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Nursery Rhymes - their origin and allusions

= e ] i
T. V. Wijeyaratnam

You walk down the primary classes - you hear chirpy voices of the
tiny tots singing in chours along with the teachers.

“eenie meenie mini mo” - a rhyme for counting. The Scottish
equivalent of this English rhyme is “eetern,teetern, penny pump”

The rhyme- “one two buckle my shoe” is also similar rhyme -
nursery rthymes are not verse composed to be sung by kids or to
amuse them.

Most ef these nursery rhymes have their origin in subject matter
indented for adults. Some are based on historical events.they may
be sly satires on important personage or crude jokes and romantic
verses - just a clang association words.

Take the rhymes, “Ride a cock horse to Banbury”. It was supposed
to be a reference to queen Elizabeth I. But some say it refers to lady
Godiva.

One Jack Horner was supposed to be steward to Richard whitting
the last of the abbots of Glastonbury. At that time the monasteries
were being broken up. Hoping to appease King Henry VIII, the abbot
sent his steward Horner to London with a Christmas pie in which
were hidden the title deeds of 12 manors. On the way Horner is said
to have pulled out the title deeds of the manor at Mells.

It was said a man named Thomas Horner went to live at Mells. This
histrorical event was the origin of the rhyme “Little Jack Horner” -
The plum he pulled out was the title deeds of Mells.

46 WITPHT S0
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



There was an unpopular clergy man who was small made. The
rhyme” Jack Spart” was sung to ridicule him “ Jack Sprat “ was the
name of the dwarf.

How often have we heard children singing gaily?

“Gerogie porgy pudding and pie kissed the girls and made them
cry "
when te boys come out to play

gerogie porgy run away”

Hardly do they know that this was a rhyme on King George [V (?)
- On

his friendship with the women of the court. Totally unaware of this
royal scandal children clap their hand and sing the rhyme.

There is a picture of Humpty Dumpty on the wall of the classroom.
But does the primary class teacher or the children who sing the rhyme
Humpty Dumpty ever stop to think what historical event gave rise to
this jolly nursery rhyme? King John, youngest son of the king Henry I
was a tyrannical king. When he was fighting a battle with France, the
nobles and clergy forced him to set his seal to the document - Magna
Carts - in Latin - it means the Great Charter - a basic document that
states the liberties guaranteed for the English People. It happened on
June 15- 1215 at Runnymede. It was a great fall from power for the
king. This is referred to in the rhyme.

. “Humpty Dumpty had a great fall”

The rhyme “May Mary Quote Contrary” is composed to refer to
Mary Queen of Scots.

Most of you would have heard of the “Black Death@ - the pandemic
plague which killed one third of the population of Europe in two
years — 1348-1450. The victim first finds a reddish swelling - Like a
rose - on the groin. it bursts and forms a ring or sores - like poises.
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When the final stage comes the victim sneezes and falls to death. You
would have seen and heard nursery kids singing the rhyme.

“Ring a ring of roses
a pocket full of posies
Achoo, achoo we all fall down”

Joyfully the fall down enjoying the fun quite unaware of the tragic
events, this gave to this nursery rhymes.

Tales in England refer to the building of the London Bridge. It kept
breaking down and it seemed only blood of babes was used to stick
the stones together. It seemed they caught babes and dashed then
against the building and that was how the London Bridge was built.
Our children play a game, singing

“Here the robbers passing by
passing by passing by

The London Bridge is falling
down falling down falling down”

What is played happily as a game singing this nursery rhyme
actually took of origin in this horrific happening during the building
the London Bridge.

Slavery was rampant in the 19th century. Slave always tried to
escape. Slaves' owners sent their people to catch the miserable slaves.
From this event rose the nursery rhymes,

“Catch a nigger by toe
if he hollers let him go”

The interesting rhyme - which ends like this

“The dish ran away with the spoon
and cow jumped over the moon”
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Sounds absolute nonsense. But there is an interesting story behind
it. Queen Elizabeth [ was a lovable queen full of fun and mischief. She
nicknamed her courtiers. One man was called spoon. Yet another was
named moon and fourth was named cow. Now if you go through the
nursery rhymes, you can understand better!

the nursey rhyme,

“hey didle didle
the cat and the fiddle”

-is a rhyme which lampooning on Queen Elizabeth I or Queen Mary

There may be many more such stories which the readers may know
and enlighten us on.

(Courtesy: Ceylon Daily News)
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Where Have All The
Transistors Gone?
i — =

By Thilaka V. Wijeratnam

The * 60s were the era of the transistor. We were then stationed in
Mullaitivu. | remember how those boys who went to Saudi on various
job assignment would bring battery- operated transistor radios, and
turning the volume high would stand outside their gates and enjoy
the loud music from the commercial Service.

My husband also bought one, not to advertise to all and sundry that
we have a transistor, but to listen to the journey of Apollo 11 to the
moon. He brought a neat little one, Kept it on the table and admired
it from all angles as man would a woman and commented proudly,
‘She’s pretty’ - and then fearing feminine jealousy quickly added ‘like
you'- that was the first time anyone had called me pretty.

But men are born liars - at least the married men are

That apart, the little lady as we called her behaved well for a month.
Then Trouble started. She just wouldn’t say a word, leave along sing.
My husband tried to manipulate her but gave up in disgust. I tool over.
1 tried patting her. She, like a woman storned began to make all sorts
of jarring noises that mu husband shouted “Shut the d----thing” This
led to more traumatic outpourings from her.

But I never gave up on her. It was sad to see her sitting there,
without a word and sans the interest of the who

“You are pampering her” he said “I have to till the landing on the
moon” | said stroking her gently and patted her and all of a sudden
she broke out into a song. She had yearned for the human touch.

50 WITET S0

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



The programme which my husband and 1 looked forward to was
the “news”. then one day she suddenly wend mum. I coaxed her,
pampered her and wend on tapping Her- and at last there was a
murmur. We drew close. She spoke, but what came out was not the
news but the weather report! she had got the better of us that day.

Whenever I go to bed I would take the little lady and keep her on
a stool near my bed and listening to her music | would fall asleep.
On one such occasion, I woke up with a start to hear a howling shrill
noise. Could it be a burglar alarm i thought. No change for over there
at Mullaitivu the best burglar alarm was the vigorous vibrations of
all our discordant vocal cords in accordance! I tiptoed to our old
ayah's room - she was a snoring Zzzzzzzzzzzz! it struck me that the
culprit was our transistor- yes, there she was wailing like the sirens of
odyssey - | had forgotten to switch her off soon after we got a transfer
out of Mullaitive and had access to radio and TV The little lady who
had spoken to us in our lonely days was soon ignored. She had no
importance in our home.

What had happened to the transistors in the Country?

perhaps dumped in the junk bok- a toy for the kids!
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I With Best Compliments From

Udaya,a Jewellers

} 303, Galle Road, Wellawatte, Colombo 06. Sri Lanka

Tel: +94 112554933

With Best Compliments From

Arrujuna Jewellery

l goen Eeded | SIBHZET geauevif]

30, Galle Road, Dehiwela, Sri Lanka.
l Tel - 2761220
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With Best Compliments From
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| ARRUJINA JEWELLERY

Collection of Fine Genuine Jewellery

goI8en &edEd ST grauevi]

36, Galle Road, Dehiwela, Sri Lanka. Sk '
Tel : 2716028, 4563499, Fax : 2733503
Email : arrujina@sol.lk
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