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Late Dr. Sampanthan

It is with a deep sense of shock and grief that I received
the news that Dr.Sampanthan had passed away. It was Mark
Antony who said at the funeral oration of Julius Ceasar that
“The evil that men do lives afier them. The good is often
interred with their bones!” But in the case of Dr.Sampanthan,
the reverse is true because everyone from the Jaffna Peninsula
and beyond had great affection, admiration and reverence for
him.

My association with him dates back from the late 30’s
when I was a medical student in Colombo. He stayed with few
other students at a house named “ Violet Cottage” while I stayed
only a quarter of a mile from his place. Although he was my
senior by 1 1/2 years, I often met him at Medical College or at
Violet Cottage. He was always pleasant and helpful whenever
I made a request for any help. He was genial and had the
capacity to convert any misunderstanding or argument on the
part of others into one of humour and thereby pacify the antago-
nists by his light-hearted jokes. It was this great quality which
he displayed later as a medical practitioner.

He was a good and hardworking medical student and as
a result he obtained honours in the final M.B.B.S. Examina-
tion. In fact he belonged to the first batch of students to obtain
the M.B.B.S. degree as the Ceylon University came into being
only during the final year of his medical course in 1942. After
completing his housemanship he proceeded to U.K. where he
obtained his higher qualification Surgery namely FR.C.S. He
did not want to be in Government Service but preferred to give
his services to the people of Jaffna by becoming employed at
the Moolai Hospital where he later became the Director of the
hospital and elevated it to one of the best private institutions in
Ceylon.

It was during this period that he became a household name
in the whole of Jaffna Peninsula and even beyond. Patients
were attracted to Moolai hospital not only due to his love, care
and charity for the patients but also because of his dedicated
service. He will tell even the most destitute old lady “<94#4)
wwinn . Geuswr_mb” (mother don’t be afraid). His love for his
patients was total and unconditional. Infact, Swami Shivananda
says that “Love is an innate sense of oneness with the entire
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creation. It is totally unselfish”. It is therefore not strange that
I was personally indebted to him because he looked after my
father and sisters. He even sent me a telegram to Singapore
when my father was seriously ill. Even one of the relatives of
Mr. Sivapathasundaram once principal of Victoria College and
a well known Saiva Sidhantha philosopher and who was author
of “Glories of Shaivaism” wrote as follows: “The indisposition
of Sivapatha Sundaram was the setting in of typhoid which took
him to the Moolai Hospital, where he received, he said later, the
liberal attention of Dr.N.T.Sampanthan FR.C.S”. Thus
Dr.Sampanthan was not a simple doctor giving care and treat-
ment to his patients but a true karma yogi who did not care for
rewards or praise but carried out his duties as a dedication to
God, thereby, emphasising that service to man is service to God.
It is, of course beyond comprehension that a doctor of this
calibre was ousted from Moolai Hospital and as a result
Dr.Sampanthan set up his private practice in Jaffha.

Since I left Ceylon in 1958, my contact with
Dr.Sampanthan was very infrequent until I took up duties at the
Jaffna Medical Faculty in 1981. By this time, sad to say,
Dr.Sampanthan had lost his eyesight due to Glaucoma! It was
shock to me to see Dr.Sampanthan as it were in a rather
helpless condition. One can only say that strange are the ways
of God and who can understand Him. However when I visited
him he was as cheerful as ever with his usual jokes and
simplicity of life.

As I heard later he was in a depressed state of mind after
the “Jaffna war” and it was with great difficulty that he was
able to reach Colombo. His demise would be mourned by all
those who came to know him. Even though, Dr.Sampanthan
cannot be seen in his mortal frame, he will always be remem-
bered for his immortal service. I shall conclude my brief note
with another quotation from Shakespeare’s Julius Ceaser
wherein Mark Antony pays a rare tribute to Brutus that “Nature
might stand up and say that this was a man”. So be it with
Dr.Sampanthan even though no words can ever adequately
express the magnanimity and love displayed by Dr.Sampanthan
who was also affectionately known as “Sam”. May his name
live long in our memories.” To his wife and children I convey
our deepest sympathies and condolences.

Dr. R. KanagasundaramM.B.B.S.(Ceylon) Ph.D (Cambridge)
D.ScHons (SriLanka) F.I. Biol(London) FA.M.S.
Professor emeritus National University of Singapore
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Dr . Sam - A Rare Son of the
: North

The remarkable feature about Dr.N.T. Sambanthan, if I
can borrow a phrase from the British poet John Graves on Wil-
liam Shakespeare, is that he was really very good, in spite of all
the people, who say he was very good. In the passing away of
this good man recently, the Tamil community in particular will
now cherish the memory for decades and more of one who com-
mitted his talents and expertise to the needs of his people where
they were needed most.

