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(" DAILY NEWS 7/2/2007 AND 14/2 2007 )

Hinduism for society

Prof. Pon Sakthivel

HISTORY: Hinduism is world's
oldest living religion, over 8,500
vears old. The Rig Veda mentions a
winter solstice in 6500 BCE, con-
lirming  the  existence ol an
advaneed civilisation much earlicr.
1 is also the most colorants, most
ient mot peace-loving ol all
veligions. Is roots originates in the
vast Indian subcontinent, in the
Indus  Valley  which had 300
advanced settlements as early as
S.000 BCE. The people living
around the river Sindhu (Indus)
came to be known as the Hindus,
Also known as the Arvans, these
people were local inhabitants and
not lureign invaders.

There is no one single founder
Through penance and prayers,
intuition and introspection. Ancient
seers gained the ultimate experi-
ence ol God. These collective expe-
ricnces [ormed the foundation of
the Vedic civilisation [rom which
emerged the Hindu Dharma,

In those ancient davs even China
had not worked it all out practical-

Prof. Pon Sakthivel

HISTORY: For generations, they
were passed on through experience
and word of mouth unitil docu-
mented. There are four Vedas: 1)
Rig Veda has 10,552 mantras. 2)
Yajur Veda has 1,975 mantras. 3)
Sam Veda has 1,875 mantras. 4)
Atharva Veda has 5,987 mantras.
Veda means knowledge. Two types
of knowledge are necessary to per-
feet human life. 1) Apara Vidya:
Knowledge of the world. 2) Para
Vidva: Knowledge of the Divine.

Hence, the Vedas are the reser-
voir of all wisdom of the universe,
They contain the knowledge of art,
music, linguistics, literature, eco-
nomics, religion, weaponry, space
science, geometry, logic, technolo-
gy, hypnotism, mathemalics, phi-
losophy, ritual, health and long life,
magic, medicine, architecture,
aeronaulics, spiritual wisdom.

Thoreau (American Thinker)
said, “"whenever 1 have read any
part of the Vedas. [ have [elt that
some unearthly and unknown light
illuminated me.

In the great teaching of the
Vedas, there is no touch of sectari-
anism. It is of all ages, climes and
nationalities and is the roval road
for the autaintment of the great
knowledge.

Iy, and even Egypt inherited much
ol it sacred knowledge rom India.
Subsequently o pass it on 1o
Greeee and then Europe still sunk
in sleep. India held the palm ol
civilisation and soon spread it all
around her.

By 5,000 BCE a sophisticated
civilisation flourished in India with
over 300 settiements in oa belt
extending 1,520 kms. Villages ol
mud brick houses were being built.
The lormative phases culminute
into a cultural uniformity and sin-
gle provinee - the Harappan cul-
ture. ‘The Harappun town by 3,000
BCE were well planned with
Citadels and walls laid out in a grid
lashion. The houses had rooms and
compartments with one or two
courtvards, a stair leading olten to
two storevs, In some places 80 teet
wide the strect and lanes had
drains rooled in brick with resular
inspuection holes,

Individual bathrooms and lavato-
ries were impressively drained into
a larger system. The amazing thing
is that all construction was done
with baked bricks which were of a
stundard size - 24 o 04 x 0 cms

found thromshon the Indus Valley
al this period, The lavger cities like
Harappaoand Mohersa-Daro proba
biv sheltered 20 1o 25 thousand
inhabitanns.

What tmiahes the Hindus special is
that they honour the whole ol cre-
ation, sve the presence of God in
cvervthiog o them there are uo
heathens or enemics. Evervone has
right to evelve spivitnally and shall,
at some time realise the traths

Hinduism is liberal! 0 does not
set man o limit of oo lite, but ollers
many lives, At the same thne, Hin-
duism iy steict, it makes man leel
respansible Tor every action he pes
lorms through the law ol Kaviea,

Senne ol the most starctling dis-
coveries ol the world have been the
wreat contributions of Hinduism to
our socicty Fhinduisim is nor nar-
row nor lanatic. Iis broad-minded
and has cncouraged o high level ol
sovial and scientilic advancement

The Vedas transcend  recorded
history, and have not been created
by any moral. The vedas are the
cternal truths revealed by God 1o
the Grea Scers ol India.

{(Ter be continued)

When I am at it, [ feel that I am
under the spangled heavens of a
summer night.

World's first university around
2,700 years ago

As early as 700 BCE there existed
a giant university at Takshashila,
located in north-west region ol
India. Not only Indians but stu-
dents [rom Babvlonia, Greece,
Syria, Arabia and China came to
study.

India invented the zero, without
which there would be no binary
system. No compulers, counting
would be clumsy and cumbersome.
The earliest record date, an inscrip-
tion of zero on Sankheda copper
plate was found in Gujarat, India
(585-586 CE).

In Brahama - Phula - Siddhanta
ol Brahmagupta, the zero is lucidly

explained and was rendered into
Arabic books around 770 CE. From
these it was carried Lo Europe in
the 8th century. However, the con-
cept of zero is referred to as Shun-
va in the early Sanskrit texts of 4th
cenwury BCE and clearly explained
in Pingalas Chandah Sutra of the
2nd century.

Plastic surgery in India 2600
years ago

Shushrula known as the [ather of
surgery, practised his skill as early
as 600 BCE. He used cheek skin to
perform plastic surgery to restore
or reshape the nose, ears and lips
with incredible results. Modern
plastic surgery acknowledges his
contributions by calling this meth-
ods as the Indian method. 125
tvpes of surgical instruments could
cul a hair longitudinallv.Concluded
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