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Kadavul Temple Kauai - America

Kadavul Temple is the central place of worship at Kauai Aatheenam,
a sprawling monastery on Kauai Island. Built with Tamil architecture
similar to the temples in South India and Sri Lanka, it’s dedicated
to Lord Siva. Every day before sunrise, the resident monks gather

here for a special pusai to Siva. Throughout the day, they take
turns keeping watch over the temple in three-hour shifts, filling ||

the space with chanting, meditation, and spiritual practices. This
continuous devotion, practiced since the temple’s founding in
1973, creates a powerful atmosphere that, like the ancient South
Indian temples, is said to have a transformative effect on visitors.
Within the temple’s principal sanctuary, devotees encounter the
revered deity Siva manifested in two distinct forms. The first is
Natarasar, the cosmic dancer, a representation of Siva’s dynamic
and transformative power. The second manifestation is a remarkable,
naturally occurring crystal Sivalingam, weighing 700 pounds, and
reaching a height of three feet. This temple was not built by a
Tamil but rather Satguru Sivaya Subramuniyaswami (1927-2001).

Satguru Sivaya Subramuniyaswami (1927-2001) was such a
being, a living example of awakening and wisdom, a leader recognized
worldwide as one of Hinduism’s foremost ministers. In the year
1947, at the youthful age of twenty, he embarked upon a voyage
to India and Sri Lanka. Two years thence, he was led by Gnanaguru
Yogar Swamikal (1872-1964), a venerated Sri Lankan Siddha yogi
and devotee of Siva. Gnanaguru Yogar Swamikal himself was widely
regarded as one of the most remarkable mystics of the 20th century.
For over five decades Subramuniyaswami, also known as Gurudeva,
taught Saivam to Saivites and seekers from all faiths. As shown
the incredible work of Satguru Sivaya Subramuniyaswami in
spreading Saivam globally to hundreds of new believers can be
hugely accredited to Gnanaguru Yogar Swamikal.

Yogar Swamikal’s heavy Tamil influence is visible in his immense
dedication and devotion to Thevarams and his constant reciting
of the songs. This influenced Sivaya Subramuniyaswami greatly
and is evident in the Kadavul Temple which is built entirely around
the principles of Saivam and Tamil and the recital of Tamil literature
continues to this day. It is important that we acknowledge the
greatness of this achievement as Saivam and Tamil continues to
survive and grow around the world. Saivite practices such as
pusai(s) are still ongoing at the temple and are conduced frequently.
Gnanaguru Yogar Swamikal has played an important role in the
growth of Saivam and Tamil around the world.

Kadavul Temple in Kauai Island in the USA is a testament to the
power of Tamil and Saivam and serves as a symbol of wonder.
This temple continues to promote and maintain Saiva practices
including the promotion of Thirumuraikal and Saiva Siththantha
Philosophy and should be recognized for its massive role in the
devotion to Lord Siva.
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Miracles of Saiva Saint
Thirugnanasampanthar Swamikal

Thirugnanasampanthar was a Saiva poet/saint, who
lived in the seventh century CE.He is one of the most
prominent saints amongst the 63 Nayanars. Sampathar’s | &
entire collection of hymns about Lord Sivan is called
“Thirukkadaikappu”. These were later collected to form
the first three volumes of the Thirumuraikal — one of
the principle texts for Saiva Sithantham philosophy.

Nedumaran, The king of the Pandiya empire in the
7th century was converted into Jainism. His wife and Chief Minister,
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however, stayed faithful to Sivan. They sent messengers to
Sampanthar, to invite him to re-establish Saivism in the Pandiya
Region.

Sampanthar started his travel to Madurai but Appar tried to
stop him , by saying that the planets were not favourable to him
right now. Sampanthar replied “ the planets would always be
good to the disciples”

Sampanthar sang his KOLARU PATHIGAM to explain his concept
of fate and it goes as follows:

Gauymi CasmailumiBar afilapaniL. HaILaT LOBHE00 Qi SHLaf

LDTFN)] SBISHET HBING LPIRELOMIHABHOT 2 AMNELD LidhH DMBHOTTeD
eTuim) FEisaT aFaiamil YSar aflumpld aaleTeaf Fafiumbil Fai® L Car
ObFM)I HELEVIHEVEV GIAMAIHEVLED [HEDED GIPUIT TaTHS LOHGaI.

