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Letter Prom The Hoitor

THE LEOPARD is a fast disappearing animal in this island. It has been
virtually shot out of existence by those who wanted its skin—mainly for
export. Although regulations were promulgated many years ago to protect
this animal and stop the export of skins, until very recently, these laws were
not enforced in an effective Manner- Y @ year or so 2ago, a foreign
sojourner in the i.land was caught with three or four dozen leopard skins,
and it was discovered that he was in business exporting the skins. The
fact that he was atrached to a West european mission had enabled him to
indulge in this proficable pastime without lct or hindrance. Protests and
representations by official and non-official circles in this country had resulted
in the hurried “export” of this gentlemen. |t is not known how many skins
he had exported in the years he had been in Sri Lanka, or how many others
have carried on a similar crade. It is, hewaver, known that the highest price
ever paid to a local hunter fora full-length leoﬁard skin was around Rs. 450
a piece and that the same skin fetched no less than US § 5000 (five thousand,
if you please) in any cicy in western europe. Environmentalists and protec-
tionizts will be happy to know that the United States has taken the initiative some-
times ago to ban the import of leopard skins and the :kins or featherz of animals
and bird: protected in any country. A few other countries have followed suit,
but only half-heartedly so far. If all the rich and affiuent countries of the world
follow the example of the United S ates, and adopt similar laws in regard to the
skina of protected animals, then the chance: of zaving many of the fast dis-
appearing =pecies will he greater. This new US policy towards protected fayna is
an indication of the growing upsurge of a new morality in the United States
which has, obviously, led to the eleccion of the (virtually) unknown Jimmy
Carier as President. Carcer is a Christian from the Baptist denomination,
and he seems to take his religious ethics seriously. During his campaign
he had siressed that it was necessary to infuse morality into che policies
pursued by the USA in the spirit of the founding fathers of the Unired Seates.
Many had thought that the religious and morali-tictinge in the Cartet propa-
ganda was a gimmick to win votes. But, within two weeks of his assymption
of office, Jimmy Carter has made it clear that he intends to implament
something of whay he meant by a new content of morality in governmental
policies, programmes and work. He had started off with a bang on Inaugu-
ration Day when he walked the two miles to White House instead of riding
in the bulles-proof Cadillac nicknamed Queen Mary. Much hes already
been written about the elimination of pomp, pageantry 2nd privilege at the
White House. “........ No more triumpets will blare to herald the
entry of the President into the East Room. No mere chauffeured limousines
for the White House staff.. No more personal photographer for the Presi-
demt i He promised to issue a pardon to Vietnam draft resisters
during his first weekin office. Despite protests from left and right, he did
so on his second day in the Oval Office. He criticised the use of tax funds to
pay for chauffeured limousine service from home to office for top members of
the Whice Housestaff. On January 24, he ended the practice........ Mr
Carter deplored locked doors in the Justice Department building—an anti-
crime measure. It was, he used to say, a symbolic locking-out of the poor,
the. disadvantzged and minorities from the system of justice. On January
26, his new Attorney-General unlocked the doors, and the President pledged
they are going to stay open, even though thag might at times prove uncom-
fortabla s, Mr. Carter is proposing as well that Cabinet meetings
(except when “sensitive mattersare under discussion-Ed.) be opened to
the press on the grounds that the public has a right to know how business
the press on the grounds that the public has a right to know how business
is being conducted........ ¥ Wal'er M. Sullivan concludes his article,
in which he set our a large number of other similar changes in White House
Ehigs: ™ o e Taken together, these actions reflect a carefully cultivated
aura of departure from past White House practices and habits. The Presi-
dent hesrelied h avily on symbolism in his firse days as he trims back the
trappings of the ‘Imperial Presidency’, the short-term Americans use to
describe the concentration of power and privilege in White House inthe
years since World War Two. I&Io one, of course, knows how long the new
ayra will withstand the pressures of governance as Mr. Carter moves from
symbolism to more substantial areas, requiring not unilateral actions by
im, but co-operation by Congress 2nd the bureaucracy.” There is no
doubt that Carter has made an excellent start:astart, that has impressed
“‘thinking people in many countries of the world: and that what he has done
‘xo far has the ring of sincerity without any teine of gimmickry.
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

Censorship Law, Com-
petent Authority And
Coconuts

February 7,

This is the first issue of Tribune,
this year, that is being got toget her
without being restricted by the
compulsions of a growing strike
movement (which paralysed the
Railways and disrupted the trans-
port of essentials to and from the
meatropolis) and under the shadow
of a comprehensive Censorship Law
that effectively inhibited comment
of any kind. S

Owing to. the dislocation caused
by the rail strike, the issue of Tri-
bune of January 8 (Vol. 21 No. 30},
could not be prodiced on schedule
and it was therefore decided to
combine it with the issue of Janu-
ary 15 as 2 double-number (Vol.
21, Mos. 30 & 31) and to releaseit
early inthe week, 53y on January
i2. When this combined issue was
r for printing, the announce-
rﬁ:ﬁ: that Pa Censgorship had been
imposed was made over the Radio
on the afterncon of Japuary 10.
The radio announcement referred
to three matters Which were sub-
ject to censorship, but it was not
clear how it Was to be implemented.
It was also announced that Mr.
W. R, P. Tillekeratne, Secretary
to the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting, also the Director
of Informacion, also Chairman of
SLBC and also the Director-General
of the SLBC, had been appointed
e Competent Authority.

On the next day, January 1l
it was not pqsslble to find out how
the censofship laws would be app-
lied to weeklies Jdike the Tnb_une.
We assumed that only articles
and eomments touching on the
three matters refefred to in the
“Schedule’’ had to be shown to
the Competent Authorityfor scru-
tiny. and as we did not want to
delay the printing, We extracted
the atticles which we thought had
to be scrutinised by the Compe-
sent Authority and printed the
resy of the paper- It was only on
. the next day, January 12, that we
received 3 commupication from
 she Competent Authority about

- TRIBUNE, February 12, 1977

the manner in Which the censor-

ship would operate. The letter

dated January 1l read:
Further to my letter of 10th
Jamuary, 1977, you are hereby
notified that all news items,
argicles and pictures  should
submitted to me in duplicate,
before publication.

These could be submitted to me
* at the places mentioned below:

Mondays through Friday—9.00 a.m.

to 3.00 p.m.—Department of

information, 7, Sir Baron Jaya-

tilleke Mawatha, Colombo-1. 3.00

p-m. to 1000 p.m. at Depart-

ment of Information, Colomne-1

or at the Sri Lanka Broadcasting

Corporation, Colomno 7

Saturday ond Sunday—9.00 a.m.

to 9.00 p.m. at Sri Lanka Broad-

casting Corporation; Colombo 7.

Please inform me immediately

if you requife these times to be

changed.

The letter of Jamiary 10 refer-
red to was attached to this letter
and it set out the DIRECTIONS
GIVEN UNDER PARAGRAPH
{1, OF REGULATION (4 OF
THE EMERGENCY (MISCELLA-
NEOUS PROVISIONS AND
POWERS) REGULATIONS, NO.
12 OF 1976, BY THE C QOMPE-
TENT AUTHORITY APPOINTED
FOR THE PURPOSE OF THAT
REGULATION.

THE DIRECTIONS arc cet out
below together with the Schedule.

(1) No person shall publish any

such document, as' is described

in the Schedule hereto—

(a) unless it has first been passed

for publication by a Competent

Authority; and

(b) except in the form in which

it has been so passed.

(2) A person shall, before pub-

lishing any such document, as
is described in the Schedule
hereto submit it to, or exhibit
it before, 2 Competent Autho-
rity for the purpose of having
iv passed for publication.

(3) In these directions—

“Competent Authority” means
2 Competent Authority appoin-
ted for the purpose of regulagion
14 of the Emergency (Miscella-
necus Provisions and Powers.
Regulations. No. 12 of 1976;
and '

“document” includes any news-
paper, journal magazine, pam-

)
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Censorshipr

phlet, poster or other publica-
tion.
Schedule

Any document containing news,

comment, opinion, pictorial re-

presentation, photograph  or
other matter relating to:

(a) the activity of any person

or group of person engaged or

employed in an essential service;

(b) Any trade union activity in

an essential service: or

(c) Any action taken by the rele-

vent authorities to maintain an

esseritial service.

In the envelope in which we
received the letters of lan. 10 and
Jan. |1, was another letter which,
read as follows: £

I wish to bring to your ctientiou

that page proofs of all pages of

all editions (provincial, city

others) of your publication should
be forwarded for approval before
they are publizhed, if they carry
any alterations or aodditions to

pages already approved .

Please be good enough to instruct

your staff to see that this require-

ment iz strictly adhered to.

This made it clear that the whole
paper, every page cf it in page-
proof form had tc be submitted
to the Competent Authority (CA).
There was no ambiguity in the ori-
ginal Directions. if one read them
carefully.

We therefore submitted the al-
ready-printed paper, datelined
Japuary 15, to the Competent
Authority. We didso with trepida-
tion even though we had with-
drawn articles which we thoughc
might be*‘objectionable’. Any cut by
the CA would mean that the entire
isSue wotild have to be scrapped. Buc
the CA passed the copy.

On Japuary |7, =z further
communication Was received from

th_e CA. Iy read.

Directions given under para-
graph (1) of regulation 14 of
the Emergency (Miscellaneous

Provisions and Powers) Regula-
tions, No. | of 1977, by the Com-
petent Authority appointed for
the purpose of tha: regulation.

THIS ISSUE of Tribune of January
15 (Nos 30 & 21), of Japuary 22
(No 32) and January 29 {No 33j
were scrutinised and approved by
the CA. Vis a vis our issues of the
15th and 22nd of January, we did
not submit - any articles which

2



Editor's Neteheok

thought the CA might find ° objac-
tionable’”. With the strike over
on Jonuery  17/18, we submicted
the Editor’s Notebock, dated Jenuary
9, (and which had been intended
for the issue of January 15 and
which we had withdrawn) to the
CA on January 25 (having withus
three to four pages of alternate
non-objectionable matter) to sub-
stitute tor these pages if the CA
imposed any cuts. We were sur-
prised when the whole of article
was okayed by the CA without 2
cut. and it was this piece that ap-
peared in ovr issue of January 29
(No. 34). We had thought that
many portions in that article would
be *cut”, and it is necessary fo
place on record that the article
was approved without any cus
or changes. l¢ may be that the
tensions stemming ‘rom thestrike
had subsided and that such com-
ment had become permissible. iWe
were sorry that we had not sub-
mitted this piece contemporane-
ously on Janury !l to know how
the CA would heve reacged then.)

The last issue, of Tribune, Fabru-
ary 5 (Vol. 21. Neo. 35), was pre-
pared {or submission to the CA

on January 3} or February | because =

we had wanted to catch up with
our printing schedules. The whole
paper in page prooi was ready
on January 31 to be submitted
2o the CA on the next day. Bu: it
was announced late in the evening
of janvary 31 thec the Censcrship
was lifted. It was therefore not
necassary to submit the issue to
the CA. In that issue. the Confiden-
tially column (originally writcen
for the issue of January 15) was
pert of page-proofs to be submitted
to the CA, and one does not know
how he would have reacted on
February 1. The Editor's Notebeak,
last week, was a continuation of
the Notes started on lanuary 9.
and the subsequert daily notes
maintained until the censorshi

was lifted will be published in ¢he
Tribune in the coming weaks.

The three week's of censor-
ship was an exhilirating ex-
perience. During the emer-
gency of 1971, the Competent
Authority insisted on scru-
tinising only articles and com-
ments which related to the
“insurgency’. Furthermore,
the CA, then, had delegated
his authority to 2 number of
assistants who looked through

the manuscripts and okayed
them (or cut them, or with-
held them} most expeditiously.
This “insurgency” censorship
had gone on for a long time—
nearly six months, if we re-
member right — but after the
tense eight or nine weeks
had passed, the whole busi-
ness had become a routine
matter.

