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Editorial

A 'Bicentenary' is a rare and special occasion, warranting a celebration. St. Peter's
reached this mile stone on the 19" of February, 2023.

Congratulations! St. Peter's! You deserve to be proud. of-Keep it up! You have crossed the
200" mark at last and stepped into the next century with vigour and vitatlity as ever before. It is
nothing but the unconditional grace,...». love and sustenance of God that has enabled us to march thus
far. I need not state the string of obstacles we have encountered along this long and hazardous faith
Jjourney. It is nothing but the mighty hand of God that has guided us through thick and thin.

We remember with gratitude, the sacrifice made by the early missionaries, who braved
themselves, stepped out of their comfortable zones and embarked on a hazardous mission, only
trusting in Lord God and obeying his .commands. None can deny the fact, that God who was with
Abraham and later, with the mm:onnes is with us now, guiding and guarding us and who will
continue to do so, even when we walk into the oblivious future.

Like the temple of Jerusalem which was destroyed beyond repair, St. Peter's too went to rack
and ruin. Only the rubble remained. But it is nothing but God's mighty hand that has enabled us to
reconstruct this structure. It was a faith walk, so to say. Rev. Karunasekara embarked on this mission
of rebuilding in faith, with the mere compensation money of Rs. 200,000 received from the
Government. Then God sent us the South Korean Methodists out of the blues. This was no doubt
unexpected "Manna' to us from heaven. This was followed by the magnanimous help which flowed in
from all quarters - past and present locals, well wishers and past members from abroad. God did not
forsake us where the building of his temple was concerned. He had been with us at every turn. Like
the proverbial mustard seed in the Bible, which grew into a massive tree giving shelter to the birds of
the air, St. Peter's too has reached her former stature, embracing all those who come unto her. After
the 30 year war, the church community dwindled to a handful. Yet, God has drawn many towards her,
embracing them with his loving hands and strengthening His church. We have the assurance, that HE
will never forsake us, His children.

Whatever the missionaries toiled for, and dreamt of, has been fulfilled by Him. This church,
St. Peter's, will always bear witness to Him, being the light of the world and salt to the earth.

{éﬁ”/i’

EdltOI‘
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;; Message from the President of
9.4 Conference

We are celebrating 200 years of God's faithfulness, manifested through His unfathomable love, endless
mercy and immeasurable compassion, as we give thanks and Praise God's name, commemorating two
centuries of the life and witness of St. Peter's Methodist Church, Jaffna.

St. Peter's Church has sailed through both happy and sad moments, joyous and challenging times. Itis
associated with the magnificent educational institutions established and nurtured in

the peninsula, the early steps taken to facilitate education and social mobility for women, the translation
of the Holy Bible into Tamil, the contribution made to the growth of Tamil literature and culture and the
challenging times of living through decades of war and violence, bombings and shelling, displacement
and large-scale migration. Ithas withstood various challenges through the decades and has reached this
milestone of 200 years of its dedication and commitment to our Lord Jesus Christ and service to the
people, both in Jaffna and in other parts of the island, regardless of caste, race, ethnicity or class but
serving every human being respecting their dignity and honour.

As we celebrate and offer our thanks to God, let us also realize that it is also a time for reflection and
renewal as we enter into the next century. The days ahead are full of complexities and the magnitude of
the challenges is something we need to prayerfully grasp, analyze and comprehend. The drug menace,
the yearning of the poor and downtrodden, the cries of the widows and those whose loved ones have
disappeared, the increasing crime and corruption are some of the glimpses of the challenges we face
ahead.

Yet, we need to affirm our hope in God who has brought us so far, who is God-Immanuel, the God who is
with us today and the God who leads us into the future. Therefore, the celebration is essentially a time
for rededication to continue to witness to the love of God, to the liberative and redemptive sacrifice
made by our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross and the power of the Holy Spirit, who leads us into all "Truth'
and freedom. We need to step into the future, not depending on our human abilities and resources, but
empowered by the Holy Spirit towards self-less sacrifice and service, being the salt and light to the
people in the peninsula and becoming Catalysts for arighteous, peaceful and a just society.

It is our wish and prayer, that St. Peter's Church will become a beacon of hope, affirming human sanctity
and dignity as they live by and witness to the values of the Gospel and be God's redemptive instruments.

Rev. W. P. Ebenezer Joseph
President of Conference
METHODIST CHURCH SRI LANKA
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Greetings from the
_ Vice President of Methodist
Church Sri Lanka

Atthe outset,  humbly thank God for giving me this opportunity to send greetings for the bicentenary of
St Peter's Methodist Church, Jaffna, and thank God for his continuous blessings throughout the 200
years of the mission of the Church, including the services extended to the people in the Jaffna peninsula.

We should thank the Missionaries and the Ministers who have served in this Church including the lay
leaders for their contribution towards the continuation of the mission of the Church. Itis needless to say,
that during the past 200 years of its mission there were so many generations of believers who received
their spiritual development and guidance by actively participating in the worship services conducted in
this Church.

We also should praise the Lord for the services extended to the Society at large through the mission of
this Church during the past 200 years of its mission.

Atthis juncture, the Jaffna Church needs to develop a sense of duty which will make the vision a reality.
Much of our life as Christians should be spend in fulfilling our responsibilities and duties according to
Christ's teachings and not in satisfying our own whims and pleasures.

We look forward for many more years of fruitful service by the Jaffna Church. We pray, that God will
use the believers of the Jaffna Church to share his word and foster peace and harmony in our land
through our words and deeds.

May God Bless you all

Nishantha Fernando
Vice President of Methodist Church Sri Lanka
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¥ Bicentennial Message from
" Rev. K. Karunasekara

While you are celebrating the bicentennial celebration of St. Peter's Methodist Church, Jaffna, I would
like to take this opportunity to greet you in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ!

The last time that I visited the church was on the 6" of January, 2023. As I entered the church, I was
taken up with joy in my heart. 1was able to recollect the memories of starting to re-build this sanctuary
during my tenure on the 14" of January, 2001 with everyone's effort. Memories of the re-dedication on
the 13" April, 2004 also flooded my mind.

There was opposition to the rebuilding of the church given the civil war at the time. Irecall stating to
them, that we need to set an example of faith as Methodist Christians to move forward. Eventually, that
is exactly what took place. We were able to witness the multiple buildings in the neighbourhood that
were constructed such as the library, park, Central College, the High Courts etc.

From its inception, the St. Peter's Methodist Church was like the Temple of Jerusalem to the Methodists
in Jaffna as well as many others. Many Methodists have spread nationally as well as internationally
from this church. In this way, there is no doubt that this church has been a blessing to many who
worshipped here.

Iexpect that the current believers will also receive the blessing to be the salt and the light to the nation as
well as globally.

I wish all the workers who are working in the circuit, leaders of the church and the believers that they
would continue to be witnesses to others till the second coming of Jesus Christ.

Rev. K. Karunasekara
Chairman, Central District,
Methodist Church Sri Lanka.
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From the Superintendent
Minister of the Jaffna circuit

N
As the Supt. Minister, I have immense pleasure in wishing St. Peter's Methodist church, God's
blessings on crossing the bicentennial mark. I feel great pride in mentioning, that inspite of facing
tremendous calamities on account of being located in the centre of the Jaffna town during the civil war
which brought about devastation and destruction, the spirit of St. Peter's remains steadfast as it was
when the missionaries built this original church. Bombs and shells may have grounded the original
church, but God's bountiful blessings showered upon her, has made her rise up from the ashes, like
the phoenix bird, not being deterred by any obstacles that came her way.

I consider St. Peter's a historical monument for various reasons. It starts with the arrival of the
missionaries who tirelessly toiled in spreading the gospel. They played a significant role in imparting
education, culture, social ethics, spirituality, morality, proficiency in English and musicality to the
society, with the blessings of God. I consider it a privilege and thank God, for granting me this rare
opportunity to serve this church, which is of historical importance.

It also gives me great pride to mention, that not only the present parish, but also the past members who
live in other parts of Sri Lanka and abroad, have received and experienced God's grace and mercy
through this church, which no doubt continues to strengthen the present church community.

St. Peter's takes pride in having moulded many educationists, theologians and great men from among
those who worshipped here. We also feel happy that St. Peter's is considered by many, as the 'crown’
of the Christian community in Jaffna.

I am thankful to God, for giving me an opportunity to serve this church of historical importance as she
celebrates her Bicentenary.

Thank you.

Rev. J. J. Gnanaruban

B. Th (Serampore), B.D (Serampore)
Supt. Minister, Jaffna Circuit,
Minister, St. Peter's Methodist Church.
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Greetings from
Rev. Duleep Fernando

Dear Members of St. Peter's Church,

[t gives me great joy to send you greetings on the occasion of the bicentenary of your Church. Truly God
has been faithful and has enabled you to maintain your witness for 200 years in the heart of Jaffna Town.

You have a glorious history with many devoted ministers and lay people who have served your church
well. We thank God for them.

I remember visiting your church in the late nineties when it was badly damaged during the war. I also
remember worshipping in the newly constructed church after it had been dedicated to God. Truly God
has been good to his people and kept his promises to be with them in good times and in difficult times.

Youhave come through a tumultuous period in our history but God has enabled you to keep the flame of
faith burning.

My prayer for you is that you will continue to be a strong witness for Christ in our land. May many hear
the good news of Jesus Christ through your church. May his love continue to bring hope and joy to
people living in these challenging times. May God bless you all.

Rev. Duleep Fernando

Former President,

Methodist Church Sri Lanka (1994-2000)
Retired Methodist Minister
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,  Message from
" Rev. Noel Fernando

I am happy to send this message of felicitation and good wishes to St. Peter's Methodist Church in
Jaffna on the occasion when she celebrates her 200" year anniversary this year.

Jaffna Methodist Church takes a significant place in Sri Lankan Methodism as it is one of our oldest
churches in the northern he misphere that has become a basic mission station in our country today.

The history testifies to the fact that from among the band of early Methodist Missionaries that landed in
our country in 1814, James Lynch and Thomas Squance opted to take over Jaffna as their mission field
to propagate the Gospel of Jesus Christ our Lord.Their dedication, commitment and the sacrificial
pioneering work in Jaffna, laid the foundation for the Church to carry out its mission of bringing men
and women to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. The other missionaries who followed them along
with our Sri Lankan ministers and the lay leadership, worked so hard for so many years and God used
them in a wonderful way to lay a solid foundation for the Lord's work in the Jaffna peninsular.

St. Peter's Methodist Church building stands today as a monument in remembrance of those great men
and women whose lives God used to bring the Church in Jaffna to the present state, for which we give
praise and Glory to almighty God.

A commendable feature of the Methodist Church community in Jaffna is their continued efforts made
to preserve the original architectural design of the Church building built in1816, which they have
succeeded in doing, in the midst of all the upheavals and the changes that took place during the past
several years especially in Jaffna and its vicinity.

We praise and thank God for the wonderful way in which he has led and guided St. Peter's Methodist
Church community to survive those hardships and agonizing experiences during the 30 years of war
and how they have turned out to be a dynamic, worshipping and witnessing community of God, in
Jaffna.

As you celebrate God's goodness and his faithfulness to you during the past 200 years, May the God
almighty continue to bless the Methodist Church family in Jaffna to be a vibrant, growing and a fruit
bearing community of Christ in the years to come.

God bless you all

Rev. Noel Fernando
Former President,
Methodist Church Sri Lanka (2000-2005)
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How far we've come...

The past is defined by the Oxford English Dictionary as “gone by in time and no longer existing”. By
this definition, the past is clearly something that should be forgotten and done with. So, why do we,
especially believers in Churches, still hold on to things of the past? Sometimes we hold on to objects,
traditions or feelings albeit they are good or bad. We do this, because the past is a very powerful
presence in our lives.

[ entered through the doors of the St. Peter's Methodist Church as a Sunday school student in 1963 when
my family moved to Jaffna. I attended this church until I joined the full-time ministry in 1979. A few
years later, I went back to the Jaffna Circuit in 1988 as a minister attached to the Vannarponnai
Methodist Church. Subsequently, I went as the chaplain to the Jaffna University. While I was the
chaplain, I was given an opportunity toservethe ~ St. Peter's Church as a minister for a short time.

Over time, I witnessed this beautiful strong church physically crumbling piece by piece and stone by
stone due to the savage war in Jaffna. My first observation of this destruction was in July 1990 when the
Sri Lankan military tried to feed the soldiers in the Jaffna fort by dropping rice bags from planes. Two
bags of rice fell on the roof of the church, broke the rafters and fell inside. When I went to visit the
church with some others, we saw rice grains all over the church. The following day, the Uthayan Tamil
paper published a cartoon with the caption - @& Aslieud saeryerw Nsa&Qaran( QarRasn [The
god who gives, pours down through the roof]. My second observation was about two months later after
severe firing and shelling. We saw that the entire roof and some walls were severely damaged.
Eventually, the roof collapsed. The current pulpit of St. Peter's Church was made using the broken
rafters of the roofing of the original church. Why would I share a tale of heartbreak with you on a day
that is meant to be one of celebration? This is because in the eyes of God, we are all His sheep and we
believe the verse, “even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with
me” (Psalm 23: 4). The church that was built in 1823 was destroyed. The church building for which we
hold the bicentenary celebration is the symbol of hope. Hope is essential to human life. God's master
story, of course, is the story of hope. This hope strengthens us during the hardships and drudgeries of
everyday life.

Most of the original St. Peter's members left Jaffna and left Sri Lanka to other countries. I still see a
handful of original members attending the church services. I also see many new members and familics
worshipping at this church joyfully and committedly. They may not remember the history or traditions
or even the long history of St. Peter's church, but I praise God for this church and the way God has used
it to bless me and so many others over the years. May God continue to lead and guide this congregation.
“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap if we do not give up”.
(Galatians 6:9)

Rev. Dr. A. W. Jebanesan
former St. Peter's Minister and President of the
Methodist Church Sri Lanka(2010-2015)
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Message from the
Bishop of Jaffna

[ am indeed very pleased to send my felicitation message to the Methodist Church of Sri Lanka —Jaffna
Circuit as you celebrate the 200" anniversary of St.Peter's Methodist Church Jaffna on March 6, 2023. 1
wish to express my deep joy and gratitude to the Parish Priest and the faithful members on this great
occasion. | deeply appreciate your presence in Jaffna and the service rendered to your flock, especially
to those who need most of your concern, care and love during the period of war and the post war era.

St. Peter's Methodist Church in Jaffna is one of the earliest mission places, of the Methodist Church.
The Church was opened on the 19th February 1823. Since then, the Church is being used as an
instrument to gather the faithful and worship God as one family. It is true that we are divided by name,
yet we are virtually united as brothers and sisters in Christ and doing the mission of establishing the
Kingdom of God on the earth. Being located in the Centre of the city of Jaffna, St. Peter's Church
community is doing a great job and making collaboration among other Methodist Churches in the
Jaffna Peninsula to execute the mission of Christ. '

I take this opportunity to express my sense of gratitude to all the priests and laity who worked hard for
the growth of this Church community throughout its history of 200 ycars. The growth of the Church,
and the active involvement of the priests and Laity in their contribution to build up the Church are very
commendable.May God continue to shower His Blessings on the St. Peter's Church community, its
Priests and all the Laity and may St. Peter intercede for you all.

Yours devotedly inthe Lord & M I,

Rt. Revd. Dr. Justin B. Gnanapragasam
Bishop of Jaffna
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Greetings from
Bishop S. Jebanesan

We are happy that the lamp of Methodism litby Revs. James Lynch and Thomas Squance, is still giving
light and solace to innumerable hearts in North Sri Lanka,

Let us thank God for the past, for the life times of service rendered by so many, and for the mark that has
been left upon thousands of people in Jaffna. We are thankful for this heritage.

Let us thank God for the present. Recent years have brought so much agony and an guish to St. Peter's
church. Undaunted by the calamities, the Methodists of Jaffna are continuing with their mission. We
rejoice that St. Peter's is under God who is in control of its destiny. We thank the members for their piety
and loyalty to the church.

I have fond memories of Kandy Katukelle Methodist church where I had been a local preacher on
probation under the scholarly Methodist pastor, Rev. Wesley Ariarajah.

My long service on the pulpit started at the Methodist church, Katukelle. Even after coming to Jaffna
and joining the JDCSI, I maintained a good relationship with Revs. M. A. Ratnarajah, Donald Barlow,
E.S. Nodder, Paul Benjamin and Wesley Ariarajah.

One day Rev. K. J. Arulrajah saw me in the St. Peter's congregation and asked me to assist him in
administering communion. From that time onwards, I am co-celebrant of the communion at St. Peter's.
The present minister Rev. J. J. Gnanaruban celebrates communion with me which gives me supreme
satisfaction,

“That thine eyes may be open toward, the house night and day even toward the place of which thou” has
said my name shall be there that thou mayest harken unto the prayer which thy servant shall make
towards this place.” (1 Kings 8: 29)

Bishop S. Jebanesan
CSI Bishop in Jaffna 1993-2005
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A Greeting message to the
. 200" year celebration
" souvenir of St. Peter's Church

It gives me immense pleasure to greet St. Peter's church as she celebrates the completion of 200 years of
existence in the service of humanity in obedience to the will of God.

While you are celebrating the 200" anniversary, I would like to join the Christian fraternity, in
wishing the presbyter and the members of the community in Jaffna. We, as members of the American
Ceylon Mission, celebrated the 200" anniversary in 2016, at Tellipalai, where the American Mission
landed and started their mission work in and around the Jaffna peninsula.

If we learn the mission history of the 19" century in Sri Lanka, we could see that the Wesleyan
missionaries landed in Galle, Sri Lanka, and were sent to different parts of the island. The Wesleyan
Methodist Mission, North Ceylon, was formed as part of the Wesleyan Methodist Mission in Ceylon, to
specifically cater to the Tamil Speaking Sri Lankans in Jaffna, Trincomalee and Batticaloa where
Methodist Missionaries started a number of schools and churches.

The pioneer missionaries founded the Jaffna Wesleyan English School which was later named asJ affna
Central College. They developed a very close relationship with the American Ceylon Missionaries who
served in Jaffna with the same vision. These Missionaries were also involved in translation work and
printing the Bible into Tamil and continued in printing material for children. The Wesleyan press
established in Colombo, printed the Sinhala Bibles for the Ceylon Bible Society Auxiliary for many
years.

We appreciate all the Wesleyan Missionaries who served in this land, particularly during the time of
tribulations, to rebuild the church and the educational institutions for the glory of God. Your
commitment and diligence in God's work have brought us thus far.

We are proud to be part of the missionaries who brought the light to this land to fulfil God's mission.

May God continue to bless St. Peter's Church as it marches into another era with joy and witness.

Rev. T. Thevanesan
Chairperson,
Church of the American Ceylon Mission

St Peter's Ghlethodist Church, Faffna Bicentermial Souventr 12
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



200 Glorious years by
a  grace alone -Bicentenary
~ A celebrations of
St. Peter's Methodist Church

It is indeed my great pleasure to extend warm greetings to you all in the blessed name of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. St. Peter's Methodist church celebrates 200 hundred years in a profound manner. I
wish that God's immense blessings and grace be poured upon each one of you.

I believe that it has been a wonderful journey, in which people have seen and experienced the
faithfulness of God almighty in abundance in every area of the ministry, especially in worship, witness
and fellowship.

The time of the Bicentenary is also a time to reinvent, the self introspect life and ministry of the church
and its faith journey. The church members look back and praise God for what they have all achieved as a
church. With each passing year, St. Peter's church seems not only to have just grown older but stronger
mits outreach and more dedicated in its mission.

St. Peter's church has been engaged in rehabilitation of the war victims, and has always been in the fore
front in helping the people in need. The Methodist church also focuses on rural ministry, girl child
empowerment, social welfare schemes, education and women's empowerment to the poorest of the
poor, irrespective of caste or creed.

We are proud, as the church of South India, Jaffna Diocese, to have been a part of the Christian witness
in Jaffna (Sri Lanka), working alongside you to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. The endeavour,
faithfulness and sacrifice of many people have borne much fruit.

