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Author’s Note.......

Ageing is a series of processes that begin with life
and continue throughout life. It represents the closing
period in the lifespan, when the individual looks back
on life, live on past accomplishments and begins to
Sinish off his life course. Adjusting to the changes that
accompany old age requires that an individual is flexible
and develops new coping skills to adapt to the changes
common to this time in their lives (Warnick, 1995).

The elderly population is large in general and growing
due to the advancement of health care education. These people
are faced with numerous physical, psychological and social role
changes that challenge their sense of self and capacity to live
happily. Many people experience loneliness and depression in
old age, either due to living alone or a lack of close family ties
and reduced connections with their culture of origin, resulting
in an inability to participate in community activitics actively.
With advancing age, people inevitably lose contact with their
friendship networks.Regaining friendships and new networks
was impossible for the older people.

This story is based on my continuous observation of
the cold war between the younger and older gencrations. In
this dynamic world, both females and males were forced to
work to manage their day-to-day lives. Whether they liked it
or not. They were left in a predicament to find a way to look
after their parents.

The people who were displaced from their home
country due to the political imbalance and living in the western
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countries were facing this problem are immense. Historically
most parents reside in their home country. But as generations
pass, the parents become citizens of western countries.

They were facing the problem of settling their parents’
lives securely.

In this story, I have discussed this problem, and I have
suggested some ideas for them to think about.

My observations and ideas are only a starting point.
I think they can start from here and make some constructive
ideas independently.

Please have aread and send me your views to my email.

I will see you all with another story soon.

M.Thayalan
skmbooks50@gmail.com
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5 M.THAYALAN THE NEW BEGINNING

One

Many people were waiting for their relatives at the
London Airport in the morning. At the same time, some of these
people were getting ready to fly to other countries and watching
the information board to find out their boarding time. The airport
seemed to be very busy, so early in the morning. The young girls
serving the passengers at the counters were also very busy.

Finally, the flight from Sri Lanka landed on time at the
London airport. Thevan, who was on that plane, was coming to
London for the first time. After boarding the flight, he followed
all the other passengers and walked toward the customs arca.
However, before reaching the customs, Thevan had to find the
toilets to do something important. The agency firm that brought
him to the UK from Sri Lanka instructed Thevan to destroy all
the travel documents and flush them down the toilet. So, he did
exactly what was told of him. Once the travel documents were
destroyed, he walked toward the customs area with all the other
passengers. There were many customs officers watching every
passenger and their behaviours on their way to the customs counter.
One of the customs officers stopped Thevan for questioning as he
was walking. He got terrified and walked over to the officer. The
customs officer asked for the passport and other relevant travel
documents from Thevan. He explained to the officer what the
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6 M.THAYALAN THE NEW BEGINNING

Agency firm from Sri Lanka advised him to do once he reached
London. The customs officer took Thevan to the office and asked
him to wait till another officer came to speak to him.

After ten minutes, the officer interrogated him by asking
so many questions. “Do you have any relatives or friends that
live in London?” the officer asked. Thevan replied that he had
a friend. Then, the officer asked for his friend’s contact details.

This is the standard procedure for asylum seekers from Sri
Lanka or other countries. Every day, lots of Tamils come from
Sri Lanka like this. The customs officers in London were used
to dealing with similar cases like this very often. Thevan gave
his friend’s details to the officer. The friend’s name is Sasivan,
and he is currently living in Croydon. After many protocol
checks, Thevan was allowed into the UK and was sent away
with Sasivan to Croydon.

Sasivan took him to the home office and submitted the
asylum application the next day. He was then granted a temporary
visa with a working permit. He did not go anywhere the first week,
stayed in the room, and slept occasionally. The second week,
Sasivan helped Thevan get a job at a petrol station as a cashier.
As part of his job role, he needed to talk with the customers in
English, but this was something that he was not used to doing
back home, but he managed very well.

However, as days and weeks went by, he started to manage
well independently in all the aspects of that petrol station. Thevan
liked the job and worked very hard. The petrol station owner also
seemed to like Thevan very well. The time flew by so quickly,
and just like that, five months passed by whilst he was working.

In this job, he had many opportunities to meet many new
people. Thevan is the character who wants to go further and
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7 M.THAYALAN THE NEW BEGINNING

further in his career. So he started to inquire for advice from
many people about buying a petrol station in his name. He also
spoke to Sasivan about this. Although, Sasivan didn’t support
this idea. He told Thevan, “Bro, this is too early to think like this.
If you want to start a business, you need to have a proper visa in
this country, and you need to have enough money”. So Sasivan
and all the other people Thevan spoke to advised him not to go
for the petrol station business because it won’t be profitable and
may not be suitable for him.

He had given up the idea to go into the petrol station
business.

Now two years have passed in this job. Thevan got bored
here. He needs to get the proper visa to go to the next step.

Usually, Thevan must have got the visa by now. But he did
not getany letters or information from the home office regarding
his visa. So, he wanted to meet with his immigration lawyer to
seck help for his visa. He and Sasivan went to the solicitor’s office
and inquired about his visa. The solicitor said he might get the
visa by next week and asked Thevan to pay £500.00. They told the
solicitor that we would come back tomorrow with the payment,
as they didn’t bring the money today. After the meeting, Thevan
told Sasivan that he didn’t feel comfortable with this and had
doubts about this lawyer. So, before making any decisions to pay
the solicitor, Thevan phoned the home office to discuss his visa.
The home office explained that the visa was posted two weeks
ago to his lawyer. The information from the home office made
Thevan so mad that he went back to the lawyer to confront him.
The lawyer got scared and blamed his workers for not checking
their post emails properly. He finally gave the visa papers back
to Thevan. He was given an indefinite visa; he was entitled to
live in the UK permanently.
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8 M.THAYALAN THE NEW BEGINNING

Two

Thevan wasn’t satisfied working as a cashier and didn’t
want to work for too long at this petrol station. He is a person
who prefers to be an employer for an organisation or business
rather than working as an employee. So he tried to organise his
own business. He hated the structure of the petrol station work.

Thevan’s role every day was to go to work in the moming,
work as a cashier, calculate the money, and hand it to the petrol
station owner. That was all. He felt more like a robot day by
day and hated the repetition in his career. Therefore, he wanted
to leave the job. Everyone that knew him told him how hard it
is these days to get another job.

Nevertheless, he did not listen to anybody’s advice.
Finally, one day, Thevan went to the boss and handed over his
resignation. He asked the boss to arrange another employee
within this month. The owner did not expect this and did not
want to lose such a good employee. So, he tricd his best to talk
to Thevan about not leaving the job and staying, but nothing
helped change his decision.

After Thevan left his job as a cashier, he started to think
about the future. Still, at the same time, he wanted to look for
another job in a different field in the meantime. So he looked
for jobs in big supermarkets. He visited one of the supermarkets
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9 M.THAYALAN THE NEW BEGINNING

closer to his place to avoid travelling far distances. On that day,
he visited the supermarket and asked if there was a vacancy.
They unexpectedly there was a vacancy and asked him to
come for an interview that same afternoon. Thevan went to
the interview and did very well. The supermarket offered him
the job and asked him to start the next day.

