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DR. K. SRIPATHMANATHAN
BDS, DGDP. Dip HRA

DENTAL SURGEOGN
REGD NO. 960

@ o394, Mary’s Road,
Marine Drive, Colombo - 04
& 077 359 5790
2 sripathan@gmail.com

CONSULTATION BY APPOINTMENT

f)/fé‘”i @(J&' @ﬁﬁry)ﬂmmdd /z(r/mm'

e ——— |

o 1~
HK Trayely & Toury

*Airport Pick & Drop

*lsland wide Towrs (Inbound Tours)
“City Tours

“Wedding Hiring

*Guest Houses
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Udayaa Jewellers

303, Galle Road, Wellawatte, Colombo 06. Sri Lanka

Tel: +94 112554933

6’}};//; (ﬁh){ %?rﬂy)/r}n(’n&_i Yo

P
£l
Arrujunal '

Arrujuna Jewellery

aoen SO GBI aNT gratevlf]

30, Galle Road, Dehiwela, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2761220
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ARRUJINA JEWELLERY

Collection of Fine Genuine Jewellery

gOi8gn &6 OBl g aueuif]

36, Galle Road, Dehiwela, Sri Lanka.
Tel : 2716028, 4563499, Fax : 2733503
Email : arrujina@sol.lk
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RUTHRAVEENA
IT'S NAME AND FAME

The stringed instrument veena is divine as music itself. It is referred as
yazh in sanga llakkiyam. In Indian Music during the early period, word
veena denoted any stringed instrument. During the Vedic Age variety
of this type of instruments were in usage. In Tamil literature Veena
is mentioned as Narambukaruvi. Veena among carnatic Instruments
occupies a position of a distinctive individuality - its identification
with divinity guaranteeing a special significance to it.

‘yazh’ has been dominant in the field of instrumental music in south
India from Ancient times. A seal in the relies of the Indus valley
civilization excavations, carries the figure of a harp. Varieties of harps
were used in the classical music of the Tamils and others suitable to
follow the simple melodies of the wandering bards fenestration has
been in evidence too.

The Maha veena a close associate to Vedic chanting, is believed to
have had hundred strings, divided into groups of ten strings each
clustered group fixed to a hole or a peg. It seems to have been played
with tapering bamboo sticks held in both the hands with forceful
upward strokes.

The Ekatantiri veena according to sarangadeva was scooped of a
well seasoned khadirawood. This type of veena was more suitable to
provide to drone or to follow or play simple and short range melodies.

Besides this particular instrument veena has enjoyed a pride of
place as an instrument suitable to demonstrate musical laws and
principles. Bharata’s experiment with Dhruva veena and Chala veena
and sarangadevas experiments with sruti veena and swara veena
resulted in the necessition of a variety of intervals between the
pitches of notes. This is the backbone of Indian music over which
the stupendous structure of its melody has been built, containing
aesthetics, emotion and colorfulness. The veena of today has imbibed

58 WTPET 5D

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



all these characters and can be treated as a composite instrument
which combines rhythm, melody and harmony in which notes
belonging to two cotaves can be sounded simultaneously.

In the course of line when concert pattern was put in vague, the
veena was at first used as an accompaniment to singing. It was also
part of the dancers orchestra soon it found its way solo platform. A
class of vainikas soon gained universal recognition each one of these
standing out with a distinctive style of handling the instrument.

Among the Musical trinity Muthuswamy Dikshitar is believed to have
received the veena as a divine gift. His brother Baluswamy Dikshitar
was also a skilful veena player. Veena kuppier a deciple of Tyagaraja
was a vocalist and vainika.

Among all the credit of presenting the veena in the form that we have
today, goes to Govinda Diskhitar.

Veena Dhanammal a born musician with thorough musical knowledge
and technical skill could make the instrument speak out her musical
thoughts to perfection. Her name is inseparable from the instrument.
Her style of playing veena made her enjoy what she played and
allowed the listeners to share her joy. The image of any raga was
beautifully carved in sound and could inspire rapture.

