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Glimpses of our Alma Mater

It is indeed
1 a great pleasure and a
I privilege to have been
§ called upon to write an

il jubilee number of the
old student’sAssociation
of our Alma Mater,
| Vaidyeshwara

f Vidyalaya. As a student
" for ten years and later as
a teacher for another ten years I had been
associated with, or rather involved in many of the
important activities of the school. When I joined
the school in the kindergarten there were classes
only up to the J.S.C. When I passed the J.S.C. in
1941,S.8.C. classes were newly formed and in the
following year five students, including myself, sat
for the S.S.C. examination and all the five were
successful and immediately a holiday was
declared. I left the school in 1942, joined Jaffna
Hindu and entered the University from there.

I joined the staff of the school as a teacher
in 1952 and that happened to be a great year, the
beginning of the rapid progress in the history of
the school. H.S.C. classes were formed and the
school was raised to grade 1. The old students’
Association was also inaugurated and I was
elected secretary. From then onwards we had an
annual get together with general meeting, a lunch
and volleyball match between the old boys and
the present,

In the following year a grand carnival
and exhibition was held on a grand scale and

Me. W.S.Senthilnathan - Attorney at LawT

B article for the golden .

the O.S.A, played a very important role in
making the event a grand success. With the
funds realized there from the present hall was
constructed demolishing the old hall with
thatched roof. A grand dinner was organized
by the O.S.A. that year in the new hall with
after dinner speeches and all.

Thereafter the school progressed in all
spheres by leaps and bounds under the grand
“trio” of the school (as they were known)
namely, mMessrs. S.Ambikaipakan,
C.Vyramuthu and T.Seenivasagam till the
school was taken over by the government in
1962. 1 had been a student under all of them
and also under Mr.V.Vythilingam. And after
having been a colleague of theirs for ten
years, | retired long before all of them with
the take over of the school. While I was in
England I wrote an article to the school
magazine, in 1968 I believe, on the eve of the
retirement of Mr. Ambikaipakan.

Even after I started practice as an Attorney
at Law I had been maintaining a cordial
roiationship with the school and the O.S.A. till 1
left Jaffna in 1990. The old students of the school
are doing very well in various fields all over the
world and have formed O.S.A’s in those
countries as well. I am glad that the Jaffna
0.8.A. is celebrating the golden jubilee this year
and I wish and pray that the O.S.A. will grow
from strength to strength and serve our Alma
Mater in all its activities.

Y

Get the mercy of God of his greatest children; these are the two chief ways to God. Five minutes in
their company will change a whole live, and if you really want it enough; one will come to you. The presence
of those who love God makes a place holy, such is the glory of the Lord. They are He and when they speak.
their words are scriptures. The place where they have been becomes filled with their vibrations, and going
there feel them and have a tendency to become holy also.

- Swami Vivekananda
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Swamis vzp ulananda

Some Feminiscences

To the best of my knowledge and belief, I
was the second Muslim to seek admission and be
admitted to Vidyalaya, at that time-in strange
contrast to it present status and stature — a boys’
junior school, not even two hundred strong, with
E.S.L.C. as its top —class and striving hard to win
recognition among influential parents and public
officials, and guided by a Head Master who, in his
administration was enthusiastic, methodical and
extremely efficient, though in his dress and
demeanour he was toc unconventional for a
typical English school of that era-a place where

Western ways and manners held

sway
unchallenged and were being aped to a degree of
precision unknown before and after. Those were
the days when English and fee levying were

synonymous terms in the sphere of education and

schools were not therefore confronted with the

problems associated with rising numbers and the
consequential shortage of staff, equipment and
accommodation. Instead there was even rivalry
among some school- heads to increase the
numbers on their rolls with a view to gaining for
their respective schools increased prestige and

enhanced grants.

In such circumstances my admission
should have been quite easy. But there was
something special in my case which could not
have been escaped the discerning eye of the keen
Master. Between the admission of the first

I

by:
Mr. AMA, Azeez

Principal, Zahira College, Colombo & Senator

Muslim and that of myself, the second, a few
years had elapsed without any Muslim seeking
admission at all in spite of the close proximity of
the school to the Muslim area. It was thus evident
that partiality was being shown towards a distant
school of a different denomination. The Head
Master thus had in my admission an unanticipated
opportunity to break down the prejudices that had
persisted among the school’s own neighbours.

To this situation many factors had
contributed and some may be cited for their
historical significance. In those days Western
customs and costumes exacted such a deference
as cannot be fully appreciated or understood by
the school boys of the present generation, now
quite used to witnessing civil servants and
University lecturers ‘“vertied” important
occasions. Vidyalaya’s Head was an orthodox
Brahmin from South India, turbaned and tie-less.

