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Our grandfather

T I ST

Qur grandfather was someone who could easily put a smile on
our faces. He was always the one to entertain us, whether it
was playing ball with us or taking us to the park when we were
younger. He made sure we enjoyed our stay and it was very
clear that he was a caring and loving man. The memories that
we both treasure will be the good times we had with our
grandfather.We would like to thank him for being a kind heart-
ed human being.You will surely be missed by your loved ones
but always remembered.

Sureka Rasiah & Sutharshan Rasiah
i
SISILD Ueitd Blenpbs bewriiGer !
FleQyen oenMbHHen eI
Bel e FmoyaiGym
J MW 0 OV ¥: o o ST fo o L)
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Digitized yMNoolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



To Our Loving Grandfather,

It was in 1994, a mere twenty-one years ago that our grand-
father stepped foot into 2 whole new country - a place that he
would call home.The eldest of us was only four at the time, but
was well aware that a new family member was being welcomed
- by migration that is,

Our grandfather was agile, had strength and mobility - which
led him to act independently from the time he arrived in
Canada. When we were young, we knew that our grandfather
lived on his own; with our grandmother. On occasion, we
would visit him at his home - but it was his visits to our home
that outnumbered. In the spring, summer and autumn months,
he would come by our home; often it was daily - as we all lived
in close proximity to each other.

He would sometimes come over to watch us, while our
mother or father partook in their business affairs - it was one
of the ways we got to know him better. Our grandmother
suffered a stroke in 1997 - and even during this period of time,
he stayed strong and maintained his livelihood. He would still
continue his daily routine without any mishaps and come visit
us when time permitted.

As young and healthy as we were, we were not able to adhere
to his morning routine. Before we would wake up in the morn-
ing, he would have completed the bulk of his morning and
mid-day tasks. Just as we would begin to have breakfast, he
would have already showered, cooked the midday meal, walked
a few laps around the nearby track & field court and be back
at home.

Cote-des-Neiges was where we all lived at the time and for
him - it must have been like a small town in his homeland. He
knew of people, places, landmarks, temples and churches and
got around - without anyone’s help. In essence, he knew these
areas like the bacl of his hand.

The neighborhood was home to an iconic shopping complex,
where our father owned a business. When we would visit our
fathers' business or go to the shopping complex - we would
always see our grandfather, sitting on one of the wooden
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benches by the Canadian Tire store. We always saw him there
because we knew he would be there - everything he did was
planned and timed.

As he always stuck to his schedule, everyone knew where
to find him at every hour of the day.Whether it was at the

local shopping complex, park or at home - we knew exactly
when he would be there.

However, as the years progressed, we became older and so
did he - but simultaneously, he had begun to lose his sense of
agility. Despite the lack of energy, he still continued to visit us
and the other families and even take care of his own needs.
Our mother would cook for him and our grandmother, and
we would bring it over.

One of us along with our dad began making frequent visits
to the local hospital along with our grandfather. It was 2008
when our grandfather became diagnosed with a bladder cancer
that required weekly visits to the hospital. The eldest of us
would accompany our father along with our grandfather. The
receptionist at the hospital would quip about how all three
generations were present - they found it to be a pleasant sight.

Our frequent visits to the hospital soon turned into several
days and nights at the hospital. Our father was the one who
had spent countless days and nights with him - tending to his
needs along with the clinical professionals.We would visit to
fill the void in his days at the hospital.

it was during the car rides to the hospital when our
grandfather would openly talk with our dad. He would ask for
help if it was needed - usually it was something along the lines
of "head to the pharmacy before dropping me off, I'd like to
pick up a few meds" or sometimes about something he had
heard that week.

His condition worsened over the 7 years following the
diagnosis and he realized it wasn't getting better, but he still
remained hopeful. On occasion, he would talk to us about how
he should be healthier and often times; he would compare him-
self to a lad whose sixty-some years younger.
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It was becoming an incredible burden on our grandfather to
take care of himself, so along with him, we decided to have him
and our grandmother move in with us. He preferred the
middie child in our family, as our grandfather would always ask
about him. When we would be out of the home on our
personal affairs, our mother spent most of the day with him.

As you've already learned, our grandfather was a man with
strict adherence to his schedule, who tended to his basic
necessities in a timely and orderly manner - which has helped
him live for so long. We are blessed with the opportunity to
have spent two very close years with him, as he struggled with
his uncomforting medical conditions.

Despite his reduced mobility and physical condition, he made
it a priority to stay in touch with those he cared about -
regardless of whether they were family or not. Everyone wouid
agree that he was someone who not only loved to talk, but
listen and advise - as he would do with us.

In spite of his preference to be independent, we've been
more than happy to have given back to him through our help
over his last few years and we can be certain that he is now in
a better place.

Your Loving Grandchiidren,
Kirushanth, Thanusan and Sivashanth

To My Father with Love,

el

Something's will always be the same, | will cherish you forever.
Good solid things like honesty, and trust and caring about peo-
ple. It's qualities like these that keep us aware of who we are
and what we give to everyone. It's qualities like these, Father,
that you've taught me to value through your influence, your
example, and your love. It had made me appreciate you more.
| am very lucky to have you as my father and | am grateful to
be the daughter of a great man.

Your loving Daughter,

Pathminithevy Rasiah

{Montreal)
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To Our Loving Grandfather,
There are moments in life wa wish we could bring someone
back and this is one of them. Just to spend the day with you
one more time, to give us a few more good memories. One
more chance to say Thank You and We Love You.

