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voucan GONTRIBUTE FOOD
DONATION m NO ADMINISTRATION

CHARGES
to Orphanages or Elders Home in Sri Lanka
on Your Birthday, Wedding Day
Remembrance Day
or Any Other Special Function
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Bank Details: SKTA Temple Trust
LLOYDS BANK | SORT CODE: 30-98-91 | ACCOUNT NO: 06905358
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Please donate as much as you can!
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61-6 69 & 77-79 High Street Barklngsnde llford IGB 2AF London UK

SHOP ONLINE @
www.veemart.co.uk
020 3598 4406
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Saiva Munnetta Sangam (UK)

“Conununity Service Through Saiva (Hindu) Concern™
2 Salisbury Road, Manor Park, London 12 6AB.
Tel : 020 8514 4732 Fax: 01268 561805
www.saivamunnettasangam.com smsukinfo@gmail.com

Registered Charity No: 292085

MEMBERSHIP FORM |

Title Home Phone

First Name Mobile No

Surmame Email ID

Address Membership D Annual £15.00 D Life £150.00

Town For online payments to Saiva Munnetta Sangam (UK)
Lloyds Bank A/c Number : 00373079

Post code Sort Code : 30-90-80

| wish to become a member of the Saiva Munnetta Sangam (UK) and enclose herewith cash/ cheque / made online payment
fOr € ... Members are entitled to receive our information emails, Thoranam and Kalasam quarterly magazine.

Date Signature of the Applicant

Use Gift Aid and you can make your donation worth more. For every pound you give to us, we get an extra
' ﬁ, M. d Ut 0.25 pence from Inland Revenue, helping your donation go further with no extra cost to you. This means that
‘9 [ £15.00 donation can be turned into £18.75 and £150.00 donation can be turned into £187.50 just so long as
donations are made through Gift Aid.

By ticking () the box under the headed ‘Gift Aid’, I confirm that I am a UK Income or Capital Gains
taxpayer. 1 have read this statement and want Saiva Munnetta Sangam UK to reclaim tax on the donation,
given on the date shown. I understand that I must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in
the tax vear at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities and CASCs I donate to, will reclaim on my
gifis for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and C ouncil Tax do not qualify. I understand
the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I have given.

For Official Use

Receipt No Pay in slip No Date Banked
Membership No Membership Starts Membership Ends
Approved Executive Committee Introduced by
President Hon. General Secretary Membership Secretary
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“SAIVA SCHOOL OF HINDUISM

(By late S. Shivapadasundaram B.A)

Hinduism is a group of religions which accept the authority of the Vedas. Each member of
the group has an authority of its own, which the Vedas supplement, and in the light of which
they are interpreted.

The most important members of this group are Saivaism, Vaishnavaism, and Shaktaism,
whose additional authorities are respectively the Siva Agamas, the Pancharatra and the
Shakta Agamas. They derive their names from Siva, Vishnu, and Shakti. In spite of their
akinness, they differ widely in their philosophy and ceremonials. Of these three religions,
Saivaism has the largest number of followers both in India and in Sri Lanka. In its orthodox
form it is found in South India, Sri Lanka, Kashmeer and Nepal. Shaktaism is concentrated
in Bengal, the capital of which, Calcutta, is named after Kali, a name of Shaki.

As regards the age of Saivaism, it is as difficult of discovery as the age of the multiplication
table. The Saiva religion, as well as other philosophical religions, contains truths which are
discovered from time to time by men capable of finding them out. The truths of Saivaism are
discovered by Siva Gnanis (Saints), who may appear in this world at any time. But it may be
mentioned that reference is made to Saivaism and to the Sivagamas in the Mahabharata,
which is believed to have been written in the sixth century B.C.

There are archaeological evidence to show that there was Siva worship in the Indus valley
five thousand years ago, though there is nothing to show that it was Agamic. Sir John
Marshall, from the examination of the statuettes and seals(1) found in the ruins of
Mahenjo-daro, and his colleague, Dr. Pran Nath, from the inscriptions(2), have,
independent of each other, arrived at the conclusion that Siva worship had been prevalent
there.

