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BATTICALOA has been in the news in e weeks. '?ﬂm_‘;—embe"’d‘:
struck by 2 gale,a (mini-cyclone), and the consequentia’floods Eouse
:‘;?a't de?; c? damage.. The Mipister of Educaticn Mr. Badiuddin Mzhmud,
& ho hails from Gampola and was married in Puttalam, has been e e

Chief SLFP Organiser for Bateicaloa. This has naturally arcused speculation

a5 to whether hewill run for one of the seats inthe area or for oneof thetwo-

member Batticaloa seats? In the past, Bateicaloa had returned one Musiim
e one Tamil, but in 1970 through certain fortuitous circumstances tWo
Tamils were returned: one Was a nominee of the Federa! Party a_nd‘ the other
is now a staunch SLFPer. Mr. Raian Selvanzyakam is the Pclitica Autt:lorlp?(l
for Batiicaloz 2nd there is also speculaticn 2s to whether Mr. Mahr?qu \gl
supersede him. At the moment, Mp. Mahmud is an Appointed I:-m |;u"!
of Parliament and unless he is able to win aseatat the next elections he W‘:s
have to g0 cut of parliameniary poligics. But,it is not the cyclol?g or :he
parachuting of My, Mahmud into the area that prompted Ls 10 € 005;. [e
aerial view of the Batticaloa Fort as the picture for the Cover this c\lﬂee - 01;
ic known that the Dutch-built fore at B_attha’loa. Was mthe_ ang?rth
crumbling through neglect. It is surprising why such a tre.“fis‘uf: 1; ‘e i:
Dutch period in Sri Lanka s:hould Dot have been better cared for, lnm o
our hope that something will be dene to preserve this as a nationa duabl
ment. It is unfortunate that, for a too lcrg peried, our _underszan e
dislike for colonialism and the colonial rulers_ has i ;;_du,ce . manl}:
of us to destroy some of the best things of the colonial era el‘-‘-!'lﬁ‘-l':;I ,1'01;3“
Wilul ~cts or wanton neglect. Sri Lenka is now deeply em.rench: in:: ei”
sovereignty and independence 1@ be inhibited b\ét_lu_a thoughts of t -_ab 11t 23 .
ties of the colonic! era. The Dutch, like the | ritish, have metr\auclI 5
great aealto whatisnow the Sri Lanka way of life. Our furnitile hn o
contemporary architecture have been greatly inﬂuenced-by_ the Dute S
Sri Lanka cuisne owes a great to Dutch ingenusty and resourcefulness 51 c t;
making of curries, sambols and the l1ke. The Dutch-introduced Romen Ql i"-| :
Law is still one of the cornier-stones of our legal system. The DutdLeh}-‘-d
straight roads and durable forts. And last, but not least, th.e}! lefr be li_llt :
the outstanding Duteh Burgher community, and althcugh tag vast .I‘_ﬂ‘c‘-éor_ i
of them have left this country undef the hammer-blows of lnulgs}‘tclzu-
fnfantsle nationalism, there is no doubr that the best of the Sri Lankan 1en :‘
lese apd Tamils have much of the Dutch ethos ingrained in thelr r;lrrg :
and spi"ritual make-up. From Dutch times to the present 15 no x‘ioubt g fthin }i
Many pecple, today, seem 1o need far more Dutch courage than earf‘ler to ?1 tin‘iz'
There is another important point of difference. Today, unlike in Dutc Byl
this country hos a surfeit of trade unjons ond an averdoze of strikes, go-slows
and wark-to-rule campaigns. It was only on Monday, January 17, that ene S'r
the major strike campaigns in recent times ended, :‘_ng!orwwly for tie trade
anions which had called for a General Strike, but glorietsly for the GD\-’G:‘H_I?’IEJR
which had combined tough regulations with scft handling of even recd c:.:lan:
elements. Very wisely, the Government had extended the deadline two g qil‘(t.hre;:.
times until the point when it was clear to everybody that the General : !trf_ e ?r
fizzled out and this enabled all strikers o report for work without violating t ;
Essential Services Order. There is no doubt that it was 4d palitically-motivate
strike from the very start (at least on this point the government prqpaga?f‘ﬂ asig 6
waos not far removed from reality). The demand for the staggerng ;‘-‘ i«
festival advance was intended to proveke the Government inta d sustained “no”,
but even after the Government had conceded it in two stages. the strikgfhwere
continued on the specious plea that the Government must negotiate with the
<trikers even to grant what they wanted. The strike was, thereafter, c_ontmuled
on this rather academic question whether the Government must negotiate with
<trikets under all circumstances (even the LSSP when in the qu_emment had
refused to regotiate with strikers), and this was considered sufficient a ground
for @ General Strike. It did not take long for the ordinary man to realise that
the strike movement was only intended to enable the LSSP (dand the UNP—Ivyfﬁz
the CP tailing  behind) to spedk to the SLFP from positicns
of strength. Even among the trade unions there was not much enthusiasm 'for
the strike. There was universal resentment among the public at {arge against
the strikes which had caused hardships, shortages and difﬁcuitigs in urban aqd
rural areas. Without populdr mass support any General Strike ~ must. fail.
And this General Strike tao failed miserably. The initial success in th‘.:; Rm!wqys
had created a false impression gmong some people that a general revolutio-
nary’’ situation had arisen and that a General Strike wouid enabie the orga-
nissed working class to compel the Government to do its iaxlddmg. 2 lt“;s_ time
that our trade union ptndits and ideologues realised that revolutions’ do not
await them around every corner.
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‘Dee.:23' — Jan. '8
A DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA AND THE WORLD

COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS
' PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; COM—Ceylon Daily Mirror-
co—ciy]m Obseryer; ST—Sunday Times: DM—Dipa:
mina: LD—Lankadipa: VK—Virakesapi: ATH—Aththa;
SM—Silumina: SLD—Sri Lankadipa; |D—Jlanadina.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23: The Fire Chief has

asserted that the blaze =t the Weaving Supplies Cor-
poration;was no accidentithat this fire which destroyed
the supply of synthetic materizl for distribution in the
first quarter of ‘.9-77 was reported to have beer brought
under. control yesterday—CDN. Arab countries wil|
sopn step up their purchase of traditicnal and non-
traditional items from Sri Lznk2 to cushien the effect
of the oil price hike from January—CDN. The Govern-
ment yesterday decided to grant 2n increased festival
advance of Rs. 200 to 2!l nop-executive grades in the
public service in view of the increased cost of schoal
textbooks and textiles—CDN. Trzin services to 2nd from
Colombo were parajysed as a large number of railway
employess came out on strike yesterday demanding
a festival advance of Rs. 500—CDM. The secret talks
held between the SLFP and Chelvanayakam will be
out in the open soon says Dharmalingam MP for Uduvil,
Mr. - Bernard Soys2 apd Mr. Colvin R. de Silya said that
they ‘are not against MP’s getting 2 pension but they
ask why 2 worker has to serve 10 years ip order to get
2 pension, and why MP's should have it so casy. Besides
Ministers who have made many mistakes should not be
entitled to 2 pension—/D. The price of oil will rot be
increased—ATH. Mr. J. R. Jayewardene has said that
if the UNP comes tO power the capital will shift to
Kotte—SLDP, A. Thiagaraja, MP for Vaddukoddai said
that the government could solve the problems of the
Tamil people through talks with the leaders of the
TULF. Though the doctoars held talks with the minister
of health the worlk-to-rule contimtes—VK.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24: The rail strike causes Rs.
I miilion loss a day, according to the rzilway sources.
Train services which were disripted on Wednesday
evening were completely paralyse d yesterday by strikers
insisting on 2 fesiivel advence of Rs. 500. The Bank of
Ceylon’ earned Rs. 30 millicn profit befere taxation
last year, which was ithe ‘highest recorded in 36
years of ths banks existence. The government heas
decided to accept en offel from the US to inoresse by
100%; the supply of flour under the PL 460 agreement
between the £wo countries. The funeral of Siv Richard
Aluvihare, a former High-Commissioner and the first
Ceylonese LG.P. tock place 2t the General Cemetry
Kanatte. Mr. L. B. layasena, Deputy Minister of lgcal
government has said that 67,000 lgcal Eovernment

employees willbe in the state sector soon—CDN.

Bread and flour shoriages affectingthe country will
make X'mias bleal this year. For the secend occasion
in recent” times Air Ceylon has called off apother

inaugural, the Dellii flight fixed for December. 27 Sap-

chosams‘and:listsiare tuboe for Post and Telecommismi

s77.
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cations men according to a circular by the PMG—CDM.
Two thousand harbour workers are on strike—VK,
Asubstantial increase in tea crop figures during Novem-
ber amounting to 5.8 million kilos more than what was. .
harvested in the corresponding period last year, has.
led to a welcome reduction in the deficit for Japuary

to November this year—C0.

SATI.:IRDA'Y DECEMBER 125:
mained paralysed yesterday with striking uniens standi
firm to their demand for Rs. 500 festival advance, TJIE,_

Transport Ministry in a communique explaining the .

circumstances of the current strilke yesterday appezled
to the workers to return to work. Deeply concerned

by the decreasing application of fertilicer on coconut:

land in Sri Lanka and-the resulting drep in production,
the coconut cultiveticn Eozrd is making ‘en efiort to

encourage inter cropping of coffee and cocoa on_wet
zone coconut land. f manuring is neglected, the board -
feels, soon there will be no coconyrs left for export.. .
The Police are enquiring into the poliical, tech‘;ica!‘f ¥

and general aspects of the fire at the Weaving Supplies

Corporatien’s main store in Colomko ‘Which desiroyed . |

21 million worth of synthetic yarn. The NCG

wiill begin on schedule. The Ai);' Force znd thi E:ra:':;
will air lift the papers for distributicn. The sovernment
has decided to make firther reducticn in the priqé of
state owned land allotied to cultiviicre 1} tevsh land
Kachcheris.—CEN, Due to the floods, rozd t:;r.s ore
has been cut off and so Batticalea hzs been is.c[.fted:
Many f-]omqﬂgss people are sheltering in public byildings
there is a shortage of fcod, 2nd 2 great deal of dz nge‘
to crops—VK. Owing to the Railway strike, distribution
of food and oil in the districts has becpy disrupted: the
government is losing lakhs of rupees daily-—ATH.'

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26: A formidable section of

the Sri Lanka Freedom Party and it’s trade unions haye -

urged the party leader, Mrs. Sirimavo Bendaranaike
to summon 3s early as possible, a ‘meeting of the party's
Executive Committze to discuss matters of urggut
public importance: among the matters which- they

wish to discuss are the acte of commission 2nd omis- - -

 Sion on the part of ministers, ifany, and the bureaucracy,) .

thestreamlining cf the party orgarisaticn and thetaking
of adequate SLEPS to prevent the zovernment from
being brought into disrepute due to the shortcemings
in the adminiserative machinery. The railway strike
conftinued yesterday witheut the prospects of 2m im-
mediate settlement. The Parliamentary Pensions Bil]

‘will become operatkive from the date the Spaaker

of the National Stace Assembly carrificates Tt. The
Mayor of Colombo, M, A, H. M, Fowzie has znnotnced
Itha_a: there will be a contip cus sLpply of weter te the
residents of Colomto on Saturdyas, Stndays, Poya day;

and on festival days: on cther da : :
; = ys the water wil] A
rate from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.~ST. There was no chggge;_ 3

in tlhe rtail strike, tfhm:gh there is some talk of running
a siecton Service from Monday evening. Mr. Jjusc:
_D. W:ma_laratne, the one 4 Lmng e, Jh_Stlce

drafting his report to be handed over tq the President

as soon as possible: evidently the eyidence covers.over .

1000 pagesand thescaffare working overgi 3 finl
esa aff ; vertim i
it by December 3I. Whila mnsfm_efs mecg’;?:r?:ﬁg

“and other principal cities haye yet to benefiy from che

2
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new ‘price contro! order on beef and mutton, those
in ‘séveral'smal‘eowns have been forced'to pay highet
prices than they earller did: several Governmenc Agents
have complainad to the Ministry of Trade abougehis
problem and‘added that ths pudlic are dissatisfier tich
the neworder; as caccle 2and goatsare available at cheap
prices in these areas and there are hatdly any transport
costs, they feel that these commodities could be sold
at much chzapar rates in these arsas: they have recom-
mendad that 2 fresh ordar bs issuad fixing diffrent
rices for each area taking into account each district.
q'ha Ceylon Oxygen Compiay Limicad which was taken
over recently will be re-organised to expand it's acti-
yitfes: this British-owned company was t2ken over
under the Busipess Acquisicion Act and is now
administered by a competent authority—CO.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 27: The railway yesterday °

ruled out the possibility of a resumpdon of normal
services of tha paralysed CGR even today: apparently,
no workers had reported for work during the weekend.
The Chiaf Operations Manager of the CTB Mr. W. §,
Wijemanne said yesterday that al| ayal a_b'e t_:uses were
being pressed into service to meet the situaticn caused
by the rallway str ke. Pol ce investizating the securicy
arrangements at the Weaving Supplies Corporat on
on tha night of the big fire believe thattiersls 2
strong case for a unified nat onal security service for
the guarding of public progercy. A consignment of
yarn imporced for the Texiile Corporation caught
fire in one of the warehotises in Queen Elizabeth Quay
yesterday evening about 7 p.m- and several barrels of
acid imported for the same corporaiien and which
had been stored outside the warchouse were also
damazedin tha fire. Mr. 5. M. B. Dsl \-;ihilla. Chairman
of tha Porc Carga Corporailen attribured the fire to a
laak it onz of tha a-id basrals whizh had baen lying
in the bpremises unclearsd for some time. Twenty
thousand persons. the entire membsersh p of the
Japawasas, will make a pledge to adhere €O the prin-
ciplas of collgetive farming and profit shailng and the
protection of the concept of Janawasas of Januery 3.
Commission now controls 170 lapawasas involving
50,000 acres but has to expand rapidly, The GMOA
and AMS will meet on Japuary 2 ©o take 2 deci_slr,\n on
whathar to call off thelr work-to-rule campaign. The
majority of the mambers it is said, favour responding
to last wazk's appz1l to doctors by the Healch N_iims.
tar, Mrs. Siva Obayaszkera, to call off the campaign—
CDN. Therailwaystrike entersit’sfifth daytoday with
out an prospacts of a sacelement. Alchough the govern-
ment dacided to give all pubiic servants Rs. 200 in lieu
of the present amount of Rs. 100 the striking unions
wanted their original demand of Rs. 500, The Ministry
of Transport said thac it will cost the government over
Rs. 80 million and as such it would not be Fossibi.e to
accade to the request of the railwey workers. Bread
queles Wre seen in most parts of the city on christmas,
day and even yesterday. Since last waek the explanation’
given by the Food Department was that the shortage
of flour was duz to tha dalay in the sh ps bringing flour.
A com»iately madernand highly sophisticated Homicide
Squad t0 tackle crime on 2n island-wide basis comes
into oparation from . Japuary |. Apart from hand!-
ing all cases of homicides in Colombo, the squad will
inquire into cases from the outstations which the local
palice find baffling. This was required in view of the’

