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Dear Mum,

We are the luckiest people in the world to have a mum like you. Our
family was a safe, loving place full of laughter, fun and adventure. As
my teacher of motherhood, you were well placed to inspire me to
want to learn, explore and grow and was always encouraging and
supporting. | will always keep your words of wisdom at heart especially
your key advice for motherhood about how children need to be
nurtured correctly from the beginning so that they will be set for life; |
hope to bring up Vithushnan and Maya as you have helped to do so
thus far and replicate your work. You always put us kids first — you
were so incredibly nurturing and selfless.

When | had my own babies, you were my support — cleaning my house
and filling my fridge with meals for my family so that | could go back to
work and build on my career. You were a wonderful and loving
grandmother to my kids; singing sweet songs with Maya round and
round in the sunshine as she bounced up and down and playing
football with Vithushnan.

You also took Saththees in as he was your own son. Caring for and
looking after him as his parents were far away and that's what he loves
about you.

We miss your smile, we miss your voice and most of all we miss your
love. We love you mum always and forever.

Lots of love
- Sharmila & Saththees
(Daughter & Son-In-Law)

* ok &
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Mummy,

I'll miss watching you brush your long black hair as you sit in that same
spot on your bed.

I'll miss you feeding me rice and curry on a Friday afternoon as | come
home tired from work.

I'll miss you calling my name from the bottom of the stairs,
sarraaaaaaaa, saying that food is ready.

I'll miss the constant arguments that we would have, mostly my fault
from
total stubbornness.

I'll miss your soft cheeks and your perfect eyebrows.

I'll miss that sarcastic thumbs up you do with that cheeky grin on your
face when your angry but don't want to show it.

Most of all mum, I'll miss you. Your love and dedication towards your
family, no matter how we treat you, always shines through. | hope one
day | can be just as loving and giving to my own family.

I am truly sad that you are not with me anymore, there is so many
more things that you needed to teach me. Like, I still need to know
your walttaluppam recipe and how do | make your famous mooruku?

Mummy you were a top class lady loved by all, famous in the kitchen
and a loveable woman. You will be missed.

My only comfort is that you can finally be at rest, you can relax and
smile down at us with that gorgeous beautiful big smile that everyone
loves.

Mummy | am sorry for any wrongs | have done, | will always love you,
you have a special spot in my heart.

Love you forever
- Sara
(Daughter)

kR
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Mum,

You showed me what it was to put the people you love before yourself
and what it was to care for others.

You showed me how to think for myself and to trust my intuition and
instinct.

You showed me the courage to not be shy or intimidated at times
where | didn’t feel | belonged.

You showed me that success was nothing without happiness, and life
fulfilment meant more than money or rank.

You showed me the meaning of making sacrifices, and the importance
of being selfless.

You showed me how to be tolerant, to accept people for who they are
and the significance of being forgiving.

You showed me how trivial it was to argue, and that fighting solved
nothing.

You showed me how to smile and the importance of love and kindness.

You showed me the sound of laughter and the joy of trying to make
others laugh, no matter how good the joke.

You showed me what family meant and how it was most important of
all.

You showed me how to be a friend, an uncle, a cousin, a brother.

You showed me how to be your son, something | will treasure and
cherish for the rest of my life.

Sayan
* %k %k
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“Acca knew me better than anyone else,
supported and loved me more,

praised me, raised me kindly,

she was my heroic preacher.

Acca was my positive vibe,

childhood life was colourful when you were by our side,
you were my soul mate and a good buddy

always making others happy with wide smile.

Acca you were a gift from Good
your voice was sweet

Imagining a life without you will be
an ocean of tears.”
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To my Beloved Sister...

| can remember your smile, your laughter, your advice and your
kindness...

There are so many reasons why | love you and will miss you...
The distance that we had in between us was no measure for
How much of an older sister you are to me...

| will cherish all the time that we have spent together...

You are in my heart always...

You'll be missed immensely!

