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Baib, OsTemiLisel SHID  Hrisen
Capfluisst ST  Hrdsed  “Gouyr
gilulled  HrEANOWBbs Hepshsmen
BTD et6figled OBES WpQUINEL  FHemevart
&.ueiaiLI ArsLD, LréLi.@.61b.0f. Brapr s,
oufiigedmed AWt sTWILGS
sULLL  BSDFA edud Sieuisamen
Uewl LITJ BT & 161 erfl b em & Wiy
WenSWLD B elefgled pEs (LpguITg.
SLODT 60 9 6VH M6 L safllprws
Slg&NTGL — Gedeumts  GuIPTL L &860
UBGOETEIBE 2 0ddl  Salasms
GHLUTESE  &5C5T60066 o s
BAUNBMS FibHF CFLGH OUmML
SlgHeMTeny Gl FrpLd.

LT&LF  eredr. arib. QUGTY SuSHDIDB

?_asiremin
oalFAmemE  FLLD 1956860
PeoopGappin . Gurs  (pevemeui

(Lr&LIT) e16ir.6nD,QUBTIT Siuiset SO

108 & 61T QaTLiFAwne eJLOmm ML
UL Beeneni  sleiLeng 2 _6il6MD 2 (LI
SeSreuqplonmi snmdm.

"In point of fact if you go back to the
history of this country you will find that
the minorities have been betrayed at
every possible turn. From the time of
Mr.D.S.Senanayake when the
Donoghmore constitution came up the
monorities particularly the Indian
community were given certain promises
which were broken. Then again when
the Soulbury constitution too came up
similar concession which were promised
were broken right along. In the Indian
immigrants and emigrants bills various
promises were made over and over again
with regard to the treatment to be given to
the Indians. Every one of these promises
were broken in the implementation of the
bill. In the light of that are we surprised
that the minorities are gibbling at the
acceptance of these assurance?"
(Hansard Language Debate 1956)
(@ovmimaulsd @siQauTm HmiudhBeib
FpumeenwGuim, NGB EOIDY:
HEMCORUTH6TMED HIGTTHLD HenIpdbaELILC L
DINE:Y AP STewiL) LB &) 6 .
OLret oAus Hd OCesleubs
B.19.61610. CFOMBTWEST ST6VD QBT G
G&PLLTE @bAW  eutbFTandulermdas
Flov BGDIPBT SieNGSILLE ST6vLl
Bursdlsd  oiemes  BTHEBIE B6VHG!
UBS SR UL L e, emiBo Bamevuif)
QAW 2 GamTAW  HTewsH &6
SITBEHEGHS  OBTIGHSLILIL L UG,
DFlset BoBufsd  wWrlwgsesiur L ar.



BbH GYCUBDBEF FLLSHNID MBI
BB aHSmaBT 2 _piBomdssir
SifsasLIULB HL(pepulsd iemed
Gl  SIUGHBOSATTHEC  HEML (LPmDL
u@ssl UL Beitenme. BbpHisnsouled
FPUTeiienld  DHEET  eTREST  2_[ig)
Curferw @G esTeflpnswTBoug
awlsGHLSTGLT?  (BILTEHLOGTBL
UgdBeu®, Fidsen LG FLLID alleungid
1956).

$pivensv DIHTH

1956860 HFFmisensF  FULWD
PemplaBpuulLmd BSH SOWIHS
S Fufledr Hmeoenioullsd  augsuTy
ETENTEH sy HHWMeY  WTHSeny
Bla & A HHLOME  IHIL QD
aupeonBPied  @LbOumd  HLopfleir
sHafsgioud Cugmid GPiuuTEs SOFer
STWSD STHH60 RememriLmFuiled
@aflw  eaumpey  smewied  Gunely
groteatsst HeopGaumplul.G ST
sumpelled @ HBULILPHST §BLIL L D
BTD  Benemeflsd O&msiten  Ceuewiigul
PBDFFHWTGW. S0prHd  sI_Fullen
€ &M 61 61607 [ aufemila &L UL L
Hm.oupagsHend @bwrpr® Geunroup
amiw uell ofwrl ysp euruips
uemlwIT@Lb.

UL - SlFdaT PUUBSD PSS Ul

uGEpg, 19588 SarliuGAsTae
BopEpp

BDAHIL 196D BenpGauBmiiu L
& [T LDIT 601 Bl & M 611 BlenmGeum B
UssiLTTBTLESETallsr i dl  slgs

sPsH0UTE SO e  Bunid
Gxmmeud Ly eWIL 60T, Bbpemsvenuis
Sellibs UswHiLT - OFsvaumayLer 1957@60

PG QUUBSLD OFulw  upeisubSHIT.
ueBiLT-GFsoeur  @UUBSLD  @eney
SUONPEIGE WNHe0 &L & aIphis aubs
2 ousfbd QUUBSWD. aarGa iGaler
o ehienLdbs olflelloner @WEG mBH
Bxeneuuisvemev, g  druse,
Quenss Qaufwrl L $ABE& Sigueflbs
LISRIL T BIWI&SST BNCeuTUILIHHHMNS
B PS0SPBHEID BwH SBSHI Hmisen
et GurgTlLGeng St
CaTLRBwEID suayafwreallsh HamL QuBD
slilprs  &SLA  WIBTLmL.  SIBHEI
BTLIged Bebsevaufd ColgSHEHEID HTD
afibgs  CFuHosCen. sib  enflsh
Caremebaesit LRHEH Sfius  Ceuestigul
suTeUTBEIS GBIULSSTELD.

