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“It ought to be beautiful, | live here.”
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JOURNEY BACK TO 1943
MRS. THILAKA WIJEYARATNAM

Cft was a mild September marning on that day — the 9*" of September
Nineteen hundred and forty three. It was a D—day to about seventy five girls
studying at Jaffna Hindu College.

From the feeder school —Tamil Primary School, at the edge of the College
grounds. We — my batch — having, passed standard three have walked into
the impressive buildings of Hindu College to be admitted to the lower first
year. Some of my class — mates. Rajes Sambandan — now the editor of Yal
Natham, Balambigai Pathma, Gnanam, Ratna as far as | can remember.

| remember that day when | went to the college. There was an air
of mystery — nay secrecy. Teachers were in groups seriously discussing
something | could not comprehend.

The bell rang for the 1* period. We had English with the efficient teacher
Miss Y. Kanagasabai. | loved her class. That was the most interesting class.
As we were going through the lesson, the peon came with a note. Miss
Kanagasabai looked at us thoughtfully and then asked the girls to line up
outside. We were puzzled. We did not do anything wrong. Why were we
sent out? My heart went pitter pat.

We were the junior most, we were lead to the gate and outside. | looked
back - all the girls in the college were there.

We marched on — round the grounds with our books and in silence
wondering what was happening to us. Across the grounds on the Kannathiddy
Road we were taken to an old fashioned house. | gasped why that was my
ground uncle (Mylvaganam)'s house. We went in and there were some lady
teachers whom | have never seen. A smiling young teacher took us in. the
house was empty.

What happened to the inmates? | heard later they had put up sheds in
the next compound and were living there after giving the house for a worthy
cause.

In each room there were desks, chairs and in the verandah too. “This is
your new school and it is called Jaffna Hindu Ladies’ College”. My class lower
first year was in a room on a side. It opened into the small compound. It was
quite enough for the seventy girls from lower first year to 1.5.C which was
the top class. My sister Leela was in 1.5.C.
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My class teacher was Miss Mythila Sinnathamby. She had a pleasant
face and a cheerful disposition. | missed Miss. Y. Kanagasabai But one look at
Miss Mythila convinced me, | was in good hands.

This little school housed in my grand uncle’s house, laid the foundation
for me. Miss Mythila and the rest of the staff, namely Miss Ponniah, Misses
Sinnadurai and the Principals Miss Gayathiri Ponnudurai were all dedicated
teachers.

We were then a lucky set to be taught and trained and groomed by the
talented young staff.

From then on it was a journey of progress. They taught us many values
of life. They put us on the stage to perform. In short they gave us the
confidence to face any situation.

There was another few cadjan sheds put up in the corner of the H.C.
grounds as the school was growing. From 5" standard to prep S.5.C. there
were classrooms. In the middle was a small yard where our sports were
conducted. There were no tracks laid. No camps for houses and the items
like crocodile races for the lower classes lime and spoon and obstacle — races
and other such fancy items the sports was conducted by the wiry active Miss
Ponniah. Hindu Ladies’ College was a homely place and we all moved like the
children of one family. Most of us were neighbours.

Those were unforgettable, happy days and it's still imprinted on my
mind.
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“agsi Gaig add S0, Fisiud st Fapdat.”
“It ought to be beautiful, I live here.”

i B 5 st s30Tl Uy, 6Ty
Jaffna Hindu Ladies College O.G.A. Colombo

#imps wrsmsissnsn sima - 2012
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“It ought to be beaufiful, I live here.”
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