I also pray for the fruitful holistic ministry of the church, so that the Lord may use the church as
partakers of God's mission. May God continue to strengthen all, so that we may each unite in the faith
and in the knowledge of the son of God and become more mature, attaining the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ.

Rt. Rev. Dr. V. Pathmathayalan
Bishop cum Chairperson JDCSI & ACM
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GREETINGS!

Dear Sisters and Brothers in God's Reign,

Itis in ecumenical relationship and responsibility towards God's Reign I extend to you greetings from
the people and clergy of the Archdeaconry of Jaffna of the Diocese of Colombo, Church of Ceylon, on
the occasion of the 200th anniversary of St. Peter's Methodist Church. Let me assure our prayers and
best wishes to you during all your celebrations.

[ 'wish to take this opportunity to express my deep appreciation of the witness of the people of God,
belonging to the St. Peter's Methodist Church during the past 200 years. I am very much pleased to note
that over the years the partnership between our denominations has flourished through the incarnational
ministry towards the Reign of God throughout the history (war due to ethnic conflict, tsunami, Covid -
19 and Economic Crisis in the present times).

Any anniversary is an occasion to celebrate and also to make a new commitment to express the praxis
towards God's Reign "HERE and NOW".

According to the signs of the times, it is essential to respond to the prevailing chaotic situation of our
times in Sri Lanka, through costly discipleship towards God's Reign.

Let me on behalf of the Jaffna Archdeaconry, assure our solidarity.

Ven. S. D. P. Selvan
Archdeacon of Jaffna,
Diocese of Colombo,

Church of Ceylon (Anglican).
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Greeting Message from
Rev. Eun Bum Chung

Hallelujah!

We give thanks and glory to God who established Jaffna St. Peter's Church 200 years ago and guided
this church until now. 1 heard that St. Peter's Church is the mother church of many churches in Jaftna
and many other Tamil areas. Many churches were expanded and established through St. Peter's
Church, and many figures from the political, business, and religious worlds are known to have been
produced from St. Peter's Church.

However, the church is not an institution that remembers the past, but an organization that dreams of
the future.

Sri Lanka is currently facing difficult problems in all aspects after the default declaration last year, and
the people are living in despair and economic crisis. At this time, | hope St. Peter's Church once again
will be used as a wonderful church that gives hope and vision to the people and the country and causing
a spiritual revival.

Once again, I congratulate the St. Peter's Church in celebrating her 200th anniversary.

Rev. Eun Bum Chung
Director, Lanka Philip Mission.
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Greetings and Tribute to
Rev. Joseph Roberts

I feel greatly privileged and honoured to send my warmest greetings on the occasion of the 200"
anniversary of St Peter's Methodist Church in Jaffna. I wish all the very best to Rev. J. J.
Gnanaruban, to the congregation and to all the ministers who have preached in this holy church as you
serve the Almighty God. The establishment of this church by the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary
Society (WMMS) in 1823 gave the missionaries the
opportunity to preach the Gospel to the local community and
to extend their activities in the spheres of education, health
and employment.

Today, on this historic occasion, we pay tribute to the §
missionaries by remembering the hardships they endured, :
their dedication and the sacrifices they made, including the
Rev. Robert Carver loss oflife and of family members. Rev. Joseph Roberts

On this occasion, I would like to give a brief summary of St. Peter's Methodist Church, which is based
on the publication by Mr. Raymond Cook (2000) 'The Journals and Letters of the Rev. Joseph Roberts,
1793-1849, Wesleyan Missionary to Ceylon and India', personal communications with Mr. Cook and
on the review of numerous publications by the WMMS and other missionary societies (Church
Missionary Society and the American Missionary Association) over a period of two decades.

SN

The Interior of the St. Peter’s Church in Jaffna
Source; WMMS {1855) Source: Raymond Cook (2014)

Mr. Cook describes Rev. Roberts as the architect of the beautiful St. Peter's Church and acquired all the original
engineering drawings by Rev. Roberts.

Rev. Roberts was born on 2" February, 1795, in England and baptised in the parish church of Wrawby the
following day. Remarkably, with the blessing of God, we are all proud to witness the bicentenary of St.
Peter's Methodist Church and the 228" anniversary of the birth of Rev. Roberts. He and his wife Mary
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travelled out to Ceylon in 1819, to take up an appointment under the auspices of the WMMS. They
arrived in Trincomalee on 10th July, 1819 and spent the first few months in Trincomalee learning Tamil
before Rev. Roberts took up his first appointment in Point Pedro and setoff on 9" September, 1819.
The Point Pedro region was administered by Rev. Thomas Squance, who was in charge of the Jaffna
district at that time.

In January 1821 WMMS transferred Rev. Squance to Madras, Rev. Carver to the Jaffna district and
Rev. Roberts to Jaffna to assist him. However, in the same period the WMMS entrusted more
responsibility to Rev. Carver and appointed him Chairman of the Tamil district and transferred him to
Trincomalee. More importantly, with the blessing of God, Rev. Roberts' vision to build St. Peter's
Methodist Church was realised to fulfil the wishes of the local community. He commenced his work on
planning and producing the engineering drawings and then commenced the work on the church by
collecting 2700 Rix-Dollars locally. However, there were setbacks. and on 20" February, 1821, he
received an appointment for Batticaloa but managed to delay his transfer until the end of May, 1821.
During this period, he secured additional 300 Rix Dollars and ensured the work on the chapel to
progress steadily without any hindrances.

Rev. Roberts and his family arrived in Batticaloa on 9" June, 1821 where he started his new assignment
and happily served the local community. However, he was transferred to Trincomalee and arrived on
11" March, 1823 to assist Rev. Carver, who was in charge of this district at that time. Rey. Carver
opened a new church in Trincomalee on 23" March, 1821. In this church, Rev. Carver preached to the
communities in English in the morning and Rev. Roberts preached in Tamil in the afternoon.

Rev. Roberts' passion to serve the Jaffna communities was rekindled with his new appointment as
Chairman of the Jaffna District on 6" August, 1824. He was very pleased to see that the plan he had put
forward about three and a half years ago for building the church had materialised successfully.,

Rev. Roberts and his family returned to England in 1833 and continued to work for the WMMS.
However, in recognition of his contributions in Ceylon, the WMMS appointed him as General
Superintendent of the Madras Presidency. He and his family moved to Madras in 1843. He remained in
India until his death in Palveram (Pallavaram), near Madras, on 14" April, 1849, at the age of 54.

Rev. Roberts'contribution to the WMMS activities in Jaffna, including his contribution towards the
teaching of English in Methodist schools, left an indelible mark in the hearts and minds of the local
communities. His legacy will continue to flourish forever.

Dr. R. K. Guganesharajah
Cambridge, UK
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St. Peter's - My Spiritual Home

A\*

When missionaries arrived in different countries of Asia, in almost every county, they sought to
establish churches in all parts of the nation. This was done in the interest of giving the opportunity to all
the people of the nation to hear the Gospel Message and to benefit from the services rendered by the
missions, especially in education and health care. However, in almost all countries, some churches
emerge as “shining lights” of this missionary endeavour. In Sri Lanka, St. Peter's stood out as one of
those shining lights that illustrated this truth.

The majestic structure of the church at that time was matched by the outstanding ministry it performed.
Along with the Jaffna Central College and the Vembadi Girl's High School attached to it, (and other
leading Christian colleges in the Jaffna peninsula)it participated in producing well-informed and
deeply committed Christian communities, and provided the opportunity for all communities to obtain
good education. St. Peter's was blessed with not only a string of outstanding missionaries, like Peter
Percival, who initiated a Tamil translation of the Bible, but also by leading Tamil ministers,who
contributed much to the community by writing and translating lyrics and hymns for the hymnals, and by
maintaining a thriving teaching ministry outside the formal services in the church. Therefore, St.
Peter's can also be proud of some of the outstanding lay leadership it produced, a number of whom
ended up as Vice Presidents of the Methodist Conference, the highest honour the church endows on lay
persons.

I personally owe an enormous debt to St. Peter's. Having been a boarded student at Jaffna Central, from
standard five to the university entrance level, St Peter's was my spiritual home. Iwas Confirmed at St.
Peter's by the late Rev. Dr. D. T. Niles, when he was the minister of St. Peter's. The ministries at St.
Peter's like that of Rev. Lewis Julian and D.T. led me to enter the ordained ministry of the church.

A number of ministers served at St. Peter's also spearheaded the ecumenical movement at the local,
national, and global levels. Itis of interest that D. T. Niles, myself, and Preman Niles, who served as
staff members of the World Council of Churches (WCC) in Geneva, were all products of St. Peters.
D.T. Niles was the Chairman of the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) and also one of the first
Presidents of the WCC when it was founded in 1948. He was truly a product of St. Peter's.

I had the great privilege of returning to St. Peter's as the superintendent minister, and the Chairman of
the North and East District in 1979 and enjoyed ministering the church, which was unfortunately cut-
short by the Methodist Conference's willingness in 1981 to second me to the WCC as one of its staff
persons. My wife and I have vivid memories (and photos) of the wonderful farewell St. Peter's
congregation gave us as we moved to Geneva.

St Peter's Plethodist Church. Faffna Bicentennial Souvenir 20
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



The space limit prevents me from mentioning other outstanding lay and ministerial colleagues that
came out of the ministry at St. Peter's. I can countat least five that emerged as ministers from St. Peter's
during my time. It can be justly proud of its achievements over the past 200 years.

It is reassuring that after the traumatic times that the church and the people of Jaffna went through in
recent history, the church, as a structure with its traditional pillars, and as a people, have reemerged to
continue the long-established tradition of St. Peter's as one of the leading churches of the nation. My
wife, Shyamala, joins me in sending our warmest greetings as you celebrate the bicentennial of the
church and wish the current ministers of the Jaffna Circuit and its congregations all God's blessings in
the ministry ahead.

I'was gladwhen they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! - Ps.122.1

Rev. Dr. S. Wesley Ariarajah
Former Minister of St. Peter's Church
Geneva, Switzerland
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Greetings from
Rev. Dr. Paul Benjamin

I rejoice that St.Peter's has reached an important milestone in its long history.

When I first saw the church in 1951, I was amazed at its majestic appearance. At that time the huge
Roman columns in front and within the sanctuary evoked a sense of awe. I found the bright stained-
glass altar window joyfully inviting and inspiring. When I became one of its ministers I was thrilled to
serve there.

The church always bustled with activity. A strong choir, children filling up the Percival Hall for
Sunday school, the youth meeting in the spacious Trimmer Hall, the well-attended worship services
and outreach ministry in Poonagari were all happening with efficiency.

I understand that the church has been rebuilt beautifully. I praise God for a new generation of long-
standing members and many new families who form the church family of today.

Through all the tumults of the past, God has upheld St. Peter's. 1 pray for the Lord's continued blessing.

Rev. Dr. Paul Benjamin

In retirement living in USA
Ministered at St. Peter's 1968-70
Worshipped: 1951-59
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Greetings from Dr. Clement Smith

Thank you for the opportunity to celebrate 200 yeas of St. Peter's Church.

I remember, as a young boy, going to Sunday service with my parents. I remember a soloist who
sang an Easter hymn called 'Low in the grave.’

'low in the grave he lay.

Jesus my saviour waiting the coming day.

Jesus my lord.

Up from the grave he arose with a mighty triumph over his foes.
He arose a victor from the dark domain.

And he will live forever with his saints to reign.

He arose hallelujah, Christ arose.'

Sung by Marcus Benjamin.
Bass.

My parents were married at St. Peter's Monday 19" February, 1934.

Dr. Clement Smith
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GREETINGS!

I greet you all in the matchless name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. It gives me great pleasure to
extend my best wishes to the St. Peter's Church congregation and the Minister as they celebrate their
200" year anniversary.

I'had a very close relationship with St. Peter's church during my time as a member of the Jaffna circuit.
My fondest memories are from the days when [ was involved as a member of the youth fellowship.

The spiritual experiences I had from the youth fellowship led me to serve in full-time ministry. Three
other members of my cohort during my days in the youth fellowship at St. Peter's church, were also
called upon by the Lord to full-time ministry and served as Ministers of the Methodist Church Sri
Lanka.

I would like to express my sinceret gratitude to the anniversary organizing committee, for giving me the
th

opportunity to include my greeting message in the souvenir book. Happy 200" anniversary St. Peter's
church.

May God bless you and your church for many more years to come.

Shalom

Rev. Christykumar Thangarajah
Tamil United Church,
Toronto-Canada.
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Rev. Gnanaruban and all at
St Peter's, warmest greetings
to you in the name of our Lord Jesus!

As you celebrate two-hundred years, we are pleased to write to you for your Souvenir Brochure. We
were present in Sri Lanka from August 2000 to July 2005, but with you at St. Peter's specifically from
January 2003 to July 2005. Since we left you, we have been able to visit you, but not as many times as
we would have wished. In 2009, we were visiting Sri Lanka with every intention of seeing you, but we
were prevented. We got as far as a government office and a Ministerial Secretary, but it was to no
avail. In 2014, we celebrated with you the 200" Anniversary of Methodism in Sri Lanka and were in
Colombo for the day's celebrations there. This 200", we greet you from our home in the middle of
England, in South Derbyshire, where we have been since David 'sat down' from full-time ministry after
Superintendency in Leicester from 2005 to 2012.

Sue is already 76 in years and in February David nearly catches her up as he reaches 75. Last year we
celebrated our 53" wedding anniversary. We are happy to be parents, also, apapa and apama, and
amama and amapa. Family life is so special, yes? But as we look back on our ministry in England,
Wales, Scotland and Sri Lanka, we rejoice most of all that we know what it is to be members of the
world-wide family of Jesus. We look back to our time in Jaffna as one of the very best times in our lives.
You might think that strange, but it was such a contrast with anything that we had experienced before,
and because of that we learned much from you about what really counted, what really matters in life,
which is in living for each other and for God.

Currently, we are still active in our local church and circuit and in other ways too. One of David's roles is
as Secretary of the British Methodism's Fund for Human Need. The needs here are very great and we
know they are in Sri Lanka too. We have learnt much through the radio, television and the press how
much you suffer for things associated with climate change and rip-roaring post-pandemic inflation in
prices and all shortages in essentials. We are aware of world-wide needs today. Wherever, we are, then,
in God's world, we can do what Paul promised Peter he would do: he promised he would 'remember the
poor' (Gal. 2.10).

We truly thank God you are in our lives. We hold you in prayer before the One who 'will meet all your
needs' (Phil. 4.19),

David and Sue,

Rev. Dr. David G. Palmer and
Mrs. Susan J. Palmer
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Greetings on the 200"
anniversary of
St. Peter's Church

It gives me great joy to send this message on the occasion of the 200" anniversary of St. Peter's Church,
Jaffna.

My memory goes back to the years 1955 -1960 of my first encounter with the then Minister, Rev. Dr.
D.T. Niles, whose sermons and biblical and theological reflections enriched my faith in our lord and
saviour, Jesus Christ. Later, T had the privilege and the opportunity to serve as a minister in this church
and the Jaffna circuit during the years 2005 — 2009.

The period 2006 — 2008 was very unpredictable for the members of St. Peter's Church because of the
war and closure of the A9 road. As a result, everyone went through a traumatic and tumultuous
situation. There was scarcity of essential food items. Along with the leaders of the church, we had the
opportunity to involve in relief and rehabilitation programmes among the suffering masses. Also, we
were able torenovate damaged buildings and erect new buildings.

Prior to my ministry at St. Peter's church, it had been affected by the war and the historic, beautiful
church building was destroyed to the ground. Later it was rebuilt and rededicated for God's service.

Our God is good in good days and bad days.

St. Peter's Church produced many ecumenical leaders, both clergy and laities who were always in the
forefront in ecumenical activities in the Jaffna peninsula. We thank God and praise him for his mighty
acts and for advancing the kingdom of God.

May I wish and pray on this important milestone of the Church, their continued worship and service in
the coming days.

My hope and prayer is that you should not only be satisfied with your own spiritual development and
ecclesiastical and ecumenical activities, but also go one step forward, following the methodology of
Rev. Dr. Peter Percival and Rev. Dr. D. T. Niles, in promoting interfaith peace activities in the arena of
wider ecumenism. This is the most urgent need of our country, Sri Lanka and the Jaffna Peninsula.

May the divine favour rest on you and prosper all the work and service you undertake.

God Bless you.

Rev. S. K. Kadirgamar
Former Superintendent,
Jaffna Circuit(2005-2009)
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Congratulations St. Peter's
Methodist Church

I have great pleasure, in congratulating St. Peter's Methodist Church on successfully completing the
bicentenary anniversary.

We praise and thank God, for his faithfulness, love and compassion which fills every member of the
body of Christ.

"The world is my parish' said John Wesley, the founder of Methodism.

The first missionaries landed on the 29th of June 1814, on the Southern coast of Ceylon.

Revs. James Lynch and Thomas Squance were the two who had an over land long journey of ten days to
reach Jaffna.

The most important service of Missionary work depends on where the groups go. It's a ministry to teach
people about Jesus Christ and his great commandment to love God and love others.

As we celebrate 200 years of God's faithfulness, may our joy individually and collectively know no
bounds.

God who has built his church to magnify his glory, shall continually use this church unto his glory.

E. M. Bounds

What the Church needs to-day is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and
novel methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use — men of prayer, men mighty in prayer. The
Holy Ghost does not flow through methods, but through men. He does not come on machinery, but on
men. He does not anoint plans, but men, men of prayer.”

The bicentenary celebration is for the upliftment of the church and for its growth in all sectors.
The St. Peter's church bears testimony to the goodness of God.

May the peace of God fill your heart, and may the Spirit of God keep your heart and mind in the
knowledge and love of our Lord Jesus Christ.

And may glory, honour, praise and thanksgiving be to our God for ever and ever. Amen.

Rev. S. S. Gnanarajah
Former Superintendent Minister,
Jaffna Circuit (2010-2011).
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Message from the
Principal of Vembadi

T'am very glad to give this message on the day of the Bicentennial Jubilee Celebrations of St. Peter's
Methodist Church, Jaffna, as the Principal of Jaffna Vembadi Girls' High School, which is one of the
oldest Methodist Mission Schools in Sri Lanka.

God has led us in the direction of righteousness since our beginnings. Let us pray for spiritual growth
and continued prosperity, as well as the continuation of his goodness to bless our future as a
community.

Congratulations on attaining two hundred years of service as a Methodist Church. Let us pray that God
continues to bless us with many more years of abundant love. May God stren gthen us and give us the
courage to always stand with him.

Mrs. Rajanithevi Muthukumaran
Principal,

Vembadi Girls' High School,
Jaffna.
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From The Society
Steward of St. Peter's...

A calling from God, came to a group of Methodist Missionaries in London in 1814, “Go to Ceylon and
share the word of life”. A selected group of missionaries left London and landed at the Galle harbour on
29" June, 1814 and on 30" June, 1814 at the Weligama boat Yard, in the Southern region of Sri Lanka.
Among them, Rev. James Lynch and Rev. Thomas Squance left Galle on 14" July, 1814, by land,
reached Colombo, spent a few days, and then arrived in Jaffna on | 0" August, 1814.

From that day onwards, the Wesleyan Methodist Mission started their mission work in Jaffna. Rev.
Lynch wrote a letter to his brother who was in London in November, 1814. He mentioned in his

letter that they had started a school in Jaffna, between September 9" and to November 14" which is
presently known as 'Jaffna Central College'.

Sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with the people was started immediately. In the meantime, the
missionaries paid attention to the education of the people. Their contribution to the Jaffna people by
way of spiritual and educational ministries had very positive impacts on the communities. A few years
later, in 1823 the missionaries decided to build a church. They raised funds and constructed a building to
conduct worship services and other spiritual activities. This building was called St.Peter's Methodist
Church, Jaffna. As the congregation of St. Peter's Methodist Church, Jaffna, we are very much blessed
to celebrate the completion of 208 years of God's ministry in Sri Lanka and 200 years of the building of
our church, St. Peter's.