1958 ) OTLILIHESITENE0

1956 oibHH 1958@s0 gHuULL
siflerls LBEsTEmey HWOPL CusHIEEN
UTellwsd  sushEIMeYE@® SLeMTHSILILL
Pemsv  GHwi HTRSTH  HBOSTEHED
sl popFdss, GCamgbsambas
HpToHeflsll 2 | anoE6T  GeBUITLL
ultene Bunsip Wapsdeet @eafGwsd
Hrusen GareneowTefBEnLel HLOIpTH6N
FIQEUTLD  (PQUITHI 6163 [Bleheveni
2 Garsdws. —DRE0sTwl HapFd
s &I Quiprs gficsmy GFuld
Bo poaasda  WwHE CFug
Sswrdiflwgrel uelwmpiw sTdels
sn&d (Tazivittachi) sieutser “We have
come to the parting of our ways” el
sl Ered  FPSHWOIFST  sTe0emsy
Bl ey 2 0BB@ GHBELPMD
uiled  TRHHIMTHHITENHL.  UTPAIBH
MBSEETHSH UMILLOmp  aumpeldhd
&) 631 euf W & 18 & LD REBTOBLL &S0
abw usel swnellpafiwg.  Capl
QsmBaefled  GFTeLelst  Aunssaen



2 §flflensoulsy oieui usel  SiemLoha)
GESS!

1961560 HIORIT BruSsHHs0 SpiHGurt
Arisemd LB FLLSMS SOt
STWSLMD  ULSPsE  LIHdhEH60
1961360 Sefléss  wpwearpCuns
S0 & 61 SHMSD Q& 60 eum el e
Hemsvenipiflsd AL 3 E3F¥ 3 TOH S
gueE@Gmpw 60  BIL&HST  BLISHSW
aipeufiti GUTITLL G360 SHemEVaiT HETHLD
CHTaI_isEpd SHTHSUULE Hammulled
MLESUULL.  BEpFF 2 sodled
HUISHMS  SgBL Y CETeL gl
sbigss  slAulsnt  @Rmwy  wellses
LubLE.  @.6Ib.el.BTEhISHeN  &HTeaus
giempuwiel  GERILTHSIQUITEd  Hemsouln
STHSULL G OFm G Mma) Ipflc L
BMEOUILD, GHEMILMHBHIY BJFIB HISHIL NS
2 _MLbH SMSH MWD 6eeUpLD LBES
(PQUITEI. gibemLy  STUILIQUILD SIL&a)
@6& &8aumrd slaip  FAnflorBeunm
Sismwownt Fuuruibs Gurgl HwsE6s
o fli ysiamemEsmw aImelHs HHand
Qaevaur euirssit “We are helpless like
the late Bandaranayake aganist assasinal

is own residenc” (&6 eugeflL 581Gs0BW
SHHenad STULMTHD (PRWIH CETans
wrelb@ 6TLILIg LIGWTL_TJBTUIS &Y
UeSWTermGIm, BIIPD BhiIGST HTHEEH6e0
BLESBIBABCUTH CFweoms  Henevdd,
SEMTEHUETB6TITLD 616 2 _6iTemd QT Hd
wpemmuiled OpThS o eTengCHTIEH
Qgsbeur sl  GFTBHEST  QuFETHITeD
S 1pCuDBID QFTBHETTGLD).

1965 LL60 QGrerprudssraier Qi f
oeoEBSH, DAL FoOU QIRRISH
ubSier andeniE sefssiiubdorpa.

Qo SIBSHH 1965@60 L6l
Coramprusstalst S F  SEDOLEBS.
Tl LFmy  SONGEG  eupmsl
uBOwer oieut o @s  SelEsHe
Sigtuentuflsd Li el GFsvaur UUBSLD
2_meuTdwgl. ReuCeuTiLbBSHIPID euipenio
Bumed  apIBIRTIBHEST 2 _HeGL QU
Besouled  gréd  efwiu@ana.
seflgud, LLel o HEE  abs
srevsl L HgHled Tamil Language Special
Provisions Act (sW0ipF Aplys &L
goUTLYET &) QUWhEG  elgss
(Regulations) BenpGaubpl UL Gurgy
L L eSluflesr suufip3nfied L5 Lp eof &ar
CapTemsujd auELWD  [Henmhaieiengi.
25661 HI6T AniEeT WhBMmeT HUIPHS
GHHTMI  aibHe CETBHEeTENTT
erermt  LiSLE  erein.eTD.QuUByTedlest
smevenouled B gHFTh  Buissser
Carédsfles  Guresl  BLISE), &6

rGHFe FRULLDS BID  OBULSH
&l6Lem60. BFGPmeouls  Hied
SrieL  (pemeeu  (LT&SLF) LLLLD
QubBm s1er.61D.QuBy g SiFFlwedn