From
Your ioving Grandchildren
Navaneethan, Luxana, Ladchan
(Mentreal)

Our Dearest Grandfather,
D LED G
We miss you grandpa.You've left us, leaving us sad. We deeply
miss you, Whenever you would see us, you would smile and be
cheerful - wa loved that about you.You always heiped us and
you: were always kind to us.We only wish you were here with
us, right now. We wiil forever miss you grandpa.

Your Loving Grandsons,
Thiva Pathmanathan
Ashwien Pathmanathan
- Thishan Pathmanathan
{Montreal)

Rasiah Mama

SEDEED ST

Out of my Amma's cousins, Rasiah mama is our most
favourite> due to his loving and caring attitude throughout his
life. While he was in Sri Lanka he used to visit us every 2
weeks. On some visits, he brought us parcels of Mutton fry
wrapped in banana leaf. During his visit he takes breakfast with
our ammah and appah while we went off to school.

| reminisce 2 memory when Periappah died and Ammah and
appah had to leave Jaffna to Colombo for the funeral. During
this time> Rasiah mama cycled from Chunnakam to Brown
road every night to take care of us till morning. He then left
back to Chunnakam at early morning 5 am to irrigate his
farms.

Rasiah mama's act of humanity has no bounds. Once my
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ammah was severely ill. On knowing this, he brought his ammah
to stay with us and loolk after us. During her stay, Rasiah
mama's amma, she use to pound the paku  and betel leaves
using a mortar and pestle after each meal of hers. It was such
a big surprise, as it was our first experience hearing the mor-
tar and pestle, also to say the taste of the betel mixture was »
blast of taste buds.l can recall many ever- lasting memories
that | will cherish of Rasiah mama forever

He is what | call the true embodiment of love and strength:.
Finally | felt really overwheimed with sadness about the most
recent memory just before Rasizh mama's death.Around 19
days ago before Raisah mama's death | happened to talk wich
him.

We decided to meet up in June and he told me

"VAA NALLADHU". That was the last thing | heard from
him. Hope his younger generation will continue his attitude
and love !

Sumathy Moorthy
(Thanakularayan)

Dearest Machan,
We in Singapore are in shock and tears at your sudden
passing. When we received the call that you had left ali of us,
we could not stop crying. It was especially shocking as we had
just spoken to you two days earlier. You had sounded your
cheerful self, though slightly tired.

Appa and amma always held you in high regard. Appa always
spoke about you and your mom, who was his sister, whom he
loved very much. Not surprisingly, you were his favourite
nephew. He told us how very like your mom you were - in
caring and helping everyone. The elder two among us remem-
ber how you used to play with us and bring us sweets and gifts,
and the stories you told us when we were young children in
Ceylon. But our other memories are not that clear as we were
only five and six years old then.
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After we came to Singapore with mom to join our father, our
contact with you was mainly through letters and the
occasional trunk calls. Later when you moved to Canada, appa
and you would speak on the phone weekly, and on
occasion, even daily. Perhaps if Skype was available then, we all
could have seen you as well. But even though we could not see
each other, the strong bonds were still there.

Appa and amma often told us many instances of your help and
care. They told us how when Appa was working in Singapore,
how you used to cycle from your home, which was quite a dis-
tance, to see how amma, her younger brothers and sisters (our
uncies and aunts), and three of us small children, were faring
and to buy vegetables and provisions from the santhai (market)
which was only held weekly in the town. And of course there
were lollies and sweets for the elder two of us.

We, especially appa, were overjoyed when you and Machaal
came to Singapore in 2005. Amma would have been equally
happy, but sadly she did not leave to see you in person. But
that one visit is etched deep in our hearts.That's aiso when you
met all six children in person.The six days you spent with us
and the times we spent are precious memories locked in our
hearts forever. Appa in particular, was over the moon, in
meeting you after so many years.

How Appa and you travelled down memory lane. it was as if
the several decades that had separated you two had never
happened. Of course you remembered us elder two. But Thevi,
who was just a baby, was all grown up. And for the first time
you met the younger three - brother Paranjothi, and sisters
Saraswathi and Thangam. We recall your chuckles when you
told us how we had accompanied you when you delivered your
wedding invitation to relatives and the littie pranks that we did.
Oh, how many sweet memories you shared !

When Appa, brother Paranjothi and Thevi passed away, one
after the other within a span of six years, you always calied us,
almost daily in the first few weeks, to console and comfort us
and encourage us to remain strong.You will never know how
much strength and solace your calls made or what just hearing
your voice meant to us. You told us to be tough, to take care
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of each other, to eat healthily, and be there for one another

Your confidence, your positive outlook on life, your courage in
starting a new life in a totally alien country, where the weath-
er was far from the tropical climate you had grown up and lived
almost your entire life, are testimony to your endurance and
life philosophy. Not once did we hear you lament or feel sorry
for yourself, even in your last few years when you became
unwell. Such was your fortitude.

Oh, how you loved your adopted country and harsh winters
notwithstanding. You will tell us all about the malis and the
walks in the park, the bus trips and your chats with friends
from Ceylon who had aiso migrated there.

When we made our weekly calls, it would be 7am in Canada.
By then you would have had your bath and completed your
prayers.And when you picked up the call, you would recognize
immediately which one of us was calling you, just from our
voice.

It is with heavy hearts that we Karthigesu (T huraiappa)
children bid you farewell. Machaal who has been with you all
these years, will miss you dearly.You were her anchor and her
strength. We pray and hope that she will find peace and
comfort in remembering the good times.

Machaan, who will call us “pillai” in that uniquely robust and
cheerful manner? We know we will continue to miss you, our
long distance conversations, your laughter, your sense of
humour and your wisdom. Machan, you are forever
etched in our hearts, together with the memories of our
parents.

Anbudan,

KARTHIGESU children,
Arunthathi, Sulosana, Saraswathi, Thangam

(Singapore)
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