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A TRIBUTE

On behalf of the teachers of English in the Batticaloa District, I wish to dedicate this poem
in honour of late Mr.S.Sarawanabawan(ADE- English) Who rendered a Yeoman service
to the Society in Batticalo.

- Sir We miss the chiming bells at our gates,
And the deeds of Kindness infringed in
our hearts

Rejoice our minds your personality,

A Sincere person with versatility,

What not we learn,

All from your barn..

Never you showed any difference,
Abundance in amount in your assistance,
Bow our heads in respect,

A Valiant effort in all aspect.

Wave our hands in salute,

A humble dedication of tribute,

Non dwelled here with such attitude,

By
K. KULENTHIRAN
B.A.in Social Sciences
RESC. Batticaloa.
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Children’s Expectations
Children come to English lessons with expectations about wha
they are going to do and achive. these expectations are influ-
enced by what the family, friends and society in general expect
and what they have heard from other children” Children are
creatures of the moment. They work best and most successfully
when the objectives are clear, comprehensible and immediate
“said one of the language philosophers. Children want to please;
They care about what others think about them. They want im-
mediate results. They expect to go home after the first lesson
or any lesson they were in able to speak some English, so that they can be praised by
their parents and show off to their friends. (When I was at my previous school I did a
test on speaking to grade 5 class in addition to the term written exam. | interviewed
my students individually and added this marks to the written test. After this i re-
ceived a marvelous welcome from the parents)

STARTING TO LEARN ANOTHER
LANGUAGE

The debate as to how young children learn a new language
continues and is likely to continue as the number of young chil-
dren learning English increases and more research becomes
available .

The acquisition / learning distinction is a new one, Some experts say that “A good
language learner is an acquirer; he May or not be a conscious learner.” Young chil-
dren are acquirers not learners. As parents, we must know that acquisition takes
place subconsciously at home in situations where speakers communicate naturally.
In these situations, speakers are more concerned with the use of language to convey
meaning than with correct usage. Teaching the rules of usage is not necessary ac-
quires. Thus for the maximum language acquisition in the classroom.

Young children need to be exposed to a programme rich in meaningful, real-life ac-
tivities in which communicate takes place naturally,
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Child/ Adult Language Learning differences

It is thought that an important relationship may exist between physical maturation
and language acquisition in the early years. Teachers and parents remark how quickly
young children acquire another language and how error free their speech and in
particular their pronunciation is, in spite of being given little or no formal grammar
instruction. they marvel at young Children’s ability to imitate, often so well that they
are indistinguishable from native spearks.

However, linguistic considerations alone are not sufficient in considering how young
children learn another language Young children are still learning concepts and de-
veloping skills which affect their ability to acquire language. For this reason, lan-
guage 2 cannot be taught as an isolated subject: it has to be thought of in terms of
the whole child and his individual educational needs and interests.

The development of child’s language ability

Activities which impose by the second language teacher may beyond the child’s
level of development, are difficult and even in some cases impossible for the child
to understand or to follow on. They often result in a restless classroom, or discipline
problems in large classes which our second language teachers always grumble with.
Without a knowledge of a child’s various stages of cognitive, emotional, physical,
social and language developement, and an ability to recognize these change. It is
difficult for a teacher to plan an effective programme.

Experienced teachers of young beginners/learners are conscious of these different
stages and know how to recognize develpmental changes as they take place. Changes
can take place within a week or even within a lesson, which means the teachers
need to be flexible, adjusting lesson plans where necessary to cope with new devel-
opments, engaging more interesting useful activities.

The rate of development may not necessarily indicate a young child’s ability. An
intelligent child may be a slow developer or even a late developer. Childern who
make little progress may some physical difficulty which may not have recognized.
Since the individual difference and especially cognitive differences between young
children of same age are so great to teach a class as one unit does not give a child
the individual attention he/she needs. Where classes are very large, teacher can
divide the children into small groups and within each.
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Some Teachers / parents worry that they may be making young children work too
hard. It is impossible for children to learn remedial work should consist of going
over previous work (remedial work) to help chiidren to consolidate the language
and the concepts they have been exposed to. Failure to consolidate any one stage
of learning affects the next stage of learning. If new activities/language are pre-
sented before sufficient consolidation of previous activities has taken place, a gradual
accumulation of thing not properly understood begin to grow. this often leads to a
feeling of not being good at English. Therefore, if children can go from one success-
ful activity/lesson to another, motivation takes place naturally.