His job role at this workplace was to fill up the shelves
and sometimes work on the tills when needed. Thevan’s nature
is working hard; he applied that here also. Everyone at this new
workplace liked him, and he made a good name for himselfin
the management. One of the supervisors left the supermarket
and went for a higher position at another place. For anyone that
left a more elevated position job within the supermarket, the
HR department does not recruit any outsiders; instead, they ask
their employees in the supermarket to apply. They advertised
the vacancy on the notice boards for everyone to see. Thevan
was also used for that job, like all the other employees. The
supermarket had an interview, and Thevan was selected.

He was now a supervisor. This new change made him more
confident in himself. He started to work more enthusiastically
and became an amicable and good team worker with his co-
employees.

One day, he went to buy some vegetables from the shop
near where he lives and observed the shop’s work pattern. He
was a bit annoyed with the way they ran the business. While
he was shopping, he bent down to get an item off the shelf and
accidentally bumped into a woman’s head, who also happened
to have turned towards him at the same time to get to the rack.
Thevan apologised to her and moved over to the other side.

He collected all the things he needed and waited in the
queue to be served. However, the line did not move because one
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10} M.THAYALAN THE NEW BEGINNING

young woman was arguing with the cashier about something.
Thevan realised several minutes later that the woman claiming
with the cashier at the front was the same lady that bumped
into him earlier whilst shopping. The woman shouted that the
cashier had put the wrong price on the products. She was sure
that the cashier was doing this on purpose and that he had
done this carlier also but decided not to say anything because
she thought it was a mistake. However, today the cashier was
making the same error again. The lady looked frustrated and
was yelling a lot. While watching the argument, Thevan thought
to himself; the woman seemed to be very talkative and not shy
to fight for her rights when needed. He liked that about her.
He said to himself, “Next time I see her, I need to praise her!”.
Once he got back home from the shop, he questioned why he
could not open a shop like this, which had been on his mind.
Thevan is a character who constantly lives with practical ideas
and not with imagination.

1t was messy when he went into his room, and Sasivan,
his roommate, was in a deep sleep. Thevan yelled at Sasivan
and woke him up from the bed, asking to clean the room. After
cleaning the room together, Thevan told him about the shop and
the woman. To get a shop on his own is not an easy venture,
especially for one person, which he understood well. Above
all things, financially, he needed help from his roommate also.
Sasivan is completing his 9th year in this country, and Thevan
will be coming into the fourth year of being in London by next
month. He has the chance of getting a loan from the bank, and
the advantage of being a British citizen now makes it easier
to own a business in the country. After some time, they both
talked for ten minutes and went to bed.
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11 | M.THAYALAN THE NEW BEGINNING

Three

The following day, Thevan went to work early and
thought about that shop. He wanted to discuss with someone
who has more experience in the business field and share his ideas
about owning a shop. So, he approached Edward, who is also
working with him at the supermarket, as a manager for Thevan.
After their conversation, Edward said, “Ttis a good idea, but you
will need to face many ups and downs, so you need to prepare
yourself to face them!”. He also explained to Thevan examples
of the problem he may have to deal with. Thevan listened to
everything carefully and kept them in his mind.

After returning from work, he got changed and went to that
shop where he met that lady and waited for her, but she didn’t
come. Nevertheless, he didn’t get disappointed. So, he waited
for some time and then decided to walk on that road for some
distance. Whilst walking, he saw a board in front of a shop. He
went inside the shop and looked around. A man in the till seemed
to be aged seventy-five or over and possibly the shop owner.

Thevan asked the shop owner about that advertisement
board. The man said, “I am too old to run the business, so I want
to give this for lease to someone interested. Thevan explained
his and his friend’s situation to that shop owner. Thevan also
asked about the details of leasing that shop.
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12 | M.THAYALAN THE NEW BEGINNING

Then the shop owner said, “I need the key money, £20,000.00
and the cost of the goods in the shop.” Thevan told him about
his interest and said, “I will come and talk to you today before
you close the shop.”

He returned to his room, and he spoke to Sasivan about
it. Sasivan agreed to join him. Unfortunately, finance was one
of the main problems for both. Sasivan said, “We can somehow
get the money later. But first, we must go and pay an advance
to fix the lease on the shop”. Thevan said, “T have some money
here, so let’s go now before it’s too late!”. Sasivan grabbed his
British passport as well.” They both went to the shop and spoke
with the older man. Thevan introduced Sasivan and showed him
his passport; they paid the deposit and then asked the older man
to remove the advert.

They both returned and discussed the money they needed
to give to that man.

Sasivan said, “I can apply straight away online, and there
may not be a problem because I don’t have any loan on my name
yet; my credit history is also good.”

Thevan said, “I have saved about ten thousand pounds in
the bank. I can try and apply with the bank, but they might not
be willing to give me more, so you ask for thirty thousand, and
I will request ten thousand.”

They both sat with their computers and started to apply for
a loan from the bank. Both of their applications for the loan were
granted within 20 minutes of submitting them; they were pleased.
Thevan said, “We are investing the same capital, so we have to
meet a solicitor and sign the documents before him.” Sasivan
laughed loudly at what Thevan said and replied, “Thevan, 1 trust
you, and you trust me, so why do we need these documents?”
However, Thevan was not convinced and said, “No Sasi trust
is entirely different. The human mind can change anytime, and
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13 | ML.THAYALAN THE NEW BEGINNING

there is no guarantee for that. It is better to have legal documents,
and it will also save our friendship for longer!” They both went
to bed early after, as they have to go to the bank in the morning
and sort it out all.

The following day, they went to the bank and showed their
documents. A staff member working at the bank took photocopics
of the papers and said they would be in touch before the end of
the day. After the bank, they both went off to their workplaces to
start their shifts. Finally, at about 3 pm, the bank sent a message
saying that their money had been deposited in their accounts.

A day later, Thevan and Sasivan went to the shop and
informed the owner that they had arranged the money. The
owner told them that he would call his shop solicitor tomorrow
morning and asked him to bring their documents. Once they
got back home, they started to plan things for the new shop
they would begin. However, before discussing any further,
they wanted to first decide on changing the shop’s name. The
name must represent both of their names, so they came up with
SASITHEVAN GROCERIES.

The next day, both went to the shop to see the solicitor
and shop owner. First, the solicitor checked their identities and
asked them to sign the documents. Then, the solicitor asked
thevan’s solicitor detail to send the documents. Thevan gave the
solicitor’s name and detail to him. Then the solicitor asked them
to contact their solicitor and transfer the money to his account.
Then your solicitor transfers the money to our account; you will
own the shop after this transaction. After the money has been
reccived into the account, they will be able to come and collect
the keys to the shop. Everything went smoothly, Both Thevan
and Sasivan were extremly happy.
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Four

Afertwo days, they went and met their lawyer regarding
the shop. The lawyer asked them to transfer the money to his
account. After this, they went to their banks and transferred
the money to their lawyer’s account.

The next day the information came from the shop lawyer
as every transaction was completed; you could go to the shop
owner and collect the key. So both of them were happy and
went to the shop, collected the key, and took over the shop on
their own.