In making this commitment, he stood out as a rare son
who, unlike most Tamil professionals, opted to serve his
community. In doing this, he wrote away possible earnings of
millions and instead availed the soothing powers of a gentle
healer to thousands who sought his services at the Moolai Co-
operative Hospital and later, despite the utter chaos and the
attendant risks to life and limb of a civil war, in Jaffna.

A doctor of the stature and ability of Dr. Sambanthan could
have set up his practice in Colombo, the Klondike of Tamil
professionals or even gone overseas like many, and become a
millionaire many times over. As a physician he stood on par
with the greatest of the Sri Lankan medical luminaries.

When one sifts through the pages of medical services in
North Sri Lanka, the Co-operative Hospital stands out as a
unique institution in providing modern highly western influ-
enced medical services. It was a grassroots enterprise that
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emerged from the people of the community headed by
DrKanagarayar of Sithankerny and a very dear friend of my
grand-father J.V. Thambiah. Jaffna had mission hospitals such
as Green Memorial of Manipay, McLeod of Inuvil and that of
the Methodist Mission in Puttur founded by American and
British missionaries with overseas funding support. They
continued to remain within that frame of operation.

The Moolai Co-operative Hospital, however, believed to
be the first of its kind in the region became a pride of the
community. Its first head, DrM.O.Chacko from Kerala, India
had a missionary zeal about him and built it up with a mix of
the East and the West. Soon, Moolai Hospital as it was
popularly called, became a household name not only in North
Sri Lanka but even beyond the peninsular province. Patients,
those who cared for them and visitors found the hospital a
veritable home away from home for so personal and committed
were the services offered there.

Dr.Sambanthan who succeeded Dr.Chacko, was a much
sought after doctor not just for his expertise but also for his
gentle nature and his ability to help heal half the sickness of his
patients by enabling them to become less tense and more confi-
dent in their ability to be a positive part in the healing process.

My mother who despised hospitals, underwent three
surgeries there and always spoke of Moolai, its precincts and
its services with warm sentiments and utmost gratitude. She
found Dr.Sam, as he was to many, a great counselor and his
staff of doctors and nurses a blessing to the patients.

My first impressions of Dr.Sam was as family man from
a typical Hindu background who had among his close friends, a
typical Christian family, that of one of my favourite teachers
K.C.Thurairatnam of Jaffna College. I was a little boy at that
time and saw how devoted these two families were to each other.
The spirit of their friendship was certainly built on the finest
elements and traditions of Hindu and Christian faiths.

The Tamil community lacked this parochial role model
leadership and for which has now paid an awful price. Perhaps
in our new frontiers destined to us with so many new opportu-
nities, we will learn from the mistakes of the past and perceive
humanity as one global family and all its people with diverse
cultures, healthy, progressive and inspiring constituents.
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Quiet, friendly, gentle and easy to communicate with,
Dr.Sam was regarded as a physician who could never make an
error in diagnosis. There were those who felt he had a power
very much beyond the realms of the mortals and thought of him
in mystic terms. But with Dr.Sambanthan it was a question of
total commitment to his profession and treating every patient
as deserving of his best attention, advice and assistance.

There was a time when the Lanka Samasamja Party made
overtures to him to contest the Vaddukoddai parliamentary seat
as their candidate in the March 1960 general elections. It was
widely speculated he had expressed interests in accepting the
offer, Later, it became evident his dedication to give his profes-
sional services as a doctor to the community stood firm and
beyond question. Even though the Tamils surely needed
politicians of the upright and honest nature and fibre of Dr Sam,
politics certainly was not the arena of activity for the good man
from Moolai.

During the final years of his life, Dr.Sam had serious
problems with his sight and despite the terrible tribulations
brought about by political chaos in Sri Lanka, he continued to
live in Jaffna. He also kept closely in touch with his friends
and remained to his last mortal minutes a source of inspira-
tion even to those who were less afflicted, lived in safer climes
and had wider avenues of support, strength and succour.

Dr.Sam was a rare comet on the Sri Lankan firmament
and a glorious one too. This comet is now gone forever.
Anything similar to appear again would mean a very special
blessing to any community.

Richards Karunairajan
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Dr.N.T. Sampanthan

Dr. Thirugnana Sampanthan | the well known and much
loved physican and surgeon of Jaffna passed away at the age of
80 in Colombo, SriLanka on Friday 2nd August 1996.

Born in May 1916 in Malaysia, he had his education at St
Georges’ school Taiping and later at St. Thomas’ College Mt.
Lavania, He entered Medical College, got his M.B.B.S. (Cey)
in 1943 and his FR.C.S. (Edin), FR.C S. (Glas) in 1946.

Dr. Sampanthan worked for a short period in Government
Medical Service in Kandy but chose to return to Jaffna to serve
his people, As Medical Superintendent of the Cooperative Hos-
pital Moolai from 1944 to 1975, he built it up from a small
village hospital of 10 beds to a fully equipped and staffed hos-
pital with 120 beds, a fine surgical theatre, an up-to-date labour
room and a modern well equipped Intensive Care Unit.

