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An appreciation.......

It was the year 1958 and Zahira College, Dhargo Town,
founded just a few years ago, was developing its secondary section
when Thanaluxmi Manickam (later Thanaluxmi Lankanathan) walked
into the school as the first full-fledged Biology Teacher. She was young,
energetic and fresh from the University.

The school was an Assisted School with English as the medium
of instruction and had moved into its beautiful new premises.. Although
independent in its management it derived its inspiration fronyother
Zahira Colleges in Colombo, Gampola and Puttalam. Mr. Shatfie
Marikar as its Principal was determined to develop it into an excellent
center of education with all facilities. It drew its student population
from all parts of Sri Lanka.

Into this set up “Manickam teacher”, as she was lovingly called
by the students and the staff, moved in and started her teaching career
with enthusiasm and skill. She had the responsibility of teaching Botany,
Zoology and Science, building up the Biology section and presenting
students for the G.C.E (O/L.) examination in the English medium. She
was an instant success as a teacher with her exuberant and colourful
personality. Stuclents loved her teaching and we could see genuine
rapport developing between her and the students. Teaching of Biology
needs special skills in the teacher such as drawing illustrative diagrams,
displaying suitable charts, collecting specimens, gathering instruments,
building bridges in the minds of students between what is learnt in the
classroom and the flora and fauna of the natural world outside. Her
enthusiasm for her subject was infectious. Students joined her in her
field trips, excursions and tours. With her unassuming and friendly
ways she was a favorite among the staff too. Disharmony among the
staff was unheard of. Those were days when private tuition was not
heard of. Conducting special classes for students who needed them
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was no strain on her. She considered it as part of her duty towards the
student. Her results were excellent in the public examination.

She was also one of the teachers looking after the Junior
Hostel. Hostellers being young and away from home found in her a
friendly mother and companion. In this capacity she and other teachers
in the hostel contributed much towards building up the school, the
character of the children and their religious life.

In the late sixties the school had grown up to have G.C.E.
Advanced level classes, and she was the first Biology teacher for AL
classes. She took up her responsibilities with full confidence and
commitment. Meanwhile the school became the victim of political
wrangling and was reestablished in 1965. Soon after she met her life’s
partner Mr.Lankanathan who joined the school as Physics teacher.
They found in each other a delightful cordiality that was consummated
in their marriage to the great joy of everyone. Theirs has been an
exemplary married life sharing the joys and sorrows, the sunshine and
the shadows, lifting up each other’s spirit and graciously meeting the
challenges of health as years passed by.

They moved to Colombo in 1973. She started teaching at
Muslim Ladies College and he at Royal College. Later Mr.
Lankanathan joined the Educational Administrative Service and was
appointed to the Department of Examination. They spent around ten
years teaching in Nigeria, too. Even there she faced severe illness and
by the sheer grace of God narrowly escaped death. After they returned
~ to Sri Lanka she was not very keen to take up any regular job. Her
commitment was towards her home, her husband and her immediate
family. As years passed by her health began to decline. Her husband
lavished on her the best possible medical attenticn and super human
personal care for months together. But the inevitable happened.
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She leaves behind a rich memory of her life. Many of her
students who have now established themselves as Teachers and
Principals of schools, Lecturers and Professors, leading businessmen
and Doctors are united in their grateful tribute that in their achievements
in life she has played a significant part as a superior teacher and an
inspiring guide.

My family has known her nearly fifty years. She and her
husband have been very close to us. Though our professions brought
us together we have come to love and admire her for her deep religious
life, her natural goodness, her genuine affection and her sincere concern
towards our welfare. She has been an affectionate sister to my wife
and a loving “anta” to my children, her nephews and nieces. Rarely
will they find another ““anta” to take her unique place.

Deeply etched in our hearts remain memories of her beautiful
personality, and a vacuum no other human can fill. Physically no more
with us she is immortal in that she lives in the loving memory of her
students, her loved ones and her friends. May God console
Lankanathan and may he find solace in the memory of their beautiful
life together.

