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EDITOR’S FOREWORD
—Professor Kopan Mahadeva—

This is a 75" Year Souvenir for Mr. Kopalapillai Vinayagamoorthy
(Moorthy) & Mrs. Sivagnanambikai Vinayagamoorthy (Siva) of Anai-
panthy, Jaffna, Sri Lanka. They were both born in Kaithady Nunavil,
Chavakachcheri and had lived in Moonamalai Lane, Manipay for years
before they moved to their daughter Verni’s recently built house in
Point Pedro Road, Anaipanthy where the two families currently reside.

Moorthy was a building contractor, and had run a tutory. Siva was
a graduate teacher. They married in 1968 and have three daughters:
Gheetha (wife of Erambu Ragulan, with two daughters: Deepika and
Kajanika), Verni (wife of Babakaran with two daughters: Tharagaa and
Vaishnaa), and Arani (married to Vibooshan, with a son: Kajanikan).

While this Souvenir marks the 75" birthdays of Moorthy (5™ April
2013) and Siva (7" March 2014), it also documents the life and work
of Moorthy’s eldest brother, the late Mr. Velauthar Kopalapillai Thillai-
Nayagam, FIERE and carries a few photographs of his family and that
of his next brother and only other sibling Prof. Kopalapillai (Kopan)
Mahadeva, by way of Moorthy’s Extended Family’s documentation.
Siva’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Pillaiyar Sinnathurai, are now deceased,
and she being their only offspring, Moorthy’s family has become hers.

The Souvenir also contains a few poems written by Moorthy using
his Tamil pseudonym Arul-Kavi (meaning divine poet), and a few by
his brother Kopan who has also compiled, edited and published this
Souvenir through his Century House, as a commemoration volume.

This is a 75" Year gift to Moorthy, Siva and their immediate family,
from his brothers’ families of Thillai (survived by his widow Sakuntala
Pathmawathie, and their only daughter Ms. Vidhya Rajeswary Gowri
residing at Maidenhead, Berks, UK) and of Prof. Kopan [with his wife
Dr. Seethadevi and daughters Uma; Usha (married to David Moran);
son Dr. Lavan (married to Adriana Ponton-Castro, with daughters
Amalia and Kamala); and last daughter Ula (married to Dr. Nischalan
Pillay)] -- who all presently reside in and around London, in the UK.

The above surviving closest relatives of Moorthy and Siva are
delighted to make this nostalgic gift to the septuagenarian couple and
to their immediate family and wish all of them very long, really happy,
peaceful, and prosperous lives though they are thousands of miles
away in the Northern Province of the island of Sri Lanka. O
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QapIGUUIFINUT @ eny
=—GUITFINWT GHIIHN IDBTCH I =

@& FpHH Wmpluneoid genaniubHulsd suglbsH eumld &l CasTuTsn
Meitemen  ellprwseapishdl, Smwsd Fagramblioas  elprwusiptss
sudsellen  T5eus e efliprdhsmend  GareRiLTBl  CHTHEGL 6
SWflésiur L Blenara weof. Seuissit GmoumL FraussCsfl mesly
meraledsy Upbseuiser. HmwembHer s omaflium PTG
Qupriensuisd UsvaIBLID eumphsl, @UGUT Siautseflelr WwoHeT Gareniluier
SeaIliubd), ubsHeaHms siFluiaisien LB @sdsobHlsd sugldlament.

apishd @ sSLLL guubssmgresin fuybpr HLISHSITSaLD,
Feur gEmwen ulLgrfl fflemwunsaun, QETflsoCFuis @emsnimsiu
auimsll. Siauimsit 196860 wewid (WPdHH cpsipl Guekissnanl GUBEBGES
Hewi. (PHEL 1DE6T SHM, DL JIGevsT agild FH-abIfNBmy L6 HHl
Simn, sgaflsr a@ilb B® wasioTengll GuBBTT. DUBHSH s Beuew
FH-ahHMBI ULTETMET WMbBEH SMTHT, haladewim 6gnild @ Cuew
Hemenll QUBBTT. ApeiimTeusTeN ULLSTNE SambsTent jenll, Diewenn
uflsd Gmmiedur el agment WeMbHH SHERNEE 61gDID Hemel Gl
mri. @eniseflen LLrisel Heveubens @b Hredsr o eGen HIews.

@bweoir  apThal-dleuraiest 05-04-2013, 07-03-2014 eagnd  756ugl
Sy eGHenpaymanet Henaialsoensudhdis CaremimBL Lysren CHTHEGLE
aHsIU L Osallgid apisdullsr dpdhs SenowenmyTai WamBhHS S
Causomuysi Casmumneullsiiensnt Sle0eneBTLIGD DleuiHellen auTDoHans suFeoT
amub, apisHuler oiBsHs Beapeurogn @8y FCsneyr CasTursoLisitene
(Garue) waTBsHaur  @GEHbubdafle uL_fiser deabemud SIS,
apidBuilsn eflFnalss GBI Seusmionsajb uflemiggisiengl. Feureallsr
QuBBmTimsT Ham-Bmings sitenenuit Heiandseny (ANwr) Smaumd
smeowonall, Haur gByGwmg Heaflin Msitenen aelidledB LIgWiTed i HFHulled
alletelss @EWUBL Hamalst GEHWUIPL YBUlsT6enl.

@b mEredsy ‘oiplsall agib ymerbuwfed apisHz amIhs Sal
msseil Fev, BHETMS CSTHHH, BHIBBTaHE @evevld’ om TH Geuef
ulge Guygrdflwi Garuen wWaETBHeurellsl SeallenHsEHL A EenemasaiBar.