There fore it was then possible for the Muslims to

on

argue plausibly that while Vidyalaya was quite
satisfactory as a Hindu institution, it was not
adequate to fulfil the requirements of a good
English School. The prestige of the older
institutions and their superior resources weighed
heavily against Vidyalaya young in years, weak in
numbers and poor in finances. Although there was
no Muslim School to impart English education at
Vannarponai, the old school tie loyalty of the
leading Muslim families of the locality did not
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favour the Hindu Vidyalaya though quite close.
The then prevailing caste—consciousness among
the Hindus of Jaffna despite of the teachings of
Sri Ramakrishna, made the Muslims somewhat
doubtfull of the treatment that would be accorded
to their boys. All these and other factors
combined to militate against the popularity among
the Muslims of the Ramakrishna Mission School
near-by.

And yet I was sent to Vidyalaya. My
grandfather swam against the current incurring
the displeasure of some of our near relations. He
made up his mind not on purely educational
grounds, Vidyalaya was very near my home. My
fond grandmother would not be deprived of the
pleasure of personally supervising me during
lunch — time. Among the Staff there were many
good friends and customers of my grandfather. He
was thus confident that I would be cared for
affectionately at School. Besides through them he
could be in close touch with my behaviour.
Probably there was an underlying assumption on
his part that one school was as good as another for
the
particularly of one who had shown promise in his

intellectual develepment of the pupil,

previous school. Thus the choice in my case was
made in favour of Vidyalaya on account of its site
rather than its status.

At this distant date and after a lapse of
thirtyseven years it is quite ciear to me that I was
extremely fortunate in my grandfather’s choice. I
am happy that I did go to Vidyalaya and spend
two of my most impressionable years there and
not elsewhere. I would say in the words of
Zahira’s motto, Alhamdu Lillah, praise be to God.

It was at Vidyalaya that I became first
acquainted with the devotional hymns of exquisite

beauty and piety for which the Tamil Language is
so famed through the ages and throughout the
world. They were recited not merely on ocgasions
of formal school! — assemblies but on every school
— day both at its begining and end .... a practice
that is now emulated at Zahira with the Opening
Chapter of the Holy Quran.

My joyous response to the friendliness
that surrounded me at school confounded my
grandfather’s critics who had boldly prophesied
that I would be quite uncomfortable in the alien
atmosphere which encompassed Vidyalaya. When
the Prize Day came a few months after my
admission, 1 found myself made a siar with a
recitation-piece which I now recall extolled the
Union jack for there was a large sized flag
conveniently placed for me to address. This was
my first platform appearance and I had been
sufficiently trained to avoid a break-down. The
function was presided over by the Officer
Administering the the
important personage in Ceylon. Several ‘of my

Government most
relations had been invited and they were present
in the hall. Probably they loudly applauded my
poformance and were convinced that even at
Vidyalaya English did not lack the special
attention wnich ambitious parents avidly
clamoured for. They were sure that a muslim boy
was not in any way discriminated against}'.' Soon
Vidyalaya became popular among Muslims and
their numbers increased to such an extent as to
warrant a special class in Islam. But there had
been no ptecedent in Jaffna or elsewhere in
Ceylon for a denominational school to cater for
the religious needs of a set of pupils belonging to
a different faith. The Ramakrishna Mission,
however, followed a policy of tolerance in line
with the precepts and practices of its founder and

had to its credit many pioneering measures
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against obscurantist orthodoxy. The school
authorities were therefore able to make
arrangements with the local leaders among the
Muslims to provide the services of a Moulavi-
Teacher to impart Islamic instruction to the
Muslim boys of Vidyalaya during school hours
and within school premises. This example was
later followed at Jaffna Hindu.

Of the many events during my days at
Vidyalaya, I recall one most vividly, the visitation
of the school by Swami Sharvananda. Before he
left Jaffna, Pundit Mylvaganam, at that time the
principal of Manipay Hindu College and one of
the earliest to obtain the Science degree of the
London University, had irrevocably decided in
favour of a sanyasin’s life, thus deliberately
forsaking the alluring prospects of a civil list
officer’s life and thereby rejecting intently the
temptations of cash and cudos. In 1939, many
years after I had left Vidyalaya, I was present at
the reception that was accorded to him on the eve
of his departure to Mayavati Ashram on an

important assignment entrusted to him by the

Mission authorities. By then he had become as
known Swami Vipulananda. During the previous
years he had been actively engaged in educational
work among the Hindus of Eastern and Northern
provinces. | became closely acquainted with him
in 1942 — 3 when I was A.G.A.(Emergency)
Kalmunai. He was for some weeks staying in the
village of his birth a few miles distant from
Kalmunai. In the year 1944 I had the privilege of
his stay for twelve days with me at Mount

Avenue, then the official residence of the A.G.A.
Kandy.