Now coming to vidvan veena seshanra of mysore- he received so many
royal awards of unassuming and lived in a simple style. His excellence
in lava complexities was evident is swaraprasataras, thanam and
Pallavi. He has also composed a few Varnams and thillanas specially
for the veena vidvan Venkataramanadas of visagapura vainika
whose break neck speed on the string and swift manipulations in
changing the octaves, his absolute control over the rhythm, had to
be heard, to be believed. He held the veena upright while playing,
following, Kalyana kirishna bhagavatar, the Karaikudi Brothers,
Emani Sankarasastiri- his worthy pupil chitty Babu,a versalile genius
S. Balachandar, K.S.Nanayanaswamy, K.P.Sivanandan and his wife
sarada, Veena Gayathiri can he listed as veena performers-though it
is not possible to list all Veena performers in our midst today.

The veena music is considered to be almost on par with vocal music.
Veena cannot only produce ten kinds of gamakas but also can evoke
certain grace notes which belong to the instrument alone. Ragas both
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Major and Minor can be well developed on the veena orchestras
music and any kind of backround music too can be developed on this
instrument. Veena has a voice of its own.

Now this chamber instrument has traveled from the chamber to the
concert hall (but still it remains a part of our Culture). The contact mike
is introduced to increase the volume of sound when this instrument
is played in a large hall.

The presence of gods is invoked in parts of the veena- as Thandu
Shiva, playing and stringsuma. kakuba- kamalapathy a bridge like
brass piece at the end of the veena where the strings pass by
Nagapasha body of the Gudam- Laxmi

Surakai or kind of-Gourd- Bhirama

meeru ivory piece, Godess- Saraswathy

“U” shaped ivory at the joint of Gudam- Vasuki

Piece of bridge made of bronze steel- Moon

Twenty four frets- Sun

Among the seven strings of the veena, four stings on the bridge
are meant for playing and other three strings are for Tala. The first
string is called Saarini, the secord Panchama, the third Mandara
and the fourth is named as Anumandara. The four are compared to
the four Vedas Rigveda, Yasurveda, Samaveda and Atharvamaveda
respectively.
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Regarding the wood used for manufacturing veena is jack- wood. At
times teak is also used fully grown jack- wood will be red and yellow
in colour. That is of the standard quality wood. People do not know
the secret of lord Shiva for a long lasting veena- if not properly grown
the sap wood will in course of time decay and eaten by wood worms.
After seasoning the wood then only the parts will be joined. The
wood seasoning time is six months.

Wood, mere bronze or ivory plates, twenty four frets, rectangular
shape of bronze to fix on the bridge for the strings to pass over, pakka
thala reku made of bronze or brass on which the tala strings pass
over it, brides which in Tamil we call birugadal seven brides made of
rose Ctad™ wood, for the seven strings to fit on, all together join in a
complete veena.

Gourd or surakai- made of pulp or fibre or real gourd for the veena
to rest on the front side-lvory or small metal pegs for the tala strings
to pass over- kuppe- a bronze cup shape type to hold and rest on the
surakai- then be wax charcoal powder to mix with wax, for the mela,
sealing wax, wood gum (glue) and colourless polish, along with.

These are the most important things one needs to manufacture a
veena because it can be played solo. Besides it is suitable for chamber
music as well as concert music, in a hall where the “Accoustics” is
perfect.

Concerning India among all musical instruments in this country,
veena is the outstanding one commands veneration among all our
other instruments.

The difference in veenas is shown not in shape but in the number of
strings used. It can be said that all the string instruments (Tatayantra)
of India have their origin in the veena. Veena can be described as
an instrument embodied by all the gods and goddesses. The type of
veena godess Saraswathy is holding in her hand, is named as Kachapi
veena.