3

police inquinies re 1:‘cing‘the'.ni.lr,lj...-?m‘ IMMAry . pro-, ..
ceedings in court. The Ceylon Petro _eu'rﬁ'ft:foémﬁ%ne- it
sale of super petrol shot up substantially ‘last year.
According to statlsiics maintained by the Ministry of
Industries and Stienfic Affdirs, the 'Sa(g increased from
18.6 million gallons in the previous year to 20.2 millicn
gallons during 1975. Mr. Mahinda Pieris MMC moyed |
a motion to the effect that a policeman should be posted
at every city municigali market with price control powers
tosupervise thesaeof beefat3 Rs.a pound. Apumber
of scorekeepersatthe Hea th Deparzment have prote |
ted to the Miniscer of Health about an extension given
to an Assistant Superinténdent of the Civil Medical
stores: they have chreatened to resort to Trade Upion
action if no action is taken in this matter—CDM. Long
winding queues for bread secemed to be the order of
the dayin Colombo and the suburbs. The Department
of Examinations yesterday began transporting NCGE
question papers to various paris of the island under
armed escort with the help of the Sri Lanka Air Force
and Army. X'mas was a very busy day for Police and
Hospital staf: they had to treat many who suffered
burns due to crackers: there were also 40 casualities
due to brawls caused by sudden provocation -after
liquor. The Sri Lanka Fruit Board is offering a whole
range of incentives to fruit growers in a drive to esta-
blish itself as one of the world's major exporters of
fruits and fruit products. A concerted effort by certain
trade union leaders to cripple the bus services during
the Weekend was thwarted by pro-government trade
unicns in the CTB. It is reliably learnt that bus services
would continue to be cperated as nsual—CO.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER: 28: ‘A 30-wagon goods
train which the railway attempted to despatch to the
hill country yesterday was halted by strikers perform-
ing satvagraha on the tracks at Dematagoda a shore
distance from the point of departure: police cleared
the tracks but the CGR decided to call offit’s attemptand
the train was sznt back to the yard:itls understood thag
tracks have also been removed in some places. Bakers
inand around Colombo were given their normal quotas
of flour for last weelcas well as this week, 2 food Ministry
communique said yesterday: it said thore bakeries
should be in a position to make available to the con-
sumers at least tha normalquaneities of bread that they
had made available previous'y. The shortage of texiiles
is now reflected rmore than ever in the prices that ten-
ders fetch at the wezkly tenders of the government
ownzd busingss nndarczking, cthe Wellawatte Spinning
and Waaving Mili= in the prevailing shortage of textiles,
many for which there is a great consumer demand will
now sell at very much higher prices for ' consumers.
The Ceylon Railway Guard's Union unanimously decided
at a special maeting yesterday to commence 2 strike
from midnight yesterday in support of the railway
workers—CDN. The Ministry of Traaspont will got
negotiate with the striking unions of the railway until
the employees return to work: this was said by the
Minister of Trapsport, Mr. K. B. Ratnayake: at 2. cor-
ference Yesterday with top officials of the Ministry
and the railway to review the situation caused by the:
strike:' a goods train had to be cepcelled yesterday
because A railway line en the mein track at Urugods-:
watte junction had been removed: ministry sources
described this incident as 2 ‘deliberate act of sabotage:
he Tourist Board has ipstructed trave! agents not to

TNWNE; "Iﬁnuary' 22..“ o717

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



take tourists to outstations as thers could be 2 fuel

shortage in the outstations. While the Feod Deparg-

ment malntains that bakerles ware s
or last week as wall as this week, ba
., that the bread baked last week was on the quantitics
.- of flour supplied to them: what was witnessed In
" Colombo and it's suburbs were long queues atthe bread
distribution retail points: in many instances the quielles
broke up when the people were told that the supplics
. would not arrive—CDM. An emergency meeting of the
. Ministers wasscheduled for this morning to discuss the
situation arising out of the strike by railway workers:
the police have astured all pon.striking railway wor-
kers that full security will be provided when they re-
rt for duty, a request which was made by the
mnis:er of Transport. Mr. K. B. Ratnayake yesterday.
Hard to get flouf is baing sold in the open market at
Maradan2 at almost double the price: this was disclosed

plied with flour
ery - aWners say

by Mr. Alavi Moulana, Chairman of the lanatha Com- .

mittee, Maradana, who also asked how mudalal's got
this flour despite stringent precautionary measures.
Desplte the railway strike all NCGE examinaticn cent) es
—ovar 2000 throughout the island received the ques-
tion paper packets through the Sri Lanka Air Force,
Army and the CTB: there were no comp.aints from any
of the centres: tha examination began this morping.
‘235,000 school candidates will sit ¢his examination:
_this Is the second time this exam Is being held vnder
- the new educational reforms: the Examinations Depart-
. _ment has set up 277 co-ordinating centres in various
. parts of the island to service the exam centres, wich
~_question papers and other requirements: studerts
" gitting this exam will sic 10 papers in all: 'seven are
compulsory papers: the three optional papers are
- language, religion and pre-yocational sybjects: students
: :wiﬁuh'ave a choice of nearly a hundred pre-vocational
subjects, out of which they will have to choose twor
Agriculture, Agriculture Science Home Science, Horti-
- eulture, Carpentary are among the popular subjects
“ offered by students this year: a naw featu re of this exam
s that language s to be an optional subjece. The Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation has authorised Government
Agents in outstations to ration petrol and kerosens
if it Is necessary: this Is because of the railway strike
which has affected the transport of petroleum prodeuts
to the outstations—CO,

-WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29: The Prime Minister
it an  emergency meeting yesterday endorsed
that the natlon should be told of the full extent

-of the political and financial implications of the sitnation

“'ghat has arisen from the six day old strike in the railway:
the declsion was taken after a three hour reviaw of the
present situation: the ministers also decided that the

press should be fully briefed by the government daily
‘until the present situation changes. The government

' 'has cancelled the leave of all security forces: personnel

‘ on leave have been asked to report back Immediately,
a Defence and Forelgn Affairs comminique announced
yesterday. Lorry loads of flour wers yesterday rushed
to outstation areas by the Food Commissioners Depart-
ment: this was apparently done because many lorries
belonging to outstation co-operatives were unable to
coms to tha city due to the fuel shortage. Examination
authorities said the raliway strike had not affected the
NCGE exam in any way and Wete thankful to the SLAF,

Army and the CTB for assisting to transport the ques-

tion papers safgly. The Colombo Municipal Councif
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will start the re-afforastation of the eatchment areas
of Labugame and Kalatuwewa reseryeirs soen with the
assistance of the Forest Department: there has been a
great deal of illicit felling of timber and this has;been
one of the ressons for the water crisis. The Colombo
Museum Is hundred years old on Japuary |, 1977 to mark
the centenary the Prime Min ster Mrs Sirirave Banda-
ranaike wilf lay the foundation stone for the natiopal
Museum of Sclence 2nd technology to be but in
Colombo: date stamping the First Day covers bearing
the special stamps to mark the Colombo museim
centenaly by the Minister of Cultural Affairs, Mr. T.B.
Tennekocn will take place on the same day at 10 2.m,
Mr, Maichriipals Senanayake, Mipister of irpigation,
power 2nd Hghways will ceremonia!ly cper the Hurulu-
wewa sluice on the first issues of the Mahaweli waters
to the fields under the Hurulgwewa scheme. on
January 8—CCN. .

The ministers who met yesterday at a special
meeting of the cabinet gave the Prime Minister a free
hand to deal with the current raflway strike and
any situation arising from it. Rzilwzy sezson ticket hol-
ders are likely to be permitted to trave! in CTB buses:
a final decision on this is expected to be anpounced
today. The government has made all arrangments to
ensure that food and fuel supplies reached the outsta-
tions in time despite the strike by railway employees:
this was disclosed by M. Ridzeway Tillekoratne, secre-
tary to the Ministry of information and Broadcasting
at a conference yesterday to brief the press on  the
current strike: In Panadura, althoygh there is 2 scarcity
of bread at co-operative sales points, buns and ‘teast’
bread are available. Sringhoppers also cost miore and
are half their usual size, “In fairness 0 the frustraced
Tamils, specially the yvouth, | do not think that under
your leadership the UNP can offer them anything: por
do | wish to be 2 party to perpctudte deception op
my countrymen and my community:” so says Mr, M.
Rajendram, MBE IP. in his letter of resignaticn from the
United National Party addressed to it's leader, Mr. J.
R. layewardene: Mr. Rajendram who was a member of
the UNP’s Executive Committce for 30 years was also
a member of the party’s Nomination Beard: he was
on the Working Committee of the Northern DDC.
The London Tea Trade Committee is conside! ing the
feasibility of conducting the Lopdon tea auctions in
currencies other than sterling: the Commiltee feels
that the alternative to the pound is the US dollar. The
committee Which according to adyice received by the
trade here, has had discussicns on the quest on and is
expected to make it's final decision scon. Mr. W. Daha-
nayake, MP for Galle, urgently requested the leader
of the National State Assembly, Mr. Maithripala Sepa-
nayake to summon immediately a meeting of the
assembly—CDM."The government cannot shrink from
it’s resconsibility of looking after the welfare of the
whole community: it would not be possible to permit
a small section, who already enjoy bencfits to hold the
rest of the country to ransom'’ the Prime Minister said
in a message to the nation today: she was addressing
_the nation on the sltustion arlsing from the railway
strike: she expressed the hope that a sense of regsona-
bleness would prevail 2mong the strike 7Ts and that they
Would return to work immediately: “if they continie
i n their strike, the government, as it c2nnot allow the
public o be intonvenienced any more, :wih.'_."!_;av ho

%
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 alterpative but to take such measures as arg nacessary
< to preserve law and order and malntain the services
.1 ghat are essentlal for the life of the community’ the

“PM said. The Ceylon Petfoleum Corporation's new

coastal canker, the "Mahaweli’ is dolng yeomezn servica
in transporting ol! to the provinces in the wake of the
disruption in distributicn causzd by the railway strike:
The tanker sails to Galle teday and will then go to to
Trincomalee: the possibility ef sailing her to the North
is also being explored. With the rush for synthetic
textiles for the New Year the Price Control Depart-
ment is keeping 2 close tab cn the ‘world market' in
the fort where pavement hawkers make 2 fast buck:
the Price Control Department Is now keeping asharp
eye on bakers and boutique keepers who sell bread:
the price contrcller has siad that they are doing their
best to ensure that consumers are not exploited by
unscrupulons traders and bakers. Large scale smuggling
of Sri Lanka’s most treasured antiquities which include
anclent statues, o!a leaf manuscripts, antique furniture,
ancient masks, coins etc continues to cause concern

: to the Department of Archaeology and the Department

of National Museums: they fear that unless a complete
halg to the export and smuggling of these treasures
is effectively brought about without delay, Srl Lanka
will be bereft of a large t‘:uarl:ion of her precious heri-
tage. The water levels at the Labugama and Kaletuwawa

 peservoirs have risen in the past few days with the raip

in the catchment areas, but the Colombo Municipal
Coune!! has decided pot to release normal 24 hour
water supply to Colomto—CO,

~HURSDAY, DECEMBER 30. It was pot possible
_“for the Armed services to run the Trains because it

involved a highly techplcal operation, Mr. Lakshman
Jayakody sald yesterday: replying a question whether
“the armed forces would be deployed to handle the
unloading of essential import carge In the event of a
strike by workers of the Port Commission; he said
that such action had been taken In the past.
The Prime Minister has sent messages to the
Prime Minister of Indiaand the President of Bangladesh
commending them for their statesmapship in agreelng
to the resumpticn of talks in the Farraka barrage water
dispute between the two countries: the talks are ap-
parently in progress in Dacca. The Acting Migister of
Finance, Mr. Neale de Alwis, yesterday signed an order
‘under the Business Acquizitien Act taking over JB Tex-

- tiles Ltd. and JB Fishing industries Ltd. Mr. Asoka de

Zoysa, Director of the Bureau of Standards has been
appointed Authority for both undertakings: it was
stated in 2 press release yesterday that the government
was taking over JB Textile Industries Lid in order “to
Increass the avallabillty of synthetic textiles in sufficlent
quantities.”” Police arrested a gang of five men after
a two mile car chase and 2 gun battle at Dodangoda
on Tuesday: one of the men arrested has been identi-
fied as a police constable—CDN. Adyerting to 2n
editorial in. a pewspaper, Mr. Lakshman ‘ayakody,
Deputy minister of Defence and Foreign Affairs sald
at & Press conference yesterday that there was no foreign
agency behind the strike in che railway: he said the
strike was serious as the main transport services in the
distribution of flour, kerosene etc. to the provinces was

~ being held up. A second case of sabatage was reported

yesterday: apparently at Tambutgegama in the NCP

“'the filshplates along the rallwayline were removed:

the shuttle service from Maho to Palay which operated

5

upte Wadnesday were cantalled. Employees: 'of the
Port Commission went on strike fl“nm_Pl p.m. yesger-
day bringing the plloting and berthing of ships'id the
ports of Colombo Galle and Trineomalee to 2 stand
stills however, arrangements are baing made to do
the tugseryices for the piloting of ships intio the harbours
with the help of Navy personnel. Railway season ticket
holders were allowed to travel in CTB buses to and
from the de=stinations specified ip their tickets from
yesterday. Government Agents in the outstations have
beeninstructed to ensure that petrol supptied to their
areas is ejuitably distributed in vigw of the rallway
strike. The Trade Union Co-9rginating committee con-
sisting of seven major trad. ypions has urged the
gevernment to settle the CUprept railway strike de-
mocratically through nsgotiations with the represen-
Catives cf the varions categorics of workers on strike.
The Ceylon Fedsraticn of Labour has uged the, P.M.
tosettle immediately the “present disptite with the rail-
way workers” and to give urgent consideration to
the demands of the JCTUQ, The minister of Education
Mr. Badiyddin Mohamed, leader of the Islamic Socialist
Front is tipped to contest the Batticzloa seat op the
SLFP ticket at the next Genaral Election. With the
boom in the tourist industry of Sri Lanka a new class
of rich has emerged in the recent past according
to 2 spokesman of the inland revemue department:
they are waiters in luxury hotels, tourist guides, tourise
coach drivers and several othors,—CDM. Over 70% of
the employees of the port Commission were working
in the Colombo harbour this merning and all Intimi-
datory and pressure tactices adopted by anti-govern-
ment trade unions to obstruct the workers from per-
forming thair dutles have falled. Loyal workers with
the plight of the poor masses of the country at heatt,
ware convinced after the P.M.'s address to the mnation
that :hay defiled all presstires brought onto them to keep
away and returned to work, this was stated by Mr.
P. B. G. Kalygalle, Minister of Shipping and Aviation
and Tourlsm at a press conference this morning. Mr.
K. B. Ratnayake, Minister of Transport, Parliamentary
affairs and Sports feels that politics should be taboo
for trade unions; he felt that it was the politicians,
whatever party they belonged to who create unrest
Tnthe trade unions: the minister said thisata ceremony
held in connexion with the distribution of certificates
to over 300 apprentices of the CTB who Were absorbed
into permenent Services of the board after serving
for four years. Thousands of commutels contlnue to
be inconvenienced due to tha railway strike: meanwhile,
the Sri Lapka Government Trade Union Federation
will meet at the SLITUF Headquarters this morning.
The secretary of the federation Mr. Alavi Moulana,
has asked all seriking unions to get back to work in
view of the request made b%'the P.M. and the assurance
given by the Minister of Transport, that discyssions
would start as scon as the strikers return to work:
The UNP Unions are also expected to meetatan emer-
gency meeting today. The price of vegetables in Colombo
and the suburbs has skyrocketed while In the cutstations
vegetable pricss have slumped: this is 2 direct resuit
of the railway strike which has affected the transport
of vegetables from the outstations into the city: thou-
sands of pounds of vegetables perish dally in the
producing aress due to lack of ‘transpors to the.
city. The Sl Lanka MNavy todsy took over essential:
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employees of the Colombo Port Commission who came
out on strike last eveping: the Navy Commander said
today that'the Navy wil be handling the tug bbat sar-
vices, barge services and the pilot boats, Dr. Hildegunde
Feliner, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany,
yesterday handed over to the Government of Sri Lanka
a gift consignment of 6622 metric tons of wheat flour
-and apnounced that a further gift of 13,245 tons would
be arriving early in 1977. The racently concluyded gem
exhibition in Stockhlm, Sweden has opened ‘a new
market’ for Sri Lanka gems, accordipng to State Gem
Corporation Officials: pearly 73,000 US dollars. worth
of Sri Lanka gems had basn apprrently sold at the Exhi-
bition—CO. People in the eastern province are eating
‘manloc thrice a day because they fird it difficult to
obtain other things due to the railway strike: rice is
selling from 4.25 to Rs. 5 a measure.—VK.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31: The Shippin_g Aviation
and Tourism Minister Mr. P. B. G! Kalugalia yesterday
released deqails of a conspiracy wichin vhe port of
Colombo-to saborage the unloading of 21,000 tons of
flour urgent'y nesded throughout the country. He said
that it was a censoiracy to sgarve tha natfon and bring
about tha downfall of the government. Prompt action
taken by him to foll the corspiracy resulied in 7084
of ¢he Port's 8000 workers reporting for worl vester-
day moraing. The un!oading of 21,600 tons cf flour
continued uninterrupred apd within the next two
days there. will be no shortage he said. “The govern-
meiit’s policy of refusing to negotiare with represens
tatjves of striking workers and of eryingto break st
with'the asziztance of theleadarship of the trade unjons
‘thatare not on sirike and'are in collzborat on with the