Veyuru tholi pangan, Vidamunda kandan, Miga nalla veenai thadavi,
Masaru thingal, kangai mudi mel aninthen, ulame puhuntha athanal,
Nayiru, thingal, chewvai, puthan, viyalan, velli, sani, pambu irandum udane,
Aasaru nalla nalla, avai nalla nalla, adiyar avarkku migave.

In English this translates to, Friend of the lady with Bamboo
like shoulders , God having a neck affected by swallowing poison,
One who plays Veena faultlessly , One who wears the spotless
moon and Ganga on his head, Entered inside my mind and
immediately made Sun, moon, mars, mercury, Jupiter , Venus
Saturn and the two snakes, Cut away desires and are good , they
are good , and are very good to devotees of Siva.

Sampanthar reached Madurai. He went to the temple of Alavai
Annal and prayed to Sivan. The Queen and the Chief Minister
welcomed Sampanthar with devotion and arranged a resort for
him to stay in.

To be continued...
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Everything that we see undergoes change.
It has an origin, existence and decay. The physical
bodies, mental and psychological instruments,
worldly things and the universe experience
these changes. For any change to occur force
or energy is required.

While experiencing these changes, man, at
times, has realized a subtle power or entity
which causes these changes but does not change
by itself. This must be an intelligent and all
powerful Being. It is called God.

Various religions call God by various names.
Saiva religion refers to Him as SIVA or SIVAM.

Perfect Being

The religion of Saivam derived its name from
Sivam. Sivam means the auspicious One or the
perfect Being. He is the ultimate of all virtues,
excellence in love, compassion, wisdom, etc.
He is the Reality Absolute.

The Tamil equivalent of God is Kadavul
(s_ayar). This is made up of two syllables, Kada
(s_) and Ul (=_a7) meaning that which is outside
and inside. Thus He permeates everything
including space. He is all pervasive and
omnipresent.

Irai is another Tamil name for God, suggesting
that He is our lord or king. In the philosophical
term, He is called Pathi meaning lord or head.
Pasu is the name for a soul which has its
limitations. God Siva is, therefore, called
Pasupathi the lord of the souls. Brahmam and
Parabrahmam are names of Siva in Sanskrit.

The Saiva Tamils who realized Siva as the
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perfect being, worshiped him as Siva of the
Tamil land. At the same time they consider him
as the God of all lands. Saint Manikkavasagar
explains this in his Thiruvasagam lines as follows.
ASdTTGaL W FauGar Gummnf
TDTANTLL MTHBSLD Savmanm GuTDH).

Praise to Siva of the Southern land
Praise to God of every land.
Attributes

Our capabilities are impaired by the subtle
entity called Anavam. It is the source of our
ego and ignorance and associated with the soul
as malam or impurity. Siva is free of such malam
and is referred to as Nirmalan, Ninmalan or
Nimalan.

We have various attributes or qualities (gunas)
which make up our psyche. Siva has no such
attributes and hence is called Nirgunan (one
without gunas). However the religious texts
describe Siva with eight attributes. These are
qualities known to the human mind. This helps
us to understand him and perceive him as a
personal God. Also, it becomes easy for the
mind to contemplate on him. (God is referred
as him here for the flow which is not right)

Siva the absolute is formless. He is wisdom
personified. His power or Sakthi is his Grace
or Arul. He is called Param and his Sakthi is
called Parai or ParaSakthi. Like the sun and its
light, Siva and his Sakthi are inseparable. They
are akin to the potential and kinetic state of
one and the same thing.