-S.G.Samuel
Former Vice Principal
Zahira College, Dharga Town.
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In Appreciation of a loving aunt.

My memories date back to my early childhood days when |
was a 3-4 year old. The aunt [ fondly remember as “Chinna (small)
Mami (aunt)”.

She was an angel of love and a person who would embrace
any child with her passionate ways. There were days when they were
living together at our residence in Colpetty, at night 1 used to get off my
little couch and climb on to her bed in anticipation of listening to bedtime
stories and to chat with her. She would always find time to play with me
amidst her busy schedules.

Her love towards us (children) grew day by day. When she
was teaching in Aluthgama I used to await her return during the
weekends eagerly in order to play with her and share my little adventures.
She was a magnanimous person who can cheer up anyone through her
loving and caring ways. Her love and care extended to all her nephews
and nieces and many children of her relatives and was not restricted to
aprivileged few like me.

I still remember how she follows up on our school performance
with much interest in order to advise and guide us. Being from the
teaching profession she used to enjoy this work whilst meticulously
performing same.

[ had several opportunities of interaction with her. The times 1
could clearly remember was when I was a kid aged 12 years when my
uncle and aunt were staying at Soysapura flats (closer to our home).
My responsibility was to buy bread from the boutique for both of our
families in the evenings, I used to do this with much delight, as every
time I came to their home I was petted and fed with a scrumptious
treat. This is an example to the kind of affection she had on us.
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Later on when both my uncle and aunt went overseas to Nigeria
for employment we would still exchange regular mail which contained
boundless affection. She would still continue to know about the progress
in our education through mails and advise us. I still remember the
encouragement we all received from her on our achievements. During
the difficult times we received more of this. which kept us going.

I feel that my personal achievement in life was mainly due to
the encouragement and advice that I received through many persons
like her. Repaying such debt is impossible in ones lifetime.

I will consider my self at least a little lucky in the sense that |
was able to visit her more frequently in the last few years and express
my gratitude in humble words and deeds. I will cherish my last ever
encounter (before her demise) when I visited her with my wife soon
after our marriage. During this visit “Mami” enthusiastically explained
to my wife my childhood adventures and her experiences withme asa
toddler. At that time I thought to my self that we would be able to visit
her more often in the future with a larger family and keep her happy,
specially as she loved kids.

However God had his own plans. God loves to take the best of
people from this world much in haste for his work in heaven. I had such
similar emotions when [ lost my own mother unexpectedly. [ wish to
take leave after leaving these thoughts behind.

“Most people live to make happiness but a few live to give
happiness and the only difference being that the latter few are
remembered forever, whilst the rest of them get forgotten soon”

*Chinna Mami” was a living example of this few,

Let us all jointly pray for her soul.
. - Nephew

Wiknesh.N

Battaramulla,

Colombo.
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- Prof. Dr.Sir Selva Selvakumar (Dr.Ac)
Dr.Svetlana (sroGisuhsuentT)
G.Sarantchouk Ph.D (Dr.Ac)

DEVI CLINIC and faculty
of Integrated Medicine,

16 Glenaber Place,
Colombo - 04.
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To my beloved Thanah Appaachi

There are a few feelings that cannot be expressed by words;
my grief for you is one among them. There is no way that | can word
my pain in a letter nor express it to the world. In each teardrop that |
shed, I see your pleasant face that always expressed love for us, the
smile of yours that spread the rays of a divine love. Thanah Appaachi,
you came into my life even before I was old enough to realize the value
of love. We were taught to call you Thanah Appaachi; Thanah, referred
to your name Thanaluxshmi and Appaachi, because you were no less
than a mother to our Appa. It was through you that Appa taught me
what love meant; it was through you that Amma taught me what a
motherly affection meant.