overnment is the real cause of the present. erisis in
the railway” state seven ftrade wunions on  the
raifway strike in a leiter 1o the PiM. It wes not a lozn
-of Rs. 500 from tha Credit Councilthat was the original
demand that sparked off the current serike by railway-
men, tha transport ministry said yesterday: it siid thae
thare had bsen misrepresentztion en this peint: elari-
‘fying the pozition the Minisiry sald the original demand
has for 2 ©“loan of Rs. 5007or the Chiistmas festivall” The
Caylon Rzilway Station Masters Union yesieiday decided
to ealloff the strike of it's members: The Leader of the
opposition Mr. ). R. Jayewdraene calied on the minister
of Transport at his office yesterday evening and diss
cussed the situation caured by che railway serike. The
Ceylon Retrcléum corporition on Wednesday signed
‘an agreement with ¢wo lapansse firms, Nissho iwa
Company and Unitika Lid. for the establishment of a
Rs. 275 millien Nylon Plant near the Szpugaskande oil
‘pefineryt the forsign exchange component is nearly
Rs. 160 million—CDN. Pro-SLFP trade union leaders
“were busy yesterday urgi ng their rank and file pot 1o
“fend support to tharallway strike as it had now taken
a polivicaliturp: the union leaders who addressed a
series “of :meetings of railway workers and those
emplayedi n key departments and corporations actively
‘connected with theiday to day life of the community

kes

uties ln the Portof Colombo normally handied by. .
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stfike ‘becatise’ past experience has shown - that” the
wielding of the big'stick in workers disputes- cannot
always succeed: therefore it will be better it states:
not to take any decision that will leave room for:
regret. The LSSP in a statement on the current
strike says that the government should view ‘with'
sympathy the genuine grievances of the workers and
respond in full measure to cheir demands. Mr. Justice,

D. Wimezlaratne, the one man commissioner ~who'
inquired into the Peradeniva Campus shooting incident
and who was scheduled to hapd over his report - today!
has requs<ied a ten diy excension from the President.
The P.M. will soen continue her dizlogre with regra~
sentatives of the Tamil speaking People’s Rights Move-:
mentsin 2 bid to reach 2 mutpally sacisfactory solution:
of the problem of Tamils. The issue of cloth at Thultex:
the retrail shop of the Thulhiriya Texiile Mili has:beens
suspendad until furcher nouice—~CDM: Eighty fiye per:
cent of the cutstation's requirements of Petroleum:
products is being met by the Ceylon Petroleuym Cor--
poraticn despite the railway strike, the CFC Chairman:
said: there was no cause for a shortage of petroleum.
products in the cutstations now that the Corporation

had permicted the transport of perrol in lorries to

ensure chat there is no shortage of pétrol in the out-
stavions: earlier diesel znid kercsene oil were the only
products permitted to be transported by lerry. There

is an acuie shoitige of cement in the outscations and

this has seriowsly affecied comstruciicn and developmenc
work: the produc jon at the Gal @ faciory has come

to a st:pnd.till and the facioejes 2t Kankesapturai and

Puttalam have raw material only for three mere days,

so said Mr. Ridgeway Tilekeiztne secretary to the.
Ministry of Informaiicn and Broadcasting at a press

~ rconference held at the ministry yesterday. The current

strike by railway workers is not only a serious threat
o the ecopomic development of the ccuntry but also
a challenge to the poor masses; it has seriously affected
the day to day life of peopleinall walks oflifein every
nook and cOrner of theisland. More than the transport
of pessengers it is the transpOrt of essential goods that
hzs been badly affecied: distribution ef food, petrelenm
products, faciory raw materials, agricultural products’
mail and a hose of other items essentjal for the smooth
functloning of the nation is virtually grinding t© a halt.
Prices of essential food and utility items have gone up

' and keep increasing; vegetables, fish, meat prices have
¢ shot up: in Celombo yesterday a coconut sold from

Rs..1.50 to 2 Rs.—CO. The SLFP trade ynion leader has
informed the P.M. that the railway workers who are--
in his trade union would be willing to return to work:
the LSSP trade union bas decided to bring about a
generalstrike; it has appealed to ail other trade unions
to forget their poliical diferences and .« co-operate -

. with it io make the proposed strike a success: 14 postal
-unions have decided t0 g0 on strike in sympathy with

the raliway workers as from midnighs of January 2—VK .

SATURDAY, JANUARY I. 1977 The government: :

yesterday took additionalsteps to maintain the essential :
services in the: country following furcher trade. union

said that:though the demand for an enhanced festival -action to cripple these services. Departments: dealing.-
“advangejoriginated as:a tradeunion issue, forces hostile . wich services vital to the community were.allowed .
‘to the government were now attempeing to make.poli-  to hire private lorries and, military vehicles were also -
“tical capital'of it. Aththo the Communist party’s Sinkala s

-deployed t9 transport:food and: other essentizl itemss -
‘daily i'n it's editorial’'columns cautions the government  Rules. governing the transport of goods were. ralaxed.
not-fo_take amysrashoaction in regard to the railway ' : e A gt ol

The Telephone Engineering Workers Union - went: on &
T RIBUNE;: lanuary: 22, 4977
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strike fram midnight on Dzcember 30 making demands
similar to these of the crade unlens in che railway
the and port. The union has a strength’' of 500 in
Colombo and 200 in the outstations. \n a similar, operas
tion a8 on Thursday's port commission strike the gov-
ernment saw to it that/there was no serious d slocaiion
©f work in the Telecommuncaticn service, Therethas
been a fifty percent increaze in atrendance in'the Zort,
4a1d the sacrevary to the Ministry of information and
‘Broadéasting yesterday at 2 press briefing, The Govern-
ment distribuytea 1743.8 tops of flour throughout the
country on Thursday. Fuel suppiies reached the 500,000
galldn mark, according toa Miniszry of Transport spokes-
man. The Sri Lanka Navy calied into the Celombo Port
followinga strike by a setiion of employees ef che Port
Commission have helped in the berthing and dis-
charging of eight cargo ships during the pat 48 hours
according to Commander 3. H. M. P. Elikawela, officer
in’ Charge of operaticns, All employees;: except the
$taff officers at the Galie 2pd Mirissa fishery harbours:
have been on strikesince Wednesday midnight demand-
inga bonus of Rs. 425, The IGP has sent circulars toall
police stations instructing them 1o operafe strict police
mobile services to protect the railwey tracks 2nd other
government property. The leaders of the SLFP and the
CP met at Temple Trees yesterday to review che pre-
wailing politica! situation. Thic meeting wesfolowed
by an Executive Committes méeting of the SLFP at
she-sama venue. *Ynat is needed at the presen:
moment is @ genuine affeMpt io seitle the present
stptkes thfough negotiztions With the tidde unions”
W, Panditha, Gen®ral
SeCretaly of . 4r3d® upiops on the Scrikes.
The M P. for Galle D, W. Dinsnayak® has Writien Lo
théP_M_ I."equest:-llg that aPPOijJI mept of tzathels be
made on b3ss of merit-3ad qualifications withops re-
ference to chief org? isers of their age is—CDN, Whiie
the ratlwdy scrike Continu®s withtut 2oy hop® ¢f 3
immediate setilement, ceveral gthel tred® uniens in
the public sector are thredtéiing fo resort to direct
action either in suppoft of the r:ilway stlikeys or In
suppore of cheil own damands, Four Rajlway trade
unions affiliated to the SLEP controlied Sri Lanka
Goyernment. Independent Trade Uniin Federdtion
yesterday decided ro cell off their strike and rewin
£o work. Commenting on the prevailing rdil strike the
Ceylon Teachers Unicn in 2 statement e the press said
that the railweymen's demznds were justified becduse
s¢hool bocks amorg othel things are Vely costly; It
appéaled to the goveliment to commence fiegotistions
with'the sirikers forthwith and settle the rail strike so
¢hat the country would be spared the mass of nardships
that they encounter now. Thebread shortages, especially
in the suburbs have beccmeacute. Bread queles have
bacome longer and contitmers have to wait long
hours in queues. The flour shortages will ease within
the mext few days according to 2 Information Fress
release, At pres:nt threeships car ying figur are being
discharged in.the Colombo port 2t the rate of 2000 tons
& ddy—CDM. Once the government entels into nego-
tiations ‘with the railwzy workeis tosettle the strike
satisfactorily, the workers will ‘return to work
say the leaders of the LSSP and CP tradeunions—YK.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2: The Prime Minister Mrs.
Sirimavo Bapdarapaike in a new year message to the
nition yesterdaysaidit nowseems fashionable to laun<h

7
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confrontations with.the _goYernment; she further said
that no government particularly those in'ti ‘develep?
ing world are free from pressing economi ¢ problemsi
She sald alsc that any attempt at Irrespcnsible pofidedl
partisanship would iedd enly vo further pesteponement
of essential solutions. The draft programme for the
preposed United Socialist Front ifitiated by the LS5

is now ready. at present it is with the priuters: it
also being translated into Sinthala and the Tamil version
is expected lacer this menth: the pubiicaticn of ‘the
programme, a LSSP politburo member has said i$
{htended Lo serve oneimmediate purpote—io proveke
a wide ranging public discussion of it ameng &ll pro-
gressiveforces. Is Cardinal Coorsy, former Archbishop
2% Colombo, trying to influence Catholic Voters in'a
parcicular manner at the general election which is due
ihis year! the guestion hes arisen becduse .of certain
passages appedling in the Christmzs message of the
Cardinal. The control of the University Administra-
rion has beesn withidrawn: this, in efflet® me2ns that
Mr. Badiuddin Mahmud will have no ‘say’ over Lnlver-
sity afiaips inthe furure. The AMS apdithe GMOA have
urged the PAM.siot to permit Mr, L. B. T. Jayasundere,
acting directer of healih services to atiend the execu-
tive board meeting of WHO to be held in_Gene¥a this .
weel as heis dpe to retirethis mepth—5T. The Ceyion
Shipping Corporation whith-Fow owis eight dry cargo
vessels 2nd 4 tenkef, all bought second hand, willsocan
place an order with a shlpbuiiding yard in Norway for
2 brend new ships the Cerporaticn wi'l make use of
crediv facilities offered by the Norwegian gOVEIIMERE
during the P.M.'s Visiz to Norway last yeal, to pay for
this ship: 2 Norwegizn team is duein Sti Lapkashartly
1o discuss the deal: There is no chinge in the railway
strike situation. Atteldirg to the Informeticn De#art.
ment, 2742 tens of flour had been unicZded #t “the '
Celembo harbeur on friday; oithis quantiy- 2500€ons
have been da'spat_cl‘:ed 16 the cutstations; 500,000 gallons
“of petrol were 2lso seqt to the provinces on Frid2y the
spolesman added. Six doctors from Municipal Councils
‘throughout the istand will be selected for: training in
acupunciure in Peking—early this: year; the Mipister
of Local Gevernment. Mr. W. P. G. Ariyadasa, who
has directed that acupyncture be intreduced in- all
Municipal Dispensaries has teken this decision after
studying the success of acupuncrure in government
‘Medical. Instivutions: The €ustoms arfe perturbed at
the high rate inthe smuggling of precious stones into
the country. During the past few weeks diz mends,
emeralds, opals and diamend set jewellery werth nearly
gs. | miticn have been siezea by customs meu raiding
ptivete establishments in Colomba, 2nd other areas—S0

MONDAY, JANUARY 3: The three foreign banks
to be netionalised shortly—the Nationaland Grindlays,
Chartes ed and Hong Kong and Shenghai-will be merged
into one to - deal with" Sri Lanka's metropolitan
and foreign banking. The two exisiing siatemowned
banks—che Bank of Ceylon 2nd the People's Bank—wil}
concentrate mainly on devglopment projecss, and wil
be geired to play a More dynamic role in the socio-
economic development of whe coumtry. A Transpolt
Ministry spokesman yesterday said that although 5090
railway workers-reported for duty on Friday ierain
services continue to- be. paralysed,-the: Mini szid
it expects the total sworkforce \reporting < fon _du

ety
o 1
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o be around 8,000 to 10,000: the railway's entire
workforea Is 26000z the sltuztlon will be reviewed thig
mornling With the increased attendence. The Joint Frort
of Clerical _:gr\r_ices.whlch Comprises |5 trade unions
including the GCSU yesterday announced a decisjon
¢o Call a serike B 2.m. on Jaguary 6 in suppOrt of six
demands—CDS. Leaders of the sftiking trade unlons
wera busy over the weekend seeking the stipport cff
those trade unions which failed to express their soli.
darity—with the railway strikers. Afier thece ¢alk &
number of ‘trade unions are expected to meeq today
and on ‘Wednesday to discuss what acilon they should
take not Only to support the railway scrikers but also
to win their outstanding demands. A committee to
implement the nine demands of the JCTUO to which
the cabinet agreed In January last year has not bean set
up according to a statment by Mr. L. W. Panditha,
General Secretarz of the CFTU. H: states thar this
government and the public should know that the de nd
of the present strike had not arisen sudd-nly. The gov-
ernment should know that the working class and the
masses are facing more economic  hardshine  than
at the time the demands were presented. Aceording to
an SLBC broadcast yesterday the government hadg 50
far despatched a tot2l quantity of 2064.5 tons of flour
and 155,000 gallens of kerosene oil to the provinces.
Meanwhile several persons have been taken into custody
for profiteering in flour. The GMOA znd AMS are dis-
gruntled over the fact that no positive ste_s hoyve been
taken to resolve thelr grievances: the Health Depart-
ment is short of 150 Assistant Medical Practitioners:
as aresult the Health Ministry Is in a quandary about
finding adequate medical personne!l to be posted to
rural areas—CDM. The leader of the railway workers
trade union, Mr. V. Gunaratnam has resigned from his
post=VK. . - -l