In his true form,
Siva is Satchidananda
State (Sat-Chit-
Ananda). Sat means
one in existence
(truth). In Saiva/
philosophy Sat is
changeless and does
not undergo
transformation. Chit
is knowledge or
wisdom. Ananda is
bliss. Siva is an

Dr. K. Ganesalingam
Canberra - Australia

embodiment of Truth,

perfect wisdom and bliss. He is beyond sense
perception. Perception of a different kind is
required to see him. This will come only through
his grace which descends on us when we are
spiritually mature. The knowledge required to
see him is called Pathignanam. (uglepmewib)

Act of Siva

Due to his grace or unlimited love, Siva helps
the souls to evolve from their bonded state to
freedom and to enjoy divine bliss. He causes
creation, preservation and dissolution to be
performed by Brahma, Vishnu and Rudra.

Creation involves physical bodies, mental
and psychological faculties and worldly things.
By preservation He helps the souls to gain
experience and knowledge during a particular
period in by dissolution those which were
created transformed into Maya. Birth and death,
according to Saiva philosophy, are only
transformations from one state to another,
from the fine to the gross (from maya to its
products) and vice versa. To these three-fold
activities, obscuration (wepgsev) and conferment
of grace (wy@perev) are added and described as
five-fold activities. In this> preservation includes
obscuration and dissolution includes conferment
of his grace.

Siva, the absolute, in his state of performing
the above functions, is called Pathi (ug). Here,
we should remember that Siva is not one of
the Trimurtis (wLbepisdsar) (Brahma, Vishnu
and Rudra) who belong to Anubksa or group
of spiritually evolved souls.

Form and Formless

According to Saivism, Siva takes three types
of bodies or forms. In his intrinsic state, he is
formless. Itis called Arupa (<y@meurb) state. Out
of his immense love or grace for the souls, he
takes forms. Thus is the Rupa (e (sauLb) state.
In between these two states is the ‘formless-
form’ called ‘Aruparupa’ (ymeymaun) form. In
Saiva Siddhanta philosophy, in his formless
state, he is called Sivam. In his ‘formless-form’
state Sathasivam. In his state with form He is
called Maheswaran.

Out of these three forms, Siva takes nine
manifestations for performing His activity.
Sivagnanasiddhiyar refer to them collectively
as navam tharu pethm. They are Sivam, Sakthi,
Natham and Vindu of arupa form, Sadasivam
of Aruparupa form and Maheswara, Rudra,
Vishnu and Brahma of rupa form.

Sivalingam is symbolic of Sathasivam. In his
Maheswara state Siva takes twenty five
manifested forms called Sivamurthams. These
forms are seen by the Rishi’s in their inner vision
and described in Saiva Agamas. Unlike human
forms, they are formed by the attributes of
Siva’s Grace to help us in our contemplation,
worship and meditation. In whatever form we
worship God, it is Siva with his Sakthi who
confers good to us.
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Kadavul Hindu Temple is a traditional Sri Lankan style Siva temple. It
is the spiritual nucleus of Kauai Aadheenam, a 382-acre monastery/
temple complex also known as Kauai's Hindu Monastery. Kadavul is
the Natarasar temple, established in 1973, where the monks worship
and meditate together each morning. There is a sixteen-ton Nandi
i bull who worships Siva day and night from his pavilion out front.

*’fﬂﬁ" ‘a.a 1 4‘5{-‘ .""‘r...

Kauai Adheenam USA Newly Built Iraivan Temple

Supreme God Siva is enshrined in the main sanctum in the form of Natarasar and a crystal Sivalingam. In front of Siva’s
sanctum is a 700-pound, 3-foot-tall, naturally formed crystal Sivalingam (among the largest known Padika Suyambu lingams
in the world) was consecrated recently inside the monastery, has now become the primary image of worship in the hand-
carved white granite Iraivan Temple.
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Satguru Sivaya Subramuniyaswamikal

Once in a while on this Earth there arises a
soul who, by living his tradition rightly and
wholly, perfects his path and becomes a light
to the world. Satguru Sivaya Subramuniyaswami
(1927-2001) was such a being, a living example
of awakening and wisdom, a leader recognized
worldwide as one of Hinduism’s foremost
ministers. In 1947, as a young man of 20, he
journeyed to India and Sri Lanka and two years
later was initiated into sannyasa by the renowned
siddha yogi and worshiper of Siva, Gnanaguru
Yogaswami (1872—1964) of Sri Lanka, regarded
as one of the 20th century’s most remarkable
mystics.

