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Dr. Vathavoor Ratnagopal

Ratna, as Dr. Ratnagopal was affectionately known, was born
at the Inuvil Hospital, Jaffna, Ceylon (as Sri Lanka was then
called ) on 5th June 1942. His parents were Mr. Narayanar
Vathavoor and Mrs. Annalakshmi Vathavoor, both from
Thellippalai. As Mr. Vathavoor was working with Turquand
and Youngs & Co, in Colombo, Ratna started his schooling at
Colombo Hindu College. Later, when the family moved to
Thellippalai, Ratna attended Mahajana College, which was
one of the most successful schools in the Northern province.

Ratna was Mr and Mrs Vathavoor's second son, the first being
Rajagopal, who is living in Jaffna after retiring from
Turquand and Youngs & Co, like the father. Next they had
younger brother Vijayagopal, who is working with the
Electricity Department in Mannar, Sri Lanka. Ratna's sister
Sarojini Wood lives in Watford, Hertfordshire. She works for
John Lewis Partners in London. Another sister Saratha,
younger than Sarojini, sadly passed away in Sri Lanka in 1988.

In 1980, Ratna married Usha, the elder daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Sambasivam of Uduvil, Jaffna. Rather in the old
fashioned way, Ratna was very protective of Usha and wished
her to be a full-time wife and mother. Their son Ranjan was
born in Haverfordwest, South Wales, in 1986 and their
daughter Ramani was born in 1988, also in Haverfordwest.
Ratna was a very caring husband and father and Usha proved
to be a devoted wife, sharing all the difficulties during Ratna's
long illness. As the doctors, nurses and visitors to the
University Hospital of Wales observed, Usha was constantly at
Ratna's bedside, nursing him to the last moment of his life.
Sarojini, being the only sibling of Ratna's in the U.K., was a
great support to Usha, making the long journey to Wales
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frequently to see her brother, comfort him and recall happier
moments in their childhood.

Ratna's friends know of his quict determination to carry out
things in his own way and succeed in whatever he took on. This
was already evident in young Ratna during his school days. At
Mahajana College he captained the cricket team, the first
eleven, and he was a Keen member of the radio club. His
projects included the family radio and he is rumoured to have
Joined up with other boys and broadcast to the locality with a
home made transmitter. He would save up his pocket money,
cagerly awaiting the arrival of the monthly issue of "Practical
Wireless" from London, and make regular trips to the junk
shops in Stanley Road, Jaffna to pick up a radio valve or
transformer. He was so interested in radio and eleetricity that
he had difficulty in deciding not to pursue a carcer in
engineering. As his friends know, he maintained this interest
throughout his life. He always had solutions to practical
problems and "Do-it-yourself" was one of his hobbics.

His other main hobby was gardening, but alas he could not
enjoy many years of his retirement in his beloved garden in
Haverfordwest. However, in spite of his long period of illness
and the limited time, he has left a well-stocked garden for
Usha, Ranjan and Ramani to enjoy.

Ratna entered the University of Ceylon from Mahajana
College and studied medicine at the Peradeniya Medical
College. On completion of the course in 1971, he joined the
Department of Health, Sri Lanka and worked in hospitals in
Matara, Horawapathane, Anuradhapura and Jaffna, thus
gaining considerable experience in urban and semi-rural areas
of Sri Lanka.
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At the end of 1977 he came to the UK. to specialise in
Anaesthesia. He worked as Senior House Officer in
Anacestheties and then Registrar in Anaesthetics in hospitals in
various counties of England before moving to Withybush
Hospital, Haverfordwest, as a Registrar in 1984, He felt settled
in Haverfordwest and retired as a Staff Grade in Anacsthetics
in 1997, owing to ill health. Having been a dedicated and hard
working medical practitioner, it was a wrench for him to
relinquish his duties at the hospital. His service at the hospital
is well appreciated and remembered by the medical and
nursing staff.

Ratna's death at a relatively young age has sadly deprived him
of the chance to see his children grow up and has come as a
great loss and shock to Usha, Ranjan and Ramani and to his
relatives and friends. The welfare of his family was always
uppermost in Ratna's mind and he has instilled his sense of
duty and purpose in his children, though they are still quite
young. Usha will no doubt derive some solace in seeing that the
wishes about the children's development, that she shared with
Ratna, are carried out. May Ratna's soul rest in peace.
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Daddy

I like my daddy a lot because he was kind to me. He used to
help me with my studies. My daddy used to help with my
maths and science. He was a good teacher as well as a good
daddy. I am going to miss my daddy a lot.