EFADUYETsL epihAullsr SHeniowieiioni: . SHeOmeBTLSID et
saflen  @niidleonhBer Cuibemeguwii orBleo  Goulipsitlan -Glsd  augujb
wmanell FGhHeom ubsomaBud gCrwssit ellbgwr gréggsosufl Gasenfliy
WLsit @rdeorhsler eosmiefigibsistienoullspid suglun CsrursoLisisnen
(Bmnuen) wa1BmHeur, wemanall emaubSlmwFsTCHeal Diauiseaie wassiomi
o 1om; 2 agr (Hawieus GLall. Guimel 2 1L 6); D& SHEOTHFH  sO6U6H
(enemall  Spfwnenm GuUTeyei-BeroMBHT, &6 OMT  SoTedlwir, &LsoT
QIL&); L®6T ensubHEHsnl 2 eom (Hewmiall sneubHlls HOTHS BHagrems
stemenuLei) 2 _absella@md  apishdl-Farals 75am iembn  ufiGs
Q&@. Cupsmpluisuiss sisdBMGBL APTHH-FlauT HOUGBEHHGID 6T
HEHENLI 1DHET LDTE, Hemialsl oM, b GEbukiseies b GUILTsT
emansmet sTe0BNpEBGID BewiL Spuend sl s ampdhsidapert. [
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SIS GSH QHeILL L euh Halnd
(25 uRI@el, 2010, ASTIPIDL FEF anF DeD60ID & DI TuIg)
——=GUITFIFIIT CHIIG IDHTEHANN =

e1bETevD @l dnlg eumPBeumd eTaiImI €)@ &IGmet
(L& HERT T SI-BMTM6V, LG, HemieniTred & o6y Cmer.
‘FhHEL ML THICMNTEGHF FTIGMIe, HIe 6ld HTLIY...
HHBOHTMH S GUBM SLlwensr U HIas Cmer!

s1bETe0D @afld dalg suTPBeumd 6T6Im GrISIgeEnID
(PpSHEMTeVD (PHoamamel (PHD CprHs GCouamigigaid
HBBOHTH SHID GuBB Swlwele GHLUSHmSL
usBHHe0 BHULIHSUIGLITED LiGeOlITeuTUILl LT s1Emed.

STGENEOD 6IaI(HEE 616 @)L EHF6D 6UIHLD 6T&Im]
(pHBBeteme aGHHLY (Weal-Lsremmul BHLbslgenid
HBBMOBIT TAIDIZ WD & METHHEM(LPLD  [HlenardHMLO6D
Fladsmymul, 1wenhH 2 BIg 6160TD CFTHFHI, DiSHBHHIH6L

9 _GIeNTen] SiMeH I, 2 6TeNHenGHSH SH DTSS!,
Eeiefiyellest @QMmeT BBB EHTaSDHen eflensdd b
susiigmpeusoini UfFeflhs eumpsens Gp Lerumnas
sT6iT6MeNeYLD GJRIBMIOED, gJEIben CuTed Hemev BUOTHIB)...

Baip auby BOLWbmB BEIWPSSHIL6 P HHIH
seranbiEems e QUEL Spemerl uTeldHa
HITTURIST QUbHSIQEDID 6TDemD Djemey  616a1  GlEFuIuLd
otediml, Llehs LosulbetebsOMD @HbUTHSF GFwmbLBeli!

slbBTeVD Befld dnlg eUTDGeUTID eT6i3l  6]mIE | Bm6i;
(pH BT SNV, BIHID HeoTemiTrsd &b (e Cmer.
‘FhBLML INCBTTSEGF FTerCmred, HTET 6IMNBHBILIY...
HHERHTMH S QuBm Swllwener auTpsHHIECper!! [

PROF. KOPAN MAHADEVA: 2009 MDORTY: 1965 MOORTHY: 1995 MOORTHY: ZIJDBI
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unyhlihg Cengd &l LIGHIPaIPT NP S Fi b &6l

—DIHL_ BRI D601 UHH] CHI. ADGTWSHAPIH Jl=—
(2009)

uaienalllpt B BL_ TS0 UTyihsH Ceng. Sarl.
SHANILHOAIT, 61601 ~DI600T 6001, GHNIHT 6IINID IDBTCHaIN.
DRIl QUTIRET GUITS BN, 61601 DhemFF Fl60160TI6TUr 6001 T

Flamid G, NGl QF eI aITpHHHaITi.
[HEDELAUJIUT, QICbeORAIYTW KLl $ID HIalsuhsumed
QFTeoebluIgl HAIPIFIuT, QF uItsmaiuiled SlPenIouiymul

BebeoPIl WenuHaflGe0 BHIL . L _(Ipal eI, 6T6Ul D5l cuulil.
HORISEHID HelbH2 (D SNQIHNCH CuFHari,
QFTebaIaBS D QAF il aImGHUID ¢6IPIS Slememd HIHaIlt,

QFTeo6blNIID B QFevanIQysirm CLIT[DmIAsorpIT L ilsorn seail .
SleveBlomur g Hi 11" HF FpHHCH QFupuBeand,
aIebeOaIJIil @ 60F 6IBIGID 6IhSIMEID aIlpenaldhHI.

HebEOCHITT 6IIpHHIarl, Hallghi. Ued Heneobafled arebevlil,
QFTeo Bevd Sludh SGlienpultd Hsurs @ e S _10QUDPIT.

6I60 Gl (hID 6T QUINIYSGID CUTP arghidD GCHNLICHT DI00r c00rT
QF 6Dl e FIPIILIL_6U HIPT6IH RiHL_& amphHGami! [
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enald Flsmul FHT DSTEHamaldr soarg (2013) <%0t (B Flswpaild &
IDIGONI NI BIHL_&Sal, enInd FHI oI
Coi. albTuIselpddH Hlullsor anIIpSH Hid Gall

SH HQUIDsIIID QUUITOSETERIL SHRIETSHHASH HIULLD
ARAF SieTenalLITsTT (PHHISEGIONT Friwigmd
QFu-Houshder Lwerms ‘FoHTegnd QueRTLABHSTT
‘valllpsaids GUUBSS ... wraflium psflealGev.
IpSHCYT (Weienmeied [HETABHBI (LpSHedaui
GHBOUBLFHS HNiHs Fpsbamals SHevsi
FHHW(PLD HeUBTH FTHICBTH 6T [Hlenmeumi

eI FenFud ysp Gumbml, 90-seafled MBS
SDUSET, SUTOILBB SEMULISIONT [HTsOEUHL 6l
Sibwerfllumd FHremal @EILIOEETTUI elsTSHSHleuT],
FRIE0Eamba seuellsBpF Firaussonsnensy GCFam
B ewIgsd eweubSHWgTUl CleusfleubHmt, FH.
Slevmleanduiled LFCeamprem(h, @riFlsobHed 23,
UsOsiIBF (LD emeuSAUI(IPID LisTeNFFBITSE6T HEvEID
Guewfll @emsmiuumll, DiEMEU GTLIMS DIEHL YLD
Gsusnillog) swos el SSTINT suTDhSHIL Cou BHE !