But, the three weeka of cen-
sorship this time was a more
memorable event. The CA was
a single entity and he {for
reasons not disclosed ta the
press or the public) did net
delegate authority to any as-
sistants. One <an only ven-
ture to guess that the' Govern.
ment wanted a single |ndi.
widual to discharge the fune.
tions of 8 Censor becguse
there i3 no doubt thst a ¢gn.
sistent snd uniform policy
could be pursued only
by one individual. Whoever
had decreed that one single
individuzl had the job of gp-
proving every single page of
the printed word in the fourth
estate in Sri Lanka did net
foresee or appreciate the bur-
dens that would be cast upon
this single individual.

Te Mr. Ridgeway Tillekeratne's
credit, it must be said, he shoul-
dered this burden with stoic calm
and Ssupreme sangfr_c."d. He was
always sweelness iiself on tha
phone aven after 18 hours of con-
.inuzous work (looking 3¢ every-
ching from advertisements — no
doubt to prevent obituary notices
of D.EM.O'cracy —to  Sporis’
pages, forei news, everything
in fact). Tribune had many fears
and apprehensions about how the CA
would deal with us. It muse be
recalled that Tribune had carried
comments and argicles which had
been critical of the SLBC apd
more especially about the mess-
up in the Press Centre during the
r\ﬁ;n-aligne,d. And the boss of the
SLBC and the Press Centre was
(and is} Mr. Ridgeway Tillekeragne.

Knowing the ways of buregu-
cracy and bureaucratic power in
Sri ankahin_rel.lcenE aar’:. WR_ had
thought that the r« Ridge-
wz;:.g Tillekeratne, would "tlkesit
out of us”’ in the way other bureay-
crags do and have done. Te our
surprise, he did ned. He wes quite
“understanding™ about our produs
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cing 2 fully {uncemsored) printed '
papcr threa days after the Cen-
sorship  Law -had been brought
into force, and he gave us the okay.
Tribune, however, did not test
him by submitting any might-be
objectionable articles  ungil the
strike was well and truly over.

But delays were inevitabie
and they did occur—what with
the morning and evening
dailies crowding on the CA’'s
time—Tribune cannot grumble.
Our issues of January 22 and
29%. however, were on schedule.
In this connection, it would
be pertinent to recall that
the supreme British method of
invisible censorship is DELAY,
We cannot remember whosa
autobiography or memoir it
wag that mentioned that in
the UK the Government had
' the right to issue a D-NOTICE
to the BBC to stop any news
or comment being put on the
air. D meant delay, but the
item might be delayed for one
hour, one day, one week,
one month, one year, and
may be for aver. Britain pri-
des itself on freedom of ex-
pression and communication,
but the D-NOTICE is the
most effective censorship ever
conceived. News or Comment
becomes ‘‘dead” if delayed
for one hour or one day. In
Sri Lanka, there is no infras-
tructural machinery to ope-
rate g D-NOTICE. That is
why the siightest emergency
catlls for the most heavy-
handed Censorship Laws.

THE TOPIC of the day in political
circles, during the last few days,
has been speculation as to how
the Government will take the
CP statement on the strikes. The
CP statement is noteworthy for
the following points: (1) the CP
justified the strikes as bgping a
natural and spontaneous outhreak
bacausg of insufferable economic
conditions too long endured by the
people; (2) the CP said that strikes
were mnot ‘‘politically motivated
to topple the governmen:"; (3)
the CP staced thag it was juscified
in participating in the strikes;
(4} the CPstacement insisted that
the government should and muse
negotiate with “strikers’’; (5) the

Te-tecated the oft-repeated
dictum thee the UNP (and Reae-
sion) was the mein enemy and <hac

T?Effl_u*f": _:(__-F;::--u-..._u_. !:.
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it 'was necessary to unite all pro-
gressives to defeat the UNPy (6)
the CP was sharply critical of the
LSSP in a reply to the LSSP criti-
cisms of the CP during'and after the
strike: and (7) the CP laid down
in the statement the minimum on
which a new Common Programme
could be hammered out between
the SLFP and the CP for t_hé; next
elections: * ; ST

‘The .CP, it will be sgen, has
differed sharply. from the Frime
Minister and the -SLFP on, —one
main issue, thap the strikes yere
politically-motivated _ to .topple
the Government. Tribune, (vide
issuie of January 29¢h) .did not go
so far as the. PM, but believed and
still believes that the Railway and
subsequent strikes were politically-
motivated by  those who wanted
to open a dialogue with the Gov-
ernment, (and not to topple it)
frem a position of strength: that
these groups .and parties wented
the confrontagion, fto come to 2
culmination _before "the campalgn
for the next General Elections
got under way, There is no doubt,
fowever, that the CP was not part
of any ‘“‘conspiracy” even to start
strikes, which ~ would lead to a poli-
tical dinlogue, The CP was - obsessed
with the idea that ‘‘workers"  fad
gone on strike that the CP thought
it. was their proletdrian duty to support
the strikes and participate in them.

How the PM ar;d the SLFP - will
lgok on the CP statement-is y=.
uncertain. The CP “has- ‘certainly
taken high ground both with re-
gard to the SLFP as well as’the
LSSP. Will the SLFP be ‘tempted
to throw the CP out of the “Govern-
ment and end the United Front?
Or -will the SLFP decide to forget
the ‘whole matter and take upthe
position that it was possible’ for

“friends’’ to ‘'disagree'’. The state-

ment makes it clear that the CP
is in no mood to quit the Govern-
ment unilaterally ~and  break up
the United Front. But, it does
seem willing to take the risk of being
thrown out by the SLFP. How cal-
culated is the risk? Will the SLFP

risk a break and go-it-zlone' at
the Elections? o
in the meantime; there- is also

much speculation about’ what the
SLFP will do about the faur
dent SLFP MPs. These gentlemen
have not attended any of the Parlia-
mentary Party group meetings; and
though the CP members did not
attend the last group meeting,

Mr. Pieter Keuneman is- reported:

TRIBUNE, February |2, 1977

dissi- -

fo have attended "a Sectoral Commi=
ttee meeting (he had not attended
Cabinet “Meetings after’ the ‘mini-
confrontation between the CP and
SLFP had hotted up during the
strike), There are rumours that
the dissidents, together with other
dissatisfied and frustrated elements
in’the, SLEP, mayform a new Party,
but 3t the moment they are only
having closed-deor meetings.
What the immediate future has
in store is hard to envisage or anti-
cipate. But there” is no doubt
that politital® climate is beginn-
ing te get *hot™. This is not merely
because of the impending General
Elections but also’ because .of the
Wwersening ‘econemic situation. It
is fanny that State marketing agen-
cies ‘should take pride in announc-
ing the sale of coconuts 2t 85 cents
each :when just. three years ago a
coconut Was considered - expensive
at . thirty ' or forty - - cents
each. The -ordinary hou?ehqlder's
budget is based on a price Index
with * coconuts® ranging from Ten
to -twenty cents each. For: a long
time .now, politicians: and bureau-
crats have blamed the:“drought”
for. -the -shortfalll in coconut
production. - The Tribune however,
had spotlightad *a number of. rea-
sons for the -shortfall and three
years ago had predicted that if
ceptain trends were not reversed.
this island would have to import
coconuts for domestic purposes.
. In a.speech, recently, the PM
called” .upon the people (a), not
to pluck and sell kurumbas; (b)
not to-cut dewn the leaves from
the ‘coconut trees: and {c) not to
cut down the trees for timber
or .fireweod.. She wanted more
trees planted and fertiliser applied
te ensure grealer i
Tibune has always sald  this
(and more) for over three years,
and. it heartening that the Prime
Minister- should have thought it
necessary fto. tell the people what
we have been saying for a long time.
Mere sermons will not help to
remedy . matters: the root cause
for the malady must be emoved.
Politicians, bureaucrats and even
the “‘masses’, must Tealise that
triye’  Land Reform is not' mere
land distribution and fragmenta-

tion'*but ‘a purposeful programme’

of ldrid utilisation so 25 Lo ensure
greater production: In' S¢i Lanka,
as we have said so often in these
columns: ‘the cart .has been put
before” the horSe, and' otr Lland
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production.

Editor's Notebook

Reform took over land and distri-
buted it without any concrete,
workable and practical plans to
ensure the proper utilisation of
the lands so taken over. ~ Now,
not to mix our metaphors, after
the horses have bolted from the
stables, our policy makers and
administrators are wanting to bolt
the stable doors, and are proclaim-
ing grandisoe schemesand plans to
bring about thes millenium . ;

.Byt, coconuts Continue tq sell
at anything from Rs. 1.00 to Rs.
In40 each in the city of Colombo.
Very soon they will fetch Rs. 2.06
each . The governmental agencies
and the govisalas have, sofar, only
a small quantity for sale each day,
at B2 or 85 cents each in Coolmbo
and some of the suburbs. But the
early birds at these places get thé
nuts even though the number of
person ¢an get s restricted. It
is irony of the highest order that
people have to queue up to buy
a rationed quot3a of coconuts at
unbelievable @nd unconscicnable
prices in a land Where coconuts
(only a few years back) were plenti-
ful and were available at prices
within the means of ordinary peo-
ple. The current propaganda bar-
rage claiming the sale of coconuts
at 85 cents each, by the grace of
the Natiopal Livestock Board, s
probably nothing more than =z
spectacular gimmick similar o the
packsted meat (boneless) gimmick
during the Non-aligned Conference
in Colombo and in a few selected
suburbs, i ' :

INTERNATIONAL  AFFAIRS

BY KAUTILIYA" |
e Carter Policies
e Diego Garcia

A NEW ERA seems to have dawned
in regard to America's relations

with foreign countries. President

Carter, as indicated by him during
his campaign. has made it his firsc
priofity to establish closer relations
with th‘e “traditional” allies of the
USA, viz. the big affluent, capita-
list" countries of Western Eiirope
and Japan. He sent his Vice-Presi-
dent, Mondale, within a fortnight
of his assumption of office,” on a
trip round these countries to explain

4



Carter’s Fore}gh Policy

the basic priorities of the Carter
administration. In reality, there
1s no basic change of a fundamental
nature in US policy towards these
countries, but during the Kissinger
era the US had taken many of these
countries by surprise by the measu-
res Nixon and Ford had taken to se-
cure greater detente with Russia
and China. There were many occa-
sions when these '"traditional al-
‘lies” of the US had felt that the
US had not “consulted” with them
on several international problems cf
‘consequence. Ford, latterly, had
tried to remedy this tilt in US dip-
lomacy, but that did not prevent
Carter from making a campaign
issue of the fact that these allies
of the US had become resentfull of
Kissinger's cavalierly big brother
attitudes to powerful (economi-
cally) countries like West Ger-
many and Japan.

Vice-president Mondale wes well
received in these countries and he
assured them thac US would not
take any major step in . dealings
with the communist world cr
the third world without prior
censultation with her lengstanding
allies whose economic systems and
political ideologies had kept them
together. Mondale had also- made
it a point to stress that the three
economic giants of the capitalise
world—the USA, West Germany—
and Japan—had a special respen-
sibility to usher in a pew inter-
national economic order (no doubt
in the image of their own systems)
that would reduce poverty and
the inequalities in the world.