- Tharmini (Sister)
Canada
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A small tribute for my sweet sister Nanthini

| still remember the day you were born, your first day of school, you
were growing up, your wedding proposal, your departure to England,
you building your family, you taking care of your siblings, in-laws,
relations, so on and so on. | still remember the day we arrived in
England after not having seen each other for a long time, and how
excited you were to see us. That was a good laugh for your daughters.
Few years prior to that, when we had met up in our village of Nunavil,
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Chavakachcheri, Sri Lanka we had such a lovely time together in your
in-law’s house, cooking together, eating together, the long walks
togethier, and even visiting the temples.

Even on your recent trip to Canada for your nephew’s wedding, we had
lovely talks, recollecting our childhood memories. You had passed all
your positive energy with your hugs and smiles to the entire family and
we all had a great time.

It was really very hard to say GOOD BYE to you at this age. Nanthini, as
we all know, when there is a birth, there is a death too, but when it
comes to the people we know and love, or family, it is very difficult to
accept the reality.

Qur body is made up of five elements, known as space, air, fire, water
and earth (PANCHA POOTHA). We are simply getting these five elemts
as a loan from the universe.

When we are in our mother’'s womb, we borrow the food, air, and
other necessary things from her. After we come to the earth, we are
borrowing everything from the universe.

Qur body itself is a marvelous machine. We put the food inside, while it
does all the mechanical work, takes all what the body needs and
passes the residual as waste and building up the body for the Athma to
live.

We all are living lavishly, and happily in this world, forgetting about
setting the loan. When the times comes, the lender (the universe) asks
to settle back the loan (which is our life) so it is our duty to settle back
the loan {that is our death).

We live very happily by borrowing the things from the universe, so we
have to settle the loan without hesitation (that is the death).

I am not the Body, | am not even the mind. | am formless Athma or
Prana. NO birth or death. | am going to merge with Lord Shiva.

This is the reality of life. So it is very very difficult to say bye to
Nanthini, but you have always been and will be a peaceful soul. Hope
you have seen all our ancestors and happily merging with Lord Shiva.
We always love you my sweet angel sister NANTHINI.

Love from
Devi Acca Canada
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Dearest Acca, we will miss your beautiful face and your smile. We can't
believe that you have been taken away from us when you had so much
to live for. When you were with us we felt the love you showed
towards us, your generosity, and the hospitality. | can't remember a
day visiting you when we would go home hungry because you would
always make a huge effort to cook tasty meals for us.

| don't think anyone can fill your absence. You were kind, generous and
genuine. We will miss your presence forever. We love you and miss
you. Rest in peace.

Your loving sisters
Rahini, Thaya and Krishni

* %k
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Our Dearest Auntie

N o-one can replace you,

Anyone who had'mé"t you would say that this is true.

No-one has been unaffected

Thereisa feelmg of bgm de ect ed :
z‘ﬁ% T

How can| $ur3ve? Y
J""j? kL

I don’t know how anymore in life.

Nothing feels the same anymore§ :

In this time, reminders of you make our heart feel sore

Us — we try to keep itin.

No matter how I;Erdwe"f’ry‘,
There are still tears in our eyes.
In everyone’s life, you played a big part

Everyone will have hole in their heart.

You will be missed by Rameeyah, Vithoosha,
Thuvarakaa, Kannan and Jothy.
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Nanthini Machaal

Nandini Machchaal was a smile beauty, always a wonderful, graceful,
and generous lady, and her passing left me filled with sadness and a
deep sense of loss and shock. You were there for me willingly,
unselfishly, and spontaneously. | will always be grateful.

I don’t know how to put all my feelings on this page for Nanthini
machaal! where do | start?

On the very first day | met Nanthini machaal | got butterflies, just as |
realised she was probably nervous too; | said to myself, ‘Hey, | am sure,
she is going to judge me: whether | am a good person and whether we
would get along’. Surprisingly Nanthini opened the door of 209 Kenton
Lane with broad warm smile, as if she had known me forever. Little
Sharm sat at a dining table near Chinna Kannan and looked curiously,
cute Sara hid behind Nanthini’s chair and was amused to see her uncle
bringing a new aunty to her and tiny Sayan sat on Nanthin’s lap.
Skanda machaan quietly sat and observed us, eager to know more. The
reason | mention this is because the atmosphere Nanthini machaal
made on that unforgettable day, and all the days following this was so
friendly. She loved to unite extended family, allowing new members to
find it easy to mingle with her family.