Q@ sir oL &u1 Guymarar waETeHeuT eignib BGsmis
(Lpsiienti BTHEV-L0MHHI (LWPSHBHIDHET 2 10TH HNeVEhT,
Ueiienre_agm WerGUTpBiehi, GUTmsiwed [BlLjemri-e06ue,
S gnECETT 2 somelain snauShHeenwiLd QUBBTT.
InTsfiTunu QuHOMEHS whensWTsT e0sHHal!
geai@all GHrUIF Hywbasip SeneriiLmmped aBHHEIT?
sialgpilbe 1b FFeDIllenLd FHiensuisuBLel GHTL S WSHTed
&eibd S_BeorssT Usvensd Smbomfullsd FHHH6rT?
GUUBID LsppLe FHUL BB FABLUYL (LT

GCryTsten Meiim CrTUIGBTgEansT Gsusiipl

urflelBev meveir Cuewll @lemiBEHL6T enmall B
UTFSIE &SI LsbeoTemi® eumphAL  BrbeurpsHgiECmnmb. [

1Hlstreh ATy @hpienad Hunisman Sanmmbe 4410 ubnhydh salnmemn sipsant » Hali sl it
wsgmanall 4 #1€xalnnt 08— 06 - 2013 sy A4y CaThmampuh alasuhgn si 1FR)Gd 0 S8paw. (34— )
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ID{HGSI W HD G D BHeOYIMITHD G0 NI FHewsur
—DI(HL Bl Dh6meuII LB CHI. aTlBTulHeIplH ghl=—

@mensur, @meweun, gGenmm EF Caxrpemen?
Ffleop @mUusnsll GuTsd eGemm 61 Ceugemen!
LOEMMGHIGT  HENGUEUT, 61D LOTEHILE6T Hen6NbEHD
GOBBMENH HMEHBHI Fnll MBI HHeN!

MRIGLD @mbhEl, 6T6060MD SIPIUD
GT606UMD  GU6L6D 61D GLIHLDTG6nT!
ERIGLD 616060MD LITRISTULT DEMLOHSIL
Eeveme0 eTEIENTEHl SimsiTelT, mam!

Qumsveor ellenendsit GoumpLeir afipdhs
HeLsuEH Memeuhdl eusdsvsnlo GILIHS
61606MEVEETT  Gsbeor 61D ELIEHLOTEeoT

usbaemev ghmend Uflibg BF SHmed!

SieLllenen SIML GG DAMBEB6T BMIaSle06n6D
SI6TGILeN6... SYEWIL B, eTaTUmG allenmia
sieenen o’y Sieienen QuUpIGaTiD;
Sie] QUL SLenhHID STemGLTLD!

SisenaiD LISTa|D, 616w SEHD-BT, 6rem@umD
Sisiienenulleil SieiLIBEG Siene| Eevensy 6TaTELITLD
DISTENETENLI CUEMIAIE 61D SIUMISG HIFUCUTLD
GUEITIEMLDEST FHIMHGH! HMD OHaiilenen ausmilIGUMLD!

BB GNBTIGET HHenemienl Geuerig
Arsded emd GalsHHs CaalliBuridsad
greniuisd AGSGL GMBHEHD Hibo
urhs ellpHBHud ured Bured SyH@ib!

BRI HhH6 B HenF Crres
SIOQID UBQID DIHsTT CHLLITTHGHEF
QFsveu(pd EHTEIPLD GHiewfloyd Sl igd
&evelllD HMEDID SHememujd GUTHIGLD!

SQENOTL 2_mPpdhHid srdenend GaFrlGUTD
UBeuE U@L Qurmetsensill GUEIGsuTD;
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GBuUSmSL Cuenils @GpbHeld BLHD, 61D
BBenussit SHidHHH SO CFwIGaumid!

o _ma|, GOSN SlenemidHHl HLLUIGUTLD
&Je®6iT, GBITHID, Halishd BHLLUGUTD

o _ulliseir s16b60TGLD Genmeusit LismLLIQLIGHID

2 Wihs Cproslenen o _ewiihgd BID urpGeumid!

fed alprwusy, Fsbuyeimi sGer, BT
UsPemWl LsSwminl urallss oimsielyr?
FHHUGHMS Hemsobm BIo FHmdleusnmi oG
wHHWenr Cummlenen Wi wenpauhH Hmedyn?

158 WPaHHM0r, DimD GumD CariwBy
BiHSD BID OFTRS auBD BFH BTy
|mmsrCr 61b S EIDLEETHEMEN DI HBLI
QuUTAIGID 2 1D SieiLilel LIsUD 6T606VMD H(H 6Tl

BHBH, HOHENEN U666, HELEITTSH HevgSHMleir
QaFmhsemenisd auTpauBild OFsuailw LTHSWGLD!
ShHT, HLIDUT, HOWBF &HbHSJ GUTSHT
sTHGHEI(LPD 6TDeMD SihSHlHs neubBTHIN!!

[RELEUTITEN, LD(HBHIQUITEH, BTWSTHET EheumELo
SIBORID LUSGID Sieul DjQalemiBIGD 6ID(LPamLLLI
BeveusHTT, BanhHalemy eraTopapiGly HTHH
BeLeLESHBW QFICTID BLSEeme 61086 E6mI[B.