It must also noted that the state-
ments made by the new Secretary
of State, Cyrus Vance, on a number
of topical matters of international
significance are indications that a
new wind seems to be coming cut
of the USA. At a press conference
in Washington, on January 3l,
Vance set out the guidelines which
would motivate the foreign poli-
cies of the Carter administration,
For the record, it is worthwhile
reproducing some of the highlights

from this press Conference (as
contained in a USIS release).
SECRETARY OF STATE

VANCE has pledged cthag "the
United States government “will
speak frankly about injustices both
at -home and abroad’ when it sees
threats to human rights. On

human rights issues, he said January

31 at his first ne€ws conference)
“we do not infend..to be strident

5

or ‘polemical. But we do believe
an abiding respect for human rights
Is a human value of fundamental

importance znd that it must be -

nourished.” Mr. Vance told 2 ques-
tioner that he did not agree with
the position &f his predecessor,

Henry A. Kissinger, that to criti-
cize other governments publicly
for viplaging human rights would
be counter-productive. “No, | do
not share that view,” Mr. Vance
5aid. “There will be times when we
feel it appropriate and necessary
to speak out, and there will be
other times when we do not.”

Mr. Vance spoke to the press
for forty minutes during which time
he announced he would go to
Moscow in. March for Strategijc
Arms Limitaction Talks, (lt was later
decided that he will goto Moscow
on March 28). He told questioners
that he did not think that critical
statements by the United States
on human rights issues in the Soviet
Union would hamper negotitions
with MoscoW on intefnatignal and
bilateral matters.-

‘In his wide-ranging press ses-
sion, Mr. Yance announced alsg
that the Carter Administration
“will strongly supperr the' repeal
of the Byrd amendment,”, legisla-
tion under which the United States
imports chrome from Rhodesia.

Mr. Vance warned that ‘‘Rho-
desian authorities should under-
stand clearly that under no cir-
cumstances can they count on any
form of American assistance in
their efforts to prevent majority
rllle_ _iﬂ Rhodfsia." . '.

Mr. Vance, who will visic six
nations in the Middle East starting
February 14, emphasied that it
is ‘“‘critically important that pro-
gress be made thiz year” on an
Arab-lsraeli seftlement. He said
ke would set no specific deadline
for reconvening the Geneva Peace
Conference on the Middle East,
but he emphasized it should be
done in 1977. Wf the Middle East
problem is “allowed to drag out,
and we are not 3t a conference,
all kinds of disruptive factors may
occur,” he warned, adding, how-
ever, that while it is “incumbent
that we proceed as fast as we pro-
perly can..it would be foolhardy™

to hold a conference “until the.

ground has been thoroughly ex-
plored.” Mr. Vance broke other
few ground for the Carter Ad-
ministration by disclosing that
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“later this week” the United States
will announce the name of the
person “we will be 'sending” to
‘Greece, Turkey ard Cyprus' to
“discuss  bilateral relatiors..and
also to eéxamine the Cypriot prob-
lem itself.”

As for Latin American affairs,
Mr. Vance reaffirmed a pesition
he had taken at his confirmation
hearings earlier this month that he
‘hoped “there would be indications"
that the Cubans are “anxious and
willing to live within the system
of nations, and if that wera the

‘case,”” then he “hoped we could

bring the process of moving
towards normalisation.”” He was
aked if the removal of Cuban

trcops from Angola was a pre-
requisite for ncrmalization of US-
Havana relacions. "'With respect
to the presence of Cubantroops in
Angola,” Mr. Vance answered, “the
presence of 2ny outside forces is
not helpful to a peaceful solution."
But he said that he thought that
the Cuban presence in Angola
is @ matter which should be settled
by the Africans themselves.” He
said "'l don't want to set up any
pre-conditions at this point’ about
Angola and the possible permali-
zation of Washington-Havana re-
jations.

Other matters discussed by Mr.
Vance were the Brazilian-West
Germzn nuclear plant deal apd
the French-Pakistani nuclear re-
processing transaction Topics also
included Vietnam, the People’s Re-
Republic of China, Stage Depart-
meng-Congressional relagions, and
My Vance's plan for zn “open
3pproach” 1o the press.

The following points stressed
by Vance during press conference
reveal thac the Carter administra-
tion is of to a good start on fore-
ign policy meatters........

HUMAN RIGHTS—He said the
U.S. Government “will couple
what we say publicly” on human
rights ‘“‘with private conversation
with various ctountries, and we
hope that will strepgchen the pro-
cess of progress in that area.”
He asked if Washingicn would
fecel freer in condemning human
rights vielations in smaller coun-
tries than in criticizing Soviet prac
tices. “No, | hope we will not have
a double standard. So far Ithink
that we have not,”” Mr. Vance said.
In its first days in office the Carter
Administration publicly accused
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Crechoslovakia of violating the pro-
visiens of the 1975 Helsinki AngE'
ment ‘by detaining and harassing
human rights activists. Following
thae statement of January 26, the
State. Department on lanuary 27
said that if Moscow tried to silence
the pnlitiﬂal dissident Andrei Sakh-
arov such action would be in con-
flict “‘with accepted interpational
standards of human rights’. My,
Vance told the news conference
that he had not seen por, therefore
‘‘cleared” the siatement on Mr.
Sakharov but that he has “respon-
sibility” for the Stete Department
and accepts the ‘‘responsibility
fully’” for the statement. Mr. Yance
said he respected Mp. Sakharov
“yery deeply'’, including the dissi-
dent’s “principlesand his pursnit
of those principles.”

MOSCOW TRIP—Mr. Vance said
he would announte the exact date
of his visit o Moscow “lager this
week.” The Secretary was asked
if President Carger's recent stdfe-
mens that he did not want the
new U.S. cruise missiles and the
new Soviet backfire bomber to be
stumbling blocks to a second Stra-
tegic Arms Limitation Agreement
(S.A.LT.) was advocating the two
issues be side tracked and another
S.AL.T. accord be reached now.
Mr. Vance replied they Mr. Carter
“was mot sufgesting they be put
aside.” He said the President “was
suggesting thet he did not want
to see the negotiations fall apart
if resoluzion could not be reached
a¢ this time on those tWo issues.’’
Mr. Vance said he was “sure that
there will be an agtempt to resolve”
the two issues when the Carger
Administration stariS negotiaticns
with Moscow. Aﬂswtrm‘.g another
question, Mr. Vance said it was
not inconsistent for the Carter
Adminisiration tc urgs Sendie rati-
fication of two already - negotia-
ted treaties with Moscow setting
a 150-kiloton limit on underground
nuclear explosions while at the
same time the administration has
the objective of zgreement to stop
all testing. He said the two treaties
now before the Senate are '‘step-
ping stones on the toad to the
ultimase ohijective which is a com-
plete cessation of testing, and |
do not believe Lhat there 15 any
inconsistency.”

MIDDLE EAST—Aflter emphasize
ing shat it is “proper and rea-
sonable o say' that there should
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be a peace conference “in 1977,”
Mr. Vance was questioned whether
he had any ideas on hoW to deal
with the Palestinian issue. He aci-
nowledged that "l do have some
theughts on this,'” but he said that
“I prefer not to talk about them
at this time."" The new Secretary
of State said that the Palestine
Liberztion Organization (PLO) “‘up
to this peint has refused to recog-
nize the right of Israel to exist”
or to zccept the “framework for
negotiations’’ under United Nations
Secyrity Council Resolution 242
and 338. "Under these circumstan-
ces,” Mr. Vance said, “it is difficult
to see hoW progress can be made."”
But he quickly added that “in
saying this, however, | want to
emphasize that we continue to
believe that the recognition of the
legitimate interests of the Pales-
tinian people will be critical to a
settlement.” He said that “there
are a number of views held by the
partiesasto how one might address”
the Palestinian issue and that “this
is one of the subjects..l expece
to discuss with the leaders of the
varicus countries when | go to the
Middle East.”” Mr. Vance was asked
if he or one of his staff members
expects to Speak to Palestinian
representatives on the week-long
trip. “MNot at this time, as long

as the circu mstances are as | have
indicated,” Mr. Vance said.
ARAB BOYCOTT—The Secre-

tary said that “I fully support the
legislation which is cyrrently on
t he books” in the United Statas
dealing with the mateer of Arab
boycotts of firms doing business
with Isragl. He said he expects
to testify Febryary 28 2z a Sepate
hearing on new legislation and be-
ligves that “by that time we will
have a government-wide positi on
which | will bs prepared to enu-
merzte.”

MNUCLEAR SALES—The Upi-
ted States, Mr. Vance said, wan:s
to “work harmoniously” with Brazil
and West Germany in seeing whe
ther or Mot a way c2n be found
to prevent the constfuction of
nuclzar reprocessing plants provi-
ded for in a deal Brazil signed in
1975 to receive West German
repracessing technology and equip-
ment, “The concarn which the
Uniied Stages has expressed with
respect to that transaetipn reflects
the general contern we have on
the whola problem of the spread
of nuclear wespons,”” he said. He
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Cyrus. Yance

said “we have discussed the matter’’
with the West Germans and have
“begun to discuss” it with the
Brazilians. Noting that “we are
very fresh in office,’”’ he said, he
hoped “very much” that Brazil
and West Germany would not go
ahead with implementing the tran-
saction "until we have had a chance
to further discuss the Qquesticn
of what alternatives there are to
proceeding” with it. He said thag
U.S. concern 3bout nuclear proli-
feration “applies across the board
and not to just one or two coun-
tries'” and Washington hopes that
in the case of the French agree-
ment to sell a reprocersing plant
to Pakistan that “'ways could be
found not to proceed.”

ARMS SALES—Mr. Vance said
Washington is ‘‘committed To a
basic principle to find a2 way to
reduce the sale of arms' abroad
not only by the United Stages
“but b? cther nitions.”” He said
it was “‘possible to make progress
towards that go2l but that it would
not “be easy.” Mr. Vance said
“we as the largest seller of arms
have a Tresponsibility to..deter-
mine what our own policy will be
and having done that toc work
with other nations to see..whe-
ther they will work with us in’
developing programs and policies’
The Carter Ad ministration has
under consideration, he said, “whe-
ther or not it would be construc-
vive to issue regulations which
would require any arms manufa-
tyrer in the United Stages” to
receive State Depargment permis-
sion before the manufacturer even
approaches other countries to make
arms deals.

He told a questionier that a mutual
arms supply cutback with the
Sovie? Unien in the Middle East
wzs =a ‘‘constructive’’ idea but
that he doubted progress could
be made in thatrespect "untilyon
get a political csegtlement in the
region. He set twe standards for
the U.5. supply of weagons to the
area, First, he said, the “arms
must_satisfy, or must be fitted to,
the legitimate security nceds of
the country concerned.”’ Second,
hesaid, ""they must be looked at
with Tespectio their effect on the
overall sitiaticn with respect to
peace in the Middle East.”
INVITATIONS-—-Mr. Vnaca szaid
that when he goes to the
Middle East nexe month he “weonld
expeci that we would exiend in-

&
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vitations to all of the leaders wo
meet’” with President Carter to
the United States. Tha invitatiors
would indude one to Isragli Prime
Minicter Witzhak Rabip, he iaid 2
questioner.

RHODESIA—Mr. Vance  was
asked if he thought that Rhodesia
would hive to negotiate with black
natipnalises for & transition to
majority rule if pressedto do so
by South Africa. *I don't think
it really is quite that si mple’, he
replied. However, he said “South
Africa can play a very important
role in this area. We have been
in constant communication with the
South Africans and will continue
to do So.”" He said, "“we very much
regret that efforys to reach a satis-
factory negotiated setslement to
the Rhodesian problem bave, for
the moment at least, been dealt
a serious blow” by the position
announced by lan Smith. The Smith
stance, he said, “has resulted in a
new and more dangerous situa-
tion regarding prospects for peace
in southern Rhodesia.”” Mr. VYance
said that the Smith ‘‘so-called inter-
nal solution” for Rhodesia “‘will
not produce a peaceful settle ment,
and, therefore will not have the
support of the United States.”
He said “yes” when asked if the
Geneva nference is still the
proper forum for black-white nego-
tiagzions on Rhodesia’s future. Asked
if Washington would send a special
emissary to southern Africa he
said *‘| do not have any final concly-
sion in myown mind..l want to
think about the problem and study
it.”” He said he wanted tp get the
views of Andrew Young, the U.S,
Ambassador to the United Nations,
when the Ambassador returns from
his trip to Tanzania and Nigeria.
But Mr. Vance e mphasized the US
view that "in so far as the southern
Rhodesian problem is concerned
the British Government properly.
is taking the leading role..we will.

support the British Government

in this effort.”