TUESDAY, JANUARY 4: A special meeting of
Cabinet Ministers was held 2t “Temple Trees” yester-
day to review the strike situation, the meeting presided
over by the P.M. was held against the background
of more unions In the public sector giving notice of
trade union action in sympathy with the railway strike
Emergency measures that should be attempted to maig-
tain essential services in the event of strikers not res-
ponding to 2 ¢all to return to work were discussed
at the meeting. The present railway and other strikes
Wwere neither anti-government nor were they designed
to overthrowit. Instead they were stzged by the Oppres-
sed working class with many economic difficulties to
get some sort of solution to their long-standipg grie=
vance said Mr. P. A, Elari_s President of the RaHWa,Y
Workers Trade Union Federation. He was add ressing
a meetiag held at Hyde Park Yesterday evening, Railway

sSeason tickets will not be valid for travel in CTB buses

from today the government announced yesterday
iustead each department or Corporation wiliie-imburse
it’s employees the cost of bus fare every week for travel
to their places of work provided they report for work
on every Workirg day. This applies to all state ar.d Cope
poration employees who normally travel to their work
places by rail. Four LSSP controlled Trade Union Fedes
fations~the CFL, GCSU, the Gevernment Workers
Trade Unlon Federation and the Technical Services
Federation will meet at Hyde Park on January 6 to
demand the immediate Settlement of the present strikes
in r.h;f_toummm $8ctor. There was no serious shortage

fEea
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of fleur and fuel in the previnees aceording to the reports
rscelved from the GA’s said the secretary to the Minlstry
of Information and Broadcasting when he met the press
;e,sterday—CDS. All oppesition parties will meet at

a.m. today to dlscuss the situation coused by the
current railway serike: according to opposition sources
the primary purpese of this meeting is to urge the PM

to summon an emergency meeting of the National State - -

Assembly to discuss the situation in the country cop«
sequent to the strike and the hardships now facing the-
people, Mr. A. William Singho, a communist Party trade
unicn leader Who [s also the President of the Joint Frene
of Post and Telecommunication Department trade
unlons addressing a meeting organised by the striking -
Railway Employees Unions at Hyde Park yesterday said
that the postal unions too would join the strike from
midnight today. The 400,000 strong Trade Up'ons in
the public and private sectors have urged the govern-
ment to settle the strike immediately. Railway Securit
Men opened fire on a man who was seen tampering wl._ﬁ
an abandoned wagon in the Ratmalana Railway yard
on Sunday: the man escaped. The same day 2 fire was
reported in the Railway yard when 2 portion of scrub
jungle caught fire. It was put out by Railway Firemen
before any damage was caused. Rzilway Werkers are
trickling back to work, the secretary Ministry of Infore
mation and Broadcasting s2id yesterday, However the
Railwzy had not been 3ble to operate iny trains so far
he added. The leader of the TULF yasterday cabled the
PM to settle the Reilway strike immediately. The
Railway strike has adversely zflected the outstations
particulerly the Northern, Eastern and Uva Provinces.

In provincial fewns there is 2n 2cute shortage of floyr,
kerosene, ol |, sugar 2nd other essentialitems. Though

the authorities are doing their best to alleviate the -
sufferings of the people in these areas, the people coma - -

plain of terrible bardships. The TULF in a press reloase . -
says that there have been no talks between the goverp- | -

ment and the TULF. The UNP leader Mr. J. R. Jayewar-
dene had no 2uthoiity to say that if the government:
scught to centinue in office after May 1977, that the
FP would join the UNP inastruggle againstsucha move,
Mr, K. W. Devanayagam of the UNP had ne right te
make any p‘eﬂa to safeguard dgmocracy as he is a mem-
ber of the party that decitizensied and defranchised
half the Tamil people in the country and killed their
democratic rights. The Jeint Front of Railway Trade
Unions has expressed their bitter dissapointment cver
the broadcast by the SLBC of incorrect news of the
Railway strike. In a letter to the Director General of
Broadeasting: the Front seys that nc amourt of ‘black-
legging’ through the breadceasting of false pews could
break the strike cf the Railway Employees. The Minis-
ter of Education, Al Haj Dr. Badiuddin Mahmud has
been appointed electoral organiser of the SLFP in
Batticalca—CDM.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY S: The Ministers g¢ 5
special meeting yesterday decided to enforee the
ssential Services Order in respect of the Governmene
Rallway Workers and sll other essential workers
strike; the Minlscers alsc set tomorrow as the deadling
for all workers on strike in the essqutial services pg
return to work, those who fall to retury ¢o work w |1

be considered to have vacated their poses a d will Be
liable €6 penaities in terms of Emerg':nq R:g'ul‘::hl.-,;.{‘ 1
Doctors adopting 2 werk-te-rule Were also directed

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

—



oy

-y

§ri Lonka Chrenicle

¢o resume work In the normal way tomorfow; f not
the most stringent panalties would be enforced. In
additien to the intéresr—free festival advances decided
on eatrlier- the government decided yesterday that a
further sum of rupees 300 may be drawn in the form
of a 'bank loan With normal bank interests. This will
app'y to-public servants who are enticled to festiva!
advance, Pemalties for failure to comnly with emer-
gency regnlations include forfeirure of all property,
moveible or immovable, Persons can alse be brought
to trial-before a Magistrate and if found gui'ty sentenced
to imarisonment for a pariod of not less than 3 months
and not exceeding five veais: they can also be subject
tc 2 fine of Rs. 500—5000, Th= leaders of the Opposi-
tion groups in the MNatignal State Assembly met in the
offize- of the Leader of the Opposition yesterdiy ana
decided that the Governmant should take Immediate
steps.to sa=ttle the present strikes, The labonrer’s serike
in thz Colombo General Hospital was cal ed off yesterday
evening following the interdiction of the police officer
concernzd by the Poilce Commissioner, after the pre-
timinary inquiry into the Incident. The Posts and Tele-
comminications Trade Union Front comprising five
trade unipns which were poised for a scrike decided
last night not toscrike teday. The government is making
every effort to reduce the inconvenience caused to the
public as a result of the scarcity of k:rosens following
the Railway strike said the Miaisiry of Iaformacion
and Broadcasting yesterday: it said 550,000 gallons
of fuel were distributed and a tocal of 2765 tons of flour
were diseribuced throughout the island. One of every
four parsons in Sri Lanka’s hospicals is the victim of
water-borne diseases: jn other developing countries
the situaticn is worse. United Nation's Water cenfe-
rence on water is to be held in March this year in
Argentina to examipe problems of wateP—CDN. A last
minute bid was made by the Minister of Public Adminis-
tration, Home Affairs and Trade, Mr. T. B. llangaracne
yesterday to avert the proposed strike tomorrow of
the 30, (};0 strong Joint Front of Goverpmeng Clerical
Servants: the Joint Front of Pert Commission Trade
Unions repudiated an apnouncemenc made by the
Ministat of Shipping, Avia.ion and Tourism over the
SLBC on December 30 lasg year. Tnz Froat denied Lhat
any of their members had damaged public property as
alfeged. The Front also claims thac SLFP, and CP trade
unions had jolned the strike. Port workers unloaded
3,196 tons of flour from vassels thdt were in Colombo
harbour on Monday: according to the Ministty of lufor-
mation and Broadcasting a further, 1,282 tons of rice
has been unloaded. The Communist Party sporsored
union: has summoned all unions in the CTB for a dls-
cussion at 10 a.m. tomorfow to discuss the current
Railway strike: the CTB anpounced yesterday that the
leave of all the CTB employess had baen cancelled—
CDM. Trade Union leaders today began urgent consul-
tations with their rank and filz following last night's
governmentalinvocation of an Essencial Sarvices Order
requiring striking rzllwa{(men and other essential
service Workers to be back at their jobs tomorrow.
in the first editorial to be published in India on the
current strike situacion, the prestigious “National

Heralg"-.f'aunﬂad- by Jawahari2] Nehru 2nd edited’ by

Mr. Chal3pathi Rau s3ys, that there Is reason to balleve

that the Rallwaymen strike Is poligically inspired, al.
though no political party has openly supported the

9 Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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strike: and that the strike s a deliberats attémpt to ' 
e govefnMment is Consi=.

hold the natlon to ransom. Th
dering the take-over of the Ceylon Insurance Company,
the bjggest private seccor insurdnSe CoMpany now in
buslpess in the Countfy; however, no final decision

_8ither Way has Yet been taken, 2uthoritative Goverp®

ment sources indicated YeSterddy—CO, '

THURSDAY, JANUARY 6: All state ‘employees .

drawlirg salaries less thay Rs, 520 and casual employees
with over two menths unbreken service will be entitled
to the bank lcan of Rs, 3C0 approved by the gevern-.
ment on Tuesday: the lcam, which will cerry 2 12%

interest rate wil' be guarsnteed by the treesury and. -,

recovered in 10 monthly instzlmems of 36 Rs. icm the -
paysheet: easch applicart will heve o sign a primissory .-
note When he raccives the money: this was disclesed

by Mr. Fellx Dias Bznderspaike, Minisier of Finence-
at a press confercnce yesterdey. Teday is the final day -
on which all strikers must repoit 1o work in terms
of a government directive. If they fell 1o do so they, .
will interms of the Emergency Reguleticns, be deemed: -

‘to have vacated their posis 2nd lizble to penaliics under.
the Emergency Lasws. The Action Comniitge of the
GMOA and AMS decided yesttrdzé.thz:_it's member-
ship should centinue te work as “efficient y™ 2s posibles
the Actlon Committee wis in sessicn fiem

Minister of He2ith, Mis Siva Obeysekera on their out-
standing demands, which she hzd promised to serd
them yesterday at her last meeting with the union
leadership held in the last week of December. Mr:
Bacty Weerzkoen, ina letter to the FM.on behalf'of the
CFL stated that since the goverrment had resorted
to Emergency me?sures and had nc inclinaticn to settle '
the workers strike, they could c1ly condemn the acticn

cf the government and call their entire membership

to strike. Frel and food supplies yesterday reached

normaley in all parts of the courtry, accerding lo the

Minisery of irformeticn znd Brezdeesiirg=CLN. The
Joint Front of Reilwzy Upicns which met yesterday -
dec'ded tc continue with 1he strike. The Joint Frent

of Clcrical Services cemprizitg pearly |2 unions zps .
nounc:d yesterdsy that government clerks rumbering . ..

over 30,000 will go cn strike from toosy 25 scheduled.
The Samestha Lenka Raleye Lipikaru Sengemeya znd
the Arasznke Eluthusevaizler Cepgress wil rct join

the strike. Yesterdsy United Front of Post znd Teler

graph Unlons decided to reverse their earlier decision x
to strike frem yesterday follewing the armouncemert
of the government that public servents weuld be grented
a bank loan of Rs. 300, in addilien the festival advance
of Rs, 300, The Arasanka Eluthuvinaignar Szngem has in
2 memerzndum to the P.M. detziled 2 number of grie

vances affeciing it's membership. The General Secre-

tary of the sankam, Mr. R. Perinpanayakam has alse =
informed the PM that thelr union will not however

strike.  Several grievances | of CTB  employees "
wlll be discussed at a co.fererce ecnvened today Iz S
the Ceylon Transport Workers Unicn (CP) Mr. K. E. '

Briito, general secretary of the vnicn sald thet SLFP,
LSSP and UNP Trade Unions were invited for the con-
ference 2t which a set of demands weuld be formulated
Unlversity students have made twe demands s a condl
ticn for the resoper ing of the six campuses—the removal
of the polite post from the Vidyodsys Campus anid the

“fifting of the restriciiors ¢n<cme studeni® nd relesss’

of students srrested—COM. The Lecomctive Engineer's
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o serike from | lva.m. ‘today,the

1. The: GESU- claimed tedsy that the srrike that

- Mnien consisting of 280 drivers has informed the General -

Mznager of Rzilways that therr were calling off thelr
rznspert Ministry. said.

‘The area round the Pematzgcda Rellwey Yerd was
heavlly ‘policed tedzy 71 d 1he meve-cn-by-lew strictly

. wenforced to ensure thet there was ro intim’daticn of

fer werk.
they
launched todey was “'A complete Succéss’ . A spot survey
of many government cffices ind czted thet while mzny
. clerical empleyees: Were Mot 20 .their decks, services
Such as stencgraphers and 1ypitis were funct'ening.
2300 employ. e. of verious gradis of the Railwey had
Teturned to werk by yeslerday and. the government
“was expect'ng the wWhole feree 1o resyme o1t lee teday
acording to the Secretary to the Mirictrylof Information
- ond, Breadcasting at a-press briefing yvesterday-CO. The
. Salu Szala h2s an cutstendirg ki | f lzkhs of Rs. with the

rany. Railwa,men who werted to- repert

¢ Small. Industries Gorporaticn 2nd the Weaving Mills -

. Corporaticn: hence, these two organizaticns have
i g:lc:dz.dn not to send any supplies of cloth to the Salu
a— :

i FRIDAY, JANUARY 7: The entire public sector
"+has been declired 2n essential service the secretary
to the Ministry of Justice st21ed yeuterdey: he strecsed
- thag employees of zny government department or =ny
: branch thereof 2re now =n escential service, and would
be lable to peralies in terms of the Emergency Laws
ifthey did not report for work. The secretary was com-

. - menting on.the opposition propaganda that the clerical

:service had not been declired an essent @l service. This
statement came In the weke of en emergency meeting
-of the Cabinet held 2t “Temple Trees” yesterday. Seve-
‘ral clerks of the hespital clerical service in the General
«Hospital Colombo aefied the unens call for sirike
< Yesterdey znd reponied for work es usuzl. Secticns of
“public secior werkers yetierday defiea the Essenyiz|
{Services Order plcmulgated by the government and
“tontinued 1o be cn strike despite the deadline ser 1o
“retutn to werk: they now facesthe penaliies spelt oyt
in the order which incluces the confiscaticn of pi cpergy
fines and jail sentence. Although seciions of r'ai.!Wa},'

- - Morkers Who wele on strike reported back to work

the majority of these on sirike ceniinuec 1o hold out:
#ccording to’ official flgmgs 297 b were at Work in che

. Railways. The Secretary to the Ministry of Defepce

and Fcreign Affairs has instructes the (GF g issue ins-
truciicns toalpelice perscnnelto take fiimand prompt
aciicn under thelaW in the fol oWing ceses: againsg any
‘persons who congregate near places of work a:.d pre-
¥ent €mployees irom coming to work, against any
Persons whe intimidete empleyees and thereby, prevent
‘them frem going to- work, against iny' petScus who
incite employces to strike, against cny peisons who
commitacis ol sabotage on pubi icproperty. The Mipist ry
. of Fublic Admipisvrzticn ine Heme £fizits has wiridten
to ‘the United. Frone of the Cleiical Seiyices Trade

1+ JMnlers what the Minister would meet Fepresentatives

1 from upions that were 1ot cn strike. Port (cargc) Cor-
poraticn. workers and pilois: of ,the Colombo. pere
‘Worked round the rlock 1o unload and load a numter