RELEVITT, LOMHSBLY, GUT(IPLD [HIULISTEENET [HTHIS6I
SIGORIDLIBEID 61D 2_6T-DAIHH 60 FHSHSH!, 61D
Bleveod e are0Beonilen Sisilemenrs Guemfl, BTLD
Qaeogid BreieUed) GdHHIL6N eumrhGeurd!! [

s

wrefluTy! mSlpelprust Gsrallsd Bevgut ShsFHeuTS Gaomellsd
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<BI601 6W60TH & DIIWID Mafi1TiT, Caled IpuHBIT !
—IGHLSail JpUIUHLE CHI. AlEIWSAPid Hl—

WPGBST (pEHST, W meogumt Ceusd (LpHasT
2_BBMEHT 2 1b ed, 2 HHTCHT (Pman?

Fipdh HfensHle Qeempul Beney Haned
HEIBLD 2 WG 6T 2 [HBHNedemns0 (LPHEST?

iGN Bielod@ Sisimar FOmpd SHhHaT
L 196060  D&SPAYL 65T Sg@emmid, LmgGemmid!

@eim B @aipd Spflwrsgs Gumsd
seuiieply Glosend FTalliugl ej@evim?

geir @bsp Glosteb? euriIBBHEH eflenl LSHLD!
CopenGureinm S0 HbHdH (WHST, LFOEFTEORID!

&60WS 6uTST! SLIDUT! 61D & ga5Gasuw!
@hmevLieungSHr! SHHT! g6t gouwim Glosmemd?

LsOBeOTHLD 61D Gomflenwil LUTHEa  elewgrIA BT
Oleusdaugm, Sieut eTEUHLD, UTWIFBHSE el LsHLD!

WPGBST! 61D Distieneienll GTTGIBEIBILD T g3 EHLD!
sllengalled 2 shoHer Sieysefindi, Geausdapmar! [

CrmE

wmpourem  peognt sbseeams Gerefsd (paLss WAL LD
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2 _ID QUuED) 6T60Idb BaflhHH anbruisCy. armipi!
—DIHL BT <BhHNUNIIHEH CHT. ATBTWHCIPTH Hl=—

wmslp alpTwsCy, wrefdurul efprusey
FHMmaUmeTeL aItib@G2_ 1D GLwenysh HHHCr!

2 1b&Mm HIoGmES 2 L 1bGILIsbeoTD GlasmemiGL e
ol AT GBUSMS 6I6HIH FIRIDID STHSHHEHLD!
Semremientoll QUITIPHID 61eMDd SHTHGLD SHemiLigHEI!
ol GUTERIQI(HID  LOGUTEmIEUHLD eUTDSHEeUmLD allbrwisGy!

slewTemnill 61D eil@HLILIMIGGT 6 BHaNlon md Fal &b
SemigIld HHHEBILCan BmenewmGF et allpmusey!

LemremiwmiaGen QFWIGeumiD, Lsbevidenmul sum@ipmib
Liesiigi_Genr  LmaflemaiGumb, umg®Geumd efiBTULISGC)!

Seutenfil(pd, SLeno, S GUUTHED CsTemi®
ewrenflaaflGs0 eumlp, mBigwiml, Simsiflefi!

wmslg albrwsy, wrefliumul eapisHawGy
BmEBIUPD Fald 61D GHUWISHHTED 6U6wIHIGHB CHTLD.

slewtemilll 61D ellplLmIS6 616M&IB60 MBInL &
SMEID HHSBIPL T BmeneoFiieli efprwsty! [

whHSlp efErust Garallsd (pelds WeRILLID
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alsl_sal, BB ‘Galinsofl”

PG ST SUHBID B F Hb &) ---
—DI(HL BOT DheN0IILIHIH GBI ATHEWISHEAP H Il

SIfwOUGL SMmBSH, L UTHTeNGL LBl UBhH GFeLevF
Aflugenend Femelen Geugsmsit GUTEL OLEF neuHHIH
SMUOUTHeTTHeT PulFHaled Selendsenen f6H oibHa
2 GUUIQWITUL BIEOSIIDS (PHMSWT HHBTEYSSEIFT HhHSHI.

Fhsemenenwd AfLCUTewTed 2 mébsball B 6pFoFuig
BHHLILY SR6V60THl BTHESTUIF FpS [HEVET DDBBDEUBENDEF
FhHHH6N 1OPHHTO6 LIghHIl UsveaTeluBm sumpGeusuingd
SHSTIOTUI [BTEOTHS (HMBSWT HHHTYSHIFT eneuSHHTI.

(psirenmeled ellsLHell sl6ipIQMmeUT FRBTL SN0 suTPHSI
Gimsitenmmedl gmoeil sighid GUWBLCenr HLOWPC Fflyl 19&F
QFeiprBred oieuenyliCuTed @eitenmeflei oienbleuly eamfle
Qureenmpo ellsL&all WHmBWT HmpreydbsyCs sumbi! [
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DeDPHH BL_L_1_ & BHemedEhIl

eI6il &H V.S. HIenFFIMIb
—DlH1L BT BEEDONTIHI CHT. ATHITLIHEIPH Fle—

FflSHs (pasW GFbLUseT 2 HBD

&fiw Guellujb &1biiyd BHTHBM(LPLD

Faflll SHeTEBEHD GO DIEUSTEI(LPLD
uT@yedeomd GUBB L' L wsH Geilwedid
Crpflw CBElLD Bophs BSHTENLPLD
Wihbs o eenepd UThS Lsi(LpBaIgID
allebBumsd Lmeaupld GFsveurds@GE OFnfleywn
GHMSH 2 _6ienIpd Fnifenod GFallsEnLd
DpAW 2_meupid, euFsrsF Sy e
SlhenSMUWILI CUTEIMD 61601 FHEMLOUIGHIT(THL 61
HL0lpfleir SHemevpai WITPLILITEMID DS
FhHenSWD YITWIFS orErTEL GFuls e
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SIVA-MOORTHY'S DAUGHTERS IN EARLY YEARS
(L TO R) ARANI, VERNI AND GHEETHA

A PICTURE OF THE WEDDING OF GHEETHA VINAYAGAMOORTHY (THIRD FROM LEFT) TO
ERAMBU RAGULAN. AT EITHER END ARE MR & MRS KOPALAPILLAI VINAYAGAMOORTHY
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A PICTURE OF THE WEDDING REGISTRATION OF DAUGHTER VERNI TO BABAKARAN
Gataml— uuTsTafa SosTid uSaTsiCuTH alfdd M 1 psim. & pudsid Gl ubeaimsi.

