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MESSAGE

miniséer oﬂ g oreign idﬁuirs
CSH: .Qcm!w

| am giad to send this message of greetings to Mr. K. Subashchandra-
bose on the occasion of the ceremonial launching of his book “Non-
Aligned Movement — from Belgrade to Harare".

The author is a well-known Sri Lankan journalist in Tamil and writes
quite competently on international affairs.

in the shaping of the country’s foreign policy informed commentators
on international affairs are indispensable. They do have a contribution
to make. Non-alignment is an integral part of our country’s foreign
policy. Therefore the discussion of the philesophy, politics and so on of
this concept on the widest scale is desirable, if not necessary.

Therefore, | wish to congratulate Mr. K. Subashchandrabose on having
written this book on this important subject.

A. C. Shahul Hameed
27th November, 1987, FOREIGN MINISTER
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FOREWORD

i am particularly happy to be associated with this book in
Tamil on Non-Alignment, not only because its author
Kanapathypillai Subhas Chandra Bose, is a keen observer of
the international scene, but also because | am reminded of
the historic occasion of the first Non-Aligned Conference of
Heads of State and Government held in Belgrade, Yugoslavia,
in September 1961, where | had participated as Adviser to
the Prime Minister of Ceylon.

“Anisara lyakkam: Belgrade Muthal Harare Varai” is a very
useful book on the non-aligned movement. The author traces
the history of the movement from the first Conference .of
Heads of State and Government to the eighth one held in
Harare in 1986 — a span of twenty five years during which
period the Movement had spread to all continents and is now
an influential force in international affairs. He goes into the
origins of the Non-Aligned Movement— the Asian Relations
Conference in New Delhi in April 1947, which affirmed
Asian Nations’ commitment to support national liberation
movements and the Bandung Conference in April 19585, a
broad-based forum of Asian-African states, which developed
further the Pancha Seela, the five principles of peaceful co-
existence. He states that the name “Non-Alignment’’ was first
given by Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of India, in 1954.

Jawaharlal Nehru had declared as early as in 1946— ‘““We
propose, as far as possible, to keep away in the power politics
of groups, aligned against one another, which have led in the
past to world wars and which may again lead to disasters on
an even vaster scale.” The newly independent countries of
Asia and Africa did not want to be drawn into any wars.
After centuries of subjection, they deeply cherished their
newly won freedom and wanted peace for political, economic
and social reconstuction. The desire to keep out of conflicts
and to put their own houses in order necessitated the policy
of Non—Alignment. An open mind motivated by a strong
desire to preserve one’s enlightened self-interest, world peace
and international understanding formed the basis of their
thinking.
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The author had earlier published in 1985 “Bharat Ratna
Indira”, a book in Tamil on Indira Gandhi, which was well
received by the reading public. In September 1986 he went
to Japan on a Fellowship Programme for Asian Journalists at
the invitation of the Foreign Press Centre of Japan. He has
gained wide recognition as a well-informed writer and
commentator on international affairs and is at present the
Chief Sub-Editor of the Tamil daily, Virakesari, published by
Express Newspapers {Ceylon) Limited. He has used his vast
knowledge and experience in bringing out this bock, which
should serve as a useful reference book for students of
international affairs.

Yogendra Duraiswamy
Farmer Permanent UN Representative

Znd September 1987. for Sri Lanka.
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