TTASUTet ships during the past few days: according to Cor-

POTation sources the total tonmage aitended o on
Wednesday amounted to 9136: of (his, 6365 tons were
dlscl;nar,ge_g including flour, general cargo znd fertiliser.
277] tons of tes, rubber and coconut .products, were
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loaded into ships. On Saturday Mr. Maithripala Sena-
nzyzke will ceremenially cren siuices for water to flow
into the parched lands of Huruluwewa: this ‘was cne
of the major reservolrs buift by king Mahesena: it went
into disise meny cepturies zpo znd was restored in
the ea_r'ly 1950's to irrigate 10,000 acres of paddy: but
ever since it’s resforzticn there wes not encugh water
to fillit: todey the tenl is at spill level for the first time
with ti-_.el diverted waters of the Mzhaweli —CON. The
CTB will strike frem Syndey 2t midnight: the CP, LSSP .
and UNP vpions Wil periicipete tegerker with tha
SLFP unicn led by My N:nda El'awala. The SLFP unicn
led by Mr. Alavi Mo I:na will not join the strike. Mr.
Bitiy Weerskoon, Secrerzry of the Ceylon Federation
of Lzbour said at a meeting 2t Hyde Park yesterday
thzt the members of the CFL 'n the private znd corpo-
raticn sector have decided to lzunch 2 strike: the first
batch will ceme ot en Sindey znd the others on
Wednesdzy he added. Storekecpers and Jabourers at
the Civil Mediczl Syeres ard [4 divisicral drug stores
in the ouistaticns will strike on Monday: this would
greatly hamper they working of heepii2ls and dispen-
sarics @s al| drugs are despzithed either from CMS er
the divisional drug stores. The police yesterday went
in Search of Mr. Batty Weerakoon, general secretary
of the CFL for aliegedly violeting the ben en the use of
loudspeakers at the trade unicn meeting held last
evening 2t Hyde Park. The GMOA and the AMS will
hold an Emergency General meeting on Synday Jamuary

9 to discuss calling off Lhe “werk to rule’™—CDM. This
morning at 8.52 the first irain since the Rziwlay strike
left Trincomalee staticn for Galoyz and 2t 9.20 a.m.
another left Anurachepura for Mzho: znd another
traln left Mabko for KKS 2t 11.38 2pnd at 11.55
am. a tran left KKS bound fer Maho. The Minisiry
of Transport said that upte this merning 4,400 —
employees had revurned to work and by evening the
Ministry Lopes to gev a few more wagons moying with
estef tizl censumer and uiiliyy items: ‘the deadline
under the Esssntial Services Order requiring strikers
to return to work expired yesterday. Thefe was no
immeaiate indiceticn of what action will folilow against
strikers whese work stoppage is now an illegal act,
The CWE has taken all measures to ensure that co n-
sumers receive this month rations of essential food-
stufis including dried fish withcuc any delay, despite
the rail strike—CO,

-

SATURDAY, JANUARY 8: The government
yesierday banned all public meetings in the districe
of Colombo. The lezve of all gublic servants has also
been cancel le¢ curing 1he period of sirike and those
on leave will be recallec: these decisions were anpoun-
ced yestefdsy ‘evining shofily dfier the PM  had
briefed SLFF MP's atx Temple Trées of the sitpation
in the countty. A Press censorsh p is also likely to be
imposed and & Competent Authority will be appcinted
to hendle news concerniig the strike published in the
press. The GSTUF has ex;ressed it's appreciaticn of the
work deme by rhis government: it hes . listed the achi-
eVemenisand has séid thay so far no other governmert
was able 10 do this. The CTB revenue has increased
by about Rs. 400,000-ECU,LC0 2 day since.the railway
sirike on December 21 said the chief accourting officer.
For the fiist time since the railway strike was launched
the raiiway cperaied trains in the NCP and the North.

10
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yesterday: the operation which was a well guarded”

secret took the Railwaymen still an serike by furprise.

‘officials cenducied the eontrel roem in Celombo. In

reply to 7 lecter by four CTB unions to meet him te dis=

cuss their 25 demands,the Minister of Transpore called
for an immediate report from the Chairmizn'ef ithe CTB
on thelr demands. Sections of government werkers
mostly clerical servants continued to defy the Essen-
tial Services order and stayed away from work'yesterday
too: minor emplcyees tco Were 2bsent from work in
-a number of government offices, in some government
offices which haye dealings with the public, ptitons
having transacticns ‘with the deperiment were zsked
to call over on ancther day fer their business. Avten-

dance among clerical and All'ec grades 'n the Colembo.

area yesteldsy was mest encouraging: more than: 23
of the nearly 30,000 cadre were 2t work with only 2950
absentecs, zccording to the latest staiistics available
said the Secrerary to the M misury cf Infermation and

Broadcasting, Nine trade unicns in the trade unicn’s.

co-ordinaiing Committee heve cendemned the gov-
ernment’s invoking of the Essemiz.] Services obder:
an emergency mecting cf the committee this week
requested the government to settle the strikes by
negotiating with the uniors. It 2/so demznded 2n imme-
diate end to the Emergency and the resteraticy of all
democratic and civil liberties includirg the right fo
_strike. The United Front of Railway Werkers' Unicns
has turned dewn 2n ipvitzticn frem the secregery to
the Transport Ministry to mect him for further clari-
fication cn the government offer of en additicnal Rs
300 to be loaned through the two Natignzl Banks. The
front’s President Mr. P. A. Elaris yesterday told the
Ministry that the seriking unicns Were not prepared
to meet anybody other than the Min'ster. The Kandy
Petty Trade's Associat/pn in a resolution unznimous'y-

adopted at a mgeting oF the Wssoriation Fequests the
.G _ : t _goverament znd the stelking’ tride ‘unfcrs to start
The ‘Generzl Mznagerof the Railway, aleng with senfor J

discussicns 2pnd resume work simultanecysly—CDN.
The SLFP's Parliamentary Greup which met yesterday
at “Temple Trees” to discuss the situation caused by
the strike branded the present strike lzunched by unicns
as politiczlly metiveted: the group geve full authority
to the PM to deal with the situaticn arisifg from the
striles. There had been panic buying of petre! by many
motorisis: this has resulted in meny petrcl sheds run-
ning ‘out of their stocks in a few hours. The Acting
Chairmean. of the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation said

" that a rumour hed been spread by certain quarters

that Perroleum Corperarion Yorkers had gene out cn
strike: there was noaruth atall in these ramours.The
S¢ Lanka Administrative Service Urnion 'has appeeled
to the government to settle the strikes through nmego-
tiztions. The Minister of Trepsport is ‘due To meet 2
deputat'on of the Sri L-nka lathika Pravahena Sevaka
Samithi (SLFP-ccntreol'ed) icday £o discuss certain
damand submitted by the uricn to the CTB Chairman
last month. Medical institutiens bethiin Celombe and
the outsiatiens sent SOS messages to the Civil Medical
Stores to despatch thelr queta of drugs for the
first quarier of the year: according to.the Health
Department Scurces no drugs, dressings, equipment
or oXygen cylind=rs were despatched to any of the
inscitutions this year. Addivional poelice re-inforces
mEnts were put out Yesterday to guafd work -places
where employees Were on strike in Colembo and the
suburbs, Mcbile pairo's were alsc cut 2nd the move-on
by law was enferced in all paris of the clty. Accord-
ing to the GA Vayuniya the temperaty flour shortage
ir. the district has been overce me—CLM. The MP for
Gzlle, Dr. W. Dahzneyske has sert a telegrem to the
PM raquesting her to dissolve the Naticnzl State As-
sembly immediately and to hold General Eleciicns—VK

LETTER

"o : Jaffna Hindh
" Lollege

Sir,

I refer to Dr. D. D. Nevins Selva-
durai’s letter in the Tribune of
Dec. 1lth, 1976, on the above.
Before it ;goes deep down in the
minds of your readers | wish to
point out certain inaccuracies that
appeared in that letter.

" Hindu College. In 1886, William

. Mevins! Muttucumaru Sithampara-

* pillai I founded the ‘Native Town
, High'School’ at Main Street, Jaffna.
- The management and proprietor-
. ship of this School was handed over

to §. Nagalingam, Advecate in 1889,
and the school came to be known
as:Nagalingams School. He shifted
this school to 2 site at Vanarponnai-
This school -was later taken over
byJaffina :Saiva Paripalana Sabaiywho
named it as ‘Hindu High :School’.

The *‘Young Hindus”, 75th Anni-
versary issue of Jaffpa Hindu Col-
lege, describes Nagalingam and not
Willliam Nevins as its founder.

Secondly, according to the same
source, it was St. M. Pasupathy Chet-
tiar (described as Co-founder) and
not Nadaraja Chettiar, who was
instrumental in Shaping the des-
tinies of the Hindu High School.

. M. Nevins Sevladurai: Head-
master[Principal from '1892-1909
and later from 1914-1926. In bet-
ween for 5 years he was on the
staff' of Trinity College, Kandy.
Thus you will observe that Mr,
Selvadurai's assertion that he was
“the, Principzl from 1892 to 1925
and after 5 years he came back as

Principal till * he  recired” was
wihong-

K. Arumainayagam
Colombo.
17.12.76
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Sir, 3

In August last Sri Lanka appeared
at her glorious best, hosting 85
nations at the Non-aligned con-
ference held in Colombo. During
the 10 prestigous days and the
months which followed, we the
citizens have been bombarded with
massive outbursts of third world
rhetoric from many platforms and
what more, promises, dished out
in lavish quantities, promises for a
brighter future - etc. Today Sri
Lanka remains, devoid of prestige
and radiance it had gathered dur-
ing August ‘'76. The: vainglorious
action in organising the conference
has only aided in debilitating our
progress effort. Glory, at what
pricel i i

e S. D. Ebenezer
Nugegoda.
16.12,1976
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Foreign Investment
And Multinationals

By Jerome Slater

This is ‘the third and final |
article by Prof. Jerome Sla.
ter which appeared in the
Political Science Quarterly,

Jarome Slater is Professor
of - Political Science at the
State University of New
York at Buffalo. He is the
author of several books and
many articles concerned with
U.S. Foreign Policy, espe-
cially in relatlen to Latin
America. :

€ 1976’ by The Acadamy of
Political Science.

POLITICAL CONTROL!? Nene
of this - analysis denies, of course,
that economic power carries
with it pol tical leverage. But is
this political leverzge  sufficient
to give it political 'control
over -the Third Waorld? The evi-
dence - from events in the real
world, pariiculerly durng but not-
limited 1o the past few years, hard-
ly suggeststhat this Is the case.

If economic power carried with
it considerable polivical control, cre
would expect that at a minimum
such control would be sufficient
for the Imperial power to protect
its majer Economic interests, par-
ticularly in areas of the world
where itr gconomic power is grea-
test. That is, the Uniied States
could ‘exert sufficient j clivical cen-
trol to 2t least preserve the posi-
tion of its major multinational
corporations in Latin - America.
And yet over the past decade therg
has been 2’ wave of nacicnzlizaticn
of United * Siates corporations
around the world in general—Eg.,
in Ceylon, Egypt; Indonesia, Algeria,
Libyz,—bit parcicularly in 'Latin
America. Thus, Peru pationalized
the lntzrneiicnal Petroleum Cerp-
oration, among many other U.S.-
owned mubinationzls; Bolivia ex-
proprieted the Gulf Oil- Corpora=
tions the Allende rtgime in Chile

expropricted - without © compensa- .

tion thg Anaconda Companies; and

Veneruela: has fully . nationalized .
most . foreign, (mainly . L.S)" oil
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‘and while it Is * doubiful
“whl achieve quite the fantastic

“Corporations. I additien, Argens

tina and Brazil hava tightened con-

trols over US. enterprises. The

United States governmert has not

had the . political leverage to pres
vent these actions against its cor=
poraticns and, with only several
partial ‘exceptions, has all but ces- "

sed to try.

lc is npow Increasingly recognized
cthac as the host countries gain in
knowledge, confidence, and expe-
rience, and as Eyropean and Japanese
Multinatieral Cerporaticns seek to

compete With American business -

for access to the Third Waerld, the
bargtining relationshp between
Multinaticnal Corporaticns and In-
digenous Governments is - rapidly
shifiing in favor of the latter. The
‘dependence’’ pactern, under which
local elites collaborare with forelgn
Investol's against their own national
interests, is rapidly disappearing
ar.d was probably' 2lways exaggera-
ted anyway. Without local alljes,
more direct aciion on the part
of the “metrepolitan’ countries
would bz requi ed: yet, a1 med
force on behalf of private interests
is practica'ly out of the question
in this day and age. Eccriomic gre-
srures can be relatively easily re-
sisted by prcud nationalist regimes
and only worsen the situsiion for
the Muliinaticnal Corporstions. In
the past few years it i1s clear that
most corporztions have come to
grips with the new realities, seeking
to adapt to rising nationalism as
best they can, with nc recourse
to threais of economic retaliation
or to governmental assistance.

Even short of outright natio-
nalizaticn, the terms of both trade
and investment between the Third
Woerld and the advanced industrial
world are rapidly shifting. The
rise of OPEC ({the Organization
ef Petroleum ExEorting Countries)
in the Middle East is the most
dramatic example, of course: in
the 1920s host oil-producing coun-
tries received In taxation only
abcut 10-15 per cent of oil cor-
poration profits on production;
by the mid-1970s the general figure
was oVer BO percent and that of a
far larger pie. Other raw materials
producers are now seeking to form
price cargels in emulaticn of OPEC,
that ahy

success of the oil producers, the
fact Is that coliaborative aciion
to festrict produciion has led to
dramatic price rises for = Third
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~ the invarizble ccopoaticn” of ‘*'3
- degree of control must ‘approx

U Dellar Empire!

World praducers of Bauxite, tin:

copper, and other raw materials.

‘Once 2gain, the U.S. government .,
has been powerless. to prevent

these developments, even though

_they inflict varying degrees . of .
on the. l..inited:_. :

damage not only ¢
States-based multinational corpor-

ations but on the economy as a_

whole, and there are increasing

indications that adapration rather
than coercive resistznce will be .

the general American response.

AN AMERICAN

deny that the United States has

enormeus economic, political, and

military power, and that this power - -
must have a significcnt impact on .
other states, both Intended apnd
unintended. The K quesuon, how= .-

ever. is Whether this power is so
greatas to warrang calling It either

“Imperialisy” or “Imperial”’, Evep if

these terms of the notion ofa Seates
United “Empire,” are meantto b2

understood metaphorically rather

thar licerally, "we stiil must decide
whether the metaphers are insight-
ful and enlightening rather than
misleadirg.