VERNI-BABAKARAN FAMILY, CIRCA 2005 ARANI AND VIBOOSHAN IN JAFFNA, 2011
GausT — IUTHIYL 5 BT HANYIT = HiT) BT Alari, dsyuani afugaoand, Wi £
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MOORTHY-SIVA’'S GRANDDAUGHTERS (L TO R): DEEPIKA, VAISHNAA AND THARAGAA
ALONE IN FRONT ROW (WITH ARMS FOLDED): KAJANIKA RAGULAN

MAHADEVYA
FARADISE

3304, POINT PEDRO ROAD, JAFFNA, SRI LANKA
%;g s : :

‘MAHADEVA PARADISE’: VERNI'S HOUSE (AS IN 2009) WHERE MOORTHY & SIVA YET LIVE
4osTI6HAT BT I’ (2009) : dpihdl— T pEuFsst Gsin aidupn Guswf - uunuzaai ysmaniuhd b
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MOORTHY & SIVA WITH VERNI'S KIDS
apidAund Saunab Causmiull saieTpid

MOORTHY-SIVA'S FOUR GRANDDAUGHTERS
apidhdl— danaila goubudurima Guidsinisg

DAUGHTER ARANI WITH BABY KAJANIKAN
apTbh-amaled sl Syraiupd Gunsii smefibagh
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MOORTHY, THARAGAA & VAISHNAA IN 2008
apTHd (2008) BUTHHCT HOTHT — MaIR)IHTAY L sl

ARANI, BABY KAJANIKAN, VIBOOSHAN
Spysailih i hams dgafhaguh ofLapapib

VERNI'S FAMILY HAPPY AT ANAIPANTHY
Dyamaniuh s APy o Gusmiullan gHiEud
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GHEETHA AS BRIDE, WITH PARENTS VINAYAGAMOORTHY AND SIVAGNANABIKAI
shang Hip. alprnsapibiue b s1uet Hipind dspimmbTansyn gud 0smosS, 1050 Ao

VERNI, THARAGAA, BABAKARAN AND VAISHNAA MOORTHY WITH VAISHNAA
Cansall, HIIA, LTR]Ts0, sHRUGKSTNT: Rib G 4" Db hAD apihdun GuihA ensuadawniayn

MOORTHY'S ELDEST BROTHER THILLAI BROTHER PROF. KOPAN, 2003
WITH WIFE SAKU, KID GOWRI: UK, 1966 [EDITOR OF THIS SOUVENIR]
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. 19
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DAUGHTER GHEETHA’S FAMILY FAVOURITES
eLph HIOBET TSI -JFIE 060l @& BUDLID:
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A Grandma is...
[Author: Valerie Dupont; Acknowledgement: Wikipedia]

A grandma is someone who spoils you
and takes care of you when mama's not near.
She's always happy to see you
and brings plenty of hugs and kisses to share.
Helps you when you're down.
Catches you when you fall.

She'll brighten up you by day,
even on the stormiest night.

She'll tuck you in and read you a book,
till your eyes grow heavy and tired.

But soon enough you'll see her again,
with bright eyes and smiles. [J

A Grandfather

[Author: Rodney O. Hurd; Acknowledgement: Wikipedia]

| like to walk with Grandpa;

His steps are short like mine.
He doesn't say, "Now hurry up,"
He always takes his time.

| like to walk with Grandpa;

His eyes see things mine do...
wee pebbles bright,

a funny cloud,

half-hidden drops of dew.

Most people have to hurry;
they do not stop and see.

I'm glad for Grandpa,

unrushed and young like me. [
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MESSAGE FROM THEIR NIECE ULA MAHADEVA

| have only ever had, and will only ever have, one
Chitthappah. Vinayagamoorthy Chitthappah is, no doubt, a
unigue man. | do not have memories of him from when |
was a small child in Sri Lanka. They all stem from the last
few years during my trips back to Jaffna from the UK.

He has always welcomed me as a member of his family
and, moreover, embraced my husband Nischalan Pillay
every time they had met. On our visits to him and Chin-
nammah Sivagnanambikai, in the house (named ‘Mahadeva
Paradise’) recently built and expanded by their second
daughter Verni and their son-in-law Babakaran, Vinayaga-
moorthy Chitthapah has entertained us with his tales, reci-
tals and devotional songs (of his own composition), whilst
urging us to eat our fill of Verni’'s most delicious Jaffha Tamil
cooking.

Despite his diabetic amputation, he moves around the
house with great speed in his wheelchair, and gesticulates
animatedly when he talks on any topic.

Our lasting memory of him will be his toothless grin from
his wheelchair, dressed in just a colourful sarong and bare-
bodied above that, underneath the threshold of ‘Mahadeva
Paradise’ flanked by his loving granddaughters Tharagaa
and Vaishnaa.

Nischalan and | wish him and Chinnammah long lives on

completion of their 75 years on 5" April 2013 and 7" March
2014, and our very best to their daughters and grandkids. [
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DAUGHTER ARANI’S MOST FAVOURITE POEMS

MY MOM:

Mom, you're a wonderful mother,
So gentle, yet so strong.
The many ways you show you care
Always make me feel | belong.
You're patient when I'm foolish;
You give guidance when | ask;
It seems you can do most anything;
You're the master of every task.
You're a dependable source of comfort;
You're my cushion when | fall.
You help in times of trouble;
You support me whenever | call.
| love you more than you know;
You have my total respect.
If | had my choice of mothers,
You'd be the one I'd select!