For over five decades Subramuniyaswami,
affectionately known as Gurudeva, taught
Hinduism to Hindus and seekers from all faiths.
In the line of successorship, he was the 162nd
Jagadacharya of the Nandinatha Sampradaya’s
Kailasa Parampara and Guru Mahasannidhanam
of Kauai Aadheenam (also known as Kauai’s
Hindu Monastery), a 382-acre temple-monastery

Sivakan, a 7 year old kid, was playing outside
with his friends. One of his friends was confused
on why God would create such small fruits on
such a big tree. However one of these tiny fruits
fell from the tree and fell on his head This made
Sivakan’s friend say “The creator must have
been very thoughtful of such seemingly
insignificant things! Now | can accept the
necessity of an intelligent, independent creator
of things in this world.”

On listening to our friend’s personal experience
under the banyan tree we too rushed there
with great reverence. Each one of us felt as if
we ourselves personally experienced our friend’s
insight. All of us unanimously agreed that it is
indeed the ‘bodhi tree - tree of enlightenment’.

| recalled our teacher explaining about
pramana (Alavai) - authentic means of knowledge
or standard scale with which the nature of any
particular thing can be established. They are
perception, inference and scriptures.

Perception (Kaadchi Alavai): Means knowledge
of an object by direct experience through our
instruments of knowledge is called Kaadchi
Alavai. Here in the conversation above, the
knowledge of the toy aero-plane took place
by direct perception of it.

Inference (Karuthal Alavai): Means by which
the cause is inferred from the information

complex on Hawaii’s Garden Island. From this
verdant Polynesian ashram on a river bank near
the foot of an extinct volcano, Gurudeva’s
successor, Satguru Bodhinatha Veylanswami,
and the monastics live their cherished vision,
following a contemplative and joyous existence,
building a jewel-like white granite Siva temple,
meditating together in the hours before dawn,
then working, while rainbows fill the sky, to
promote Hinduism.

Gurudeva was lauded as one of the strictest
and most traditional gurus in the world. His
Hindu Church nurtures its membership and
local missions on five continents. His educational
institution, Himalayan Academy serves, personally
and through its Hinduism Today magazine,
books, courses and travel/study programs,
serious seekers and Hindus of all denominations.
Gurudeva’s mission, received from his satguru,
was to protect, preserve and promote the Saivite
Hindu religion as expressed through its three
pillars: temples, satgurus and scripture. That

Existence of the Lord Almlghty (Pathi)

sge

available for perception is called Karuthal Alavai.
The knowledge of the picture of The Mahatma
with his spinning wheel’ being a photograph,
in the earlier discussion was arrived at by
inference.

Scriptures (Agama/Nool Alavai): Means of
knowledge wherein the statements of experiences
of great masters, sages and saints, authentically

An ascetic disciple of Jaffna Siva Yogar Swamlkal

mission is now carried forward by his monastic
and family communities. The congregation of
Saiva Siddhanta Church is a global fellowship
of family initiates, monastics and students who
follow the sadhana marga, the path of inner
effort, yogic striving and personal transformation.
Missionaries and teachers within the family
membership provide counseling and classes
in Saivism for children, youth and adults.

recorded is called as Agama or Nool Alavai.
The knowledge of the ‘picture of Lord Muruga’
being a painting was established through
authentic recording of the painter on the painting
itself.

Each of the above mentioned three objects
was made or created by someone. Similarly
the mountain, river, plants and so on must have
a creator who had created them.

The three incidents described about the
lablab creeper, kittens and the old lady indicated
that each one had three states of existence
namely, appearance,
disappearance (birth, living and death).

These changes must have been affected by
a controller. That same controller, being
intelligent, created tiny fruits on the banyan
tree, and huge pumpkins on the fragile creeper,
knowing very well what to be borne by which
plant and their outcomes. Therefore He alone
is the all-knowing Lord Almighty (Muthalvan).
Hence we unanimously ascertained the existence
of the Lord Almighty and that ‘even an atom
cannot move without His presence’.

Saiva Philosophy Reference: The takeaway
of this story is that authentic means of knowledge
can be established through the tools of
perception, inference and scriptures.

sustenance and
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