During the same period of the starting of the Methodist mission in Jaffna, a young boy who had been
adopted by the Bible Women's group, was saved by Jesus Christ. He had dedicated his life to the
ministry. He was known as Peter Andy, who had been a member of St. Peter's Methodist Church, trained
by the missionaries and sent to Point Pedro as a local missionary for mission work. Peter Andy had
been stationed in Point Pedro, working with other missionaries in the Point Pedro and Kaddaiveli areas.
While he was ministering in this area, Peter Andy started a school in 1850 in a village called '"Vathiry'
[VNMMTMS], and served as the first Principal of the school. He retired from the ministry in 1896
[Synod 1896].

I'am one of the members of Peter Andy's 5" generation. I am happy to share some thin gs regarding the
building of God's kingdom in the Jaffna peninsula as the Society Steward of St. Peter's Methodist
Church. I am happy to bear witness to the long and successful journey of our church ministry that
completes 200 years this year.

St.Peter's Methodist church has produced many servants of God, who have served and are servin g the
Lord as Reverends, Local workers, Evangelists, and Preachers in many parts of Sri Lanka and in foreign
countries. I thank and praise God, for his blessings through His servants to many people, who live in
many parts of the world today.

35 . St GPeter's Glethodist Chuerch, Faffna Bicentennial Souvenir
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Our ancestors, who had followed the path of the missionaries who had come from London and rendered
dedicated service to the people, were very much faithful to God. They walked to every village, met the
poor and the oppressed and served the people without any discrimination. The church grew. Many new
converts joined the church,

The horrible civil war in this beautiful island destroyed many lives, hopes, and assets all over the
country for 30 years. During this period, the St. Peter's church too was destroyed and grounded. It was a
heart breaking incident for the St. Peter's community. In the meantime, many people from the peninsula
left to Colombo and other countries. Among them was also the Christian community from St. Peter's
church. A sad part of the migration trend, was that some of the ministers too migrated before the
believers to other developed countries, leaving behind the Christian communities in the peninsula.
However, the believers who were in Jaffna and Colombo took the leadership to rebuild St. Peter's
Church with the help of many well wishers who lived in Sri Lanka and the other parts of the world. We
are always thankful to our well wishers who continue to help us financially and spiritually whenever the
need arises.

As a congregation, we are very much grateful to God who never forgot us, and travelled with us during
very challenging, distressing and difficult periods of time and helped and saved us to complete our 200"
year journey this year.

St. Peter's church is planning to renew and rebuild the spirituality of our congregation. This process will
be worked through the kids and children's ministry, youth ministry, women and men's fellowships and
relevant activities. We pray that God will help us to continue to strengthen our prayer ministry, regular
cottage meetings and fellowships, visits of the sick and the needy people and to share his love with the
oppressed and depressed. By doing our ministry for the glory of God, not only will we receive his
blessings but also the generations to come.

I wish St. Peter's Methodist church ministry all success for the next century too.  May the good Lord
bless us all.

Dhayaparan Niles
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Distant dream

Dedicated in memory of all the Methodist missionaries, who served in Ceylon

On Portsmouth's shores lined in rows
Ready to sail to Ceylon's shores
Ten and twenty ships lay ready,
Their leader with vision, from God Almighty.

Coke with Ault, Lynch, Harvard and Squance,
With Erskine, Clough and all their better halves,
Behind they left their wealth, lands and treasures,

Obeying their master which topped all their desires.

Storm or bad weather they did not deter,
Steadfast in their mission, how ever it be bitter,
E'n at the loss of Coke their leader,

'Cos they believed Lord God, as their Master.

Faithful was God to his servants till end,
Reached Galle's shores without pain or discontent,
Batti, Galle, Matara, Jaffna and everywhere,
Spreading the Gospel to natives, was their only desire.

Lost their loved ones at sea and to disease,
Nothing could take their hearts reigning peace,
They knew they carried out their master's decree,
Sure of the crown awaiting them would be.

Took them twelve days, to reach North from Galle,
They started to preach, to all big and small,
In lanes and markets they preached God's word,
Deliverance and enlightenment always followed.

Nine years went by, as their mission did grow,
Funds from England continuously did flow,
Magnificient Church St. Peter's did grow,

And stands now two Centuries, with heavenly glow.

Vino Gurupatham
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The Glorious History of St. Peter's
Methodist Church, Jaffna (1814 - 1823 - 2023)

Location

St. Peter's Methodist Church is situated in the J/81
Grama Sevaka Division of the Divisional
Secretariat under the Jaffna District, in the
Northern Province of Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka has
been known worldwide as the Pearl of the Indian
Ocean since time immemorial. This church is
built from East to west. To the East of this church
lies the James Lynch block and the Rev. Dr. Peter
Percival Memorial Hall and to the South is a
belfry and a Memorial erected in remembrance of
the Past Missionaries who were buried there. The
cemeteries for its members are situated at Kottady
and near Columbuthurai.

The Eastern boundary has residences while the
Northern boundary of the church is Chapel Street.
The Western boundary is Front Street. To the
South, lies the Courts Complex. In the vicinity of
this church, are Jaffna Central College and the
Vembadi Girls' High School founded by
Wesleyan Missionaries. Beside these we find, the
Trimmer Hall, the Girls” hostel and the
Lockwood House which were erected by the
Missionaries. The Clock Tower, the Subramaniam
Children's Park and the Public Library too are in
its surroundings. The library was well known for
its rare collection of books in South Asia, before it
was burnt down.

The Trimmer Hall, Lockwood House and the
Girls' Hostel come under the Jaffna Circuit. The
Methodist Mission handed over Vembadi Girls'
High School (Girls' school) and Jaffna Central
College (Boys' School) to the government under
the condition that if the schools did not function as
schools, they be handed back to the Methodist
Mission.

St Peter's lethodist Church, Faffna Bicentermial Souveyir

The arrival of the Missionaries

Methodism resulted on account of the revival in
the English Missionary Society. The Methodist
movement was led by Rev. John Wesley, who
was a Reverend in the English Missionary
Society. Jesus Christ was the Head of the
Christian Church. When we are truthful to this
headship, Christianity becomes the faith of
evangelism. “Go forth therefore” said Jesus to his
apostles after his resurrection. . . . and make all
nations my disciples” (Matthew 28, Verse 19).

"The World is a Parish' said John Wesley, the
founder of Methodism. The late 18" century saw a
religious revival and an expansion of Missionary
work both in England and beyond. The man
chiefly responsible for the establishment of
Methodist Missions and in particular, the Mission
to Ceylon, was the Rev. Dr. Thomas Coke.

Rev. Dr. Thomas Coke had close links with Rev.
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism. He was
very much interested in carrying the Gospel to
India and Ceylon. In 1813, while he was in Dublin
he wrote to his friend Samuel Drew:

“l am now dead to Europe and alive for India. God
Himself has said to me, 'Go to Ceylon'. [am so fully
convinced of the will of God that methinks [ had
rather be set naked on the coast of Ceylon. without
clothes, and without a [riend, than not go there. [
am learning the Portuguese language continually."

The 1813 August Conference in Britain decided
that missionaries should be sent to Ceylon and
Java and Dr. Coke should lead this mission. This
mission was planned with the money got by
selling his properties (6000 Rix dollars). With the
view of embarking on this mission, he went to the
Portsmouth harbour to inquire about ships going
to Ceylon. To his dismay, he was informed that no
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ships sailed straight to Ceylon but went only to
India, and that there were ways to proceed to
Ceylon from there. Dr. Coke immediately made
his reservations and booked his passage for the
ship 'Cabalva' and 'Lady Melville'. All could not
g0 together on the same ship as the cost was 900
pounds. So they divided themselves into two
groups and were ready to travel in two ships.
Jonathan Birch was the captain of the 'Cabalva'
while Lochner captained 'Lady Melville'. Dr.
Coke, Benjamin Clough, and Mr. and Mrs.
Harvard sailed on the 'Cabalva’ while James
Lynch, Erskine, Thomas. Squance and Mr. &
Mrs. Aultsailed on 'Lady Melville'.

Dr. Coke and his colleagues travelled to
Portsmouth on December 10". From then
onwards they stayed there for many days making
necessary arrangements for the voyage. Dr. Coke
arranged a small meal there. Dr. Coke was at the
height of ecstasy as never before. All the others
surrounded him. Then Dr. Coke

lifted up his heart and hands to God, and broke forth
in the following language: “Here we are, all before
God, now embarked in the most important, and
most Glorious work in the world. Glory be ascribed
to his Blessed Name, that he has given you to be my
companions and assistants in carrying the Gospel to
the poor Asiatics; and that he has not suffered
PARENTS, BROTHERS, SISTERS, or the
DEAREST FRIENDS to stop any of you from
accompanying me to India.”

During his stay at Portsmouth Dr. Coke pondered
over only one matter and often spoke to Brother
Clough thus.

“Brother Clough, What we are now doing, I am certain. is

Jor God; and therefore what our hands find io do in this
cause, letusdo it withall ourmight.”

In the early hours of December 30", 1813, shots
were heard from the Cabalva. Information was
given to the effect that the ship would set sail at
7o'clock. The captain of the ship had sent a
message to Dr. Coke and his colleagues. Brother
Clough had a bed fixed by a carpenter for Dr.
Coke. Dr. Coke's cabin had a table and an arm
chair too which were made by the carpenter. The
cabin was comfortable for hm. There were 400
people on board the ship out of which 200 were
soldiers. There were 19 ships in this fleet.

On this voyage, beside the time he indulged in
meditation, Dr. Coke spent much of his time in
reading the Portuguese Bible and translating
matters on many topics. Dr. Coke says that when
reading the Portuguese Bible, he felt that it was so
sweet than ever before

“Jesus gives me, in his word,
Food and medicine, shield and sword.”

He continuously engaged himself in prayer,
reading and making corrections. He centred his
life on Ephesians 5: 16 where leading his day to
day life was concerned and his relationship with
God. At the outset of his voyage itself, he had
corrected a part of the old and new Portuguese
Bibles and had them in readiness. He had intended
to print it as soon as he set foot on Ceylon. Besides,
he had written and translated pamphlets, sermons
and songs. He had also translated around 50 hymns.

Feb. 10", 1814: It was breakfast time for those on
board the 'Cabalva'. Many noticed flags flying at
half mast on the fleet of ships which followed the
Cabalva. That was the sign that Mrs. Sarah Ault
had been called to rest. Half an hour before the sun
had set, her burial took place.

Feb. 28", 1814: Letters written by Dr. Coke were
sent to England by another ship.

March 5, 1814: Squance who had fallen ill was
in a serious condition. As such, Dr. Coke had
requested him to be transferred to the Cabalva,
His request was granted.

April 5", 1814: Both ships were affected badly by
being engulfed in a storm. Yet, around 11 p.m.,
the wind and the sea suddenly calmed down.
Daily they passedislands and gulfs.

April 8", 1814: It was Good Friday. They
remembered the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.

April 10", 1814: It was Easter. They reminisc €
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

May 3", 1814: Dr. Coke was found dead. This sad
news was shared with those on 'Lady Melville'
His funeral service took place around 5 p.m.
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May 21", 1814: The ship reached Bombay.
Captain Birch contacted one Mr. Money and saw
to the needs of the Missionaries.

June 20", 1814: The Harvards remained in
Bombay on account of the confinement of Mrs.
Harvard. The other five boarded 'Earl Spencer’, a
ship bound for China, and journeyed to Ceylon.

June 29", 1814: The ship could not anchor at the
Galle harbour. It drifted away. The captain sent a
message to the harbour. Mr. Gibson, who was in
charge of the harbour who sent two boats to bring
the missionaries who were on board of 'Earl
Spencer'. Thus, James Lynch, Benjamin clough,
and Thomas Squance immediately landed on the
shore and were taken to a government bungalow
within the Galle Fort by Viscount Molesworth.
Wiliam Ault and George Erskine were delayed on
account of unloading the luggage and captain
Mitchell having to write and dispatch a letter.
Their boat due to strong winds, was diverted to
Weligama instead of Galle. They landed at
Weligama on the next day, June 30, around 2.30
a.m. The Weligama Judge welcomed them and
gave refuge to them. They were taken in a
palanquin sent by Viscount Molesworth to Galle.
They reached Galle around 5.30 p.m.

Methodism in Ceylon

Methodist Day is celebrated in Ceylon on June
29" every year. On being requested by Viscount
Molesworth. the commander of the Galle Fort, a
Sunday worship service was conducted in the
Galle Dutch Church on the 3™ of July.
Subsequently, an interview was held for the
missionaries by Rev. George Bisset where they
submitted the Methodist ordination papers. They
also expressed their wish to serve among the
Sinhala and Tamil communities and to learn the
national languages. In keeping with the
Governor's wish, they were instructed by Rev.
George Bisset to start schools and teach English
in Jaffna, Mannar, Batticaloa, Galle and Matara.

In accordance with this, a 'Little conference’ was
held on the 11" of July to discuss how they were to
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divide themselves and go to distant places and
who was to go to which place. So lots were cast to
discern as to who were to go to Jaffna and Batticaloa
in the North and Galle and Matara in the South.
Accordingly, James Lynch and Thomas Squance,
who was too ill to work alone, were to go to Jaffna
while William Ault, Benjamin Clough and
George Erskine were to be stationed at Batticaloa,
Galle and Matara respectively.

On Thursday, the 14" of July, before their
separation, Holy Communion was administered
and with tears and prayers they bade farewell to
each other. Lord Molesworth was also with them.
This was the last occasion on which the five of
them were together.

James Lynch and Thomas Squance started their
journey to Jaffna on the same day and reached the
capital in two days time. When Lynch and
Squance left Colombo on August 17, they were
accompanied by Daniel Theophilus in
accordance with the wish of the Governor. He,
who was of the Islamic faith, had got converted
and hadbeen baptized at St. Peter's Church, Pettah.

Methodism in Jaffna

After ten days, on August 10", Lynch and
Squance reached Jaffna. That was the day when
Methodism was born in Jaffna. They were
welcomed by Mr. J. N. Mooyaart, the sub-
collecter of the Northern Province. They
conducted Sunday services in the Dutch Church
within the Jaffna Fort. Subsequently, a small
English school was started. James Lynch wrote
about it to his brother in a letter dated November
24" mentioning that 40 students had been
enrolled in that school. At the same time, Daniel
Theophilus encouraged his community to read
the Bible. From 5 to 10, numbers even rose up to
40 in his home. Many of his community members
embraced Christianity forsaking Islam. It is
remarkable that even his brother — in — law was
converted from Islam to Christianity. There was a
time when even Lynch and Squance resided with
himin his home.

4.0
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During the period 1814 to 1816, there were no
possibilities in acquiring any new buildings. The
missionaries who had mastered the Tamil
language well, walked along roads reading the
Bible and delivering sermons. They also wrote
down sermons on 'Olas' (Palmyrah leaves) and
distributed them among the public till printing
started in 1834. Rev. Christian David, a Tamil
preacher, joined the missionaries in starting
schools and training local evangelists.

W.M. Harvard with his wife and baby reached the
Galle harbour on February 23", 1815. They were
welcomed by Clough. Besides Ault, the other
missionaries had gathered in Galle. Once again a
second unofficial conference took place. Leaving
out Matara and Batticaloa, the others were
stationed as follows.

Jaffna — Ault and Lynch, Galle — Squance and
Erskine, Colombo —Harvard and Clough

But on the 1" of April 1815, William Ault was
called to rest. In 1816 five other missionaries
arrived in Ceylon. They were Rev. John
Mckenny, Rev. John Callaway, Rev. Robert
Carver, Rev. Samuel Broadbent and Rev. Elijah
Jackson.

At the British conference of 1815, Ceylon was
declared as a missionary District. The General
District Conference, which was referred to as the
'Asia Conference’, took place in Colombo from
July 29" to August 10", 1816. Ten missionaries
had been present at this conference. Rev. James
Lynch was elected as the first chairman of the
District. Harvard was elected secretary. Rev. John
Mckenny and John Callaway were stationed to
the South. Robert Carver was posted to Jaffna.
Rev. Broadbent was stationed to Trincomalee
while Rev. Elijah Jackson was stationed to
Batticaloa. It was also decided at this conference
torequest for more missionaries.

In Jaffna their services grew steadily. On 1°
August, 1816, the orphanage and the Lutheran
Church were bought from the government for a
sum of 640 Rix Dollars. This was the first

property purchased for the Jaffna mission. A part
of it was used as a church and the other part as a
school.

Carver along with Lynch and Squance set up
schools in Point Pedro and Jaffna. In 1817, James
Lynch, who was the head of the District, made a
statement that “it would not be easy to create
congregations without schools.” Thus schools
came into being with the help of the 'Home
committee'. In 1818 Squance in a letter to
England had stated that 3 Tamil schools had been
set up in Vannarponnai, Navatkuly and Puttur. In
1819 there were 13 schools in the peninsula. In
Jaffna alone, 5 schools were in existence in 1823.
Among them an English school functioned in the
'Orphan house' while 4 Tamil schools were run at
Vannarponnai, Weaver street, Silver Smith Street
and Nallur. Catechism was taught in these
schools.

As the plan of Thomas Coke was to take the
Gospel to Ceylon, India and Java, James Lynch
had to go to India. In February 1817, he set sail
from Jaffna in a 9 feet broad, small open boat and
reached India after 38 hours. Methodism was
introduced to India by James Lynch. In 1817
Revs. Thomas Osbourne, William Buckley Fox
and Robert Newstead came to Ceylon as
missionaries.

From 1817-1820 Rev. Thomas Squance was the
Superintendent Minister in Jaffna. In 1818, Rev.
William Buckley Fox was appointed Chairman of
the District. In 1819, Ceylon was divided into two
districts. The Tamil region was known as the
North Ceylon District (NCD) and the Sinhala
region was known as the South Ceylon District
(SCD). The Tamil district included Jaffna,
Batticaloa, Madras, Bangalore, Nagapatnam and
Rameswaram, while the Sinhala district included
the other Sinhala areas. In the same year, Rev.
Joseph Roberts and his wife were appointed as
missionaries to Point Pedro.

The land for the Wesleyan Mission House (The
present Trimmer Hall) was purchased by Mr.
James Mooyaart at a public auction in Jaffna on
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14" July, 1817, for 6740 Rix Dollars. Subsequently,
on 27" March 1824 it was transferred to the
Wesleyan Mission. The extent of the land was 1
Acre 3Rods 5 Perches at the time of buying.

St. Peter's Methodist Church

From 1820-1824 Rev. James Lynch was the
Chairman of North Ceylon District. According to
the 1821 district report it was decided to build
churches in Jaffna, Trincomalee and Madras, as
the existing churches were small and could not
accommodate the growing number of
worshippers of the English congregation as well
as the people who knew the Portuguese language.
As such, the necessity arose to build a new church
in Jaffna on the other side of the road where the
present St. Peter's Church exists, which was
purchased for 500 Rix dollars. The extent of this
land was 39 perches. This land was given by
Charles Layard.

At a meeting held on January 20" 1821, it was
proposed to build a Church with all the amenities.
Due to the hard work of Rev. Joseph Roberts, the
money for the land where the church was built as
well as the money towards the building of the
church was got. Further, he had also intended to
supervise the construction work. At this time, he
received transfer orders to Batticaloa. The Jaffna
public who were well aware of his feelings and his
state of mind, made known their dissatisfaction
and opposition to the synod and requested them to
at least delay his transfer until the laying of the
foundation stone. The synod complied with their
request and gave him a 3 month extension period
in Jaffna.

It is remarkable to mention, that one of Rev.
Roberts' great grand children visited this church.
He also presented us with a software edited by
Raymond Cook containing the “Journals and the
letters of the Rev. Joseph Roberts, who was a
Wesleyan Missionary to Ceylon and India from
1793 — 1849.” Besides him, Robert Carver too
worked hand in hand to complete the
infrastructure of the Church. 'The Wesleyan
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Juvenile Offering' referred to it thus “Joseph
Roberts laid the foundation stone for the new
chapel on 1 June 1821, dined at Mr. Layard's, with
all the English inhabitants of Jaffna and started
from thence for Batticaloa immediately after
dinner.”