They started to organise the shop together, in a way they
both liked. Thevan gave his one month notice to his workplace
but was still working at the supermarket as usual until the notice
period ended. Sasivan left his job and was working full time
at their new shop.

The shop changed many internal arrangements to attract
customers. Most of the customers started to praise them for their
excellent services. This is what Thevan expected. They have
introduced many offers to attract more and more customers.
Lots of customers came from distant cities also.

In the meantime, Thevan had more pressure from home
about his wedding. So many letters kept coming from his
mother, reccommending girls from Sri Lanka. Still, he wanted
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15 | M.THAYALAN THE NEW BEGINNING

to choose his life partner in London. He was still thinking about
the girl he met in the shop, but he couldn’t seen her anywhere
for the last few weeks. On Friday, the shop was so busy and
swarming with customers.

Suddenly, Thevan saw the girl he’s been thinking about
cntering their shop. He wasn’t expecting this; he was beaming
full of joy. Sasivan also noticed that on Thevan’s face. She came
into the shop, picked up a few things she needed, and went to
the counter where Thevan was serving.

After putting the bill, Thevan asked her if she could spare a
few minutes to talk. She agreed and went to the free space area
in the shop. Thevan also went there. He spoke first and said,

“Sorry to disturb you. You don’t know me, but I know
you very well. Unfortunately, this is our first meeting also. |
don’t know how to say this. I saw you for the first time at the
grocery store, and you were having an argument with the cashier
about the mistake he made.” She smiled and remembered that
incident. Thevan continued, “From that day, I looked everywhere
for you. You might not believe me, but I waited every day in
front of the same shop. But you never came there again.” She
looked at him in surprise and seemed to love how he expressed
himself to her.

He continued, “I don’t know your name; my name is
Thevan.” Then she said her name was Nanthiny. Then, without
hesitation, she asked him, “Do you love me?” he couldn’t
answer back to her immediately.

Thevan said, “I don’t know how to express myself, but
I would like to marry you.”

She couldn’t say anything back to him; around two or
three minutes of complete silence. Then she started to talkand

s

she told him, “Why don’t you come and speak to my parents?”.
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Thevan replied to her, “I will do that, but before I go ahead,
I would like to know what you wish? If you don’t mind, can
you text me with an answer and your address, please? then, if
it is favourable to me, [ will come to your house and speak to
your parents.” After listening to what he had said, Nanthiny
didn’t say anything back to him straight away. Thevan gave his
mobile number to her; she took it and left the shop.

He went and told Sasivan. So now he must wait for the
text before he goes any further.

Many people came to the shop, so Thevan went to the
till and started to serve the people. If she says “YES’, the next
problem is who will talk with her parents. Thevan had only one
friend. There were no elderly relatives for him who lived in this
country. But he knows that Sasivan’s uncle lives in London,
so Thevan planned to ask sasivan about this.

The time came to close the shop. They brought in all the
goods from outside, arranged them properly inside and got ready
to leave. After they shut the shop, they went to the food shop
for dinner. When they had food, Thevan told Sasivan about his
problem. Sasivan told him we could arrange his uncle’s family
for this. Thevan liked this arrangement and was happy. After
dinner, both of them started to walk toward their place.

On their way, Thevan thought deeply about the arrangement
and suddenly told Sasivan,

“Sasi, if she says ‘yes’, 1 will go and talk to them, so
don’t ask your uncle; we will leave the arrangement for now.”

“Why?”

“No, Sasi, [ would like to go on my own.”

“That is a good decision. When do you want to go?”

“I think if everything is well, I may go tomorrow.”
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Five

Nanthiny sent a text message early in the moming,
“Are you coming today?”. Thevan understood the news, so he
planned to go today, dressed well, and phoned Nanthiny. When
she answered his phone call, listening to her voice made him
very happy, and he told her that he was going to come today at
about 6 pm to sce her parents. She agreed to that arrangement.

After this, he went to the shop to do some work.
“Hi, what time you are going?” Sasivan asked.
“I have told her about six pm.”

“Go with flowers,” Sasivan told him and concentrated
back to his work. Today Thevan wasn’t in the mood to work.
Instead, he was standing around and preparing himsclf for how
he would speak with Nanthiny’s father.

Nanthiny’s house was thirty minutes from their shop.

He started his journey at about 4.30 pm from the bus
stop in front of his shop. When he reached Nanthiny’s house,
the time was 6.05 pm. He pressed the doorbell and waited for
them to open. Nanthiny opened the door and invited him to
come inside. Nanthiny’s father was also at the door. Thevan
went inside and sat down. Nanthiny’s father sat before him,
and Nanthiny sat far away from them in the corner. Nanthiny’s
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mum was also present and sat near Thevan,

Nanthiny’s mum observed Thevan very well from top
to bottom. Then, Nanthiny’s father started to talk.

“Thambi', where are you from?”

“From Meesalai?”, Thevan answered.

“In Meesalai, which area is your house based?”. Again
Nanthiny’s father asked.

Thevan understood that this question was leading to
finding out his cast.

So, Thevan said, “Uncle, don’t worry, l am from a good
cast.”

“I'hope you can understand; we nced to find everything
before the wedding. It’s a normal practice.” This answer was
from Nanthiny’s father.

“No, uncle, I didn’t mean that,” Thevan said and continued
his story to him.

“Uncle, my father passed away when I was ten years
old, so only Amma?® and Thankatchi* are in Sri Lanka. She
also got married.”

0

“Have you got the horoscope chart with you
“Yes, I do, but I don’t tend to believe in those things.”
“But [ believe Thambi'.”

“No problem, uncle. I will pass that tomorrow to you.”

“We will be happy to have you in our family, only after
checking the horoscope, and then we can talk further.”

After a while, Thevan left their place and returned to
his room. He rested for a bit before heading back to the shop.

On the way to the shop, he wasn’t happy. For some reason,
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he felt uncasy; a question kept arising in his mind as to what
if the horoscopes didn’t match, then what happens next? But
unfortunately, there were no answers to his thoughts.

Is it the horoscope that is going to decide on his marriage
life? Of course, he couldn’t accept this at all.

When he entered the shop, Sasivan noticed the changes
in his face. So, he went close to Thevan and asked, “What
happened, bro?”

Thevan didn’t answer the question. Instead, Thevan tried
his best to concentrate on his work. But he couldn’t; instead,
the question about the horoscope kept coming to his mind.

Sasivan didn’t give up either; he kept asking the questions
repeatedly. Finally, Thevan opened his mouth and said, “They
would like to see the horoscopes first.”

“So, what! Let them sce the horoscopes. Why are you
worrying about that?”
“No, bro. If our horoscopes don’t match, what will I do?”

Sasivan started to chuckle, and Thevan looked back at him
with surprise. Sasivan said, “Bro, they always have a remedy or
solution for every bad thing in the horoscope. Usually, if they
like the groom, the family will ask the groom’s relatives to do
some religious rituals to overcome whatever is in the way and
then accept the groom. Although, ifin case they don’t like the
groom, they will use the horoscope as an excuse and reject the
proposal. Did they like you?”
“Looks like it.”

“So don’t worry about it.”