Affectionately called Dr. Sam, he was a successful physican
and surgeon, an able administrator and a pioneer in Coopera-
tive Hospital Movement. Throughout his life he was motivated
by the vision of providing excellent medical facilities at afford-
able cost to the common man. And this is precisely what the
hospital was providing under his direction. In recognition of
his services Dr. Sampanthan was awarded the U. S. State De-
partment Leaders and Scholars Grant in 1960 to visit U S,
Medical Institutions and study medical practices.

Dr. Sampanthan is survived by his wife Saratha and his
two sons Subaschandran and Nagalingam who live in Colombo.
He will be sadly missed by a large number of relations and
friends with whom he kept in touch,

R.S. Thambiah
UK.
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An Appreciation

Dr.Nagalingam Thirugnana Sampanthan (Dr.N.T.
Sampanthan) formerly Medical Superintendent of Moolai Co-
operative Hospital and subsequently Consultant Surgeon/
Physician, died in Colombo on 2nd August 1996. He was
residing at his son’s residence following the war in Jaffna, since
January 1996.

Doctor Sampanthan was born in Malaysia on 19th May
1916 and had his early education in Malaysia (as his father was
residing there). He later had his secondary education at St.
Thomas’s College Mount Lavinia. He belonged to the first batch
of Medical Students to obtain the M.B.B.S. certificate in 1943
It will be on record that he was the first graduate to obtain the
certificate because of his excellent performance in his final
examination. He was in Government service and served at
Colombo and then at Kandy General Hospital, for a short
period.

Now comes the turning point, nearly 50 years ago 1 asked
him how he decided to stake his future with a new venture full
of uncertain prospects, as he had joined the Moolai Co-opera-
tive hospital. He said that “while passing the construction site
in the bus from Jaffna to his home in Karainagar, he asked his
uncle Somasuntharam “Chettiyar” what that building was for”.
On learning it was for a hospital, it just flicked in his fancy,
“why not join here?” and indeed it materialised and a saga was
born!

The founding of the Moolai Co-operative Hospital is
another story of vision and accomplishments. Dr.M.O.Chacko
who had resigned from the Manipay Green Memorial Hospital
accepted the post of Medical Superintendent of this fledgeling
hospital in 1939 Within a few years Dr.Sampathan joined.
Dr.G. Chelvadoray ( of Sangaraththai) also joined about the same
time. This trio along with the band of their assistants formed a
formidable team and the growth of the hospital from then on
was phenomenal. It became a shining example of the incred-
ible success story of the co-operative movement. Foreign
visitors, Government Ministers all applauded the brilliant
achievements and quoted it as a model co-operative venture.
Dr. Chacko had his store knowledge of vast experience.

Dr.Chelvadoray had his impressive string of British medical
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degrees; but the rush of patients was to young Dr. Sampanthan
in his late twenties, fresh from the Ceylon Medical College with
his M.B.B.S. from the word ‘go’ it was his charisma, his Midas
healing touch, his gentle caring, his total inability to lose his
patience or temper under even the most exciting situations that
endured him to the hearts of his patients for whom his word
was the last word in medicine. No wonder “Sammanther”
became a household word in and around the villages of
Valikamam West. All this praise and fame on a young doctor
did not one bit turn his head. On the contrary it awakened his
self-assessment to the realisation of a need to specialise and he
chose to do surgery.

Soon after the end of World War 11, he applied for
study-leave to the board of management and this was gladly
approved. He sailed to Britain in September 1947. And (from
the University of Edinburgh and Glasscow) obtained his
fellowship in surgery within the shortest possible time. He could
have found employment in Britain or in any other foreign
country or even picked from one of the tempting offers in Ceylon
where such qualification was rare.

Instead he faithfully returned to Moolai and to the heart
of his community. From then his duties became manifold -
Physician, Surgeon, Obstetrician, Gynecologist. Patients from
all over Jaffna District from all walks of life thronged his
consultation room. He would start his ward rounds at 0700 hrs,
and this would go till about 0830 hrs when he would start his
O.PD. Consulations. This would go on till 1300 or 1400 hrs.
After a hurried lunch he would be back at the O.P.D It would
be 1800 hrs by the time he starts his second round of the wards.
By about 2000 hrs, he would walk to his residence and that is
the time his relatives/friends/patients visit him for consultation
or for a follow-up of an earlier consultation. He would
willingly tolerate their prolonged discussion and have a very
late dinner. No wonder he had no time for his wife and sons.
He would never take leave, never go on holiday with his family;
the best part of his life he gave to his patients. Rev.S.K. Bunker
and nearly everyone of the Jaffna College community were his
patients. They like the rest of his patients had implicit faith in
his competence. Once the U.S. Ambassador in Colombo was
on holiday with Rev.Bunker at Vaddukoddai. He suddenly
developed abdominal pain and had to be taken to a doctor.
Rev.Bunker took him to Dr. Sampanthan and he had to be
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operated for appendicitis. He was an in-patient for three or four
days within which time he was able to from an objective
assessment of the man and Doctor Sampanthan was. Several
months later Dr.Sampanthan received an invitation from the US
State Department to be their guest and visit the States. It wasa
singular honour which he accepted and enjoyed their overwhelm-
ing hospitality. If only he had suggested to them his wish to
work in the States, he would have got it for the asking, but his
roots were firm in Moolai. He was Karma Yogi and true to Sri
Krishna’s message in the Gita, Dr. Samapantan carried out his
duties to the best of his ability without any expectation of
rewards.