[Pashu Pathi seal found in Mahenjo-Daro]

The chief characteristic of the religions of India is the scientific basis of their philosophy and
observances. Each religion starts with facts obtained from experience and proceeds to build
up its philosophy. Of these, Saivaism or Saiva Siddhanta, as it is technically called, is
pre-eminently scientific, and the most modern scientific theories of the West find their
counterparts in it:
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- The postulate of Saiva religion is the law of universal causation, which is the very
Foundation of Western Science.

- Saivaism is able to accept biological evolution, as it posits the evolution of the
whole material universe and of the souls themselves. The Agamic meaning of the
word “Maya” is that which involves and evolves, and that of “Linga,” the Saiva
symbol of God, is that which causes involution and evolution.

- In the region of ethics, Saivaism naturally upholds determinism, regards wrong-
doing as mere weakness, as something which deserves kind and sympathetic
treatment instead of abhorrence or hatred.

- In psychology, Saivaism has no place for faculties, but divides mental activities
into cognition (Buddhi), volition (Ahankara), and apprehension (Manas).

- Coming to physics, it regards substances only as aggregates of qualities, and
derives all mental and material products alike from the same three gualities,ie,
sentience, motion, and inertness, thus making mind and matter at bottom the same.

- lts conception of God is that of a Supreme Being which, far from being
anthropomorphic or meddling with the universe from time to time, causes the
evolution and the involution of the universe by means of agencies(3) in the universe
itself, resembling in this respect the motion of the wheels and hands of a watch that
had been wound.

- Religion is not regarded as an external authority based on revelations, but as an
urge in living beings which leads them to their ultimate goal of perfection.

The word “religion” is used in the forthcoming articles as the equivalent of the word
“Samaya,” which literally means that which leads to union. In fact, almost all theistic religions
profess to take their followers to God. Religion must therefore be a power, and not a lifeless
bundle of doctrines and practices to be accepted or rejected according to the tastes of the
follower.

Saivaism regards the Love of God as religion itself, because it alone has the power to take
a soul to God. The word ‘religion’, however, is commonly used in the sense of ‘Matha’, ie.
doctrines. But mere doctrines are not of much consequence to the evolution of the soul, and
the view that all religions are different paths to the ultimate goal is as untenable as the
belief of the bigot that his religion alone can take a soul to God, since it is the capacity of the
soul that counts and not the guidance given by books.

The authoritative works on Saivaism are the twenty eight Sivagamas, which are all in
Sanskrit. The truths “contained in these books are believed to have come to saintly persons
by spiritual illumination. The style is so terse and the meaning so abstruse that the
philosophical portions of these works could not be understood without extensive
commentaries. A chapter(4) of the Raurava Agama called Siva Gnana Bodham, and
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consisting of twelve couplets, said to have been revealed to the great Saiva saint, Nandi, as
the essence of the Agamas, was translated into Tamil in the twelfth century by Meikandar,
who also added to it a commentary. This was expanded by his disciple Arulnandi in his Siva
Gnana Siddhiar. Siva Gnana Munivar, a great scholar who lived in the latter part of the
seventeenth century, wrote an extensive commentary on Siva Gnana Bodham, which
covers four hundred pages of folio in print. He and four others have written commentaries
on Siva Gnana Siddhiar. There are also some original works in Tamil on Saivaism, such as
the Thirumanthiram of Thirumular, who is said to have flourished in the first century of the
Christian era.

These articles (which will be serialised in Kalasam) are largely based on Siva Gnana
Bodham and Siva Gnana Siddhiar. The Agamic method of proceeding from facts of
experience(5) to general principles has been followed here as much as possible. The
purpose of this work is to present the side of Saivaism which has a direct bearing on daily
life.