“Wait and sce; tomorrow, your future father-in-law will
come to our shop to ensure your work.”
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The following day, they opened the shop and ran the
business as usual. Then, around 10 am, Nanthiny’s father came
to the shop. Sasivan welcomed him, but he said, “No, thambi’,
don’t let me bother you; please carry on with your work; I just
came here to buy some groceries.”

So Sasivan went back to whatever he was doing. Her
father bought some groceries and went back home.

After he left, both were quite disturbed at what happened
and tried to think of a reason for the sudden visit.

Thevan took the horoscope to Nanthiny’s house and
gave it to her parents.

Two days went by since he gave the horoscope, but there
was still no response from her side. Nanthiny didn’t come to
shop either. Thevan was in distress, and he couldn’t concentrate
at the shop.

He wanted to phone Nanthiny, but Sasivan stopped him
and asked to wait for another day to go by.

While they were talking about this, Nanthiny was
entering the shop.

Thevan was startled and smiled at Nanthiny. Then, she
approached Thevan and told him, “Appa wants to see you
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tomorrow”. After that, she didn’t say anything else and went
back.

Sasivan came to his place and asked, “bro is everything
okay now?”

“No, bro, she has asked me to come home tomorrow.”

“I think everything is going to be welll”

The next day Thevan went to their house. Nanthiny’s
mother answered the door and asked him to come inside.

Nanthiny’s father was alrcady sitting there with some
papers.

“Don’t worry, Thambi', it’s good news, the horoscope
matches, and we are so happy to discuss things further.”

Hearing that from her father, Thevan was delighted and
breathed more freely. Nanthiny brought tea for him. Thevan told
them that he didn’t want to have the wedding on a big scale and
only wanted to have the marriage ceremony after buying a house.
Nanthiny’s father disagreed and wanted a civil wedding until
he bought a house. But Thevan didn’t like the idea. Nanthiny’s
father wasn’t happy with Thevan’s attitude. Thevan said, I
need to think about this and will inform you soon.”

He left their house and took the bus back to his shop.
He seemed a bit annoyed with what happened at Nanthiny’s
house. Thevan is usually a person who decides everything on
his own, but he couldn’t decide when it came to the wedding
matter; he couldn’t decide.

These are some of the problems every human being
faces when it comes to life. But Thevan couldn’t understand
these things. All of this disturbed his mind and made him very
restless. He felt tired, and straight away, he returned to his
room. After some time, Sasivan came to the room with some
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food. He asked Thevan to eat, but he refused. Finally, Sasivan
understood his situation and asked him about the horoscope
matching.

“Did you have dinner at their house?”
*No”, and Thevan explained what had happened there.

“If you wanted to get married after buying a house,
why did you start all these things now! Personally, my view is
that they are right on this issue. However, Nanthiny may have
some thoughts about the house. So, it would be best if you
respected her wishes too.”

Thevan didn’t appreciate what Sasivan said to him.

“Wedding isn’t a game. There are so many problems that
will arise. You need to talk with the other people and make every
decision together. For example, better you buy the house after
the wedding with your wife. Then only she will be happy.” After
this, Thevan didn’t say anything and went to bed after dinner.
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Seven

H. usually woke up very carly in the morning, but he was
sleeping much longer today because after returning from Nanthiny’s
house, his mind was not in a good state. So Sasivan went to his
room, woke him up, and asked him to get ready for work. “No,
bro, I am not going to work. I still have my twenty days of leave
left to take, so I have applied for them and don’t need to go. I will
come to the shop around 10 am.”

“So, hereafter, will you come to our shop every day?”

The problem for Thevan is that he doesn’t want to stay
with his in-laws after his wedding. It is one of the main reasons
he wanted to have his own house before the wedding, but nobody
understood him. He slept a little longer and got up at 10 am, and
gotready to go to his shop. He was standing at the counter, but his
eyes looked outside like he was expecting someone. Sasivan noticed
this and asked Thevan, “Bro are you expecting someone today?”

“No. I was looking outside. Why are you asking?” The shop
staff were busy bringing in the goods from storage and arranging
them on the shelves. Whilst they were talking, Nanthiny came
to the shop. Sasivan threw a smile at her, and so did she. Thevan
asked Sasivan to look after the counter and welcomed Nanthiny.
Then, they both went to the corner of the shop.

“Why this sudden visit?” he asked her.

“I would like to discuss some important matters with you.
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First, Appa wants the civil wedding soon before the end of this
month, After the civil marriage, we can start looking around fora
house. Another point is that | am also working in a good company
and a good position. After the wedding, I will go to work because
I need to support my parents, as I am an only child, so it would be
great if you would allow this.”

“Okay, so what is your opinion about having the civil
marriage carly?”

“I'have already told you that I may have some ideas about our
future house. But, unfortunately, without having a civil marriage,
my parents won’t allow me to come with you to select our house,”
said Nanthiny.

“Then tell your father to organise both weddings on the
same day. Otherwise, it is an unnecessary expense for everyone,”
said Thevan. She liked this idea and seemed to be happy with it.
“Okay. I will pass this message to my Dad. I will leave now. See
you later.”

After she left the shop, Thevan explained to Sasivan about
everything.

“I think they are right. It would be best if you gave up your
adamant manner.”

“My problem is different, Sasi.”

“And what is that?”

“I don’t want to stay in my in-law’s house after marriage.”

“Now, what did you say to that girl?”

“I told her to organise both civil and traditional together.
Otherwise, it’s too expensive,” said Thevan.

Sasivan started to laugh. “I think you are so confused, and
you should take some rest,” said sasivan

“We will go home and talk about the rest. Now let’s close
the shop.”

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



25 | M.THAYALAN THE NEW BEGINNING

Eight

Humans' tives change with time, but time never stops
for anyone.

Thevan’s wedding finally happened on a small scale, just
like he wished for. But, unfortunately, Nanthiny is still going to
work. Thevan tried to stop that, but she didn’t listen. So, after
this, he didn’t put any pressure on her.

Thevan lived at his in-law’s house for three months after
the wedding. He and Nanthiny were hunting everywhere fo buy
a house. Sometimes Thevan liked one place, but Nanthiny won’t
be satisfied with that house. They couldn’t find a home that both
of them wanted.Thevan is seriously worried as nothing is not
happening as he wishes.

Now Nanthiny is also pregnant. Before Nanthiny delivers
the baby, he wants to buy the house. He was going madly here,
and finally, they found a place closer to their shop. Thevan has
given all the details to the solicitor to do further.

Solicitors never do things fast. They will take their own
time always. So Thevan got annoyed with the solicitor and
wanted to change them. Sasivan introduced this solicitor, so
he phoned him and said he would like to change them. But
Sasivan said to wait for thirty minutes, and I will talk to them
and come back to you.
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After Sasivan phoned the solicitors, they started to work
very fast, and they finished all the work in two weeks.

One morning they phoned Thevan to collect the key to
the house.

Thevan and Nanthiny were very happy, and they went to
the solicitor and got the key. Nathini’s parents were also pleased,
and they looked at the calendar for a good day and planned to
arrange a priest for that event. But Thevan didn’t agree to this.
He said that he didn’t want the priest involved in this ceremony.
He said some of his friends & families were enough for the
ceremony. Thevan’s in-laws didn’t say anything against him.
They kept quiet and followed what he said.