From
Your ever loving daughter
Ramani

Tribute To Daddy

I am very interested in cars because my daddy used to talk a
lot about cars. I had my first car when 1 was six months old.
When I was two years old my dad bought me a tractor with a
trailer. Daddy used to take me to the garage every time he
changed the car. The best thing that daddy ever bought me
was a computer and printer. I used to work with daddy on the
computer. My daddy is the best daddy in the world and 1 will
miss him a lot.

From
Your loving son
Ranjan
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Dr. V. Ratnagopal, Staff Grade in Anaesthetics,
Withybush General Hospital, Haverfordwest.

Dr Ratna qualified as Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of
Surgery in Srilanka in 1971 and gained considerable pre-
and post-registration experience in his native country.

In 1977 Dr Ratna commenced his anaesthetic training in
Britain, initially in Penbury Hospital, Kent and
“subsequently in Ipswich, Welwyn Garden City,
Colchester, Braintree and Northallerton, Yorkshire,
before finally coming to Withybush Hospital in 1985.

During this time he successtully completed the primary
part of his fellowship examinations and was studying for
the final exam with the intention of returning to Sri
Lanka.

Dr Ratna was a quietly spoken, self-effacing man and
his assessment of clinical problems was always efficient
and reliable. Patients appreciated his gentle manner and
obvious concern for their welfare. His contemporaries
valued his advice on clinical problems and on more
mundane matters.

Outside work, Dr Ratna was a devoted family man and
was rightly proud of his wite, Usha, and their children,
Ranjan and Ramani.
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Unfortunately, Dr Ratna's long time aspirations for
himself and his family had to be drastically moditied
when he first became 1ll several years ago.
Notwithstanding , he made the most of his adversity,
bought a house locally and established his family in
Pembrokeshire. It is a testament to his success in this
context that so many of his colleagues from the hospital
and his many friends in Haverfordwest attended his
funeral.

Dr. D. A. Thomas,

Consultant Anaesthetist,
Withybush Hospital, Haverfordwest.
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Ascension

And it'] go...
While you are still here
Know that I live on
Vibrating to a ditterent measure
behind a thin veil you cannot see through
You will not see me
So vou must have faith
IT'wait tor the time when we can soar together again
both aware of cach other
{'ntil then, live your lite to the fullest
And when you need me,
Just whisper my name in your heart ...
I will be there.

by
Colleen Corah Hithcock
1989

Read by Beth Simms at the funeral
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Gopal Uncle

LLooking back, going through my old photos and
reminiscing , fond memories are brought back. In all
the photos, there are no photos of Gopal uncle on his
own, all of them have him holding me or playing with
me. | remember having many happy times spent with
him during my childhood. We shared many common
interests in new technological advances, especially
cars. He was a very interesting man , who always had
something to talk about.

[ know he will be dearly missed by everyone who
was privileged to know him, especially me. Rest in
peace uncle Gopal.

- Arunan Yogarajah
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Uncle Ratna

What can [ say about Ratnagopal uncle ? He was a
very good friend of my parents and known to us for
many years. He was very kind and always made the
effort to play with me and looked after me and my
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brother. He was a regular visitor and in a short time
he became a member of our family. When we moved
to Iford we saw less of uncle Ratna and then he
moved to Wales and 1t was on rare occasions when
we saw him but he stll kept in contact with us by his
frequent calls. I remember uncle Ratna and my dad
always talking of this television once owned by uncle
Ratna. It stood on one leg with a broad base for
support. You could lock the TV and take the key
away and the television wouldn't work. It was a clever
device which fascinated uncle Ratna.

In the life Ratnagopal uncle had, he became a
successlul doctor. He married aunty Usha and had
two great children  Ranjan and Ramani. Uncle Ratna
was more than a family friend and he will be greatly
missed by all.

Uncle Ratna isn't suffering any more and [ believe he
has gone to a better place now, where he watches
over us. Our memories of him will live on for years to
come and he will not be forgotten easily

May god rest his soul, our beloved uncle Ratna.

- Abira Yogaraje
Abira Yogarajah
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Our grateful thanks are due to those who helped and
supported us during my husband's illness and all who attended
the funeral, sent messages of sympathy and floral tributes and
assisted tirelessly in the arrangements during our
bereavement.

Mrs Usha Ratnagopal
&
Family.
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