The dedication of the church (60 feet x 42 feet)
took place on Wednesday, the 19" of February,
1823. This was a very interesting occasion. Long
pews were arranged in the church. Chairs were
got from many parts of the town. All the
American Church Missionaries with their
families were present on this occasion. The
service in English commenced around 11 a.m.
The service started with Brother Osborn (CMS)
starting to sing Hymn No. 542. The prayers were
read out from the Church of England prayer book.
The sermon was preached by the SCD Chairman,
Bro. Buckley. It was based on Psalm 72 Verse 19
“And blessed be His glorious name forever: and
let the whole earth be filled with His glory; Amen
and Amen.” The closing prayer was by Brother
Carver. Those who had the command of English
were present at this service. The offering made on
that day amounted to 220 Rix dollars. The service
was followed by a tea party. The evening service
commenced with hymn No. 316. The sermon was
preached by Bro. Newstead on Psalm 68 verse 18.
The service came to a close with the prayer of the
American Missionary Daniel Poor. The offertory
received at this service was 30 Rix dollars. The
following evening another service took place.
Bro. Newstead preached in Portuguese. The
church overflowed with the descendents of the
Europeans.

The cost of the building was 9374/- Rix dollars.
(£703.2). The local subscriptions amounting to
3681/- Rix dollars shows that the people were
fully appreciative of the efforts of the missionaries
and had realized their responsibility towards local
efforts. This year this church celebrates its 200"
year. But yet, it really celebrates the 209" year of
Methodism in Sri Lanka which is a remarkable
achievement.
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St.Peter's Methodist Church down the ages

The Old Dutch Church within the Jaffna Fort where Lynch The Lutheran Church, the 1° property purchased
and Squance worshipped at the beginning (1814-1816) by the missionaries. Worship began in 1816. \
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The Mission School and St. Peter’s Church in Jaffna
Source: WMMS (1855) hyilt in 1823
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Trimmer Hall which was used as a place of worship for 14 Years from 1990 - 2004
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The Old Church The Old Church partly destroyed
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The Church in ruins
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The stained glass window and the Revs. Soma Perera and Ebenezer Joseph
babtismal font of the old church visited Jaffna. In the centre is Rev.K.P.Govindaraj
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When Students from the Theological College i e
of Lanka visited the Church in 1995 The new St. Peter's Methodist Church Jaffna
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The new St.Peter's Methodist Church The newly built St. Peter's Methodist
Jaffna during its construction. Church, Jaffna - 2004
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At the rededication service of the new church on 13.04.2004
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The church in 2013 The church in 2023
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In Jaffna, beside Daniel Theophilus two other
Burghers engaged themselves in missionary
work. They were John Katts and John Hunter who
were accepted in 1822 as preachers on trial. They
were ordained as priests in 1827. John Katts
served in Nagapatnam, Trincomalee and Jaffna
and retired in 1842. After that he served as a priest
in Colombo in the Portuguese colonial church.
John Hunter who served in Jaffna, Batticaloa and
Trincomalee was relieved from his duties in 1840.

The First Tamil minister was John Philip
Sanmugam who entered the Ministry in 1825. He
was ordained as a minister in 1829 and rendered
faithful and outstanding service till his death in
1864. Rev. John Milton Brown, who was a
missionary in Ceylon (1866-1882), writes of him:
"John Philip Sanmugam was alad of 15 years, and
a nominal Christian, when the first Wesleyan
missionaries reached Jaffna in 1814. He was
attracted by the personality of Thomas Squance,
and attached himself to the English preacher.
After many years of training he was deemed
worthy to take his place in the ranks of the
Methodist ministry. He was a man of unblemished
character, a diligent pastor, an acceptable
preacher, and one who won the confidence and
affection of the people wherever he was stationed.
He died on April 22", 1864, leaving a splendid
record of 50 years of loyal and loving service in
the days of hard toil and small results. He was the
“first Ceylonese convert of Thomas Squance"

In 1823 Robert Carver was sent to Jaffna as
superintendent Minister. After Rev. Lynch,
Robert carver was appointed chairman of the
North Ceylon synod from 1825-1826. According
to the report of 1825 the English congregation
grew by leaps and bounds. At the same time the
ministry among the Tamils too grew. The
translated Tamil hymn book by Brother Hoole
who was residing in Madras, was distributed
among the Tamil converts. In 1826 Revs. Peter
Percival, J. C. George and in 1829 Rev. Ralph
Stott came as missionaries. Rev. Peter Percival
was stationed at Trincomalee.

In 1827, Rev. Joseph Roberts, was appointed
chairman of the North Ceylon Synod following
Rev. Robert Carver. Further, he also became the
superintendent Minister of the Jaffna circuit in
1824, in place of Rev. Robert Carver.

A few years before the Methodist missionaries
had set foot in Ceylon, Mrs. Schrader, a lady
belonging to the Dutch Presbyterian Church, had
come to Ceylon to spread the Gospel according to
her own wish. Her prayer request for missionaries
was answered. She also became a teacher in one
of the Methodist Mission Schools. In 1820, she
adhered to the request of Rev. Joseph Roberts and
translated the Wesleyan hymn book into
Portuguese. She also translated John Wesley's
sermons into Portuguese and taught them to
missionaries. She who was loved and respected
by many, passed away at the age of 83 in 1850.
She was buried in the precincts of St. Peter's
Methodist Church, Jaffna.

According to the report of 1828, Rev. & Mrs.
Peter Percival who were down in health after the
demise of two of their children were appointed to
Point pedro. During 1830-1832 Rev. Peter
Percival went on a short visit to Calcutta with
Rev. Thomas Hudson. There he was intrigued by
the educational plan of Alexander Duff, a
Presbyterian Missionary. In 1832 after Joseph
Roberts, Rev. Peter Percival was appointed
Chairman of the North Ceylon Synod. Due to
some conflicts, as requested by the Committee,
Clough was requested to attend meetings and
submit reports. It appears, that Clough's name
was mentioned as chairman from 1833 — 1836
which was a matter of dispute. In 1837, Gorgerly
functioned as Acting Chairman. Rev. Peter
Percival functioned as the principal of Jaffna
Wesleyan English School from 1832- 1834
(CME, 1936). In 1834 Rev. Peter Percival
renamed Jaffna Wesleyan English School as
Jaffna Central School. Later it was elevated to
Jaffna Central College and was affiliated to the
Madras University in 1869.
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In 1834, Rev. & Mrs. Peter Percival started a
girls' school by the name of 'Girls' Boarding
school' and a Training Institute. Mrs. Percival was
in charge of these. Both of them strove hard to
fight all opposition against female education. It
further expanded later. Beside this, they founded
many schools in villages.

Rev. Peter Percival was appointed as minister in
charge of St. Peter's church in 1835. The first
renovation took place at St. Peter's by him in
1837. He was also an architect. The Lutheran
church too came under repairs. To differentiate it
from St. Peter's, it was named St. Paul's. Common
services were generally conducted in Tamil,
English & Portuguese.

In 1838 Rev. Percival became chairman of the
North Ceylon District. Under his administration,
a definite policy for education development was
formulated in the North by the Wesleyan Mission.
In the same year, with the view of organizing
work for women, the first Protestant missionary,
Miss Tweedy, was brought to Ceylon by him.
There was great advancement in English
education in the North from 1838 — 1865. Jaffna
central College, Vembadi Girls' High School
(1838), Point Pedro Methodist Girls' High School
and Hartley College (1838) were founded by him.
In 1841 Rev. Percival had written a letter to the
missionary committee thus: “I have baptised a
certain number of people who did not know God.
Now my work has expanded to the nerighbouring
villages.”

Rev. Peter Percival had a good command of
Tamil. He translated the whole Bible into Tamil.
Arumuga Navalar, who was his student and co-
teacher, helped him in this venture. This Bible
was published in 1850. Beside, the order of
service, the Tamil Hymn book and a Biblical
question and answer book which he published are
in memory of him. Rev. Restarick has written
referring to him as “The greatest Tamil Scholar
Methodism has ever had”. He returned to England
in 1851. The services rendered by him are
remembered with gratitude even today.
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Rev. Peter Percival purchased 'Hope Cottage'
which was located behind Jaffna Central College,
where 1 cross street and Vembadi Road met, with
his own funds. The Wesleyan Missionary Committee
bought it from him on the 4" of July, 1854.

All the Protestant denominations appear to have
worked in a spirit of good will. The relations with
the Church Missionary Society and the American
Missions continued to be very friendly. Almost
from the start, the whole staff of Protestant
workers came together regularly for fellowship.
Records tell of a monthly meeting between the
Methodists, the C. M. S. and the American
Missionaries for fellowship and prayer. At the
first meeting in August 1819, the topic had been
on 'Brotherly Love'.

During the period, 1838-65, there was a sustained
development of English education in the North.
New Methodist English schools were started in
Jaffna. Out of the boys and girls' schools, located
in the Mission House premises came Central
college and Vembadi. Central got its first full-
time missionary principal, William Barber, in
1855.

An important development during this period was
the establishment of a Book shop in Jaffna,
supervised by St. Peter's Church.

Under the Chairmanship of Rev. John Kilner,
work at St. Peter's Church continued to be very
steady and promising. There came a significant
increase in voluntary lay work and in giving. Rev.
Kilner's famous slogan was 'Self support, self
government, and self propagation’. His most
outstanding achievement was the building up of a
strong Tamil ministry and the raising of its status.
He firmly believed that Tamils must be reached
by Tamils. So he made the training of men his
chief aim. Rev. Kilner selected a good team of
young men who were all outstanding. They were
Henry J. de Silva, John Philips, Joseph Benjamin,
Samuel Niles, W. M. Walton, James Osborne, D.
P. Niles, C. Perinpanayagam, J. V. Benjamin, J.
R. Vallipuram, Daniel Velupillai, Samuel
Hensman and John Fletcher.
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In 1865, when Rev. Kilner was on furlough, Revs.
William Walton and John Mitchell were in charge
of the Jaffna circuit with Rev. Henry de Silva and
Rev. J. W. Phillips assisting in the Tamil work.
Rev. John Mitchell was the Principal of Central
College who endeared himself to the boys of
Central. At that time there was an epidemic of
cholera in Jaffna and about ten thousand persons
were reported to have died. One of them was Rev.
Mitchell, who was reported to have said as he was
dying, ' am going to Jesus; I am perfectly happy; I
have perfect peace;  have no fear.' He was buried
in the precincts of St. Peter's Methodist Church in 1866.

A resolution of the North Ceylon District Synod
requested the Chairman (Rev. John Kilner) "on
his contemplated visit southwards to make
enquiries as to the practicality of commencing a
Tamil Mission in Kandy and Colombo, either in
conjunction with the South Ceylon District or
independently." The visit took place, and, as a
result, an experienced Tamil Minister. Rev. J. W.
Phillips, was sent from the North in 1872 to start
work in Colombo.

In the Synod of 1827 a question was raised
regarding the opening of a school in Mannar that
did not appear to have been followed up, until
sixty years later when a call from Mannar came to
the Superintendent of Jaffna, which was
answered. Mannar was occupied at lastin 1873.

In 1885, through the appeal of Rev. D. P. Niles,
the principal churches formed Home Missionary
societies, managed and supported by locals. £40
was raised in support of a school in Mannar, and
for a catechist to work among the Tamils and
Moors of that station. Home Missionary societies
had been sustained with courage in the face of
great difficulties, and near Mannar a small church
had been setup and housed in a building raised by
the Jaffna people.

Jaffna with Vannarponnai made the greatest
contribution of men for the ministry. The
membership of the Jaffna circuit increased
steadily and the giving was considered to be very
good.

45

Rev. Edmund Rigg was a worthy successor to
Rev. Kilner and he was entrusted with the task of
executing Kilner's plans. The church became well
organised and the ministry included many men of
Christian conviction and energetic action. Such
were J. M. Brown, George Pearson, William
Winston, Edward Martin, Edward Strutt, George
Trimmer, Thomas Little, William Bestall, Joseph
West, Arthur Restarick and Shelton Knapp
among the missionaries, and D. V. Thamotheram,
W. M. Walton, James Osborn, D. P. Niles, John
Fletcher, Paul Ahamboram, Jesudasan Kandiah,
Christian Perinpanayagam, Daniel Velupillai,
Joseph Bee bee, Robert Setukavalar, Charles
Casinader and Edward Solomon among the Tamil
Ministers.

The chairman then lived in Jaffna Town, and
beside him there was a missionary and two Tamil
ministers. The Jaffna circuit became self
governing and self supporting and there was
much leadership coming from within the laity.
The devoted family of Thambiah S. Cooke did
much to improve and beautify St. Peter's Church.
The electric lighting, the stained glass window
and a new pulpit were given by this family.

In 1913, work at Allaipiddy and Mankumban was
started by the Jaffna Home Mission Society. The
boys of Central College often joined in the
evangelistic campaigns. Their contributions were
always appreciated. The land for the Allaipiddy
church was donated by Viswanathar Kanapathippillai
Udaiyar for the exclusive purpose of building a
church.

An annual convention was held in Jaffna from
1891 in the great Old Dutch Church in the Fort.
'People went begging for seats'. We read that
among the speakers, there were several Methodist
Ministers such as Rev. Walton, Rev. D. P. Niles,
Rev. Osborne, Rev. Trimmerand Rev. Restarick.

Speaking about the quality of the Tamil Ministry
of this period, the Rev. Trimmer said that it was
worthy of standing side by side with any other
ministry on earth. Such men were hard to replace
and it was with thankfulness that the Synod of
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1917 accepted 'two very promising candidates' in
Messrs. James S. Mather and V. R. Samuel. The
Revs. Garrett, Restarick, Weaver, Barker, Wilkes
and Lockwood were great missionaries of this
period. But the one who dominated this period,
enriching the Tamil work, by his great
personality, was the Rev. George Trimmer.

Among the Tamil ministers of this period, one of
the most zealous evangelists and protagonists
against social evils was the Rev. James S.
Mather. The ministry in Jaffna at this time will be
remembered for Rev. Mather's advocacy of total
abstinence. He also concentrated on the re-
organisation of the Sunday school and the old,
popular Wesley Guild.

The Jaffna Central College, the pioneer English
School, founded by Rev. Percival, entered a
period of consolidation. The outstanding
personalities of these years were Revs. Garrelt
and Wilkes and Messrs. T. K. Chanmugam and
Romaine Cook. The College moved to its present
location in 1911. It was Mr. W. R. Cooke, a lay
missionary, who introduced the Crest and the
Colours of the College.

Development of the circuits was further aided
when, under the chairmanship of Rev. E. M. Weaver
(1931-1940), Jaffna, Vannarponnai and Puttur were
amalgamated into one circuit. St. Peter's underwent
a much needed renovation under the leadership of
Rev. J. S. Mather. The floor was cemented, a cement
concrete communion table was built, and roof
repairs were undertaken. Rev. James S. Mather
was Superintendent of the Jaffna Circuit from
1937-1945. During his ministry, a new belfry was
erected at St. Peter's by Mr. E. R. Benjamin in
memory of his father, Rev. J. V. Benjamin.

In 1946 the Rev. N. K. Nalliah succeeded him as
Superintendent Minister and the parsonage at
Trimmer Hall shifted to Chapel Street, adjoining
Jaffna Central College.

The Rev. D. T. Niles took over the ministry at St.
Peter's in 1953. He continued in it till 1959. The old
parsonage at Chapel Street was handed over to
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Central College for its expansion and Lockwood
House' was built in the Mission compound by
Rev. C. A. Smith, who himself was an architect. The
Old Mission House, was renovated and reconstructed
into a beautiful hall and was named after our most
able missionary and administrator, Rev. Trimmer.
In the period following, St. Peter's had a band of
energetic ministers in the persons of Revs. D. K.
Wilson, Donald Barlow and E. S. Nodder.

Rev. G. A. Winslow who was serving at
Vannarponnai in 1957 was transferred to St.
Peter's in 1958. He was the greatest evangelist of
his time. He was a tall man who wore a cassok and
walked the streets of Vannarponnai barefooted
evangelising irrespective of the scorching sun. He
would walk into any house without hesitation and
get about his business. Irrespective of the status of
the families, he would consume anything they
offered him. This quality of simplicity and
sincerity drew those who interacted with him
toward Jesus, he loved most. The fact remains that
the Vannarponnai ministry stands high because of
the tremendous efforts of Rev. G. A. Winslow.

When the political atmosphere in Sri Lanka began
to change, the earliest and most important
development was the "Vesting of Mission schools
with the Government'. The responsibility for
'Central’ and "Vembadi', along with a number of
other schools, ceased to be with the mission and
were handed over to the government. The church
accepted this change in the right spirit, for the
Methodist Church of Ceylon had advocated such
amove several years prior to this happening, even
as far back as 1950.

Further to this, when Sunday became a working
day, it came as a challenge, but 'our people took it
up in the proper spirit'. Worship was held earlier
than usual on Sunday mornings, before people
went to work. Yet, the attendance at these services
held earlier than the usual time, was surprisingly
very good.

Revs. Wilson and Barlow shared great ambitions
to recruit educated Tamil youths to the Ministry.
As aresult, the church furnished the ministry with
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a number of excellent candidates who had served
in the Sunday school and the Youth Guild of St.
Peter's. In September 1966 a conference was held
in Trimmer Hall, Jaffna. Pastoral sessions were
held on the 2", 3" & 4". 4" was declaired as
conference Sunday. Representatives' sessions
were held on the 5" and 6",

Rev. E. S. Nodder (1969-1975) had a great
passion for evangelistic work. During his tenure,
projects which had been mooted previously came
into being, such as the Trimmer Hall with its
many and varied activities, Vembastan as a
Hostel for young ladies and St. Peter's Nursery for
pre-school children. He and his co-workers went
into the villages distributing pamphlets. A pre
school was started and a branch was opened at
Allaipiddy. He started a sports club and organized
evening classes at Trimmer hall. He engaged in
evangelism, visiting the mentally disturbed and
depressed and conducting a training programme
for preschool teachers.

The Rev. M. A. Ratnarajah succeeded Rev.
Nodder as Circuit Superintendent in 1976. In
addition to fulfilling his Circuit duties, he had to
perform the role of Chairman of the North and
East District. Under his leadership, new plans and
projects were implemented for Allaipiddy, Kilner
institute and Puttur. His intention was to revive
the work for the then 'present age' and to have
them serve in ways appropriate. The Jaffna
Circuit took on the responsibility to start a major
new project at Puttur, while continuing the
ongoing medical and evangelistic work there.
Under the leadership of Mr. S. G. Batstone, an
able lay missionary, it was proposed to start a
poultry and cattle farm, a carpentry school, a bio.
gas plant and a sewing class. The vision was to
turn the site at Puttur into a centre of many
activities. A tutory, a weaving centre and a home
science class were started at Kilner hall. Once
more the place was a hive of activity, lively and
useful.

At this time in the national life of the Methodist
Church, the circuit was raising the second largest
quota in the island. Generally, the Sunday

morning Tamil services and the evening English
services were well attended. So too, were the
weekly Bible Studies on Christian faith and
discipleship. The weekly cottage prayer
meetings, the Sunday school, the youth
fellowship and the women's fellowship meetings.

During his period (1976-1979) a portion of our
land in the vicinity of Trimmer hall was sold to the
Y.W.C.A as the need arose. Subsequently the
Y.W.C.A put up a upstairs block for a ladies'
hostel. But unfortunately by the time they
completed the building, war broke out in the
vicinity. They could not open up the hostel as
planned. As things got worse, the building faced
great damage.

The 155" anniversary of the Church was
celebrates in 1978. A souvenir was published to
mark this occasion.

Rev. Ratnarajah was succeeded by Rev. S. W.
Ariarajah in 1979. Just as his predecessor, he
served as Circuit Superintendent and Chairman of
the district. During his time, the church received a
new organ (Rs. 45,000). New electric lights were
also fitted in the church. Rev. Ariarajah sought in
his time to give greater responsibility to younger
members. He succeeded somewhat in his
ambition.