On a good day, his house ceremony nicely happened with
his friends and in-laws. Now Thevan was very happy because
his baby would come into this world in his own house.

After some months passed, Nathiny delivered her baby
on one good Wednesday. Everyone in the family was so happy.
They named their child Senthuran. Every single year Senthuran
was also growing with time and joy. Senthuran was clever in his
studies and got a good name in school. Thevan and Nanthiny
were proud of him.

The time was passing very quickly.

Now Senthuran was ten years old. Thevan is also getting
old. He plans to hand over the shop to the Senthuran after his time.

Sasivan is a very understanding friend. Sasivan wants to
get one shop for him in a nearby place. He came and told the
idea to Thevan. Both of them looked everywhere and found a
shop in the next town. Thevan legally gave Sasivan’s share to
him. Even though still they were good friends.

Senthuran became a teenage boy and entered university,
and he has started a course called Business and Management.
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Thevan was also getting old with the years. He couldn’t

do any work like in the early times. So before Senthuran finishes

his degree, Thevan wants to buy that shop independently from
the lease agreement.

He went to the owner’s house to talk about buying the
shop, and the owner also agreed to that. So, Thevan came back,
spoke to the solicitor about this, and asked him to make the
necessary arrangements.

They fixed the reasonable price for the shop, and all the
legal work had finished within three months. So now the shop
was entirely in Thevan’s name.

Now Thevan has reached 50 years old. Nanthiny’s health
condition was also not good after the delivery of Senthuran.

Various people in that arca opened many new grocery
stores; because of this, Thevan’s business reduced a lot. As a
result, profit also decreased a lot, and they were managing the
expenses by Nanthiny’s wages.

With all these problems, another problem also started for
them. Nanthiny’s parents’ age also went above seventy. So, they
need somebody with them to manage their day-to-day life. So,
Nanthiny asked permission from Thevan to bring them to their
house. Thevan said, “I don’t mind bringing them here, but who
will stay with them to look after.”

Thevan continued, “At the moment, shop business also
decreased. If they come here, then you need to leave work. Are
you ready to do that?”

“Can’t we arrange for them to stay in an elderly Home?”
Nanthiny said.

“Arc youmad? They are your parents. How can you put
them in an elderly home? That’s not right. I will not agree with
that. Okay. we will bring them here by next week.”
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Thevan told Nanthiny, “You need to give resignation
to your work and stay with them and look after them. I will
manage the other things.”

“First, we will bring them here and will see their status,
then we can think about leaving work,” Nanthiny said. Thevan
also agreed to that, and they went to the parent’s house and
brought them in the same afternoon.

They allocated the downstairs room for them. Nanthiny
explained everything to them and gave them a phone with their
mobile numbers.

Everything went smoothly and with no problem at all.
After some days, the people in the nearby houses started to
talk differently. Nanthiny brought her parents here to cook and
make them do the household work. Nanthiny got annoyed and
said to Thevan.

Thevan said, “Yes, I expected this. No harm you give
your resignation this month. That is the only solution for this”
Nanthiny has given her resignation the next day.

One month she needs to go to work after that she gives
her full time to her parents. After listening to this, Nanthiny’s
parents started to worry a lot. They felt that they are giving
trouble to their daughter.

The shop is not doing well. Now the expenses are very
high because of this Thevan suffered a lot.

Nanthiny also had some illnesses slowly; it started to
increase. So this is another burden to Thevan.

In university, this is the final year for Senthuran. Senthuran
understands the parent’s worries also. He is overly worried
about his family problems.
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Nine

Nanthiny’s parents started to worry about causing trouble
to their daughter and son in law. They understood Thevan was
started to worry about his wife also. He couldn’t handle this
pressure anymore. All these things made Nanthni’s parents
tense, and they also began to think about going to the elderly
home. Once Senthuran came home, they cried and asked him to
arrange an elderly home for them to live in; Senthuran refused
and rejected their idea and said 1 would sort out everything.
Both of you, be quiet and stay happily.

He has told everything to his Dad and delivered their
request also. So naturally, this information made Thevan
worry a lot.

“Senthu, if you come and take the shop’s responsibility,
[ can look after all three of them.” said Thevan.

“Wait for two months; [ will be here to take it over.”
when Senthuran said this, Thevan started to cry on his own
and hugged Senthuran tightly.

After two weeks, there was an incident at Thevan’s
house. Nathini’s Dad slipped on the bathroom floor, and his
head smashed on the heater. Lots of blood came out. Nanthiny
got shocked and informed Thevan and the ambulance. When
the ambulance came, Thevan also came there.
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Ambulance people took him to the hospital, and Thevan
also accompanied them. Nanthiny informed Senthran also.
Senthuran travels straight to the hospital to give a hand to
his Dad.

Nanthiny’s Dad was admitted to the ICU unit. Thevan
and Senthuran were waiting outside with worries.

That day the hospital seemed busy—Ilots of people in
the emergency unit. The doctor and nurses are running here
and there to meet the patient’s needs.

The doctor came out from the ICU unit and said he
had lost lots of blood as we were trying our best - can’t say
anything now.

Thevan and Senthuran worried a lot, and their problem
was how to pass this message to Nanthiny. Nanthiny is a
compassionate and sick person also.

Around 9 pm, the doctors came out and said that he
had passed away.

They came home, and Nathini’s mother and Nanthiny
were waiting for the message about their Dad. Senthuran took
his mother Nanthiny into the kitchen and passed the message.
Immediately she started to cry loudly. Nanthiny’s mother also
understood the problem and started to cry loudly.

Thevan couldn’t control them, and now he worries
about Nanthiny also.

The neighbourhood people heard this sound and came
to the house. The house is now full of people.

Thevan and Senthuran arranged everything for the
funeral, which will happen the day after tomorrow at 4 pm.

Thevan sent Scthuran to Nanthiny to look after her
and instructed him not to allow her to cry too much, which is
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not suitable for her. So Senthuran did what his Dad said, but
he couldn’t control his mum, who was totally out of control.

Thevan informed everyone and sent his uncle’s last
journey with respect.

Now the house is tranquil, and everyone sat in the corners
of the house and silently cried for him.

The shop also closed the last two days.

Three weeks have gone from the funcral day. Slowly
everyone is back to normal. One Monday, Thevan went to the
shop. Nanthiny was cooking in the kitchen. Usually, Nanthni’s
mother woke up early, but today she didn’t. Nanthiny got
doubt, and she went to her room. She was still sleeping deeply.
Nanthiny went near her and tried to wake up. But she didn’t;
her hand was so cool. Nanthiny started to cry and phoned
Thevan and the ambulance.

The ambulance people came and said she had died six
hours before. They have taken the body as usual to do other
customs. Thevan couldn’t stand these deaths one after the
other. This time Thevan also lost himself.

Senthuran came and made all the arrangements and sent
his grandma’s body respectfully.

Slowly Thevan started to do his day-to-day activities.
He began to look after Nanthiny also carefully.
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Ten

The time never takes rest for anyonc.

Now Thevan is sixty years old, and he couldn’t look
after his shop as carlier. He looks fatigued. The two deaths in
the house affected him a lot. Nanthiny’s illness and the in-laws’
death made him like a seventy-five-year-old man.

