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Amma....

Although we miss you dearly

And your memories will linger forever...

How do I explain why you have gone

Where you have gone?

Who do I turn to when I need to talk?

Have we talked so much that it needed to end?

Who do I ask for ideas, use as a sounding board or even
for cooking tips?

Do I need to find myself a new best friend?

Who will guide me for the rest of my life?

How do I answer why you left so early

Especially when your grandchildren want a reason

For why their ammamma is no more!

Although there are so many questions in my heart

That need an answer....

You shall always be with me all the way

I will hope and pray as Adhav says that

You will be looking down on us from above the stars

Please be with us all along the way

We will show our love through our successes

Just as you always wished.

Love

Sobi

iy,
‘Eﬁ"’

=

(o
o€
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Amma

When I sit here alone, I think of all the memories...
You brought us up in 3 countries, dedicating your life to us.
Working as a teacher, but always being there for us. I was a
naughty toddler, you wouldn't take me anywhere because you
didn't want anyone to say anything bad about me. I remember
when you fed me lunch when I came home from school, trying
to make me eat, asking me again and again if T wanted one
more mouthful, it hurt so much when I had to feed you.

You would teach me maths, encourage me to play music
and make me great food. Even when I couldn't drive, you
would take me by train to rehearsals. You strived to achieve
perfection, in bringing up Acca me, Adhav and Ara, as well as
teaching and cooking. I't was the love that you added to the
recipe that made it so good. Each day of the week you would
make something different. When I was ill, you would make me
idiyapam and sothi.

When I was little, I would hide behind your saree. You
made me a person who could perform in front of hundreds. I
could see you were proud, when I played in my Arengetram,
each time I played in a concert, when I got my GCSE results,
when I got my A-Level results, when I got into Oxford, when
I started working, and where I am now. You were the
strength that kept me going; I'd want to make you happy.

The numerous days you taught me Maths, you taught
me so well, T was able to cover for your lessons. The days you
sat with me in Mridangam class and gave me the support and
encouragement to do well. The times you watched me playing
Mridangam and Veena, always wanting to take a photo or
video to remember the event. Now each time I play, I'll strive
to give my best performance. You didn't get the chance to
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learn music but each time you saw me and Acca play, I know
it was like you were playing. You taught me thevarams when I
was little. I whispered Mridanga jathis, Veena swaras and
thevarams at your bedside the night before you left us, and
you lay there awake, with a smile on your face.

When I was at university, you would come and see me
each week, bringing me food, the food was delicious but it
was also great to see you, you would want me to call you every
day to let you know I was ok.

You were very modest, never wanting to show off your
talents. People just came to know what a great person you
were . You would always listen to what someone would have to
say, never interrupting anyone until they had finished.
Listening, always having a view but never saying anything that
would hurt anyone.

In your last days you asked us not to worry about you,
but we did, how could we not? It is hard to accept but it isa
relief to know that you're not suffering any more.

When I was little, I always did something naughty and
cried when you told me off. I had nightmares thinking that
one day you may not be here with us. I try to stay strong;
your memories are always here with me. Throughout my life,
you always did the best for us and didn't want us to have any
problems. You wanted to see us happy and even when you
were angry, it wouldn't last too long. I look at the future
today, hoping to be happy, making you proud, and hopefully
the only tears are those of happiness from above.

Yours lovingly,
Thambi
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Our Beloved Ammamma

(Adhavan's speech for his Ammamma’s final journey on 1st June 2008)
Vanakkam
I am Ammamma'’s eldest grandson — Adhavan.

[ was lucky that Ammamma looked after me for 6 years but
my little brother Ara is only 2 and just spent 2 years with
Ammamma.

We always loved going to stay with Ammamma. When I was
a toddler, I even thought Ammamma’s house was mine.

She taught me lots of things, like how to read and write, add
and take away and this year, how to multiply and divide. She
also told me lots of Tamil stories like Ramayana and
Hinduism.

Ara knows how to say the numbers and letters of the alpha-
bet by playing puzzles with Ammamma.

She knew how to get me to do some work and nicely away
from the TV.

Ammamma always wanted me to eat. I don't like to eat a lot
so she made me all the things that I like, like roti and vaipan.
If I refused to eat my food, she will go back into the kitchen
and make me something else - my Amma would never do
that!

Ammamma made me food and brought it with her when she
came to pick me from school with Thatha.

21
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I am very proud of my Ammamma. She has gone to a better
place. She is feeling much better now and has no oxygen
wires.

But she is not with us and we will all miss her very, very
much. She will always be in our hearts to guide me and Ara
and watch over us.

Today, I can see that she was not only our Ammamma but also
very special to all of you.

We thank you all very much for coming here today. We thank
all those who helped us through hard times.

Please pray for our Ammamma SO that she will rest in peace
in Heaven.

Nandri. Vanakkam.

(Aradhen’s understanding of what happened to his Ammamma)

Ammamma is not feeling well.
Ammamma is sleeping.

Ammamma has gone to Appusami.
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Message from Dr. K. Ramachandran

Dear Sobitha,

We are very sorry to hear about your mum. She has been
a wonderful neighbour to us, a lovely mum to you and your
brother Barathan and a sincere friend to many. We will all
miss her.

She was one of the brilliant students in our village and we
thought she would make an excellent medical doctor with
her powerful brain, helpful nature and kind heart. But she
became a popular teacher and produced many doctors,
engineers, lawyers, scientists with her dedication to
teaching. Unfortunately God has not been very kind to her
in spite of her noble qualities. However she has produced
two great children, you and Barathan to serve our
community and others.

Needless to say that the vacuum created by her loss will
never be filled. We share with you and your family the
sorrow due to her loss. May God give you, Barathan and
your dad Balayogan the strength to accept this great loss.

Kanagasabai Ramachandran
Anaicottai Road
Kokuvil
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Message from Mrs. S. Supramaniam

The demise of Mrs. Seethaluxmi Balayogan has left a void in
her family and in her sphere of education. Seetha was a
teacher at Kokuvil Hindu College and earned a good name as
a teacher of Maths, Applied and Physics. Mr. Balayogan was
also a teacher at Kokuvil Hindu College.

Seetha was a soft-spoken person, a good and kind teacher,
well-liked and respected by her students and members of the
staff. She is kind and gentle to all who came into contact with
her and won their love and respect.

After they moved to London, England, Seetha continued her
teaching career. Her students liked her very much and
improved their standard of education under her guidance.
Her passing away is a great loss to Mr. Balayogan, her daugh-
ter and son, to her grand children, her father, to her students
and relatives.

Seetha has lived a good life. We pray for her soul to attain
peace and rest at the feet of God.

Mrs. S. Supramaniam
Retired Deputy Principal
Kokuvil Hindu College
Jatfna

June 10, 2008

3010, Lawrence Ave. East
Apt. 416, Scarborough
Ontario, M1P 4Y6
Canada
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