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ON Tt COVER (his wéek we have 2 piciuie of atree.  Wa do notintend,
on this occasion, 1o preach a sefmon on the preseryation of trees and t
need Lo grow more trees. We t :
may well wrn round and tell us that our hobby horse has been well nigh
ridden 10 death and that it was time we laid off from trees for a whie,

especially now that the Prime Miriister, the Government and alt imporiant |

poijcicians have called upon the people, young and old, to planc trees. Last
month there was a massive tree planting campaign in which it is said many
many mil.ions of seedlings were planted. Even if only 2 small perceniage
of the crees so planted survive,it willgo a long way towards restering the
ecological balance so disastrousiy disrupted by the wanton destruciion of
trees and forestsin theisland. Withali tele more care than has been shown
in the past, the casualty rate of trees planted can be cut down drastically.
Our Cover Picttire this Week depicis a parasite growing on a tree. Sofme
may mistake this clinging growth 10 a useful vine like pepper, but it is not.
Though parasiies are part of natlire and constiwute an integral part of the
environment, it is essenvizl that in culiivated vegetation and trees, para-
s,tes have to be eliminated if the main plant is to survive or produce its full
quota of fruet: Many people know the 1mportance of destroying parzsiies
which take root in the trunks or branches of cultivated trees and chey do
a0t hesicate 1O eradicate them. But not many people realise that parasites
in human society consitute an even greater danger (than parasites on trees)
2o the weli-being of human kind. Uniike their counterparts in the world
of flora, human parasites cannot be classified or categorised as easily identi~
fiable genus, species or sub-species. Parasiies are found in all human
grolips, Communiues, races, castes and tribes, but they are not readily
recognisable. An oversimplified, but nevertheless accurate definition of a
human parasite isa human being who lives largely on the sweat ana toil of
others Without himself (herseli) doing propottionately adequate lo justivy
whatever benefits he (or she) derives from the wealih of the communiy.
The most easily identiliable humen peresi'es zre these Whe act as middle-
men and brokers begween producers end consumers and many of whom are
able to excract unconscionzble profits fer in excess of the services they
render. Thete Is no doubt chat brokers znd middle men do render aservice
to the Community 10 {aci itate barter in the era of the cash néxus.  largon-
ridden pundit terminclogy es been devised 10 describe some of the brokers
and middiemen created by co.onial and imperialist wrade in Asiatic copntries:
eg. compradore bourgeoisis brown sahibs, mudaizlis, ete ete. Pcliticians,
especially of ghe leftwing species, have taken it upon themselves not merely
to expose some of the anui-social (End often anti-nstional) activities of (his
breed of human parasites but aslo 1o demand that they be exterminated by
replacing indiridual 2nd privaie brokers eand middlemen by cc-operative
and iationalised undertakivgs to do he brokering. Cnly the future will
reveal whether this substicution has dene more good than harm or vice-
versa. Instead of having a few individuzl privately-operating brokers men4
countries today have an army of faceless individuals who betome iainted
with che incubus of brokering in national and co-eperative underiakings
with the result that corfuption, pilferage, cheating and other forms of para-
sitic existence have prolilerated on a2 large scale. This has been the
axpetience of many developing countries which have sought to replace
private trade with co-operative or nationzl sed trade. !t may take mery
more years {and many bitter lessous) for new nations to learn to. conirui
{and_ eliminaie) parasitism in pationalised and co-cperative underakings.
in theory and on paper, nationalised vertures c2n and must automatically
climinzta paresicdsm, but experience has shown that nat'onalisation engenders
new forums of parasizism, Moreover, parasitism has also become 2n out-
arawsh of modérn polivical life, be it |eft, right or centre. Messiznic ideo:
foziies have persiscently pontificiied thzt 1f one became imbued with a

new -« ligion or an id=glogy—Chrisiianivy, Buddhism, Confuciznism, Marxizm
Masicr—cne was irensfemed into ‘a2 ‘new being free of allthe sins
ths fflicied man including parasiism. The fact is that a large number of

devot s efrelizions faich or polilical dogma have become parasities of the
woret kind, sicher in the garb of priesthood or revolution. Human nature,
being wint it iz, the new mian envisioned by the propheis Is 2 mirdge: and
modern sotiety has 1o devise ways and mgens 10 keep parasities under
cofitrol inn the manner older sociclies had done 2nd also In the way nature
kesps them in check in the forests.  Unless this is done, there is great
danger o any community especially when parasitics flaunt their ' -gotten
gsins in flamboyant oppulence, as our CRAs and gem mudalalis do. In

Trire recently, crewds had gone on the rampage owing to high prices of -

essentials and high living (new limousines night clubs and five~star hotels
werg the main target) by a parasitic elite.
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOKX

® Current Dt;velo.pmenls

january 9,

UMLESSONE VIEWS THE CUR-
RENT SITUATION in the country
with an¥ abiding sense of humout
one Js liable to go off at a tangent
into: realms where comprehension
and understanding are elouded by
over-sarnest “‘convictions'’ of one
kind oranother. To understand what
has so far happened and all that
which continues td happen is to
understand ‘the baffling puzzle that
Sri Lanka is today.

It had all begun very simply.
Christmas is traditional time in
Sri Lanka for bonus, santhosams,
presents, and the like. Every Christ
mas, for as long as one can remem-
ber—ever since trade unions and
what npot had come to stay—there
have been strikes, stoppages and
20-slows in the week before Christ-
ras to extort a little “more”
from the employer, private as
well as public. From the begin-
ning of December, 1976, it was
known that some of the Unions
in the Railways had staked a claim
fora Rs. 500 “festival’ advance. So
far the “fescival’ advance was only
Rs. 100: and the excuse for this
“fastival’’ advance, 'in a land where
Christmas was frowned upon as
something ““foreign” and ‘‘um-
buddhist’’, was that the money
was needed to buy books and
clothes for children for the new
school year.

The first bitof hypocritical humbug
which enveloped this “affaire’” was
that this “festival’”” advance was
not for spending in the “festive”
sedson. The second interesting fea-
sure was that the demand in 1976
was pitched so high that nobody
took it seripusly. Everyone thought
thag some ‘‘compromise” would
be arrived at somewhere between
Rs. 200 and Rs. 300. But, unfortu-
nately, the Union which had first
wanted ' this Rs, 500 festival al-
lowance was LSSP-léd, and' the
Governmant—very - conscious that
it had broken ' with'the LSSP—
did ‘not want to concede anything
to a2 LSSP union. becapse such' a
“victory" might have added .18 the
prestige of che LSSP. Andsoit was
chat the Governpment -pegotiated
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with a “Federation’’ in such a
way that only the SLFP and CP
unions came into the picture and
to these ymions the Government
graciously offered to increase the
“festival’’ advance to Rs. 200. But
the LSSP, which was waiting for
oppOrtunity o extort its pound
of flash, took high ground and tha
Union concerned set in motion
a creeping go-slow and strike that
paralysed the Railway by Decem-
ber 22/23. At this point, the Gov-
ernment sought to place its under-
standable reluctance to negoiiate
with the LSSP union (which Goy-

ernment thought would be 2 pre-

lude to a dialogue with the
LSSP political leadership) on the
“high" principle that a Govern-
ment, 3 popular Government at
that (which felt it had done
much for the common man), should
not and must not negotiate with
Ystrikers.”

Even the late Mao Tse-tung's
Thoughts on CONTRADICTIONS
cannot help one to understand
why a Government, in this era,
should refuse to negotiate with
those on strike: that it should
insist that negotiations were pos-
sible only after the men returned
to work. This high principle had
also been enunciated when the
doctors in the public service had
resorted to *‘trade unien' action
in the form of 2 devastating work-
to-rule. The Government, when
it found that the dispute with the
doctors was unresolved, in spite
of the biggest propaganda offen-
sive by the entire gamyt of official
mass media, adopted a face-saving
device by asking a Sectoral Com-
mittee of the Cabinet to look into
the matter. The Sectoral Com-
mittee, not being the “govern-
ment,”” had discussions with the
work-to-rule doctors and succeeded
in re-establishing a dialogue that
‘was needed to resolve matters.

In the case of the Railway Union,
the Government was more sensi-
tive than they were with the doc-
tors. The medical trade ‘unionists,
it was admitted, were not tainted
with the LSSP ipcubus, and the
Goverpment was happy about hav-
ing devised the Sectoral Committee
bypass 'to save face. In the case
of the Railway, the Goverp-
.ment waited yntil the brink
was "reached whilst the pro-
paganda’ media resorted to every
known trick in the game to pres-
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surise the strikers to go back.
When everything failed, 2 face
saving  formula with 'a “strong-
arm'’ touch was devised as the
ultimate solutien. The Rs. 500
demand was conceded but with
a gimmick that tock the element
of grace from the concession and
made it'appear as a difficult bargain
(although it was inpeality 2 “sur-
render”). The Gowvernment laid
down thatit would offeran interast-
free festival advance of Rs. 200
and an interest-bearing bank loan
of Rs, 300, making 2 grand total
of Rs. 500. Bug this offer was coupled
with an over-anxious insistence on
promulgating the Esssential Ser-
vices Order requiring everyone
on strike to report for work on
Japuary 6, '

It is ccmmon knowledge as to
what happened, The Order was
defied by the Railwaymen’s Feder-
ation and though 2 certzin number
trickled back te work to enable
the Government to run & few
trains In a tragic-comic fachion
with advance and rear guards and
a helicopter cover, the bulk of
the strikers did not return to
work immediately. On the con-
trary, the strike began to
spread and 2t the time of writing
a geperal strike has been called
for January 12. The call has come
from the LSSP-led CFL but it is
clear that cthere is a feeling
among Some trade unions
that it would be “suicidal” for
trade unionism to accept the Gov-
ernment’s proposition thet a “po-
pular”  government should not
negotiate with “strikers.” A great
deal of hot air has been let off
in trade union circles that this prip.
ciple is the negation of the “right
to strike’” which is entrenched in
the fundamental rights of the Re-
publican Constitution of Sri Lanka.
But what these idelogues fatled to
see is that principles sre today
enunciated to suit situations. Kis-
singer, the democrat, bombed the
royal liberal regime of Sihanouk
out of existence to establish a tem-
porary pro-US Lon Nel puppet
regime to carry on the war ip
Victnam, only ultimately to bring
into being an ultra-left and risidly
inflexible  Khmer communist re-
gime. Mao Tse-tung, the arch enemy
of reactionaries, thought it neces-
sary to support the regime of
Pinochet in Chile. Actions today
are dictated by circymstances pot

.
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by romanticised “principles.” A
hiundred other examples can be
cited to show that it is wrong to
hold aloft principles apnd adopt
postures as if the future depended
solely on upholding what one holds
to ba a “principle” right' “unto
death’’.

In ‘this cose, the Railwaymen's
Federation (whatever its exact —name)
could easily have accepted the Gov-
ernment's offer and token the strong-
arm bombast in the Essential
Services Order in their stride
(with a pinch of humour) and brought
peace to a much harassed commu-
nity plagued with shortages owing
to a breakdown in the tranzport
service. The Railway Unicns could
well have responded to the Govern-
ment’s offer with grace and settled
the strike having got the Rs. 200
““festival’ advance. In the same way,
it can be argued - that the Govern-
ment could well have given the Rs.
500 advance after due  negoti-
ations and secured for itself a better
image among the working people.
But neither the Goveinment nor
the Railway Unions on strike seemed
to be blessed with a sense of detach-
ment and humour to meet realities
gs they should be met.

And today, the country has be-
gun to witness 2 confrontation
that bodes no good. Humour
has gone out of the situation and
far top many people are,adopting
deadly-earnest postures. It hes be-
come clear thag the Railwaymens'
Unions, which had initiated the
Rs. 500 advance demand, Were
rezlly after 2 new dialogue bet-
ween the LSSP and the Govern-
ment, and, the Government, on
the other hand, seems to be un-
nacessarily obsessed with the idea
that anything LS5P should be
taboo.

The position seems to be

gimply this: a section of ' the

trade union movement is anx-

jous to ensure the start of 2

new dialogue between ‘the

LSSP and the SLFP. With

the strike situation having

deyelo to what it is today,
the LSSP feels that it will be
in a position te speak from

a position of strength: that

as the *sacred” trade union

principle centred on the
“right to strike” has been.
jnvoked by the unions con-

cerned, all other unions, even
those far removed from the
LSSP, could not stand idly by.

3

On the other hand, the Gov-
ernment, labouring the belief
that it is a “socialist’ gove
ernment, which has done
much for the working
class, seems convinced that
the ‘‘right to strike’” should
be understood in the back-
ground of the realities of the
United Front Govern-
ment: and that the
goyernment was entitled to
ask of the working class not
to indulge in  unnecessary
strikes (as everything rea-
sonable and possible had been
conceded without strikes)
and alse that if a maverick
union resorted to strike ac-
tion the Government was en-
ticled to refuse to nego-
tiate with it until the strike
was called off.

It is an altogether funny situ3-
tion, if one is Inclined 1o look at
it ghat way—2pd thefe docs not
seem to be any other way of look-
ing atic just pow. Here we have
the trade unions which have for
years extolled the UF government
as being a kind of *‘socialist” govs
ernment demanding from it a right
which trade unions inuist upon in
their relctions with capialisy gov-:
ernments, viz, the right to sirike
and the concomitint right 1o fold
negoulztions whlst the sirike wes
on. This is a right which trade
unions in truly soclalist countries
do not ipsist upon. And we now
have a Government which has deve-
|oped the Simp\ stic bellef that it
is a “socalst" goverppent (that
had brought ‘“socizlism” to Sri
Lanka) demanding from the trade,
unions the acceptince of the prin-
ciple that in socizlist countrics
tha right to strike was circyms-'
cribed by other copsiderations which
entailed 2 suspen:icn of the class
struggle.  Goverpment  Sources,
very correctly perhaps, point out
thzt in 2}l admittedly soc'alist coun-
tries the Governments ‘does not:
tolerate striles on the footing
that the exploliing capitelist clesses
had been eliminated. 1t is 2 moot
Foi_nt, however, whether the United

ront government s 2 *fsoclalist’-
government, but if the speechies
and statements.of the parties in-
volved, inclidng the leaders of
the trade unlons;: are taken -info
consideration, there is no doubt-
that the Government s entitled |
to regard itself as “socialist’’sHew:
eyers it is equally true that nearly
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all these statements are expressions
of faith and hope rather tizn 2
true descripuon of the realiviess
And that §s why the country is
faced with the current confronta
tion between the trade unions aa

the government. '

There are other even funnier
aspects to the matter. The LSSP
now holds the naive position, Ano
doubt . for political propagandd
purposes), that the United Frofit
government could be regarded ds

socialist” ony 2s long they (the
LSSP) were part and parce! of the
Government. But the moment, the
LSSP was out of the Government,
the UF government wss described
as being not “socialist™. On this
same logic, if the LSSP rejoined
the Upited Front government, ‘it
rlvc::gid once again become  “socia.