CYPRUS—Secretary Vance said
he was “encouraged” by the fact
that Archbishop Makarios, Presi-
denc of Cyprus, had met for the
first time in 15 years with Rauf
Denktash, the Turkish Cypriot
leader, He said the results of the
January 27 meeting “seemed to be
generally constructive.” “The work-
ing out of a (Cyprus) settlement
is going to be immensely ccmpli-
cated and very difficult, but at

7.

least we now have the first step

havirg been taken,” Me. Vance
said. He vowed that the United
States “‘will do everyihing chat

we can to  help
sertlement.” ;
VIET_N_AMs-Mr. Vance reaffirmed
a posicion he had expressed sarlier
this month that it was in the
interest” of the Unized Stage

facilitate such 3

and Vietna m “to procecd towards’

normalization of relztions. We
hope we will be able to starc thag
process in the néar future,” he
sald, But the emphasized that he
hoped the issue of seating Vietnam
in the U.N. "would not be raised
until we h3ve had a chance ta start

our discussiors with respect to
normalization.”
PEOPLE'S REFUBLIC OF

CHINA—He siad *1 do  sup port
strongly the normalizaticn ©1 rela-
tions'" between Washingien and
Peking. He said the matier of pace
and mode is “‘under infensive re-
view'' in Washington, and "I would
hope we could complete that review
in the not too distang future.” He
reaffirmed U.S. dedication to the
principles of the U.S. - Chinese
Shanghai Communidque.

REPUBLIC OF KOREA—Re-
porters questioned Mr.
about whether Washington plans
to put pressure on South Kores
to improve the human rights situ-
ation there. ““The question of
human rights is obviously one we
willbe discussing with the Koreans.
I think | should say nothing more
at this point,” he replied .

PRESS RELATIONS—Mr. Vance
said he intends to have an "open
press conference at least once 2
month” to explain the foreign
policy objectives of the Carter
Administration and “as much as
Possible how we intend to proceeg
in meeting thote objectives.”
He said that when he goes on over-
seas trips he intends to speak to
the press “on the record in almost
all cases.”

STATEMENTS by Carter, Mondale,
Vance and Andrew Young on a
number of matters reveal that there
is a definite 2tte mpt 14 break away
from the cold war pclicies first
initiated by Trum:n and made
into a2 messianic global ideology
(in theory and practice) by John
Foster Dulles during the Eisen-
hower administration and  which
was [ollowed by KﬁnnedYt Johnson,
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- “luring”

Nixon and Ford (with récognisable
and substantial weakening in the
detente eia of Kiczinger) In Japan,
Mendale tad  pe-fierated  what
Caiter had sali that the U5 would
Phase out wind withdiew (gradually
albeit) American treops in South
Vietnam. While it iz true that
Mondale had assured them that
the phasing out would be done in
copsulisticn wiih US alligs in the
region, Mondale had made ix clear
that US. troops would be with-
drawn from Sguth Korea and that
they would not be posted in any
other places like Guam or Oki-
nawa. The Carter administration
will contiruie to be an Asia-Pacific
Power; Mondale had said, byt with-
out committing American troops
in Asia.

In regard to Vietpam, the Carrer
administration 1s likely to soft-
peddle the issue about information
abgut the Americans “missing” in
the war and seek pormalisacion of
relations without being completely
inhibited by this problem. There
are many indications that the Carger
3dminis‘tralion has aken steps 1o
usher in a detenie with Vigtnam.
Many international agencies in
which the US hzs major influence,
like the World Bank, have already
sent teams to Vieinam to find out
what kind of aid and collaboratign
would be possible with the pew
Socialist  Republic of Vietnam.
Carter spokesmen have also not
made any categorical statements
abour clause 721 of the Paris Agree-
ment by which the US hadagreed
io help Vietnam rehabilitate its
“war damsge” to the tupe
few billion dellars. (This is a
tricky matter pow because the US
Congress will not voie the neces-
sary funds if it was made to appear
that the US was paying disguised
“reparations’’ as the defeated coun-
try held responsible for causing
the war. This offer of aid was really
made tp pefsuade Hanoi to come
to terms with S3aigon, but the
complete and total collapse of
the Saigon regime has put a diffe-
rent complexion on the matter).

Another matcer of startling signi-
ficance is the statement made in
Tapzania by Andrew Young, the
new UN Ambassador of the USA,
that the Whites in Southern Africa
were seeking to engineer a clash
between © the super-powers by
Ceban  troops into
Mozambique and thereby making
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the US to cend troops to area.
Vante had already made it clear
that the US would not insist, as
Ford and Kissinger had done, that
Cuban troops had to be withdrawn
from Angola (and Africa) before
the US normalised relations with
Cuba. Apdrew Young's statement
goes one step further and makes
it clear to the Whites in Seuth
Africa that the US will not pull
their chestnuts out of the fire be-
cavse of the cold war slogan of
the threat of ‘‘communism’. The
Carter Administration has made
it clearthatit was for Majority Rule
in Southern Africa, but that it
only wants to hel p towards bring-
ing this 2about through peaceful
Means.

WITH THIS BACKGROUND, there
is a growing hope in Sri lanka
thag the new Carter 2dministra.
tion, would spell our a new policy
towards the question of Diego
Garcia. The indian Ocean Peace
Zone proposal was first formulated
by Mrs. Bandaranaike 2nd hes now
found acceptance not only in the
nenaligned world but in the UN

igself. One of t.hl? major obstacles’
towards the achievement of the’
peaCe Zome is presence of foreign:

bases, and the US base Diego Garcia
has become symbolic because of
the plan to expand and extend its
facilities #nd offensive potentia-
lities. ]

Diego Garcia, lying in the heart

of the Indian Ocean 2nd half-way
betweeen the US communication
centre at North-West Cape in
Western Australia and the Kang-
new base near Asmara in Ethiopia
is, therefore, of crucial importance
for the success of the American
naval stragegy in the Indian Ocean.
It is located almost midwady bet-
ween Mauritius and India, its dis-
tance from Kanya Kumari (Cape
Comorin) is 1,200 miles. From
Diego Garcia, Seychelles is 1,500
miles; Dar-es-Salam  (Tanzania)
2,350 miles; Aden (South Yemen)
2,500 miles; Bahrein 2,900 miles:
Cape 1750 miles.

It is ingeresting to recall that in
his testimony on oath before the
US House of Representatives Fore-
ign Affairs Subcommittee on Near
East and South Asia, Rear Admiral
Genelar Rocque, former Director
of the Nayy Strategic Plapning,
said on March 14, 1573: “The Nay,
began looking for post Yietnam
missions with which to occupy
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itself—we are kind of running out
of commitments and if we could
make 2 commitiment out of Diego
Garcia a2s permanent place to de-
fend, we could then rationalis®
coming to Congress for a perma-
nent Navy ‘in the ‘Indian Ocean: .
The name of the game is ‘The

Tt

Russians are coming'.

The question toddy is whether
this cold war battle-cry “the Rus-
sians are coming’’ will swerve the

Carter administration from the
foreign policy posturds” it has
adopted. I ;

While the Pentagon, according
to the testimony of officials be-
fore the Subcommittee, has eVery-
thing ready to build in . Diego
Garcia a “‘multipurpose base cipa-
ble of launching air, ground 2nd,
submarines operations’, the us
arid its NATO allies continve
with their assertions about “‘grow-
ing Scvier presence’’ in the Indisn
Ocean

This excuse becomes however

untenable when  one takes - info
consideration the statement,
in . March 1974. of Seymour Weiss,
Director of the US Bureau of
Politico-Military Affairs, before the
same Sybcommirtee that the US
would have gone ahead with the
Diego Garcia base expansien even
f there were no Soviet  piesence
in the hidian Odean ‘‘withoyt any
qualificztion whatsoever.”

Cold war imperatives were the
prime cause of US desire to meke
Diego Garcia a farewell base.

There is no doubt aboutthe
economic importance of Indian
Ocean region to the US and other
Western industrial countries. The
US is totally dependent on the
Indian Otean States for the supply
of 20 out of 40 strategically impor-
tant raw materfals. It meets 85 per
cent of its natural rubber and 80
per cent of tin needs from the
South-east Asian nations. While
the US oil induscry with an invest-
ments of o 1,500 million dol-
lars has extracted a profit of 12,000
millicn dollars during the last
twenty years from the Persian-
Gulf-Indian-Ocean region, American
private capital investment in the

area amounts to about 10,000 mil- .

lion dollars,s which brings hand-

some profits to the American cof-

fers every year:

The US investment in Australia
alone reached the figure of 5,000
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million dollars already in 1971,
Besides, America has substantial
investment in Malaysia’s chemical
petroleum and rubber tyre indus-
tries. In Indonesia, America’s Cal-
tex alone controls 70 per cent of
its oil ifdustry, and there is huge
American capital investment in
indonesia’s mining, forestry, fishe-
ries, sugar and general manufac-
turing industries S

The Indian Ocean reglon, accord-
ing to a West German expert
on Indian Ocean affairs, i5 impor-
tant to the entire West from che
economic point, of view. He stated
thag apart from its enormous uve-
pendence on Persian Gulf  oil,
Europe still needs many raw mate-
rials from the Indian Ocean coun-
tries. Zambia ships annually nearly
50 per cent of Lts half-a-billion dollar
worth of copper through the
Indian Oean ports. Malaysia’s tin,
rubber; Indian and Bangladesh's
jute, and tea from India, Bangla-
desh, Sri Lanka and East Africa,
all go to the United Kingdom.
Japan and many European coun-
tries import iren ore and  man-
ganese from India.

Only four out of five ASEAN
countries, namely, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Philippines and Thailand,
produce 85 per cent of the world's
natural rubber, 98 per cent of abac
fibre, 84 per cent of coconut pro=
ducts; 60 pr cent of tin, and copra
about 60 per cent of hard-wood
timber and spices, and they also -
handle 60 per cent of the inter-
national trade of rice.

An overall estimate shows that
the Indian Ocean region contains
90 per cent of the world'a natural
rubber, tin, jute and Tea, and
abounds in cobalt, copper, manga-
nese ore, silyer, salt,sulphur and
cozl. Besides, the region has about
60 per cent of theworld’soil re-
serves, 98 per centof the world’s
supply of diamands, 60 per cent of
the uranium and 40 per cent of
the gold.

WHILST THE  INDIAN
OCEAN region is important
to the US and the industria-
lised countries of the Woest,
it is even more important to
the littoral countries to safe-
guard and ddvance their sove-
reignty, independence and eco-
nomic integrity. The economic
development of the Indian
Ocean region in the interests
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of the littoral states would be
possible only if it becomes: a

zone ‘of peace and is no longer:

an arena .for the super-powers
and big powers to test.-their
respective  military = strength

big powers and super powers
have to get together and agree
to quit the Indian Ocean and

- dismantle the bases. It is time-

the US and other . countries
realised that the ‘days. of gun-
boat diplomacy are over and

war strategies and practices of
the- Péntagon and the pressures
of arms-manufacturers’ . sales
lobby  (with powerful tentacles
reaching out into every part
‘of the Legislature and Adminis-

! -tration of the WS) and is able

through  mini-confrontations
from ‘time to time. -- -

Countries like Sri Lanka and
the other littoral countries can-
not compel the withdrawal of
warships of the big powers
from the Indian Ocean. Neither
Sri Lanka nor even the Non-
aligned Movement can wish away
the bases in the region. The

If the Carter administration
is able to overcome the cold

the etoriomic potential of the ‘'-tp ‘initiate policies to reverse
Indian  Ocean region ‘can: i,‘;?"-'e-' US military commitments since
better “exploited’’ in peace; in
joint’ “coHaboration 1
economic domination)--with-

out bases like Diege Garcia.

