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PREFACE

It is traditional for the mother, in a
Hindu heme, to build the foundation of the
childrens knowledge in national culture and
religious worship. It has been so with all
of us.

Now with families seeking residences
in foreign lands, the environment needed for
such build up - is not there; mothers now find
it difficult to provide such basic background
to the young dear ones. They would grow to
be a generation of strangers to Hinduism and
even to Tamil, their mother iongue.

With a view to assisting the much harassed
mother in her task, which incidentally is her

traditional obligation, this compilation has been
prepared.

On'y those songs that are being recited
at home are included, doubtless there are several
others which are even better.

Some explanatary notes have been added
to provide necessary perspective and to promgie
interest in what is being recited.

With these and other manthiras from the
mother, the child would one day seek for more.
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Hinduism

s

Hinduism is a way of life. It is the
oldest living religion today. Excavations at
Mohenja Daro and Harappa have revealed
worship of Siva and Sakthi, centuries before
history.

Among the Hindus, there are Saivaites
Vaishnavites and  Sakthivaites. Saivaites
are those who worship Lord Shiva and accept
the Agamas. Worship can be in the home
or at a common place such as the temple.

The Vedas, Upanishads, dharmashastras
and the epics provide foundation knowledge.
Puranic Stories and devotional hymans of the
saints form the Hindu Scriptures.

As Hinduism is a way of life, it is not
limited by any special creed or dogma. It
therefore accepts all other religions.

| The Hindu temple is planned in the
pattern of the human “body’’. The garba-
graha corresponds to the head, artha - man-
dapa to the neck, maha - mandapa to the
chest etc; with the temple gopura correspon-
ding to th:s feet and the toes.

The deities in the temples are not
realistic images of human figures, they are
idealized symbolic representations of the
various aspects of the Divine, experienced by
devotees right through the history of Hinduism,
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Ganesh Worship

Ganesh is invoked before commencing
any undertaking. Even the Brahmin priest
does a Pillaiyar Poojah before perfor-
ming the temple poojahs. His blessings are
traditionally beleived to ward off all obstacles.
Hence he is Vignesvarar; he is also Pillaiyar
as he is always a child.

Ganesh worship is very simple. Breaking
a coconut, chanting AUM, and writing the
sign @ before commencing a letter are
all forms of imvocation to Ganesh. He is
all wisdom and knowledge and is Vinayagar

or Ganapathy. His form is symbolic
representation of gub. -

amprust GzmskH b
puslars DUSSITHF QUSITTE
~ um afiom b
uf sCawe o sCaws yF sGors |
— [T Goi LDIT LD
ey &&Saflp Spill wrsp
Qevesmenfly QummQ@arewr Quef Geir wp Hmy s

sanan s oL wCsmi seaflhm wTEps
LetenTeyelr wegiy Uswils GumpDpiumid.,



nETTEDy 4 gromsromy

dyws symeemn Qararlly sfwg
iy Gesr® sersy wflu® el
sy sarus agamalarar w@Gsrent.
o aferr wuieveusd ewewgpmm wiewpCuw.

KT BT HID K600 [BIT B Lb

FeWeUT USTLD HGWT BT HLD { & &wor )}
945 eFTWS &ewT HIT SHLb '

P55 pmws &6 BT SLb (s )
umie s 4ysoib &6 BT Sib _

w58 Irsnws sermmsid { Sewr )
epafls aUTEaT ST BT LD -
CGurgs anevsgm S pmTELD ( sewr )
Heullar Csgmups seawpmsib

Beusewr aupSs G sm s (& awar )
FTeRTLD & [ v Lh BB p ST _

FTAUNT LN S GUT Sewiaum { & oo )

ABTws 5\, ULE L

WES GO Blewpaesl LD L_eued Quird

S sMupseir 919G nf?
SLPGL syuart 4S5 gyempLai

- &HUSLD eTew e &519.C 5@ LD

g S WHWIpLb ey &S YT eir e

wHLUTE Sgeryw LD & WIT Gt
wsGor suuld plowr 2 & 510 L) alew

WL_L_ILD WeViT A&T® i 5wl 3au Jeor



=
pSs el wpHu® Sifls el

QHuL. eTapSu wp s Gour Gaw
apLiyoid eTAF s 25D 916w my Hib
- FFgury. el 9B ST
I SHw rH@asr® &I 97 welu®w
 QUILSTLD 9] & avfl v L @uwrs
GG D LO&EHLGT YER M P15
9| &EHGUT  LDGUYT LD (15 GIT QupomGar.
(1 emiA)

dBrTusT Symausy

Fxs sorud QbE5T WMTLILLD

LUTHF Dby UNQ)MFE LTL

Qumrer SywF EHTEID L bH% @TemnL_ujb
aueTear WmmHY euaTThaLp D&DIIuLs,
Cueny ewudgyd Gu@burgs GsT@,