SEi

There was a time when many
people really believed that the LSSP
was the true essence of everythng
that was “socialist” zn that i
presence in any Setup endowed it
with the magic qualities “socia-
lism’'. This bel'ef wzs nurivred in
the “conviction’" thay the LSSP was
out to exterm/nate all capitelizt'and
exploiting clisses. But zffer the
years of the LSSP in the UF govern-
ment, many people hiave become
disili's'oned becsuse the LSSP,
whilst liquidating some section of
the older capitalists, had success-
fully created 2 new and extremely
vicious capitzl’st clees in Srilirka
in the form 2nd shape of the CRAs
and the gem mudelells, =

“When the LSSP quit the Upitéd
Front government, the SLFP be-
lieved that it was in a' position
to do witkout the LSSP in the
governance of the country: that the
SLFP had acquired adequate pres-
tige 2and influence in the trade
um'on field to eliminate and
negate the long-standing  connec-
tions the LSSP has had with the
working cless in this coyntiry. The
CP had_sericus doubts about this
cver-simplified zppreach of the
SLFP, but there was ligtle the CP
could do 2bgut this in view of the
over-abundznce of  cocksure self-
assurznce the SLFP 'has developed
in the -years after [970 atout :its
own strength in the ‘political and

trade un'on spheres. .
“This sef-2ssvrznce bid Inerezeed

greatly after thesyccesses achicned
at the time of the nonaligned cop-
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ference. The SLFP had been led
iate the bellef, ‘wrongly as pew
developments now shew, that the
LSSP had ceased tg be 3 major
factor ip the trade ynlon and peli-
tical sector. This vicw had been
strengthened by the fact that LSSP
efforis to stage 2 major comeback
Iz the pol'tical arena throigh the
trade union aciion had failed op
two or three gccaslons after the

LSSP quit the Goverpment. It is
cn record that the LSSP had tried:
to trigger major confrontstions bets

ween the trade uplons and the
government in the last
months but had failed. This wes
perhaps one reason why the SLFP
had developed the yiew that the

L55F was no longer a mijor force

in the trade union sector.

"LSSP hardcore wunionists want
‘the LSSP to be a governmant
party  and have sought to
Jereate confrontations to make
it necessary for the SLFP
‘to seek a dialogue with the
LSSP. The SLF? was also ver
fonscious about such conti-
' muing and persistent efforts

‘to create situations in which
-the LSSP would bs in a

-ipositicn to speak from a
-Pmil:lon of strength to the
_-;ﬁ’?.. This constious determi-

snation of the SLIP not to-
-gnter any kind of dialogue with |
the LSSP has in many ways.

inhibited its policies and at-
titudes vis a vis the trade
unions: and that was undoub-
tedly the reason why the SLFP
did not settle the Rs.. 500
advance dispute  through

«direct mnegotiations with the

Unions. concerned.

The SLFP tried to resolve
the problem by conceding the
démand as a purely “econc-
‘mic” issue, unilaterally, first
by Wgrinf an increase (Rs.
200) and later by conceding
the Rs., 500 itself. To make
this unilateral de ision  ap-
pear to be the resulc of some
kind of “negotiations”, dis-
cussions were held with re-
presentitives of pro-govern-
ment CGR unions. But this
does not seem to have satis-
ficd the 'LSSP unions (and-
tio doubt the LSSP leadership).

And .thli; has "m'z ‘i'f_ooled any
body eclse. A lirect nego~
:I!e LSSP unions,

tiations ' with
whether on strike and other-

wise, was believed by all par-’

TRIBUNE, January 2, 1977

fifteen

ties as quni_n a way for a
direct” SLFP-LSSP - dia :
The fact Is that the LSSP has
badly wanted to re-open a dia-
logue with the SLFP and the
UF from a position of stren-
gth but the SLFP has enter-

‘tained the bellef ¢hat it was

Strong enough to resist this
~and do without the the LSSP.

The SLFP . method of deal’'ng
with this macter will remind dis-
cerning students of pollthcs about
the manner the SLFIE (2nd indced

the LSSP and CP 2s part of the

UF government) had seught to
resolve the Tamil problem. Ever
since the UF government was Ips-
talied in 1970, it had fcllowed a
policy of ignoring the elected re-
presentatives of the Tamil peoples
and had sought to woo and win
the Tamil “messes” through iis
loyaliste who offered var ous con-
ceSsions to Tamils wi'l'ng to dis-
card the FP apd the TUF. This policy,
which was vigergusly supported
by the LSSP and CP, has failed
miserzbly znd the shwaticn on the
Sinhala-Tamil  fssye  has  be-
come conslderably worse thap
in 1970 with a demand for a sepa-
rate state for the Tamils,

“The SLFP still seems to harbour
iHlusions atout solving the Tamil
question by negotizting with “bro-
kers” ‘who have nostanding among
the Tami] people. If the same logic
the SLFP had adopted to the cur-
rent trade union d'spute 5 exten-
ded to the Tamil questlon, it is
concelvable thet the SLFP might
say chat it will not negotizte with
the TULF as long 35 it was cam-
mitted to a “separitg state’ de.
mand: it Is simllar 10 the pesition
that the Goverament will pot
negotizte with workers while they
are on strike.

The world is teday in an era
where unilaterel declsions, however
Correct, cannot rfesolve disputcs:
and that unless consensus was ach-
teved in discussions even the best
of unilateral decicions w'll prove
meaningless and fuii'e. There have
recently been unilzteral decisions
which create major headaches op
2 national
levels. Take the case of Rhodesia,
fan Smith’s unilateral declilon to
maka Rhodesls independent . no

doeubt satisfied the white racises

in that country and In neighbour.
Ing South Africa (and alse in other

pares of the worid). But this pgi.
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ateral decision has brought more

trouble to the 'white racisis eFap’
any other single decls ¢r In recent.

titmes. lan Smith “has pow: been-

compeled to negotiate with tha!
blacks whom he thought he Had!

liguidated or “had  consigned to
prisons for the rest of thejr lives, -
Negotiation s the
of contemporary politics  and
all those who seelt to play, this

game only want to do this from.

positions of strepgth. The LSSP
wants to tallk from a position
of strerigth to the SLFP and the
CF, but the SLFP doss not 'want

this, The CP trade unions are:

caught between ‘twe fires . and
their position

This manceuvring for pcsitions

of strength in the political  sec--
tor (through trade unions) - and

the consequent conflicis and
contradictions have created: a
situation in the country which

has brought hardships to a peo-.
burdened  with

ple already
many difficulties. i

Even Before the strikes had,
begun in real earnest, flour Was
short and biead queuss . kad.
become the order of the day. .
even in the city of Colomba; .
There is no information as yet.
as to how this sltuation 'had-.
arisen Lut it seems, likely. that
either shipments were delayed.-
or that o:ders were net - placed |
in time (it may ie that foreign
exchange may have been short
or the credit agrecements had

not been signed). Whatever It
is, the flcur siluation was bad,
and eyen when the flour ship-
ments  arrived the 'railway
strike made it impossible to
restore normacly in regard to
the distribut.on of flour, '

The flour question opens . ip "

many other matiers, 16 hos  been
revezled chat S1i Lanka will imporg
at least. 500000 tons of w At

fiour in 1977 besices 306,600 ions .

of rice from different surces. The

LS alone has agried to ship 200,000 -

tons under PL 480, fa spite of all

the protestaions end professions

of the Covernment, the. Import

of the staple basics have increased, .
Furthetmore, the Sri Lapka. -has -
new become 2 wheat eaging nation

“without any chance of eyer belng

able te grow:wheat, Mzny people

~have pecome so habltuzlly aceusie. -
-medto eatlig bread spd other wheat .
preparations thay they wow do net-

4

essence

in- unenviable. -
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wane tiee: ln fact they have dis-

———

eovered that wheat hes 2 higher

rcentage of energy-giving carbo-
gdratei than . rlie, and even if
local rice production catches up
with demand the government wlrl
be faced with a situstion where
a major section of the populition
will demand the Import of wheat.
Food Is hableformnpg and the
country has to be prepared to
meet the consequences of this
wheat-gating habit.

The low rainf !

all dur'ng the years
after LQZlmthdmuxME‘?ﬁ_
is" now the standerd excuse belng

trotted out for the low produciion
of all agricultural produce in the
country, Whether it is coconuts
or tea, the offic’al excuse for all
our ills that stem of decreased pro-
duction Is the drought. Whie it
is true that the drought his been
bad and has had an adverse effect
on production, it would be wrorgie
ignore or gloss over other factors
that have in fact contributed to
decreased production. At one time,
all the ills of the country, Includ-
ing decreased produciion, Wwere
aterlbuted to the sinister act’ons
of “reactionarfes” and “‘earlier”
governments. This wzs only an
oversimplified explenat’on to slde-
track the pecple from real tics.
Todzy, we have the drought as
the standzrd excuse. g is unneces-
sary, at this stage, to go into the
question of the real extunt of the

nomy (in relation to other rele
vant factors). But It is necessary
to polnt out that the current strike
and their esca'aifon has brought
hardship and misery to very nczfly
everybody in the country. In the
outsiat ops, the situation has been
particularly bad.

There is no doubt that the Gove
ernment has done @ tremendous
the problems created

anb -in meeting

y the railway strike’ by transporting’

food and fuel to all” the provincial

and rural greas, The way this trans-

port and distributions hos been orga-
nised is a cleor indication
administration and bDureducracy can
rise up to an occasion ond meet
a difficult situation in @ way that
has undoubtedly
ships considerably.

The common man, in urban as’

well as rural areas, is fed
up with the strikes and is
sick and tired of them. They
blame the unions for indulg-
ing in them and the Govern-
ment for not being to able
to resolve them. They are
not concerned with the sha-
dow-boxing for posiiions of
strenﬁth in the game of poli-
tics. It is not clear, at the
time of writing, how and
when to present impasse

which is threatening to develop
into a general strike of sorts, .

will be settled. The country
cannot afford the luxury of

that the

reduced | the hard-

trads unlon principle that the
Government ' should negoth
‘tlate with workers who are
on strike.. To the ordinary
man this is an inconseguens
tial ‘matter. CLHE [

But the ordinary man is pot tha
Government of the leadership of the
trade pnion movement.And he knows
that strikes of this kind heve a,
miost, debllitating Impact cn the
economy. A lpng and difficult st-
rike will throw everything out
of gear. R ;

It is yat top early to say whether
the present wave of strikes will
result in major shift in political
alignments before  the coming
electicns. The UNP had hoped to
sit and watch the current fight
which will weaken its Fo}lui_tjal
opponents In the United Front
movement but it reck essly jumped
into the strike. The LSSP is still a
part of the Left movement in this

country, and it is inconceivable
that the LSSP and the UNP cap
ever get together. The mnatural

allies of the LSSP are the SLFP
and the CP. The UKP w nes
lles and Is | oking for them ri-
marily in e SLFP :nd TULF, but
R has left he door open toe have
a *MNatignz! Covernment” wi h. &
gf;;, CP, TULF and secticns of the

impact of the drought on the eco-

strikes to determine the high
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 9: Amidst lcud cheers fram.

the membeis of the public, two Kandy—bound goods
trains left  Maradana y
6.40 a.m. and 6.50 a.m. respectively. Both trains trans-

perted rice, flour and oil to the proyinee:s one loco- -

motives Isurumuni had _|8 wagons atiached (o it whila
the other named Menike had 23 wagonis a trolley

carry saveral railway employees znd an engineer

left beforg the twe trains 1o remove anyobistacles on

the ways flying overhead was a h licopiers it was

therefor security purposest the two trains and the

5
3

railway stition Yesgerday at

trolley were in constant radic. communicaticn with the
Trains Cortrol Maradene. Thovsinds of pezcams who
lijed the § mile long bund of the Hurtluwewa tipk:
broke out 1uto crics of Jay wawa as the Minister of Irri-
gation Power and Highways, Mr. Mzithripzla Senzna-
yake, ceremcnioisly releesed the Weters part of ‘which
were Civertud from the Mahaweli River inio the parched
lands of Huruluwew:z¢ addressing 2 public rally aijep
the cerumony, the Miniicer appezled 10 1he sirikers
to heed reason and get back 1o worlt he gave the zssu-
rsn ¢ that discussions With the striking trade uniens
worlJ commence tf e moment they ceme back 1o work.
Volunteor lorces which have been motilised since 1571
have been ccll.d in-fer duty since yesterday. The
Miuister of Transport, Mr. K. B. Ratnzyake met repres
sentziives of the four CTB unions yesterd: i
at the Miriy of Sports 1o dicciss the 26 demand
. submiited to the minister by ihese ynicus—$C. Mr.
S. K. K. Sgoriarachchi, General secretzry of uhe SLFP
has issued a staiement that the Sri Lanka Jathika
Pravana Sevaka SzmiiFiyz was the only CTE unicn which -
the SLFP recognisecs the Presideng of the Samithiya.
. is Mr. M. Madanayzke and the General Secretary is Mr.
Alzvi Moulans, The entire mumbership of "-hé:',;c't??ch'
Federation of Labour is expected to come out en -

-
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strike “on “Wednesday January 12; according {0 it’s

gereral secrerary Mr. Batiy Weerakcon. According 1o
thie Ministry of Information a totzl of 12,000 railway
employees have reported for work. The newly acquired
oit canker of the Perrol.ym Corpor:tion, the Mahe wili,
<reated hisgory by baing che first canker to enter Galle
h,zrll:oul_': It is encirely mennedeby regular Sri Lapnka
nayy personfiell it carried a large consignment of fucl
to replenish che doplcted stocks of diese land kerosene
due to the current railway strike. A major fire aboard
a cargo vessell, the Tongthay in mid-seream in Celombo
harbour was brought under control by the Colembo
Port Fire Brigade yesterday. The Information Ministry
aceused ‘the Sunday Times of trying to crezce mischiar
by the publication of a news article entiiled Halt! Leok
Wiois 'Heres the editor denied the charge cf malice
and mischicf—ST. Eight trains including 6 pzssenger
trains r2n yesterday. The 20 unicns belonging 1o (he
Elcciricity Board have sent 2n appeal 10 the P.M. 10fre-
move the present Essential Services Regulatiens, 1o
settle immediately all the gricvances of the siriking
unions and to grant the demands that ithey had
submifted to the Minister of Irrigation, Power and
Highways—VK.

MONDAY, JANUARY 10: The work-ro-rule
campaign of the GMOA and the AMS was cullud off
Yesterday at a special meeting of the twc assoiiiticns
fheld at the Anatomy Lectyre Hal § GMOA sourcrs said
that the call was effective from odays the Associ.tion
also decided 1o ex..nd their fullesy co.operztion 10
the'Heallh Mini"rer to run an efficient heaith servic:
in the country. Tae decision to czll off the campaign
which began on Octcber 25 last year was taken fol ow-
ing a discussion by the membership on 1he action raken
by the Healih Minister on the 13 demands of the tweo
associstions. The railway yesterday ran a number of
passenger services for the first time aft-r the railway
strike which began on December 22 the General
Manager a'zo said that the goods trains which began
operations on Friday carricd viial supplies of food and
fuel to the North and NCP, Four unions-in the CTB
controlled by ¢the UNP, LSSP, and CP and Mr. Nanda
Ellawalla had given notice of a strike in support of ke
railway workers demands with effect from miunight
yesterday. Meanwhile the Ceylon Oil Workers Unien
comprising workers of the Ceylon Petroleum Corpe-
ration the 20-union front "of the Ceylen Elécyri iy

Board and the State Corporation Workers Unicn have |

given notice of strike action unless the government
held immediate discussions to solve the dicpute with
the railway workers. The Sri Lanka Janarala Karyalaya
Sevaka Sangamaya wil not participate in the present

strike. The secretary of ihe Sangamaya told it's mem- -

bers that the sangamaya had decided not to sirike
ag it felt that thers wes 2n anti-government element
bshind the presere strikes. The present strike has been
faunched by certrin interested parties 1o toppie the
government and instal a dictzrorship, and nog so much
to. win for the workers iheir demands states the Sri
Lanka fndependent Trade Union federation. The fede-
ration hzs advised it's affiliated unions in ihe public
sector that they should not hold any discissions or
participate in any conferences with trade union fede-
rations rec:ntly formed in their departments if they
have had'such wisct sions already, Wiiﬁ regard 10 strike
action, such
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uch acgion should be abandoned forthwiih, -
if any affiliated union found that it's membership faced .
difficulties in carrying out-its normal duties it should |