I remember how you took the bus all the way from Moratuwa
to Wellawata, to bring Soya curry and other dishes for Amma when she
was expecting Hari. My eyes are welling with salty tears while the
taste of your curry still mingles in my throat. The stories that you told
Appa and Maami became our bedtime stories when Hari and I were
toddlers. I shall never forget the little something that you brought for
every one of us at home whenever you visited us. Appa refers to you
while he speaks about the generosity of King Karna in Mahabaratha.
King Karna might be a legendary character, but you were a living role
mode! for humanity and kindness. Our birthday parties were never
fulfilled without your hugs, your blessing, your gifts, and of course the
love that you always carried with you in your eyes and in your heart.
Today I weep within my self when I think of the lap that you always
called me affectionately to sit on. As a five year old | was always very
eager to go to Sai Bajans with you not because I understood the spiritual
importance of it, but because | knew that you would give your share of
lattu to me as well. [ was always known to be the naughty, loud and
messy child when | was little. Whenever Amma or Appa scolded me
for my stupidity [ knew that there was still mercy in one place in this
whole wide world, which was none other than you. | remember you
defending me saying “Paavam Athu Chinna Kutti thane”, whenever

36

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Amma or Appa scolded me. The charming beauty in your face even
after age crept into your skin showed us the innocence and the liveliness
in your soul.

Thanah Appaachi, you showed us how to be an obedient wife,
loving sister, caring aunty and of course an adorable grandmother. It
amazes me when | think of how much love you showed us through all
what you did for us, even the simplest things like bringing us countless
re-fills of drinks whenever we visited you, the tight bear hug you gave
us whenever you saw us. The last time when [ saw you in Sri Lanka
your eyes became teary and your lips trembled with the fear of not
seeing us again. | held your hands tight with the assurance of coming
back to see you, today my conscience is tearing through my heart with
the dagger of guilt. Here ] am in Canada miles away from my homeland
asking God why I was not given a chance to bid good-bye to my beloved
Appaachi, who was fast asleep for a very long period of time hoping
that I would come to say good bye to her with a kiss. The feel of guilt
pricks me like a thorn when | think that I failed to do my last rituals to
you, pay my iribute to you. Today when my relatives and my friends
ask me how much I loved you and how much I miss you, I stand
speechless. How can [ explain to others about the feeling that runs
through my blood? How can | measure the love that | had for you?
With whom shall | share the pain of my grief? Who shall understand
how much I miss you? [ understand that it is indeed God’s desire for
you to rest in peace after all the hard work that you have done for
others. I know that although you are not in person with us, your soul will
be guiding us towards a sacred path. Thanah Appaachi, please for give
me for not being there beside you, hope you will understand that even
though I was unable to come, my soul was with you always. Thanah
Appaachi, please give us the strength to bear the sorrow and the pain
of your absence. We bid you good-bye and ask the Almighty to let you
rest in peace.

- Remembering you
Your beloved Granddaughter
Vanchi

37

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Remembrance of my appamma with
tears

I would like to take this chance to share some memories on
my beloved, Appamma, called as Thana periamma. In July 2002 when
1 visited Sri Lanka I was extremely excited to visit all my grandparents
for the first time. I still remember once she told me “if [ go on a search
of a goal ] must never come back without succeeding”. As her wish I
will succeed in the goals that I place and remember the words she
said. I know she is a very caring and kind person.

My dad always said that before he got a job and started to
earn, her support was very helpful in order to achieve his goals.

I was very anxious to see her again in August 2005, when I
‘visited Sri Lanka for the second time. I was disappointed that she
could not speak to me and I could not speak to her. I didn’t think in
‘the past that I would see her in this way. I would always take such
things as granted until T loose track of this real treasure T have in sight.

May appamma’s soul rest inpeace.

: - Loving granddaughter,
- Shivajini subra
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MRS. T. LANKANATHAN, NEE. MISS. MANICKAM

Thursday evening, 09" March 2006, my phone alerted me that
[ had missed a call from an eminent teacher of mine, Mr.S.GSamuel.
His concern that day was to convey to me the sad news of the demise,
the previous day, of an eqyally eminent teacher of mine, Mrs. T.
Lankanathan - affectionately and respectfully remembered by us as
“Manickam Teacher”.