CGeurp @psaptdh elearmit 585 STTIpLd;
D|@HF STUPLD YW GHF UTF LD
Creydd Guysmeam. Bo Guweflyib
BAGT M) GUTU{LD BTGB LjuepLd
QLGT @ ST LD (P GEF Feu@BLD

@rean® el @GomgLuredr @b
Braw_gpu yfmre Sadpmefl wmigyb
Glem UGB SL_bS  SHuw Awuigh @hTew
QDY plerp FHUsSE FeaflSm!
QLo HSmL apefs aurger!



—6 —

Queurep G s o= Q@mmer Doumsr iy &
ST THESS ELel idy) g,@‘@ﬂ
wrwry 9ped wwsshd JYDS5PS ‘
Smsbu wsins AswHss AseAuTH
QumrmssCar b o 56T oars Bl D L5550
Gmauy UTHS Gk %ot e

Sray eusns Hphs Gura@earar
ITLT uaEsTar WwHhHEAZHE Hhalls
Barmr wysssrH Q&T® A &0 555
pa L 2uldssd yslgLusr WFaildy

Qsell L ms @57 S Qsafllwmunl &TLi.
#nLDLJGUGHT  mGhT dauT YL-GGLD 2.LITWLD
@)L m & (1 %uol LAGET @)l D gard & oM
s@eisdr @BEGD $®55%r 2pas(g)
Queldsr sl D55 B 5455

SQT®m FTHGH 5SS & (o]
waQur@ ape Plar wwEsD S50
e g amule @b DTS STV '
DYNVG; SHEA ITL_LILISIE SITL_tg.
@ SIS SEGE By

Cuw PpsHL Guésomr wpsts
@95 sfvulsr Tps 50 oS SIS
gon_udm FLpZaTs SUTRUPH &STL_L.
eLpGir myLoGtr L6V G 6o 1pL1g.w ST et Gor
prar@mpup wmibifeh 5 76l oGO S BH

G wgellnH &nlyu YFLs
deanr@Lqp wipHre Gaellur. 2.&F g
PVT BT SB6w paut (P HeTdVs



LR

FTQMS GTPLI LM sm&s50 505
s Hyd HPS55H Qussipd

GUPS FETWGH GETSDHUEH &
QevL_des &g sFdar FRTC® 15)%ev uy1b
oL ) FESTSFE 2 pLIDUYB ST 19.&
FRTUPE STVWPEH FHTWPTF BHFUPLD
srarpas s QelQgars Smefll

yflwl. smwib yaou. TarES5s5
QsMowr® Doy s isars u@ssHS
a s Dl h suTew amuid STy

Qu59 @59 @aNdsms s

crendem oMels Qserdsmer OFul g
apetr & el uller (p Hhvd &t (53 &%
UTE@LD LarIpd QDT 5@ euiD

B55P 3w erew par Apmg G gafl G g
@merQeuefl Wrer®s Csmerpl. ‘oloerer
AGITSBL YIESS sSSP Qsailudd
vl wWeor yearp byl Sl |
savad s%rsCs Iymerarfl sTL_ys
55558 aarGer FaTHaum &STIL_YF
5555 eyarGer Heudlash ST
Syl nH ST YUIUT &Y% SULITOTUIS
seRIp H BT D HHDLGTISOT HTL 14 *
Cau_qptb Bmb alariis B oys5s
AU S QSTETL_IT SGLPTH FN-GT Fal_'g.
QYCHFS ST SDeT HLb@UT BT G 6w dowr
@ @B Hlvwm olse s

5 SGI BIOVU G &b oSO uIT eI L

N6 58! alpmws! agsHpaw &Fser.