Sri-Lankd CliroRlcle

be réported to'tha department toncerned and alséd o
the Federation’s office. The rec.nt oil price hike with
ﬂ.lt up the counury’s oit import bill by Rs. 250 million’
r. Maiihripala Senarayalke :2id at a public meeting
at Huru.uwewa yesterdey—CDN. Six persens have been
arrested for inciiing CTB cmployees 10 sirike, according
to a broadcast by the SLBC. The Public Rul. tions Officer
of the CTBsaid in a press relcase chat there is absolutely
no truth in the rumotys buing spread in the outsiations
that sections of workers in 1he CiB dépois in
Co'omboare onstrike. The CTB chairman said yesterday-
that CTB employees wiil not be keld responsibie®for”
damage caused 10 CTB prepiryy by ougsiders. ' The
SLFP cont oll.d‘Lznka Jaikika Fiavahena Sevaka Sami-
+hiya which Fas a membership of 19,000 employees
in tke CTB have refuscd t9 join the stiike—COM. CTB
workers who did not report for work 1gdzy have been.
fssued an ulimatum by he Chaijnen. They have to
report foer work temorrow of Lhey will be consi-
dered 10 have vaczr d their posts. RNea ly 2000 gne
of flour znd 618,409 gallens of fuel were istued .of di, i~
buticn throvghout the Lhnd cn Sawircay. This was”
stated by the Fcod Dipaitmint znd the Pegrolenm”
Corporaticn. The GA Kzrcy has takin stufs 10 ensure’
that adequate fcod stocks are made avail:ble inthe
district L pdur his supervision, There is :n Lnprecedimed
glut of fish in the Westurn coastal bely sireqt Ling irom
Negombo 10 Kzlpitiya, accoiding 10 fishormen. The
fishermen are of opinion that if 1he present glit covn-
tinues a single fiihormzn could ezsily cern over Rs,
1000 a month. All wtrikers in the public secior, who
defied the Essentic] Scrvices Order enforced by ihe
gov.rnment znd who failcd vo yurn up for work by -
Jenuary 6 were deemed .0 have va.aied  their' poss. -
The government icsued chis uliimzium o the strikers
in the public secior at a speciel meeting of the Cabinet T
on lanvary 5. Sizte officers will ot bo graried leave -
during 1he period of (he cirrent wave of strikes in
the country. Thi; direciive went out from che Secrotary
of the Ministry of Public Adminiaration. The Minister
of Trade and hyad of Lhe Public Service, T. B.lfangaratne,
told 89 recruiis 10 the public seryice Wilo were being -
fut throcgh heir paces that the UNP apd the
S5P were the two powers behingd the series of strikes
which were paralysing the public services—C0.. -

TUE_SQ_-AY.I.JAN UARY, Il: The bus strike lagfichad

at midftight on Sunday by four CTB wnicns proved
ineffl ciive ‘yesterday with the 20,000 stréng Srivlanka
Jachika Pravahana Sevaka Samiihiyz, the largest Trade,
Usiioh' front in the CTB, turning .ous -in.full.force to'*
mairiain a service throughout ihe country. Sriiking
unions cenceded thac the Workstoppage was a failure
inihe civy. Aceording 1o the figures of ihe Ministry of !
Transgort the bus services were a 1009 in_the Central:
region and Bzdulla, 85% in the NCPand in-the Westenn::
Province 80%. In Colombo 1397, . buscs Were ofic
the road. Thirty eight persons have been takep into 1
custody for inciting CTB werkers 1o sirike, The Secre--
tary 10 the Minisery of Defence and Exiernal Afairs -
yesterday summened a confirence  of:ths heads of ©
Paolice, Army, Navy and Air Force tcday to ‘discuss the -
shwuation in the cowtry follewing ihe sirike by some -
employees in the public sector znd in the transport -
setvices. The CGR was running more goods and passenger
trains Yesterday. A Préss ‘Cencorship  wes imposed ;
yesterday under -the Emergency Regulztions. Mp.
Ridgeway Tillekeratne, Secreiary to the. Ministry of
Informagion and . Broadeasting, has been appointed - .
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competent authority. All news in regard to the essential
«seriice flas been tunsored.” A meéethi§ ofall Lhe ' Oppo-
sicign MP’s will take place ar thet NSA tomosrow.
“Twenty 'six millicn yards of rextilis will be available
from Februacy s2idithe. Chairman of the Salu Salas
¢hiy -will be rel.ased 10 the market chrough 'he regular
«channels® in February well bdore the festive season—
“CDN. -As ‘the poliiical situatien lots up the spoilight
s ‘on- Mr. Pi.ter Keuneman, Minicter of Housing and-
Lonstruction, che only Communist in the Cabinet:
«the."question posed in poliiical circles yesterday was
«*'Whag seand will the Communist Party of Sri Lanka
“Fake?” The Sri Lanka Air Force voluntecrs have been
-cilled up. Since the strike, the first train carrying 52,000
.gallons of oil reached the * BIA .yesterday. The
Ceylon Teacher’s Union yesterday urged the govern-
ment to redice the steep prize of books and oither
scho©l requisites. There is 2 scarcity of kerOsene in
Jaffna. Mr. A. Aziz, MP and General Secretary of the
Democraiic Workers Ccngress has appealed 1o the
strikers to aciept the settlement thit the government
has already suggested in respect of the festival advance
and negouiate further after retirning 1o work—CDM. The
CTB Chairman, Mr, Jack Kotelawela, described 1he bus
services as “sxcellent and said that several employess
who' did not report for work yesterday Bad reported
for dity tedays oXc.pr for a few areas like Galle, Mztara,
angalle 2nd Ratn@pura ~ which did not run very
smooih services yesierday all other arezs had very good
services. The Price Contral Depariment is taking serin-
gent measures 1o ensure thai consumers ihropghout
the island get adequate quantivies of breac 221l bakeries
have ‘been warned of severe consequences if they go
not comply with the price control directive 1o utilise
all their guotas of flour 10 bake bread. Meanwhile Price
Control men arg checking on traders in Colombo and
the suburbs 1o ensure that they do not hoard kerosene.
Queues of patients were atvended 1o in record time
yesterddy by the doctros, who had calied off their
‘work-tc-rule on Sunday in most of the hospitals in
Colombo. One incident of a throwing of a bomb at a
CTB bus was reported from  he outskirts of Colombe
Yesterday. Thz bomb exploded clese 10 he bus byt nobo-
dy was hurt. The Cotiimiitee 2ppointed 10 inquire inte
and report on the absorpiicn of all local government
employees aigached 10 Local government instiititions
has handed over iv's report 1o the Minister of Local
Government, according L0 a Press commumnique from
the Miniscry of local Government—CO. 5868 tons of
cargo-were handed in the Colombo Port todey,
according to the Ministry of Shipping end Tourism.
972 tons of flour and 1335 tons of rice were imloaded—
DM. Four unions in the Peiro'enm Corporation want
to go on strike insupport of the rzilway workers—ATH.
Tha Union under the Chairmanship of Mr. Napda Ella-
wala has changed it’s name. In the Bentara-Elpitiya arezs
there are long bread quetes and since there is a shorts
age of flour many people have to reiurn home empiy-
hznded—|D. _
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12: There was every
indicacion that ¢he CTB will return to pormaligday.
* Yesterday the CTB diployed over 90% of its fleet,
Workers of certain depots whith were badly affected
by the sirike on Menday reporeid for work yesterday.
Theuliimat m by vhe CTB asking the workers 10 return
o work’ bﬁ yesterday and p&lic® protecticn contri-
buted ¢o the increased turn out of workers at many
depots. All employees atiached 10 insthilticrs tyder
the Loca | Government Service and outside it should

7

~d.tes scheduled to begin yesterday hes !
-owing to the non-receipt of most of the answer pabefs
“by the collectirg centres. Reglitered shitt menifac-

be amalgamazed to the state services: in future all

" appeintmetits 0 the Locel Government Service should
‘be tonsidered as those in State service: this is 2 retom-

mendation made by the Minister of Loca| Governmént
Mr. W. P. G. Ariyadasa to the government. The frark-
ing of NCGE answer papers of nearlz 250,000 cindi-

Jeell pOstporiéd

turers willsogn be permicted 1o importshireing Utitising
convertible Rupee Account funds for the productign
of shirts mainly for sale in the domestic markeis=—
CDN. The Central Committee of the Commuynist Pﬂr‘g
‘of Sri Lanka held an emergency meeting yesterday 1o
consider the current politicz | devele pments in the cotn-
try. A crucial item on the agenda was the relaticns
between the CP apnd the Government. Residents in
many suburban areas south of Colemtbo did nog gée
their water supplics yesterday monirg: the arcas
aff_cted were Dg-__rliWE.la, Mr. Lavinia, Kotte and Moya-
tuwa. The Government of Japan has undertaken to
provide the Governm.nt of Sri Lanka with a’ gife &f
fertiliser valued at Rs.18.42 millign. The gi ¢ of fertilizer
forms part of Jepan's contrituticn ©f iged aid o Sri
Lanka ynder tﬁe Food Aid Convertien of the
International Wheat Agreement. Stcge One of ‘the
mulii-miilion rupce hezdquariers at Church Street.
Fort, for the police will be completed shorily. Police
solrces said thiat it would be able 10 house the various
branches of the police scaitered in Colombo. The mest
modern spphisticated equip ment vsed in crime digec-
tion and rraffic control would be installed-mzkirg his
headqiartcrs the most modern in' the Sounh Asizp
region—CDM. Any employee who has been milled znid
who wishes 1o Come back o work will have o
make up his mind immedistely as otherwize the conse
quences of their decision wili be irreversible, a Goverp-
ment communiquie broadcast over the nationa! radic said
today. The Essentizl Services were mairwained wiheug
disryptign despivesirike a launched by employeesis come
of these services, authoriiaiive official sources 'said
today. The strike situation in the country is far betizr
than it was three days ago, said Mr. Alavi Moukina,
Secretary of the Sri Lanka Independent Trade Uninh
Foderation. Three more trains carrying food and feryit
fiser left 'Colgmbo Fort railway station this morping.
Pairol was issued wichout permiis in Kandy 10 vehicles
on Monday. The GA had permitted che isspe of ¢wo
gallons (o each vehicle. Tﬁe GCE (OL) resules should
Yc out early next meonch in all probabilivy—C0O. 90%
of the werkers in the Port Commission have racurnet
to work, accoraing e the Ministry of Shipping and
Tourism. A'l opposition MP’s will hold a meeting under
the leadership of Mr, J. R. Jayewardene—VK. :

number of goods and passenger trains while the C

rcturned to pormal yesterdzy. 13,380 railwaymen
reported for work yesierday. Passenger trains in ghe
inner Colombo district are scheduled 16 be operzted
today for (he first time since the railway strike; Some
of the People’s organisaticns in Kandy have taken sieps
to provice food parcels to CTB bus crews who do pot
participate in the sirike 25 a gesture ¢f gratinude, The
President, Mr. Williem Gop:l'awz, yesterdzy gromal-
gatd a new emerg.ncy regul tion empowerirg any
police officer 10 zrrest without 2 Warrant sny person
who incites, intimidites or encourzges any worker
employed in the Essential Services 1o surike: zll SP's
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have been authorised in this regulation to order
the detention ‘of persons contravening this regulztion
19 be detained for a pericd of one momth wis hout pro-
ducing «hem before a magisirate.' The Democratic
Workers Congress, the second largest trade union in
the plantation secior, will rot join the strike czlled in
the esgate secior by LSSP and CP uniors. CTB sirikers
who falled (0 kgep 1o the diadline set by the Chairman-~
ﬁsterday appealed for an extension of the ultimatum.
& government will give priority 10 those using trac-
tors and other ‘agriculuural machines in the issue of
fuel—CDN. The LSSP and . the UNP trade unions in
association - with other trade- unionis “have launched
upon 3 scries of strikes for: their awn political ends,
according to a government communique isstied yester-
day: it also seated thag workers belonging (o trade

unions affiliated (o partics in the Uniwed Front Gov-

ernment should realise thet 1hey ezppot sufport the
strike as wellas the government: it hzs 1o be ong op the
- Gther. Opposivion members of Parliement whe met
yesterday have sent a letter 10 che P.M. 0 take imme-
diaie 5teps 50 settle the present strike. The Oppesiticn
has alo requested that parlizment. be immedictely
summoned for a public discussicn on matters arising
from the strike. 'Fhe Supreme Cotirt resumed sictings
ag Hilisdorp yesterday afier the vacetion. The incidence
of corcnary: diseases among Ppersons between 30 and
40 years was very much higher in Sri Lanka than in
the US. Dr. Teny Don Michae |l from the Universivy
of Caliiornia and Los Angclcs said yesterday. Briiain
is; giving approximately Rs. 59,262,400 25 an outright
grant towards the costs of a major irfigation project
in Northorn and North Central Sri Lankz, under zn
agreemint signed in Colgmto yesterdey—CLM. The
back of the present strike appears brokcn znd official
reports from various areas affected by the work stop-
page indicat.s that the siwaticn is rapid ly returning
t@ normal. Bus services throughout the island have
oW returned (0 normal. The secreatry to the Ministry
of Public Administration and Home Af2irs in a
;m:tommuni vg expleined he circimstances thae

ave led to astrike by the Joint Front of Clorical Service.

Unions and states that the stiike launched by the frent
i3 without a foundation. Water services 10 the Colombo
North. region will be normal from 1oday. Over 5,000
new science teachers for grades 6-9 will be appointed
to schoels mostly in remoie areas during the course of
this year—CO. Leaders of the opposivion parties went
on.a deputation of protest to'the President, because
of a communique broadcast by the CBC agtacking the
Opposiiion Partics—VK. :

FRIDAY, JANUARY 14: There seems to be evary
prospect of the sirike in the public secior fizzling
out on Monday aftcra (hrze day holidzywhich begins
today. Yestorday fiva more saciions of the railway—
ghunters, signalmen, shedworkers, messcngers, carri-
age workers—cell d off their sirike. Sirikers in ihe
essenti | services yest. pday kad b gun 0 retirn o wor k,
their numbers increasing bour by hour. The govern-
ment has renewed ihe emerg.ncy regul:tion which

eMpoWers magisirates 10 refuse bail (o perions who

are 2llcged by uhe police 10 have obsirucied stzte officers
in the performance ©of their durics. The Genersl
Haﬁa_ger _Of'RailWé.ys., Mr. V
submicted his “Tisignaion” 10 the Ministry of Trans-
port: he asked Lhe Sacriiary 16 ruvert him to his subs=
tantive post in the Sri Lenka Adminiseretive Scrvice:
the S:Cretar}' 1o the Ministry of Trapspore Mr. K. C, F.
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Wijewickreme has been sppointed ee-ordinating sfficas
of the railway with powers 0 Issue directives to ha
respective heads of sections of the rai wey. 84 persons
have becn 12ken ino eusiody 50 far for incliing wopkers
1o strike, under the Emergency Regul:tions—CON,
The Educigion Minkry yesterday pos) d iha res
opening of 1l government schoels 10 lenuary 24, They
were scheduled to resopen on the I8 of January. The
oppositionl group met Yesterdey znd decided that ap
opposition deiegetion should meet the PM to discusg
the strike. Severs! paticnis warded 2t the Colembg
General Hospital have been requesied 1o purchizse
their drug requirements from owside: General Hos»
pital sources said that 1they are umsble 10 Ordep
drugs and confessed that several drugs were in short
supplys The Customrs Preventive Cffice yesterdzy
simul.ancously raided a house in Bambal: piiiya and 10w
business establishments in Pettzh ard scized ovir Rs.
50,000 worth of texiiles believed to have been ill g: iy
imporied—CDM. 40 tr2ins were operating throrgltour
the island yesterday according 1o rai'wzy sources—Vy,
SATURDAY, JANUARY 15: An immediate meeting
with a dl gaticn of the Oppociticn 2s preposcd by the
Leader of the Opposition w2s not necessary, the PM
s2id yesterday in her reply to M. ). R. Jayewardene’s
lecter this weck: the PM also said that there was no
need for her to advance the date of the meeting of ‘the
NSA 25 it was due to mect next Thursday: she said
that the decisigns of che government were moderate
and limited to what was necessary to maintain (he
Essential Services. The River Villeys Developmens
Board wil I pog close down. There is continvous work
for the RVYDB and for ifs employees for the mext 10
Years, the Minisiry of Power and Highways said yester-
day. With che divclopment of the Right Bapk of the
Ucra Welawe substantizlly completed snd the work of
the Left Benk slow. d down dus to excessive use of
water of the Right B nkand rartly due to the limited
funds availabie for the Lefe B nk there was a reduce
tion in the volume of werk. for these reasans the re-
Organisation of the RYDB had become necessary,