I said eminent - yes respected and eminent they were because
they were the eyes through which we were to visualize our educational
prospects and the future life to be.

Given the conviction that “from Him have we come and to
Him is our return”, | was overwhelmed with sadness the day we paid
our last respects to our beloved teacher. The sadness, understandably,
was due to the realization that the beginning of the passing away of a
conflict free era of devoted educational service was in the offing with
the death of a flag-bearer of a teacher of that era and of that vintage.

Gentle persuasion with firmness was one of her hallmarks. The
knack and the sensitivity to correctly judge the needs of her students,
often in consultation with her close colleagues, prompted her to pay
special attention to promising students. I thank God for the efforts |
could put in to make her special attention turn into a rewarding
experience for her. The blessing of correct guidance for us through her
and her close colleagues during our formative years made the Aluthgama
days a golden period for us.

This note of appreciation from me, I trust, would be a source of
comfort for her family members and Mr.Lankanathan, as we share
their grief'and prayers for her.

- Dr.A.L.M Hafrath,
MBBS (Cey.)}, MRCP(UK)
Consultant Visiting Physician
Negombo
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Mrs. Thanaluxmi Lankanathan - the
Golden Star

Mrs. Thanaluxmi Lankanathan, commonly known among her
close associates as Thanah, is no more with us. She was bottled
sunshine, but the cruel hand of destiny has taken the lid off the bottle.

I came to know Thanah with my marriage to her elder sister
as far back as half century ago. She was then a young girl with all the
fun and frolic characteristic among girls of her age. I soon began to
realize that she was a rational thinker and an intellect very much above
normal standard. However, she never displayed her intelligence to
any one, to score merit for herself. It was noticeable that she exhibited
the spirit of sportsmanship whenever occasions arose. I was and am
still proud that I have had a sister - in - law of her caliber.

With her death the thought overwhelmed me that all goodness
and sanity were being smashed to smithereens and the feeling that
goodness is becoming obscured by the forces of evil is strengthened.

She lived a lady in the true sense of the word, that in her
presence, an ordinary man is a gentleman. She was a repository of
human conscience and social justice

She possessed the greatness to ignore the faults if any of others
and to appreciate the best of their performances. I imagine that her
extraordinary, but exalted behavior in a world where aggrandizement,
evil, envy and all other norms may have made this lady a misfit.

She was an extraordinary lady, taciturn, but with a deep sense
of piety. No one in this world is perfect. If any one accuses her or
points out her petty faults, she receives those accusations with a sweet
smile.
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Her death is a defeat for human dignity, truth and unselfish
love she personified as a loving wife, a true friend to many and a
selfless lover of all children although she had none of her own.

She never hesitated to offer her help in any form to those who
needed, but expecting no reward in return. Her just reward was the
inner satisfaction she derived from such deeds.

Many of her past students over about 40 years ago, now
eminent personalities in public life volunteering to be Pall - bearers at
her funeral is a clear demonstration of the extent to which she had
captured the admiration and regards of them all.

Thanah the gentle lady faded away from our presence, but
shall never from our hearts and memory.

The tear drops of all her loved ones she left behind, whenever
her thoughts haunt them, will be the blessings to this gentle lady.

Farewell gentle Lady,
Candle of Sunshine!

- brother - in - law
T. Jeganathan
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The Gist of Gita

Whatever happened to you,
It went on well.
Whatever is happening now
Is going well.
Whatever has to happen
Will also be good.
What have you lost
Foryouto cry?
What have you brought with you?
For youto lose
What have you created
Foritto go waste
Whatever you obtained
Was taken from here.
Anything you gave away
Was given to you here
What is yours today,
Will belong to someone tomorrow.
In another day,
It may belong to someone else.

*“This is the rule of nature
and my summary of creation”
- Lord Sri Krishna,
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