' (aTmen)

_..e__



Buveivar
Auveiyar means the «alderly lady’’. This

poetess lived during the period of the
Tamil Sangam. Her patron deity was Ganssh.
Her work ¢Vinayager Akaval” contains ths
essence of Ganesh worship. Her two books
of moral aphorisms are Artisudi and Konrai-
Venthan. In these, the lines are in alpha-
betical order. They are of great beauty in
wisdom and brevity.
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Saraswathy Worship

e e e

Saraswathy is the goddess of ari, culture
and learning. She is Brahma - Sakthi. She
is pictured holding in her hands the beok of
the Vedas signifying knowledge and garland of
beads for sadhana or practice of art and
culture. The Veena of celestial strings, from
which originate all naadam (meammgfuh
sounds) are borne by Her other arms. She is
draped in white garment. -
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Saraswathy Poojah

W

Saraswathy poojah is observed during
the last three nights of the nine day nava-
rathiri observances of sakthi worship for the
adoration of Devi. The observance is carried
out with poejah ceremonies to Saraswathy,
singing her invocations and reciting in parti-
cular “Sakala Kala Vallimalai” poems of
Kumara Guru.

At the grand poojah, on the last night,
it is usual to place at the poojah table books
of current studies, art and craft implements,
musical instruments and other professional
acessaries. At the prayers, Saraswathy’s
blessings are invoked for the acquisition of
skill and proficiency with these. Hence it 1s
also known as *‘‘Ayudha Poojah’’.
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$hiva Wership
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Siva or Mahadev is represented in two
forms. The Linga is an ancient mystic SymboE
and is usually installed permanently in the
Garba Graha or the inner temple.

The other form which is taken out dur-

ing festivals is human in appearance; every
aspect of it bears a symbohc representation.
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The Sixty thrae Nayanmars

e

Several persons upheld the principies
of Hinduism: tradition has however counied
sixty three nayaomars as prominent leaders.
They are from different waiks of hife. The
earliest was an Ammaiyar from Karaikkal
Nandan was an untouchable from Adanur.
sicutondar was an army general; thepn there
was a dhoby etc. The formost of all the
sixty three were Apper, Sampanthar, Sundaar
and Mianickavasagar. They have composed
several songs, known as  thevarams aboud
l.ord Shiva and the Shivao Kovils they visiied.



— 16 -

Sekilar, himself a poet, has composed in
verse the life story of all the sixty three
nayanmars. The work was namsd Thiru
Thondar Puranam and is now known as
Periya Puranam. The lord inspired him
with the following inaugeral verse.
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Thirunavatkarasar (Apper)

Thirunavatkaraser lived in the sixth -
century, in Tiruvanur in South India, for
81 years. He was foadly called Apper due
to his old age. He had to undergo much suf-
fering in the hands of the Jains; he over-
came all due to his staunch faith in Lord
Shiva. He visited several Shiva Shrines and
composed a pathigam of thevaram psalms
in praise of each of them:.,
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Apper was once cast inte a burning I me
kiln; because of his devout faith in Lord
Shiva, he did not get burnt, nor did he even
feel the heat. He only felt a gentle cool
_ breeze, in the shadow of the Leords feet.
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Sampanther

Thirugnana Sampanther was blessed by
Parvathi Ammaiyar even when he was a
small child of three years. The child was
carried from temple to temple by his fond
father: he composed thevaram songs about
all the shrines he visited. He lived during
the time of Apper.
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The saint demonstrated that to those

who have faith in the Loerd everyday is au
auspicious day, with the following:
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Thiruketheeswaram

NI

Thiruketheeswaram is the most ancien
sthala in Sri Lanka: here Kethu Bahavan
obtained darshan of Lord Iswara by perfor-
ming thapas. Mandothari, queen of Emporer
Ravana, worshipped the Lord here. Matoddam
the settlement, was a sea port of Lanka and
Rl




well known to the mediaeval world. Hete

Chola and Pandiya Kings built temples for
Lord Iswara. The Saiva Saints Sampanther
and Suntharat have composed thevaram songs
about this sthala. A grand temple for
Ketheeswara Nath and Gowri Ammai is now

being built there.
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Koneswaram
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An ancient sthala frequented by Ravana
is Koneswaram at Trincomlaee. A grand
temple was built there in the fifth century
by Kulakoddan for worship of Kon. Iswara
and Mathummai Ammai. Saint Sampanthar
has composed hymns in praise of the deity
and the sthala. The temple has been
restored and rebuilt in 1963.
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Sunderar

Sunderar was born of a peer Brahmin
family; he distinguished himself and was
brought up by a rich person. At the age
of 16, he decided to serve Lord Shiva. He
made pilgrimages to Shivan Temples and
the places of abode of the Saiva Nayanmars.