As the grey, elderly, astute, experienced members of the
board of management faded away one by one and as the
vigorous social revolution of the late fifties in Sri Lanka
extended its tentacles on the Trail craft of Moolai Hospital, a
band of young, inexperienced men took control of the manag-
ing board. Dr. Sampanthan as Medical Superintendent had to
face the brunt of the resulting mismanagement and moral turpi-
tude of the majority of the board’s members. Many feared that
Dr.Sampanthan would get fed up and resign. But he held on
and on. He did so not because he was insensitive to the
pin-pricks of the new management, but because the intensity of
his committment to the cause he had dedicated himself to,
exceeded all bounds.

Sometime in 1960, Dr N.M Perera spent a few days in
Jaffna seeking support for the L.S.S.P. He visited
Dr Sampanthan, as he was aware of the latter’s personal popu-
larity and spent a few hours trying to persuade him to contest
the elections on an independent candidate if not on L.S.S P. ticket.
As usual Dr. Sampanthan listened to all his pleadings, but
politely declined saying that his best service to the community
was at the hospital. He absolutely had no personal ambitions
beyond his service. T am reminded of Goldsmith’s lines:-

“Remote from the towns he fan his godly face,
Not e’er had chang’d, nor wished to change his place;
Unpractis’d he to fawn, or seek for power,

By doctrines fashion’d to the varying hour;
Far other aims his heart had learned to prize,
More skill’d to raise the wretched than to rise.

143
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By a strange quirk of fate this eminent surgeon/physician/gyne-
cologist became a victim of an eye ailment. Gradually his
eyesight was failing despite the treatment from the best
ophthalmologists.

After nearly four decades of selfless service at Moolai, he
had to retire. He built his house at Kondavil and as a pastime
he worked limited hours at a clinic opposite Jaffna Hospital.
He couldn’t continue even this and finally stayed at home inca-
pacitated, but cheerful and reconciled. He and his wife went
through all the traumas of SL army advances and then the brutal
onslaught of the IPKF and forced removal to refugee camps.
Even after all these and the terrible damage caused to his house
from the shellings, he refused to move out to Colombo or
elsewhere. He stuck on with his wife-both in poor health until
the forced ‘exodus’ to Thenmaradchi in December 1995. All
through these years, I was in close touch with him through
letters which (due to his poor eyesight) his wife had to write as
he dictated. Never through all these travails and tribulations
did he show any signs of dejection or self-pity. This aspect of
his character is unique and exceptional.

At last he and his wife reached their son’s house in
Colombo by January 1996. In his last letter to me dated 01 July
1996, he says: “I have developed a kidney illness which might
go in any direction.” His prognosis was perfect for within a
month the illness claimed him.

Dr.Sampanthan’s name was synonymous with Moolai Co-
operative Hospital for nearly four decades. His service which
spanned half his life’s years was marked with singular dedica-
tion, transparant sincereity, untiring, devotion, absolute profes-
sionalism and excellent bed-side manners.

Sri Lanka has lost one of her finest sons and Jaffna has
lost one of her priceless gems. Gratitude is perhaps the most
rare commodity of our times. However, if and when peace
returns to Northern Sri Lanka, the least the Tamil public could
do for him is to build a Sampanthan Memorial Block for the
Moolai Hospital. To his beloved wife whose contribution to his
greatness is immeasurable, to his sons and his grandchildren
the loss is as profound as it is irreplaceable. Their only conso-
lation could be that they had their finest hour with him.

K.Jeganathan (formerly Principal of
Colombo Hindu College) South Africa,
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SAMBANTHAN, THE BELOVED PHYSICIAN

Doctor Sambanthan, the beloved physician was endowed
with a princely personality, so much so, the first impression of
Sambanthan the man was an enchanting experience to anyone
meeting him in the prime of his life. He possessed a dignified
demeanour with a simple but exquisite sartorial elegance with
the spotless white garb; a magnificent head of hair so carefully
groomed and neatly parted on the right side of the head (the
only cherished affinity 1 had with the dear doctor and I also
discovered that he used for a long time the very same hair cream
I still use, now a very rare commodity, Yardley’s English
Lavender brilliantine which will now remain a fragrant memento
of him); the beaming, radiant smile: the large, bold, bright,
penetrating eyes and the gentle voice. A person of such a
splendid calibre T shall never again see in my life. He kept us
spell bound with his charm and to be in his company was a
sheer pleasure.