‘ the énd of World War Two,
- there ¥’ no doubt that a new
era will dawn in international
relations. .If the US takes posi-
tive - steps in this diréction

" “ there is no doubt that ‘other
nations, however powerful, will
be compelled to follow.

(and not
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A DIARY OF EYENTS IN SRI LANKA AND THE WORLD
: COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—Ceylon Daily Mirror:
CO--Ceylon Obseryer; 5T—Sunday Times: DM—Dina-
mina:- LD—Lankadipa: VK—Virakesari: -ATH-—Aththa;
§M—Silumina: SLD—Sri Lankadipa; /D—lanadina. -

THURSDAY, JANUARY 27: The government of
India has promised assistance to develop our Ayurveda
system of medicine on a government-to-government
basis; following official talks Deputy Miniscer of Health;
Mr. Rajah Welegama had with his Indian counterpart
in- New Delhi last week: the Indian government has
agreed to release some of their leading experts in tradi-
tional medicine to train young Ayurveda Physicians
hefe and also help conduct research ac Nawinna: under
the exchange programme India will train some of our
physicians in the best known Ayurveda institutions
in- that country. The rate at which the Central Bank
lends monéy to the commercial banks—the bank rare—
was - increased from 61% to B}, yesterday: The
Chairman of the Bank of Ceylon said that the bank
did not intend to pass on the increased lending rates
to it's borrowers. Seven thousand seven hundred and
fifty tons of flour worth 1,245269 Australian dcllars
were handed over to the Minister of Food, Sﬂ}all Indus=
tries and Co-operatives by the Australian High Com-
missioner yesterday in a brief ceremony at the Colombo
Harbour. The country's production of Handloom tex-
tiles estimated to be around 96 million yards will reach
the consumer 3t reasgnable prices through 500 sales
outlats to be set up shortly: a spokesman of the
Marketing Services said that the setting up of these
outlets would not only bring down the prices of hand-
loom textiles byt there would be'a geheral standardi-
sation of prices in all parts of the country. The, Motor
Traffic Department made a profit of Rs. 40 million last
Year as compared to Rs. 30.7 million. in 1975—CDN.
The Paddy Marketing Board will commission four more
paddy mi{l

opened by the PM on Fobriary 5: three others  will

be set up at Galagana, Inginiyagala and Polonnaruwa

respectively. The new direét Air Ceylon Service
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stores this year: the firse at'Hessala will be

Colombo-Delhi was inaugurated on Tuesday. A decision
on the re-opening of the University of Sri Lanka is ex-
pected to be taken at 4 Cabinet meeting today—CDM,

he UNP: with My, Thondaman’s help is going to the
estates and Is engaged in the task of persuading people
in the estates which Have already come under. the
land distribution scheme! not to move from there:
this is a hindrance to the implementation of Land
Reforni degislation, hence cinnot be tolerated said the
Minister of Agriculture and Lands—VK. Sri Lanka has
out-done all countries in South and South East Asia
in Populaticn control: acéording to a Colombe Plan
publication, Sri Lanka has been able to reduce her
population growth raté to the . remarkably low rate
of 1.8 from 2.2 which héd stood at the 1971 census.
The Minister of Education has appcinted a five-member
committee Yeaded by former Chief Justice, Mr. G. P. A.
Silva; to gb into student welfare problems in the Univer-
sity of Sritanka ahd to report to him on  measures to
remedy ther: he also asked the committee to ler him
have the report wichin three months. The Fisheries
Department will set up dfish breeding centre at Pambale
in thg Chilaw District under it’s inland fisheries pro-
gramme néxt' month: the céngre which is estimated
to cost Rs. 634..0'0‘ﬂ_‘is'the tenth in tﬁé_sel‘ies of 19 such
centres to be set 1ip in the different parts of the counery.
Police have rounded up nearly 130 beggars during the
firse 25 days this year in it's operation to rid the city of
beggars. The Sri Lanka Middle East Shipging Conference
has decided to extend the period of validity of the
promotional freight rates offered for the carriage of
a number of non-traditicnal exports from this country:
for Middle East destinations—CO.-

FRIDAY, JANUARY 28: The PM will shortly ‘intro-
duce a bill in the NSA to provide an institutional frame-
work for participation of people in development- plan-
ning at the local and regional level! the bill will
give legal sanction for the establishment of Divisional
Development Councils and Develepritent Co-operative
Societies and other collective forms of organisation.
The government has appointed a five member committee
headed by Mr. G. P. A. Silva to study and report on'
the welfare problems of university students. The Uni:
versity of Sri Lanka is likely to reopen it’s six campuses
in the firse or second week of February: however it
is learnt that no_definite date has yet been fixed: the
education authorities are still taking stock of the food
and transport facilities available before arriving at 2
final date. The CTB has begun conducting inquiries
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.inte @ number of acts of saposae slleged to have been
committed during the recent strike: the Chzirman of
the CTB, said yesterday that a number of employees
.are interdicted for committing acts of s3botage on
CTB vehicles and property during and prior to the
strike—CDN. A large scalg rackes in the operation of
‘non-user’ vehiclgs has been dgtacted by the police
acting in consultation with tha Department of
Traffic: tha department found that many owners of
old vehicles who had garaged their vehicles after obrain-
ing non user permits had pue these vehicles into use
again withcue informing the depargment: after obgair-
ing these permigs the owners are exampt from re¥enue
licenses in respect of the vehicles which are garaged.
Scene-of-crime officers of the Governmen: Analyst’s
Department will operate from special provincial offices
to be set up shortly: these officers will assis: the police
in scientific investigations of all cases of murders, burg-
laries, rape, hold-ups and athar crimes requiring exper:
evidence: this was decided yssterday a:z a conference
of officials of the Governmen: Anpalyst’s Deparement
and the police. Sri Lanka teas are now riding on the
crest of 2 boom with very few vatieties being available
below Rs. 14 a kilo at this week's anctions. Parents of
children seeking admission to many popular govern-
ment schoals are perturbed by the increasingly large
donations demanded by school heads: parents complain
that some principals refuse to admit children unless the
‘donation’ is paid or unless they purchase furpiture
from dealers named by the principal—CDM. A giant
installation which could be a pozential damger to life
and property is now taking shape in the hear: of
Colombo: despite fears expressed from many quarters
and the refusal of permission by the Colombo Municipal
Council, the Ceylon Petroleum Corporatien is planning
1o go ahead with the building of a 20-torn capacity highly
inflammable Low Pressure Gas Sotrage lank 2r Gas
Works Street Pettah. Sri Lapkans employed abroad
will be able to open their foreign exchange accounts
here from next week: this is in keeping with a propesal
made by the Minister of Fin2nce in his lasz budgat speech.
The governmeng has granted Rs. 50,000 to tha Coconut
Fibre Miller’s Association te help revive some of the
mills in the fibre producigi areas of the country. The
Colombo Municipal Council has launched a ‘round the
clock' Scavenging service in the city: the Mayor's opti-
mistic about the new schame snd says that Colombo
will soon be ona of tha tidiest cities in the world—CO.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29: The National Live-
stock Developmens Board will supply the Marketing
Depariment and Markfed with around two million
coconuts a month from February |: yesterday 25,000
nuts were delivered for sale ag the Mahajana Pola:
Tha present wholesale markg: price of unselectad
coconut is in the region of Rs. 950 par thousand nuts
but the livestock development Board has decided to
supply the coconuts at a much lower rate so that the
Markating Commissioner could sell the batter grades
at around 85 cents a put. The recent strike was a polici-
cal coup aimed at overthrowing the government: the
workers were used as political pawns and the govern-
ment had To suppress it bscause it was not aimad at
winning genuine political rights said tha PM yesterday
when speaking ai a public meeting after the opening
of the wall tile factory a¢ Balangoda, set up in co!mra-
tion between the Caramics Corporation and ths
la e firm of Danto Lid, Ift ini

Education had acted prompily on' the Premawardene
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ommigtes report, which found (hat the President
%r_tWFe—rsaEmyr‘LampusJ Frol. . ¥Y. vithanage,
~frse—forfeited the _confidence. of the  student

community in the Peradeniys Campus, the cragic
T 3 Fasiilzed im The loss of The Iiie

T ve begen avoided: this is stared in
¢ of tha justice Wvimalaratne Commiss sions
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and every ration book holder will receive an allocation
of three yards each, two yards of which will be imported
mazerial said the Chairman of Salu Sala, Mr, Pigter
Keyneman attended the Cabines sub-commitiee meeting
on Health services which was held on Wedensday: he
has no: been ateending cabinet meetings since the
Government decided to declarethe entire publicseczor
an essenzial servicezarly this monii: the Central
Committee of the Communist Party meets foday to
consider it's attitude towards the opposition-spon-
sored no-confidence motion in the goverumen: expec-
sed to bz debated in the NSA nexs month. The ban on
public meetings in Colombo imposed early this month
under the emergency has now been withdrawn—CDN.
Eleven Tamil youths detained under Emefgency Regu-
lations, for four years without trial, were released on
Thursday on Government orders: 2according to infor-
med sources, 29 Tamil youths regarded as security
risks by government were detained: almost all other
Tamil Youths detained would be released in the nex:
faw waeks, solircas said. The General Secrerary of the
Ceylon Federazion of Labour, met the Commissioner
of Prisons on YYednesday and assessed for himself the
facilities made availablgto pirsons. detained in connec-
tion with the recent strike: iz is learn: that he was
informed by the commissioner that no lawyers would
be allowed te see the detenus: only blood relations
would be allowed this facilicy. Pro-Government unions
in the reilways have asked the governmen: to probe
last Thursday’s rail disasger at Haputale in which &
persons were seriously injured: the train which left
Colombo for Badulla was badly damaged when a num-
ber of goods wagons and passenger Compariments
broke their couplings and telescoped into each other.
The Swedish government has accepted 2 recommen-
dation by the Swedish International Development
Authority to increase the grant aid to Sri Lanka b

40% in the Swedish fiscal year 1977/78. The LSSP had
accused her of seiling the country to the Japanese: she
had not sold the country to any nation: the trips she
had abroad wera not pleasure trips: they resulted in
bringing additional aid to Sri Lanka: this was said by
the PM, when she spoke at a mecting held aftar she
opened the wall tile factory at Balangoda recently.
Pouliry farmers are badly hit as a resul: of a shortage
of poultry food: a halthundred weight bag which cost
Rs. 28.50 at the end of last December, today costs in
the open, Market about Rs. 40—CDM. All estate schools
which have so far not been zaken over by the state,
will be taken over shortly: they number about 770:
I500 new teachers 2te to be appointed—YK.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 30: The Adoptions ordinance
will be so amended to make it mandatory for courts
to insist on a report from the commissioner of proba-
tion and child care services in all cases of applications
for adoption of Sri Lanka children by foreigners: this
decision was saken ag a top level conference presided

over by the Minister of Public Administration and Home .