In 1981, Rev. H. R. S. Jeyachandran came as
Superintendent and Chairman of the North and
East. Neither he nor the Church could have
known, or been prepared, for the events that were
to follow. The early eighties saw a deterioration
of the situation in the nation in general and in
Jaffna in particular. There were violent incidents,
which had never before been experienced. The
Jaffna Public Library was burnt, the Town Hall
and the Police Station were destroyed. The
environs of St. Peter's Church were drastically
affected, and so too were the lives of many
people. Many fled the Jaffna peninsula, and many
members were lost to St. Peter's.

In 1986, Rev. Jeyachandran was succeeded by
Rev. K. P. Govindaraj, as Superintendent of the
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Jaffna circuit. During his time, the Sri Lankan
Army set up its camp in the Jaffna Fort.
Eventually, the militants set up their sentries and
bunkers all around the Fort. Having been
Prevented from coming out, the Army fired
mortars. As a result, shells hit and damaged the
Church, Lockwood House and Trimmer Hall.
Unable to conduct services at St. Peter's they were
held at the Anglican Church of 'Christ Church',
which was in close proximity to St. Peter's.

Throughout this time of uncertainty, Rev.
Govindaraj and his family continued to live at
Lockwood House. They were persuaded to move
to a safer place, but only eventually, on the
insistence of the leaders of the church did it
materialize.

When it became unsafe to conduct worship at
Christ Church (it was later totally destroyed
itself), the venue was shifted to St. John's College.
A total of six artillery shells fell on St. Peter's
Church causing much damage. When the Indo-Sri
Lankan Accord was signed in 1987, and as hopes
rose for a cessation of the violence, the church
was repaired and worship was resumed in it.

In October 1987, however, fighting broke out
again, but this time between the Indian Peace
Keeping Force (IPKF) and the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). A new set of shells
rained on St. Peter's and made it unusable. The
conducting of Sunday morning worship was
shifted immediately to the home of Mr. & Mrs.
Blanchard in St. Peter's Lane.

The Methodist church Sri Lanka has been
maintaing ties with the Dortment (Germany)
Methodist Church for quite sometime. Under the
exchange programme between both countries
representatives from St. Peter's too have visited
Dortment, Germany. In 1988 Miss Malarinie
Ariaratnam visited Gemany under this exchange
programme.

Hostilities between the Sri Lankan Armed Forces
and the LTTE erupted in June 1990. The Jaffna
Fort, situated a quarter of a mile from the frontage

of the church, became the base, this time to both,
the Sri Lankan Army and the Police. Their
personnel came under siege by the LTTE.
Helicopters were used at first to supply food to
those in the Fort, but they came under fire and
were prevented from landing inside it. Planes,
therefore, had to be used to drop supplies of food.
Because of the difficulties of targeting the Fort,
many bags fell outside of it. On one occasion, one
such bag fell through the Church roof and landed
on the pulpit. Thus began further destruction to
the church.

Being unable to locate the positions of the
militants, the air force went on a blind bombing
spree in the area around the Fort in order to flush
the militants out. The church was hit again. After
that, services of worship took place in the home of
Mrs. E. C. Perinpanayagam and after a while, in the
home of Mr. & Mrs. K. Pooranampillai in
Somasundaram lane. In November 1990, the
church, having repaired Trimmer Hall with
whatever was available from the church, began to
conduct services there.

Under Rev. Govindaraj, the church was involved
in relief work in order to meet the needs of the
internally displaced people housed in schools and
community halls. There were also those who were
displaced from other districts and their needs
were also addressed by the church. Rev.
Govindaraj made trips to Colombo to bring relief
items, thereby risking his life. On one occasion
his vehicle was fired on from a helicopter and he
sustained head injuries. It was during his time, in
1989, that the Girls' Home was started after
repairing the Y.W.C.A building with their
permission. Rev. Govindaraj, realising the need
for the reconstruction of the church, started a
fixed depositin abank in Jaffna.

He was succeeded by Rev. A. W. Jebanesan, in
1992 who saw that further work was done to the
Trimmer Hall (as well as to the Vannarponnai
Church). A new wooden pulpit and a new
communion rail were made, using the teak from
the beams of the old church. The alpha and omega
symbols of the old pulpit were removed and
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incorporated into the new one. Kneelers also were
made. During his period of office, KNH came
forward with financial help for the Girls' Home.

Rev. S. S. Karunairaj came next, in 1994, as the
Superintendent Minister of the circuit. He was
later elected Chairman of the North and East
District. Being one who grew up in the church, he
knew many of the past members of the church
who were then living in the South, in Colombo,
and abroad. He started a fund-raising campaign
for the reconstruction of the church, contacting
former members. At first the response was very
good, but it faded away due to more than anything
else, the uncertain situation in the country.
Wisdom prevailed the church was left to ruin.
Lockwood House, however, which had not been
occupied since the Govindaraj family left, was
repaired. It was re-occupied by Rev. Karunairaj
and his family. The Boys' Home was started
during this period.

Then inlate October 1995, it was the turn of all the
inhabitants of Valikamam to flee Jaffna Town (as
five years earlier, the [slamic community had, had
to do). They fled to Thenmaradchchi and
Vadamaradchchi. Rev. Karunairaj setup a camp
for the displaced members of the Methodist
churches at the Methodist Girls' High school in
Point Pedro. There were members of other
denominations also in this camp. During the six
months there, combined worship took place at the
Methodist Church, Point Pedro.

During the time when there were no Methodist
Ministers in the town, Mr. Ben Bavinck, a Dutch
lay missionary, and later Principal of the CSI
Seminary, stepped into the breach and gave
immeasurable service in a variety of ways. The
Elders' Home at Puttur was started by him.

After the return of those of the exodus, in April
1996, Lockwood House and Trimmer Hall were
occupied by the Sinhala Police. It took a number
of years and the efforts of the then President of the
Methodist Conference, the Rev. Duleep R.
Fernando, before the Police vacated the above
premises. On being handed back to the church,

both were available for repairs and re-occupation.
Out thanks to Rev. Duleep.R Fernando.

It was in this phase, that the church hired the
services of the architect, Mrs. Mallika Rasaratnam.
She was asked to design a new building for the
church. In the meanwhile, what remained of the
church was demolished and cleared. Tragically,
the architect, widowed earlier that year and the
mother of two girls, was killed as a bomb
exploded in the Jaffna Mayor's Office in
September 1998.

Before Rev. Karunairaj left in 1999, Diakonia
assisted the church in purchasing a building for
vocational training.

In many ways, the God we know and love and
seek to serve shows St. Peter's that his hand is
upon his church now, as it had been all through the
years and particularly through the most difficult
times. The Christmas Greetings card put out by
Rev. Karunairaj as part of his fund-raising efforts
had the following verse in it. It also became the
prayer of the people of St. Peter's:

'Give us strength again to raise this abode of
prayer and praise. Quicken Thou our parched
souls and let these stones once more resound to
Joyful harmonious songs.'

Rev. S. S. Terrence had charge of St. Peter's for a
short period. He was the minister in charge in
1999 when he was serving at Vannaponnai.

Rev. K. Karunasekara then arrived as the
Superintendent Minister of the Jaffna Circuit, in
the same year, 1999.

There was much to do. KNH responded to
requests for funding to help with the running of
the Boys' Home. the headquarters' monies which
supported this work were then redirected to a
Nutrition Programme. There was Lockwood
House to repair and refurbish. Toilets and
bathrooms were needed for the Boys' and Girls'
Homes. A new building was needed for the Nursery.
Repairs to the Christian Literature Society (CLS)
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Bookshop had to be attended to, before it could be
re-opened. Kilner Hall was handed back to the
church by the hearing impaired group after many
years of occupation. It still needed major
refurbishment, though it was used on weekdays
by 112 Nursery school children.

In the year 2000 too, the people in the Jaffna town
were internally displaced for a short time as the
ground situation was in an uncertain state.

The design for the new church had to be looked
into afresh. The decision was taken that it should,
basically, replicate the former building. Rev.
Karunasekara lost no time in securing
compensation from the Government. The Rs.
200, 000 received was used to begin the work of
building new reinforced concrete footings and
columns. It was stepping out in faith, believing
that the rest of the money needed would be
forthcoming.

On invitation, the visit to Jaffna of the Rev. Hyun
Jeong Kang, accompanied by the chairman of the
North and East District, the Rev. S. J.
Kathiresapillai, led to a visit of a delegation from
the Methodist church of South Korea, headed by
their Bishop, Rev. Chun Wha Phark. It paved the
way for St. Peter's to receive a massive grant of
Rs. 1.8 million. Rev. Karunasekara took the party
to the site of the church. The South Koreans took
the decision to help. The building work leapt
forward from that day onwards, though other
monies were going to be needed if it was to be
completed.

On 19" February 2004, the 181" birthday of the
church was celebrated. On this occasion, the then
President of the Methodist conference, the Rev.
A. Noel P. Fernando, was present to unveil the
plaque commemorating the help St. Peter's had
received from the Methodist Church of South
Korea. Happily, Bishop Phark himself was
present along with a delegation from South Korea
which included missionaries currently serving in
Colombo as well. The chairman was also present,
with many members of the church and circuit.
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St. Peter's Methodist Church was first dedicated
on 19.02.1823. It was damaged in 1996. The
foundation stone for the new church was laid by
Rev. K. Karunasekera, the Supt. Minister on
14.01.2001. The church was rededicated on
13.04.2004, by Rev. Noel P. Fernando, the then
President of the Methodist Church. The
rebuilding of this church was with the aid of St
Kim Ja who was, an elder of the Chan Chung
Methodist Church, Seoul, Korea. A souvenir was
published by the church in 2004 to mark this
unique occasion.

Due to a wide circulation to its former members of
the church's need for funds, help was rendered by
a number of former ministers and members
themselves. Yet, the funding was still
comparatively small to meet the needs. Members
generously played their part too. With thanks to
so many St. Peter's rose again. So too, did this
circuit and that of Point Pedro-Kaddaively, our
neighbouring circuits, in the Jaffna peninsula,
which tackled the challenges of their rebuildings
and renewals.

We acknowledge with gratitude the part played in
St. Peter's by past Missionaries, both ministerial
and lay. It was an encouragement to us, that after
nearly three decades, in 2003, we had two
Mission Partners from the U.K. serving in Jaffna,
Rev. Dr. David Palmer (an Architect and
Minister) and Mrs. Sue Palmer ( a Health
Worker). Their service without doubt, added new
life to the church. They resided at Lockwood
House and served at Puttur.

Under the exchange programme between the
Methodist Church Sri Lanka and the Dortment
(Germany) Methodist church Mr. Ben
Gunaratnam and Miss Joanna Dhamyanthy
Sathiananthan visited Germany in 2003 as
representatives of the Methodist Church Sri
Lanka.

Rev. S. K. Kadirgamar came to St. Peter's as
Supt. Minister in 2005. The Allaipiddy Mission
compound was affected again due to violence
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which broke out in 2006. In 2006 people got
displaced. Most of them were housed in schools
and temple premises. Relief work was carried out
by the church. During Rev. Kadirgamar's time
class meetings were revived. In 2008, Mr. K. J.
Jegadas, a member of our church, was sent as a
candidate for ministry. Evangelistic work,
religious education of kids, youth activities and
women's activities were carried out in a
remarkable way during Rev. Kadirgamar's
period.

The church keeper's residence, behind the church
was funded through the tremendous efforts of
Rev. Palmer. The foundation stone for this block
was laid by Rev. Dr. David Palmer on 09.02.2005.
This block was opened by the Supt. Minister, Rev.
S. K. Kadirgamer on 29.06.2008. and named
‘James Lynch' building.

Following Rev. Kadirgamar, Rev. S. S.
Gnanarajah stepped in as Supt. minister in 2010.
'Carver House', the residence of the minister at
Atchelu, was completed. In 2011 the opening of
the renovated 'Mission House' at Vannarponnai
took place. The 'Deaf Link' was inaugurated by
Rev. Gnanarajah, for the benefit of the hearing
impaired in Jaffna. From April 12" to the 14",
2010, an all island Methodist prayer conference
was held at St. John's College, Jaffna. Rev. Dr.
Vincent Samuel from South India was the Guest
speaker at this conference. During this period
‘Trimmer Hall' was rented out to groups of tourists
from the South. The then President who visited
Jaffna, conducted the morning service on
31.10.2010.

In October 2010, Rev. R. S. E. Suthagar was
appointed as minister in charge of the St. Peter's.
The 1" leaders' Meeting of the church after his
arrival was on 15.01.2011 and the last was on
16.1.2012. His stay was of a very short duration.
During this period the 47" North East Synod was
held at Trimmer Hall on the 17" and 18" of June,
2011. Methodist day celebration was held at
Puttur, along with the Puttur and the Point Pedro-
Kaddaively circuits. Our thanks are due to Dr. T.
W. Jeyakularajah of the Puttur Hospital for his

tremendous efforts in organizing the days of
activitiesand the lunch in particular. St. Peter's
was renovated during this time including the
retiling of the floor.

Rev. C. Niles Ravishankar succeeded Rev.
Suthagar in 2012. There was a revival in fasting
and prayer, youth activities and the English
services on the 3" Sundays etc. The public address
system of the church was attended to. Church
services were enlivened with the playing of
musical instruments. Much talents were drawn
from within the church. These were possible
because Rev. Ravishankar himself was a talented
musician. The 190" anniversary of the church was
celebrated during his time on the 13" of February,
2013. A souvenir was published to mark this
memorable event.

Rev. C. N. Ravishanker's first leaders' meeting
after coming was on 14.03.2012. Due to his
endeavours 14 youth members and 3 grownups
from the Methodist church, Singapore, visited us.
An open air meeting was held by them at
Tholpuram and a vacation Bible session for the
kids. The census of 2012 revealed that St. Peter's
had 71 families out of which 113 were full
members.

On 14.07.2014 a cement path was made to the
side entrace of the church from (the double gate
side) 12.10.2014. The legal transaction of the
Diakonia building on Main Street in exchanger
for the Y.W.C.A building within the Trimmer
Hall compound took place. Thanks be to God.

The unveiling of the Bicentenary plaque
commemorating the coming of Methodism to Sri
Lanka took place on 01.12.2014 by the Secretary
of Conference, Rev. S. J. Kathiresapillai and the
Chairman of the North and East District, Rev. S.
D. Thayaseelan.

The monument erected in memory of 6 members
from the missionary families had been destroyed
on account of the war excepting one. In 2022, a6
foot pit was dug to lay the foundation stone for the

St Peter’s PMethodist Church, Taffna Bicentennial Souvenir

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



new belfry when two monuments were unearthed.
These were of two babies Faulkner Osborne who
passed away in 1817 and Susan Osborne who
passed away inl818. As decided by the then
leaders, a monument was erected for the 6

missionaries and the plaque was unveiled on
09.12.2014.

Their names and the years of passing away are as
follows.

NAME CALLED TO REST
1. MRS. MARY CARVER 1824
2. MAS. JOSEPH ROBERTS 1828
3. MRS. SCHRADER 1850
4. MR. FREDERICK CHARLES
GRENIER 1861
5. REV. JOHN MITCHELL 1866
6. MRS. RHODES 1870

Most of the old members here and abroad were
rather disappointed that the originality of the
church was not taken into account during the
building of the new church especially, where the
frontage was concerned (the pillars, the front
steps and the front parapet wall). At the time of
building the new church, due to lack of funds and
the refusal of permission by the Municipal
council in anticipation of the widening of Front
Street, opposite the church, there wasn't a
possibility of doing things according to our
whims and fancies.

The then President, Rev. Dr. A. W. Jebanesan,
took the initiative to find the required funds from
interested members here and abroad and the Head
Quarters to complete this task. The six pillars
outside were constructed to its original girth. The
front steps and the short parapet wall were built in
keeping with the architectural original design.
The expenses for this face lift amounted to Rs.
825, 000/-. St. Peter's would be ever so grateful to
Rev. Dr. A. W. Jebanesan, the Methodist Head
Quarters and the others for their timely help.

During Rev. Ravishankar's time the front portion
of the land in front of the Vembastan Hostel was

St Peter's rlethodist Church, Faffna Bicentennial Souvenir 52

given to the Singer Company on a long lease
through the Head quarters. As there were no
deeds, it took a year to get the deed of declaration.

Mrs. Shanthi Rajaratnam, one of our former
members and resident of the USA sent Rs.
6580207.50 towards the rebuilding of Percival
Hall. This gave us the incentive to rebuild
Percival hall. Our thanks are due to her. Engineer,
Mrs. Punitha Hoole, toiled hard to get the
necessary permission to build the structure. We
are ever so grateful to her for her efforts. The
foundation stone of Percival Hall was laid on
21.02.2016 by Rev. C. N. Ravishankar and late
Rev. P. M. Thevasenan. 'Dwelco' undertook the
building work. Our thanks are due to them. With
further funds collected from past members and
well wishers from abroad, and a second collection
taken in church, the building was put up. It was
dedicated on 31.07.2016 by Rev. Asiri P. Perera,
the then President of the Methodist Church during
the tenure of Rev. Niles Ravishankar, Supt. Minister.
Percival hall was first built in 1920. A souvenir
was released to commemorate this event.

The Missionary, Rev. Trimmer, lived during
1856-1920. The early mission house was named
after him. He was then North Ceylon District
Chairman for 43 years. Trimmer hall was
renovated by the tremendous efforts of Rev. Niles
Ravishankar and rededicated by the then
President, Rev.Dr. A. W_Jebanesan,on 14.12.2013.

Rev. Ravishankar took great pains in tiling the
floor of Lock wood house towards the end of his
tenure, facing many health issues, as a family, on
account of this, which is commendable.

The Bicentenary (1814-2014) plaque was
unveiled by Rev. Dr. A. W. Jebanesan, the then
President of the Methodist church Sri Lanka in
Colombo on Saturday the 29" of June 2013.

An ordination service took place on November
18", 2017, during the tenure of Rev. Ravishankar
Niles. At this service Reverends and full time
Evangelists were ordained. Those who were

ordained as priests were Rev. S. Thirumarai, Rev.
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R. Kaandeepan, Rev. T. R. Hasitha, and Reyv.
Nishantha G. Those who were commissioned as
Evangelists were Bro. Mahesh and Bro. Ananda.
There was a good gathering from all parts of the
country on this unique occasion.

Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Arulrajah commenced his
services at St. Peter's in January 2018 as Supt.
Minister and served till 1% January 2021. A
delegation from the Singapore Methodist Church
visited us from July 31" - August 2", 2018. They
sunk tube wells for our members at Karainagar
and gave Rs. 1 lakh for the renovation of the
Puttur Church. Besides them a Buddhist
gentleman, who was a passerby, donated 4 lakhs
towards the refurbishment of the Puttur Church.
Our thanks are due to them.

During Rev. Arulrajah's tenure in 2019, a
donation of Rs. 500, 000/- was received from the
then parliamentarian, Mr. Mavai Senathirajah,
during the 2" stage of allocation under the
Gampareliya scheme, which was made use to
paint the Church. We are very thankful to him for
this donation. The Atchelu church too, received a
donation of Rs. 700,000/- under this scheme.

During Rev. Arulrajah's tenure at St. Peter's, he
was elected chairman of the North & East District
Synod.
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Rev. J. J. Gnanaruban took over his duties at St.
Peter's Methodist Church on 12" January, 2021.
When he stepped into Jaffna, Covid 19 was on the
rampant. He had practically no help what so ever
from the parishioners at the time of stepping into
'Lock Wood' House. Once the Covid was on the
decline, the economic situation in the country
became very bleak affecting each and every
citizen of the country.

An urgent need arose for the belfry to be attended
to. This was first erected in memory of the Rev.
James V. Benjamin by his son in 1942. After the
reconstruction it was rebuilt and dedicated to the
glory of God on 4" April 2022, with the offerings
of the St. Peter's family during the tenure of Rev.
J.J. Gnanaruban, Superintendent minister.

The visit of the Carol party in 2022 enlivened the
parishioners after a period of two years of gloom
and uncertainty.

The census of 2023 reveals that St. Peter's has 76
families out of which 138 are full members. The
number of total worshippers amount to 196.