GIHBHTMID  DIgHH  SHUOPTHMEE
sl Gurgdl “Double Doctrate with

double toungue treachery” (@giewL
LS ulLb CuBp ST enL BTdEL 6
Guad HIGITE) eI HBBHIORIBLD
SeUTHENTed  LTBLT  61601.611D.QUIGTTT
aufenfldaUUl LS BT  OBULED
HELEN6V.



sOPGTAuisT Aply  gHun.@
al@Huiled o ulli  Bmssaisdsns.
AEBG @reme] 2 uli GCanpss
oabd PwWBABW HOp  PuEG
el @semmEiD. BmssaL  adidHesH
wrisé eglw &1l & en QU B & 6
CeflwriLd Siguengd BID ey
WB&HS (WPuib,”?

1971860 @ .aff 11 ensosrd 560

1971@60 Frusen HE6T NBHMED
Bwssd (J.V.P) demibs e BbHu
anisanbsefar o selujLer FArfior@eir
USRTLTIBTWEST Lseorulys & emrds smen
Husar  QMENEHTEMENEF  FTBIQHE
Qaflwrilw  Sweswd  BIb
WOPULIGH S6ben60.

192@ed FPwrGar i Fullsr ouirai
fysLerb

1972@60 o HdGeaubs ApionGeaur
uemiLigprwaer  Uflgsrelwure) e
bL&EG BOHEGIL OFHTLIMU (WDDIHS
plewgHE, DeonmmsdsEd  Fpfleonst
ey Quwir GLig GRWTFTs LFsLeanD
Qewiw  @muuste  sibeldst,
Rs@uuwys WwrlienLl 2 _(HeNTHEHID
QUTBILIY (Wenesaut (LAGLIT) Oammsoedei
St19. Fedentell b QUUMLSSL UL FI.
Oleut  FPPBEHSF el WasiOufu
fpTen® GComeoud wminid - BPP®mES
8053 FPdY FRmssaTYD BT
flaiimCpurGb. Spiuurs WTHBm
wpuwns  Ifley  (Entrenched Clause)
asain @mHS 290 LIflenar 1pBBAE Bhba
AiisenauisaiLb  SOPGEAGES D
pLodbmaemuud feemmiaremiu@ssw
Bawn@ib. “Ifit is two languages, it is one

nation. Ifitisone language it will be two
nations” (G Gwmfssit siefen @m HIG
an GumfQwellst Rm BTG DIEIOUD)
aaip HaNF FhsenF FLLID 1956860
PeopCaflwCurg  oieug  sipfiEHso
(Bisssfgan) CrprsGar®  Cudlw
Qameveflelt oyi.lg.Fleveutemey gCHT @M
alsHHed  sfipiseflar  oipFussd
Coulmzzenst  BlenpCammd  Hienewr
yflupp  wg  opsiremeit  GLosvemen
o mfent (QFerlif)  HplLae
aieuemy  Cpfled &G  BGuiwBunz
"Politics is the art of the possible" (Bwevd
HbHMBHEF GewieuBs  @IpAwm
SMOWTGL” edim & SOWGHES
Behs spm  pONSosHSUD
famysHeaui wiisadwend) GaTevale
Qi.19.H60euT  GIHILING  [BTD  T6IQHD
LOBUTHBSHSHD [BHeOD.  FHBBE Fa
eflemiie ensubdls 1972 euedy SO
aujeonm @B,  BFeOHbHSHID
UTLD uRsSS SO Sl DBl
sl Hemevalld a1y Fapfl Diewind)
sreRumions.  ReBTOBL L SHBH60 HTed
sellgpt  sndl b,  WTeme
CrammymggT,  cUHIMER  HYSNHHET
QBT P FeopanssAne
QEMTE,  HIHIUD U  2_mment
SIHILINGUID [BMD  [Hewetiey GEmeiTGeur
oM.

1974860 pLAUDY OlISHINSD
sprrEFd wreTH

1974360 agialls  oIpHAwp
SEOUUDBEI, BIAISTNE DN HHIVES
SOEMITUIFS  IHETE  WMDLIUTERISEE0
bL OuBBCUTEI, S 10 & & 61fl o
Buisbunsnr 0P o_ewiFHmus &,
Qurmiss  pywns  AfiwrCsurele



fhisen  oigs seupgienpuisrsny  gel
eFuE 0P 2 ultsemst uld
UMEBlLG werelds W Tl d
Oarensown@tp. @G  uewuTL @
BapsAuIBalu BpsmeEl  UTEsE
CaTmen BapWUD semmTed BafGLosd
OastemeowneNsentadw  Friswsm D& E(ETH
L&l dmigeumly (pQung  esim S0P
Boengpissht  Senipa DIET 8
BP0 wrelyar  AeugsLomed Cxnmpib
srapgimpUiefb saimer T s
Osreer OGS HHOBTMEV QFuim
Pepéd  soipiseMan Gu 1L SWIA T )
eniFfledw  gHUGHSIWLS). &HID
e _malleni F1alHGs  LLenev SHTeHIQF
Q&ebeong WMplLTemd SUPH GLekissir
faugont  0FdhsBung &B&M1Hes
Cpfib Oseim sewicnli il Gé S
ouJeUT  BLOWDEHT  euTLTHBEG Lo
SUTEOTBTGLD.