I am glad to ‘have received a WhatsApp message reading ‘Happy
Birthday to Vanasa’ on the 19" June at 10.30 a.m., a few hours before
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neither of us knew that your soul would join God. This final wish from
you shows the generosity in your heart and its power. | will cherish this
forever in my heart.

Nanthini machaal taught us meaning of family reunions,
They are rare in busy lives, but she made them pure,
Birthdays, Anniversaries, and Christmas lunches, are full of fun,

Memorial days (Heusmissit), April full moon days (sl
Glsrpsondssir) and July blue moon days (Sug  SioneuTens s6i)
had made us spiritually minded.

Nanthini machaal led life with the practice of love,
adopted culture in tender words of gentleness,
In sorrow or in happiness a tender hand as a wife to Skanda,

Mother to daughters and son, loving mother-in- law & grandma to
grandchildren,

She was bearing the burden to share with patience & dignity,

And Nanthini machaal’s soul attended glory in Heaven Rest.

In Mahabaratha, Bhisma says: “Develop this attitude based on
wisdom: | am alone. There is no one who is mine; nor do | belong to
anyone. Even this body does not belong to me. These objects of the
world are not mine; nor do they belong to others. Or, all things belong
equally to all belongings. Therefore, there is no need for any mind to
grieve over these”

I will always miss you dearly and incredibly.

You will be a bright star shining and smiling upon us. May your soul
rest in peace. '

With Loads of Love

Your Machaal Vanessa x
ok
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Rest in Peace

We Love You

- oalwei, Fehed(Canada)
&k %

A few words about my dearest Perriamma
There are two moments in my life which | think best encapsulate
Perriamma to me.

When | was 9 years old | had to live with the Skandarajah family by
myself. Being young and away from my parents you can imagine how
this would been a scary time for any child. Yet, | never felt unloved,
neglected or like a burden. She treated me as her own child, with love
and care. During those times, she was a second mother to me.

The next memorable time came from my work experience at the land
registry. Any teenager going to their first work experience would be
expected to be nervous as it most people first time going to work in a
work environment. But by God’s grace, as if | was being sent a
guardian, there was a familiar face there. She took me under her wing,
guided me, taught and looked after me. She made sure that my
experience was enjoyable one, making sure there was no problems at
all. | vividly remember talking to her colleagues, in which everyone
spoke so highly of her; | remember saying in those times with a proud
smile on my face that | was her nephew!

Perriamma maybe gone in person but she will never be forgotten as
she is watching us from a better place.

From your loving nephew
- Nithiyan

# ok
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Periamma was her literal translation. She was another mum to all of us.
Every time I’'d come to the house, she’d be busying herself with
something for Periappa, Sharmila Akka, Sara Akka, Sayan or Vithu and
Maya.

One thing | remember distinctly growing up, was a phrase close family

used to describe me; “kadavul paathi miruham paathi.” One minute I'd

be bending over backwards to help and the next | would be

passionately arguing for something, to which someone would say

“sariya Periamma maathiri.” It was always funny to me that this was

intended as condemnation, when all | saw it as was PRAISE. Periamma

was one of the realest aunts | knew. She was fearless in her honesty
and justness. Periamma looked only to her belief and what she felt was
right or wrong, regardless of “cultural stigma” or “stereotypical norms.”

She stuck by her guns and gave her thoughts unfiltered and true.

Periamma was her happiest, as we all know, surrounded by family.

Abimaya & Vithushnan are like my little anti-depressants. Seeing them

would just turn my week around. It was like she could sense this. She

read and understood this and as soon as I'd come in, she would offer
me food and drink with a smile on her face (she knew | would raid the
fridge in minutes anyway or see what Periamma delicacies she had

made), then usher me in calling on both Vithu and Maya. I'd

occasionally catch her over my shoulder laughing at me clowning with

the kids, calling me the children’s entertainer which always made me
laugh.

She was a constant reminder of two things in life:

- Despite social pressures & expectations, stick to your morals &
beliefs. Stand up for what you believe is right & do not be afraid to
say if something is not right...be FEARLESS.

