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‘Thatha - A Brilliant Innings”— Run out at 99 — Just
short of ‘Crease’!

It is an honor and a privilege to write about my dear Thatha. In cricketing
terms, he just failed to crease the bat — just short of a Century! None the less,
he had a brilliant innings!

Going down memory lane... 1 became very close to my grand parents
when I was boardered at St. Thomas Collage, Bandarawela. It was during
my formative years then; I used to spend week-ends with Thatha and
Ammammah. They showered their love and affection on me to the extent
that I hardly felt the absence of my parents. 1 have cherished memories of
going to the Kovil Thiruvizha with them. I remember sitting on Thatha’s lap
when going for drives and most of all when | accompanied him on his estate
supervisions. | used o feel so proud of my Thatha, when people salute him!

Looking back on Thatha’ life, his persona has left a lasting impression
on me. Heading from a small remote village called Suruvil, he ventured to
Bandarawela to seek greener pastures. There, after years of hard, honest and
dedicated work he was able to purchase more than 300 acres of neglected
estate and developed it into a lush green field of tea plantation. Single handedly
he managed the Uva Dickarawa Estate for more than 30 years.

Thatha was an icon in Bandarawela. He was actively involved with the
Communirty - be it the Murugan Kovil in Bandarawela or being the board
member of the Badulla Private Hospital. Thatha was highly respected by the
learned, saints and sages as well as the common man. His financial
contribution made a difference to the Uduwara School in Hali Ela and 1
remember attending the Prize Giving Ceremonies with him many times..

Thatha and Ammammah were fortunate to travel the world, considering
their generation. My parents were committed to taking them on a pilgrimage
to India as far north as Rishikesh. They also traveled to Kenya when my
parents were living there and proceeded to Zambia to visit my uncle and
family. From there they proceeded to London. Again, during the late 80’s
they visited London and Canada. It is appropriate to call Thatha a Legend,
He led a life of 3D s - Dignity, Discipline and Duty. He was a model father
and a committed citizen. His way of life, his modesty and humility should be
exemplary to all. As my colleague mentioned, we should celebrate his life

and be proud of the legacy that he has left behind.

Loving "Peran’ the eldest grand son,

Shankar.
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T of my Thatha and it makes me proud to be his grand-daughter. :
#
Thatha loved asking me to sing Thevarams and I never |
'™ missed the ‘thirupuhal” ending with Thatha’s name “Aathi
‘v~ Arunsalam”. I can still visualise his broad smile and the twinkle
»  inhis eyes when I sang that line. T am ever so grateful for having |
.. had the opportunity to celebrate Thatha’s 99th birthday with
'l him. It is a pity that he is no longer with us for our planned |
47 100th birthday family reunion. i

i Thatha, I miss you and I know how much more my Appa

is feeling your absence. You will always be in our thoughts.

B Your baby grand-daughter
L e MI;_«avamya |
e e S i "\«M-‘--h|

W -
~f\"'-w.m,r’"w..»/'°ff sl Rl
44 » |
i Pootta...
7 I am writing on behalf of all the great grand children. Tt !-
jn Wasagreat privilege to have known poorta. Nota lot of children
_ would have had the opportunity to meet and spend time with I
/7 their great grand dad. Though, we only saw him when we were
¢ on holidays we love to hear our parents talking about all the |
'~ good times they had with their grand parents. We will all miss ‘
you. )
; Lovingly
e All your great grand children |
TN . 2 S S T ,
J”MWJWMM s
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Fond Memories... Thatha

I have many fond memories of my beloved Thatha. I have
been fortunare enough to have visited Thatha and Appamma
almost every year of my life. I admired Thatha’s charisma and
he was a great diplomat. During his later years although he
may not have always been sharp, he was always pleasant with
his approach to others. Family and friends always spoke highly
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