ALl b& @l eoLufsd srhd &L L
st bBQsm b aplounas Eimnard.

STHIG  (LPQUITS  Ch[HHEHIHMENT
slipe  aATCHTSEAWCUTE  BefGiosd
BTD  @epu Gl  ousCauewiGd 616013
SHNRIBH6VT6D 2 _halu L Y
HMVaTBNHID &8 CaimuTGamend
BMETbGI, HOTHs SLAYD  HOPE
STRBTEN D,  QHTERIL LoT6 HEMELEMLD
uiled @uikiau Beommsd Osmifsoremi
SMHBTaD, HHID  FHev S FlB(Emid
@& muL B SUpr aflBsmevs
Gl Lewllenl SinwshE el GabCam enL
ulled ol Bs CBTR&EETH  aBSHS
Sionemd sell b b o feviveniws
BIeneOBTL L enos@siten g8y sl - @Gy
G&CsTsT - 8y @evl funbd H10fpd
DS ADLCSH SR (PayEGE ST
SUh eI .

UL B&ECHTL enLuflsd SOPHms
SMLUE  aHID  aBSHS  HrwTend
AonGeursmey BHEVEBFOFUISHG).
UTEleVETar SiemLw 1942860 s0mdmifle0
Rearem 65 Sioranbams PSSSHTU
8o demadwg. QsHEHBE
Qemaw  Aforanr  oa SOD&
pmevatsmer  BICBes  HiBymen
OFwigeantasi esip QU IRVl i)
BHoemsHsd (Trial at Bar) (e Bms
Hwug.  sipisst Fmidsd 65 I
sBlebiae T Lemi. 3 . BBuB 6T
SMEVENID SRSl  @BBHOMMEHHe0
aupsBRieht Hwm.pméas Hmeossvaud
SIfE6TT D& updareni Q.0
"The Sinhalese never
conquered us, nor did we give our
consent, nor there was a continutiy of the
Sinhala rule. Therefore what we ask is
not separation. The word separation is a
misnomer. What we had, what we lost,
we want to regain, therefore what we

really ask is restoration or reconstitution"
(fraseneuiasit s1benio alsimL s LILmBNS
w@sbemsn.  [BTLD GBS  Bensey
OBT1BSHSHHIOs0em60. Q&STLihE! eurtseir
SIDEMID USRI HTHALD suevTmBTied
B&pFfser  Bsvensv. H06, BHIID
Calug felener o606, UflefNenen
e18B  QFred  HlnHE MEBWITeNLILIHLD
96  Qamsbeom 4, BoeHsms
Bubsma  WHIGID QupieuSHHETES G
SMed  elogl  GuTym_Lib SDOEBE).
BQmG 1061 SidIDHSH60 RV VN ST
2 _BOUTHEH  GIRIQ  Fameoid) 6TeaT !
HmEQFvoUD (oL (PIP&SID 61D
UTeOTHATL GBI L SGBUpemsILITELD.
BomanBH g S0DG SHEMEVENIT & 61T
&w.28).e9. QureiambLisvID, . (1wCH S

SI6U (T & 61T



HBFCFLauD, Hhwp GaFeoaunr
Burt  2BH5BHH oMb Heuli .
LTHHEBET Hov o GHECLIL 1977 Bed
spiselet  aHisTodms  Hifewm
Ws@ BxTHed HLOLDBBE. BFissd
germ  QFmTed Qurg  eups &led

MBWTETLLLLTEID  ébseiedr  semfiiiy
(Referendum) =115 (AF: 3 M (-
DU WISTEGLD. BFed b
oefiss Hily SOPD adp ey
S10&! (PiIehS (PG SIRTLGTGLD.

M.K.Eelaventhan on Aspirations of the Eelam Tamils

There should be a sincere
approach to the problem. Intellectual
and Academic exercises should be
side lined. The two ethnic groups
sincerely wish that their, language,
culture and way of life should remain
intact. I speak here not as an
academic but as one who can claim a
vast experience, in the agitation for
outto achieve the aspirations from the
Tamil side. We must refrain from
self-deception.

Sir Ponnampalam Ramanathan
and Sir Ponnamplam Arunachalam
were disheartened and disappointed
in the later part of their careers. Ido
not want to go into history. What are
the factors that compelled
Arunachalam who formed the Ceylon
National Congress to break away
from it and form the Tamil League?