During these days I came to know swami
Vipulananda intimately. We discussed many
problems and I derived special encouragement
from his words to pursue undaunted the path
which led to the incorporation of the Ceylon
Muslim Scholarship Fund and the Principalship of
Zahira Coilege, Colombo. He spoke to me of the
need for an Arabic — Tamil Glossary and the
active assistance he was prepared to render in its
compilation. With his knowledge and experience
of East Ceylon, he felt that the people of this area,
irrespective of community, caste or creed needed
help wurgently in their religious activities,
educational development and social betterment.
He was convinced that the necessary leadership
could come from only those who were not only
well educated but also religiously inspired and
transformed. He himself had set an inspiring
example in this direction by his untiring efforts in
the spheres of religion and education which
reflected a spirit of tolerance and a semse of
service which characterized his Masters’ Precepts
and practices. It could truly be said of him that in
Ceylon “he has helped to raise from the dust the
fallen standard of Hinduism, not in words merely
but in works also.

From the Souvenir of Sri Ramakrishna Mission

Educational Institutions in Ceylen.

\knows not more.

Education does not mean teaching people what they do not know, it is a painful. \
continual and difficult and difficult work to be done by kindness. by watching.
by warning. by precept and by praise but above all by example.

Knowledge is proud that he has learned so much, Wisdom is humble that he

- Ruskin

- Williamm Cowper j
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We are proud of cur Alma mater

It is indeed a
paramount importance
¢l and inevitable necessity
8 that the old students
B Association of any

§ educational institution
has to play the vital role
for the progress and
upliftment of such
institution for the past and present students to feel
proud of their Alma Mater. It is on this basis, we
the old students of our cherished college i.e.
J/Vnnarponnai Vaitheeswara Vidyalayam situated
in the heart of the Jaffna city, are profusely happy
to hear that arrangements are afoot to celebrate
the Golden Jubiiee of our OSA shortly. We being
the old students of our prestigious college wish to
avail of this opportunity to express our sincere
and heartiest wishes for the success of this
celebration.

While completing 39 years after
accomplishing our studentship at our Alma Mater
and holding life membership in the OSA, we
proudly recall our pleasent school-days at our
college and thereafter while participating in the
OSA activities .

We are also very proud to mention at this
juncture that while our OSA, which was
inaugurated 50 years back, experienced tentative
retardation for a short period of time, it managed
to raise its head and resume its activities owing to
the untiring and relentless efforts of very few
faithful and devoted students, including both of
us, who dedicatedly came forward to devote their

time, energy and even made financial
contributions despite their severe financial
stringency.

We are also much pleased to recall the
meritorious functions of our OSA during the past.
In fact while the other OSA of various colleges in
the peninsula were engaged in implementation of

Hr. Hrs. S. Xaafeswarazq

several remarkable events, our OSA went a step
further in a unique manoner in entertaining our
teachers who had rendered a service period of 25
years and over continuously in this college, in
giving them the due respect and recognition in
admirable manner on public platform with
memorial gifts and awards.

Although we are presently forced to
languish out of our own soil in displacement
owing to the unstable situation prevailed in the
North and the severe damages caused to our
residences, we distinctly reserve in our minds the
names of Mr.K.V.Jeyalinganathan, Mr&Mirs.
Subramaniam and others who had worked with us
shoulder to shoulder and still continuing their
selfless and dedicated services for the progress of
our OSA in such a way for this Association to go
ahead with its activities successfully and
satisfactorily. 4

We observe with much appreciation and
admiration that our OSA has spread its wings in
establishing branches in foreign countries such as
Canada, UK., etc. and made those branches to
function efficiently and effectively.

We also wish to express our sincere thanks
»:d gratitude to the committee of Management of
the organisation of the Golden Jubilee celebration
of our OSA for having come forward in offering
us also the opportunity to make our written
contribution to be embodied in the souvenir of the
jubilee.

On conclusion we pray and beg our Lord
Vaitheeswaran coupled with the goddess
Valambikai to bestow their blessings to our OSA
for its prosperity in such a way to continue its
factions in an exemplary and meritorious manner
as a model organisation thus bringing name and
fame to our cherished Alma Mater.

Thanking you.

a»
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