Philarelic Burean of the Posts and Telecommunications

Ministry willisue twe s'3mps on January (8 te com-
memorate the muUseum rgntenar'{—-.CDN. Tourist earn=
ings for 1976 reached an all time high of Rs. 232 million
according to the Chairman of the Tourist Board. He
raid that this was an increase of 40% in the targeted
income for ‘76, The wrrival figures for last year wag
117,000 rourists, an increase of 14% on the estimzted
arrival figure, Five price centrol men and a car driver
have been nabbed by ditectives of the Bribery Com-
missioner’s D pargment for allegedly demarding a bribe
of Rs. 3,000 from a texiile businesman cf Dechiwela—
CDM. Express crains such as the Yal Devi and Udarata,
Menike which have not been rinning for the past three
weeks, will run today accerding to railway sources—VK.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 16: The President, Mr.
Wlliam Gop:zllawa, acting on the zdvice of the PM
declared by Proclamation today the Maritime Zones
of Sfi Lanka. The proclam:tion deilired a |2 nautical
mile terricori. Isea, o 24 nauti.al mile contigrovs Zone,
a 200 navtical mile £xclusive Ecoriomic Zong end 2 200
naugiczl mile Polhtion Prevention Zone. The same
P @ |.mution also declred the limits apnd the STELus
of the histrric weters begween Sri Lanka and India in
the P Ik Strait, Palk Eay and the Guliof Mannzr, thus

- biigiig 19 a successfil conclusion the decade-long

b.gotiations between the two countries on the civslon

'8
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5t 'Ldnika Chranicie
of the viaters in tids région. Sri Lenka has made vase
ides In the ‘export oi ready made garments, and in-
vionglly kiewn depammental siore chaine ke
ears Rocbuck of USA liave niow become regulap
buvers of Sri Lagka gegds ioliowing. che prometional
work 'dong by the Export Promotion Secretsrizt. Sri
lanka carned Rs. (6736 million from' the export of
terlast yoar. This is considered the highest on record
in;the hundred odd years history of che te2 industry—
50, The LSSP's diat progiamme for a Uniied Soci:list
Frout is new ready. 1i wi i be printed this week in alf
three lang ages ard cipcilated throvghout the country
fn drdur o stimilite a nation-wide discussion, parti
culaily in socialiit and radical circles and in mass orga-
nisatiors. The Government will imroduce amendments
to che Credit Council Law to emsure more benefiis
for public servanis. "Iy is custemary in 2l d¢mocratic
gouitrits for che PM to accede to the request by che
offlciz] Opposiiion to mect her and place before her
iv's'polnt of yicw on any maiter of national imporeance,
parcictl.rly whey the porlicment fs ot sivtir g stetes
a pressirelease by che'joint Opposiiion from che office
ol thd Leader of the Oppo.iion. The Goverpment has
d.cid.d bzt Lomoriov. will be the last day on which
strikdrs could retiin e work., Commencing from
Tuesday stups will be zken by 21l goverpment departs
ments apd cOrpo,zaluns e ricruit new persgnnel for
vacancius inchoir cadres arisirg from the present strike,
Smali exporters and pro. peegive busingssmen wil bene-
ficfiom the Packing Credii Guarantee Scheme lrunched
by che goverument chis month Lo help .o push Srilenka's
nen-tradivonal producys ino rew mark is: Lhe purpose
of che schume b5 10 make credit more ruadilﬁ avalilable
t0smal|prodiuce;s and exporiers Who have hichero found
ic di.ficult ¢o obygin financial he Ip irom banks whic at
the same dme reduzing the rik of Iogs (0 leading
banks through a goverpment guarsniee—ST.
MONDAY, JANUARY _II: A1l trade unions in the
public aid tccal goverpment seciors heve decided to
call off their strike wiih (ffice from B a.m, today. Late
lase Fiiday, the Uyilcd Front of Railway Trade Unions

stidud 106 suspond (heir strike and rewurn 1o work
today, This deciiion was conveyed by Lhe United Front
or Raiiway Trade Unigns and 10 allecher Unions in the
publicsicior which struck in sympachy wich che railwgr
strike, Fol owing his move, all unions decided 10 cail
off chesirik! from 8 a.m. (oday according 1o the Genezl
Secretary of (he Public Service Trade Unions. Thg
CTB, GCSU-strike wes a complete flop in Jafina, The
rai.way began operaving it's normal maii services yester-
day. Last night mail rains 1o Jaffna, Bayiczloa,
Taleimannar” and Baduila lefe Colgmbo. Fort railway

i

staiion. Gifts worch pearly Rs. 100,000 come 1o un-

idonifiable addresses in' Sri Lankz, from Male every
two monchs. The Customs who belicve _;his is pary of
a major smuggliig operaiion on ihe Singzpore-Males
Coiembo run noW have clear evidence that che racket

is B ing carriud out wivh assistance from within—CDN,

3,015 mowor vehicies were imporied: last year according
o stauisiics mainteined by vhe goverument: uhis is an
all vime recoyd. This inciudes. 1,451 new vghicies and
1,564 steeid ‘hand vehicics: acergding 1o government
sources hie imports in buih caltgorics were uhe highist

in any given year. The dispensaucs run by che CMC are -

a disgrace (o (his insuitiion, acco; ciLg 10 a repory of
the Chief Dispensary Medical Officcr. The Coylen

Ceramics. Corporation s now a big 1orcign ‘exchange '

sarner: Lase year che Copporation’s foreign aexchange

9

. officers deiiy 10 ensure thag stocks of

dpnings by way of experis and local saies shot up &2
Rs. 34 mil ion. Ample supplies of bread are aveilablg
in the city, said the Control.cr of Prices. He said ihat
the 70 bakeries in the city were visited by price control
“flour, . issued e
them were not diverted clsewhere. The price of coffee

in. Colombo last Week was Rs. 40 a pound—CDM.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18: Public sector smployees
who were gn sgrike returned (0 work yesterdey, ade
hering to the dcadlineset by the goyernment. The
Commissioner of Police describud their recurn so work:
as a "peaceful re-ynion” between. the serikers. and che'
nonssgrikers. A strict security was provided. Armad.
pelice courteously 1old rotyrning workers o avoid
demonstraticns of any Kind, They adhered (o police
instructions. The rzilway will operate ic’s normal coms
Plement of 465 traius from today. This includes 368
passer ger trains, 72 goods trains, 17 hagbour and oil
trains, and [0 trains which will operate on a “stznd-by*
basis, 2ccording 10 @ Tpansport Ministry spokesman. |
Twelve employees of the Netignal Water Sipply and
Drainage Ecard (NWSDE) have been arrested by thy:
police on stispicion of having saboiaged the water treats
ment plant at Mullesiyawa: over two million residents:
have been without water 2s a resuly of che air chamber
valve bring blown out by explesives. The NWSDB wi k'
the assistance of the army engincers wes repairing'ihe !
damage. Water supplics should be resumed by this:
morning. The daily supply of cocontits (o the Marketirg
Department from the cotonut growing arcas has dyep.
Ped to 5,000 nuis 2 day. This is hardly sufficient ¢o meet™
the dopartment’s contractual obligetions with state -
Institutions, apd it is thus ynable 1o caier 10 the needs:
of the Col,mbo consumer in this commodity. Emplo.
yees of the Local Goverpment Service will be enticld
t0 the pPension priviledges currently enjoyed by publie
servants: an amendment @ the Local Gavemmgﬁ‘;:;-
Service Pension minuie to makg this effective hos been
arproved—CDN. Though the strikes have 'been ealfid
ff wwo issues remain, causing considerable specul-tion
amgeng members of the Goverpment parliamenitzry
group. One is the propriety of a trade ynion claimirg
allegiance co the SLFP and led by Mr. Nopda Ellawela,
which supported the railway strike by czlling out it's
membership in the CTB. Three other SLFP membersg -
of parliament are allcged 10 have spoken critically of -
the goverpment's attitude yowards Lhe sirike and the:
meastres adopred 1o deal with it. They are Mr, A M
linadasa (Kekirawa), Mr. Tennyson Edirisuriya . (Tissa- '
maharama), and Mr. Gamini Ariyatilleke {Maskeliya).
The conduct of these MP's is (o be discussed ac (he -
DeXt meeting of the Government Parliamentary Gyoup. !
A tin of SMA-a popular infane’s milk food ‘cost RE. {7
in Pettah yestirday. The pormal price is Rs.  4.90°
a tin—CDM. Forcign fishing vessels are once again operat- -
ing che Pesalai area according to local fishepman—VK..'
The CTB chaiyman said a big ‘Thank You' ioall emplo="
yes. police, armed services etc for their co-gperation
in keeping the bus services working during the railway
stfike. The fire at the Weaving Supplics Corporation
was ;0 accident. This is che vicw of the specizl police !
team chay copducied i;]_:l\fESligaLims ir® ke fire thag
ruined Rs, 21 million worch of goods on Dec. 21 lasg
year. There will be a way.r cut in hie Colpimbo Sotich
area in order ;,og;ovide warel 1o the residunis in vhe
towns south of Colombo who have 1o wat. ¢ bucaisa
of the damage catised at the Ambatale Pumping Station '
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There is an acute shortage of coconuts in the main
coconut growing belt of the North Western Province,
Growers b.lieve that chis Unprecedented shorifall’ of
s m_ag be die to the lungthy drought: the Piiigala
Korale “South Coconut Small Holders ‘Asociztion has
warned chat if the present trend conuiniied the ‘coun' ry
Wotlld -have toimport coconuts byl $80:i¢ urg.d the
government to induce grewers to manure their yrees
at the appropriaie time. The Civy police 2and the Social
Services Dzpartment will shovily launch a joint opera-
tion tocrid che ciry of b.ggars. The ‘buggar’ menace has
reached alarming proporiions znd is a major (hreat
to the (ourist trade. An allocsiion of synchetic texuiles
t0 142 mulii-purpose cosgps, thirovghout the isknd fer
January have now been made ' by the Ministry of
Industri_s—CO.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19: The Commiitee
appointed by the government 10 report on unificd
conditions of service for the plantation secior has
recommended that the highest salary payable to future
recruiis as Superintenden:s should not <xceed Rs. 2500
a month . Syrikers in the public and the locz] govern-
mentsectors who defied che governmene deadlire for
return 1o work on Menday will lose Lheir jobs. Circulars
regarding this and about new recrldimems have gone
out 1o governm:nt deparuments. Problems facirg he
plantation workers were only .rcblems of a
period o1 trasirion from privace ownership 1o public
ownership; in the near future most of these probl ms
Would be solved and rplantation workers would get a
beyter deal as employe s of stafe organisaiicns then
they had in the past under private employcrs, said
the Labour Minisier ycsterday. He was sprakirg ajer
inaugtrating a seminar on Problems of Your.g Rural
and Esiaie workers. The demage caised (o mairs near
Mulleriyawa hzs becn very severe and the date of resump-
tign of waier supply will'be announced as seen as
répairs are effected according 10 a communiqie isued
by the Ministry of Local Government—CON. The con-
sumptionof flour has almost doubled aficr che reduciion
in the price of flour last November. According 1o Focd
Deparument sources vhe consumption before the priep
reduciion was 35,000 tons per month. Bug Lhe average
€gnsumption. shot yp 10 nearly 70,000 1ons in Noy.m-
bér and December. This was 2pparently one of Lhe
reasons for the shoriage of flour. The six campuses
of the University of Sri Lanka are likely to ré-open on
January 31. The Vice Chancellor of the Universiiy
yesterday recommended 1@ the Ministry*of Edi¢ tion
that since conditions were normal 1he campuses covld
be re-opened soon. Mr. Hiran Dias, the Prisid nt of
the Colombo campus has tendered his resigi ticn 1o
the Vice Chancellor of vhe university., The police have
warned ihe public against buying outdited c”psules
and tableis beirng sold by ceriain pharmicies in ihe
ciy and che suburbs, The Opposiiign yesterd.y d_cided
to move a vOie of no-confidence on the government
in regard to the recent strike. Notice of the motion
was sybmi.ted to the clerk of the Assembly yesterday—
CDM. The Sizte Gem Corpoatip carred a record of
287 million rupees in foruign excla.ge I'st - year.
This is the highest ever conutisttion 1o Sizte Revenue
for a single year by the Gem Corporaticn, agcording
to corporation officials. Emergency Rogulztigns have
been enforced to check errant butcheis—C0.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 20: The Ministry of Plan-

taiion Industry in collaboraticn with the Pecple’s Bapk
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has inaygurated a loan scheme to assict the various
organizalicns; ©F Persons interestcd in medernisir,

their rubber faciorics for (he production of crepe :ng
new forms of rubber. This' B nk Loan Scheme, siYs a
press relécse from the rubber Cone ollcr, stppl ments
the alriady exiting Rubter Faciory Development
Subsidy Scheme admini tered by the Rubber Control
Deparimient. Over © r thousand five hundred prose-
cutions have been fil d by the Inland Revenue Depare-
ment since vhe inceprion of the Tax Court in June 1976
by tha Miii ter of Finance and Justice. Conusmers will
receive half an ounce of Maldive fish on each ration
book next month, Perspis who distinguish themselves
in diff ront byaiches of culiural aciivicies will soon be
awarded special insurance cover by ¢he instirance Cor-
peration ef Ceylon in recognition of their achievements
—CDN, One of ¢he bigg-su ganja plant:tions was dis-
tovered by the police- 18 miles in the heart of the Bibila
jungles. Police sources said yesterdly thae the quangity
of ganja was 0 vest thay it would require a full army
to clear the plantation. The estimated value of the
plantation discovered is reporied to be couple of
million rupers. The NSA meeis (oday ar 2 p.m. The
government has décided 10 declire tomorrow a day
of molirning in conneciion with che deaih of the Y. goslav
PM following a plane crash. 'Trade Upnion leaders ac
the " Railway Chif Mechanical Engineer's workshop
Raumalana where the recent jailway strike originat d-
met the Minister of Transport yesterday and urged
him to effect duduciions in monthly instalments from
their pay for ihe period they were on strike—CDM.
One million housing uniis 2re Lo be constructed in
Municipal areas chroughout the country over the next
three years. The Miniter of Local Government Who
recently recirn.d 10 che island from the Sovict Union,
inspece.d several housing comploxes there. Ha has
direcied ihe Direcior of Town and Country Plinning
to swudy chis housing programme afier which ihepe
will be negoiiations between Sri Lapnka and (he Sovieg
Union for the construction of one million houses wich
Sovi t ss.ifaice. Anuiadhapu.a, Bad I3, Jaffia, Kuju-
n:gala, Ravapura and Tri comalce will ccon get di ecy
dialli.g facilici's und r stage Il of che guier Columbo
Area Dovelepment scheme of the Depargment of Posts

and Tel:commuti_aiions—CO. The Cu.toms Daparg-

ment has ‘di.covered seven lakhs wor h of sm.geled
goods for the monih of December last year—ATH. *

L ° ®
INTERNATIONAL DIARY

DtacT 21 = Jan. 10

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21: According to figures
released In Lopdon, world’s wheat and rice product ons
have kept well ahead of the population expiosion since
world war ll. Top awards of the Sovict Union were

showered on Leonid Brezhnev at Kremlin yesterday

at a ceremony h.ld to celebrate the 70ch birthday of
the Sovietl-adzr. Prime Mi ister Yiizhak Rab'n of lsrael
yescardry dismissed the Nacional Religlous Party (NRP)
from his coaliuion Cabinct piom; ting new predict ons
that Israeil's next general eleciions may be held ezrlier
than scheduled: the ladependant Liberal Party said thag

it too would leave the government if satisfactory replies .