The glory of veena is that it is created on the basis of creation of
the universe. Its music is called the veda geetha which protects
man and counts him as a holy man even though he has committed
bramahathythosha- sinfulness of killing a Bhramin. Just a glance of
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veena restores heaven, moksha and secular happiness also. Most
of the sages including Bharathamuni have praised the greatness
of veena in their writings. People do not know the secret of lord
shiva, holding the veena while preaching the veena to the four
sages sanakar, Sanatharar, Sanantharar and Sanathumarar. In this
veenathara thadshanamoortham.

Touching on the historical aspect of veena it is sure one of the ancient
instruments of music, having seven strings exsisting from the times
of Vedas. It is great in helping oneself for meditation and Nathayoga.
Veena stands for knowledge of a symbol of perfect knowledge
through the personification of Saraswathy thevy,- godess of speech
and eloquence, patroness of Arts and Science. Veena dates from vedic
times. The vedic hymns chanted at the time of yoga. Yagna, pooja at
temple. Here playing on the veena as an accompaniment, followed.
The lover of playing veena from ancient time can he listed thus. The
great king Ravana alias Veenai Kodiyoon, RamaBhaktha Hanuman,
Narada, Thumburu. Lava, Kusha are several epic characters of whom
Indian legends speak volumes.

The melody of veena aids, meditation through nadayoga which gives
Natha Bhraman salvation. The performance of veena gives mental
and spiritual happiness, bliss it is, for young and old, irrespective of
caste, creed, celoursex,etc for and of all times. In short, Indian Music
being devotional guides on the perfect harmony with Natune within
and without.

Another plus point about this holy instrument is that, it is the most
complete instrument in the world deriving immensible pleasure from
Music. Upanishath says those who, learn veena, teach veena, enjoy
its natha, deals with veena reaches Modsha very very easily.

“Vellai Thamarai Poovil Iruppall
Veenai Seyum Oliyi! Irupall” Bharathy.

By
Kalapooshanam Rajeswari Jeganandaguru m.a
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NICK NAMES

There was an era of superstition when men feared for the safety
of their children who may be spirited away by the super natural
elements .So in order to fool these unseen spirit , they had given an
‘eke names’- another name as a nick name for the child and never
addressed them by their Christian name. So they thought they could
fool evil spirits.

That is how nick names came in use.
Nicknames may be cute like pet names or be one of ridicule or
familiarity, clever and funny and may tell about a person’s features

or behavior.

For example a thin tall person was called BEAN POLE. A person called
SUNDAY had only one eye and he was called one —eyed Sunday.

Some historical personages were also called by nick names for
example the Roman Emperor caligulan’s name means ‘little boot’-
his real name was-CaliLIS Caesar Germanier. The second name of the
Holy Roman Emperor Fredrick Barbarosa was ‘Red Beard'".

Comedian Richoard was called ‘Red Skeleton ‘he got his name from
his red hair.

American history teems with nick names. ‘Buffalo Bill Calamity Jane
Johnny Purple Seed’ ‘Butch Cassidy ‘ and many more.

Before Normans conquered Britain, people had only one name.
A girl born during famine was called Una which was Celtic for famine.

In Russia some nick names were used as proper names like Stalin
meaning a man of steel.

WITPHT&ID B3

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Over here in Asian countries nick names are used more to ridicule
people .For example a person whose teeth in the upper jaw jut out
is called ‘Cow-Catcher There was clerk in a lawyer’s office in Nwara-
Eliya .During tea time he would walk up to the junction and would be
looking up at the sky. He was called; Sum Gazer!’

Some times nicknames could be cruel .a person who was very dark
—in fact pitch black was called ‘Black Out”. A girl whose lips were dark
was named ‘Chain Smoker’

A maths teacher who kept on telling her students she wants accuracy
in every sum was promptly named ‘accuracy’

Students have a habit of giving nick names to their teachers mostly
ridiculing them. Sometimes these names were in bad taste.

To top it all was the case of a judge whose verdicts were always
wrong much to the frustration of the lawyers who aptly named him;
Necessity

Late Mrs. Thilaga Wijayaratnam
0.G.H.L.C.
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