Benjamin Cohen’s definition of

Imperizliim seems reasomably ap-
proprizte: “2my relatiopship of ef-

fective domincticn of control,polis
tical or ecomomic, direct or
direct, of one nat or over another™.
Such a definiiion clearly implies
that Great Power s involved,
not merely inequalities of power,
and that the relationship is nearly
wholly one-sided. However, it is
possible to distinguish three dif-

ferent dimensions of power: con- - '

trcl, defined as the invariable
capacity to achieve objeciives even
in the face of oppozition: domin-

tion, 'implying great power but'
falling somewhat short of outright

concrol; and influence, meanirg

the capacity to affect, to a greater
or lesser degree, the pelicies and ™

behaviour of other staies. The
term “Imperizlism” apd all its
usual variant should be 'timited

to cases in which the power of one
state over another is sufficient

to ecteblish control or 2t leasy a
high degree of domipaiicn; it has

no place where the relagionship. -
is simply one of infiuence, even -

of ' asymmeyrical influence. Given

term “Imperial sm;'" the scope al!' 5

mate the kind ef control exgreised

- by nineteenth-century  European

-pOWers over their colonies.

i2

“EMPIRE'?
Obvicusly no one would wish to .

indi- -

an— I
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Pakistan And Non-Allgnment

Where in the werld, even In

the Thitd WoH, does the United '

States actually ‘enjoy controll in
Asia® In Africat in the Middle East?

momene’s ‘reflsccion, without
further argument, should - suffice
to reveal ‘the very suggestion as
being without foundaticn. Perhaps
in Lathn America, then? in which

Latin” American countries does the -

United States exercise control or
domination: Argentina, Peru, Vene-
zuela, ~ Bolivia, Ecuador, Mexico?
Hardly, for the United States has
clearly been opposed to many signi-
ficant policies and actions of those
stares and has beén unzble to af-
fect them. What about Brazil and
Chile since Allende, where the
general drift of affalrs is al-i\_parentlz
pleasing to Washington? The bul
of the evidence as well as plain
common sense suggests that indi-
genous forces'in such farge and
complex' socleties were surely far
more impoftznt than zmy S
Actions cr pressures. What, then,
about the Caribbezn areal! Here,
indubitably, the United Siates has
considerable leverage, though not
control and only doubifuliy even
domination, except fer some ex-
tremé cases, such as Cuba before
Casero-and the Domirican Republic
in tha. 1960s. Certainly countries
Jike Haitl, the Dominican Republic,
Guatemala, Henduras, and Nicara-
gua are economically dependent
on the United States and*make it a
practice to support American fore-
ign policies; on the other hand,
even leaving 2side the rather dra-
matic Cuban case, other Carlb-
bern countries (such as Papama,
Jamaica, Trinidad end Tobago) have
charted a clearly independent eco-
nomic and political coulse.

LIMITED INFLUENCE: We
may boldly but ccnfidently con-
¢lude that the United States to-
day does not “control” any coun-
cry apywhere, and in only a slightly
more .qualified manner we may
also reject the notion of United
States . “domiration.”” Thst the
United States has varylng degrees
of Influence in the Third World
is of course undeniable, but it is
a declining influence, and limited
in scopg and effectiveness to only
cerain matters. The Uniced States

has hardly been successful In stem-

ming the rise of naticnslism and

ragicalism, or of 2ttacks on its in-

terests . and - policies ‘around the
world. How does the Urnited Siates

today typlcaliy react to the natio-
na izatlon of ‘property, to drama-

13

tic incréases of the pricss of critical

‘raw materials, to demands that it
‘remove Its military ‘bases, to anti-
American riots! On Increasingly

rare occasions with suspension of
economic assistance to the offend-
ing state, more typically with dip-
lomatic protest, and, increasirgly,
simply with silence. “imperialism’

should be made of sterner stuff—

and certaiply it used to be.
Thanks to its growing wealth,
the rapidir increasing availability
of external aid, trade, and invest-
ment from sources other than the
Uniied States (Japan, Western
Europe, the' Soviet Union); and
the increased domestic and extei-
nal constraints -on 'American use
of miliwary force, the Third World
today Is lcss vuinerable to power
of any kind than at any time slace
warld war Il. The relationship ean-
nct be plausibly described ‘as “im-
perialist” or “imperial” at all,

‘and only doubtfully and decre-

singly as "dependent’. It would
be more accurate to See tha rela-
tionship between the Unifed Staces
and the Third Werld in terms cf
mutys! dependeices mutual power
and mutual vulnerability. To be sure,
there are silll considerable asytm-
metries of power—the Uniied
States has mcre potential power
than the Third World, but it has
become Increasingly costly for it
to actually employ that power.
Still, so fong as inequalities re-
maip, We mMay  eXpett the
agtacks on United States “Imper-
ialism"” to coniinue, however in-
accurate and misleadicg they in
factare, both because the shibboleth
of “Imperialism” provides a con-
venient myth to deflect attention
from the indigenous problems of
Third World countries and be-
cause inequality per se—rather
than: domination or contrel from
without—has become the real fo-
cus of resentment in many develop-
ing naiions of the advanced indus=
trial sgcieties.

& &

EVERY PAGE OF THIS ISSUE WAS SCR-
UTINISED AND CENSORED BY THE
LCOMPETENT AUTHORITY. DELAYS N
PUBLICATION HAVE THEREFORE. BE-
COME [NEVITABLE. WE APPEAL TO
OUR READERS'TO BEAR WITH US. WE
ALSO APOLOGISE FOR THE ABSENCE
OFSOME OF OUR CUSTOMARY- FEA-

. TURES OF COMMENT.
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. The Idea of establishing a naw orga_

POINT OF VIEW .

Third World Summit

by Lankaputra

The  non-aligned  mevement
has witnessed many attéempts by
hostile forces to undermine itand
to lead it away irom the apgi-im-
perialist path through both frontal
agtacks and cutflanking manoen-
vres. Such attempis will be appa~
rently made also ‘in the furire:
Western pcwers now Seem to
prefer to act not op:anly but thre-
ugh developing countries them-
selves. An example of this Is the
proposal of the Prime Minister
of Pakistan, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto;
on convening a conference of the
developlng countries of Asia, Africa
and Latgin America at the summit;
level to discuss international eco-
nomic problems.

There has lately been @ potice-
able activisation by Pakisian aimed
at convening such a conference with-
in the next few years. To subs-
tantiate his proposal Prime Minis-
ter Bhutto wrote an article entitled
“The Third World—The Impera-
tive of Unity", which has bgen
sent to many countfies, 2nd 1t has
also been published as an official
document of the Uniied WNatigns
sponsored by interested parties.

In_this document, Pakistan hes
tried to enlist support for the pro-
posal at the conference of the
“group of 77" which was held Sep-
tember last in Mexico City.

The reasons for the increased
aceiyity by Pakistan on this questicn
are obvious. It Is no secret that
Islamabad h2s long been trying to
penetrate the non-aligned move-
ment through, one may say, the
“back entrance’” because Pakis-
tan's participation in milliary blocs
of Western powers prevented it
from joining the movement through
the front door. Since all such at-
tempts made by Pakistan in the
past ended in failure, today it has
sought to orgapise.a summit con-
ference of developing countries as
a challenge to the non-aligned move-
ment. Islamabad no doubt hopes
that it can become one of the lea-
ders of the Third World in this
hid ¥ IO S ;

- However, it Is not enough to
refer only to the ambliiious plaps
of the Prime Minister of Pakistap -

i
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nization /within the Third World
has far-reaching objectives: that of
diluting the pon-aligned movement,
of weakeningitsanti-imperialist ideo-
logy., In short, under ‘the :pretext
of convening “an economic Ban-
dung conference an ' attempt is
being . made to-substitute thenon-
aligned .movement for the, “group
of 77" and to strengthen within the
“group of 77" the influence of
reactionary regimes and countries—
members of blocs, which aspire,
of course, to seize in due. course
the leadership of the Third World
as well.

_ The proposal to convene = world
conference: of" the " Third" Werld
countries isinot only: an eéxercise
to .~ undetmine’* ‘the " pen-ligned’
‘movement . but zlso represents’ an
attackiagainst regional organizaticns
of developing countries. Prime minis-
tel Bhutto's articles states 25'if the
existence of regional groupings of
developing countries ‘betray enly
disupity: in sthe » Third: World,
and asserts thav “assgcizticns like
the Jdslamic. Conference, the Arzb
League «the Organizaticn of Afri-
can Unity and.the economiceorgzni-
zations of Latin Americzn countries”

. are “self-limited” z2nd canpot 2dd-

All this is quite clearly seen in
the said article in spite of the zu-
thor’s effores: ailmed at concealing
the true contents of "his"” pro-
posal behind numerous 2ppeals for
unity. It is asserted, for example,
as jf the new discussion would not
detract from the value of the re-
solutions on economic issyes 2dop-
ted by the non-aligned countries
in Cairo, Georgetown, Algiers,
Lima, and Colombo. However,
after this there follows a statement
to the ‘effect that the non-aligned
movement is not ‘'organized”, and
the author attacks the basis of its
membership which *‘cannot bear
an organic relation to.the: basic
ebjectives and struggle of the Third
World stoday’’.: Naturally,: some
people would' like to have all:the
developing countries take part ip
the proposed conference, be they
aligned or non-aligned. And that
is, ag the saying goes, ‘the crux
of the matter. For'it is exactly for
the  purpose  of obliterating -the
distinction between ‘the pon-ali-
goed . coyntries and -those which
are members of blocs that one pro-
motes the proposal, which impli-
edly casts doubts on the adyisabi-
lity of the exisience of the non-
aligned movement.

The article also: suggests that
developing countries should con-
fine themselves only to the econe-
mic struggle. But can onz agree
with those who deliberately mini-
mize the imporiance of the parti-
cipation of developing states in
solving the vital problems of the
world? It can be shown that such
participation has . helped | these
countries to achieve economic
progress.. Incidentally, the! entire.

experience of the struggle of thé -
_eut dowh 'three bunches from
tree. Trouble starts when yor

peoples of Asia, Africa.and Latin
Ameriéa for independent economic
deévelopment convincingly show this.
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ress themselves to the problems
which transcend this or that region.
The very fac that the Prime Minis-
ter of a developing country, which
Pakistan is, did not utter a Single
kind word about regional orgapi-
zations of the developing countries,
which champion the interests of
those countries, cannot 'but pro-
voke surprises.

&
SAFARI

In A Coconut Estate

By Alkardi Mugane

.

A-fall in the pick cof several theu-
tands from the cofresSponding pick
a year ago;-a disereparcy of over
a thousand nuts between the
previcus pick 2nd the number of nuts
of that pick that was scold, after
making the usuzl allowances, such
as subtracting the nuts that were
used, and the rejections that were
collected; and one is left asking
oneself, where did | fail? or did |
not exercise sufficient vigilance?
One of the reasons for the shortage
might be that the pick wis two
weeks early, and that the Hhgad
picker was asked, becavse of this,
to pick carefully, so that we do:
rot have a great number of rejec-
tions because of nuts that were
q_icked before they had matured.

he nuts are picked every two
months. Ra.n, and pickers not
turning up for one reason and anc-
ther, might dslay a pick siarting

. of draw it out. Two bunches Gl'[
* cocoruts”3re IEickEd from each'
.trek.Ifithe pic

‘has been delayed
a week or twp, the pickers migh;

try to come back to the ‘old 'sche-
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dile; and 1 am Tnclinéd to think
‘thut'this was the cause of the de+
<rease from the’cerresponding pick
‘fastiyear. Or were We just robbed
of muts without our: knowledge?

¢ Arman comes.along saying he is
ra. mifker: (We had recently to lay
cff a number of casual workers while

there was still work fer them to

do, &5 thz wage bill alone was tak-

ing all the income. This'left nothing
for sundries or for capital invest:’
ment, znd no estate can do without
eithier frem time to time, if not

from dazy to day, the man who

ceme wzpied to bring his family.
Just new we heve 1o vacant house.

We have 2 surfeit of milkers, but not

of plain stockmen, and the stock-

man haddifficulties 2bout milking.

Te have brought this man in would

2ve entailed taking one or two

others off the dairy, and | had pot

the heart to do this. Then | re:

membered the buffaloes.  First

sent him cnt to lock at the api-

mzls. They were wild, | told the

man he Would have to do without

the aid of a trained buffzls. He

was willing to take on the jeb of
training these animais. The man's

wife Is ready to work. He has twe

scns, beth of whom <¢an work.

We are chock-z-bleck with wor-

kers without this family. Ouyr

single copftent occupznt of our

bachelors, querters w2s sent for,

yes, he szid he was prepared to
share the house with a family,

He cculd move into the back

room. They would have to share
the kitchen znd live almost cheek

by jowl. S5 the man is coming,,
if it is with his family we just do

not knew. Segbar ey

There were two mishaps. | was
not there, and so l:am going by
hearsay. A small carc was used for
removing stones, and the cart
bull fell forward on to his knees,
and he had to be cut logse from
the cart to get him up’agai. He
was young as far as our bulls go,
and he was put between the Shafts
again.  Wohd came that another of
our cart bulls had fallen forward,
an old one 'this time, 1" thought
hz had locked th.n in the morn-
ing when he was being hitched to.
a_cart. Providcnce kept him going
till ouf. young bulls were ready.
That old bull will have to_be penn
sioned off. .The line on this page
means that |. have .been dlmost
'dead with: sleep, and 1 just dazed,
off, leaving a mark on. the paper.
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le-is enly 10.15 p.m., but that early
hour:is a measure of my tiredness.
I hayve.o'nly 2 page anda half to 1ge
and I.'do mnot want to leave it till
the .morning. B

Ouf drinking “water has been
discoleired. The tank needs clear-
ing ncw that the water in ic is low.
The tank, right down in water,
I' 'have been ‘told, was filled up
yesterday;-and the 'waier pourirg
into the tank disturbed the water
that was already there. Anyway,
[ have been told the level is right
down agaip: These last few morn-
ings on the estate, | have been up
with the milkers at 4.30 am: It
seams an odd - interpolaticn fo
make. here. This surely should
have “belonged to the previous
paragraph.

. There are six of us in this house,
the No. | and the No. 2 on the
estdte, .2 house boy, an estate
worker, cne of the milkers, and
me, making six in all .The house
boy and the general estate worker
sleep. on the verandzh. The No. 1|
and 2 have each their own rocm.
The milker shares my room and
sleeps cn the floor. Just now he
is sncring. Fcur of us eat at the
table; the house-boy, and the
estate worker, who' serves as an
alternate house bey, eat, | presume,
in the kitchen. My cousin's Afri-
cani house boy, in Nazirobi, had
gea with her at the same table at
the airpert, when she was on her
way back to Ceylon for 2 while.
When she 2nd her husband engzged
him, he took them on 4 ghree
months grial. To judge by his pho-
tograph, e seems quite satisfled
witch them, to judge by thac happy
African smile on his face. My sleepi-
ness has passed.

e @
IN'A TEA ESTATE—I6

* Strange Old Man

. Contined From Last Week

“They met the next morning
at’ breakfast, Mrs. Geary presiding
over the porridge rich with cream,
homeé laid eggs; fresh butter straight
from the thurn, home made bread
hot and’ fragraiic; which they ate
Wwith ‘a2 Sour cream cheese ‘also
turned iout: from their daity, and

délicioud golden marmaladei’ .
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. “Wahderfal - mafmalade”, “said

my  husband s he took a second
helping. “Best | have ‘ever eaten:”’

. “Made by -her,” "said the old.
man pointing to his wife. *Finest

cock in Ceylen."

She smiled in acknowledgment

of the compliment.

“We German women are all
good cooks. There's a bitter orange
tree in our garden always full' of
fruits so | make my own marma-
lade ........ i ¥ s N

They had coffee aromatic and
appetising, “not the wishy 'washy
brew they were satisfied with at
tea time,” said my husbapd. *I
am no coffee fan but | enjoyed-it.”

However, it was with a feeling

of depression that he set out later
to inspect the estate. He had po
desire to dispossess this couple
of their home. Already he had de-

cided to refuse the unpleasant situ-'

ation.

“Did you tell the ‘agents when
you got back?’ | asked.