Cultural influence on language development

Although young children pass through the same stages of development, It isimpor-
tant to realize the influence that a child’s society and culture can have on his
developement. Without adequate Knowledge of the child’s background, it is diffcult
to understand fully his behavior in the classroom or to plan the right type of activi-
ties from which he can benefit.

Therefore in conclusion the teacher of second language should take these ideas
into consideration, and make their efforts a successful one since they are important
in the education of the children of a modern world.
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“CLIL” is a new methodology in-
troduced in the Bilingual Education
stream to promote the performance level
of the Bilingual students in their public
examination. Bilingual Education (BE) is
a popular educational strategy practiced
in the world on the basis of linking lan-
guages in the instructional programme.
Accroding to the need of each country to
achieve their national goal, various mod-
els of Be are being used. “BE refers to an
educational programme in which both a
native language (L 1) and a second lan-
guage (L2) are taught as subject matter
and used as medium of instructions for
academic subject /s.”

In the history of Sri Lankan
educational system there were English
medium classes before 1957. During Brit-
ish colonial rule (1796 - 1948) there were
some schools called, “Superior Schools”
where we found English medium educa-
tion. Later most of these schools were
taken by the government and the subjects
were taught in mother tongue. Again at
present in the Sri Lankan context, in 2001
AMITY school project was started. At the
beginning, these classes were called as
AMITY classes which were formed to de-
velop racial and cultural harmony. Then
in 2002 this was introduced from grade 6
up to grade 11 recommending tolearna
few subjects in L, and the rest in L, All
Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim students

Mrs. V. Makeshwaran
inguistics, English sp. Trained
wer(English), . .

learned science and Technology, Math-
ematics, Social studies and Physical Edu-
cation in English medium in the same
classroom.

It was separated as English medium class-
room. Anyway both practices targeted on
promoting English as a link language for
instrumental purposes within the Sri
Lankan multicultural society in relation to
the total personality development of bilin-
gual learners. But later according to ED/1/
3/1/BE7 Circular, the ministry of Educa-
tion decided to have Bilingual classrooms
not a separated classrooms but as a mixed
up classroom where Sinhala Tamil and
Muslims students were put together.

What is Bilingual Education?

The morpheme Bilingual Education refers
to Bi/Lingual/Education - Education in two
languages. According to Jim Cummins, bi-
lingual education can be defined as fol-
lows. “As one where two languages used
as a media of instruction to teach subject
matter content rather than the language
itself” (Cummins - 2003)

The need of each country decides the
shape, model and the policies of bilingual
education programme of that particular
country. Now in Sri Lanka, the bilingual
teachers are supposed to use CLIL meth-
odology where they should concentrate on
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integration of both subject and content
in addition to the cognitive development
of language. the learning situations of
bilingual educations and monolingual
education differ from each other.

What is content and language
Integrated Learning. (CLIL)

CLIL is the common umberlla term ac-
cepted to categorize Pedagogical aspects
under bilingual education. The term CLIL
was coined by David, Marsh University of
Jyvaskyla, Finland and Anne Maljers
(1994) CLIL refers to situations where
subjects or parts of subjects are taught
through a foreign language with dual-fo-
cused aims, namely the learning of con-
tent and the simultaneous learning of a
foreign language. However, CLIL teach-
ing has been practiced for many years
from the Babylonian era to the early six-
ties when bilingual education was intro-
duced in many schools around the world.