- And two, something | saw first-hand over the last few days.
Despite arguments and disagreements, surround yourself with
laughter, love and family.

Someone once said, “the greatest comedy often comes from the
greatest pain.” For someone who would crack a joke then laugh at it
with a big Periamma smile on her face, without waiting for a response,
| hope we use this time to remember the moments with her which
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made us laugh and the reminder she gave us, that we are all supported
by the unconditional love of our family. She lived, a true example of
this.

Periamma we love you and miss you. You're in our hearts always, your
smile in our minds and your presence surrounds us forever. | know you
are watching over us with that Periamma smile.

Lots of love,
Dharini - (Niece)

%%k
Although we didn’t get to see Nanthini Mami that often, the feeling of
knowing her and being comfortable around her came naturally as we
saw the brother and sister like relationship she has with our dad.
Whenever she rang from England, we saw the big smile on his face,
eager to chat with his cousin. We have fond memories of her visits and
seeing her in Kala mami’s kitchen laughing with her sisters and cousins.
She was always so joyful and right at home with her Canadian family
and we will miss her dearly.
With love,
Sarnia & Prameena Vuayakumar
Nieces — Canada

& &k

Mami..
We are greeted by a head popping out the side of the door: the zealous
Vithu, who then quickly scurries away towards the kitchen. We can
hear the undulating hum of the aunties and uncles accompanied by
loud slaps to their thighs and the giggles of the Kenton girls. As we step
foot into the kitchen we are cocooned by warm air that is tinged with
the aromatic concoction of what could only be Mami’s delicious home-
made food.
Mami peers over the tops of her spectacles that sits on the bridge of
her nose. Her wispy hair is clasped back into a bronze coloured clip. She
juggles numerous tasks with Vithu binding up to her side. A beaming
smile slowly grows on Mami’s pleasant face as two dimples emerge
“hello darlings, how are you?” she says with a soft pat to our shoulders.
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We see Mami as the glue that bound this large family together. She
cared for all our cousins, as each is her own child. Not only our cousins,
but also our aunts and uncles too. From nursing us back to health with
her home-made stringhoppers and sarukku curries, to topping up the
parents’ wine glasses at family get-togethers. We will always
remember our car rides together whenever Mami picked us up from
school and our chats about university and work. Whenever we visited
she would always call Diveena to sit by her: “Hello Nages teacher!” was
the usual greeting. Mami would then go on liken her features to her
mother’s as she gently held Diveena’s hand.

Her hospitality: One of her many wonderful traits, Her selflessness.
Offering a helping hand, without a need to let a single word slip
through your lips. Composed. Caring. Compassionate. Her beaming
smile. Not one to forget. One that would warm us all inside and bring
about a strong sense of familiarity. We know that we are certain to be
taken care of, safe in her warm embrace. Mami’s sweet smile and
caring nature touched our hearts. The smile is a jewel of human life,
one that she wore with grace and generosity. We hope that since her
passing we can reserve a space in our hearts to reflect Mami’s gracious
nature and actions in our own.

..The evening draws to a close, edging into the early hours of the
morning. We see Mami sitting in the sun lounge with a glass of wine at
hand, smiling through the next topic of the heated debate amongst the
parents, often making jokes. As we say our goodbyes she stands and
gives us o kiss on each cheek and a warm, comforting embrace: “Bye
darlings, see you soon, study hard.” Little did we know that this time
soon would be far too long...

You rise above the clouds as your wings lead you to God; guiding us
from above, forever in our hearts and gifting us with eternal, precious
memories.

Your loving nieces,

Praveena, Madura and Diveena
* %k
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A tribute to my Perriamma

Your golden heart stopped beating and your tired face was put to
bed, but our words of farewell remain unspoken-and our goodbyes
are left unsaid; For you went away without warning down the path
that he led and though it broke our hearts to lose you, you did not go
alone, for part of us went with you the day god called you home.

Periamma was precious. There was never a dull moment when she was
around, her sense of humour was the life to any party and her beaming
smile and pleasant poise would brighten up your day.