Afiairs op Friday. People receiving EPF refunds will

]
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frow have the cpilon of having their eheques sent to
the Bank of Ceylon or the Pegpla’s Bank to open savings
‘aecounts without a cash deposit.  Coconut consumption
10 Sri Lapka has increased by about 250 million puts
annually: but the production in the councry is oot Keep-
ing pace with this need, coconur producers have said
tha the government should take steps o curtail pluck-
ing of Kurumbas and allowing indiscriminste toddy-
tapping. The Ceylon Tourist Board and the Crimme
Detective Burean have desigmed 2n aciion plan which
officials described ‘as measures to safeguard Sei Lanka’s
Touriss image’ in the wake of the alarming race of thefts
in five-szar hotels and guests houses—50. The findings
of the Wimalaratne report, which was discussed by
the Ministers last Thursday have been sent to the At~
torney General for recessary action, The report which
has about a dozen chapters, is rougly divided into con-
sideration of the background to the shooting on Novem-
ber 12 the inefficiency of the present university sec
up and legal problems, the ipaction of the education
Ministry, and it's failure 2o act on the Premawardene
commiztee report, the incident itself and police action,
and some thoughis for the future. The 50 member
strong Communist Party Central Committee
began a crucial meeting yesterday reassessing the role
of the party and it's alliance with the SLFP in the light
of the curren: develcpment in the country: although
The current thinking in section: of the SLFP and LSSP
is that the CP will not break vp it's alliance with the
freedom party, powerful groups in the CP hierarchy
are strongly urging the party to pull cut of the govern-
mepzi: the real test of the CP posizion will come when
the joint opposition moticn of ‘no confidence’ comes
up for debare, probably on Febrnary 17. The leader
of tha UNP yesterday sprang a surprise on the Party’s
members of parliament and electoral organisers when
he calied upon them to choose an election committce
of ten members who will also be members of his
“shadow cabipnet™ if the UNP is elected to power. No
decision has yet been taken by the Ministry of Education
on the recommendation of the Vice-Chapneellor of the
University of Sri Lanka, thas the campuses reopen on
Japuary 31: this continued closure is causing great dis-
may ameng many parents—ST.

MONDAY, JANUARY 3i: The resulis of the GCE
{OL) and the NCGE examinations which 705,000 candi-
dates sat will be released today by the examinations
department, within three weeks of the end of the exa-
mination: the education Minister said yesterday this
was 2 noteworthy achievement, particularly because
the results are being released in record time, despite
the recent strikes. Thultex, the popular sales outlet
and the only such one for the entire island for the
products of the Thulhiriya Textile Mills will not be
opened again: it is reliably understood that special
priviledges and concessions given to the workers is ong
ofthe reasons for the closure: there is a serious shortage
of textiles in the island mainly as a resule of the drop
in production 2t Thulhiriya: Mr. R. Pre madasa, MP, aid
Chief Party Whip for the UNP will deputise for Mr,
L. R, Jayewardene as Chairman of UNP election com-
migcee when the latter goes abroad shortly. The PM
has called upon the people to refrain from cutting down
£oconu: trees, young cocontits and tender leaves to
help the country te get ever the presenc shortfall in
coconuts—CDM. The government has given the green
light to-the Miniscry-of Transport for the electrification
of the Colombo suburban railway network: this is
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bound te bring abous a re-distribution of the commyger
traffic flows and this would reduce the pressure on road
passenger traffic. Theousands of Spi Lankan shareholders
of rupee company estates taken over by the goOvernment
fiave net beenl paid the compensation promised to them:
most 8f them are white collarworkers, widows and pen-
sioners who have put their life’s savings into companias
and al'e now living a hand-to-mouth exiscence, a3 they
do not get any incofvie from their saviggs. The P speak-
ing at the opening of the 70 million Lanka Wall Tile
Factery at Balangoda last Friday, outlined the Indusgrial
Policy which the governmer: would follow in future.
The Vidyalankara Branch of the Sri Lanka University
Clericaland Techricel Officers Union has requesced the
Mipister of Education to reopen immediately the uni-
versity campuses closed after the Peradeniya Campus
incidents—CDM. One of the leading members of the
TULF Mr. Amirthalingam has said that the TULF has no
secfet agreement to postpone the elections and that

1t was engaged In the task of preparing for the forth-

coming elections—VK.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1: Should the University
have double sessions or conduct vacation classes to cater
to 3 bigger intake of students in 19797 The Education
Ministry wants it so, but the University has said thag it
is not feasible: this is the problem now before the
Education, Ministry. If the University actpets the pro-
posal the Miniszry is willing to provide additional szaff,
equipment and other requisices: tha University course
for the additional students admisted could be supple-
mented with radio lessons, correspondence courses
and seminars under the ‘open University system’. The
PM yesterday presided overa conference at “Temple
Trees’ which discussed the Justice Wimalaratne Report
in regird to the recent Peradeniya Campus incidents.
The government will persist in it’s efforts to push food
production both through increased yields of land already
under cultivation by double cropping and by opening
up large extended of uncultivated lands particularly in
Areas coming under the Mahaweli diversion project.
The censorship imposed since January 10 to news relating
to strikes and the essential services ceased from yester-
day. Banks have been instrucied not to purchase perso-
nal foreign cheques without prior Central Bank autho-
rity: they are however allowed to purchase bank drafts
and cheques of foreign firms and establishments: this.
is one of the steps taken by the Central Bank to check
the spate of ruses adopted by local exporters to racke-
teer in foreign currencies. The NSA meets today az 2 P.m
The Colombo Fraud Bureau has warned the public
against bogus firms and individuals who offer foreign
employment through newspaper advertisements—CDN.
Medical Officers continue to occupy the class | paying
ward -of the Colombo General Hospitaland pacients
Who seek admission there are being kept away, They
moved in there during their Work-to-rule and it was
expected that patients would once again be afforded
the opportunity of being warded in the paying section.
Parents of school children are perturbed at ths cost
of school books that has skyrocketed: many school
children go to school without the essential books and
other magerial  because their parents are unable To
afford them: for most of them the Free Education
System has become unfree. A socigty for the abolition
of the MP’s Chit system has been formed. Dr. N. M
Perera, the LSSP leader and MP for Yatiyantota Tops
the list of members of the legislature eligible for a pen-
sion with 34 years service—CDM, BT
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POINT OF VIEW

- On Dr. Abraham Kovoor

A Sri-Lankan temporarily resident in Bombay sent us a cutting .

from the Bambay weekly The Current of January 8, 1977. The article

was entitled RAJNEESH BLASTS KOVOOR,

and with acknow-

ledgemients to The Current we publish the same in two instalmants.
Dr. Kovoor is now a legend in Sri Lanka challenging god-men. astro-

logers, black ma

icians, ocultists and others of the same breed.

His

challenges are often backed by a lakh of rupees as penalty. Recently,
on his return from India some local papers had a eugologistic reports
about the manner he had laid Sai Baba znd other godmen low. This
article in The Current presents a point of view which rezders of Tiibune

will find interesting.

Dr Abraham T. Kovoor, 80-
year-old rationalist and atheist
from Sri Lanka, who has kicked
up a great deal of controversy
by challenging Satya Sai Baba,
was interviewed by Current in
the December [8 issue. His rep-
lies have provoked Rajneezh into
sending us a rejoinder, making

Dr. Kovoor appear genile and
fuvenile.
Dr. Kovoor seems to be a

nice old man, but a little senile,
Senile, 1 call him, because a
person cannot be both together
—a rationalist and an atheist.
Either you can be a rationalist
ot you €an be an a theist. A
rationalist cannot have any be-
lief—in God or in no God. He
can only be an agnostic who
says: "'l do not know.”’

The moment you say | know'',
you are no-longer a rationalist.
The moment you say ‘| know thar
God‘does not exist,’ you are as
irrational as the person who says
Ggd exists.

How can you say God is not!
The whole existence has not yet
been measured. There are depths
upon_ depths, there is much still
that is pnknown.

A rationalise will avoid all temp-
ration of dogmatism. He will say,
“l" do mot know’’. Socrate: was a
rationalist; - so were Buddha and
Nagarjuna but they were not athe-
ists. Atheism means you are against
cheism: you have chosen a belief
To _'bglie\fe in God is a be”efl to
believe in no God is 2 belief again.
You temain a believer.
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—Editor

To be a rationalist is very diffi-

cult arducus, because man wants
to cling to some belief.

Now this Kovoor is eighty
years old. For eighty years
continuously he has been tra-
velling around arguing, telling
people that God does
not  exist. Why  waste
your precious life for some-
thing which does not exist?
It is zbsurd, it is irrational,
but if you look deep into it
he is clinging to fhis non-
belief. This disbelief has be-
come his practice, his religion
Now he cannot simply rest;
he has to argue—against God,
against religion and try to
prove that God does not
exist. For what?

lg is simply stupid to waste
your life in the service of some-
thing which does not exist, You
don't have a soul, snd there is no
life hereafter, he says. And he
has devoted his whole life to non-
sense. How can be he a rationalist?

A rationalise will say that life
is mysterious. He has to live with-
out a2 conclusion, withott a philo-
sophy or religion.

Kovoor has made a religion out
of his atheism. He is not a ratio-
nalist. That's why | say he must
be suffering from senile dementis.

He is senile yet juvenile
too, because atheism is a phase
of adolescence. Every intell®-
gent person becomes atheistic
at a certain age. Near about
the fourteenth year, every-
body becomes atheistic. That is
a natural part of growth be-
cause the child needs to say
no. It is a psychological need.
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Belief And Disbellef

Up to the age of fourteen
the child has been protected
by his parents; now he wants
to be himself. And he wants
to -say no because. only . by
sayig no can he feel free,
can he have a sense of free-
dom; He starts saying no._to
everything. ; :
And when you say no te youf
father; you say no to the ultimate
father, naturally. lt isa corollary.
The child has to deny everything
to get free. He has to kick every-
thing that his parents believed,
that the society believed: This is
natural, and good. :

If you have never been an athe-
ist, you will never really become
a theist because one who has not
said no, how can he say yes! His
yes will be impotent. Your yes is
meaningful only when you have
said no. =

But it is 2 phase and, naturally;
people grow out of it. Atheism is a
phase. After atheism comes thelsm:
Theism is also a phase. First you
say no to feel yourself, then you
berome a hard 8go. Then it hurts:
Then you have torsay yes to relax:
You become a theist.

But, to me, religion starts enly
when you have dropped both—
no and yes, both, Then you.come
to silence, you don't say anything:
A truly religious person .is not
a theist: He has simply become
silent. The.no is gone: sa has the
yes: ;

| myself was an atheist —and

I was stubbornly an atheist.

I was thrown out of one col-

lege just because of that, ex-

pelled because the profes-
sor said it was impossible
to teach me. Because my no
was so much that for small
things | would not say yes.

If the teacher would ask me,

“Can’'t you see these walls?”

I would say, "l can see them

but | don’t know whether

they are or they are not be-
cause in dreams | see walls’
and they are not.” And he
would ask, “Can’t you see I am
standing here?’ | wotuld say

'l see you but | camrnot trust

whether you are there or

not because one day 1 saw
you in my dream and in the
morning | found you were

not‘l, o -- . . .
. He was puzzled and | confused
him so much that after eight months

12



Kovoor And Non-Kovoor

of his effort, he simply resigned
from the college. He said, *‘| can-
not come. Thic boy is going te drive
me crazy. Either he has to be ex-
pelled or | have to be relieved of
my dugies.”” 1 was expelled from’
the college. | had not done any-
thing wrong, but | erjoyed sdying
no. | loved it. w I
Soon ! grew out of it because
my purpose was falfilled. Then

became a theist, - but.one day.
| found that even the purpose of
yes saying was fulfilled. | am now
neither; | am neither an atheist
nor a theist. | am tremendously
silent. e

That's why | zay Dr. Kovoor must
be zuffering from zenility and “=till
he iz a juyenile. He haz become stuck
at the age of fourteen. His physic dF
age is eighty, but his psychological
age cannot be more than fourteen:

Many people never grow beyond
the fourteenth year. They remain
adolescent, juvenile. Somehow it
happens thatr the time * you
become sexually matufe, whatso-
ever is in your mind becomes fixed,
becomes imprinted deeply. Four-'
teen is the age when you become
sexually mature.  YYhatever ‘yonr
ideology, you get stuck with it;
you dop't change. If you are a*
Hindu, you become a Hindu and you
remain a Hindu. It is good to 'be:
born as a Hindu, but to die as a.
Hindu is ugly. It is good te be born:
as a Christian, but to die as.a Chris+
tian!? That means ycur "whole “life.
has been wasted. Ee

One should grow out of all thesé
constrictions—theistic and atheistics
Kovgor is not a rationalist: other-
wise he would have outgrown
these- God means the whole exis-
rence. How can you deny and hew:
can you affiirm? i

Dr. Kovoor must be having:

a very childish concept of Gad

—a great king

the world sitting somewhere

in heaven on a big golden
throne and ruling from there.