Nanthni’s health, day by day, was getting worse. He had
spent lots of money on her. They have seen many specialists,
but nothing is worked out. The illness was related to her bones.

Thevan couldn’t look after his wifc and the shop. So,
he started to teach the shop matters to Senthuran. Finally,
Senthuran understood Dad’s difTiculties in his position, so he
took over the responsibility entirely and asked Thevan to stay
at home and look after Nanthiny.

Thevan stayed at home and looked after Nanthiny very
well. Whatever he did, Nanthiny’s last datc was approaching
SO S00N.

One Friday afternoon, around five pm, Nanthiny left
everyone and went to sec her parents. So sad. Thevan cried a
lot and informed Senthuran and Sasivan. Nanthiny’s departure
badly affected Thevan.

Senthuran and Sasivan made all the arrangements and
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sent Nanthiny to see her parents.

After her departure, Thevan doesn’t want to live in this
world, but he has to arrange a partner for Senthuran.

That day he was waiting to talk to Senthuran about his
wedding. Senthuran came from the shop, and he saw Thevan
was sitting in the living room without slceping.

He came near him and asked, ““Dad, why didn’t you sleep?’
“I am waiting for you, Senthu. I need to talk to you.”

So Senthuran sat next to him. “Okay, Dad, tell me what
problem you are facing now. I observed you last three days,
but you are not normal,” Senthuran said.

“Senthu, you are not a small boy now. You had grown
up now. As a dad, I have to find a partner for you.” when he
said this, Senthuran didn’t allow him further.

“Dad finding a suitable partner for me is my job. So
please don’t interfere with this and stop worrying about this
and making you ill. I know when I have to marry and whom I
have to marry. So please leave me alone on this matter.”

Thevan didn’t expect this answer from him. After this,
he didn’t say any word; he went to his room. Senthuran also
went to his room.

Senthuran was in love with Sumitha, who studied with
him. But he doesn’t want to say anything about her at this
moment.

Thevan thought that Senthuran was hiding something
from him, so he wanted to ask Sasivan to talk about this wedding
matter with Senthuran.

The next day Thevan phoned Sasivan and passed the
message.Sasivan doesn’t want to get involved in this matter, but
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when he sees Thevan, he worries a lot about him. So, he agreed
to talk with Senthuran. So Sasivan explained to Thevan the
youngster 's mind sct up nowadays about their life. But Thevan
couldn’t understand this; according to his mind Senthuran is
my son; he is my wealth, so he nceds to listen to my words.

So Sasivan had decided to talk with Senthuran.

When Sasivan started to talk with Senthuran, he didn’t
allow it further. Instead, he said, “Uncle, I know what you will
say; Please, uncle, ask my dad to leave me alone.”

Sasivan didn’t say anything after this and respected his
request, then started to walk to meet Thevan to explain the
situation of Senthuran.
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Eleven

Se-nthurarl had a friendship with Sumitha when he
was studying at the university. In the beginning, it was just a
friendship. But, in the end, it became love.

Sumitha is the girl who talks about everything
straightforward. But she never gave up her say with anyone.
If she doesn’t like anything, she won’t accept that; instead, she
will argue a lot to get her point across. Because of her character,
there were many arguments between Senthuran and her.

When Senthuran faced lots of problems because of his
mum and grandparents’ death, she was the one who stood by
him and helped him to come out from those sorrows.

Sumitha didn’t have her parents alive. They had died
in an accident when she was small. At that time, she was five
years old. She was the only one who survived that fatal accident.
After that, she grew up with government support and lived
independently throughout her life. Now she was twenty -three.

For her studies, she selected the topic of older adults
and their lifestyles. For this one, she had visited many clderly
homes and some time to get more information; she also worked
in the elderly home for one or two months.

Senthuran was busy with his shop and engaging more
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time to develop the shop to the next stage.

Senthuran and Sumitha were too busy in their profession,
and they couldn’t find time to meet and talk about their wedding.
Moreover, Senthuran’s Dad was in a hurry to finish Senthuran’s
wedding soon. So Senthuran couldn’t say yes to him, and at
the same time, he couldn’t say anything about Sumitha to
his Dad also. All these are because he had many differences
with Sumithas policy regarding the responsibility of the older
parents. According to her, it is practically impossible to keep
older people at home alone. So we have to leave them in the
elderly homes for their betterness.

According to Senthuran, his wife had to treat his Dad as
her Dad also, and at the same time, he didn’t want to leave his
Dad in the home. So Dad’s problem is the main problem between
them always; They couldn’t conclude this matter happily.

Sumitha says that we cannot keep older adults with us
for our selfishness. If they go to Elderly homes, they will get
more facilities. They can talk with different people; They will
have their medicines on time and their food on time. On top of
all these, they will have freedom in the Elderly homes.

One day both of them went to a restaurant for dinner.
One boy and his Dad had their food at another table in that
restaurant. The Dad was around eighty years old; He messed
the food everywhere. The other people in that restaurant didn’t
like this and were annoyed. But that gentleman’s son took him
to the restroom, cleaned him properly, cleaned the table nicely,
and started moving towards the exit. Senthuran called him and
said, “Friend, you left something and went”. He looked back
and said, “No, nothing”. Then Senthuran said, *“You left to these
people how to look after an older person patiently”. Everyone
in that restaurant put their head down.
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Senthuran told Sumitha, “We also have to be like him”.
Sumitha didn’t say anything to him. It is not advisable to argue
with him here, so she left the matter.

When they were coming back on the way, Sumitha asked
him, “Okay, Senthu, as you wish, if we keep your Dad with us,
who will look after him at the house. At his age, do you want
him to be alone there? 1 can’t give up my job, and at the same
time, you can’t close your shop.

“Sumi, I can understand your points, but how can 1 do
that to my Dad. He is everything to me.” by saying this; he
started to cry.

“Calm down, Senthu; we will not leave him on the
road. We are arranging for him a secure place. Why don’t you
understand this.? Please, Senthu, think practically.”

“Can’t we arrange someone at home to look after his
needs?”

“Do you think a man needs only the food and medicine
to live? Because of your wish, you are going to put him in
trouble. He needs freedom; He needs to talk to the people.;
. can’t watch television all the time; If you give all these things
to him, he will survive another ten years more.”

She continued.

“I am not a horrible girl. Your father is my father also.
I am trying to put him in a safer place, and we will visit every
day and make him happy.”

Still, he couldn’t accept her points and explanation.

“Okay, Sumi, leave me here; 1 will talk to you later”

Then Sumi stops the car and allows him to get down.
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Twelve

Scnrhuran couldn’t work with peace in the shop. So,
he shouted at the employees without any reason. When he was
raising his voice to one of the employees, Thevan entered the
shop. Senthuran didn’t expect this. He was a little panicked
and went to his Dad and called one of the employees to bring
a chair and asked Thevan to sit on it.

Thevan got shocked by seeing his son raising his voice
against an employee. But he didn’t say anything about that.

“Senthu, I need to talk to you. I haven’t got a chance to
see you at home because you always came after I slept, and
you always left the house before I got up. So that’s why I came
here to talk to you.”