To know him as one’s doctor left nothing to be desired to
a patient, for the nobility of the medical profession was indel-
ibly stamped on him, born to be the beloved physician par ex-
cellence. To those who knew him as a friend, mentor, philoso-
pher and guide, it was very heaven, a benign blessing and a
benediction. I was privileged to have him as my family doctor
spanning four generations, my parents, my four children born
and nurtured under his affectionate care and my two little grand-
sons in Jaffna had also seen him.

Our relationship grew to great heights a few years ago
when the dear doctor was helplessly encompassed by a dark
and lonely world bereft of all that he would have relished to see
with his very precious eyes, for he became totally blind shut out
of even a ray of light! To many of us that traumatic event was
equally blinding, an unexplainable phenomenon that can only
be answered by the Great Healer who restored sight to so many
during His brief sojourn on earth!

It was by some strange God ordained providence that 1
took up residence at Maruthanamadam. a pleasant twenty minute
bicycle ride from the home of doctor Sambanthan at Kondavil
The good doctor gave me an open invitation, nay a gentle but
stern decree that 1 should visit him as often as possible, visits

not too far apart, and that I must plan each visit to last not less
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than an hour! T tried my best to submit faithfully to that decree,
but was reprimanded several times for disobeying it one way or
the other! I chose the most convenient time for him and spent
sometimes two to three hours at a stretch which he felt was still
too brief, in animated uninterrupted conversation. The topic
ranged through a broad spectrum of men and matters life in
Malaysia of mutual interest to us, we nostalgically shared
bowkanas (Malaysian dried fruits), life at St. Thomas’s College,
his medical college days, his eventful medical career, his col-
leagues, his travels and he sometimes very excusably by passed
the Hippocratic Oath in leading me into some medico-legal se-
crets which he had long concealed - anecdotes from the sublime
to the bawdy - we rocked with laughter till tears streamed down
our cheeks! We also took time to reflect seriously our tragic
agonizing situation as Tamils is Sri Lanka. We shared our hopes
and fears. Mrs.Sambanthan the gracious hostess refreshed us
with extra large glasses of Jaffna orange juice the produce of
her own garden, a luxury even on Canadian standards! To me
somewhat traumatised by the weird sounds of war, bombs and
shells with nerves so badly shattered, such a pleasant rendez-
vous with my beloved physician was a healing balm with a
therapeutic value. 1 still follow his medication and carefully
laid out rules of health. An year has passed and I still find no
reason to review the good doctor’s instructions. My mother
who was ninety years of age when I left her in Jaffna last year
followed dutifully all the advice the good doctor conveyed to
her through me. She still must be following it caught up in war
torn Paranthan. What amazed me most about my beloved
physician was that there was never a trace of frustration,
grievance or bitterness either in his speech or countenance about
the terrible physical predicament in which he was mercilessly
and inextricably trapped.

Sometimes after visiting him, I would close my eyes tight
and feel my way around to imagine what it was to be blind. I
prayed hard that Jesus should perform another miracle to
restore sight to my beloved physician. We all needed him so
much. He was still so healthy, so full of life and alert to practice
his chosen profession so expertly. Even in recent years, except
for some lose of weight, he was the same old self, his buoyant
demeanour and spirit intact. We khow the saying, “Having eyes
we see not, having ears we hear not and having hearts we
neither feel nor understand!” My beloved physician though
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physically blind had an inner strength and light in the very depths
of his soul which radiated outwards penetrating and illuminat-
ing my very being. He had a glowing insight, a sixth sense of
us all and of the scenario that enveloped us in a wildly raging
Jaffna. He was deeply conscious of everything around him.

On hearing the parking of my bicycle in his portico, he
would jump out of his easy chair, that abode of the dark world
of his endless, silent, lonely contemplations with a high pitched
schoolboy yell, “Hello Rajan!” and swiftly feel his way with his
walking stick to open the front door for me. It was a thrill to
receive his warm welcome. With some mischievous foreknowl-
edge he would then say, “You better be careful! You have put
on weight!” I know very well that the report has gone to him
from Mrs.Sambanthan, Kunchu(Nagalingam) or Rohini his
daughter-in-law that I have over stepped the good doctor’s rules
of health to me! And then he would sit close to me, lean over
and gather all the news I had for him. 1have to give a report of
all the social functions I have attended the speeches I have heard
or made. IfI had them in print he would get some friend to read
it for him at leisure. He was also well informed through radio,
newspapers and visits of friends of all that was happening
locally and internationally. That insatiable zest of life was still
throbbing in him prompting him to exclaim, “Blindness be not
proud!” Like Helen Keller, he vanquished that awful handicap.
It was not going to deter him anyway to live out the life he
desired.