When the idea itself is stupid;
. your, fight is meaningless. He:

has been fighting with dum-

mies, and is thought to be:a

great rationplist. He is not at:

all a rationalist. 2

He has been fighting with \?ery::.

ordinary minds like Satya SaiBaba;
who is neither a ‘mystic nor a phi--
losopher, just an ordinary magi-
cian. You can demolisn him. And
Kovoor goes on challenging him and

I3

emperor. of.

he never answers. It is very simple
to fight Satya Sai Baba. Kovoor
has never fought a feal rationalist,
. A rationalist. mind is..sharp like
a-sword., |t says: | cannot believe
ars, disbelieve . anything :unléss:
have ' experienced .it;: Has ‘Kovoor
experienced God?  Has “he ever
meditated? Has he ever . gone into
the inner labl-Has he.ever known.a
single moment of nothought?!. Then
all his assertions are just meaning-
less. : : A

. Has he tried to know God! He
is fighting with ordinary  people,
whose belief is: just mumbe jumbo,
An - ordinary man has no founda-
tion; it is. very easy to. demolish
his .arguments: In fact -he has no
arguments. : :

If Kovoor is really a rationalist;
then he has to go into experimen-
tation. He has to'do yoga. medi-
tation, go deep .ifito ecstasy.and
from there he should assert whe-
ther Gbd  exists: of not: ..

. Whosoever.. has ‘gone inwards
has become a mystic. Whenever 2
person has meditated he has felt,
the very heart, the Very core of
existence. : R

God is not a perzon. God is just
a symbol to show @ certain guality
in existence. For example, if there
iz no God, it simply means life
iz meaningless thdt thiz coimos
Is not @ coimos, it iz a chaos., Td
‘say God 5" js just dnother way
of zaying that life i; meéaningful;
it has poetry, music, = coherérice
and ‘harmony. To ray that God is,
isto say that existerice’ cares about
you, it is rezponsible toward: you.
The word “God” is not meta-
physical. The word "“God” is just
poetic. And.there is no need to
argue against poetry. Poetry can
only -be: understood. You cannot
prove or disprove it.

1f you are really a rationalist,
you will have to commit syicide.
A real rationalist cannct:live. Why?
For what? | would liketo Kovoor ask
Dr. Kovoor why is he living at  all.
There is no God, there is no soul.
there is no meaning, there is no
love, there is no poetry, why dogs

he go on dragging himself? For

what? ‘Why is* he ‘biirderiing the
eapthl i R e

~ (To'be Continued)
K Sai
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UNIVERSITY EDUCATION—I

Undergraduate
Studies

P. Chaﬁdi‘laSe eram - : .
Department . of Humanities Education,

Faculty of Education University
of Sri Lanka

THE FAILURE of the system of
undergraduate education to change
with the times has brought in its
wake disregard for educational
values, positive outlook and inde-
pendeny thinking in many coun®
tries of the world today. It is crie
to a large extent, that this situa-
tion exists.

Many tend to blame this situa-
tion on the social, ecdpomic apnd
political situation and tend tooffei
solutions which are political in
nature and even go to the extent
of opposing the most progressive
moves of them all, academic auto-
nomy on political grounds. Oné
of the oft repeated cliches is to
make education job-orignted and
socially relevant which is never
precisely - defined, but confusingly
and dogmatically imerpreted ac-
cording to ones’ own thinking an
prejudices. ¥t

A measure of good educational
achievement at the undergraduate
stage of education should be in
terms of definite learning sutcomes,
which could be assessed by the
clear difference in the competence
atquired and outlook developed
after the student has complered his
undergraduate education. If  the
student has merely Tead books
without achieving anything signi-
ficant, such 3s qualities of clear
independent thinking, ability to
analyse and synthesise information
received and ability to take matijre
decisions, then his undergradyaie
education has not given him any-
thing more than what he has learn;
already a2t the secondary stage of
school education except mere Tac:
tual information. The aims of 2
positive undergraduate ' education
should be to provide that kind
of training which will equip a sty-
dent to take up any profession or:
vocatlon Where he has to do inde-
pendent thinking 2nd face . new
situations. 3 3

_This brings us to the frequently
suggested proposal of making the
non - professional undergraduate
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sdication job-oriented by intre-
ditcing job-intensive courses aleng
with oihers. But .he question 15
whether this would solve the prob-
Jlem of making education more
uteful; in fact it will turn educa-
zion inte training, by teaching, spe-
sific skills to suit & pargicular job.
it is'mot suggested that job orien-
zation of 2 non-professional course
is not welcome, burz casual intro-
diiction of a few professional courses
in a good non-professional under-
gradiate education will not be
useful. The student who pufsues a
pon-professional ediication will com-
compare unfavourably with those
who follow the professional coufses
in the work force market because
of the fact, that professional edu-
cation would provide intensive
training, A good undefgradudte
education Should aim at forming
with developing his critical and
apalytical faculties well developed
and sufficiently pliable to be pre-
pared to undergo any kind of pre-
job training,

The particular needs of institu-
tions and the divergept aspiration
of the undergraduate of these ins-
titutions could best be served
when structural provisions exist to
respond to these various expres-
sions.

This could be achieved better
in the content of academic auto-
nomy.

The system of campuses or affi-
liated colleges cannot ensure this
autonomy. These systems would
curb all the initiative and drive
on the part of the campuses or the
affiliated colleges in regard to their
forming independent philosophies,
innovations in curriculum and
methods of teaching and training.

Autonomy means the freedom
conferred on universities to plan
their own courses and their
combination and prepare for
their own examinations. To deny
this to the institutions of higher
learning is a betrayal of the
sacred duty conferred upon
these institutions,

IN AUTONOMOUS UNIVERSITIES
there is more hope of a truly mean-
ingful curriculum reform in the
form of dypamic syllabus. A sylla-
bus or a curriculum is one that the
teacher, who gives the course,
formulates with the help of his
colleagues in the department and
one or more outside experts and
students who have shown interest
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in_ their academic pursuits. This
Syllabus  should be sullect ¢
seruiiny  which should be based

en the idea of keaping it up-1o-
date in its content, techoelogy and
techpiques. In 2 sense the feed-
back from the students perhaps
in the forms of answels to the
examipations also safva as a relia-
ble gujde.

Dynamism in the syllabus with
regard to conteénts, Methodology
and techpiques is important. The
contents of the course will have
to be chesen by the teacher through
his own knowledge and exgerience
together with 2 good ‘text-book’.
The text book should be supple-
mented by other suitable reading
materials in the form of books
and journal articles. Teaching
material for the guidance of stu-
dents to read the ‘text-book’ and
other reading material cited may
be prepared by the teacher. This
would proveto be of considerabls
help to students, especially if they
have language difficulties and low
discriminative power in choosing
reading matter from the refer-
ences given.

An imaginative teacher could in-
troduce some integrative approa-
ches to the subject. This can be
done by asking for alternative
approaches to the problems already
learned. The students <an also be
given reference work. This ap-
proach has an advantage from the
point of view of professional ad-
vancement of the teacher as he will
have to be on a continuous search
for material in new bogks and in
journals, both pedagogical as well
as research, and study them him-
self critically before 2ssigning them
to the students. This may also
lead the teacher to embark on
investigations himself; this will be
much more possible if the teacher
is given an oppoftunity to teach
at the highest level at the univer-
sity and to carry on his personal
research.

THE MOST COMMOMLY USED
conventional method of instrue-
tion is by the lecture method which
has its advantages, but many con-
sider it as the only method of uni-
versity instruction. | cne of the
more important objectives of uni-
versity education is to activate
the thinking process, the lecture
method cannot alone achieve it.
Student participaticn in the teach-
ing process is cne of the alter-
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Undersraduate Studies

native Lo maks university teedling
more producsive, student seminars
should not be arranged omly s 2
co-curriculal - activity. Seminars
should not be <considared 2= 17:

fevear for universily ex: minsio

and unnecessarily time consumiog.
Self-seady it “~-ther method of
umiversity teachimg; it may :be
described 3s Self paced seli study
or learning. In this method ihe
course may be divided into a num-
ber of units, study material may
be given to the students in ad-
vance by the teacher. This method
may be adopted to suit conditions
cf shortage of space and personne.
The actual study could be done
in the class room or outside with
the teacher present and assisted
by @ number of tuters. The stu-
dent gain a lot from the process
of self learning; studenis will have
to do intensive thinking in this
met hod.

Improvements in curriculam and
methods have to be suppofted
by better evaluation. Ex@aminaticrs
should emphasise not mefely fac-
tual learning but also higher skills
as capacity to interpret to think
and to apply principles to new
situations.

An undergraduate educational
system would be complete only if
curricilar orientation methods of
teaching and the system of exa-
minations receive appropriate and
balanced emphasis. These should
be based on the aims of getting
feadback from the studenis and
grading them for graduaiion.

L w»
SAFARI

The Yortex Of Life

By Alkardl Mugana
April 12,

Five years ago to a week, we
heard that two policemens had been
shot at from a moving lorry in
Wellawaya, and that a curfew hdd
been clamped down in five dis-
tricis. In the rest of Ceylon that
night attempts were made to
drive the police from a number
of police staticn and others were
evacuated, and life was not quite
*he same again in Ceylon for years,
and for some, who were at the
wrong receiving end it waS never
the same again. The Emergency
that was imposed then has
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: Flashbacks-

not yet been lifted, and it seems
asifno longer can Prime Ministers
go around as if they were privats
citizens, as Prime Ministers have
done in the past, visiting friends,
or turning up at  funerals un-
announced and unescorted. | had
thought to write about something
quite different, when | decided
that | could not let the Fifth Anni-
versary of a watershed in Ceylon's
political and social and economic
history go by unremembered. I
was waken up at 4. a.m. this mcrn-
ing to be told that someone was
grite ill and that a hiring car had
to be summoned. At the suggestion
that the car be mnot summoned,
the patient become quite frantic.
So Rs. 50/- was spent on a car to
take him to the nearest major
hospital by 3 p.m. He was back in
his house unexpedtedly early appa-
rently to be taken miles away again
to be trezted ‘or hydrophotia by
his being bitten by a dog six months
ago, a dog which is still very much
alive. His wage is not Rs. &/- a day,
and he returned by train and bus,
belying the necessity for that car
in the morning.

Aprit 13,

A journey by bus was more in
my Style than a telephone call to
find out the time of a function on
Thursday. although the buses were
very few because of the Sinhalese
and Tamil New Year. Close by
my destination was a large build-
ing that housed several friends
of mine, @ house | knew. Calling
in, | met them one by one. and
the conversation rangedfrom dairy-
ing to management to family foib-
les and fo the need for change,
which is a way of saying that each
thing has its period of effectiveness.
after which it begins to wane.
This is 2 moet economic point.
but about which there really need
be no discussion, as it is an apparent
philosophical ¢ruth. This is why
with God there is no past and
future, for with him past and futura
as we kpow it is eternally pre-
sent. 5o he never grows old. Then
| called in as another house opposite.
The man | hoped to meet had just
come In twp minutes earliar. All
thase Were chance meetings which
had nothing really to do with my
bus ride. but which ! would have
jmissed znd been much the. poorer
for missing had | used the telephone
Instgad.