She was kind, compassionate and caring with a selfless spirit who
always put others before herself. She toiled tirelessly for those she
loved, no task was ever difficult and no mission was ever impossible; a
true superhero,

As they say, “a pure thought from a pure heart is better than any
mantra", Similarly, periamma saw the good in every person and
wanted only the best for all of us, constantly supporting us in
everything we do.

She was my well-wisher; the first person to congratulate me on an
achievement no matter how big or small it may have been, the first
person to wish me on my birthday and the first person to come
running when a helping hand is needed.

Periamma is truly irreplaceable and will forever be my inspiration and
although she is gone in person her memories remain, where she
continues to live on in our hearts forever.

- Vithiya (Niece)

ok ok
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Periamma Poem

| thought | saw her face today,
In the sparkle of the morning sun.
And then | heard the angels say,
“Her job on earth is done.”

For days and days, | can see you smile,
You lived to love and love you did.
No star above shines as bright as you,
Your food and love is with what | grew.

Our lives are empty without you here,
But from you | learnt, live life without fear.
| have no doubt why God chose you,

He wanted someone to make him smile too.

You would pat me on my shoulder,
And say “everything will be okay,
Live life to the fullest don’t regret any day.”

So | put my hands together and | pray to god,
to keep that warm smile on her face
Let her happiness rain over the world filling it with grace.

A beacon of light, shinning bright in the sky
watching above us, never too late to say goodbye

but for now, until we meet again,
Ill cherish our wonderful moments until then,

I will deeply miss you Periamma
You were an example for everyone
The angels were right
Your Job on earth is truly done.

From your loving Nephew Tharangan
%* % %
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For a Special aunt

| didn’t know you that well, However | did learn from you the
importance of education.Thank you for your words of encouragement.
You will be truly missed...

- Jeremiah Thayan Gibbins (Nephew)

Canada
Periamma was one the most caring loving and pure natured person |
know. She’s looked after us and is one of the reasons our families are
so close. As well as my perriamma was very funny and we all had many
memories of laughter with her because she was the kind of person
who inspired so many moments of pure joy in our lives.

| remember going to her house every Christmas where she would
make most of the amazing dinner and her famous prawn mash
potatoes and we don’t know what we’ll do without her in the years to
come. She worked so hard to make those days special for all of us and
always made sure we had all eaten before she even thought about
sitting down. She didn’t care that we were growing up she made sure
every Christmas was just if not more special than the last. When she
went away to Sri Lanka or India she never failed to bring back each of
us a gift that we would treasure.

| feel blessed for knowing such an amazing woman and lucky for having
such an incredible Periamma. | will always be grateful for 18 years of
magical Christmases, touching gifts and her hugs.

Tivahari - (Niece)

ek

| will miss you.Even though | did not know you that well.
I knew the moment | met you for the first time that
your heart filled with love, warmth, and care.
| will deeply miss you...
Rest in peace
- Janae Tharmarai (Niece) Canada
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Tribute to late Nanthini from colleagues at HM Land Registry, Harrow

Our dear friend and colleague, Nanthini has been taken away from us
prematurely in her life. Words can hardly express our sadness and the
feeling of a vacuum created by her loss.

When in February 2010, HMLR closed its doors Nanthini opted for early
retirement at the age of 53, like most of us did. However, we
maintained constant touch on the telephone and a group of us
regularly met at one of our homes for a chat and a bite. We then
realised she was living her life to the full. Wherever Nanthini was, she
always gave her full attention to the job in hand. Nanthini was well
loved and admired by everyone at work, no matter what grade. She
will always be remembered for the tasty snacks she regularly brought
us for tea-time. Nanthini had a very warm, generous and courageous
heart and always with a smile.

Nanthini’s illness was sudden and brief. She was very proud of her
family and always spoke of their achievements.

We will miss her sweet smile and mourn her greatly.

May she rest in peace.
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Thank you message

We express our sincere thanks and
deep gratitude to all our relatives and
friends for your gracious presence; and
all your expression of sympathy,
words of comfort, messages of condolences, and
the floral tributes, as well as

to all those who helped in numerous ways,
on this sad occasion of our bereavement.

From
Skandarajah, Sharmila & Saththees, Sara,
Sayan and Vithushnan & Abimaya
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