Once when his good wife was ill and had to be put on bed
rest, he told me, that it was the first time since he saw the last
ray of light that he really felt he was blind! What a beautiful
companionship and our hearts go out to her at this time. The
good doctor could not have made a greater compliment to his
dear wife.

Last year Mrs.Sambanthan, my wife and I celebrated very
quietly the good doctor’s seventy-ninth birthday in his home at
Kondavil. His gratitude for that gesture knew no bounds. He
had a very generous and magnanimous heart. Little acts of kind-
ness evoked much appreciation from him humbling and
unnerving us.

His cozy home at Kondavil which was razed to the ground
with just one wall of the garage left standing during the 1PKF
action was rebuilt exactly as it was, though the good doctor lost

all documents, photo albums and other possessions. He told
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me that he was grateful that he did not build his home at
Karainagar for he could never have withstood the pain of the
wrench of evacuating his dear village along with his kith and
kin, fleeing from the fast approaching army within twenty-four
hours. When he sensed that my conversation was lagging or
my spirits dampened he would confidently urge me on encour-
aging me by saying “Rajan, don’t worry, Jaffna will rise up
again one day in all its glory from the ashes of its present de-
struction!” I eagerly await the fulfillment of that prophetic
hope. It was such a sad day when I had to bid good-bye to him
in July 1995 assuring him that I would be back in four months
after my daughter’s wedding in Canada. But events moved so
swiftly. Ithought I lost him for awhile, but was happy to trace
and locate him in Colombo and spoke to him on the phone. He
sounded the very same spirited self. There was not one word of
the bitter travails that he underwent to get to Colombo, while
almost all the others who faced the same experience in better
health and condition had only tales of woe! Those horrible events
wiped away so much that we mutually cherished for genera-
tions, our homes, our communities, all “gone with the wind”
never to be the same again and now our dearly beloved physi-
cian Sambanthan too has left us in his own good time. He was
a very significant, adorable and unforgettable landmark in our
own dear little Jaffna.

He lived only for his own, on his own soil. He could have
set up a successful medical career at Kynsey Road, Colombo or
Harley Street or anywhere in the world if he just wanted to. But
to him a patient was not just a case on a roster, a number on a
ticket or another source of income to an already lucrative
practice. He saw in each patient a parent, an uncle or an aunt; a
brother, a sister, a cousin or a friend; a child, a nephew or a
niece. They were all his very own, the objects of his love and
affection. He was first and foremost a very human person filled
with human compassion and a physician only next. He was a
very rare and unique physician in a modern world so dehuman-
ized. Not for him the firm principle that professionals like
doctors and lawyers should not get emotionally or compassion-
ately involved with their patients or clients. He was the
beloved physician who believed in being only an effective
medium for making men and women “whole”, in body, mind
and spirit. He was a saint, yes a modern saint, a beautiful and
ethereal vision whom the Eternal permitted to linger for a while
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on earth with us mortals. Though he was in this world, he was
not of this world. He accomplished his mission on earth with
ample measure, “To the glory of God and to the benefit of the
human race.”

ADIEU, MY DEARLY BELOVED PHYSICIAN
SAMBANTHAN, 1 BOW
IN HUMBLE ADORATION AT YOUR BEAUTIFUL
FEET WITH DEEP
AFFECTION AND DEVOTION. MAY YOUR
SOUL FIND THAT WELL
DESERVED ETERNAL REST AND PEACE
AT THE FEET OF YOUR
OWN MIGHTY AND MARVELOUS CREATOR.

SHANTHI, SHANTHI, SHANTHIL.

Rajan Kadirgamar
Markham, Ontario
Canada.
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My Grateful Tribute to

Dr.N.T. Sambanthan

It is deep debt of gratitude and profound respects that 1
wish to express and say a few words of the late
Dr.N.T.Sambanthan. I cannot adequately and exhaustively de-
tail within this short space, the magnificient service rendered
by the late Dr.Sambanthan the rich and poor alike without any
distinction or discrimination. Dr Sambanthan was a medical
man dedicated and devoted to his noble profession.

I had known Dr.Sambanthan personally for a very long
period when he was attached to the Co-operative hospital Moolai
when I had to obtain his services to treat my late mother. 1
cannot but say that his personal intention and concern was only
of the welfare and progress of the patient. This gesture was
quiet evident and prominent during the time that my late mother
was under his medical care.