y o 10

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation,
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



« Internation-al Diary

were not forthcoming immediately for long-standing
demands of the party for social reforms: Mr. .Rabin
explzining the dismisszl of his. coalition: partner said
"when the Ojpo.ition tabled .2 no-confidénce motion
against the government the NRP abstained fro m voting.
At least 10 pegple died in the Keny3-Uganda border
clashes between coffee smugglers. South Africa announ-
.cad that it has scruck oil after- |0 years of exploitation
Wer(, T e T I..'. v, SR e

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22: Accordipng to 2
UN survey America got 30 billion dollars aid from the
Third World daveloping nations because of brain drain:
the survey estimated between the period 1961 to 1972
it wotild have cost the’ US administration this amount
of money if it had ¢o train ics own men for skilled jobs:
the survey also revealed by the same way Canada has
got 60 bill oni dollars and Britain 3.5 bl lion dollars. At
the southern border of Lebanon Israeli gun bozats fought
for two hours with Left st forces of Lebanon: in lsrael
this report was danied: the South portarea of Lebanon
is still pot under the control of Arab peace keeping
forees. A meeding of the Co-ordinating committee of
the Press Agencles Pool of Non-aligned countries will
be held in Cairo from January 10, next year according
to Chairman of the Committee Mr. Mohammes Yunus.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23: President-eledt Jimmy
Ca ter Tepeared his campaign pledge to  withdiaw
American g ‘sund c"oops from Scuith; Korea. Malaysia is €0

form a neW army division to covnter a possible upsirge
in Communist instrgency, the PM, Dag k Hussein Onn,
announced. Mr. hor Richard, British’ Chaiyman of the
G-neva Conference on Rhodesia, met US Secrefar

of State Henry Kissirg' r tcday to discuss Britain’s yole
in an interim Rhodesian Goyernment that would pave
the way to bl.ck maiority rule. Egvpt and Syria yester=
day announiced Lhe formaticn of 2 joint political com-
mand to cotordinate and strengthen tics between the
two countries. Many lraders were killed in the wake
of a foil d coup aitempt zgeinst Head of Stzte Frantisco
Maciao in Benim. Israeli Difance Minister, Simon Peres,
during his pecent stay in the US, was given asslirances
that the New American administfation would likewise
render large scale military assistence to Isragl.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24: indian Premier Indira
Gandhi looked like splitting with the pro-Mcscow
Communi.ts after they had branded her son Sanjay
a reactionary, it was reported. Military sources reported
fresh clashes between treops end, Muslim rebgls in
the Southern Philippines as 1alks continued in Libya
t0 end the rebellion. After the killing of a deputy
governor of the Sonthern Province of Surit Thani,
crack Thai paratroops Were rushed.to the areg, it was
revezled in Bangkok: Tak.o Fukudz, the former deplty
Premier was elected Presidpnt of che rulirg democretic
party, in Japan, it was anncunced in Tokyo. Riot police
‘patrolled Madrid today to forestall demonstrations
against the arrest of Spanish Communist Party lcader,
Santi-go Carrillc.  The Lebaneser government today
asked parliament for special powers to help it rackle
the problems created by I8 ruinous months of civil war,
A state of siege and a night curfew were preclaimed
today in NW Madagascar followirg clushes in which
12 people were killed ,and seyeral hundred injured.
Rival Palestinian factions forght ffrsh gunbaitles in
Southern Beirue tonightiupsectirg the five-week truce
brought about, by the arrival.of the Syrian-nomizated
Atab. peace. force.. Prime.. Minister Lee Kyan Yew's

People's Actien party Won it's sixth election victory

soday: when jr eapiured all 69 seats in Singaporels

parlizment. il A
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25: Takeo Fakpda was
elested PM of lapan aftér the former Premier Takeo

Miki st pped down, Burmese President Ne Win an-

- noynced 1h-t he had marricd Magame Yadana Nag Mai.

Shamsydin Tung, a:def ated candidate in the Singapore
elertiois wes zrrested for alligedly trying to incite
“Chinrse chau inisiic emotiuns”, the government re-
wvealed. The Philippinys government and Scuthern
Muslim seperatizts signed =n agreement in the Libyan
apiial of Tripoli for an immedizte ceasefire in the four

~ar old war'it w:s reporgrd.  An Egyptian airliner
crashed into a factory on the run up to Bangkok’s Don
Mrang airport,  l.aving at least 55 people dead.
President-clect Jimmy Carier yesteraday completed
the senior appointments ¢o his administration by putting
former defenice secret ry James Schlcsinger in charge
of energy and naming Theodore Sorenson as the new
Director of tbe CIA. The Reserve Bank of India today
devalued the rupre bg 3.35% against sterling, setting
a new middle pate of Rs. 15.20 10 one pound.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26: Twenty two Thai sol-
diers were killed when their convey was ambushed
by Communist insurgents in the Norchern Province
of Nan, niesr the Laotian border, it was reported from
Bangkeok, The death toll i the Egyptian airline crash
mounted as more bodies Were found beneath the
rubble of the faciory near Bangkok's'Don Muang air-
ort into which the jet crashed on Chrisgmas day.

he Philippine goverriment and the Filipino Moslem
separatisis have agreed in principle to end the four
year old Moslem insurgency but uime Was needed yntil
next March 1o work out deiails of their agreement,
President Ferdinar d Marcos disclosed teday, The Ambas-
sadors of Egypt, Morocco, Syria and Somalia represent-
ing the Arab League celled on the Secretary of St_ate.
Dr. Henry Kissinger today: they expressed serious
concern Over increased American arms sales to Israel.
Mr. Leonid Brezhnev, CPSU General Secretary has
4blicly pledged the fullest Soviet support for the anti-
ascist struggle in Chile and for the prescribed Chillean
Communisi Prrty: A record number of foreign pilgrims
visited Beghlehem today and other holy plactsin Israel.

MONDAY. DECEMBER 27: A top Chinese leader,
Chen Yi-sung, 2 member of ths standing Commitree
of the National People’s Congress, said in Tokyo that
the normalisation of Sino-American relations could
take place within the coming year, depending on the
4ctions of President-elect Jimmy Carter. Chen called
on Carter not to give support 1o the ‘reactionary’
Chinese Nationalist regime in Taiwan. Thanat Khoman
said in Bangkok that the Soviet Union had buile silos
in Laos for missiles that could be turned against China
“or the south’’. The Parliamentary elections in the State
of Mauritiis have ended in viciory for the Mauritian
Militant, Movemant; chis left-wing party hazs gained 29
seats in the Leghsl tive Assembly. Police who arrested
Spanish Communist Party lcader, Santi go Carrillo offes
red him a choice of d portation or a 1ri lin Spain, Com-
munist:Party sources said yesterday. O er 100 pilgrims
were reported missing as an Egyp!isn ‘passenger ship
‘Parra’  y-ght fire and sank off Jeddah, S. Arabia, the
Al Abeam reportid. The Chil an government’s an-
1ouncement of the release of around 300 political pri-
soners ‘was welcomed by Amnesty Internatioral: but
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at the safiis time Al tesk fsstg with ‘thy Ehilean
authorities that the releases represanted the votal h id
wichout trizl under che eountry’s state of sicge. Tgh'e'
President of OPEC has said chat they have set aside
3% of it’'s GNP fo aid o develeping countries. y

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28: Cambodian gunboats
sank @ Thai fishing vessel in \he Guif of Thailend on
Dec. 24, said a Thai navy spokesman. Sovit dipury
Foreign Minister Nikolai Firyubin had (alks wich prem K-
Lee Kyan Yew in Singapore. A wop Palestinian com-
mando of che Marxist PFLP 1od by Dr, George Habagh
veas shot dead today: his wife alio died in the maching

gun actack. President Ephiain Katzir, Isracl's ficad of
state Was Consuliing wi Lﬁ two parties on the formaticn

of a new government after Mr. Rabin's resignation.

The Oppositign insiszed hat elections be held nex:

May. The Chincsg Promier set che guidalines for 1977

3t a speech lase Saturday. An Ericrean guerilla Eroup

re;orted Erﬂstcrda)' thay major batilcs were 1aking

Place in Eastern Echiopia between government forees

and pro-Somali gucrillas. Egypuien znd Thei officizls

yesterday held a joint enquiry hit® the explosion and

crash of an Egypiian Boeing 707 airliner which killed 21

52 people on boird and 3 Thais on the ground. Twenty

four people were killed and 100 woinded in bit r ﬁsh L=

ing beiween blacks in ¢wo African townships near

Capetown over Chiitmas weckend police said vgday.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29: Armed conflict
arising from policical unrest in Pzcting, Norch rn China,
Was being quelled, according @ rcports from Peking.
Soviet Depucy Foreign Ministor Nikolai Firyubin arrived
in Malaysia for a two day visit. Indonesia’s President
Suhario anrounced large pay rises for civil servands
and members of the armcd forces, to take effect a mongh
before next May's Gei e al Election. Air Siam annoynced
it was susp.nding flighis from lan. . Several shooting
incidents Were reporied from beyween Thaiand Cambo-
dian forces, Isracl’s minoriy caretaker EOVeTnm Nt
has plodged (0 press on with <fforis (0 achicve s Mid le
East Peace Setilement. Palestipizr Commandoes moved
héavy weapons and cruckloads of ammunitign away
from the main Lebanese civil war bactle fronis roday
in line wich he efforis by the peace keeping force (o
diffuse tension. The Kremlin tedey approved wage
increases averaging o er four roublés 2 week for 5!
million workers in iwudustry and public sepvices. Leba-
nese PM Sclim Al-Hoss, apparertly seeking Egypian
support for the re-buildiug of his shatzered army, con-
ferrid today with Presidint Anwar Sadat.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30: Former Bangladesh
President Khoudakar Mushtaq Ahmed was charged wih
eorruption and oiher offences. Agreement was anmoun-
ced for Thailand to: purchase 45 million US dolars
worch of ammunition lefu after che US miliiary pullout,
The Sycretery General of the Pocple's Frone in Singa-
pore, Loon Mung Kwai, was jailed for 18 monchs for
defaming Premier Les bw.n Yaw. South African police
authoyivies said {lesterdn} that 72 blacks died in vioknce
arolnd a ownship near Johgnnesburg 2nd Capetown.
No deails were given. Meznwhile the Chairman of
the Bhodusian Counference in - Geneva, Mr. lvor Richa,d
had his fiual bricfing before he left on .2 10Ur O several
Afpicen. counerics. . -Rhodesizn tigopPs heve cytacked:
Moz mbique aud fighting is still going cn. the Mozame.
biquc news aguncy roporied wcday: the Agency said-
troors widh @it support attacked a3 black pr  Ag
said napalm bombs were used: The pumber of causalities
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| freed two morg

s potienwi “Didry

Wil 58 Erpwn. Bemby and gun ire today ended the
jrish ‘Republican” Army’s X'mas L Tl Northerg
jreland and security forces rushod bick'io fudl alere.
FRIDAY. DECEMBER 2i: Political serife :in China
had 1.d ¢ <ivil war and serigus lsss of life in Szechuan
according 192 local radio repore, Spamish -Communise
Party leader Santiage Carilio :nd scven Piher senior
party members werg frecd on bail today. afier -being
datained for cighy day;.ch;arigﬁ with il galassociztion:
A ngw coalition government fofmed by Pi1 Sir Seewgog=
agur was sworn. in today in- Mauritius. According o
repores from Manila, Presiding Fopdivand Marcos said
today Pe government intend.d t0 gra.n the Muglim
pepulation in the souch of che country aurcnomy, within
the framework of the Republic of Philippines. Indian.
External Affairs Minister, Y. B. Chavan, and visitir
Vice President Ahmed Hilmi Did of che Maldives signﬁ'
yesierday an  agreement deemarciting the maricime’
boundary beiween the ¢wo countrics and the \rijunction
oins with that of Sri Lanka eviending fiom che Gulf
annar gowards the Indian O@.an.
SATURDAY, JANUARY |: Guli oil paid 3.2 million
dollars to South Korea's President Piyk in 1969 ajd
1970, an NBC celvision repory sllg.d. A senior mili-
tary aide of the Moro Nauignal Liveration Front was
expecied to observe rhe ceasefire .in che Soihern
Philippines announced defence ynder-secr 12 y Cirmelo
Barbore President Anwar Sadauof Eg;pt h s 5 ¢ condis
tions for an Isracli=Arab peace, inciydiug a Palostir jan
state linked co Jordan and a swilt Israeli wichdrawal:
from occupied cerrigorizcs. Two trains left Hauoj ajd
Ho Chi Minh cicy simuliancously today 1© mark the-
formal opening of the graus-Vi tnam Railway, Hapol
radio reported tcday. The Commaider-in-Chicf of
Portugal's Air Force has tendered his resigravion in a
move which could put pressure on other yousg officers -
holding high milizary positiens. Mr. Ivor Richard, .
Chairman of the Geneva Confirence on Rhodisias said
yesterday thay (he chances for g breakibroLgh in che,
talks were good. Si.ufa,,pn.'s PM-Lee Kuan Yew, today -
announced 2 new |l member Cabinet which showed
litele change from the present linc-up. Y

SUNDAY, JANUARY, 2: ‘A few problems remaip® *
followirg the incidents suriciding che ‘gang of four

bug the sicuation was now ugder control, a Chipcse’
official said in Pcking. Diplomatic sources <laimed chag -
provincial radio repors of disturbinces were pagt of 2
concerted campaign and chat there was o evidence

of disturbances at che moment. Bangledesh  lcader
General Ziaup Rahman bogan 2 visit to Chiya, Opposi= .
tion sources in Pakistan said they had agrecd 1o csias
blish a common front for the forthcoming general -
elcction.. Former Nepalese Premier B. P. Koiraiz and -
2 number of followers had been decained, Premier
Tulsi Giri announced. Ispaelis reacied ‘with Calltigus
obtimism t0 President Apwar Sadat's statemeny i,di- .
cating chat 2 fucure Palestinian state shouid be linked -
in some form t0 Jordzn. Police have arrested 70 memb,rs

of the Communist Parcy of India onthg eve of 3 campaign -

organised by the parcy againse risiug prices, Communise..
solirces- said in New Dulhi. The fadian government .

: re Opposition kaders dotaingd siuce FM
Indira- Gandhi declared a seate of inperna eMergency
In June lass year. Victuam has drafied a code for forgign ,
lavesiors, aimed ag ayefBcling invesumont in explojing .
Datural resolrces, agricuklire, industry, Construction.
LB T SRR R G e e e
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MONDAY, JANUARY 3: Pakisesn's defence. and,
forelgn Affairs I.nl:.tgr\AzizAﬁm&.d ;lid the purli::h_ase.
of a nuclear raprocgssing plant, from Fraace would be
finalised. The Army had Cak:nover ope ations 2t One
of ‘China's key rail jufictions, Chani—Cho‘W. accordiig
t® 3 provincial radio repore.- The Rhodesian  PM lan
Smich has rejected outright a Bricish spggestion that
an interim governmant hefe- lsading to Black Rule
should consist enly' of a Ccuncil of Miniszers
wich @ Britigh= Appointed Chairman, Rhdousiam
soirees ~seid “goday.  Israeli  Peate Campaigner:
Abie Nathan was -allowed to sail his ship through che:
Suez Canal roday in v hag was segn as antther pointer
to Eg/pcian QcrsPmination 0 - reach a middle east
settlements © : al s -

TUESDAY, JANUARY 4: Plans for 2 major naval
base at Pagna, on the Indian gce3n coast, was announ-
ced by the Thai Navy. A referendum should be .held
in 13 Provinces in the Southcrn Philippines to deter-
mine which wanted ¢o join a proposed Muslim auto-
nomous regicn, President Marcos 2nnounced. A classi
fied document allogedly smuggled out of China pue
the July Tangshan carchquake death toll ax 655,237
The Nepal PM Dpr. Tulsi Giri said n-cessary action would
be gakan against ex-premizsr Bisheshwar Prasad Koirala
and chree followers who are in custody here, the official
neWs agency r(..P'DI'(Ed. The Lebapese government
announced Jesterday that che Lebanesk press would
be censored.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5: An official 'Chinesa
spokesman denied iternational press reports of con-
tinuing ' provincial d o der. Severalareas in' Southern
Thailandp were declarcd off-limic 1o civilians as parg of
counter-insurgency measures. Mr. Ivor Richard, Chair-
a1 of the Geneva Confirence on Rhodesia, said he was
convinced of ¢he chapnces of 2 ﬂeaceful setilement in
Rhodesia. He was believed to have tried to convince
Mrs. Vorster of che necessity of accepiing Brirain’s
ccmpromise proposals to lncrease the temﬁﬂ of the
Progress towa majority: rule in the | :

colony. Israeli’s caretzker Premier, Mr. Yitzak Rabin,
said that Israel was ready for compromise along it's
defance lines if the Arabs were ready to make peace.
Christian East Beirur was paralysed by a ngar-iotal
strike today in protest against the deaths of 35 people

in 2 huge car bomb explosion, the worst single act of

violence since most fighting in the civil wer ended on

Novembe; 15 :

THURSDAY, JANUARY 6: President Sul'.laa'-to
announced a d 2t Indonssian Budget of |,100 - million
US dollars for 1977-78, an increase of about 20%, over
the current year. China’s Communist Parcy Chairman

Hua K.io-fng accpeted an invication to visit Bangladesh.