(To be continued)

(1)  “Among the many revelations that Mahenjo-daro and Harappa have had in
store for us, none perhaps is more remarkable than this discovery that
Saivaism has a his tory going back to the Chalcolithic age or perhaps even
further still, and that it takes its place as the most ancient living faith in the
world” (Mahenjo-daro and the Indus Civilization, Preface, p. vii).

(2)  “The cults of Siva and the mother-Goddess had already been shown to be
very old. It is interesting to find them current as far back as 3000 B.C.” (The
Scripts of the Indus Valley Seals, p. 25).

(3) Like Kéla and Niyati; wherever mention is made in these articlesese articles,
of God’s Love doing anything, it is as the ultimate agent and not as the imme
diate cause.

(4)  Twelfth chapter of the seventy-third section (Papa Vimochana Padalam) of the
Agama.

(5) In Saiva philosophy, experience includes yogic vision obtained by spiritual il
lumination.
Compiled by S Atputhananthan

A |

Why Temples?

Electrical energy is everywhere, but in order to bring it to our daily use, we need to have generators to
channel that energy and transmission systems to distribute it at the place where we need it. In the same
way, in order to get the grace of the omnipresent Lord, we have to build temples, where we can focus the
power of the Lord in a consecrated ido! for our benefit in an easy way.

i - Maha Periyavar of Kanchi Mut.
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Insult is harmful even in jest; Just pride
resides in courtesy even to the foe.
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The Epic Mahabharatha says pandavas, even during their jungle life, spent their days use-
fully by doing prayers every day. Kunthithevi, Panchali and Pancha Panadavas all took part
in the prayers. Bhima woke up late every day and always joined the prayers half way after
it had started.

Dharma scolded Bhima for this habit saying, ‘maybe you are strong like an elephant. But,
you never have an intension of joining the prayers regularly. Why you do not have faith in
God?’

Even after this, Bhima did not change and continued to get up late as usual.

One day, Dharma waned to invite Lord Krishna for a lunch and sent Nagulan to invite
Krishna. On retuning, Nagulan said, ‘Krishna told that he had got some other work
tomorrow, and he would come another day’.

‘Krishna won’t agree to come for a feast when you people invite him... wait and see. | will
go and make him agree to come for the feast’, saying this, Archuna went to Krishna'’s place.
He strongly believed on his faith and in Krishna’s friendship. But, when Krishna told the same
answer to Archuna too, he came back with great disappointment.
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Disturbed by this situation, all of them were very sad next day during their prayers.

As usual, on that day, Bhima joined the prayer late, he noticed everybody with sorrowful
face. He asked them, ‘What’s the matter? Why are you all sad?’

Dharma told him what happened. ‘Oh! | will go and bring Krishna for the feast’ Bhima told.
On hearing what Bhima said, Archuna interrupted saying, sarcastically,

‘Even when | requested Krishna, he never agreed to join the feast, it’s very unlikely that he
will respect your invitation’.

Anyhow, Bhima got ready to go to Krishna'’s place with his so called weapon ‘Kathayutham’.
Before leaving, he asked Panchali to cook the delicious meal for Krishna and served it in a
silver plate.

After walking a short distance, he threw his weapon up in the air and shouted loudly,

‘Krishna! If my faith is true and genuine, you must agree and attend the feast. Otherwise let
this Kathayutham fall on my head and make me die!’

Immediately Krishna appeared above and suddenly caught the weapon before it could reach
Bhima’s head. Also, he accepted Bhima'’s invitation and went along with him to their place
to attend the feast.

All got surprised on seeing Krishna coming along with Bhima, especially Archuna got
ashamed for he had insulted Bhima.

It has been proved that Bhima'’s faith become the first and topmost. Archuna realised his
fault.

Even though Bhima didn’t participate in the prayers regularly, it was a fact, that his heart
was pure and genuine without any selfishness.

BETTER RELATIONSHIP

After every Mistake, Most of Us say, “l am sory.”
Only a few say and ask, “What should | do to Make it Right?”

This atitude Makes A Relation More Beautiful and Honest
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