Senthu called Rajan, one of the trustable employees, and
asked him to look after the shop. Then he left the shop with his
father. On their way, Thevan said, “Senthu, listen carefully;
you are not a small schoolboy. You had grown up. The time
had come for your wedding. Today I need a firm word from
you about that. If you like anyone, I don’t mind. Tell me the
truth. I will organise everything.”

Thevan continued.

“Sasivan told me that you had a love affair, and you
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have decided to give up that one because of me. Do you think
your girlfriend won’t look after me? Don’t worry about me. I
can manage myself. | don’t know how many years I am going
to live. I am giving you one month for you to answer. If you
don’t give, I will start to look for a partner for you.”

“Okay, dad, I will give you an answer within a month.”

Now Thevan is much more satisfied and back home.
Senthuran went back to the shop.

Rajan is a very close employee in the shop as a friend.
Most of the problems Senthuran discussed with Rajan. Senthuran
wants to talk about this matter with Rajan.

That day shop was too busy, and many people from other
cities came. Rajan was working very hard. Everyone is tired.
The time had come to close the shop. So, they all together
bring all the goods outside to inside.

Everyone started to leave then Senthuran asked Rajan
to stay back.

Rajan asked Senthuran, “Is there any problem, Senthu?”

Then Senthuran explained all the problems that had
happened between him and Sumitha. Rajan knows about
Sumitha alrcady.

“Senthu, the same problem so many youngsters have
nowadays. I won’t say that what Sumitha said to you is wrong.
I think she has a practical approach. So many families had
many problems, and it went up to divorce also”

Rajan continued.

“You know Kugan; he has the same problem as your Dad.
His Dad also gave all his business to Kugan and arranged the
marriage for him. They were happily living at the beginning
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and now went up to divorce. All because of his father, He
didn’t do anything, but one day, when he was eating, he asked
for a curd from daughter in law, but she said we needed to
buy it as it all finished. So, after 30 minutes, when Kugan
was eating, she brought the curd for him. Kugan got angry at
her and raised his voice, and threw his food on the floor. She
tried her maximum to explain the matter. But he doesn’t want
to listen to anything. So finally went up to divorce, and now
they divorced.”

“I can understand Sumitha’s view, but [ am perturbed
about our society people.” said senthuran.

“Don’t worry about our people; they talk for everything.
But suppose you have doubt, why don’t you go with Sumitha
and visit some Elderly home. Then only you can conclude.”
said Rajan.

“1 think this is a good idea. [ will talk to Sumitha about
this” said Senthuran
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Thirteen

Aftcr Senthuran came home, he was not in a good mood, and
he couldn’t sleep also. Still, he couldn’t accept Sumithas
argument about elderly homes. He went to bed and slept for
three hours.

Early in the morning, he got up, went to his Dad’s room, and
looked in; he was sleeping well. Then, he phoned Sumitha
about the elderly home without making noise, Rajan told him
lagt night.

Sumitha got surprised by his request and said [ would be there
in one hour. After that, he got ready and went to the shop and
told Rajan as he and Sumitha were going to see one Elderly
home. Rajan said,” Don’t worry, 1 will look after the shop.
You carry on. Anyway, good luck.”

Sumitha came there at about 11 am; they said bye to Rajan
and travelled to an elderly home in Chelmsford.

They didn’t talk anything in the car. Senthuran was watching
the outside, and Sumitha was driving the vehicle. When
Senthuran watched the outside, he observed that all the trees
ran against them. So, he started to smile, and then Sumitha
asked him, “Why you are smiling.”

“Nothing Sumi. See the trees outside. They were running
against us. Why they didn’t come with us?”

“Why didn’t you study this in your science subjects? This
theory is called physics as relative velocity. 1 had studied this
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in physics when I was studying advanced level.”

“Forget about science I was comparing this with our life cycle.
when our age goes up and up, our kinetic value goes down.”
Now she also started to laugh.

“Senthu, what a lovely day today. We both were laughing and
enjoying ourselves. We didn’t do this for so many days. “
“That’s true, Sumi, that’s all my mislake. I never talk anything
openly with you. Sorry for that, Sumi”

When they were talking like this, the place had come. So, they
parked the car and went inside. They went to the main door.
Sumi went to this place earlier for her studies. So, they all
know her very much. So, they welcomed them and took them
on a home four.

Senthuran saw the older people happy and enjoying their life.
The people who worked there did their duties politely and
were friendly with the older people.

Some were reading the newspapers, some were playing some
games, and some were watching television. Everyone had a
happy face.

Suddenly, one ambulance with a siren came in when they were
there. One of the older people had a breathing problem. That’s
why the ambulance arrived. The ambulance checked that person
and took him to the hospital with them.

That person’s age is nine’ty- two, and they informed his children
about that incident. But Senthuran didn’t expect that standard
of service given by them to the older people.

But his question is, Is this type of service happening in all the
clderly homes? He asked this question, Sumitha. Sumitha, |
can’t say yes to your question, but we need to search and find
out the right place. I can more than 100% recommend this
elderly home to anyone. Senthuran also agreed.

After returning from that elderly home, he thought a lot about
that. But, §till, he couldn’t decide to leave his Dad at the elderly

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



43 | M.THAYALAN THE NEW BEGINNING

home.

Straightaway he went to the shop. Rajan asked about that.
Senthuran answered his question, “The home is good, and they
were looking after the old people very well. I liked that place,
but I couldn’t accept sending my Dad when I was alive.
“Okay, after you get married, what is your plan for your Dad?”
“T will keep him with us.”

“How many years you are going to do this? Now he is walking,
reading and doing all his needs independently. After some
time, he will lose all of his self-movement, then what you will
do? You need to come to the shop, and Sumitha needs to go
to work. At that time, is it advisable to leave him alone?”
Senthuran didn’t answer for this.

“Senthu, why don’t you take your father to that home and find
out his opinion about that.”

Senthuran thought this must be a good idea. and he said 1
would take him tomorrow.

The following morning, he went to his Dad’s room and asked
him to get up early to visit one place. He didn’t want to say
where they were going. Thevan kept on asking about that, but
he didn’t say anything.

“Twill tell everything in the car; now you get up and get ready.”
Thevan got ready to go; both went to the car and started moving
towards the Elderly home in Chelmsford.

They didn’t talk anything in the car.

After 40 minutes, they have reached the place. They walked
around their observed all the things happening there.
Senthuran asked, “How is place Appa?”

Thevan smiled and said, “The place is very nice; when do |
have to come here?” Senthuran got shocked, and he didn’t
answer his question and was disturbed.

“Thambi, I came here already” This made him more shocked.
“Why did you come here?”
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“Senthu is calm, and | came with my daughter-in-law Sumitha.”
Senthuran couldn’t believe this.

“Senthu, once Sumitha came to our house and told me everything,
She is a good girl. She explained to me all the problems between
you and her. She registered my name here, and I have also
fixed the wedding date for you.” said Thevan.

Senthuran couldn’t say anything; so many things happened
behind him without speaking to him.”

They got into the car and didn’t talk a single word about
anything.
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Fourteen

Senthuran thought the father had decided because of
him. But a question arose in his mind “Is it Sumitha or Father
who is most important to him?”