St. Peter's celebrated her bicentenary on 19.02.2023.

May the good Lord bless, guide and sustain St.
Peter's in the years to come.
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The reconstructed Rev. Dr. Peter Percival Hall ~ James Lynch House - The churchkeeper's residence
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D. T. Niles: St. Peter's Church's Gift to the
Church Local and Universal

As we celebrate the bicentennial of St. Peter's Church,
Jaffna, it is good to recall some of the illustrious
people that it has given to the church in Sri Lanka
and to the world Christian community. No doubt,
during its long history, a number of persons, both
missionaries and Sri Lankan ministers who served at
St. Peter’s, would have made outstanding contributions.
But, with the passage of time, both they and their
contributions might have been forgotten. In this
brief refection, I want to lift up and celebrate a
person who had lived in our own time and has left
an indelible mark on the Christian community in
Sri Lanka and in the world. D.T. Niles,or D.T., as
he is generally known, stands among the very best
that St. Peter's had gifted to the church in Sri
Lanka and to the church universal.

It is important to note that D.T.'s contribution cannot
be fully appreciated without knowing that he was
following the footsteps of his father, grandfather
and great grandfather who were deeply devoted to
the Methodist Church in general, and to St. Peter's
in particular. Nathaniel Niles, his great grandfather,
was the first convert of the Niles clan from
Hinduism to Christianity, and after training at the
Batticotta (Vaddukkodai) seminary led by the
American Mission, became a fervent preacher, and
was appointed the headmaster of the Uduvil Girl's
School, the oldest girls' school in Asia.

His father, Wesley Duraiappah Niles (1873-
1942), was a lawyer by profession and a much-
respected District Judge for a number of years. In
spite of his busy life, he was very active in the
Methodist Church- as the Circuit Steward of the
Jaffna Circuit, member of the District and
Provincial Synods, and later as one of the Trustees
of the Methodist Church in Ceylon. He was also
one of the founders of the Christa Seva Ashram at
Maruthanarmadam in 1939 and served as one of
the two vice-presidents of its governing committee.
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S. Wesley Ariarajah

Wesley Niles was, in fact, following in the
footsteps of his father, Daniel Poor Niles. Since
D.T.'s mother passed away when he was only one
year old, he was brought up by his grandparents
and thus his grandfather Daniel Poor Niles was
the strongest influence on his life. Daniel Poor
Niles was also trained at the Batticotta Seminary
of the American Mission and became an outstanding
scholar and a pre-eminent educationalist, closely
associated with the leading Methodist schools in
the Jaffna region, like the Hartley College and the
Jaffna Central College. After serving in the
Education Department for a number of years, he
was ordained Methodist ministerin 1875.

One of the significant contributions that Daniel
Poor Niles made was to produce the first Tamil
Hymn Book in 1881. He made excellent
translations of Charles Wesley's hymns and
popular hymns from the Sacred Songs and Solos.
He also began the publication of the 'North
Ceylon Christian Herald', the forerunner of the
'Ceylon Methodist Church Record. He was an
eloquent preacher and debater. Thus, D. T. had
for his background three generations of Niles
family who had made outstanding contribution to
the church in Jaffna through their ministries at St.
Peter's and its related institutions.

D.T., however, superseded all of them by
receiving the highest possible recognition as a
preacher, teacher, and ecumenist in Sri Lanka and
in many parts of the world. He was given the
singular honour to be the preacher at opening
worship of the inaugural assembly of the World
Council of Churches (WCC), in Amsterdam
(1948), and again as the preacher at the opening
worship of the WCC's 4" Assembly in Uppsala,
Sweden, in 1968. He was considered globally as
one of greatest preachers and Bible Study leaders
of his time. He published 21 volumes, which
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were translated into many languages, 14
pamphlets on a variety of issues in the life of the
church, and gave numerous lectures and seminars
in seminaries around the world. No other Asian
Christian was so widely known and better
recognized in so many parts of the world.

He was also a great ecumenist, and his ecumenical
commitment began with giving leadership to the
Student Christian Movement (SCM), and the
World Student Christian Federation (WSCF).
Having served as the General Secretary of the
National Christian Council of Sri Lanka (NCC)
from 1941 to 1945, along with the leadership of
the Anglican, Baptist and C.S.I churches, he
worked hard towards Church Unity in Sri Lanka.

He was one of the founding fathers and the first
General Secretary of the East Asia Christian
Conference (EACC), which later became the
Christian Conference of Asia (CCA), the Asian
regional ecumenical body. He served as the
Evangelism Secretary of the World Council of
Churches (WCC) and was deeply involved in
many aspects of its work and was made the first
Asian President of the WCC. At the time of his
passing away, he was the President of the
Methodist Church in Sri Lanka, the Chairman of
the CCA, and one of the Presidents of the WCC.
He was the friend of most of the world church
leaders and theologians of his time.

I came to know him first between 1953 and 1959
when he was the minister of St. Peter's, where I
worshipped, and the Principal of Jaffna Central
College, where I studied. He prepared me and my
friends for confirmation, and when I finished my
ministerial training, as the President of the
church, he ordained me and my friends into the
Methodist Ministry.

His two sons, Preman and Dayalan followed the
distinguished family tradition and joined the
ministry of the church, Preman, in the area of
Theological Education and Dayalan in the
pastoral ministry of the Methodist Church. And
his oldest granddaughter, Damayanthi (Preman's
daughter), is maintaining the tradition and is an

ordained minister of the church, and is professor
of Theology at the Eden Theological Seminary.

It is an honour that such a world-renowned
Christian came out of St. Peters, served it as
minister, and remained rooted in Jaffna, despite
all the global recognition, and saw St. Peter's as
his mother church to the very end of his life.

It would be appropriate to end this brief reflection
with two quotes, one on the significance of his
life, and the other on what D.T. had meant to those
who came to know him personally. The first is
from the text that the learned Anglican bishop of
Colombo, Rt. Rev. Harold de Soysa, sent to the
Anglican clergy of his diocese on hearing of
D.T.'s passing away:

A very great Christian soul, worthy to be
compared with saints of all ages, has passed from
our midst. Most of us never realized what a
wonderful and great Christian moved among us
while he was alive.... His passing away is the
greatest possible loss to the Church of Christ in
Sri Lanka,

And a statement on what he meant for those who
knew him and worked with him came from Rev.
Alan Brash from New Zealand, who was the
acting General Secretary of the WCC at the time
of D.T.'s death:

Somehow, near him, it was easier to believe in
God, the father of Jesus Christ.

Somehow, with him, it always seemed worthwhile
to tackle the impossible task.

Somehow, in his presence, prayer and forgiveness
and faith were more tangible than the things of the
earth.

e ckok skok ko kok
(Rev. Dr. Wesley Ariarajah has written a volume,
“We Live by His Gifts — D.T. Niles: Preacher,
Teacher and Ecumenist. A Personal Account”, to
mark D.T.'s 100" birth anniversary. Published in
2009 by the Ecumenical Institute for Study and
Dialogue, 490/5, Havelock Road, Colombo -6)
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Some simple" folk of St. Peter's, who
left indelible footprints on the sands of time

In the present era, we can see that many ordinary
people achieve greatness through their own
efforts. We need not be born great to achieve
greatness or greatness need not be thrust upon us.
If we overcome the obstacles that come our way
and endeavour to climb the steps of success, we
can achieve greatness. There are and have been
many people at St. Peter's who are and who have
been achievers. Here we are going to bring to
light, achievements of some who were born and
bred at St. Peter's and are with us today while a
few who have gone beyond the veil.

1. Deaconess Miss Arul Sathiyanesan (Arul
Acca/Aunty)

Arul Acca who was bornin 1913 was a Deaconess
attached to St. Peter's church, Jaffna from 1954
onwards. She was kind, soft spoken, loving and
God fearing. She was very punctual where
visiting the parishioners were concerned. She
frequently visited the sick in the parish or when
they were in hospitals. She always wore white
sarees and blouses and carried a black umbrella
and a bag. Though she retired from service in
1978, she continued to live at 'Vembastan' and
serve the parish till 1988. Later she resided in
Colombo with her nephew, the then Anglican
Bishop Gnanapragasam until her passing away in
1993.

When one of our parishioners, Mrs. Kanaganayagam,
passed away at the time of a Bomb blast in the
Jaffna town on April 9", 1984, only Arul acca
attended the funeral amidst all the tension which
prevailed. The next morning the burial took place
amidst continuous firing from the Jaffna Fort. The
only two people who risked their lives and were
present at the graveside beside the family
members, were Rev. H. R. S. Jeyachandran and
Arul acca. Such was the stuff Arul Acca was made
up of.
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2. The Church Keeper, Mr. Nagamany

Mr. Nagamany served the church faithfully for
more than 25 years. He was pleasant, soft spoken,
obliging, gentle and conscientious in whatever he
did. He was also humble and God fearing. He
never left a stone unturned so to say. The church
was spick and span during his tenure. On Sunday
mornings, he used to go to our parishioners'
houses and pick fresh flowers for the church
vases. He would also arrange the multi coloured
flowers tastefully.

He cleaned the windows and window sills well.
He had sticks of many sizes with brushes attached
to them to clean the tall windows which were of 4
parts. He had pieces of card board to place on the
window sills, for him to stand on and break the
cobwebs. Such was his dedication. The past St.
Peter's members would always remember him
with gratitude.

Just before his death he had visited the
home of one of our parishioners, the Gurupathams,
on the evening of 27" December, 1980, as their
eldest grand daughter was baptized that evening.
It was shocking to everybody that he had passed
away unexpectedly sometime after returning
home. There is no doubt that he would be in
heaven with the Lord. May his soul rest in peace.

3.Mr.R.E. J. A. Setukavalar

Mr. R. E. J. A. Setukavalar was a soft spoken,
simple gentleman who was affable and witty. He
hailed from Batticaloa. He and his family lived
down Somasunderam lane, Chundikuli, during
the early 1970's, when he was attached to the
Govt. Training College, Palaly, as an English
lecturer. As Methodists, his family, worshipped at
St. Peter's church. He was a leader in the Church.
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In 1971, Mr. RobertE. J. A. Setukavalar, was elected
vice president of the Methodist conference for
197171972, which is the highest office a layman
could hold in the Methodist church.

4. Preman Niles

Mr. Preman Niles was the eldest son of Rev. Dr.
D. T. Niles. He was a Biblical scholar and a
Theologian who was engaged in lay missionary
work. He too was one who spearheaded the
ecumenical movement at the local, national and
global levels. Along with Rev. Drs. D. T. Niles
and Wesley Ariarajah, Mr. Preman Niles too,
served as a staff member of the World Council of
Churches (WCC) in Geneva, Switzerland. He too
endeavoured to put Sri Lanka on the world map.

5.Rev. Dr. Albert Wilfred Jebanesan

Rev. Dr. Albert Wilfred Jebanesan hails from a
devout Christian family in Jaffna. He is the eldest
of five children. As a family, they worshipped at
St. Peter's. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. Albert,
brought up their three sons and two daughters in a
good Christian atmosphere.

Rev. Dr. Albert Wilfred Jebanesan was born on
21" November 1957. He was educated at Jaffna
Central College and worshipped at St. Peter's
church from his childhood. He was sent as a
ministerial candidate along with Mr.Jogarajah
during Rev. Dr. Wesley Ariarajah's tenure at St.
Peter's in 1979. After his field training he entered
the Theological College of Lanka in 1980 and
obtained his Bachelor of Theology Degree
(B.Th.) in 1985. Three years later, in 1988, he
obtained his Bachelor of Divinity Degree (B.D).
He was inducted as a minister in May 1984 and
served the Kollupitiya and Maradane Tamil
Congregations till 1987. He was transferred to the
Vannarponnai churchin 1988 and served there till
1991. He was appointed as the Chaplain of the
University of Jaffna in 1991 and continued in that
capacity until 1994. He also served the St. Peter's
parish from 1992-1994.

In 1994, he joined the Theological College of
Lanka as a lecturer and taught many study courses
there. From 1995 to 1999, he was sent for post
graduate studies to the University of Edinburgh
where he successfully completed his PhD in
October 1999. In 1999 he returned to Sri Lanka
and resumed his lecturing while functioning as
the undergraduate Dean, of the Theological
College of Lanka till 2003. In the meanwhile, he
was elected chairperson of the Central District of
the Methodist church. During this period, in 2004,
he was appointed as the acting principal of the
Theological College of Lanka. He was made
permanent in 2005 and continued in that capacity
til12010.

In 2009 he became President elect and was
inducted as the president of the Methodist
conference in 2010 and continued his tenure as
President till August 2015. He discharged his
duties in an unblemished and commendable way.

He was a humble and soft spoken leader who won
the hearts of many. The old members of St. Peter's
will always remember him with love and
gratitude for finding the resources to give a face
lift to the frontage of St. Peter's, in order to bring
back its original appearance.

May the good Lord bless him and his family in the
years to come,

6. Rev. Dr. Wesley Ariarajah

Rev. Dr. Wesley Ariarajah was born in Jaffna on
2" December, 1941. From his very childhood he
worshipped at St. Peter's church. He was a
complete product of Jaffna Central College, who
resided in the college hostel from his 5" standard
along with his brother and continued to live there
until he entered the university. He was sent as a
candidate for ministry from St. Peter's during the
tenure of Rev. D. K. Wilson (1960-1965) along
with messrs. S. S. Karunairaj, Paul Benjamin and
Sugirtharaj in 1960. He was ordained in 1968. He
was stationed at Talawakala for 2 years and
Kandy for 2 ¥2 years. While he was serving the
Kandy circuit, the then principal of the
Theological College Lanka, Rev. Soma Perera,
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requested him to be a part time lecturer at the
Theological College of Lanka. The following
year, he was released as full time lecturer to teach
the New Testament, World religions and Tamil
Literature.

With the intension of upgrading the Theological
College of Lanka, equipping it with the view of
catering for B. D. students. Rev. Dr. D. T. Niles
wanted ministers to be sent for Doctoral studies to
fill the cadres of the Theologial College of Lanka.
He functioned as the president of the Methodist
Church of Ceylon during this period.

With this in view, in 1970, during his presidency
of the Methodist church, he endeavorued to send
Rev. Ariarajah to a Hindu University in Calcutta,
India, for the study of Hinduism and Theravadha
Buddhism. As the ground situation of the
university was not conducive at that time, Rev. D.
T. Niles arranged a 3 year World Christian
Council (W.C.C.) travel scholarship to Princeton
seminary, Newjesey, U.S.A, over the phone and
over night. Such was the recognition he had
earned, among his international contemporaries.
This was a few weeks before his demise. Rev.
Ariarajah was the first minister to have been
granted study leave for a period of 3 years unlike
his predecessors who were granted only one year.
After one year, on completing his Th.M, as his
sought after study course was not available there.
Rev.Ariarajah proceeded to the Kings College
University, London, on a part-time scholarship
where he obtained his PhD.

After returning to Ceylon, he served at
Puliyantivu Methodist church for a year and
Moor's Road Methodist church for 3 years.
During this time he went to Kandy once a week to
teach the history of religions and Tamil literature,
which he liked most.

He came to St. Peter's, Jaffna, as superintendent
Minister in 1979 and continued till 1980,
succeeding Rev. M. A. Ratnarajah. He also
functioned as chairman of the district. In 1979,
Messrs. A. W. Jebanesan and J. W. Jogarajah
were sent for ministry. Following this, in 1981, he
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was invited by the World Council of Churches in
Geneva, Switzerland, to join the interfaith
dialogue programme and served there for a period
of 7 years. After that, he served the Drew University,
U.S.A, for 3 years. Like his 'guru’, D. T. in whose
footsteps he followed, he too never wrote out his
sermons. He wrote detailed notes and threw them
away once his preaching was over.

He sought in his time to give greater responsibility
to younger members. During his period, St.
Peter's had the most ecumenically informed
congregation in the island.

7. Rev.Dr.D.T. Niles

Rev. Dr. D. T. Niles was born on the 4" of May
1908 in Tellippalai. His maternal grandmother
was Thaiyalnayagam Barr Kumarakulasinghe of
Tellippalai, who was a devout chrisitan. His
paternal grandmother was Mary Joshua who
married Daniel Poor Niles. After his mother's
death when he was 1 year old, in 1909, D. T. lived
with them. Mary's mother was a Hindu vegetarian.
His maternal grandfather was Nathaniel Niles and
his maternal great - great grandfather was
Saravanamuthu Joshua, who was named Jordan
Lodge, after being baptized. His paternal great
grandfather Velauther Kathiresar, after baptism
became Nathaniel Niles. These two were the first
converts to Christianity from Hinduism as a result
of American Mission work. They were poor
Hindus who loved in a small village. His maternal
grandfather Nathaniel Niles, who yearned to be
educated entrusted himself into the hands of the
missionaries. Both grandmothers of D.T. were
instrumented in introducing him to the Bible.

Nathanial Niles after serving the Vaddukoddai
seminary as a tutor for sometime became head
master of Uduvil Girls' College. He was a fervent
evangelist, educationalist, a powerful orator and
preacher. After retiring from the American
Mission he joined the Wesleyan Mission as an
Evangelist. His grandfather Daniel Poor Niles
was the greatest influence in D.T.'s life (1836-
1915). D.T.'s grandfather, Daniel Poor Niles,
who was his ideal, passed away when D.T. was 8
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yrs. old in 1916. After serving for a long time in
the Education Department, he was persuaded to
join the Wesleyan Mission by Rev. Kilner. He
was ordained as a Methodist Ministerin 1875.

D.T.'s father Wesley Duraiappah Niles (1873-
1942) was a lawyer for many years who became a
District Judge later. He was a lay leader, Circuit
steward, Local preacher and a member of the
District and Provincial Synods. In 1933 he
became a lay trustee of the Methodist church in
Ceylon. He actively supported the founding of the
Christa Seva Ashram at Maruthanarmadam in
1939. He contributed Tamil Lyrics to the
Methodist Hymn Book. Like his father Nathaniel
Niles, Daniel Poor Niles too was an eloquent
speaker and preacher. He compiled a Methodist
Hymn book in 1881. Every year Wesley Niles
made it a point to read the whole Bible and the
complete works of Shakespeare.

When D. T. was 5 yrs. old he wanted to be a
Minister. After the death of his mother, his father
married twice and had 9 children. As alawyer and
District Judge, his father wanted him to take up
the law profession from the point of view of the
family. When D. T. had finished his intermediate
level of education in the University, he joined the
United Theological College in Bangalore, India
(1929-1933), where he successfully completed
his B. D. with first class honours. His scores are
said to be unbeaten even now. He was a brilliant
student in the Theological College with a sharp
intellect. Later in life he wrote liturgies and
hymns in Tamil and published them.

D. T. had his schooling at Jaffna Central College.
When he was 20 yrs, (1928) he joined the staff of
his alma mater and taught Mathematics in the
middle school for some time. At that time, he was
greatly involved in S.C.M activities and
addressed a conference in Allahabad, India. After
finishing his B.D in 1933, he joined Jaffna Central
College again and taught from 1933-1935 there.
During that time he studied philosophy under the
then principal, P. T. Cash, and obtained his
external B.A. honours degree from the London
University. Then he was S.C.M secretary for

India, Burma and Ceylon. He attended the World
Student Christian Federation (WSCF) in Bulgarie
in 1935,

In 1936, after his marriage to Dulcie Arularatnam
he was ordained as a priest the same year, and was
made District Evangelist of the North District. He
served in many worldwide Christian organizations.
In early 1938 he wrote his first book, 'Sir, we will
see Jesus', which was translated into many languages.
In 1948 he became the 1" full time secretary of the
National Christian Council (NCC) and
participated in many ecumenical conferences.

He served the Point pedro circuit from 1946-
1950, the Maradana Circuit from 1950-1953 and
the St. Peter's Parish from 1953-1961 while
holding the office of Principal at Jaffna Central
College for four years. He had 2 sons Preman and
Dayalan. Preman was a biblical scholar and a
Theologian doing lay ministry while Dayalan
who was an ordained minister passed away in the
prime of his life. It is remarkable to mention that
D.T.'s eldest grandchild Dhamayanthy Niles, has
been ordained into the ministry. She is from the
6" generation of Niles.