DEAR FATHER: You may have thought | didn't see,

Or that | hadn't heard

Life lessons that you taught to me,
But | got every word.

Perhaps you thought | missed it all,
And that we'd grow apart.

But Dad, | picked up everything,
It's written on my heart.

Without you, Dad, | wouldn't be
The woman | am today;

You built a strong foundation

No one can take away.

I've grown up with your values,
And I'm very glad | did;

So here's to you, dear father,
From your forever grateful kid. [

[NOTE: The above stanzas were selected by ‘Arani’ from the public
domain of Wikipedia as her most favourite poems about Parents. She
expresses profound gratitude to their untraceable authors: ANON. — Ed.]
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ELDEST BROTHER V.K.T MOORTHY WITH THILLAI'S FAMILY: UK, 1966
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BROTHER THILLAI, THE INVENTOR

—Professor Kopan Mahadeva—

His full name was THILLAINAYAGAM. He was our much loved and now
missed elder brother. He was five years older to me, and was turning ten
when our dear mother died after giving birth to Moorthy. Thillai was her
extra pair of hands at home when ‘Aiyah’ (our father) spent years
together away from home in faraway Kuliyapitiya in South Ceylon, on his
business ventures. Also, after we moved to Doctor Uncle’s (when Mother
died), this Uncle-the-Practical, Uncle-the-Versatile, Uncle-the-Disciplina-
rian taught us how to put our hands to any job whatsoever that needed
doing around the house. Uncle’s name was Dr. Ramanathar Appah
Vettivelu -- Mother’s eldest brother, who had married Aiyah's younger
sister, and who taught us to honour and cherish the dignity of physical
labour. And thus, brother Thillai soon learnt the art of making things,
and grew an innovative aptitude, well ahead of me. But I was his handy
man, assistant, and adoring apprentice. We had our elder cousin, Uncle’s
son, as our willing consultant and Ideas-Man. A few of the usable items
Thillai made at our (Uncle’s) new home are yet ingrained in my memory.

Thillai would have been around fifteen or so when, with his
innovative spirit and bold initiative, using simple tools that were found
around the house, he made a beehive with discarded packing case
pinewood. He, I now recollect, had picked up the design from the 1000-
odd-page Pears’ Encyclopaedia that Aiyah received as a bonus gift from
his suppliers when he bought ‘Pears Soap’ in bulk for sale at his shops in
Kuliyapitiya. Aiyah, though he had not gone too far with his studies at
school as a boy, still knew the value of education and also the worth of
books. Thus he brought that bulky, hard-covered red book in English to
us to our Tamil village. And Thillai, who was then learning English at
Chavakachcheri (CCH) Hindu College after leaving that town’s Drieberg
College at the end of one year, pored over the small-printed technical
pages of the Encyclopaedia and picked up all necessary information
about the shapes, sizes and characteristics of the components of man-
made beehives, and actually constructed a couple of them, in the early
1940s in our Tamil village of Kaithady-Nunavil in North Ceylon.

These hives were rectangular boxes, around 18"x 8"x 12" high,
with a base-unit that was fixed firmly to a suitable tall platform, and had
a loosely fitting detachable top.

All its components were made from %2 " thick packing case timber
of appropriate widths. The base unit supported 10-12 rectangular frames
hung parallel to each other in a row, across the length of the base unit.
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When the lid was placed on top, the frames hung in darkness, so
that the bees could feel safe enough to build their waxy honeycombs to
fill each frame. The frames had enough space between them to facilitate
separate honeycombs being built, but it did so happen that occasionally,
if adjoining frames were accidentally kept too close to each other, the
(so-called) ‘blind and brainless’ bees built combined honeycombs on
adjacent frames. Only a handsaw, a foot-ruler and a pencil, a few tack-
nails and a hammer were used to make these hives. One was placed
safely wedged between branches and twigs of a mango tree in our front
yard, at about eight feet height. The other was kept in the rear garden,
on a platform, nailed on top of the stump of a dead tree trunk of 6”-8” in
diameter, flattened and smoothed at the top to receive the platform.

All what remained for Thillai to do then, to start the process of
honey making, was to introduce a couple of queen bees, and a few
drones, caught in two wide-mouthed bottles using smoke, from an actual
beehive hanging from a tree branch in a nearby thicket. Next, he broke
off a few pieces of the wax-made beehive itself from which a few bees
were caught, and left them in one frame in each of our homemade
hives, holding the bottles open near the frames, for the bees to enter.

Once the lids were closed, the bees instinctively settled down
on the pieces of the honeycombs. Within a few days, many bees were
seen to fly in and out of the hives, visiting the flowering mango trees
nearby, and starting to firm up the pieces of honeycombs on to the
frames. One by one, in due course, the honeycombs were built up, to fill
the frames. I do remember we had honey from those hives for a couple
of years. I also remember that Uncle did not look upon this and similar
activities of ours kindly, but was prepared to show practical tolerance.
There was a good reason why he let us continue. His own (and only)
son, of whom he was respectfully fond, had also joined our team!

And the second inventive and innovative activity, for which I will
always remember brother Thillai, is for making ‘paper tom-toms’. These
were sold at our village temple festivals in order to make some money to
help with our modest yet hard-enough-to-find, school fees.

The world famous Free Education Scheme of Ceylon, that was
responsible for the Island’s especially high literacy rate, had not yet been
introduced at that time.

And Thillai's tom-toms, which he mass produced with my active
assistance helped to pay our school fees, with income from the hundreds
of surplus coconuts we sold quarterly, in those impoverished years.