Languages are required most suc-
cessfully when they learned for commu-
nicative purpose in meaningful and sig-
nificant social situations. This approach
links language or languages comprehen-
sively with subject input and cognitive de-
velopment. CLIL methodology is similar
to but distinct from language immersion
and content - based instruction. It is an
approach for learning content through an
additional language (Foreign and second)
» thus teaching both the subject and the
language. The idea of its proponents was

aflggur -
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to create an “umberlla term” which en-
compasses different forms of using lan-
guage as the medium of instruction. Com-
bination of language and subjects are lim-
itless under CLIL depending on the mod-
els of bilingual and multilingual educa-
tions models practiced in deferent parts
of the world.

CLIL is fundamentally based on
methodological principles established by
research on language immersion. This
kind of approach has been identified as
very important by the Eropean commis-
sion because “It can provide effective
opportunities for pupils to use their new
language skills now, rather than learn
them now to use later ” CLIL opens doors
in languages for a broder range of learn-
ers, developing self - confidence in young
learners and those who have not re-
sponded well to formal language instruc-
tion in general education. It provides ex-
posure to the language without requiring
extra time in the curriculum, which can
be of particular interest in vocational set-
tings.

Some Definitions on CLIL

L.Integrating languagewith non-language
content, a dual-focused learning environ-
ment (Marsh David, 2002)

2. CLIL is an educational approach in
which non-language subjects are taught
through a foreign, second, other addi-
tional language (David Marsh,2001)




3. CLIL refers to situations where subjects
or parts of subjects taught through a for-
eign language with a dual- focused aim,
namely learning of content and simulta-
neous learning of a foreignh language.
(Marsh David 1994)

4. The use of languages learnt in the
learning of other subjects (Lang, Jack
2002)

5. CLIL is a generic term refers to any
educational situation in which an addi-
tionallanguage and, therefore not the
most widely used language of the envi-
ronment, is used for the teaching and
learning of subjects other than the lan-
guage itself.” (Marsh David & Lange,
Gisela 2000)

Billingual Education - before CLIL
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Billingual Education

For every form CLIL, it is very
important that the integration of subject
and language together. Here the aim of
CLIL is to promote knoweldge of subject
and knowledge of a foreign language at

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

the same time. So everyone who is engaged
in this methodology wants to think the
ways how the learning processes in school
can be appro priately promoted method-
ologically. Earlier in the last decade learn-
ing processes in foreign language teach-
ing were influenced by the teacher to a lim-
ited extent, They concerned more on sub-
ject content. Later, after CLIL the learning
environment for foreign language teach-
ing was entirely diferent where the teacher
has to focus on both content and language
simultaneously.

In CLIL lessons terminological as-
pects should not be the focus but what is
much more important in language work is
to develop a repertoire of speech acts that
play a central role in subject lessons the
pupil has to be equipped linguistically for
these speech acts in order to be able to
act independently. According to Cummins,
Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency
Skills (CALPS) promote the academicinter-
action skills. In the first year of bilingual
education the learner’s Basic Interpersonal
Communication Skills (BICS) is being pro-
moted.

In the early of bilingual education
there was a methodological demand that
the bilingual teachers did not use mother
tongue in the classroom. It was limited to
monolingual. Only the second language or
foreign language should be used for bilin-
gual learning. But now views have been
changed the importance of mother tongue
in integrated foreign language and subject
learning processes is no longer called into
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question particularly since it has been rec-
ognized that the code switching pro-
cesses often to be observed in the bilin-
gual classroom are very important in lan-
guage- learning and language awareness-
raising processes.

Inthe introduction of CLIL into the
bilingual education curriculum, it may be
helpful to consider the advantages to
teachers and students in relation to four
specific dimensions. These four dimen-
sions (4c ) from a conceptional framework
(Coyle 2005, revised Coyle Holmes King
2008) which connects content, cognition,
communication and culture. Culture and
intercultural understanding make the core
of the conceptual framework, offering the
key to deeper learning and promoting
social cohesion among the society. The
acronym CLIL is used as a generic term
to describe all types of provision in which
a second language is to teach certain
subjects in the curriculum. In the Sri
Lankan context English is considered as
the second language, therefore the in-
troduction of CLILin the bilingual educa-
tion in Sri Lankan school has to fulfill the
need of the community and the language
policy of the country.
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