Bangladesh’s  Chief . Martial Law  adminiseracor
Major-General Zizyr Rahman signed two agreements
in Peking covering trade and technical co-operation.
Thai mili'ary authorities have declared a number of
areas, in Southern Thaliand as off-limit for civilian
movement in & new efforc to combat communist gue-
rillas in che region. The guerillas hard-pressed in-ite
southern province of Surat Thani by government forces,

are known to0 be recgiving re-inforcements from other:
-Communist unis in neighbouring  regions. The PLO

rdline. Palestinian mijiranc  Mahmeud Salch gutside
Latin auaner bookshop-on: Monday night, All the
principal figures of revoiutionary Victpam have been

13

K\:s:;rda'y accused ‘Ziouist. agents’ ©of assassinating
&
his

reakaway

re-elevted,. t& tha. Politbura .and ! Central Committae
of the Vicinemese Workers' Party, 10 be known ini
future as the Vieniamese Commynist Party. President
elece Jimmy. Cartey said roday he will give up his subs-

-tentizl peanut .businesss while in office 10 avoid any

conflict of inger sts.
FRIDAY JANUARY 7: Libya's Teader Col. Khaddafi
Pledged o help the Philippines fighe for “crue inde-
pendence from che USI™ e‘iemam accused Thailand of
rovoking trouble wich it's neighbours while issuing
pious statementy’ of fricndship. Press censorship in
India has been considerably relaxed and now there dre
no congrols ag allon the forcign presss the Chair-
man of the Indian News Ag.ncy Samachar said. Zambia
has served notice that Rhodysizn PM lan Smich would
risk engulfing Soughern Africa ‘m ni'clear war by using
forefgn mercenari. s against bleck guerillzs in the break-
away colony. Chine.s of a negotiated Rhodesia settle-
ment have improved slightly, Mr. lvor Richurd, Chair-
man of Britain's stalled conference, said tonight.
SATURDAY,; JANUARY 8: Former milicary strong-
man Ficld Marshal Piapzs Chyp saihiira retiifned to

 Thail#nd aiter ghree years in, Taiwan, President Marcos

deni d US allagations. that polivical prioners had been
goreur-u in the Philippines and warned thar the futiire
of /'@ US bases in the country wes still under scrucinyy
The Chif of the Mal ysian Armed Fore 8 made a seCrec
visit ¢© Thail: nd, acropdirg o Binghkok wources, The
anniversary of Chou En-lai's death brocght erovd,
onto the streeys of P king demznding the executin
of the four purged radical leaders. Japan would prebably
expand it's territorizl water limit from 3 10 |2 miles
in the nexc'few months instead of d.oclaring a 200-mile
coastal cConomic zone. The Venezelan Presidont has
accepted the pesignation of che eriire cabingt: however
he said, iv did no¢ m2an a government crisis, but merely
allowed him a frge hand (o reshuffle the cabinet.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9: A poster czlling for the
appoincment of Teng Hsizo-ping as Prime Minister
appeared in Pgking. Thai government forces lrunched
an offznsive g.?aimt communizt gucrilles. At leaut six
eople were killed in eleciion rzlly claghes in Pakistan’s
orthwést fronticr province. TanZanin President.
Julis Nyerere (oday assyred Briciih envey Ivor Richard
that the guerilla wer in Rhgdesia would siop once true
majority rule had been achieved ihere, President-elect
Jimmy Carger unveiled a2 two yeap, 30 billion dollar
economic programme chat would provide tax cuis o
individuals and business and creaie jobs for hundreds
of thousands.

MONDAY, JANUARY 10: Thai forces said they
had killed 70 guerillas in the current offcnsive against
Communises iu the South. Viernam said chat Thailund's
desirg for a rectirn of US troops consticlited a reversal
of the. historical-trend following Ametican defeat in
Indo-China. A two-day meeting of five South African
leaders of che so-called “first combat line'’ staies opened
here on Sawurday 8 analyse the laest siviavion in .
racist South Rhodesia. Beghdad Radio roday reporied

that Syria had arrested a large number of people from
the army schools and universicies. Paki.gan will gowo

the polls on March 7 and 10. PM. Zulfiker Ali Bhuco

said. that the National Assembly would be disolved

tomerrow. Biazil, (he World's | rgesy coff e producer .
has refecred 2 proposal by \ Columbiz, the second:
largest coffee producer to frecze cuffea prices..
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MEMORIES

Joys And Sorrows
Of Aging
I am in my late seventies and
* having passed the psalmist’s allot-
ted span of life should be awailing
to be picked up and put away. |
have always felt guilty that | was
pot coming upto the Psalmist’s
expectations, The old dog keFt
on f eling there was a lot of life
left and refused to lie down. i
Now | am beginn'ng to feel per-
haps the old Psalmist was a lictle

out of date, in the year of grace:

1976 and there is still time befcre
| sing my Mane Dimitiis—let thy
servant depart. am supported
in this unch by a British geranto-
iegist,. and author of books
on agi g, Alex Camfort. In this
latest book, ‘A good Age' he t-
tacks "agism’’ as a prajudi e against
the el erly -_w_hicn he considers
soci ty's most stupid b s. He says,
“Most of the handicaps of oldpess
in our so i ty are social, conven-
tional and imaginary. The physical
chan s are t ifling by compari-
sion’. Be u se of “redn ck bigo-
tey'’ and “the steady drip of mis-
information the elderly are pat-
ron'sed, over-medicated znag arbit-
ra ily excluded from any sigui-
ficant social roles.” In fact, he says
the elderly are “simply people
who have been here longer'’s and:
are no less creative or mentally
intact than anyone else. Mest
mental and attitudinal changes Seen
in ofd people are not biclogical
effcets of aging. “They are the re-
sule of rol  playing. They ara sup~
osed to be physically and Intel
f:actuall infirm'" He potes that “the
human {traln does not shrick, wilg,
erish’ or deteriorate wi h age”.
t normally continues to funciion
well through 2s many as nine
decades.

. Comfort urges those over 65
to take mo guff about their age.
He advises “blo dy mindedness’. Be
ruthless to rudness. show you ex-
pect respect’”. He suggests those
over 65 stay active and reject lei-
sure {"leisure is acon’’) and retire-
ment. “Two weeks is about the. ideal

length oftime to retire”. He believes |
that loneliness among' the elderly °
is vastly exagger ted. All the egl- . .

derly really need, says comfore,
is.3-  better shake from .society—
2pd mora ‘bloody-mindedness.
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My aifficulty is being bloody-
minded on . y'
over sixty-fives | am a pensioner.
YWhen | say like all sixty-fives | am

pot forgeitng two. groups that .
don’t . comply. How -the greup

at the bottom;'the poor over sixty-
fives pn no pension live, den't ask
Me. !
them and their
group also have a problem, They

are the top Blg Business-Boys whose.

rr‘ol:ﬂern is what to do with the
ncome of their incomes.  That
too | will leave for them tosettle
with their maker.

When Iretired over 20 years 2go

| gor a pen.ion which | thought -

would be adequate to sustain me
tillthe endefmy days. Alas, | did
not reckon with the thief called
Inflation, which steals your money.
It has stolen about 3/4 of my
pension, In civilized councries they
adjust fixed salaries, wages and
pensiens to compen ate for ‘in-
cressed cest of livirg, In Sri Lanka
the land of Maitri, we still have not
got on to that. Thus when my
needs are increasing my income
is decreasing. The prospect is
that with every passing Year  the
situation appears: @ get wolse.
That is why [ derive no comfort
from Dr. Comfort’s aessay into the
joys of aging. What about its woes,
with inflation and wnemp oyment?

1 will enumerate just 2 few. In

the old days | had two ¢ rs.. Now

+t is the bus. | have no object on

to bus travel—the. great leveller
like dearth. What gets me down
is the walt'ng and when the bus
does arrive the strugg e to get in.
Nine times out of ten one has to
stand with both arms outstretched
to clutch - the bar, thoughfully
provided by the CTB. There is no
cbjectlon even to this, if it did

Yy I:ens-ion; =Like all:

hat iz a plrohlem between"
akdr. The other .
thing: picked from me. Providenee

 sondeting O

S 2bE iy

not leave you at the mercy of the
-pick-pocket. boys, who seem to

-spot me with edse, while | can't
“'seam to sge them. The Police boast

they can spot a pickpocket a mile
away,. | wish they -would revesl
their secret tb me to enable me o
spot the .onles Who seent to suf-
round me the moment | getinto.a
bus. | have had every concesivable

in its wisdom has attacked™ my
head firmly to.my body, otherwise,
Jd:am sure té have lots it by now.

Bus travel is not my only woe.
Now thag | think of it, | must con-
sider it a blessing.” Consider the
headache old cars czn be (not being
one of the Big Business Boys enti-
tled to CRA, or an MP or a stoff
officer in the Police or Army, |
must Mmanage with a czr, the {(in-
dest thing to do to which would
be to let it enjoy 2 well earned
retirement) an old car is the most
| can aspire to possess. When |
retired }opted to give up European
dress and wWear the clcth. | was en-
couraged by the example of our
political lezders, though | did not
follow it through by changing to
European 2tt  when golng to the
dogs in Nuwaraeliya. One would
imagine that the example of wearing
the cloth by the leaders would
command respect from our people-
You could not be more wrong.
| have met nothing but slight be-
cause | ewear cloth.-| happen to
be a professional map a_nc'lP when
pressed into admicting it, | am
given a stave of disbelief after a
passing glance at- my cloth. In fact
the only thing that helps me to get
by i. to come out with a few.chosen
words in English spoken in the
accent made familiar to us by our
SLBC English announcers. | was
aie o, tifl got into European
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The-Gatie Crowd

clothes 1 would be more suiccess-
fail in my professional dealings
with the public, advice | did not
take. | preferred to be a failure
ifi cloth ‘than a success
pean-clothes.’ £

1 could go on multiplying my.

woes. But, really, these are not
the woes of aging. They are the
woes of our “progress’”’. | wender
if it is a sign of sensibility that |
chaff at “progress.” .

. KUMAR
* *
IN A TEA ESTATE—I7

Tina Kangany
By lnna Trimmer ; 2

Friday dawned bright and full
of sunshine. The joy of llv{ng was
in the air, It was a Friday in Ear]'
June. It was the day "my people
from Galle were expecied.

, A week of violent rain and wind
endured by the Tamil labourers

~with stolid accepiznce, and me

with: much grumblicg and longings
for ¢he Sabara, had changed, end
a sudden metamorphesis thatr only
naure could effect had taken place
overnight. : ,
Instead of heavy sillen skies
and driviig wicious rzin, 2 blue

heaven was above us. Drifiing °

white clouds, wisps of glowh g
softness chased each other rapidly
as 'if playirg some celestial game
known to ihemselves alone: Tpe
wind--was high- up amongst the
ciruys clouds. not rearing down
the' vallays and- robbing the ‘tea
bushes of their leaves: ¥

“Sweet is the sunshine after rain’ .

And sweet the sleep that follows
pain”’, | sang.

| could sing today my special
“people’” were on the way. A week
earlicr there was a telegram fram
Podimabaimeya” ' Company lea-
ving Taursday. “Arriving ‘Watte-
goma Friday morning. Please meet”.
So may husband’s very spcdial
Kangany Murugaya®Head Kangany
—had left for Woaigsgama, our
railhead, to escort them 1o Brae. ~
‘Seats had already. been arranged
for, wig

My ‘husband thoight thar Mupu-
£aya, Was_the most suitable of all

in Euro-,

the A and E Transporet 1
Co, who did all our transport work. '}

his . Kanganies to meet these new-
comers and set them at ease. His
coolies loved him 25 much {or his
kindlinss 25 for the strice honesty
in all his dealings with them and
he was held in respect by every-
one in Brae. - s
- He was certainly the best choice
te meet the coming str2ngers 2nd
shepheﬂi them ¢hroygh ithe vicis-
situdes 2nd dangers on ihe way.

~He szlaamed .to my husband
and left the afterncon before, a
stalwart fgure,~dress.d in imacu-
I'ge  white, -3 white ihalappa
on his h.ad: gold gypsy earings
dangling, @ mo istrous gold ring like
a knuckle-duster adojnir g his
and a gold chain rcund his neck.
He wes usualy the simplest of
inen and exccpt for the coat he
alv.ays wore even to the ficld

he was ;0 more pretentious thap

F.s men. ; y

But this was 2 special occasion.
He . was his Dorai’s representative.
He musc do hongur 1o the role
appointed to him and so he dres-
sud his part. The company from
Galle must surely be impressed
by such a fifgure.

So* he set out, striding up the
steepness past the faciory, accom-
panied by one of his: myrmidons,
a young boy, 2 companion 1o run
hii errands and 1o keep up his
spirits. A Tamil labourer away
from his habitac is an_unhappy
man. i

' As for ‘me, the day was all too
short ¢o attend 10 my chores. A
real watm rousing welcome must

i await the. expected strangers. A

‘home from home must be provided.
. They must. feel contended and

happy from-the very beginning

- .Fir:t. impressions 2re of primary

I importance’

and..

| walked down to the lines pre-
pared for them, Wwaiting only to
be occypied. They were within
sight and sound of the faciory
choseni with great care and dis-
crimination o suit what | thought
weuld be their individual tastes.

“Teddie,”” | had said, when we
inspected varicus hemes for them.
“We musr cloos€ a2 place where
they won't have far to walk to
the muster ground. They  must
not be tired before thay 'begin
work.”" 2w

“What about a -tot of brahdy
for each to start off with! Or a
littlg bit of chu:h would be such
a fillip."" he said dryly.

I gave him a scathing look.

“Now these lines; they are JUST
right,” | said,

“Not too close to factory sounds
and yet within sight of the lights
that will remind them of the street
lamps of Galle and prevent them
from feeling cut off and lonely”,

My husband s snort of decision
was, 10 say the very least, irricat~
ing but 1 held mysglf in check.
There was to© much at stake for
useless show of temper.

‘And PRAY —That pray of his
was a denger signal. Tgddy usual‘l}r
“prayed” when he was annoyed.