These tom-toms each had a head and a handle. The heads were
drum-like in shape and construction, usually 2” to 3" in diameter, and
3."-1" wide.
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Their outer, circular frames were made with dried leaves of the
palmyrah palm, shaped into bands of uniform width with traditional hand
tools, and cropped to the desired lengths, each a little more than the
circumferences of the tom-tom heads, allowing for a small overlap,
where they were sewn with some thread and a needle to make their
hollow cylindrical shapes. The handles of these tom-toms were made
from dried coconut palm-leaf ribs called ‘eekil’ in Tamil, from which,
‘brush-and-sweep’ handheld implements are yet home-made by bundling
hundreds of them together at the holding ends. These brush—sweeps are
made by villagers in their homes to sweep leaves off their courtyards, to
wash concrete floors with water, and so on. The coconut eekil-ribs are
also used, in 18”-20" lengths, to make brooms more professionally, with
round wooden handles and flat iron beadings on either side, held to-
gether with nails or metal rivets.

It is such eekil-ribs, which were used for Thillai's tom-toms, each
9”-11" long. These were passed centrally and tightly across, through the
cylindrical heads until about an inch of their lengths protruded at the
other end. At this stage, pieces of thin crepe paper were cut in square
pieces and stretched across the circular heads on either side, and pasted
one by one, to form the drum-like membranes of the tom-tom heads.

A piece of thread would have been passed through the walls of
the palm-leaf cylinders, at right angles to the handle, using a needle,
and 1”-112" of the thread ends left hanging out on either side.

The unsightly end-patches of the crepe paper pasted round the
circumference would be tidied up with a strip of crepe paper, preferably
of another colour for show, glued down with wheat-flour paste, along
the circumference. Both ends of the handle would then be tidied and
beautified by pasting thin strips of crepe, in a helix fashion round and
round the eekil handle, with precut frills across the strip, which would
later assume a hair-like image round the 5” to 7" long ekel-rib handles.

Small balls of wax, or hardened road tar (picked from the edges of
the Jaffna-Kandy Road), pressed around the ends of the thread hanging
on either side of the tom-tom, created the desired tom-tom noise when
the handles were rotated speedily in opposite directions, between the
fingers or palms of children.

Thillai's tom-toms were popular and sold well, as cheap and attrac-
tive toys for children, at the annual temple festivals of March. We used
to carry these tom-toms, some 25 at a time, press-planted at about 30
degrees to the vertical, into and around straight vertical pieces of
banana fruit-bunch stems. When handed for sale at the temporary tea
boutiques (which crop up near temples during festivals), these tom-tom
clusters, looking like colourful works of art, are hung from shop-rafters.
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In these shop-sheds, they were significant attractions when they
dangled and rotated in the air within the boutiques; along with banana
fruit bunches, which were similarly hung from rafters, but upside down.

The third item from our boyhood days that predicted to us Thillai's
inventive genius of later years was a crystal-set radio he made at Uncle’s
home in Kaithady-Nunavil in the 1940s. The primitive technology needed
to construct such simple radio receivers was also self-taught by Thillai
with Cousin’s help, from Aiyah's old Pear's Encyclopaedia. The needed
crystal, the few lengths of copper wire, the control device for wave-
lengths and reception directions, and the set of earphones were bought
by Thillai from a shop in Jaffna Town, with the money he saved from the
sale of his tom-toms. The Trichi Radio Station in South India, across the
Palk Straits, was only some 20-30 miles from Jaffna, as the crows flew,
and Thillai had even a better reception of programmes from Trichi (parti-
cularly in cooler evenings and nights) than programmes from Colombo,
which was about 200 miles away.

We three older boys, i.e., Cousin, Thillai and I (our younger
brother Moorthy was then being brought up, as a baby, across the road
by Father's second elder brother Sinna-Aiyah's wife) used to sit around
our study table, lit by a kerosene oil lamp, listening in turns to Tamil
news and music broadcast from Trichi, late into nights, much to the
consternation of Uncle. In fact, Uncle was wondering what on earth we
boys were doing with those gadgets on the head and across the ears, in
turn, smiling and moving our limbs rhythmically -- because no sound
could be heard at any time by anyone else. Late one night, he had hung
the headphones around his head and tried to figure out what the cack-
ling noise he occasionally heard, meant. The next day, he asked me. He
did not want to ask the bigger boys. I explained as best as an 8-9 year
old could, but he seemed unimpressed. To him, it was all a waste of
time, taken off productive work in the house, away from (in his view)
our more important activity of studying our textbooks. Two other items
that Thillai had made at home in those years were a pinhole camera,
and a kaleidoscope that uplifted the unforgettable joys of our boyhood.

At school, particularly at CCH Hindu College, Thillai displayed his
organisational skills and business acumen and initiative, by founding a
co-operative society for the students, with an all-time membership fee of
10 cents each, and brought and sold stationery to them (with the help of
a classmate) under official supervision by a teacher. With all these
hobbies and activities, he passed his Senior School Certificate in 1946, at
18. It was poor times for all our people, when World War Two had just
ended; and in any case, neither Uncle (as a practitioner of Ayurvedic
medicine) nor Father (as the manager of his local Village Co-operative
Society) was making enough money to send Thillai to the University.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. 35
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




So, he was made an Assistant Teacher at the village’s Primary
School founded by Uncle. He worked in that capacity for one year,
adding to the family’s income, and then sat for and passed the General
Clerical Service exam for employment in government service. Thus he
moved to Colombo around 1949, to work as a clerk in the Public Work’s
Department (PWD). He soon passed the Executive Grade Exam, and was
transferred around 1952 by his PWD to Negombo, a town 20-odd miles
north of Colombo. With his savings he soon bought an expensive Yashika
Camera, and started his lifelong hobby as a serious amateur photo-
grapher, with an improvised ‘printing and enlarging laboratory’ and a
bedroom-studio in the place where he lodged, until he married Saku.

