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C.Pararajasingam

Remembering a multifaceted Personality who passed away on the 9 th of February 2024.
DR THAMBIAIYA KALAMANY
AN IDEOLOGIST AND EDUCATIONALIST
“IS TRUE EDUCATION A MENTAL TRAINING OR A PREPARATION FOR SPECIAL PERSUITS?
(Looking or Trying an occupation or work)

1. Some argue that education should consist of
vocational training.

2. Thatisthe object of education should be to fit the
pupiltoedrnaliving.

3. True education is the developing of the mental
faculties, which vocational training cannot by
itself do.

Dr. Kalamany to whom belongs the unique
distinction of achieving success in the various spheres of
life, was born on the 12th of November 1951 as the son of
Mr Sabapathi Thambraiya, a Guru (Annaviar), a person who
is expert in historical and traditional drama (Kuththu) and
folk musical Songs and a popular astrologist, from whom Dr
Kalamany learnt the techniques, at Alvai south.

Dr. Kalamany and | have been friends since our
boyhood. During this long period of Friend ship, | have
observed and listened his speeches in various stages and
also heve had the opportunity to verheard his lectures in
the lecture halls. From these observations and listening |
have been able to grasp his thoughts, judgements, opinion
These
impressions of mine have made to consider Dr.Kalamany as

and mental attitudes towards Education.
anideologist and educationalist.

According to Dr.Kalamany, there is no doubts
much to be said for vocational subjects or technical
education in schools. Until now more and more being
introduced in to the training of students and young people.
Even then people criticize the whole system of school
education as not being practical enough. They recognize
the value of reading and writing and mathematics, for
these will be wanted in later life. But they also say the
children spend much of their time in learning subjects such
as geography, history, grammar and literature, will be of no
practical use to them afterwards. Such subjects will not
help aboy oragirlto earn their own living

This attitude of these people clearly portrays the
main objectives of education should be to train pupils the
pupils living when they grow up. Their time at schools
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should be devoted to learning vocational subjects, book
keeping, accountancy, business, farming, engineering,
technology and any other crafts and trades. Then when
they leave schools they will be fitted to take a job at once
and earn an honest living. For the above type of people
school education should be practical-a preparation for
some persuits:

Such people mentioned in the paragraph just
above seem to misunderstand the meaning and purpose
education. If school of e education should be narrowed
down to mere vocational training, it would miss the whole
point of true education. Education is a method for
developing and training the mental and moral faculties.
(Any of the mental or physical abilities that a person born
with.)

Vocational training while a desirable thing in its
place, is by itself altogether, too narrow a training to take
the place of real education. At best it develops manual
dexterity (skill in using your hands or mind), attention,
Carefulness and pride in good workmanship.

But draw out and develop the mental faculties a
much broader kind of education is needed.

The subjects that practical people dislike and have
no as unnecessary are a form of mental drill (developing
the skills and abilities). The study of them not only informs
the mind but also it exercises it and trains to think. They give
a mental training that purely technical education can neve
give.

A knowledge of history and literature for example
may never be a practical use in earning one's living; but it
broadens the mind, gives it the ability to think about
problems and decisions in a righteous and a reasonable
way in life, Creates interest in human affairs and progress
and so humanizes and refines the pupil's mind. Such
education (studies) produces not only an, educated but
also acultured person. Thisis true education.

- This lovable Soul united with 'Almighty' on 9th of
022024
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