“Pray where do you propose
t0o send ‘MY cgolies if their lines
are to be commandered?® |

“'Please Teddie darling don't be
annoyed. Put on your thinking cap
and decida where they could ge—
I mean your cgolies”

Just then Samuels the conductor
stumped alongs immersed in his-
o}vn thoughts and hardly aware
ol us. — = +
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*Yes Sir! Coming Sirt" it

*1 ook here! The lady is in search
of lines for the Galle <cgolics.
Where do’you think we can put,
them?!™

Samugls scratched his head ‘and
tooked up into the sky. i
““No, no. my dear man. Net
up there! Come down to earth.
Let’s first find chema place here,
before they are tramsferred “to
heaven *'. =

Samuels was thoroughly m)fs'ilﬁ&_di

I‘s_i-r-r!‘ -

I could see the twinkle dancing
in my husbend’s eyes.

“Don’t vou understand me"

“No Sir!"

“Have yon or have you not a
set of lines here on earth? | am
not interested 2t  the momant
in the mansions in heaven.”

S:mur lo flound: red.

“Sir Wh-t messions? We
onlv lin's here.'

“Th-i's right. Now yomn've gng
me. € . we put up forty pecple
in 2 liiwe in vhis  division. | mean
in Laurzggella?

“Lau-0-o-o-oragalla. Sir? | don’
no. Musg see Can'ts say like rhat**

B tween them ‘thay fix:d it nps.
The Tamil families who occupi-d
that pargicul:r set of lines eyed
by me were dispersed in va ious
parfs of Manzgalla and Lanragalla,
the ¢wo diviiions close ro (ach
" other. By dint or wheedling and

ersusd on work was immediately
segun on cleaning and whirawashing
the premises, and | inspec€ .d i and
found it good. :

MNow, there was another npeces«
sity=a Wwell, The others went to-
a pelee not far away for their ablu- .
tions. These livtle spouts of wrter
and runnels were very common
all over Brae. Buw would my crowd
like mixed baching? |t was saf.p
to provide them wich cheir own
baihing place. To my uticy amaz = |
men: Teddie agreed like a lanb
to 2 well being dug in front of the
lines. = :

.The water table. in Brae was
high. Crystal clear w te” gurgled |
up. and with a lafge flat stona-
for a washing machine, the wgll
was a fajL accompali. | .

Preparations were almost com-

have

plete, but not quire. Thera wag .
the question of blankets. The Galls ., ' *
folk must have a new set 'of blan= s~

kets. No ones used for .chem! Ay

These blankets or cumblips as
the workers called them, were of
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sheep's hair rou.f b

the peculiar quality of being com.
pletely waterpreof. The labourers
sew.d the sidcs togrther and cur-

“ned chom into hoods which they

wﬂhe_- when. working in the rain
or wind. ;

In Brae we hardly ever saw them
without ‘these blanket hoods; all
a dark grey-brown, reaching down
far below their hips! AT

“What next] said my husband
when | made my request. “From
hanegforth you will be known as
Tina Kangany. In all my years of
plenting never did | have 2 mere
enthusiastic upholder of egolie
rights.”

The new venture was now about
toe unfold. Our stalwarts from
the South were expected any
m

The Galle Crowd

h but warm, wib The ropaway was working spe-

clzlly to bring down their L ggage
and incidencelly to end up chests
of tea on their way 10 London-

Alrcady  several packages had
been received and werg taken
to the waiting lines. Many trips
I'made to see that everything wasg
in: order, There were jugs of hot
tea to refresh chem.. : o

My husband inquired sol_icitm;slx‘

“¥Whar absut some flowers?
f?: bowls of roses will loock well
eh?’”’ .

Then Murugaya Kangany arrived,
fellowed bynjae new:ngmers. Quite
a crewd marched up the sieps for
in addiiion to the Galle folk, inqui-
sitive Brae labourers had ale
joined them.

Podi.ingho their Tleader, came
forwepd with palms togeither in
gro ti e o he rerrived hee g i_nl

SRI LANKA FOUNDATION INSTITUTE
: EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME

JANJARY — rlArCH %44

10- 14 January

“RURAL INSTITUTIONS AND ECONOMIC DEVE-
LOFM NT OF SRI LANKA”

. dol.t Semiuar wi h (he Depzrement of Geegraphys
Vid al nkara Campus, Univeisiy of Sri Lanka.
!S!nhal‘a and Tamll media)

24 - 28 Janvary

‘EDUCATION AND SOCI|O-ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT IN SRI LANKA™

loint Seminar with the Department of Social
Sci nce Educaiicn, Faeylly of Educaion, Colombo .
Campus, Universi y of Sri Lanka. (Engiish mediym)

3l lannary=
04 February

TYOUTH AND CULTURE”
Joint Seminar v1 h (he National Youth Service

Council, (Sinkzl; mednm

06~ 12 February
AND SPICES™

)
“3rd ASIAN SYMPOSIUM ON MEDICINAL PLANTS

Joint International Seminar with ke UNESCO
and the Natignal Sciunce Council. (Englsk medium)

1425 February
: EDUCATION"

Joint Seminar with

“METHODS AND TECHNIQUES

OF WORKERS®

the Workers' Educat fen.

Divi.jcn of the Minlsiry of Labour.
Divisign of ihe l".ll.l:-uz of Lakgur.

LSLlhala and Enzlish mi
ACCIDEN1S” - .
loint Seminar with the 3ri Lapka Medical Asse-

ci tion (SLMA) (English m®diym)
“PART-TIME TECHNICAL COURSES FOR SCHOOL

26 - 27 February

01 -31 March
g LEAVERS

a)

loing Seminar with the Non-Formal Edu.catino-
Branch of the Ministry of Education. : :

10- 11 March

15 |a|~1r 5 (‘SInhala med.um
3 e 2FE

. (Eaglish medium)
“VILLAGE IN DEVELOPMENT"
W Ourstaticn Village Sgminar in Galle.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC . AND OTHER . :
+ .. . AFFECTING THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH AS A
tatit ot SECOND LANGUAGE TN SRI- LANKA™ ; (TR
abign e Joint Seminar with the Department of Humanities

g, Educaifon, Faculy '
Univershy of Sri Lanka,

FACTORS

of Education,” Colgmbo’ Cemprs
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The Galle Crowd

like mapner. Then his mother
S:1¢ Hemine, an oldish’ “amendi*
typa. Then 'the rest one by one.
hers were fifty in all, meny women
ard children. ;
“§ walk d down te ghe Lines #nd
set ded chem in, 0
. “Daone your good deed for the
day!" asked my husband when
returned “and flung myself ine a
athair, "Tired old lady! Have i
-"Brandy,” | -Interjected. “Thank
you, | will.! . B

In the following weeks | visited'

those lines several times co assure
the happiness and wgll being of
my.own specizl contingent.

Iy wasa mairiarchal stace chere.
The old mocher was undoubredl
congroller and boss of that crowd,
their chigftainess.

“Khomgda?"' | asked. The usual
question.

“Varzihzk naha''. The ususl rep-
ly. ¥ Mema dhanamuihukem kiya
k&y_a innawa.”” (I am here giving
adyise all the 1ime).

“Are you all comfortablel™

“Not bara-a-d,”
commit ally.

Many were the little accentions

I.paid (hem, sendiug acro.s whae
I thought would bz additional
comforts; bread, sugar, even cins
of fish to hlp out with their menu,
a bogile of gau-de-cologne when
one of them had a cold

“How are they jeu'mg on!*
| asked my husbapd some days
fater.

“*Nor too baa-ad. | have asked
the coudictor (o give thom light
werk till they gat used 1o condi-
tions hor

Less chan 2 month lager Palani-
murw knocked on my door early
onle Morning.

;‘Arl.\_'may from Galle wanting
ady.

Selo’ Hzmine was in the veran-
dah. | ackod if she would like a
cup of coffce. She shook heér head.

“Nonamzhzymeya”—Then she
stopped and cleared her ghroat.
“Yes, Sele. Haming"; 1 said eus
eouragingly. s s
kﬂﬁgaiﬁ she cleared -her throag.
er. There was a slight pause.
“We want 1o lg.ve”
i {'wasn_'t csure whesher 1 Buzed
arigh

17,

sh{; said non=

hUn:qrpprghgqgigglyg logked at
e . il :

Yo, wantcd to leave™'! 1 repea.
ted. The werds came slgw. They
didn't seem (0 register.

_ She nodd.d. 'Yes, we don't like
this place.” J ;

Bhn‘ '.h"; Wease - t

awoke ar faces="But  why?
Why do _you want o leavel You
surgly don’t mean i -

. "Yes," she said firmly, wich a
snap. “Annay, koodillao sirisiri”
(Crawling with leechgs).

““But that’s not a reason to
give up and go. You are ecarning
gcod money. Your lines are com-
iorgable. | have logk.d afier you.
The estate has spene 2 ot o bring
you all here. You have come freg
of all ¢xpenses.”

“We capnnot help chat. Harj
sithalayi’”. (It's real cold here)

“Won't you change ye:r mind?
Give it mory though.. B 1"y de-
cide in such a hurry.”

She shook her head. -

“This is tpo far from our homes,”

“Is there anything | can do to per-
suzde you 1o say! Aren't you ha,py
in the lines.” ]

“No, we must go,” she sald de-

‘cistvely. “Sammavenna” (Pardon us)

“Uppi guhing ennawa."

“Ennawz"" indeed! What 2 tra-
vesty w's this cour @ us saluyreicm
on her lips.

Picking up her sandals she wgne
down the steps.

I wzeched her (ill she turned
the corner, an inexorable back
with a driadnought beam. Gone
were my hopes. my colonisaticn
of Uiopjal

Hew 1o eell Teddie! How to

B oach the subjecc! What to say!

Ten hours | carricd che secret
burdun. Alone | did it

*“What's wrong with you Sunny:i®
asked my husband 1 e chat (v n-
ing. “Youstem (¢ bg e rryingall the
wors o1 the world uu jour .houldais.

" What's up?”,

| couldn't old ir in any longrr
“Teddi” Iwail.d. “The're going I
“Who! Going where!” —
Was he dliberately dense?

- “The Calle: ergwd.”™ . -

To his credic be it said he never

oteergd one “1 told you so."
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WORLD ECONOMIC SCENE

Grim Prospects
By A Speclal Corresponde .t

Parls, e
THE ECCNOMIC CRISIS WILL. IN-
TENSIFY in most capitalist countries
in the new year; the hich rates of
Inflation will continue oid unemploys
ment will grow. This conclusion js
drown by experts from the Organi-
satlon for Economic Co-operation aond
Development (OECD) whose members
include the bjggest capitalist coun-
tries of the West.

A report Eublished by the OECD
on ‘'Ecoromic Pro.pecis of 1977",
admies vha (he capialist werld is
now living (hrough *the most
sefigls cconomic reerssicn of the
eltire posit-war pericd.” In (e,
oPliiion of cxpuris, the [ adiig
capitalise siaics will fail, Cofrary,
L@ Pprevious forceasis, 10 achieve
a genuine recov ry of ecopomic.
acuivity in the coming ycar. The
annual increase  of ¢he gross naiio.
nal product will be only slightely
more than three per cent. In these
conditigns, the report says. “un
employment (hreatens (o surpass
all post-war records in 1977,
In the secoud quariers of next year
unemployment in the FRG is  ex-
pected (0 grow by 6 per cent,
in Briwain by 6.5 per cent, and
in che’ Uniged Stawes by 7.0 per
cent. :

Already in 1976 ynemploym¢nt
had grown in France i‘:oorg 38
Per cent of the workferce in 1975
to 43 per cent: in Brit2in from
4 per reny to 5.5 per ceni: in Bl
gium, from 4.5 per cem ¢0 6 per
cent and in freland from 9.2 per.
cent 10 10 per cent, fusy 10 riva)
a few instances: 1, the nine ECM
Countriig. the number of  yicme
p_loy._d topped five millipn. “Infla-
don remains the problem ihat
gives' rise (O great concern’, the
report savs. In. OECD member
Colntries priccs are to grow gn-
the average by 7.5 par cent. There
will be an inerease also in the 101a)
forcign deby of OECD member- -
stalts., - =

e follows from the QECD: re.
port chae the developod capitalise:
stages have actually splic inwo twg
fjtqupings. The firse inclyges thg

nited States, . Japan, FRG apd.
Canada which are engagd in an
exiensive foreign. trade expasion
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and are gaining ground on their
coMpetitors in irternaticpal mar-
kats. The second grouping consists
mainly. of lealy and Britain. Their

sictation is  characierised by a

deep economic slump or full stag-
na ion.

The new year will not d:liver
France from economic difficultics.

This is a cgnclusion drawn by the

Natjonal Insciuice of Siagistics and,
Economic Research (INSEE) - and
the Organisation for Economic Co-
oPeration and Developmant (OECD)
which issiled forecas's for 1977 on
the ave of Christmas holidays.
According to the conclusion of
these organisations, the retail pri-

ce index in the coumtry will go up’

by approximacely 8-8.5 per cent
nexc year and the growth of con-
sumption will not exceed three
per cent. OECD experts Maintain
that in these conditions the busi-
ness activity race may decline and
the pumber of persons wiable to
flnd a job will again start growing,,.
The INSEE is of the opinion that
the number of jobl.ss will increase

by 200,000 and amgunt to 1,700,000."

The Israeli government announ-

ced a devaluacion of the national
monetary unit. The exchange rate
of the Israeli pound against the
maln Western currenci®s goes down
by two per cent. This devaluation
of the mon=tary unit has been caused
inthe first place by Israel's exorbi-
tait milicary spending and will
lead to'a further gecline ' of the

living standard of the country’s’

working people.
-The ouigoing Yyear witnessed

steadily growing prices in Turkey."
Hurriyet points out

The newspaper
that nrices of food and essentials,

in 1973 inereased by 36.5 per® cent’

on -the average. Prices of meat and

dairy Products increased Ppareicu--

laply—from 35 to 70 per cent
Inflation in Denmark is gorwing
irresiscably.
tics, prices of consumer ggods
went up: ©n 2n average, by [3 per
cent, including food—I6 ‘per cent.
in a periog from Novamber 1975
t6 - November 1976, The pace of

price-rise amounted to 5 per cent -

in the past three months alone. .

Sgme Canadian steel companies ,
have announced 2 rise in prices of *

their products. FePresentative

of “Steel Company of Canada™!
has reporced t¢hat the cose of 2

ron of -steel will grow by 6.6 per
cent, on an avefage, as of January

According to statis-:

16, 1977. This will immediacely
entail a rise in prices of many- cons
sumer goods, the Canadian press
agency points cuit. Ve are i1 for
difficult «mes'. This is cthe apprai-
sal of yhe local newspapers on new
year's eve of the prospects for the
development of the lvalianiecgnomy
in 1977. The newspaper L'urita is
of the opinion that the lialian eco~
nomy in the coming year will be
marking time. Thus, in 1977 capi.al
investmenes in indistry will "de-
crease by foll Per cernt, gross Latio-
nal product will 1,01 grow, and the
consymption of lgalizn familics will
diminish by at least 0.5 per cent.

The opir.ign of economic ob-
servers is that many tholi:ands of
young People Who will graduate
irom lwaly's schools and insticus
tions of higher learnirg nexu year
will be out of job. The newspaper
La Stampa, organ of che ipfluentcial
business circles of Turin, exprisses
apPrehensions that next year the
rate of inflaiion grewrh can again
exczed 20 per cent, which will
lead to new serious Problems in
economic and social life of the
stace. A deficit of lialy’s balance
of ‘trade in Ocigber this year ran
at 330,000 million liras, the Cen-
eral Insticute of Statistics ré-ported
here. gn December 23. The basic
cause of such a large deficic is
conntcted wich the fact that laly
has to buy large consignments cf
oil producis abroad for industrial
needs.

A further drop in the rate of
growth of -preduction .is to take
place in- all the brauthes of in-
dustry of the FRG next year, s2id.
state secretary t© the econcmic
ministry K. g’. Schiceht, A high
rate of unemployment will remain’
in the country. he said, and the:
sichation in the Izbour market
will not improve.

