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In the schools, in most of the class=
rooms, there'is a scant return for the long
‘hours of hard work putin by the teacher.
Why is it so ? It is so because very often the
teacher relies too much on words. Being
the learners of a second language, the
pupils have many obstacles to overcome.
They are unable to respond satisfactorily
without recourse tothe mother-tongue, and
learning becomes a painful task.

In order to lessen the burden of the
task of learning and to make learning easy
and interesting, some valuable aids can be
used by the teacher, The audio visual
aids when properly planned and constructed,
help not only to improve the effectiveness
of learning but also create a good learn-
ing situation, which will ensure greater
student participation.

Of the available visual aids, the most
popular and the most widely used aids are
the flash cards, Flash cards are long wide
strips of white or coloured paper or
card board on which words and sentences
are printed. They can be grouped into
various types. The main types are the
picture cards, word cards, sentence cards
and matching cards. The above types of
flash cards can be used for speech, reading
and writing lessons.

Now let us see the types of cards,
that can be used. Picture cards consist of
pictures only and are useful for vocabulary
building purposes. They can be flashed
in front of the children and the children
can be asked to identify the pictures one
by one. Some of the picture cards are
shown below,

Ordinary postcards can be used on
which the cut out pictures of animals,
birds, flowers, mode of transport etc. can
be pasted. These pictures can be used to
illustrate the vocabulary in the text book
that is used. It is also advisable to write
the word illustrated on the back of the

card so that it can be used as a word card
also. Besides these, some cards can be
made with the pictures and the words
can be printed

Some of such types are seen

denoting the pictures,
against them,
over leaf,
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The sentence cards on which simple
sentences or structures are printed are also
valuable cards, If the teachers’ aim is to
teach a few commands to her pupils, she

can make use of the sentence cards in which
the commands are printed, Flashing of
the cards can be done by the students too.

|. Stand up Clap your hands || Sit down

Kneel down

A good and able teacher knows how
to prepare these cards. When flash cards
are made, the strips of papers cut out,
should be uniform in width. The edges
should be neatly trimmed and the outline
should be neatly done. The letters printed
on the cards, must be uniform in size. They
should be formed well without the un-
necessary curves and lines spacing between
letters and words is another important
feature that should be looked into. A
teacher must have in mind that unfinished
shabby pieces of work used by her, will nog
speak well about her.

Before using the flash cards, the teacher
should induce the right attitude in the class
by explaining to the children what exactly
they are going to learn and how the flash
cards are going to help them. Then the
teacher holds the card at the ends and
raises it, so that all the pupils in the class
can see what is written or drawn in the
card. Afier half a minute or so, this
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flash card is withdrawn and another card
is flashed.

Besides this method, the teacher can
think of other methods too. The cards
can be flashed on the flash board which
can be turned round. To turn the flash
board, the teacher can either use her
hand or if possible, it can be turned by
a simple mechanism behind it. In the
absence of a flash board, a flannel board
will be a useful substitute,

Flashing of cards is done quickly and
it therefore warrants a quick interpretation
of a thing flashed, Thus, when the flash
cards are used effectively, the children
learn to be sharp and alert. They learn
to grasp quickly, recognise and read or
speak quickly. The child is made to under-
stand that she cannot allow her mind
to wander even for a single second, while
the card is being flashed, one after the
other,
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The use of flash cards gives a broad
scope for students’ participation in the
course of learning. The class can be
devided into small groups and the leaders
of the groups can flash the cards while
the rest of the pupils in the groups
can read, or speak or write, Flashing of
cards and quick recognition of what is
being flashed can be done on a competitive
basis also.

The eye is said to be a more faithful
servant than the ear and the flash cards
enable the eye and the ear to make a
combined effort in learning the language,
and whatever that is learnt thus, is retained
in memory for a long time. Forgetting
will not take place quickly when learning
is done with the flash cards, A teacher

may have a number of flash cards, bug
if she cannot handle them effectively, very
little can be achieved, The success of the
lesson depends on the effective use of these
cards and the humanity of the teacher.

Let us conclude with “Two little
cheers” for the flash cards as a teaching
device and emphasise the fact that they
should be effeciively handled. No matter
how valuable the flash cards, it is the
comradely attitude of the teacher and the
effective handling of the aids in the class
room that will transcend these materials,
Let us therefore receive the third, and the
most important “One Big cheer’” for the
teacher herself.

Mrs, U, Sivapragasam
“Final Year X"

by life.”’

** Language is a limitation of
truth which can only be represented

-Mahatma Gandhi-

the
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Miss G, R. Chellappah

Patron:
President :
Secretary :

Treasurer ¢

1t is with great pleasure that I present
the report of the English Literary Associa-
tion. We should be proud indeed to have
inaugurated the above association at out
Training College. This is our maiden
attempt and is surely a bold attempt as we
are supposed to be Tamil medium trainees.
We had the courage and determination to
organise such an association fo give English
its proper place in our society. We know
pretty well that English language has be-
come an international link and it is the
universal toogue,

We had the proud privilege of inviting
Mrs. G, T. Chelliah, Principal Chundikuli
Girls’ ‘College as our chief guest at the
inangural meeting she delivered a lecture
on “The Importance of English.”” The
trainees too participated in that meeting

106

?qssociuiion

Mrs, U, Sivapragasam
Mrs, B. Ratnam

Miss A. Sinnappu

and presented various items. We hold our
meetings once a month and the members
entertain us with items like action songs,
speech, recitation, plays etc.

It is our earnest wish that this associa.
tion should grow from strength to strength
in the years to come and I am sure our
successors will try their utmost to keep it
alive and carry it forward,. We express
our sincere gratitude to our ‘principal, to
our patron and to the members of the
staff for their valuable guidance and
advice, Finally I- thank our memberg
who have co-operated whole-heartedly to
make 2all our activities a success.

B. Ratnam,
Secretary.
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