What factors drove Sir P.Ramanathan
to oppose the Donoghmore reforms.
He said Donoghmore means "Tamils
on more". We are handing over
power to the vulgar mobs and if we
accept these reforms, without due
safeguard for the Tamils. It would be
the death knell to the Tamils. We now
experience his prophecy.
Mr.G.G.Ponnampalam said that
Soulbury has come to bury the souls
of the Tamils. A unitary constitution
in a multinational state will never find
the solution to the problem. The
question of majority and minority
It will only
worsen the situation. Tamils demand

does not arise at all.

the right to self-determination. They
want the recognition of their
homeland. They are prepared to give
up their demand for Eelam if there is
going to be a meaningful Federal



structure. What I mean by a Federal
structure is that the powers are clearly
defined and the question of the
Central Government ever dissolving
the states should be totally ruled out.
The powers of Foreign affairs and
Defence may be left with the Central
Government. The rest of the powers
must be allocated to the autonomous
states. Federalism is not division or
disintegration, it is only a device for
the distribution of powers, preserving
the essential unity of the country and
allowing a free play for ethnic groups
to establish their identity.

Unity does not mean "Unitary"
and Federalism does not mean
division let us be clear about it. It was
not Chelvanayagam but the late
lamented Bandaranayake who made
it very, very, clear that for thousands
of years the Kandyan Singhalese, the
Low country Singhalese and the
Tamils lived in clearly demarcated

areas of their own, preserving their
language and their culture intact. Itis
only a rash man who will envisage the
merger of these two communities.
This is what I would like to say
beyond doubt. I finally conclude by
saying whether we like it or not India
has to play a part and Tamil Nadu
being inseparably linked to it, India
cannot make a decision that is
opposed to Tamil Nadu interess.

In conclusion, I would like to say
that I love the Singhalese more than
anybody else does; does but the
constitution is our enemy number
A unitary constitution will
result in counting of heads that will

one.

eventually lead to the cracking of
heads. We have learned bitter lessons
and let us realise that Federalism is
the ideal solutaion to live as equal
partners and co-exist without
confrontation.



Language and Power
The Role of English in Sri Lanka

weenes Once Britannia ruled the waves,
now it is English Which rules them.

The British Empire has given way to the

Empire of English"

If we look at the spread of English
historically, in order to ascertain whether
the language has been actively promoted
as an instrument of the foreign policy of
the major English speaking states, and if
so, in what ways, the fact remains as far
as the third world countries are
concerned; we have a colonial legacy
where these countries were left with no
option. They had to fall in line with the
declared official policy of the colonial
masters. The English language has been
associated with the British rule in Sri
Lanka, then known as Ceylon. Sri Lanka
has been subjected to foreign powers
even before the Britishers invaded Sri
Lanka in 1796. (namely the Portuguese
and the Dutch)

During British rule in Sri Lanka,
English was used as the official language
of the colonial masters. English was used
in all domains such as, family, religion,
education and employment, As a

University of Jaffna.

S.G.Sivagurunathan, _’
Head,

English language
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declared policy of the British
government even a village headman was
not appointed without a proper
knowledge of English. English was the
dominant language of the British
administration. Since English was
associated with the rulers, it enjoyed
official status. Whoever aspired to
become a government servant had to
learn the language. During British rule,
English learning was an incentive for a
government job. So the people of Jaffna,
in order to get a government job started
learning English, for not only did it give
them the job but they alsp had social
prestige. During the British regime a
good number of English educated Jaffna
Tamils were employed in other British
colonies like Malaysia, Singapore and
Burma. Mostly they were in the
Malaysian railways as station masters,
clerks and storekeepers.

The foreign employment
opportunities gave the Tamils of Sri
Lanka a sense of job security as
government jobs gave them the benefit of
pension rights. During the British rule in
Sri Lanka, on an ethnic proportion more
number of Tamils were in government
jobs as they were more proficient in
English. More English schools were
established in the North, more Christian

missionaries were involved in opening
schools. Especially, the contribution of
the American Missionaries in the North
cannot be underestimated. They opened
more schools in the North. The Britishers
had political ambitions in Sri

Lanka whereas the American
Missionaries gave better English
education though they were interested in
propagation of Christianity.

Prof. K. Sivathamby has very
rightly summed up the situation of Jaffna
as the Tamils were ready to accept
"English education minus the Bible".
We are aware that Language and
Religion are two very sensitive issues in
any culture and society. Yasmine
Goonaratna states that the Jaffna was
very sensible in adopting what is worth
adopting, unlike the people in the South.

English was a symbol of power
during the British regime. The situation
continued even after independence. It
was in 1956when the Sinhala only act
came into force, that gradually in the
administrative and educational spheres
that swabasha started dominating. The
medium of education started changing
and the first batch of Tamil and Sinhala
medium students entered the University
of Ceylon in 1960.



This marked the change in the
medium of education. There was
bilingual media for professional courses
like, medicine, engineering, law and

science and the other courses like arts,

humanities, commerce had their courses
in the Tamil and Sinhala medium.

Now after 45 years (starting from
1956 with the Sinhala only act) the world
order has changed, the ground reality in
our politics has changed, whereas the
changes in the medium of education at
the tertiary level have led us nowhere.
Our youths with their Tamil and Sinhala
medium degrees are unable to find
suitable jobs. As the country is moving
towards privatization and the job market
lies in the hands of multinationals, the
result is that there is an indirect
compulsion to learn English.