According to his nature, no one can be bigger than his
Dad because he loves his Dad so much.

Sumithira’s arguments and Rajan’s Arguments all disturbed
him a lot.

He has decided to talk with Sumi again regarding the
ongoing matter. Therefore, he phoned Sumi to come and see him.

Sumi couldn 't make his request and said to come tomorrow
afternoon.

When you spoke with Sumi, nothing would change: she
was going to repeat what she said last time. So he wants to talk
with somebody who knows a lot about this matter.

He told his wish to Rajan, and Rajan said he knew
someone running an Elderly home. Then and there he phoned
that person and made an appointment. He made an appointment
the same day afternoon.

Ask another employee to look after the shop, and Senthuran
and Rajan left to see him.

His name is Sivanathan. He was running two Elderly
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homes, and he had enough experience also.

When they reach his house, the time is around 7.

“Siva annai, he is my friend and boss, the name is
Senthuran. Explain about homes to him, please.”

“For whom you are thinking?”

“Still, T haven’t decided; that type of thinking is sin.”

“Thambi, don’t get panicked; leaving an old man in a
home is not a sin. First, you have to throw that idea into your
mind. Everyone loves their parents. If they left their parents at
home, that doesn’t mean they don’t love them. You want to look
after your Dad very well, but No one opposed that. Everyone’s
motive is that. Having more love for them, we don’t think about
their wishes and freedom. Having more love is also a type of
selfishness. You need to leave your Dad alone in your house
at one point. Who will look after him? and they can’t watch
television all the time. They get bored. Because of this, they
were frustrated and started to worry a lot. The girl you married
began to ill-treat him; then you will start to fight with your wife.
End of the day, you will apply for divorce. Do you think your
Dad will like this? If he comes to know that you had a problem
with your wife because of him, he might commit suicide or
leave your house. Do you like that? Think always. He may live
another ten years if he doesn’t have any problems. Like earlier,
I said; otherwise; they will die very early. Okay, tell me why
you are thinking like this and panicking?

“Annai, he had loved with one girl who is the one giving
tension to him. She also worked in one of the homes for her
studies.”

“What is her name?”

*Sumitha”

“I know her, brilliant and polite girl; she has worked in
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our home also.”

“Thambi, | understand your problem, In some homes,
the older people were 1ll-treated. That’s why you hate homes,
but not every home is like that. I do not deny that. Some homes
scverely had that problem, and all came on the newspapers.”

Sivanathan continued.

“For those ill-treat, we are the people responsible. If
you leave your parents, you need to visit them regularly. Then
only you know his status in the home. But most of them go to
their parents here and visit only once a year. Because of that
parents get tense and start to behave violently with our staff.
To control that, sometimes they have to be rude to them. The
newspaper people publish this differently. You all think leaving
your parents here is your only duty; it is not like that. You all
have to visit them frequently, sit and talk with them, and bring
their grandchildren. Then only they will be happy and enjoy
their life. All the other facilities we are providing. From time
to time, food medicine was delivered by us.

He continued again.

“Thambu, if you bring your Dad here first, we will measure
his mental and physical ability. After that only, we will decide
about their status here. Sometimes, if they are good in their
mental and Physical ability, we will allow them to go out and
see their children. Remember one thing the elderly homes are
not for separating your relationship, but they are for building
up a good relationship between son or daughter with their
parents. So always think elderly homes are like your house or
one of the rooms in your house.”

Senthuran cleared his mind now, and both of them came
out and walked toward the car. Then, full of Senthuran’s mind,
the sentence Siva said, ‘consider elderly homes as your house.’

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



48 | M.THAYALAN THE NEW BEGINNING

Fifteen

Thevan was busy with his son’s wedding preparations.
However, the excitement and speed of Thevan made Senthuran
have a surprise. But still, he couldn’t make up his mind to send
his father to an elderly home. -

Whoever said about reality and scientific knowledge,

Senthuran still thinks there is a place for relationships above
all of them.

Once Sumitha asked about this, Senthuran said “will see’
not the definite answer ‘yes’.

The wedding has finished on one good day. Everyone was
happy, and everyone praised Thevan for having the wedding
systematically. When everyone praised Thevan, Senthuran also
was delighted, and he was over the moon.

Time never waits for anyone. Instead, the movement of
the time commences with many beginnings and many endings.

Two years passed after Senthuran’s wedding happened.

Thevan is still staying with Senthuran’s family in the
same house. Sumitha also likes her uncle Thevan much more.
She lost her father at an early age; she has started to consider
Thevan her Dad. She did all the help to him than Senthuran.
Senthuran also noticed this.
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Sickness is always walked with your age. Thevan is not
an exceptional person.

One day Senthuran came from the shop around 10 pm,
and at the same time, Sumitha alsc came. So. both of them took
a bath, sat in the hall, and watched the television.

Thevan came out of his room to take something and
slipped on the floor and fell and fainted. After hearing the noise,
Senthuran and Sumitha ran to the place and got shocked by
seeing Thevan. Senthuran phoned the ambulance and carried
him up to the bed, and made him sleep.

Ambulance pcople came and checked Thevan and said
he had high blood pressure and said don’t allow him to stay on
his own. Then they said we needed to take him to the hospital
to do further checking, then Sumitha also went with them.
Senthuran followed them with the car.

In the hospital, they checked him. They scanned him
also. The doctor told them that he had got high diabatic and
blood pressure. He didn’t take the medicines on time, that’s
why he fainted. After the doctor said, Senthuran and Sumitha
looked at cach of their faces.

The next day Thevan came home. He knows his state, and
he doesn’t want to cause trouble for the children. But, before
they decide, he wants to make a decision. He was waiting for
them to come home, and they came home at about nine pm.
Thevan called them to the hall.

“Both of you listen carefully. Don’t get tense. [ know my
sickness, and at the same time, [ know my state also. After both
of you went to work, I feel alone here. Now the doctor said [
need to be looked after by somebody all the time. But that is
not possible for both of you. So I have concluded, therefore,
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plcase take me to the Elderly home where we went that day.
Then 1 can live another couple of years and see your kids.”

Thevan started to say something, but Sumitha stopped
the Senthuran, saying, “Mama, I lost my parents early. I don’t
know the value of a father’s love. After I had married Senthu,
I started to move with you, and [ understood the father’s love,
so I have decided to give up my job and want to look after you
well. Please give me that chance.” and she cried.

Senthuran didn’t expect this from Sumitha. But instead,
he got shocked and had no words to say.

Thevan said, “I can understand your feeling, Sumitha,
but I know one man’s work is never enough for a family in
this country. Maybe okay now, but in the long run, that is not
possible. If you stay, you will give me food and medicine on
time. Do you think that is enough for me? [ need to talk with
someone, and 1 need some freedom also. I think I can get all
of these think from there. You know this better than I do. We
have lived with reality, not with imagination. So I will stay
in that Elderly home. You both come every day and sece me.”

He doesn’t want to talk further and does not allow
anyone to talk.

Senthuran and Smitha didn’t say anything after, and
they went to bed.

All this time, the time has moved with them now it has
made the revolution and smiled.
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