His preaching itself became a manifestation of the
authority of the Bible. He preached slowly,
clearly and calmly, periodically raising his voice
to mark the main points. He also was firm,
forceful and emphatic on what he wanted to stress
upon. His style of preaching was always biblical
and unique, but he had his own approach to being
Biblical which resulted in the listeners having
faith and conviction in his sermons. Normally he
never wrote out his sermons, but only detailed
notes, except for international conferences. His
gift of teaching, held the attention of the listeners
and kept them spellbound gripping his words.
Besides, his preaching was credible, authentic,
authoritative and convincing. Further he had a
charisma of his own kind. He had the capacity to
see what others failed to see in a biblical text. His
calibre was such, that he was found suitable to
head many international Christian organizations
at one and the same time. This man of wisdom
was also witty when the occasion warranted.
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It had been decided that Dr. Martin Luther King
(Jr.), who had then galvanized the civil rights
movement in the USA into a formidable force,
had been requested to preach at the opening
service of the 4" Assembly of the World Christian
Council in Uppsala, Sweden, on the 4" of July,
1968. But on 4" April, 1968, he was assassinated
while he was talking to some colleagues on the
balcony of the Lorraine Hotel in Memphis. A
preacher of his calibre had to be found to fill in the
gap. D.T Niles of Ceylon was the unanimous
choice. The theme of the Assembly was
“Behold”. | make all things new”

He was convinced that the future and the
ecumenical life in Lanka depended on the quality
of the theological education of its ministry. So he
started taking interest in the theological college.
Along with the Governing body, he formulated a
scheme for ministerial and lay training in the
college. He intended developing a strong faculty
manned with doctoral qualifications to upgrade
the college, in order to grant B.D degrees. With
this in view, he got Rev. Ariarajah released to be a
part time lecturer there and later a full time
lecturer.

During the tenure of Rev. D. K. Wilson in 1962,
the handing over of Mission Schools to the
Government took place. Rev. Dr. D. T. Niles who
felt that the schools would be better off with the
government was disappointed when his
expectations were not fulfilled. At that time, the
Anglican girls' school in Jaffna, Chundikuli Girls'
College was in dire need of funds to upkeep the
school. Rev. Dr. D. T. Niles got funds from the
World Council of Churches as well as other
institutions and helped 'Chundikuli' to tide over
their financial problems to some extent. A college
magazine published at that time has furnished
these details.

D.T. liked preaching most of all, next came Bible
studies at conferences. He never had the practice
of writing out his sermons, He only wrote out
detailed notes which he threw away, once his
preaching was done. He spent a lot of time with
the Bible and always started to pray saying
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“Engal Nalla Kadavule”. He wrote 21 books 14
short booklets, pamphlets and many articles.

He held many prestigious offices here in Ceylon
as well as worldwide. He was president of the
Methodist church of Ceylon, one of the presidents
of the world council of churches, the chairman of
the regional ecumenical body, the East Asia
Christian Conference etc. He was the first non
British staff of the Methodist Missionary
Society in Britain. In 1953, he was invited to be
the executive secretary of the Department of
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches.
When he became president of the Methodist
Conference in 1968, he was also Ex officio
manager of Wesley College.

He had an international network of friendships
that lasted for a lifetime. He was invited more
than on one occasion by Princess Wilhelmina of
the Netherlands, Pope John XXIII and the
Archbishop William Temple etc.

This 3 Doctorate holder in Divinity was elected
president of the Methodist church in 1968. In the
same year he was also elected chairman of the
East Asia Christian Conference (CCA) and one of
the presidents. He travelled for more than 30
years attending world conferences. Due to his
global level responsibilities of the World Council
of the churches and international schedules he
had hardly any time for traditional pastoral visits.
He cared much for his local congregation,
extended family, relatives and friends. So he
entrusted this responsibility to the 2™ minister, the
evangelist or the deaconess who readily filled in
the gap. This was because, he set personal
integrity as one of the highest goals in life.

His wife Dulcie, was a lady of deep faith, wisdom
and serenity. She read and wrote books. She always
upheld D.T. in her prayers. They celebrated their
silver wedding Jubilee in 1961. D.T. and Dulcie
were never seperated for more than 3 months at a
stretch. He always insisted to be rooted in Sri
Lanka and particularly in Jaffna, which he did. He
had a private home in Valalai, Jaffna, where they
lived happily when time permitted.
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When it came to normal letter writin g, he rarely
conformed to the pattern of proper letter writing
unless when the situation warranted. His normal
letters were of only 4 or 5 lines and didn't have any
salutation etc. This was D.T.

D.T. was diagnosed with cancer of the sinus in
1970. After undergoing treatment for a short time
in Vellore, India, he returned to Sri Lanka.
Subsequenly, he underwent surgery in Vellore.
After this, he went in for a stroke and passed away
on 17" July, 1970. In keeping with his wish of
being buried in the place of his demise, burial took
place in Vellore, India.
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To him “Death was never an end but the
beginning of another dimension of participation
in the life of God.” The passing away of D.T
marked the end of a very special time of
ecumenism which he strove for Sri Lanka. He
passed away at the Zenith of his leadership.

John R. Mott Memorial Lectures given at the
EACC Assemblies was renamed as “D.T. Niles
Memorial Lectures” for his outstanding
contribution to the EACC in the World
Oikoumence”

We are thankful to God, for raising such a world

famous leader in the international Christian
community, from this 'tiny parish' of St. Peter's.
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Some Christian Institutions which were run by
St. Peter's Methodist Church

Many religious institutions were run by St. Peter's
from the time of the missionaries. We had to give
up most of these due to the political situation of
the country and the ground situation not being
conducive to carry out them. Only the nursery is
in existance But we feel as methodists we should
all know about them, so that we could revive them
with the grace of God if better times come our
way.

1. St. Peter's Nursery

St. Peter's Nursery was started around 1960 at
'Vembastan'. This was the first Nursery which
was started in Jaffna at that time. Miss M. P. Dore
was in charge of the nursery. Miss Christabel
Veerakathippillai was the supervisor.

Miss Dore joined the staff of the circuit in 1965
and was in charge of St. Peter's Nursery with a
staff of 8 and over 100 children after giving up her
teaching career at Vembadi. The nursery was a
well run Christian service institution. During that
time she conducted Bible correspondence
courses. She also led Bible studies and preached.
In 1968, she had 4 trained deaconesses under her
who helped in 4 village Bible schools. She also
rendered selfless service to the Methodist
women's fellowship.

In 1973 the church also carried out teacher
training courses, caring of destitutes, training the
young for a useful future career and nursery work.

With the view of giving importance to education,
in 1964, it was further expanded in Percival Hall.
Miss Esther Amirthaselvi Kanaganayagam
taught there from 1966 - 1968. She was followed
by Miss Nirmala Solomon (1968-1977). With the
increase of the number on roll in 1968, the 4°
classes were shifted to Trimmer Hall.
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In 1970, when the Sri Lanka Freedom Party came
into power, in keeping with the new policy of the
government, the age of admission to grade one
was raised from 5 years to 6 years. As such,
nursery admissions increased. As the number on
roll went up to 230 in 1972, a part of the students
were sent to Trimmer Hall. Subsequently, when
the United National Party took over power in
1977, the admission age to grade 1 was reverted
back to 5 years by the government. As a result,
from 1979 onwards the number on roll dropped
drastically. Miss Sobithamalar Sinnathamby was
appointed supervisor.

In 1981, the former principal of Vembadi Girls'
High School, Miss Mabel Thambiah, was
appointed supervisor. During her tenure the
number on roll increased. In 1988 the number on
roll dwindled again on account of the war that
broke out. At that time, the supervisor was Mrs.
Sugirtham Tharmaratnam. Due to the war in the
Jaffna Fort in 1986, the nursery was shifted to the
Christ Church Parish hall, down second Cross
Street. Due to heavy motor shelling from the Fort,
parents feared to send their children to the
nursery. So in 1987, the nursery was shifted to
Kilner Hall down K. K. S. Road. Subsequently,
the number on roll increased. Miss Raththi
Packianathan, was supervisor at that time. After
the 1987 Indo-Sri Lanka pact, a part of the nursery
was shifted back to Percival hall in 1988. Mrs.
Chandra Mylvaganam was appointed supervisor
of this nursery. There were more than 200
students in both these nurseries.

In 1990, Percival Hall was badly damaged. So,
the nursery moved into Trimmer Hall. Then Mrs.
Thevi Sathananthan was appointed supervisor. In
1992, Miss Nirmala Moorthy took over as supervisor.
She was a good pianist. In 1993 Miss A. Niranjani
was appointed as an assistant teacher. After her
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Mrs. Siciliya Malar Jeevananthakumar was appointed
as an assistant teacher. In 1995, during operation
‘Sooriyakathir' the people of Jaffna were evacuated.
They moved into Vadamaradchchy and
Thenmaradchchy. During this period the nursery
did not function.

The displaced people started returning to Jaffna
from April 1996 onwards. In June, the nursery at
Kilner Hall started functioning once again with
Mrs. Shanthi Buvanendra as supervisor. She was
a good pianist. But unfortunately she left at the
end of the year. Miss Jessie John too taught for a
while. Mrs. R. Thangathurai was appointed as
supervisor in 1997. The number on roll increased
and Kilner Hall was refurbished.

Miss A. Niranjani was appointed supervisor of
the nursery which functioned at Trimmer Hall.
Miss Chandrika Solomon was an assistant teacher
at that time. A new building was erected for the
nursery in 2002. Miss Suganthy was appointed as
an assistant teacher. Then Miss J. Nixmala was
appointed as an assistant teacher.

In 2017 a children's park with play equipment was
made. In 2018 one of the past students and a
Member of Parliament, Mr. M. A. Sumanthiran
from his decentralised financial allocation built a
classroom. The plaque of this building was unveiled
by Mr. M. A. Sumanthiran himself on January 7",
2018. Our thanks go to him. Miss A. Niranjani,
the supervisor, retired on March 31", 2021, after
faithfully serving the nursery for 28 long years.
Mrs. R. Thangathurai who served the Kilner
nursery for 25 years retired in 2022. We are very
thankful to both of them for their dedicated
service.

Among those who served the St. Peter's Nursery
were Missess Mani Veerasingam, Sathiawathy
Kanagaratnam, Arasanayaki Cooke, Sugirthavathy
Kanagaratnam, Jeganara Cooke, Vimala
Tharmalingam, Chandra Everts, Arul Manickam,
Vasantha Selvarajah, Kala Thamotharampillai,
Vimala Chellathamby, Selvarani Chellathamby,
Padmini Veerasingam, Mrs. P. J. Casinader and
Mrs. Shanthy Buvanendra.

Special mention should be made that 99.9% of the
supervisors and teachers who manned the nursery
were either past principals, teachers or students of
Vembadi and among the Chrisitian majority,
almost 99% belonged to the St. Peter's parish. Our
thanks are due to them for their loyal services.

2. Pre-school Training classes and English
classes

English classes as well as pre-school teacher
training classes too were held by the church.
Eminent educationists from St. Peter's conducted
these classes with the view of providing adequate
training in equipping the teachers better in
handling the children entrusted to them.

In 1979, English classes and a Teacher Training
Diploma course commenced at Trimmer Hall.
Those who successfully completed this Teacher
Training Course were awarded certificates, by the
then president of the Methodist Conference, Rev.
Basil Rajasingham.

The staff who lectured to the nursery teacher
trainees and to those who followed the English
classes were Mr. L. W. Nalliah, Mr. J. G. Arasaratnam,
who had been the principal of the then Nallur
Teacher Training College, Mr. G. N. Edwards,
the then prinicipal of the Govt. Training College,
Palaly, Mr. R. E. J. A. Setukavalar, an English
lecturer of the Govt. Training College, Palaly and
Mrs. Shanthi Arulanantham (Nee Pooranampillai).

3. Elocution & Spoken English Classes

These classes were started with the view of
improving the standard of English among the
Jaffna community. These classes were started
around 1984 at the Trimmer hall. There were only
3 teachers, then, namely, Mrs. Shanthi
Buvanendra, Ms. Grace and Ms. Yoges. During
that tme, the students who followed the
syllabuses of the Institute of western music and
speech (IWMS) were sent to Colombo to face the
exams. One of our students, Shirley Packianathan,
who was the youngest in her grade, was awarded
the all island cup.
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Later, the classes were shifted to Percival hall.
Mrs. R. R. Blanchard was in charge of these
classes. Mrs. Atputhamany Kirupairajah and Mrs.
Saro Sathiananthan and few others taught in these
classes. Elocution and spoken English were
taught to the students. The last year the classes
were conducted was in1989. Then 125 students
had applied to sit the exams. As the ground
situation was not conducive due to the war,
classes ceased to be held.

4. The history of 'Vembastan'

Vembastan, which was the residence of the
principal of Vembadi Girls' High School became
the residence of the Reverend who assisted the
superintendent minister of Jaffna from 1962
onwards. Subsequently, it was the abode, of the
Deaconesses. In 1973 it was converted into a
ladies' hostel for students who attended schools in
the vicinity. Accommodating students in the
hostel was one of the main services rendered by
the Methodist church in the Jaffna town. There
were around 40 students who pursued their
education being boarded here. Miss Sakuntala
Ponniah, served here as warden from 1973 -2011.
She was an honest, patient, kind hearted, God
fearing and conscientious person who was a
second mother to the children boarded there. She
served there till her deathin 2011.

Mrs. Chandra Azariah assisted her from 1983-
1999. Both of them amicably carried out all the
responsibilities entrusted to them. During this
period they provided lunch parcels to working
people in the surroundings. The racial riots of
1983 led to this hostel being affected by the war.
At times there were also working ladies boarded
here. Vembastan was affected badly on account
of the bomb blast on April 9", 1984,

During the war around the Jaffna Fort in 1986,
Rev. K. P. Govindaraj and family who were
residing at Lockwood House which was in close
proximity to the Fort were displaced at
Vembastan, from where Rev. Govindaraj carried
out his ministry. In 1987, on account of the Indian
Peace keeping forces'(IPKF) military activities,
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he had a narrow escape from death. Miss Arul
Sathianesan (Arul Acca), who served as a Deaconess
for many years resided at Vembastan.

The Reverends who were in charge of Vembastan
were E. S. Nodder, M. A. Ratnarajah, S. W. Ariarajah,
H. R. S. Jeyachandran, K. P. Govindaraj, A. W.
Jebanesan, S. S. Karunairaj, S. S. Terrance, K.
Karunasekara, S. K. Kadirgamar and S. S.
Gnanaraj.

Those who served as honorary Treasurers were
Mr. Chellathamby (1974-1990) and Mrs. Suseela
Pathmaseelan (1991-2000).

5. Diakonia Vocational Training Centre

The Diakonia vocational Training centre building
was purchased at a cost of 12 Lakhs by the
Methodist church. This building 101, Main
Street, Jaffna was brought with the help of the
Diakonia organization of Sweden. This building
was named 'Thomas Squance' building. A
member of our church, Mr. T. D. Slevarajah, was
appointed Director of this centre. Sewing, type
writing, Radio and T. V. repairing and English
were taught at this institution. One of our members,
Mrs. Saro Sathiananthan taught English there.

Rev. S. S. Karunairaj, Rev. S. S. Terrence and
Rev. K. Karunasekara functioned as managers
during their tenure. Mr. Ben Gunaratnam was the
treasurer. Certificates were awarded to those who
successfully completed the courses. We are
happy to mention, that at the 1999 Awards
Ceremony, the chief Guest was the Director of the
Swedish Diakonia Institution. All the courses
provided there were free of charge. Students
affected by the war and poor children benefitted
through this programme. A computer too was
purchased for the Jaffna circuit with funds
generated by the Diakonia institution.

In 2015 the Diakonia building was exchanged for
the Y. W.C. A. building in the Trimmer hall compound
by way of a deed of exchange. At present, this is a
working women's hostel run by the Jaffna circuit.
Most of the boarders are nurses. Miss Sangeetha
Kananathan is the warden of this hostel.
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6. The C.L.S. Bookshop

The C.L.S. bookshop was founded in the
premises of Vembastan in 1974 by Rev. E. S.
Nodder during his tenure. This rendered great
service to the Christian community in the Jaffna
peninsula. Mr. E. S. Rajaratnam, Mr. Ponniah,
Miss Amirtha Sinnathamby and Mrs.
Navaratnarajah (nee Muthuvelu) are among those
who managed this institution in an exemplary
manner.

The C.L.S bookshop catered not only to the
Christian community but also to the general
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public at large. They sold Bibles, Christian
literature, stationary items, stamps, B'day cards,
letter pads educational material, giftitems etc.

The closure of this bookshop in 2011 was a great
loss to the protestant Christians. Following the
closure of this bookshop by St. Peter's Methodist
Church, it was run by the Christian literature
society for a short period of time.

We are proud to mention, that amidst the war and
the economic sanctions imposed on the
peninsula, this sales centre of the Methodist
church rendered remarkable service to the Jaffna
community.
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BuirBserd ipIb Hbods Frhd) UeuGsmbBrT S SGUITT 6uGUILIGEEN BLTHS aUbBIT. DABHTE0 HLLHFH60
IDTEIRUT 6T SiuTaEHHEL Dyhasvil uTL S L SHBCsHU uiBpeisasiu G uflmsses BaTipIbLIg
QBTAPOUG G SISDILULILL L 6T, E6ul BEhS & Bunsstsw Bmas@ Gmfle@ore eniolliier
UTL &L L SSBsemow@a uflsasst IWMS) BLISSIUL L. didble0 Beomiens FHUTS @b @GnIn L
SIHHe0 106 2 _Withe Usiafaneni QUBD algl Gopbe Ufladaemismid aupnibluL® MBHSH!. 61L0H
wTemTeUsT G HFHHe0 uuisip Cagiell LTSS WBTHE s16H WTewIEH Si6uy Sl HTHHED DY B6VhiIEnND
FALITE Snigu i LisTTeraensnil QBB SisueusL Gleubnid aleisnsms CleuaiitBBSBT s16TLIGI GUUIL SSHHBEH.

aianisent suGlusst GuTdlash eI UGSBE WTBBUL_L 6. Hiws R. R. WenmehFmL. sk suGlL
SEhd@GI QuUIRNUTWIGESTT. SieualLel dl DB 2iMUSWenf SHenUyTEaTeyD, B FEHT
FaHTanHH@ID Coum FevmL @mid A AFT SenTulhboHeolr.

@6l auGLUBsT 1989 eueny HOLOUBH eubBHer. HHUCUTSH 125 LOTewTeNT H6it Ul snasGs CHTmm
SIS SULUBSSLILL LG, SIFSaL IFIONS WNPULTEN B6eNBlensoLyEIGsT GLTFMmLbS ST 60015 &I 60
QUG LILISB6IT OSTLTESHI BLSS WIQUITS EIDBIm6D gHUL L GI.