“In the opinion of experts, the
number of pnemployed next year
will top one million. The expecied
eConomic uPsurge in the outgoirg
year has never come, the "Wise-
faelishe: Rpndschaw’ . writee, The
eténomic situation remains um-
favourable. - “The future by mno
means looks brighe™, the newspaper
“General-Anzeiger’’ writes. £5
‘The  year of 1976 will remam
in the memory. of -the working,
people of Luxembourg as ornie of
the mose diffigult years during the
whole post year Pperiod., In the
opinion of lceal economists, the
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World Economfc ;Praspe:ds'

governMent has failed to over-
come the afterma hs of tlje erono-
mic crisis in the ouigoing year.
Industrial reciss'on was contis
nuing. Steel” ouyput has droppad
by 253 per c nt_compared y.i.h;
1974. The liviig stancapds of  he
working peopl. have gieadily de- -
clined. ;
¥ ~New Age

* *
POPULATION Vs, PRICES

Why You'll Pay Even More
In The Future

By Lester R. Biown

As more and more people
compete for finite resour-
ces, prices are pushed higher. |
With 100,006 more consu-
mers added to the world
populatién every day, infla.
tion poses one of the tough-
est challenges political lea
ders will face in the years
“ahead. r

Abridged from  “Twenty
| =Two'" Dumensions of the
Population  Problem™ by
Lester R. Brown, Patricic
'L. McGrath and Bruce Sto
lces, published by World-

,watch Institute. €} Copyright
Worldwatch Insatute, 1976. |.

(Mr: Briwi, former official  with
the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
is the -author of “By Bread Alone’
and i5 currently director ‘of World-
watch ‘Institute, ‘a private Washing-
ton research institute focusing on
world economic problems).

DURING THE SEVENTIES, -infla-
tion has reached double-digic levels
world wide for the first time
Creatirg exireme 2nxiety among
natignal pelitical 1-aders. 'The eco-
nomis's are puzzled by the failitre
of all. ¢raditional contrels short
of widescale unemployment. What -
few seem 10.realize is that zn im-
portant new source of inflationary .
Pressute has emerged.

World demand for goods and
services : at abpur

has expbided
four percent. pet year from, 1950
to 1975, nearly tripling during
this 25 year span. About half of all



*

sprodiction gains Were
by populstion growth, which ave-+

‘availability of * such

hﬂadau May Become Chronlc
absorbea

raged close to two percent per
year, and abent half by increases
in per capisa consumbdtion. ™M=an-
while, it has become ‘increasingly
difficuilt, for economic and political
raasons, tO expend the supply of
maity Strategic goods commen-
sirately. The, result has  been

~scarcity-induced inflation. Tie im=

paci on the price and propultion
essential re-
soLrces as food and energy has
become dramaticzlly evident.

Prices of petroleum, firewood,
cereals, soyabeans and fish have
soared since the sixties, and they
have aficcted the entire world.

Underlving the escalation of pet-
roleum prices was the realization

that the world's petroleum supp-

lies were dwindling and that theip
value was accordingly far grearer
than historical price levels indi-
cated. Exportable supplies also hap-
pened to be concentrated in the
fiands of relatively few countries.
This created a psychological cli-

‘mate that enabled the Organiza-

tion of Petrolenm Exporting Coun-
tries to quardruple the price of
crude oil.

" Rises in firewood prices, while
less vwisible internationally, have
been only slightly less sobering.
Firewood was a cheap, abundant
source of energy when villages
were small. As village populations
grew, forests receded. Now wood
prices are @ primary topic of cons
versation among the poor from
rhe Himalayas to the Andes. Price
increases of two or threefold
over the past few years are common-
place. Today the average manual
laborer’s family in some West
African cities spends nearly one-
fourch of its incomg on firewood.

"As world demand for careals,
spurred largely by population gro-
wth, has outstripped supply during
the seventies, world grzin stocks
have been drawn down to 2 pre-

-caripusly low level. In 1976 they

represented scarcely 30 days of
world consumption, liftle more
than pipeline supplies. Once stocks
drop below about 60 days of sup-
ply, a psychology of scarcity begins
to prevail and prices of major ce-
reals climb rapidly. Ia ‘1974 and
1975 wheat prices  doubled. The
grice of soyabeans more than dou-
led. Wiithout a breskthrough in
yields, the world confronts the

19

prospect that soyabeans will no
longer be available at traditional
prices.

The world’s fishermen have been
more strapPed than its farmers.
The e-tch, which had been expand-
ing at an impressive five percent
yearly from 1950, suddenly begon
to declingi n 1971, Along with (he
difficulty of expanding supplies of
soyabaans, the poer caich helped
convert the werld protein market
from a buyer's to a seller’s market.

World oil resepves zre being
rapidly depleted and no al ernative
solirces of energy are readily avai-
Iable at the prices of the past. The
rising cost imperils food supplies,
dependent as they are on petro-
leun and petroleum-based ferti-
liZers.

Those whe suyffer most under
the bupden of scarcity-induced in-
flation are the poor, whegher in
the “barriadas’ of Lima op the
slums of Naples. Inflation means
thac those living at subsistence level
find themsalves increasingly unable
to make ends meet. When the
price of grain triples, families that
already spend 60 percent of their
income on food €an only eat less.

With 4,000 million consumers
already on the scene and 200,000
more being added each day, infia-
tion may grow chropic. Indeed,
inflation poses one of the most
difficuly challenges that political
Teaders will face in the years ahgad.
Wichout a markzd slowdown in
populstion groweh, ic simply may
not be manageable.

TGy

Nutritive Value Of
Temple Prasadams

Madras,

Panchamritam, the fruit mix of-
fered to lord Muruga at Palapi,
prepared by temple suthorities
using a small sized local plantain
ag the base ingredienrt, is not only
a delicious and a nourishing food
but also has astonishing proper-
ties which keep it in good condi-
tion for 2 number of days without
refrigeration.

The Devarajaswami  temple in
Kancheepuram specialses in pre-
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paring a special type of spiced idd-
lies, each weighing about three
peunds which is cut intc one-inch
slices to be given to devotees.

A study of the “Prasadams”
offered in South Indian temples,
undertaken by an American wo-
mzan on 2 project “South Indian
Food and Feasts” contains interes-
ting findings about ' delicacies
and other varieties.  Mrs. Mary
Louise Skelton is no stranger to
India as she had been frequent-
ing this country since 1969 along
with her husband 2 musicologist
who has learnt MNadaswacrm play-
ing. In 2ssociation with Mr. G.
Gopala Rao, a nutriticn’ expert,
she has analysed the recipes of
the dishes in South India during
feasts and tried them all. Her
study will prove a corrective to
prevailing notiors that vegetaria-
nism is both tasteless and poor.

South Indian food is associated
wnth several Hindu Gods whose
favourite sweets and savouries are
made on their birthday celebra-
tions. She regrets that these
feasts are fast disappearing due to
a variety of reasons, parcicularly
urbanisation an change in feod
habits.

Included in her study are the
12 maln recipes used in the tem-
ples in Andhra Pradesh snd a few
other States like Pongal, Sakkarai
Pongal, “Vada-panu“ and Mila-
guhora. The peculiar teste of the
Prasadams, particularly the Laddu
in Tirumalai and Srirangam, is due
to the ghee used in the prepara-
tign. During the mingo season,
z fruit-mash made of banana, mango
and jackfruit is offered to Wenka-
teswara in Tirumalai, Pal Payasam
a preparation of rice in cow’s milk

- 15 famous at the shrines of leord

Krishna in Guruvayoor and Amba-
lapuzha. A local variety of soft
sweet pudding like a sponge-cake
is offered to Lord Ganesa in Kerala
temples.

L ®

EVERY PAGE OF THIS ISSUE WAS SCR-
UTINISED AND CENSORED BY THE
COMPETENT AUTHORITY, DELAYS IN
PUBLICATION HAVE THEREFORE RE-
COME INEVITABLE, WE APFEAL TO
OUR READERS TO REAR WITH US. WE
ALSO APOLOGISE [OR THE ABSENCE
OF SOME OF QUR CUSTOMARY FEA-

TURES OF COMMENT.- - - -
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Confdentally

® India o Elections

iS5 IT NOT A FACT ¢hat the deci-
sion ©f the indian Prime Minister
1o hold the General Elacticns
for the Lower Housz of Parliament
in Jndia in March—the Lck S2bha—
had come as a real surprise to
everyone! That, when the Indian
Parliament adopted 2 Bill (by two-
chirds majority) o extend the life
of the Parliament by one Yyear last
November, ‘it was felt that che
earliesg date for the Indian Elections
would be sometime in 19787 That
the Genral Elections in India shovld
have normally been held in March
1976 but itwas postponed .or another
year! That when the life of the
Parliament Wwas extended by a
year [ast MNovember it was be-
lieved that the eloctions will also
be postponed by a year? That there
were spectlitions whether the elc-
tions would be'held for a long time
t0 comep? That with ¢he overwhelm-
ing majority Mrs. Gandhi had in
Parliament there were, quips thar

the eleccisns would be po:ctponed

for ever! That in the West there
was -ezrping  eriticism that Mrs.
Gandhi was szeking to establish
a dictatorship by the precess of
postponing elections year by year.
That insidyous commenis  Were
made that whilst Pakistan was rea-
ching eut to a new kind of de-
mocracy, Indiz Was retracting into
purblind dictatorship? That the
stern Emargency Regulations which
had been imposed by Mrs. Gandhi
were cited as evidence that she
was paving the way for a dictator-
ship? That the massive amendments
to tha Censtitution zdopred by
tha Parliament, which curiailed the
powers of the Judiciary to nover-
ride tna sovercigety of Parlizmest,
ware also pegirded as major de-
viatigns from democracy? That the
prognositications and ~ proclama
tions ©f critics of Myrs. Gepdhi

that democratic India was being

slowly submeeged inwo a morzss of
diciar t  pule by Mrs. Gzndhi
(and f
that no elections wolld be held
in 1977 or 1978) have now  been

proved falce? That ever since Mrs. |
Gandhi had sought (o discipline
the natign and frustrate an uuscru-

TRIBUNE, fanuary 293 977,

se prophets Were certain '

pulous Opposition, (which had
-resorted ' ,t0, exwra-parliememary
agitation and campaigrs to  de-
stabilise the duly elcied govern
.ment), by imposing rigorous Emer-
gency Regulations, there has been
an putcry in the West that India
had rejected democracy? That in
recent months, the stringent pro-
‘visions of the Emergency have
been relaxed! That nearly all Op-

osition leaders who had been
‘held in detention have been re-
_leased? That Mrs. Gandhi's arch
rival, Mr. Mcraaji Desai, who had
at the last Stages encouraged those
‘who wanted to cust Mrs. Ganahi
‘through extra-parliamentary cam-
paigns bas also now been released?
That the press censorship has been
‘virtually withdrawn and many
‘foreign <¢orrespondents Who had
left wne country are now back zt
: their peosis for some months now!?
. That apart from ‘‘relaxing” the

.Emergency Regulations it is Yyet

to bé seen whether she wil remove

.the Emergency Regulations befcre

the election campaizn gets under
way? That the acid test, so far as
the democratic West is concerned,
is to evaluale the degree of “free”
dom'' Opposiiion partics snd leaders
have in che conduct of their eleciicn

campaigns?

IS-IT NOT A FACT that mosg of
the Western coungrics which had
criticised Mrs. Ganchi 2nd her Emer-
gency Regulations were not con=
cerned about the absence of deme-
eracy in ther Asizn or Afiican or
Latin = American coumniri,s? That
they have welcomed znd sypporied
the Pinochet regime in Chile?
That they have accepted the ruth-
less military government of Brazil
as a bulwark of the so-called free
world? That the miliizry junta in
Thailand, which oyerthrew che shore-

‘lived democratic regime, hzs benn
_ haifed by many Western Countrizs

as a DeCessary olgpost agzin_s:
“cogmmunism®”? That even Pakis-
#2n, even in the worst duys of iis
dictatorial  governmicms: Wwas 2
favolured country by many wes-
tern demeeracies? That it will be
remembered that India, even when
it sought 16 practice .the West-
minister 1ype of  demecricy, Wes
condemned by the West for zdopi-
ing independent {nonaligned)
foreign policy postures? That it is
impossible Lo decide _v-.ll'-ul-.tr s
country was ‘'democrati-’” or nog
by the comments and crivilisms made
in_ western countries? That it is
necessary to remember thag political |
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af O ealie!l
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comment emanating from any Establis~-

hnene, even in he so-calied cemoce

ratic coumwries of the West, are

derived from uhe requirements of
their foreign pelicy impeiatives?
That the commens ©f pro-Lsia-
blishment pupers, journals ind com-
mentators and polidciens hive been
consistgntly antiindira  Canachi
from the beginning of her regime
in 19671 That afier she resorted
to .Emergency Rule 10 put many
matiters 0 right in India he criti-
cisms levelled at Mrs. Gapgh®
reached . hysteric proporticns?
That in this obsession zgamnst Mrs.
Gapdghi (and nonaligned India).
many Westernl observers had fai-
fed o ncte that India had made
rapid strides In economic growth
during che current Emergency era?
That she has beccme seli-sufficient
in grain whercas earlier she had
been a deficit nation compelled
ito import 1ced grains? Thet, irom
being a country chronically shore
‘e{ _ioreign exchange, India now
has an adequaieioreign exchange
surplus which hzs increzse dyear
by year through a bouncing exgorc
trade! That 1hose Who kiuow ludia
say thay all these posiiive develop-
merns would 1o Leve been pousible
without the d:stfplil'_g il‘nl_cs..c. by
the Emergency Rogulaticns? That
the curtailment ot cer@in free-
doms for a smzll number oi people:
it is claimed, has: been more than
offset by the zchicvemenis in many
spheres of activiiy? Ther zpart
from every.hing else, the bluck-
merketiers 2pc the urbén hug
has been virtuzlly wiped ova? Thae
operations of the rich pnderworld

of smart operzators Who made big.

and easy meney by exploiiing che
vagaries of supply and demand
{ofien artificially induced by them):
have been endud? That Mrs. Gandhi
could not have thought of a betier
moment 19 annolince Lthe disselution
of Pat liament then the present? Thag
¢! ctions, it has been announced, will:
rakeplace inMarchiTheag Pzkiciarzoes.
10 rhe p0| ls en Mezrch 138 That if
Sri Lanka holds the Generzl Elec-
viens in 1977, 2s she must, iy wilk
ke a full round on The Subcontinent?

nat thereis speculation sbeit the
Sri Linka general electici? Thae
mzny still Fope ‘thit a tWe- hirds
majorily wili become availcble to
1 rea postpotiement Bcfi e 1le
NSA 3 ds cisolved ci. My 22,
19772 T 2t \he asticlugicel = diced

piestct elections i Jiby of Acgua®’
Tii t politi al alraiigs” \er  snap
elecvion aln cse immeda
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES

FOREIGN
AIR MAIL

Bangladesh, India, Maldives Island and Pakistan

Singapore, Democratic Republic of Vietnam and
South Vietnam

Australia, China, Chechoslovakia, Denmark,
France, G.D.R, West Germany, UK. Hong Kong,
ltaly, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, Philipines,
Poland, Portugal, South Africa, Switzerland,
USSR, Yugoslavia, Zambia and All African

Countries

Canada. Cuba, West Indies and US.A.

s SEA MAIL
To All Countries

LOC AL

TRIBUNE,

43, Dawson Street,

Colombo-2.
Telephone: 33172

Year

Year

Year

Year

Year

Year

Years

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.
Rs.

Rs.

Rs.
Rs.

14000

160-00

190-00
225-00

100-00

£0-00
120-00
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__Registered as 3 Newspaver in Srilanka _

HANDBOOK , _
for the

CEYLON
TRAVELLER

A Studio Times
Publication

305 Pages

24 Black and White
Photographs

4 full colour plates

This book Is not only for foreigners.
It will be a companion

for local people on their travels
through the Island.

Available at
STUDIO TI_MES

TIMES BUILDING,
COLOMBO-|
and at all leading bookshops
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