To quote a personal note of the dedication of late
Dr.Sambanthan was when I rushed my grandchild who was
very seriously sick at midnight to his residence at Palaly Road,
Jaffna. I cannot express in words the ready response that I had
from this devoted man who immediately attended on my grand-
child and saved her life which I relish and cherish even today. 1
owe the very life of my grandchild to this noble, devoted, dedi-
cated and honourable personality to the calibre of late Dr.N.T.
Sambanthan.

The memory of Dr.N.T.Sambanthan will always remain
in the hearts of all people who had come in contact with him
both medically and otherwise. His services to the general pub-
lic cannot be easily forgotten and 1 am sure that it will be
perputuated pereneially for all ages and times.

I invoke God all mighty to grant him peace and rest in
His presence and reward him adequately and sufficiently for his
selfless, unselfish and meritorious services which he had ren-
dered to one and all throughout his life especially during the
period of his sickness.

“ MAY HIS SOUL REST IN PEACE *
August 18.1996 A. Antony J.P.UM
Attorney-at-Law & Notarv Public
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Late Dr. N.T. Sampanthar

The sad news of the death of Dr. Sampanthar was received
with a deep sense of loss by the Sri Lankan community living in
Canada. The large number of people assembled here to remem-
ber his great service to our community and pay tribute to him,
reflects the respect, affection and admiration we have for him.
He was born in Malaysia and received most of his education in
SriLanka. He came from the village of Karainagar. Late Dr.
Sampanthar worked in the Moolai Cooperative Hospital for three
decades and was very helpful to the people of Jaffna peninsula.
Dr. Sampanthar was a household name in that part of Sril.anka.

He was a hard working, conscientious and compassion-
ate physician. He listened carefully to the complaints of the
patients and prescribed appropriate medications. Patients
underwent surgery only when that was deemed absolutely
necessary. In a place where there was shortage of modern equip-
ment and good laboratory facilities, late Dr. Sampanthar through
his experience and ability was able to provide good patient care,
He earned a well deserved reputation as an excellent doctor and
patients came from all parts of the Jaffna peninsula to see him.
You can always see a long queue near his office. He was a gem
among the doctors.

We all appreciate his great service to our community and
are grateful to him. He led an exemplary life, We wish to
convey our heart-felt condolence and deep sympathy to his
family.

May his soul rest in peace.

Dr. T. Sivakumaran
McMaster University

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



-5 =
Syt LTSLT BT. &. &F1bubge

wnpliunesond  epermdl gL BGmey emousHu  Fremeuisd
(PULG UHLEEES @ Goors aeugdul Quagiy
Guawdlarfursayn, Gue@Snriesan, omousdu sy HHiemns
Bswrgrsad  &Lenwownddlll Qorent wnprTesd FLOLbS6
moausFlu  Benowgens Blmied g Eusurpwrer s i
Bi&sOm&sD  Hmepransibubsor MBBS (Cey), FRCS (Edin),
FRCS (Glas) suigor psevl” 2, 1996 Qousiiold Epemio
wrensv 620 wewfGured Qerpbifsd HouigioemL HSar. Doy
ooy e Gerupbiled wésel  iehslb@ emoubsiu’ G,
AP misHpenio  Sheev” 4, 1996 @ FLos Hfemws o
Qrilg Sodeng LWISSD SHaeh QFunuiiuc e ).

USPLHS ousdu  Hyswrgner LI FDUGBST
Do ssr, whEe Cremabu 1bsFa GFsmouGuend Gsssr®
SUMPHSOUT.  HL6DID, &6T01swNLD, S EINE 6D QY S
OpdGur® @oey usQeosrs umrg usHlwIHB S ST
SlemEIoUISHID BaToienLyd, Sigienid Gubmeult. sy,
Qurmiemin, @résb, weflsCpuD, sTousnud Bl (LpaH HiL st
auGouD@Ld uesry  HrbuliGubmet.

i 6w 19, 1916@e0 wbwflumely Tppbsai.
weomfurelled gmilim erorgufl &Hasrer yaflls GCgrigd
um_srenelled SIS DhIbudbsesienuls ulsiprt.  ferernd
soofldenglsyeion yog GCsmoed seogunfifld o wi  &sdel
sppri. dper Ger Qerupby encudSud sodgnfifis) &6l
sy 1943@ MBBS  Apiyl ol qpd, Gmdleons s
Qeeray 1946@0 FRCS(Edin), FRCS(Glas)  u't mis@mid
Qumpi.

g5 Sovoll (pYhsSHId ARG SIRD SPFTHS
B GCsemenflp GCsibg Sewng SpFms enouddu
stemoldld  sLemwwIpBlort. SR WEEEHSHGF CFemeu
QetiwGouswi ®Owaip Gum  allpliugSleartd yFrm s
Grsmoulld(mb S ofevd) epormil g Bmey emoubFluFrensulip
Grihgmt. kG emousHu Guomdlaiflunsad, FlLsormmssy

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. _
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