He gathered details of the lives of the saiva
saints and composed their first history,
which was dater amplified by Nambi
Andar Nambi. To him the Lord was his
friend and companion.
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His composition concerning the life
history of the 62 saiva saints commences
with ¢ _
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Manikka Vasager (Manikker)
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Manikka Vasager was a saint of eminence
who lived in the ninth century. Even asa
youth bhe was a distinguished scholar.
He wom recognition = by the king, who
made him a minister of state. How-
ever, when sent on a commission to buy horses
for the king, he built a temple at Thiru-
perumthurai. The king was annoyed and
imprisoned him. It was then that Vaihai
river rose in spate, -
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The Siva puranam contains: salutations,
introduction, his embodiments, he finds the
Master Siva’s five operations, His Grace
enlightens the humans, praises and passio-
nate invocations. | |
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The Dance of Shiva

W“

The divine Dance of Shiva took place
to confute the heretic rishis of Taragam
forest. The event is annually observed on

Thiruvathurai morning at Chidamparam.
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The dance is depicted in the Nadaraja
Form. It is exuberant with rhythm and
energy. Creation, the basic theme, arises from
the drum held in one hand: the other hand
of hope shows protection and fire shows

destruction.

The braided locks, with the figure of
Ganga, the hooded cobra, the cassia garland,
the skull of Brahma the different earrings of
.a dual Siva and Sakthi personable are all
generaly associated with Shiva, the Lord of

the Universe.

The Nadarajah Form appeals to the
philosopher, the lover and the artist of all
ages and all countries.
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The Maidens’ Song of the Dawning
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The nine day festival season occurs
during the rainy month of December —
Janpuary in the temples of the city of
Arunachalam. It is a traditional custom
for maidens of the city to rise before
dawn, perambulate arousing their compani-
ons from house to house and proceed to
bathe in the river. The refrain at the end
of each verse requests the fair lady to arise
s elorembavai’’ from her slumbers. The
allusion is also to the awakening of the soul.
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Early in the morning of the tenth day is
the Markaly Thiruvathurai festival and
darshan of Nadaraj - the Dance of Shiva.
The observances are particularly auspicious
at Chidamparam Temple in 8. India and
~at Karainagar Shivan Temple im Sri Lanka.
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Vanthi and Vaikai Floods
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It was the day of the Floods. Vaikai
Aru (river) was in spate and the city of
Mathurai was in danger. The Pandya King
ordered every citizen to carry earth to
strengthen the river dike.

Vanthi was a poor old woman who lived
by the river bank She prepares Piddu
(breakfast food oi i.ce flour) for sales. She
had no help to carry earth, so she prayed
to Lord Siva.

Very soon a worker, dressed in rags
appeared. He agreed to do her share of
the earthwork if she would give him the
piddu that fell loose from the piddu kulal
imould). But more and more piddu became
loose. So he ate and he ate and he danced
about without doing the werk. He was
taken before the king who ordered that
he should be punished. But everytime he
was caned the blow fell on the King and
everyone wondered. The King realised that
this was retribution by the Lord because
he had put in prison Saint Manikka Vasager.
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He had him released at omce. Manikker
went about free singing more Thiruvasaga
hymns in praise -of the Lord.

| The saint’s life is well summarised by
himself in the following.
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~ Very interesting stories of the sacred
sport of Lord Shiva are found inthe Thairu
Villaiyadal Puranam. |



Worship of Devi
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Devi is depicted as Uma, Parvati and
Bhavani. The divine consort of Shiva is
Sivakami at Chidamparam, Meenadshi at
Mathurai and Gowri at Thiruketheeswaram.
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Apirami Devi rtescued a devotee from
the kings wrath by flinging her earring to
shine like the moon. His composition is
known Apraimi Anthtahi.
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Navarathiri Observances

The nine day special adoration of Devi
commences after the new moon day of the
month of Puraddasi (Sept - Oct). The first
three mnights, Sakthi is invoked as Devl szha
Kali or Durgha, who cieanses everything
that is impure. Maha Luxmi who Is invoked
during the next three nights bestows health
‘wealth and prosperity. The last taree nights
are devoted to Saraswathy Poojah describeld
earlier.