There is a wrong notion among
people that now people don't use English
and the standard has gone down. But the
fact remains that more people use
English now than ever before. Earlier
during British rule only the
professionals. Like administrators,
doctors, engineers, lawyers and teachers
knew English but now people at lower
level also use English. To quote from
David Crystal, out of the world's

population one third speak English and
out of this number only fifth is the native
speakers of English (whose mother
tongue is English) the rest more than four
fifth, are second language speakers. This
figure clearly states that more people
speak English than ever before. The
number is steadily increasing every year.
This is due to expansion of
communication, information
technology, developments in science and

technology.

On the functions of English in Sri
Lanka Prof. Thiru Kandiah says that it
functioned as a major instrument of the
Jealously guarded at these higher levels.
No doubt, there was an immediate
practical reason for this : the bilingual
elite. who manned these higher level
positions had always carried on their
activities there in English, and they
found that they could nor perform at all
effectively at these levels but in that
language. The main factors was,
however power. It was the English
language that had raised these people to
the position of power, and it was the
English Language that, by separating
them as a social class from the rest of the
people of the country, ensured that they
would remain in these positions to the
exclusion of the latter. The point is that



since English functioned as something
very different from a utilitarian
secondary language at these levels as, in
fact, a badge of privilege, the ordinary
people, to whom English could at best be
nothing more than just a utilitarian
secondary language found themselves,
ipsofacto, shut out of these levels, and for
the same reason, only the social class to
whom English was more then simply a
utilitarian second language but
something of a social accomplishment
too had access to those levels. This
ensured, incidentally, that it would be
they who would provide, in a self-
perpetuating manner, the personnel to fill
the position at these levels.

Though the official language act of
1956 did replace English with Sinhala
and Tamil and were used in more and
more in government offices, public
places, communication, education,
entertainment, and social activities and
so on English did not lose considerable
ground to these languages.

Prof. Thiru Kandiah says that
English continued to be the dominant
language at the higher levels in many of
the most important spheres of society.
The de Lanerolle committee, which
investigated the teaching of English in

the island around 1972, reported that a
knowledge of English was considered to
be necessary for effective action, at least
at the higher levels, in several important
spheres of society, such as commerce and
industry, banking, transport, the postal
services, medicine, science and
technology, law, broadcasting,
international transport and
communication and in a considerable
number of fields in tertiary education.

This situation is quite
understandable as Sri Lanka was
struggling to recover from the disastrous
effects of four and a half centuries of
foreign rule and to build itself into a truly
strong and independent modern nation
that could take its place on a footing has,
it seemed to be entirely right that it
should be given a place of significance,
particularly in those areas in which it
would facilitate the realization of the
aspirations of the nation.

In the seventies, the colloquial
Sinhala word Kaduva which means
'sword" got into usage to refer to the
English language and Kadu panti was
used to refer to "English classes". Thiru
Kandiah says that this term Kaduva
crystallizes the socio - political.
psychological attitudes of the underdog



to all this, of the man who has no chance
of beating the English-dominated system
and of rising by means of the language to
the position that, in the kind of society he
finds himself in, will help him realize
himself and preserve his self-esteem. To
him, the English language is only too
evidently a sword, the symbol of power.
But ‘this is not all; there is a further
dimension to this awareness. The sword
he knows, if grasped firmly in his own
hands, will endow him with the power to
be truly free, to be himself and to live
with dignity on terms of equality with
other men, in someone else's hands, it
remains the instrument of his oppression,
the means ofhis subjugation.

The term Kaduva emerged out of
frustration of rural students learning
English and how they struggled to cope
with their language needs. Mervyn de
Silva's interpretation of the relationship
between the social revolution of 1956
and the insurgency of 197 1throws crucial
light on this point : the martyrs of 1971
were indeed the children of 1956; and it
is to these children that English first
became the Kaduva, just as it has
remained the Kaduva to those of their
background who continue to share their
expectations.

There was a turn events in 1977
when there was a change of regime and
the new rules to reverse the processes, to
undo the change which were introduced
two decades before. These change paved
the way for the reintroduction of English
in tertiary education. This was
necessitated in order to cater to the job
market as the economy of the country
had started being dominated by the
multinationals.

In 1980, the universities started
thinking of introducing English medium
education, giving prominence to English
language education - with the changing
world economic order, business and
trade, the English language started
gaining ground.

A government minister from Sri
Lanka has suggested that the teaching of
English throughout Asia, Africa and the
Pacific should be placed on the same
level as the World Health organization or
UNESCO. We might presumably then
see the UN move on from proclaiming
'Education for all" to "English for all".
Phillipson says that a large demand has
been created for English and for teachers
of the language. As the director of the



dynamic world circle chain of English
language schools puts it; "once we used
to send gun boats and diplomats abroad;
now we are sending English teachers".