He won competitions as an amateur photographer. His camera
work, including flash photography, and his long interest in radios and
miniature gadgets, soon aroused a deep passion in Thillai to study
electronics at a higher level, and become an engineer. By 1955, I had
graduated as a civil engineer from the (only) University of Ceylon in
Colombo, and was employed by his same PWD as an Assistant Engineer.
But Thillai had an academic handicap, in that he had not studied Physics,
Chemistry, or Advanced Mathematics, at school. So he used his social
influence in Negombo, befriended some teachers, and obtained special
permission to self-study these subjects in the evenings and weekends,
with the help of his teacher-friends, and (more importantly) to use the
school laboratories for the much needed practical knowledge and experi-
ence in Physics and Chemistry. Thus he managed to acquire SSC-Level
proficiency in these subjects and then decided to learn Electrical and
Electronics Engineering on an apprenticeship basis in the U.K. -- to
where I had emigrated for postgraduate studies in 1961 with Dr. Seetha,
my bride of 1960. He joined us in U.K. in 1963, leaving his wife Saku and
only daughter Gowri behind in Ceylon, while he got settled in the U.K.

In Birmingham, Thillai worked as an Electrical Technician by
day, and studied at the Aston Technical College by night, passing his
Higher National Diploma (HND) in Electrical and Electronics Engineering.
With the above qualification and experience, he worked as Research
Engineer at Plessey Telecommunications Research Ltd of Maidenhead,
Berkshire from 1967 until he retired at 55 in 1983. By day he worked on
Plessey’s projects, but at evenings and weekends he followed his
inventive hunches, to try to ‘improve the world around him, even in a
small way, and thus leave his name behind’. As a first step to finance his
private research and inventions, he bought a house in Maidenhead,
formed a company called Sakthi Type Ltd., and took up a dealership for
Canon Computers. He studied developments in Information Technology
and also the alphabets and linguistics of Ceylon’s native languages of
Singhalese and Tamil, and designed his own fonts in both languages.
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Also he designed his own simplified Sinhala & Tamil keyboards.
He called his fonts 'Sakthi Fonts' and his keyboards, ‘Sakthitype Key-
boards’. He was working on a Visual Display System (VDS) to present
these two languages simultaneously on the screen, with English too.

I was then working as the Professor and Programme Leader in
Production Engineering and Management in the West Indies, and we
presented two papers jointly on *Electronic Information Technology for
the Lesser Developed Countries (LDCs), and ‘A British Electronic
Simuftaneous Information Display System for Two Asian Languages at
the International Conferences of the British Institution of Electronic and
Radio Engineers (IERE) in 1983 and 1985.

In these papers we suggested simplification of and reforms to the
letters of the Tamil language (to make it more convenient for typing,
using standard QWERTY keyboards), since classical Tamil has 247 letters
(12 vowels, 18 consonants, 12x18 = 216 combined letters, plus the
special letter *.."), and its combined letters were written with non-uniform
rules and shapes. At this time he had also invented and patented a
versatile 'Unisex’ Underwear. His family had let the patent lapse later.

His genius caught the attention of Sri Lanka's Broadcasting
Corporation, especially after he become known as the Chief Engineer of
Rediffusion Ltd of Colombo during a couple of years after leaving Plessey
Ltd of UK. SLBC soon entered into a contract (with my assistance), for
him to make a Prototype Unit of his device, referred to in our second
research paper to the IERE, for Sinhala and Tamil languages. He was
toiling frantically on making that device, even having had to design and
build his own Printed Circuit Board (PCB) for it, when, on 7 April 1985,
he suddenly collapsed while he got up to switch channels on his TV
when watching a programme, and died of a heart attack at a mere 57!

Thillai's marriage to Sakunthala (Saku) was a love marriage while
he worked in Negombo. Gowri is their only child who remains a maiden
yet, in 2013, to care for her terminally ill and institutionalised mother,
after a motor accident that Saku met with, when Thillai was still alive.

Thillai’s ashes remain buried in the Berkshire Cemetery, with a
Memorial Stone and Inscription (including a ‘bust’ reproduced on page-
31 of this Souvenir at the end of my true short story written about him in
Tamil, and on page-38). His tomb may be visited even today by anyone.

I am pleased to include this biography, and my poem of 2004 on
the next page of this Souvenir, about this elder brother of myself and
Moorthy, whom we both (and the rest of our families) will remember and
relish as fond memories for the rest of our lives. I believe that his life
story would provide an inspiration to Tamil youths of today who have
lost their motivation & confidence due to the recent war in Sri Lanka. (0
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MR. V.K. THILLAINAYAGAM, FIERE

[Pioneer Eelam Tamil Inventor: 11th November 1928 - 7t April 1985]
—Professor Kopan Mahadeva—

Little could I've even dreamt, that it'd be our last
Téte-a-téte. Together we had dined, that spring day
Before I flew away. Niece Gowri rang at half past
Midnight to Sri Lanka to maim my business holiday.

His soaring spirit, when no end was in sight while
He shaped new things, shooing away all conformity
And flushing out lurking lethargy in lovelorn style
With his passion, took a sudden flight to Eternity.

My built-up guilt from Fate’s decree to have grown
Old apart from him, mourns in my memory’s troves
Since then. Years and decades have so soon flown
From our pilot-run WP-IT Project for Rupa-Vahini.

Doctor Uncle de-orphaned us, his sister’s boys, who
Were merged with his own family of our cousins, two.
Even in teenage years, Thillai'd suspended schooling
To supplement Uncle's wartime medi-care earnings.

It was years after me that he managed to re-enter
Engineering, soon sprinting into Invention, spending
All his hours of late-night years (and most savings too)
On prototypes and trials, attorneys, and patenting.

We jointly wrote research based technical papers,
Debated trends in technology, the world, weather,
And everything. Never did we have time for capers.
Sadly, he departed as we, at last, got back together.

From our tin-and-clay hut he had climbed quite high,
The hard way, with his intuitive enterprise and guts

And iron-will to win in whatsoever he decided to try,
Being best, when bulldozing away all ifs and buts! O
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Retired Teacher Mrs. Sivagnanambikai Vinayagamoorthy, BSc.
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ROTHER MAHADEVA'S FAMILY
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