“Oh yes! | made 5o bones about
it, but the old man had to go in
any, case, | was told, ‘and ‘would
1 act till they found someone suit-
able. My part was to reorganise
the whole caboodle and then |

was to bow out. But—as you See’

| am still here

So they set out, those two, that
moining, tc walk over Brae divi-
sion, the old man striding ahead,
his rather long white hair flosting
in the breeze, strong 2nd stalwart
in spite of his age, faded grey trou-
sers tucked into lorg, home-spun
grey socks, an old gr:r- jersey
pulled low over his hips. He looked

like a misplaced Viking. or pers.

haps .a. more- modern anachronism,
a left over from the coffee days

wher' “shores™.were unknowniand:
planters - ‘wore “strange -garb-such
as-this. - e i 5 ik e

They climbed high, the ofd gén-
tleman panting ‘hard and leaning
heavily on his'leng, stout, Knotted
stick; like a shepherd of 'the Cam-
brian motumtains. Suddenly, he stop~
ped dead in his tracks and faced
my husbapyd s ol cie SIRGeE - T

“Mon, .d'ye see:this teal Look
Mon, look round these: Alin'c ‘it
ghrir-aand.' Ye n'eer hae seen sick
tea in yer life. It’s hltpa-qnd in-
deed! My care these 'many' yeafs.
My care alone! And aow they want:
to send me away. | wad gladly
bury ' me' bomes  here, but they
szi | am too old and must go. It's’
the two young sons the anld man
left. behind wi'new fangled notions:
MNae! Nae! I'm as scrong as when
| first came here.” S

My husband. listened speechless-
It was pathetic to say the leasts

From-the height ‘on ‘which: they
stood the whole top division lay
before them. Heaven forfend. the
tea the «ld man raved over! Slopes
of undernourished bushes ‘sparesly:
dotted ~on ‘the hill -sides: like
cloves on 2 gigantic ham, or rank:
with root growth, no visible rows,
a jungle wild, urcared for. Flush
was noticeably dbsent. Coarse lea-
ves hung to twiggy branches. «

The Scotsman: broke: in on. his
meditations.

“Hae ye sun suck tea? [ hae gi'en
my life to this place.” i

My husband wondered v_\.rh:at_' to
say. Speak the truth and _ break.
an old man’s heart, or dissemble..

“This tea™, he .said waving ‘an
arm over the fleld in which they
stood—."iq a-bit-er-ur-walh 1 would
say it's in a state-of manitions” '

CINE. SOUND .
(Successors To Westrex) | . o

67, Ieland Building, .
Galle Road. Colombo"3, *

A[I Repairs- Of
Household Appliances Undertaken:
Backed By Forty Years Experience

T
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‘The old gentleman spun round:
- *"WWhat do ye mean by thet word? '

Are ye spetking sgalnst my teal”
. Hls voice rose. His shaggy white
ayabrows bristled.

*Man don't you go changin’ it,
l.get 5d per Ib. below market price
for my tea. Bhr-r-ae tea! Five pence
belcw other teas. Don't ye try
to change it. Ye canna change it.
Ye canna change It. My prices!
My tea! My br-r-a-nd! They all
know it! High grown, medium,
low grown B-r-r-a-e"!

My husband tactfully changed

- the subject.

“How d'you get cooly pay here?
Must be difficuls.”

" *Ha! That’s ancther thing. Ye
canna tackle that. Ofeten | have
come frem Wattegama railway
station, riding on my hcrse, a cooly
carrying the pay box on his head
and running in front, with a repe
round his neck while | held tﬁe
other end."

“What!"’ almost shouted my hus-
band. “All thag way! Must be about
‘fifteen to twenty miles!”

_ ©Old man nodded hir head provdly,
H% Igrey hair ~ standirg up like
2 hale.

-“Aye, zye! Quite that, even
more!™

“What about the poor cooly?
Suppose he cut threugh the rope
and ran away with the pay.”

“*Speak again man. Try another
thought. He capna cut through a
hawser~that's what he was tied
wi’. And | held him—held him!
Don't ye teach yer grand mother
to suck eggs.'” .

One night the old Scotsman
disappeared from his home, so 2
neighbouring plenter related to
my husband.

His wife missed him after dinner.
It was raining, pitchdark, blowing
great guns. In these days leopard
roamed the hills, even elephant
and other wild animals.

Inte the leech-ridden fungles the
gentleman had gone.

How he scaled these heights,
and how he found his way no cne
knows, but several hours later,
about 4 o'clock 1n the morning
he appeared in the facter of one
of the eStates cn the Rattora side

of the range which is the norchern

boundary of Brag: [T
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“An apparitlen Indeed to the :
o WR5 on an extra .

teamaker wh
early sesslom. o

Bursting In eon the astonished
m2n he announced in stertorian
tones: “l am Jesus Christ’ D'ye
hear me? Jesus Christ!”

“Ye-g-e-s,”" stuttered teamaker
gazing horror stuck at the old
Scotsman, an awe—inspiring figure

in tpite of the torn clothes thatg

hung about his stalwart frame. .
“You are Myp. G-G-Ge-ary frem
B-B-rae.”” |
“Ye are wrong. | am Jesus Chrirt.”
Solemn and sonorous came
voice.

“Ye-eves si-i-ir,” quavered the

teamaker, frightened out of his
wits. By ncw he had ‘put the roll
preaker between them.

There was a flurry of steps out-
side and another figure appeared,
wild-eyed and disraught woman
with streaming hair, with clothes
tagtered and torn, blood stained
with leech bites, and leeches hang-
ing on to her arms and feet.

It was the Scotsman's younig
daughter who having missed her
father, had chased behind as clasely
as she could, fightirg her ‘way
throvgh lantana and brushwood.

The tea msker took one leck
at her. He made 2 bee lige for the
telephone.

Whirr-whirr-whirr. He turped
the handle of the old fashioned
telephone that connected the fac-
tory with the Peria Dorai’s bun-
galow, viclently and with urgency,
locking fearfuliy over his shculder
ag the father and daughter he had
left behind. With tremblipg hands
he picked up. the receiver.

“Sir..sir”, . he called, "Come
quickly. Jesus Christ is here!”

“Who!"” asked 2 sleepy voice
at the other end.

“Je-esus Ch-r-rist, sir,”’

“Wh-at are you talking about
man. Who is there?”’ thundered
the Porai, now thoroughly awake.
“Tell me. Who is there?

“le-je-jesus! He says he is Jesus
Christ.”" &
. “M-M-Mr. G-G-Geary, sir, Mr.
Geary quite mad, also Miss Geary
not so mad, but anyway mad."”
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H:ndu Temples

INJAFFNA

Hmdu Temporahties

— 16th Century - —
by K. Arumainayagam
THE ONSLAUGHT AND WAN-
TON destructicn of the Porty-
guese on:places of religious wore
ship had nowhere been thorough
and complete as it had been in the
northern districis of the Is'and.
Added to.this sityagion ‘was the
religious Kolicy_ of the Portuguese
. which prohibited the
worship of indigencus deiiies and
Ceremonies connected with them.
Since the Dutch relaxed some of
their restrictions, few.temples were
restored towards the tail epd of
their rule in' Ceylon. However
when the British tock cver the
Northern districis of the lsland,
the temple * restoratiors had not
been complete. “Since the English
captured the territory from:the
Dutch. there Was no necessity to
offer any religious guarantee as
they did when they annexed the
kingdem of Kandy in 18]5.

In the Kandyan provinces; ‘Bii»
tish made it appear that they suc-
ceeded a wicked Ring, 'and -gua-
ranteed to protect- Buddhism' in
all its essentials; hence the in-
corporation of clause five in'the
Kandyan Cornvent on of 1815, and
clanse sixteen in the Proclamation
of 1818, Thus under British
rule Buddhism enjoyed’ at lgast
four privileges. = st

(a) British Government. became
the custodian of tha temple
of Tooth- T A A
(b) Principz! prigsts of the Dalada
Maligawa were cenfirmed by the
British Gevernment and snbjec-
ted to removal at its pleasure.
(c) Granted financial help for the
support of the phiests and for
traditional ceremonies. '~
(d) Took charge of the rich. en-
dowments cf the Buddhist Tem-
ples-tndirecelys |« i o

These were necessary to ' win
over the priests and Kandyan
chiefs and pacify the people, A
policy adoptedfor the sakg of
‘political’ expediency proved tc
e Vely embarassing for British
Governmensg both in Ceylon and
dn:Eagland., b it assiied
By the gime ' the "Hindus-goim-

pleted the first phase of temple
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- ments.

- nual ceremonies.

" lecied revenue

_ Hindu Temples

restorations n the 18705 the Bele

tish Government was in ne mocd =

to interfere In the management

of their affairs because its associas
% tion with Buddhism had been a

subject of
--England:

The problem of the Hindu Tem-
les was entirely different. from
_Euddhist temples and Indizn H ndn
temples. The temples that were
restored duryng the Dutch pericd
and early years of English rule

persistent criticism In

 were the result of the initistive

- taken by private individuzals and
Hindu priests. The temples that

" were. re-erected Were pot the

origina] temples with their endow-
; hese temples were entiie-
. ly new and hence they were treated
‘as. privage properties of the foun-
ders. The fact that some of them
Were Te-erecied on the same spots
. or closer to where the old temples
. stood is entirely a different matter.
< Theugh the initiative had been
- taken by individuals, the resources
at their disposal was not sufficient
.- enough to complete the builcings
and conduct daily poojas and an-
his compelled
the temple proprieters to appeal
for public help to carry out reg airs,
improvements and complete build-
“ings. Besides this each temple rol-
' in the form of
" “thadchanai —offerings for the per-
" formance of various’ rituals in the
~_temples. Pious ones, in order to
get respective deitiesstblessings and
merits, spontaneously donated in-
~come yielding lands and gardens
" to support the temgles, gold jewcl
lery to adorn the deities, and silver
‘end copper . utensils to be wused
in  the temples. These collections
were never accounted for and not
fully expended for the mainte
-pance of temples but went to
" support and maintain the private
life of the managers of the temples.
Temple management turned out
““to be a scurce of revenue and 2
“lucrative profession”. The pecple
who congributed did not wart
.to questicn as they fe't that they
will lcose all merit. Much more
important was the doubt whether
these temples Were private Elgo-
' perties or public properties. The
“uncertalnity in the matter preven-
. ted any meaningful legal action
‘against the temple managers.

i Earliest to make this 2s an im-
_portent issue in Ceylon was Arn-
.muga Navalar,  Though his ‘main

T

target of sttack during this period
wag the Nallur Kandesamy Tzﬂ‘f-le.
“the criticisms were equally eppli-
ctble to all other Importznt tem-
-ples ' He' maintained thet the Cov-
ernment can interfere In the mats
“terd and declared thet “sipners
are those who do not brirg pres-
sure on Government to have the
temple funds a2nd properiies pro-
tected in the hands ofthe predatory
managers.”’ He admonished the
Hindu public for being dormant
and explained to them
tracts that they have a clkim cn
the temples and could fall for the
accounts. He bzsed his clelms ¢n 2
host of factcrs which went to prove
that temples were aciually mepa-
ged with public contributicns, znd
threfore they were public insti-
titions. He cited exemples frem
Indizn 2nd English sources and ills-
trated how the contributicns made
to temples are recorded. In India
when an individiz! yrderiakes 1he
construction of temples his name
is inscribed: Emglish praciise wes
to issue a statement of sccounts
showing 2!l receipts end pzyment
indicating the sources of receipts
with names and amounts. Arumiga
Nalavar encouraged the appcint-
ment of Committees to manzge the
varied activiles of the temples.
The appeintment of the Nallur
Kandasamy Temple bulldirg Resto-
raticn Commiifee of 1873 wzs the
result of Arumyga Navalar’s czm-
paign. As a result of this campaign
many of the temples formed their
own Committees to look after
the temple ' affairs. A close study
of the events connected with
the Mavittapauram  Kzndasamy
Temple will  show that such
an arrangment was attempted 2s
early 25 in the year 1875. This took
the form of 2 joint notorial deed

throvgh-

signed by the high Priees and then
Mznager of the Temple, Sabapathy
Kurukkal znd thirty feur leading
elders of the locality snd cther

-paris of Jaffna. The deed mp 166

of 17-11-1975, agtested by S. Man-
daleneyzgam, Netary Public not
only fixed successien o the mana-
gement of the Temple, but also
placed the new mansger under
the supervision of the executants
of the deed and to render them
accounts whenever required. (See
Report. of the  Mavitfapuram
Temple Cemmission of 27-9-1541).
Though this deed was described
as a “hoax played by the vellalas™
and was revoked within ten days,
yet it shows the attempts made
by the devoteess of the Temple
to control the Temple affairs, both
successicn  2nd fipencial, in the
interest of the Tem,.le concerned.
however they did nct ‘possess
any legal status. The temple dis-
putes also 2rose when several
descendznts laid cleim fer thelr
share in the temple ‘revenues.
Contemporzry newspapers like the
“Sivite Udayabhanu'' (sivite Rising
Sun) were full of such incidents.
There were dispufes over the ma-
nagement of zlmeost all the pro-
minent ‘Hindu Temples in Jaffna.

The mismepnegement of Temple
Furds ind laxity on the part of
Temple Menegers reached such al-
arming proportiens thet Hindu
reformer: of the pericd openly
campaigned zgainst it, Encouraged
by the Buddhist Temporalities Ordi-
nance of 1889 they dprealed o the
Government to enzct a similar
legisleticn fo regulste and super-
vise the management of the Hindn
temple funds. In 1890, Messrs, T.
Chellappapillai and T. Kailzsapillai
orgenised a meeting, collected
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epough *sigratures -and . sent: a
“bulky” petition to theiLegislative
Council. - The petition. dated- 22nd
March 1850 was ‘laid. before «the!
Legislative. Council by the: Hon,
P. Ramanathan on the k7th Decems
ber 1890/. The ' petition read as
fo“oWS:-—-l i e 3

“That it is not known to your
Honourable Council that there are
several Hiiidu temgles ‘of impcr=
tance thropghout the Island and
especially in the Nerthern Pro-
vince that the aggregare annnal
in come of several femples is up-
wards of a lac of ruppess; that under
proper management and efficient
control this sum could be consi-
derably increased and that it is
simply squandered away at pre-
sent, contrary to the object of the
trusts and interest of the temples.

(2) Your memorialists fully ap-
reciate the spirit that prompted
your Heonourable Council to pa:s
. the Ordinance No. 3 of 1889
entitled “The Buddhist Tempe-
ralities Ordiance,”” inspite of op-
position from  certain quaters
- and beg most respectfully to sug-
. gest that a similar. Ordinance
. relating to all the Administra:
tion of Hindu temples will con-
fer a lasting boon ‘upon the
Hindu population of the lIsland
~and will be most cordially wel-
comed by them.

() That your memorialists hum-
bly venture to stite thit one
of the chief causes which have
led them to approach the Honou-
rable Council with this memo-
rial is that a portion of the funds
now sadly wasted might with
advantage,  be  diverted ' to
the spread of education—espe-
" cially higher—as regards the ls-
land-generally and Northern Pro-
vince in particular which Is in
-a very backward condition.
(4) It remains for your humble
Memoriali sts only to add that a
similar epactment had been in
operation in India since 1863,
and that your Honourable. Coun-
cil will be 'p|ease;d to extend
to them those blessings which
the British Governmgzat bes-
towed on their Inuian fellow
religionists more than a quarter
century ago.