The spread of English has become a
world wide phenomenon and it has
become an inevitable force and we, as a
small nation cannot resist it, we can only
fall in line with the developing trend for
our own betterment. The time has come
for.us to hold weapon in our own hands or
else we will be subjected to further
oppression - we should understand that
Language is Power.
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41 pir elpCurs aiF Bousvenem |1998 frer  |260,000
42 ueiBaup maubBlusramsn AmSSHIPD, SeMLITL aupmiBssd | pulemmgey[1998 e [300,000
43 dpusnen o Hmssb Gousvensmn |1998 frmeit 400,000
44 sHhenp sl HHSHb Beusvenen | 1998| rreir | 360,000
45 Gupt dempsst AmbHo Cauis 1998 [gmeit 300,000
46 Ozeienenr wy EHMS Gaulle 1998] el H1g4300,000




47 DIPHBTME BHS GeaulllF 1998 | elleomid 400,000
48 QUEEETH &.5.BlensowiLenenllb,SaMuILD spnses] UhE6Sey |1998 | afapma 50,000
49 ST &.5. Blensowilanyentotid, SenunL baupmssd | pulleindey | 1998 | eflapms 100,000
50 &Geman &.&.Hameuw UTeTUTL&rsmed Lsmgenwlih, geumii] pulemdesy |1998 | alapms) 100,000
51 (Werbedtb @emenipit ellensnuT Gosips L ipl sientoli) bulleargea) [1998 | allcpomlsd 150,000
52 oeRfiLishevs HEVTLORTD SLIQL. LisTFentoliLy pullentdey ]1998 | edeppla) 100,000
53 werflustevey seMLEDSEDEG Mol Bainiunss eaptiss | Bulemdey {1998 | eflapHg 115,000
54 @pnenenaufeuT F.F. BN SLIgL LeJenioliy 1998 | eflappid 100,000
55 s Fhend SIS S0 SisveoliiC i 1998 | efleprlsd 100,000
56 LT6OT UML_STEN60 SIHLOSHEED isveotI I 1998 | ellep)dh) 50,000
57 UTeUT LINLETEMED DINLDGH60 Uni&hSey | 1998 | ellepma) 50,000
58 wHHW et Fheng Lemgenioli pullemngey [1998 | elepmla) 50,000
59 OEMEG e FHens LeayenLoriL] puiemge) 1998 | elapwlsh 90,000
60 sUbDHed &.5. Beneoll SUQLLD, HETUTLID GUPRIHE 1998 | aflepmls) 100,000
61 Sieient &.5. Blemeow! SLigL LeIgentoliy 1998 | efetpmla) 50,000
62 Hmeusiena &.6. Benslll UTET LITL.STEMN D_LSTEMLD 1998 | efewpla) 40,000
63 werflucbevsr F.& Blaveow &S wulemngey {1998 | eflaprid 40,000
64 GrEHTE &.5.Bamsow LTEOT LTLFTHE ©_LSJERID 1998 | eflewmiss 30,000
65 efBTLST F.&.[Blaneoul LUTEOT UTLFTEN6 2_LSJeRild 1998 | efeppig) 50,000
66 QWENT F.5.FHMe0W LUTEOT LTLFTens0 1998 | efleppias 30,000
67 ublllend HST UTLFTENE0 Gousvemem {1998 | eflepra) 30,000
68 FRFAPS HENOWIMSBEDSE BID aUDRISED Gurgy 1998 | efleppia 100,000
69 oiieIns 2 UsTEID, HMUTLL, BUBHTD Csrsieustey G 1998 | efleppla 600,000
70 aundsit &.6 BHameow Hmesio Sisveotnii iy 1999 | &.9.£3 100,000
71 Cpoed &.5. Beneow HmHsid Gousvsmemt [1999 | #.9.g9 50,000
72 QBTLHEMD DIMLOG S0 Uu&Gdey |1999 | Ao.gd 100,000
73 sOLHOHNGH HmoHs Gevevsmemt [1999 | ymedr 340,000
74 shETelE FHMS HMDEHSH0 Gousvememt |1999 | ymeir 30,000
75 RSS2 _FHunoTsd F.&.Bmeow HmbHL0 Gausosmem 11999 | oA 125,000
76 sublilens F.8. Blaneound pufenngey |1999 | al¥a 95,000
77 wLGGHIGeusN F.&. Bleneowid UmigBsey 1999 | efifls) 75,000
78 ®BEITH F.5. BlnsOWD Ung®Sey 1999 | eflfs) 125,000
79 ueFT HITE Leyeniolily Gousv. & 1999 | efipg) 250,000
80 Wupmasn #.5 Beveow HmHsid dmuenen 1999 | efBa) 31,000
81 B f F.5. Bewmeows FHmoHsHid Geusvememr | 1999 | efifle) 37,500
82 pm&Enels el Fheng @leopulit 1999 | efls 50,000
83 b e Geusvememn 11999 | HA.0.ed 75,000
84 HanevdbBsmullsy aff umighaey [1999 | H.09.69 50,000
85 qumisenmauly efg wulemdey 1999 | A.0.e9 50,000
86 mLyTmm 6fg) Gousvemamr |1999 | A9.g8 50,000
87 oifluprwsd 6fg) uURig®BSey 1999 | f.. 50,000
88 sLenev dlemp HHHSID Uer.easig 1999 | gued 7,000
89 weneowipulentt 6fs) pullenrge) 1999 | greir 23,000
90 dlemp HHSHHLD Fyeuemem | 1999 | gued 15,500
91 HMEVEMLD SigaaIevs Sempl HBHHHLD Gousuemem 11999 | greir 3,050
92 prédonlt QuIGISSemm HHssb wulemgey 1999 | .8 25,000
93 oI FomU Semm HmBHID wsuflenrgsey |1999 | efifad 90,000
94 2 U SigIRIUBID LDVFMEL FHSHSID UnaigGgey |2000 | A8 50,000