-33 -

1944-1975 ouswy sLemowmpPemt.  abugHed e
uRsemasemnd Qarswi_ Eymbu smoug i Fremavenil, FsHe
ousdlsampenLw  Hpis Simiemou  BHeneowtd, 1o&01GLD my
Bemoownd, ugEureufy Casmou Bemeound sTaiLsT 2 emi_w
U uBEmSSeT  Qsiewi  enoudHustenauns Db o,
Aol Shemento 1864 Biourss Hperngud, uswfilsor ey
W(HS HIou  ousd) sumilysei Guost Giogytd  Quim, S,
DouS Fustenw & L Hmeyipenmiufled fop 51 oflorm &
Bloviensificr (Lpsebl_Sensi Cupgy ponorEfinss  Haipis Gl

6TOGAN(HLD Dowemy TCUIH LdL i sibLhsi 67601 O
Dioplini.  wés  Gmphs Gswsid  Aps w6 S
Ndléema  QupGoussr HGLos m Ouepelpiy & &L Boey
(pompilled o _emips g1 QoupPleesinr.  suflsr ok s
CremouanUILd  SEnVEDLOS SioudemBULD b  NGwhss
yovemwol ufifled 1960 @b Hemi 551 Jsatd IIGioféa
moup gy Femeowniseners unsnond_eyb, pofiar COLOTEX AT
ulfipfsenen's Qupeyd uminiyé Hevgs 3.

LIbLit Dlouisor sondQsen  sumpnsy  1Imis Qean
WIPH S wESMEGE fons i S L OT(HD
Qsuiouwrs  eflars Lueui. QOBhésgurer &L 58N,
fésooner & senaisofcon penssasmouy a G YL
DM Sid Do Gudpeu.

“wembsss iy HSsH QsremiL s

CUMEHE 6T UTPEEN &S Hiemess

STID  ouet GHhouT  GDEHS Seniow 1b1D (& 501151 & @ LD
BOUSTILEERD Benphg Siousgy sienewsiunt & 6301 UGYEL_LLI
s mbuSHDCsDU BLpa Guimenn Gsigé Qs1RS Hysienni.

ool Sbgwr 1S Qupeyd @GBS Soui
LT dleniog  Qupeyid eTedend susdhw  Gemmeusnen Gouewilg
outfLBGounons.

“emouwd i oumpeuTig cumpLisul eungyeHDLLD

Ggiitoud Gist emoudalILGLD.”
enpdll snpd)l gLl
$l. oNgeusinsid

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Name:
Father:
Mother:
Wife:
Children:

Brother:
Sisters:

M 7. o

Dr. N. T. Sampanthan

MBBS(Cey), FRCS(Edin), FRCS(Glas)
Notes on Life History 1916 - 1996

Nagalingam Thirugnana Sampanthan
Kandapar Nagalingam
Arunasalam Ponnamah
Saratha Thirugnanasampanthan
Two Sons: Subas Chandran
Nagalingam
Nagalingam Jeyaseelan (deceased)
Mrs. Amaravathy Kathiravelu
Mrs. Gnanakalai Navaratnam
Mrs. Sundarammah Mahadeva
Mrs. Pushpavathi Sarvanantha

Father-in- law of: Jeyanthi Subas Chandran

Grandfather of : Subhashini, Geethanjali and Niruththanan

Rohini Nagalingam

Place of Birth: Malaysia

Native Place:  Valanthalai, Karainagar, Srilanka.

Data of Birth:  19th May 1916

Education: St. Georges’ School, Taiping, Malaysia

St.Thomas’ College Mt. Lavania
Medical College, Colombo
MBBS(Cey) 1943

FRCS(Edin), FRCS(Glas) 1946
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1943-1944 Worked in Kandy Government Hospital

1944 Married his Uncle Shanmugam’s daughter
Saradha.
1944 Medical Sup. Consultant:- Surgeon/Physician

Moolai Cooperative Hospital Eminent Surgeon/
Physician/Obstetrician/Gynecologist.

1960 Received U.S. Department Leaders and Scholars
Grant. to visit U.S. Medical Institutions and study
medical practices

1975 Left Moolai Cooperative Hospital.

1975 Consultant Surgeon/Physician - Sampanthan
Chinic at Jaffna.

1981-1995 Retired and lived at 32 Palaly Road, Kondavil till
he too was caught up in the exodus of Oct., 1995
when he moved to Colombo to be with his son at
312, Thimbrigasaya Road, Colombo 5.

1981 - Lost his eye sight due to Glaucoma.

1996 He passed away after a brief illness on Friday
2nd Aug. about 6.20 p.m.

Our beloved Physician/Surgeon Dr. Sampanthan’s name
and fame will live for ever; even though he is no more.
May Dr. Sampanthan attain the state of Supreme Bliss.

Ohm Shanthi!
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