Local Newspapers liké /“Ceylon -

Patriot™ an{fi i in;iu ‘Organ!* ‘too
campaigned for such an enactment.
The “Hindu Organ’’ which actually
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voiced: the' opinion ‘of Hindu re-
formers: ‘of the .pericd;' suspectéd
that .Christian pressure may be
the cause for: the “inactivity -and
apathy shown by the Government:
It explicitly peintzd out that enact-
ment of an ordinance’ to give a
legal: statgs to ' Findu Tempo-
ralities does not necessarily 'mean
that Government was fostering
Hindu Religiop. 'What the' Hindus
demanded was rnot Goverpment
interference = nor Government
control. Being alien to Hindu cul-
ture it will pot be possible for the
Government to  undertake that
task. In plain werds the question
which the Goverrment was called
upch to sclve wes not an ecclesias-
tical questicn but one which affects
rights to property and the mode
of defending against wrong doers

Tha temple disputes also con-
tributed a fair share to the serious
crimesiof the period. Very often the
tempe sucress'on, poojeh rights
and other dispufes led to open
fights when sometimes people tock
sides of ‘the various claimants,
which finally ended up in savere
riots and man slaughter. When
Ivers wzs the Government Agent
of the Northern Province he tricd
to bring zbcut a settlement by
calling 2 meeting of the “wouls be-
reformers and of persons to be
reformed (the petilicners and the
managers of the temples) and a
Commiiice tco was zppointed. But
the Government Agert could net
effect 2ny stertlement due to, the
recalcitrant  atriiude 2nd crude
har.dling of the matter by the peo-
ple in whese inlerest the com-
mittee Was appcimied. However
the Government. Agept recom-
mended to the Governmert to
place the temple managers under
the ordinances dealing with trusis™.
The Government Agent for. the
Northern Provinte wrote ir his
repert for the 1889 thar “ihis is
not merely a sentimental grie-
vance, but a very real one. The
disputes over Temple managements
constently cause ricts znd crimes:
For instance, there wess a saicus
riot at Tavadi and several persons
were put on trial for murder—
the ' conviciion being for mens-
lapghter. It was only sendirg for
and  personally warning the rival
claimanis to the manegement of
Kandasami:' temple, ther a riot
(for ~'which the respective supr

. porters. Were..in -readiness)- was

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

averted”.;Siich’a ‘step wasino Zus-
rante@ ‘agalpst. Fsimiiar © hapenings

in the'futtre.:Soltdion te the prob-

Jem cou!d be'found, not | en:the
strict enforcement of criminal pro-
cedure, bt only on the strice en-
forcement of 2 law of emple
Eroperty and that conclusion had
een arrived at thd end of the
Nineteenth Ceeptury. ;

o (. WUSHN . 5«
LATIN AMERICA

Who Helps Whom?
- By Roberto Alvarez Quinones
Prensa Latina

In the first and second develop-
ment decades of the United Nations
(1960-70 and 1970-80), a miinimum
of cne per cent of the Gross Natio-
nal Product of each industrialized
capitalist couniry was fixed as ap
annual contribution of “esconomic
aid”’ to the underdeveloped coun-
tries. This h3s not only not been
fulfilled but the figure has also
been reduced year after year.

These quotas:sheuld have beey
broken down infe::0.7 per -cerit
tn “official ald™ and 0.3 per cert
in “private aid’ which includes
normal capitalist bank leans apd
the direct capital iinyestments: of
the transnationals-

In reality, this structura estar
blished by the United Naticns
has been inverted. _i{l, 1975 “cfﬁc'la']_
aid'’ was 0.35&&# ce, ¢ while privage
aid rose to .65 per cent. ;

it is well knewa thag the big
powers utilized “aid" in crder fo
adapt the economies of the under-
developed councriesto the interests
of the world capitalist economy.

FOR EVERY DOLLAR received as
“aid"’ “the underdeveleped” coun-
tries have had to invest eight dol-
lars of their own. This means that
the industrialized capitalist coun-
tries maobliize large amoonts of
financial and Mmaterial resources of
the underdeveloped countries to
develop those sectors ar economic
branches that respond 'to their
long-run: 1nterestsi at the 'same
time, - contributing  with this "to
create a “new' division of laber
in the capitalist world.

The' strategic objective ' of this
“new™" division .of |dbor is pone
other than'wsing the ‘undardeve
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Cathalic Controversy

‘loped countries assources of raw
materials and of some industrial
rodicts “which cannot be pro-
g,‘;ab[y made . in the ‘imperialist
metrcpol is.

. These  manouvers allow the
“i'mperialist  powers to concen
trate their  eofforts and  re-

sources on the develcpment of
the scientific-techniczl revolution
while, at the same time, they gua-
rantee 2 supply of machinery,
equipment and new technology to
the so-called Third World.

Recently, some Western econo-
mists publicly admitted that one
aof the most  negative features cf
this aid is “the stress on the deve-
lopment of the infrastructure in
detriment to the productive bran-
ches of the economy.” In other
words, roads znd other communi-
cations networks are built, trans-
ort is dzveloped as well 25 the
gasic services required by the
few ' productive branches of the
econiomy, basically, the mining and
agrienltural sectors, with a view
tc experts, but ne capital is inves-
ted in industrial development in
general, nor in the qualitative and
quantitative growth of productive
forces.

Professor Harry lohnson of Chi-

.cago University said that the “aid”

is granted “with political and mili-
tary purposes in miléd" and he
admitted thay “from the point of
view of cconomic development,
the aid given to the emerging coun-
tries has been truly improductive
in terms of contributing to
that development.”

THE CONSORTIA invest their
capital in the underdeveloped coun-
tries with the clear aim of taking
advantage of the vast labor market

~and the low salaries, thagis, obtain-
ing “more profits with less capital

invested in salaries. In this way,
prodiction costs are lowered zand
profies well ' above the “normal®
averdge are obtdined by the metro-
polis, .

An eloquent example of  this
is Ghe extraciien of superprofits
by the trapsneticnzls in the Third
Werld countries, agcording to fi-

guies published by the Usited,
: _ 1970, the ccnsortia
invested 206 million dollars in Asia

Nations.  In

but in that same year they togk
away et profits of mere than 2,400

miltien dollars frem the sime con-

¢i nent. A fabulous case ‘of plunder!

An Africa, they invested 270 million

39

dollars and took away 1,000 millicn;
in Latgin America, they invested
880 millicn and took away 2,900
million.

On the other hand, one of the
arguments used by the proponents
of economic “aid" is that it contri-
butes to diminish dependence on
resources that come from abroad
and that it opens the way to self-
financing. This argument is hypocri-
tical and false.

So-called aid has been and is ome
of the main instruments used by
the imperialist powers to oppress’
the Third-World countries in terms
of financing. The underdeveioped
countries have been getting into
debt more and more. At the begin-
ning of this year, according to the
US Sgcretaly of the Treasury in
May, the global debt of all the
mnderdzveloped countries already
exceaded the sum of 150 billion
dollars, 50 per cent of which will
have to be paid before 1978.

The foreign debt of the Third
World countries is so grea that
most of them must ask for new
loans. not only to confront the
critical economic situsticn, but also
to amortize the loans granted ear-
lier and to pay the intersst rates
on them. IDB revealed that in
1974, Lacin America had to spend
I. 848 million dollars on interests.

This vicious <ircle, in  which
capitalist eccmomic “'zid"” is one
of the most important factors, has
dramatically aggraviied the socio-
economic problems of the under-
developed countries, which must
use a larger and larger part of
their scant income from exporis
to pay the foreign debt contrzceed
witﬁ the imperialist powers thet
thus profit on the huinger and
death of millions ef humen beings.

= &

Eﬁaﬁga of this, thal and
the ofher

Julian's Pen-ltch
By INNA '

Without answering a relevant .

questicn addressed ‘te  hiim ‘some
monchs ago, regarding his “double-
dealing” Jekyll-Hyde ways a5 to
birth i
in one paper 2nd oppesite views
in another, Mr. Julizn Senznayake
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control, sterilizeticn views

of Dehiwela has once again come
out with another canard! The
Daily News of October 2nd shows
ina Letter of his that heisalarmed.
shocked a¢ the way the *“Catholic
Gessenger’ s trying to discredit
Government. He then puts on 2
fast one: “this paper of a religious
community has nething to do with
ﬁolitics”. Perhaps this will silence
im for another few months ¢ill
he gets courage to find and learn
by condemning what he does not
know.

Christians who are acting like
imbeciles may not zgree :but the
normal adult reflexive christian
would agree thag there is the need
to retain 2 religious thread chrough
every aspect of the political order.
Julian might next be saying that
Buddhism has nothing to do with
the political order” and 'history
would prove him wrong. If poli-
tics are 2bout the nature of sociaty,
then very litele lies outside 'jr.
Everything is ‘political but ‘peli-
tics' (the type you probably intend
to decry) isn't everything., Or is
he against Cardinal Newmzn whe
says: “Whoever says that religion
is not politicel, speaks as erringly
and offends with his tongie as
certainly as if in Paul’s time a man
said it mattered not whether he was
a christian or a heathen™ (guoted
in David Leigd in Month, Febi ‘76,
vol. 9, n. 2). Now, while | have 2
distaste for the use of “chrictizn’’
as opposed wantonly to . {‘heathen’
(extrapolated out of the century’
in which it was psed), I.still think
that Paulipe ‘scholars would know
the radical oppcsitien meant here.
It almest amounts to mean a sinful,
laukika person. Translated into our
terms it would be ‘lokottara’,
“lapkika'. Politics is . wvery  neegs-
sary. It is ofily the deeply religious

1 man, who -takes politics sericiusly,

who is woriisd about the . wey ha
and his fellowmen are:.goversad
so that they can truly  become
themselves, This isiwhy in: remote
regions of Sr]: LGll;::_. some imenks
ate constenily. helping the pec

to upliit ;ht__r_ns&l\ié_s. ‘guidl::ze tplhz
villager, helping him ;to- be: mere
truly himself, end Lr¥ing o obtain
whatever the present goyernment
can offer so that all may get the
best possible  bencfits: of governs
ment. Lord Buddha  hintsalf wisntds"
not - have -dene -otharwise.: Did: ha:-
not say:- “he’who 's€cd ‘mie Yees' |
dhamma and he who'sees Dhamma
Sees me”? (Samyutea nikaya) The
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cry “keep religion out of politics”
"or “keep education out of polities’
chus, has no meaning. The right
use ‘of the vote, the defending of
the rights of the human person,
the maintaining of freedom—all
from part of the political. Every
citizen:is a “‘political man’. “lLa
politique” is the art of living well
together; it is th. preoccupaticn,
the sollicicude of each and oll to
unite to modify and make perfect
the general conditions of life in
view of what is called” the com-
mon good”' it is essentially colla-
boration for progress and deve-
lopment of the human “city” (the
*“pelis™), that is the society ©
men. Any man, including Julian

Senanayake who is mot at the
same time a ‘“‘political” man
basely betryas his mission. Can

you then expect the catholic mes-
senger (Catholic means “all things
to all men'’, as catholics describe
it; | believe) to betray its mission
of being the critical conscience
for catholics in regard to igs total
mission? Catholic or no catholic
if you are suddenly up on the road
and hustled into a2 car and taken
to the Police station and beaten
tipy as happened fo a friend of mine
recently because he said he loved
a constable’s niece, then ycu'd
wonder why no one took up your
cause had you wriiten to all papers
including the Messenger, abcut,
“condemmation  without  trizl”
about “‘increasing torpure in the
world”, and about “brutal police
power in some countries by some
police officers ' And this is a poli-
tical question. Julian Senanayake
would then come into the lime-
light from being a pep-itch sufferer
in a quiet corner of Dehlwela to
someona whe suffers political tor-
ture for a mora! reason: the free-
dom of the marriageable individual
to marty whomsoever he wishes,
without fear of physical torture
by stage machinery.

REVIEW

Men: The Expendable Sex

By Jayantha Somasundaram

Woman‘s Evolution by Evelyn
Reed Pathfinder Press, New York,
When Karl Marx wrote the
Communist Manifesto in 1848, an-
thropology as a science had not
yet ccme into being. Marx there-
fore only briefly dealt with the
differentiation between the sexes.
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It was left to his disciple, Engels,

-to interpret the discoveriesof L. H.

Morgan and . identify primitive
soclety in Marxist terms.

Today,  anthropological  dis-
coveries have given us a welter
of data with which to approach
inter-sexual relations. Evelyn Reed
has drawn on all of this know-
ledge and informaticn, to charter
‘the role of women across thou-
sands of years of pre-histery. Her
monumental work, Women's Evo-
lution traces human society as it
progresses from the matriarchal
clan to the patriarchal family.

She claims that the funciional
difference between male and fe-
male, with the female having to
provide for their offspring, neces-
sitated the socialisaticn of the
species. The need 2nd desire to
protect her offspring, and thus
mankind, from cannibalism, led to
the introduction of the first social

conventions—the sex and food
tabeoo.
The incest taboo, a5 we mis-

takenly call it, is found 2among even
the most primitive people, where
it goes to restrict sex between
a man and the woman in the clan,
his social motheis apnd sisters.
Contrary to popilar belief, there
are no harmil egffecis of inbreed-
ing, as laboratory experiments with
most animals has proved—then why
this deep rocted horror of incest?
L. H. Morgan waes the first to dis-
cover that “from the precariocus
natyre of feood sources, cenri-
balism became the dira reSort of
mankind.”

All species are. prodded by
hu ger for food and hunger fer
sex. The social imperative in man
led to the taboo against mating
with any woman belenging to his

totem-kin or eating totem-kin
animals.
Unable o draw the dividing

line between humans and animails
through biological criteria, euir
ancestors were obliged to invent
the socizl kinship system—those
of the same kin, humans, non-
kin members, animals, Sanctity of
life was restricted only to the
commuinity.

Through the sex taboo men
were prevented from competing
with one another fet access to
women of their kin, and thys ep-
sured less friction with men and
women within the tctem with
whom they worked in primitive
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communal society. But more impor--

tant in the era of . cannibalism.

they were kept seperate from the
women and chidren of the clan
and therefore minimised the risk
of interpal cannibtliam..

This is why ag times when women
are ‘bloody’, during menses and
childbirth, they are taboo to men.
Primitive people could not diffe-
rentiate between harmless and fatal
bleeding, thus a man caught neer
a woman in a bloddy conditicn
ran the risk of being accused of
cannibalism. From time immemorial
women confined themselves dir-
ing childbirth, often away from
their nmormal abode. In the re-
pressive male-dominated society
that subsequently developed, she
was cast out among the animals.
“The sheep, horses and cows pro-
vided the romfort denied by fel-
fow humans. Mary, the most fa-
mous of mothers, gave birth in
this fashion.”

Evelyn Reged sees women play-
ing the pivotal role in the process
of humen, civilizetion. Thraough
food gathering, cooking and ccitage
industries, women shaped human
progress. ;

Equality of sex was a corcomi-
tant tc a communal society. “The
inequalities 2mnd  discriminaiions
that came forward inm civilised
saciety did not and could got exist
at a time when human survival
depended upon the closest soli-
darity among men.”

Society meved out of Tts matri-
archal stage, into a fratiarchy,
through the crystalisaticn of the
male-female bonding, which gave
rise to marriage betWeen cross-

cousing, something siuiill popular
in our country, even while marriage
between ortho-cousins  Is  re-

garded with horror. The deminent
male ina child's life was ret his
father. but his mother's brothers.

Evelyn Reed meticulously wn-
ravels the development of more
complex social systems, more pro-
ductive labour relations and the
consequent re-arrangement of cuol-
tural prerogatives. Thus, with
the emergence of private Pproperty
we end up with not only marr-
1age and the nuclear family, but
2lso a male dominated patriarchy.

“Marriage from its inception did
not hinge upon the sexual reletions

between a man and woman:idit was.

centred entirely on economic and
social relations.”
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HANDBOOK
for the
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A Studio Times

Publication X
305 Pages
24 Black and White
Photographs

4 full colour plates

This book Is not only for foreigners
It will be a companion

for local people on their travels
through the Island.

Available at
STUDIO TIMES

TIMES BUILDING,
COLOMBO-|
and at all leading bookshops
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