95 &LeMe WL Yemyentoliy yag®hSsy 2000 |Al.gd 150,000
06 oibiend BST UTeLT UTLFTEN LemysoioliL Cousvemenmr  |2000 |A.0.&d 250,000
97 dmeushgpeut &.&.FPlemsow FHwmHSD Geusvemem | 2000 | A.L0. 50,000
98 SwHsoausd DY Beusvamemr | 2000 | gmedr 225,000
99 wrsBwit wLb HHSHH pullenngey 2000 |pgmwedr 225,000
100 2_U SIIEINED BHSHW puieandley |2000 |pned 200,000
101 gwemt F.5.Heneowild HmbS Geusvememt | 2000 | gmeir 75,000
102 pemnd &8 Besowd HmbHL Us@®sey | 2000 | gren 25,000
103 gime0 WL SHHSHD pulemge; |2000 |gmer 75,000
104 SIBEHCuI g L Ysmgenioliy pulsndey | 2000 |grew 150,000
105 #j8 alpTwe! &.5Fmeow Lenyeoli ysig®Bey 2000 |gren 150,000
106 gadw 2 guwioned &.zBemeow yareoly Ogm iCame |UBGGSe {2000 |grer 50,000
107 &sLgpeploLLp LemrgemiotiL) URIe®GSsy | 2000 |gmer 150,000
108 QU DVFELFnL. LISHTENIOUIL] FLig 2000 | ymedr 200,000
109 vwenset FRIGUILID GiELGeourer yagbGdey |2000 |gmer 1,000,000
110 &ymdu sngusbSwsrensd SHBHLD Geusoemen | 2000 | gmedr 60,000
111 semef Siepp yemyenioli Cauldls 2000 | zemupis) 41,000
112 ghansdas (psiy Lengentoliy Coutlls 2000 | Fenupld) 36,000
113 wmagai ol HesHs0 Cousvememt | 2000 | gmesr 175,000
114 Hpusnen elgh SmHsid Geusvsmemt | 2000 | gmew 250,000
115 sLpaamy g SHmssd Sdlg 2000 |opwen 200,000
116 preiBiCuns ol Hmssb Ceusvemesm {2000 | gmedr 250,000
117 gyeobysod sigh Geuevememt | 2000 | gmedr 250,000
118 suwowesir 6lg Hmsbso Gousvememt | 2000 | pesr 200,000
119 dpuenss umeLT LITLEFTEN60 HHHSID Gewevememn 12001 |Ad.gd 125,000
120 ®Bema (ehiusiief ePOSTEND LSATENLOLIL] puWlemgsy |2001 |08 150,000
121 b GusGHEHH 1.4y 2001 |Ad.gd 125,000
122 oiehiemoni Gemufst als FTlig 2001 |4.09.80 100,000
123 suwlens pat EIFHMS Gousvemesst {2002 §1g.819 48,500
124 gmlg wwrend yeygenloly Cousvememt  |2002 | .0 97,000
125 prousoir &.&.Bemeow Lmedt UTLETESY idHBene0 Geusvememn | 2002 |80 48,500
126 s@eLUDE §F.8.Gape UTeFfUTL ST LgFsmioliy UnigBsey 12002 |8 48,500
127 snu, G Msmenw Lengenloliy Beuevememt 2002 | .80 48,500
128 w@Qwredl UTEUF LTLEFENE0 SENMLITLD GUPEIBSY wewtenLBHey | 2002 | 19.4.19 30,000
129 waFHW WeiLseN SAUTLLD sulpRIS6D Sisv.dilg  [2002 | 9.8l 30,000
130 eagdey (Wweiueef UTLFTMEY HHSHHLID Uaie®Sey 2002 |ig.d.A 40,000
131 smessrenen Caeml 6l HombIL UBighaey 2002 |1S.etero.ag. 300,000
132 2 voaIns &MLERASTGE HHSSWD pullemngey 12002 | A.d.gd 230,000
133 aumisentong sLBEmf off Hessn * pullsnrdey |2003 | u.eterbd.ig. 370,000
134 @LeeolBuw off) Hpdsd * pulenrgdsy [2003 |A.9.69 200,000
135 srhisssrenen Gsruied off) Hmssw * Uysig®GdSey 2003 |H.A.ed 300,000
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