On the morning of the tenth day 1t 1s
customary to have the ceremonial inaugaration
of new skills, such as Vidya arampam.
Infants are taught letters, children commence
music lessons and adults comneace DoV
undertakings.
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Vishnu Worship
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| Vaishnavaism or worship of Sri Vishau
is more widely prevalent in India than in
Sti Lanka. Sri Krishna and Sri Rama are
among the incarnations of Sri Vishnu. Like
the Saiva Nayanmars saints, alwars are Vaish-
navaite saints. They have composed several
hymns and songs in the name of Vishnu.

Vallipuram Temple near Pt. Pedro and
Ponnalayam Temple near Moolai are promi-
nent Vishnu Sthalams in Jaffna. These have
been in existence from ancient times.

Andal, an adopted daughter of a dis-
tinguished Vaishnavaite saint Periya Alwar
(815 — 840) won the Lords grace by making
garlands for Him daily. She became a great
devotee of Lord Vishnu. Her compositions
are Thiru Molli and Thiruppavai - Fullmoon
day of the month of Markali (Dec-Jany)
1s ear marked for observances on her name,
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The Monkey with the burning tail

eV PARAARRE=== .

The Ramayana, an ancient epic, narrates
the story of the Demon King Ra ana carrying
off Sita Devi, Sri Rama’s Queen. Sita was
held captive in Asoka Vana, believed to have
been in the vicinity of Hakgala Botanical
Gardens of today mnear Nuwara-Eliya. Poor
Sita was very sad and she cried often. She
would offer pujah (worship) daily in the
rame of Ramachandra with Sita — mal
tlowers which is found to flourish in Hak-
gala area even today. |

Hanuman, an impish monkey, leader of
the Vanaras was sent as an emissary to Lanka—
pura. He challenged Ravana and his Yakshas.
They got angry and wrapped Hanumans’
tail with cloth and set it oan fire. Hanu-
man had divine powers trom Sri Rama.

He did not feel the burning but went
about setting on fire everything that could
ovurn in Ravana’s kingdom.

At last, he immersed his burning tail
in a lake, which is now known as Hanuman
Thirtham near Batticaloa. There thousands
of pilgrims gather annually on Mamangam
day in the month of Masi (Feb). Below are
song's to invoke Sri Rama blessings.
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Two compositions that are always recited
at Mahatma Gandhv’s prayer meetings are:—
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Weorship of Skanda

‘Worship of Skanda or Murugan has come
to us from ancient days like worship of
Shiva. An aucient literary composition of
the Tamil Sangam period, called Nakkirer’s
Thirumurukattupadai extolls the worship of
Thiru Murugan. It may have been originally
a cult of the hill tribes. It now holds
sway in South India and Sri Lanka. [t 1s
not known in North India.

Skanda Pufana narrates the story of
Skanda or Sri Murugan.

The Kandaswamy Kovil at Nallur Jaffna
is a popular Murugan temple and Kataragama
a popular place of Muruga worship in Sri
Lanka. He is the ruling deity in the Kali
Yuga and grants boons readily to  pious
devotees. He is known by Several names
viz Karthigeya, Subramaniya, Saravanapava
Shanmuga, Guha etc.

The Tamils consider him the guardian
of their, race language and literature. Kandat
puranam is a Tamil religious epic which
narrates the story of Murugan.
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Kataragama

Kataragama is a jungle shrine in South
Sri Lanka. Thousands of Hindu and Budhist
devotees flock to this place for obeisence to
the God (Deiyo) of Kataragama.

In the chief shrine there is no figure
or image for worship. The Kapurala how-
cver cairies something precious on the
elephant’s back during the Perahera festival.
It is believed to be a casket containing
a manfra inscribed plate. (Yantra)