4. “Genbusioger” erysommi (The history of “Vembastan”)

GoubLig w6t Hevgurfl @iFuflar arsavsoLIEMBES “Cabuadgre , 196210 2 eaiigelinhel
winpiiuren 2 g6 GIdigavs @meuTaraufle aITEFSHSMINS EIETBISILIS. L6Bre0iiT  @BITGTLDT &5 & & 61Tls0T
(Deaconesses) auTFeO&GeTE allsnmalwg. 197310 e HeoalsBEw wremeldsit aBHWTS
senmdiug. @i slGSiuaCu wnp. psflsd Gopigeds SHhFFmu BBl uewiseflsy 1y Hremors
eemidiug). @i Guetssit slBUTs0 40 wrenelss Hhidld He06l SHBEIT. BeuTHEDHEE B HSHTLTD
(warden) Qsvel F@BsT GUTEEDEIWT 19731 UewgedBHe 2011 eueny UewflTBem. 1lsaD
GBTENOWLITEAD, SeeRiLIDTEaD Lsmiwmiiiul 6B SSSHTL GFevel. F@BHeUT GuTeiensIwT 201 11D <6061
sueny GaulbLisTo BT a6l SLemoWITHT @enmevenig CHTHSHITT.
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198310 yemnigallibbal 1999 eueny Smiog) FharT sigflwir BoubusrogTeaflsd 2 gefluirenymasii uewiimBsrmr.
BBeupID PBUISHIOWITS FH60 CousnsumensLD CurmBuBms QeuimHenT. Geur usAWTBEWL BTG S50
GoubLIBrog 6l 1ol 2_emiey 6XBUHEN QFUISH STOSTUSIOT BeD elenmidBLgl. 198310 Biam1[H Eevmiensiulsy
gJBUL L Sevres 606Uy 5 lett Lsdeatit GaulbLIsrogs e, QendBeveur S died UTBlbasiun L wremsiseisn elGawmes
slemhdlLg. Flev FhaTULRGsTs) Carensy G b CluewiBEHID @RIG Shbeir. 19841 SemiH glirsd 960
WImpULITewT & Bls0 Blebipbas @ev(® Gleug nTeiiBurg) Gaubusrosmes saD UTSlbSUULL &)

198610 uemih Barian. WSSSHeBuTa bl Bm K.P. Carslibsyrm “Lock Wood” Be060HBBHS
L 0GLWITHEI CaubLsrbgsTeaflsh @ BIbLIdE e L 6 SBEImbE SeUuemiiwimbent. 1987 oy6H G
SMDHBTHGID LsnLulenflsr Eimamiou BL6ulg SenBUTeiCLT S im B K. P. Csrelibsyres wulflsmipuisd
2_ullr sindennir. GaubLisToBTeRsd GHmiadudmiba Bei sreoi EBTSILOTSHToUTS LsniTBifwieuT GFevsl Sigmsit
FHBHUWIBHF 61 (DI(HET BichbBIT) DYGUTTT.

Goubusrosmafled (LpBTEMDWITENTSENTHLI usmilurBieuTaseT Gl gslm. E. S. GBIL, SIBLSBH. M. A,
@y Lemiymegr, SimL . H. R. S. Ceawisnaiye, simt &, K. P. BarelbsrmegT, AGLHm. A. W. OgguGnes,
DABL S S. S. BHMWTTE, UGS S. S. Gymsisro, DABLA®. K. smemBa sy, oimt 8. S. K. saiimsmor,
SABLIB S. S. epramregr sTenGUTITaT. GoubLsrd HTeiflsd QurmsnrenyTas Hwm. CFesussw 1974
2A0119601hiEE 1990 suenyuD, HHiog) oot LGFsveit 19911D 24681960 1hbEI 2000 suenTU D Ls LT a61T.

5. LGsmeflunr agrplhuuibHA mBlsneouib

LwsBsreflur Gsmdnuuind Blensound 19981H 2466, Gof e BTG LwBsrefum mlmieuend sllsr
Bigle_selusir 161, trsrer afd), wmpuuremSFed Gogpans SlmsFemuuiemed yrblGaiuL L g,
LwBsrafur Gsndbuuibd Heveowis s LLD 12 ol &b (HLTEYSE Olseiiauais) Gl { “GmHmosrd
STOGEUTEIT6ND L _LL LD 6T60I 1 QuWIFL DU L &1 Blswsv wiis ussiumenyrasis L. Bugih eowGmas CFihs .
T. D. Gasveurmegm Blundéssiun L. G CSTOB LB Bensouiddlsd LI, L L Fa (Typing), surGesimed
DBYID CHTEmeOBET & SlHHHISHe0, AHAD By LImL_GIBBdBeTT S Tbsi L 6. sThkbei 85(ha FenUsnILIF
Coibe HHog FOBT FSSLITAHSH DIk DI aBdsseaurTer. @% Camin uuibd Bueuersdst
(PSTEOLITETEBSTN S SIBLSID. S. S. SHEDEMITE. SIHLHH. S. S. Qyyeierd, SIBLBI® K. smamBasrrayd
GurmenrenTrs m. Ben @ewmirt smipd usmilwrBilentt. @& Osmdn vuind Bopieusns e seoe
LuIeTmeuT Sehe @ LWIBdulen emeT Frsimiaibssi SUPBISLILLL 6or. 199910 SuewiB B GUbm Freamisip
AUPEIGL maluasFled s ellmssanrs el o BTL® Lwlsreflwur Bimsuss uswlliiumsni
LBIGUBIWeD GBILIL S5555TEG0D. Bluuind EBMiEsT WTeD B6VAIFIONS BL SHIILL L 6. @EI@ ®s06N
LUTESID WS SHSenTe0 UTsdbaiug L wBEHID sufiul wrenaITsEndE SUuUUIBAGED WLl LIWIGDIGTTETI ST E
SIMDESSHI. Gogid Lwlstaflur BHpusnsdsn Baluseiu ar wmp. Crarsang gm sameiiun
Qi eiTaueae Gl L&),

200510 e LwBsTafiwir &L FIboT wewi_u TS SHBlanish o siten Y.W.C.A &L LLSHBEI
ugleora Deed of Exchange ¢psutb Lifliomimid CeiwiucL &. @ sioéE 1066 wapFdamuws SHHHDI.
SHEUTHI 610G FMULLITED LT SHSUILGID B6il sBauTs0 CHMPSOUTTSEID QLISHTSET Shid eusbDLLL HTTe.
@eirseiiled FmBHEOTGMT Wi, BUTHETT EUSAILIFTEDEEDILIF BFMbg HTHBeT u6uT. GFsve FrISHT
BEMNBN 601 G681 GLoBUTTeneu LITETT TS S SLeWLOWITHDISSITT.

6. FMlsvHel SeuSBIUI FEBID - IHBHFTeme0 (C.L.S. Bookshop)

CLS. usmpsatemen 1974 ouen® uwLdm B. S. GOBTLT sisirsefanmsd GoubLISTOGTEIT EU6TITE 8560
ATDASSUULL GI. WTD. GLIBTL B Siferossy IDBBEHSHE BUUSHSEFTMN DBHBT6N LT subsHI.
@6l (PSTEMIDWITENTEHENTSE BLeoWITBIWsuTs6Med &im. E. S. @rregrt swid, Hm. GuTsiisneT, GFsdsi
ST sT FeiiengH oL, SBLog. BeuyL ewrrTegm <&@t GBI S5 S6uT 6T S 6uT.
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C.L.S. ussssranaouisd uflass GCousraomssn, Spfevda UHSHHHRGT, DBBID STSIGHTHIGET,
(P& 6N B6iT, BHBEL 2_LIG]TRIRIBSIT, SUTIDSHIOL 608611, Uil QUITHL_ 61T 1, lien aliLIsnear Ol g UILINLLL 6.

20110 Syeii® C.L.S. UbsHsamemsd apLUulL gl wrp. Spflervgey UTLLedsibdl 10dEDHEmd:@E UL
GufipliuT@id. Bbsil UsHHEFTeneoWITaNg Sifleromde @evdaiul FribhHgeamed Ffig e BLTHSIULL S
G SHHEHH.

C.LS. USSHBFTM0 GUL LTSI SHHe0 sldldbaiu L QUImaTSTTSHSHeL. wHEpId ACHTT WHSID Heoailus
BTV BQID 0BG HTen Caemeueanl Mol Csyed s Fenuuler eflUmen BleneOWLD 616 13
GuUHIDHGFILIgI.
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The "Lockwood House' - The Trimmer Hall - The early The Girls' Hostel in the Trimmer

The Superintendent Minister's Wesleyan Missionary House hall compound
residence - GeorseyL. Bedsoid - Fibiofr Wewiu - apeiieanem FUbioir eRILU ewen adSepie
WETMDSGHeTeH ebevid Gleuerbedluet ager @edevtd

SiMWhGIeTen Guenisei clBH

i

The 'Vembastan'in the late 40's The Kilner Hall
Combuerdg Tair 1940 Hefled SleOaniT 1oawIL LD

The present St. Peter's Nursery with its play equipment
@aiempw ufl. Bughim uTeolT LTL Freney sllensmiTL B D LIdB[J 6001 1B (GTHL_ 65

; The CLS Book Shop
- oepuw Sfledse BeodE FRIBH UHSEFTEN6
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The Carol Service 18.02.2022
&Cgned OpanHmar 18.12.2022




Miss Dore and the St. Peter's
Nursery Staff and kids in 1965
Q&svell Gy, ufl. Gugim umeoir
uTLFrenen o FFiuITsEmpid
LDITeoT UT HETHLD - 1965
(From left to right) 8L 10@mpgI sueviors
Ms.Padmimi
Ms.Rajathevi
Mrs.S.Chelliah
Ms. Manimegalai Veerasingam
Ms. Dore
Ms. C.Veerakathipillai
Not Known
Ms. A . Veerakathipillai
Ms. N.Kanagaratnam

The Nursery staff of 1968

Left to Right

Ms. Arul Manikam

Ms. Sathiyavathy Kanagaratnam
Ms. Chandra Evarts

Ms. Selvi Sellathamby

Ms. Jeganara Cooke

Ms. Manimegalai Veerasingam

Ms. Selvi Kanaganayagam

Ms. Nirmala Soloman
Ms. Shanthi Chelliah
Ms. Nirmala Moorthy

F10u §ds
0§
Bephtsmnp
e TRTIEN
a9

B W L W

Rev. M. A. Ratnarajah conducting a baptism service The first issue of the '"Thoduvaanam' was released
at St. Peter’s Methodist Church by Rev,S.W. Ariarajah at St. Peter’s Church in 1979



The Ordination of Ministers & Commissioning of Evangelists
at St. Peter's on 18.11.2017

The Bicentennial Souvenir Committee - BoETHDT® Fehflnsd G
(From L - R) Mr. Dinesh Gunaratnam, Mr. G. Dhayaparan Niles, Mr. N. Sathiakumaaran,
Rev. J. J. Gnanaruban, Mrs. Jayanitha Gnanaruban, Mrs. A. Jeganathan, Ms. Sarah J. Niles,
Mrs. Saro Sathiyananthan (nee Gurupatham),Mr. Vino Gurupatham.



SGErDHDE® Bsbea; o) ured

eTBLIL (Lisdevstl)
SBETHDTERTIE 6TMRISHETEI SheouLd!!
8efiGs LNBg Senn ysbrLmImb!l! )

OSTELY (SisniLsdeost)
“Uetlls BUSIMH” eTenILd ILILIIT Shid)
LG0\SWESNE siLflemer eIk

@mmmrenigs)

dpieLi|
D&MD EIDSIEVS SH(HLLiestTwmerifest
BeDOBHIGEFTerTBLD QewL6flLm 2_enipid
WPS&STEOLI QIMIDGILD (LPLpemLOW ML GLiswaf)
Bsa&neo euenruiied erpsdl memLCum GL

@®ErHewTgs))

SLeL Leflowun® &ermLiLensil LisosumL
seosflliLeTflugib sefleumis suiGs
ewNgimeoLd CuETILD FlihEFenLl eTesTmLIT
L& w6l 6id Lggiewriey Geor
@®mmmmesiesd)

wimd. maiT HGeilefled wWimeupLd eufiLiBLD

“LDML&LD SheoulLd* eTegLd LoSIIGLITEG

UMPHSIBLD 6IDSIRes HlHEFFemL SevTeoTpm

eugeomm) GuMOMILD Hjerose euETITETOTLDIU
B®ErppTeTies)

OrLsurd Flunt: esurreFnRsD Splervig Amsueo6or
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MINISTERS, EVANGELISTS, DEACONESSES,
LAY MISSIONARIES, AND ALL OTHERS WHO SERVED
AT ST. PETER'S METHODIST CHURCH, JAFFNA

1814 - 1816
1814,
1816 - 1820.
1816

1816, 1823.
1817

1819,
1821-1823.
1819-1821
1819-1821,
1821-1822,
1824-1830.
1824-1826
1822-1823.
1831,
1838-1840.
1823

1825-1831,
1833-1834,
1838-1839,
1853-1855,
1862-1863.
1826-1827,
1829-1834.
1831-1837,
1880.
1833-1835,
1841.
1835-1851
1835

1837, 1842.
1838
1838-1841
1844-1846
1840
1840
1841-1842
1842

Rev. James Lynch
Rev. Thomas Squance

Rev. Daniel Theophilus
Rev. Robert Carver
Rev. Elisha Jackson
Rev. Thomas Osborne

Rev. Joseph Bott

Rev. Joseph Roberts

Rev. Abraham Stead
Rev.John Hunter (AM)
Solomon Ambrose (on trial)
John Philip (ASS)

Charles Arndit (ASS)

Rev. John P. Sanmugam
- (later Rev. John S. Philips)

Rev. John George
Rev. Solomon Valupillai
Rev. John Matthienze

Rev. Dr. Peter Percival
Samuel Ambrose (ASS)

Justin Edwards  (ASS)
Rev. John Katts
Thomas Spencer (ASS)

Samuel Ambrose (Catechist)
Samuel Ambrose (Exhorter)
Rev. Solomon Ambrose (AM)
Fredrick Mathienz (ASS)
David Stoner (Catechist)
George Hole
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1845
1846

1846,
1851-1852.
1847-1850
1847-1850
1851
1852-1854
1853-1859
1855-1859,
1880.
1859-1862
1860-1864,
1866-1877.
1863-1866
1864,
1867-1869.
1865
1865,
1880-1883,
1906-1907,
1912.
1865-1866,
1871.
1866-1869
1870, 1885.
1870-1875,
1887-1889.
1871-1886,
1888-1890.
1873,
1877, 1887.
1874

1875-1877,

1886-1887.

1876, 1879,
1888-1889.
1878-1879
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G. Mootukrishna (Catechist)
Rev. William Williams

John White (Exhorter)
Richard Watson (Catechist)

Rev. J. E. S. Williams

Rev. E. J. Robinson

John Walton

Richard D. Griffith

Rev. William Barber (E.D.)
Rev. John Walton

Rev. WilliamTalpot (E.D.)
Rev. Dr. John Kilner

Rev. John Mitchill
Rev. Henry De Silva

Rev. Luke Scott
Rev. William M. Walton

Rev. J. W. Philips

Rev. John O. Rhodes (E.D.)
Rev. Joseph Benjamin
Rev. Daniel Poor Niles

- (Central School)
Rev. Edmund Rigg

Rev. Christian Parinpanayagar
Rev. Samuel R. Wilkin
Rev. Daniel Valupillai
Rev. William R. Winsten(E.D.)
Rev. James M. Osborn

Rev. Edward Strutt (E.D.)



1878,

1903-1905,
1908-1913,
1915-1916,
1916-1938.
1879-1882
1879, 1886
1881-1882
1886, 1891
1888-1889
1891-1894
1902.

1892-1901,
1903-1908,
1910-1920.
1895

1899- 1904
1900-1901
1902,

1931-1934,
1936-1940.
1903-1907,
1910-1915.
1905-1906
1906

1907-1916
1907, 1911
1908-1909
1909

1911-1915
1914-1915
1916-1917
1916-1921
1916-1923
1917-1918,
1937-1945,
1948-1949.
1917-1918
1919- 1921
1921

1921

1922-1923,
1925-1930.

Rev. J. V. Benjamin

- (SUP)

Rev. John Brown

Rev. Samuel Niles

Rev. Frederick Webster (E.D.)
Rev. Arthur E. Restarick

Rev. Sheldon Knapp (E.D.)
Rev. W. T. Garrett (E.D.)

Rev. G. J. Trimmer

Rev. Gabriel Leese (E.D.)
Rev. J. T. Appapillai

Rev. E. O. Martin (E.D.)
Rev. Edwin M. Weaver

Rev. WM.P.Wilkes(JCC)

Rev. T. S.Vethanayagam
Rev. W. C. Tucker

Rev. Joseph Bee Bee (SUP)
Rev. W. C. Bird

Rev. H. A. Meek (JCC)
Rev. A. Lockwood

Rev. Daniel P. Niles (SUP)
Rev. C. W. Gnanamuttu
Rev. E. T. Selby

Rev. Harold Bullogh

Rev. John C. Flectcher- (SUP)
Rev. James S. Mather

Rev. J. V. Spencer

Rev. D. V. Thamotheram
Rev. J. A. Barker

Rev. H. R. Cornish (JCC)
Rev. Arthur Lockwood

1922-1924,
1931-1933,
1944.

1922-1925,
1928-1930,
1934-1939.
1925- 1926
1926

1926

1927-1930,
1934-1936,
1946-1952.
1962-1964
1927

1928
1931-1933,
1945-1948,
1951-1955.
1934, 1935
1935
1935
1935-1936,
1953-1959,
1960-1963,
1964-1968
1940, 1942,
1944,
1941, 1943,
1946-1947.
1943,
1944-1946.
1944
1945
1946, 1951
1947, 1949

1950

1951

1951
1952-1956
1953,
1956-1957.
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Rev. K. S. Murugesu

- (SUP)
Rev. Percy T. Cash (JCC)

Rev. Daniel S. McLelland
Rev. Percival E. Thorne
Rev. Robert V. Thambipillai
Rev. N. K. Nalliah

- (SUP)

Rev. Bernard Holland -
(Vembadi)

Rev. James M. Osborn

Rev. Clarence A. Smith (JCC)

Rev. C. W. Marriot (JCC)
Rev. M. L. Newton

Rev. Robert W. McWeigh
Rev. D. T. Niles (JCC)

-(JCO)
Chairman, ND
Rev. S. J. Jegasothy (JCC)

Rev. Gilbert E. Jessop-
(Jaffna Mission)
Miss E. Scowcroft
-Vembadi GHS
Rev. T. K. Curtis
Rev. M. S. Chinniah
Mrs. E. A. Osborn (D)
Miss M. B. Barker
-VembadiGHS
A. Osborne (DE)
Mrs. E. N. Kandiah (D)
Rev. S. B. Saravanamuttu (JCC)
Mrs. L. A. Joshua (D)
Rev. L. J. Julian (JCC)
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1954-1957,
1958-1972
1954-1978,
1979-1988.
1958

1959-1960,
1966-1968.
1960- 1965
1962

1965-1969
1967-1971
1968-1969
1969-1975
1972-1977
1974

1976-1978
1979- 1980
1981- 1985
1986-1992
1992-1993
1994-1998
1999-2004
2003-2005

Rev. A. S. Veerakathipillai
-SUP

Miss Arul Sathianesan

- Active Supernumerary
Rev. George A. Winslow
Rev. Donald Barlow (JCC)

Rev. D. K. Wilson
Ruth Farmer (E & M)
Miss Margaret P. Dore (LM)
Rev. §. R. Winslow-SUP
Sis. Malar Chinniah (LWW)
Rev. E. S. Nodder
Sis. A. Vythilingam
J. Gnanamuthu (D on trial)
Rev. M. A. Ratnarajah
Rev. Dr. S. W. Ariarajah
Rev. H.R.S.Jeyachandran
Rev. K. P. Govindaraj
Rev. Dr. A.W. Jebanesan
Rev. S. S. Karunairaj
Rev. K. Karunasekera
Rev. Dr. Palmer &

Sue Palmer
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2005-2009  Rev. S. K. Kadirgamar
2010 Rev. S. S. Gnanarajah
2010-2011 Rev. R. S. E. Suthagar
2012-2017  Rev. C. N. Ravishankar
2018-2020  Rev. Dr. K. J. Arulrajah
2021- Rev. J. J. Gnanaruban

Note: Dates above are taken from he District
Synod Minutes, Calendar and Year Book, An
Alphabetical list of the Wesleyan Methodist
Ministers and Probationers connected with CPS, A
History of the Methodist Church in Ceylon (1814-
1964), and the Ceylon Methodist Church Record
etc. The sources do not always agree on the dates!

AM  -Assistant Missionary

ASS - Assistant Superintendent of Schools
D - Deaconess

DE - District Evangelist

E & M - Evangelistic and Medical

E.D. - Education Department

JCC- - Jaffna Central College

LM - Lay Missionary

LWW - Lay Women Worker

SUP - Supernumerary
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e thank you all

from the bottom of our hearts
for pour kind presence and prayers,
and making this celebration gf Ours

a meaningful one.

CThe St. Peters family
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