The place has a strong religious atmos-
phere.
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Once Narada is said to have given a
mango fruit to Lord Siva; it was to be
siven to the one who went round the Uni-
verse first. So Muruga mounted his flying
seacock and flew away as swiit as the wind.
Whereas Ganesh, who can only move
slowly, circumambulated His parents Lord Stva
and Parvathi Devi and claimed the mango
Murugan returned tired after flying right
round only to find his elder brother aiready
munching the mango. In a fit ot anger he
cast away his garments and left Mt Kailash
to Palani Hills; there he can be seen
today clad only in a piece of cloth.
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Thayumanaver

e O

Thayumanaver- (1608 — 1664) was a poet
and philosopher ascetic.  He lived in Trichino-
. poly. Giving up hving in the Queen’s Court
he became an asceticc. He has composed
many songs. His works show a fusion of
vedanta philosophy and sidhandha learnings,
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Ramalinga Swamigal
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Ramalinga Swamigal carried Thayuma-
naver’s philosophy further. He conceived
God as Light (Jothi) and Love (Arul). His
compositions are called Arulpa. He was a

contemperoary of Sri Ram akrishna Prama -
hamsa and Sri Arumuga Navalar.
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Yoga Swamigal

Yoga Swamigal (1872 — 1964) lived in
Yaffna and was a disciple of Chellapah

gwamy. He was a great mystic and a highly
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developed personality. He was sought after
by many persons in and outside Jaffna.

In his compositions he gives his Guru’s
teachings, requests all to worship at Nallur
Kandaswamy temple and to examine one’s
inward personality.
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Appendix
Some observances of the Hindus

NSV VY G A R Ve T Ve

Thai Pongal

Is observed on the first day of the Tamil
month of Thai, when the sun enters Zodiac
sign magara; it symbolises the end of the
rainy season and the commencement of the
bright warm days. The first harvest of rice
is brought home and ceremoniously boiled with
festivity. 1he childrenenjoy themselves lighting
crackers etc. Concerts are hzld as Pongal vila
(festival).

Maha Sivarathiri Night

This festival is observed in the month ef
Feb / March.

Auspicious as Lord Shiva revealed Himself
during the third watch of the night as Lingo-
tsava moorthy for worship by His devotees.
It 1s Lord Siva’s night and Hindus congregate
at Shivan lemples. In Sri Lanka thousands.
of devotees assemble at Thituketheeswaram.

Hindu New year
The New year of the Hindus commences
when the sun enters medam, the first of **



R §

heavenly rasis; this occurs about mid April
each year, Befiting the-first day of an year
worship at the temple, visits to elders and
relatives and general relaxation is observed.
youths spend the day holding games, contests
ete. A contest in breaking coconuts is a tradi-
tional custom. The head of the family gives
cash presents to the Juniors,

Vaikasi Visaham

The full moon day in the month of vaikasi
(may — june) is auspicious for worship of
Murugan.

The Devas were psrsecuted by the asuras;
they complained of the cruelties to Lord Shiva.
As he was roused, six sparks emanated from -
his third eye; these alighted on the waters of
Qaravana Poikai (Lake) and became six infants.
Mother Parvathi embrased them all. They
became one Divine child gifted to perform
six different functions.

Kantha - Shashdi

The six days that follow the new moon
day in the month of Ayppasi ( October -
November ) are devoted to the observance
of Kantha—-Shashdi, culminating with Sooran
Pore (War).
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The Divine child who emanated on
Vaikasi Visaham day soon set aoout his life
task of releasing the Devas from oppression
Murugan or Skanda, observing thapas for
five days obtained the all powerful lance—
the Vel. With this he defeated the asuras
and releived the Devas.

Indira, King of the Devas gave his
daughter Deva - yani as divine consort to
Skanda.

The Veddas at Kataragama respect Skan-
da’s other consort Valli as their kin.

Sooran Pore is really a conquest of
evil forces by good (divihe) ones,

Deepa - Vali

» Deepa-Vali day or the festival of lighs,
accur in the month of Ayppasi (October —
November ).

It commemorates, according to legends,
the event of the destruction of a wicked
Naraga Asuran by Vishnu Sakthi- Sathiya -
bhama. Sakthi, force or energy frees the
universe of gloom and evil. The day is
celeberated by adorning new garments etc.
The festivities are partzcular]y lavishly observed

in North India.
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Thiru karthigai Vilakheedu

. This festival is observed on full moon day
in the month of Karthigai ( November —
December). It was fixed for celeberating

the revelation of Lord Shiva as a  pillar
of light; the event itself  however
took place on Maha Sivarathiri night at
Annamalai Hills in South India.

Lights are lit at all places during the
night. It is celeberated in all bomes
(Sarvalaya — Deepam)  and in all temples
(Kumaralayam). It has an esotaric Significance,
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