L
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April 14,

Hours spent reading the Pole.
Isaac Dentsher's, Stalin, the time
half an hour pas¢ midnight, and
then the sudden realizzticn that |
had still to write this. Before that,
time spent going through old let-
ters before putting them away
bound with string in a bundle
into a drawer, and, of course, tear-
ing up and throwing a few letters
away. And before that again, calli
on a few friends, or rather, o
friends’ houses. the friends away,
whom | had not seen for years,
and leaving my address for them.
While this was going on, reflection,
poundering on the most important
facts about life, on where the em-
hasis should lay, on our ideal.

litgle religion crept in, and |
could not help thinking thet the
finest. way to evangelize would
be to give an example to the world
everywhere, on how groups of
Catholics, or Christians if you like,
should live, an example of living
in harmony. Somewhere during
my reflections came the thought
that.we ought not to aim too high,
that our finest aim would be to
follow our vocation in however
humble or inconspicuous a capacity
and inspite of whatever way the
world looked at it. All this is so
vague, and finally we came to 2
perfon not just a man, but the
god-man.

April |5,

Woke before dawn, as is my
wont, and felt despondent, in the
blues, as if the future was a gray
waste, and, of course,it had allto
do with the ectate. | had to be ag
Kotahena 2t eight o’clock, and
then my deparcure from Colomba
was, 25 usual, delayed. This neces-
sitated a small change of plans,
but it probably saved me some
travelling. As we anticipated, there
was hardly anybody in residence
to carry out the usual chores.

One person seems %o have worked

himself up infe quite a state that
he is a hydrephobia case. and |
hear that they have just abont
pawned everything that the family
has, to support this hypothesis.
The history, which | do not think
iz the medical werd, they have
developed to suppori their disg-
nosis, the history to accord with
all the normal symptoms of such
an illness the symproms, which te

an - amateur, the non-professienal-

medical, or | should rather say
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the non-medical, man point con?
clusively to hydrophobia and yet.
which the expert says it is not,
even the facts which they have
reduced do not square with hydro-
phebia, if_my memory of all this
is clear. The germ or virus just
does not exist for more than a
few seconds outside the dog which
has the rabies, so tha: the saliva
from a mad dog Soon becomes
harmless. We have a problem on
our hands. and | wender what the
tomorrow will bring. :

April 16,

Good Friday was to me liks
that Good Friday five years ago
when Wwe could not attend the
Good Friday service because of
an all-day, Curfew. lt happened
this way. | set out on 2 journey
to Colombo, and for one reasgon
and another decided it would be
more expedient to turn back. So
| had to face in another direction
to accomplish half the purpose
of the longer journey. Again the
bus was long a-coming, and juse
as | was about to board it, coin
ready in hand, there was a man
from the estate standing thera
telling me something, and although
he used a word with which | was
not familiar, he was telling me
that so-and-so was dead. The medi-
cal diagnosis had been tha; the
mam, while he was alive had beep
suffering from a functional disorder.
which | gather meant that any
physical disabilities, the patient had,
stemmed from the mind and not
from physical maladies. In  view
of what did happen in the end,
I must admit that 1 had ne idea
that this sort of thing conld be se
serigus, but | think | cught tohave
known better. So his death really
was a surprise, totally unexpected
as far as | was concerned. The time
was only eight to or nine in the
evening, and | was so drowsy, it
was really a painful and perve-
wracking business keeping awake.
Some of us have come up against
inquests and post-mortems for the
firsg time, the inconvenience of
not being able to go ahead with
funeral arrangements because of
a delay in holding the inquest of,
not being able to have the buriat
becapsa of the post-mortem. Add o
this the following dayis a Sunday
when nothing, it would appear,
is likely to happen ag all, and the
sifyagien  becomes praity grim,
When the following day is Sunday,
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the people ask themselves, is any-
thing likely to happen a¢ all on a
Sunday! Then what of the body
in this hot climate!

NS

BUILDING A VILLAGE HOUSE—104

The Loves And Many
Lives Of Simon Baas (ii)

By Herbert Keuneman

‘As a littla child’ (said Simon
Bgas) 'l lived in Dias Place. In
Colombo. In the Pettah. That was
before they builc the mispol.’

it iz difficult to know what this
strange feature might be. 3

| had better explain that from

time to time, ds Simon  Baas’

reporter, | shall have to quote out-
londish-sounding words like this,

They are Simon Baas’ words, gene-

rally Englizh by derivation but almost

unrecognizably  tronsmogrified by

the time he has done with them .

for example, gampom mal are

‘gramophone’ flowers: datura,  st-

ramonium, the Devil's Trumpet,

named by him fram their resem-
blanceto a primitive tin granephone
horn!- This is also a5 good a time g5
any to cuthenticate the style in

which thiz story must be told.
The sudden purple, the extrava-
gant poetical phrase or figure

that will occasionally appear are,

not mine: they are not only Simon
Baas’ but Sinhalese. They may
read hyperbolical in an Englished
narrative, but they are native to,
_the Sinhalese style and in it their
uze iz natural and sincere. Must
we take over with the use of
the language the Anglican conven-
tion—it is no more than a conven-
tion—that only underitatement or
a tied tongue can express since-
rity? Is ‘Uh! gm—glug’ = more
‘zincere’ than a sonnet? | remember
not with embarrazzment but with
affectionate pride an old servant
met after a lapse of many years,
who zaid: ‘Today a lotusz has opened
in my heart!
" Etymologically,
“mispel s

mispol 7 easy-
‘municipai(ity) . - But

which mispol entity? In Simon Bags’

uze it could stand for Price Park:
Or the Old Town Hall. Or Edinburguh:
Market behind - it. Even the flact
had its foundation ‘stone laid ih
1870, and that would make Simont
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. Bags even older. than. .be Iigvé
..him to be. However, [ hav warned the
reader, already, of;ych_.di;'creponcfes'

‘At that time’ (zays Simon Baas)
Dias Place was a dwelling area,
not a selling-area: My.gréat-grand-
father had had a lot of'land thete;
but by the time | was born'allthere
was left to my father ‘was a small
plot 'on which our cadjan hit stood.

‘My father's name was Diyonis—
Ranasinha Hettiarachchi-ge Diyonis
Appuhamy. He used to take fruit
out in a boat to passengers .on
ship in the Harbour, where they
loved nothing better. But they
did not love it so well that he made
much profit. My mother did much
better. . i

‘My mother was & hasket-waman
Her name was Liza Hamy. The
harbour men like my father were
a hard-bitten ' lot—hard-working
(not', soys Simon :Baas with a twinkle
in hit eye,.'like now-a-days) hard-
living and ~hard-drinking—but no-
where near so hard-bitten as the

basket-women like ‘my mother.
vatti-amma-la  hari© amdan-
karayo: remembers Simon B3aas; -

with awe, recalling - the . German
raider Emden of World: War | whoze
reputation ' had struck | more terror
into Ceylon's commonfolk than. any
other aspect of that time-diminizhed
struggle. But clear it iz his awe to-
ward that formidaoble parent still
far outweighs any remoter awel
for. in Sinhaleze jdiom an amdan-
karayo or Emden-type, is a sort
of superdreadnought, = even if its
eponym’ wai no more than o light
3 T e e e ;
- We ‘wefe not, a large family.
There was a sister—the eldest—
who died not long after | was born;
and my - elder brothef. : Brumpy.
Appuchamy; and: |, that. was all.
So .my mother bore—no, no! not
bore (my mother 'bare” nothing)
she aisuméd with pride—more than
a full share in providing for the
home. She would ‘not return with
her basket until she -had sold more
than enough to bring: home peti
malu” (Mote: peti malu ‘slice™
fish, that iz fish-large .enough to be
sold by the slice, and hence choice
and: costly.) ‘peti malu for us family
and a half:bottle of arrack for hers

self.- She -must ‘often have accom:

plished- this-with' no greav  diffi-
calty, hewevery:for she' generalty
spent a considerable pare of the: day
squatiing with 6ther atti-ammasia
near the tavern, where many a
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“Pin-Pokat”

man became a reckless patron and
not only bought betel and cucum-
bars but treated the women to 2
glass, besides, as insurance against
their caustic tongues. At the sight
of the glass the tongues would be
mollified and they would call their
benefactor 'Son (puta)’. My
mother made the most sales and
earned the most free drinks of all.
Oh! she was a very mnayakaya,
a leader, indeed! My father was a
gentleman. He could put his drink
away with any fisherman in the
area, and often did and sometimes,
but seldom, got fighting drunk;
but he never touched my mother's
half-bottle: he feared my mother
even more than we children did!

‘When | say that my mother
was a nayakaya | do not speak
only figuratively: We all—men,
women and children—belonged to
bands, as it were guilds or confra-
ternities for one purpose or ano-
ther; and each had its nayakaya,
unofficial but acknowledged. Lly
mother Was a vatyi-amma nayi-
kava. And my brother Brumpy
was a pin-pokat nayakaya. All we
boys were pin-pokat.’

Simon Baas' vernacularization of
the word pickpocket may not be with-
out some wry significonce! pin is.
‘merit' or charity And in the pro-
ferzion of 'pin-pokat matters were,
dfter all, merely o nicely arranged
gz to ensure that charity began at
home! :

*‘The pin-pokat business was no
haphazard affair. On theé contrary.
Althoyugh small boys conducted it
it was a highly organized under-
taking. There were cadres fo look
after: cach part of the operation:
some to observe who r:arried
moeney where=—all that this re-
quired was to hang about a kade
of, batter still, a tavern and watch
the customers as chey spent, tucked
their- cash away in some would-
be secret recess amongst their
clothes, and depafted, and then
quickly inform the more skilled
operatives (so that the smallest
boys of all ‘were entrusted with
this job) and others to Perform
the pickpocketing per <fe; and
others yet to get the loot away.
Ai T or B years | was of course a
small* boy, but | was no more than
tha old when | began to be allowed
to operate with the active pin-
pokat. © had (zays Simon Baags with '
modest pride) a certain talent for
the profession.

16



I

Edi*'fj'_ Training =~

_Picking a2 pocket isp't really
difficule, "with a little practice;
and we had a way to make it easier.
A lot easier, toc, when the money
mightn't be in a pocket at all but
in the fold of a sarong or some
evenl More unco-operaiive place!
We pin-pokat proper had accord-
ingly to. provide ourselves with
ong indispensible piece of 2quip-
ment: a flake of glass chipped from
the bottom of a bottle 2nd ground
smoothe save 2t one edge. lt was
held with the sharp edge just pro-
truding between the knuckles of a
clenched fist, to be used as | shall
describe, With a little knack you
could so hold it that you could
even spread your hands in injured
inngcence and it wouldn't show.

“‘lt had to be a piece of black
bottle: a white one wouldn't do.
We used to believe there was
something about the glass from
which black bottles were made
that rendered them especially fit
for our purpese. Maybe that is so.
But so strong was the tabgo against
white bottles that it seems to me
now there 'was a paractical moti-
vation. underlying it: the black
glass was less conspicuous between
two dark fingers. | am told they
use razor. blades now. But that
is surely risky, you could as well
slice up your own palm as the
cloth you intended to slit.

‘Armed with this obsidian knife

and accompanied by an accom-
plice or two, the pin-pokat would

begin to follow the victim devoted.

to them by the scouts. To the
casual observer they would appear
no more than a party of idle ur-
chins; but they would dog their
quarry for a day, if necessary, until
the opportunity came for the pin-
pokat to make  his spatch. You
simply slit the man's pocket when
you' had the chance, and waited
for the money to fall gut—there
wasn't much finesse about this
method—or you were cleverer and
took the risk and eased the loot
out. In that case the crux might
be not so much in getting the money
as in safely getting rid of it: in pass-
ing it to one of the runners be-
hind, who would then quietly fade
from, the immediate scene! So
quickly and inconspicuously must

chis vitsl exchange be accomplished .

thac even if the victim felt a tig
and .looked raund, or otherwise
discovered, his loss, he”  would

naturally blame it on the little

demon vanishing in the distance

T

and not on the cherub still at this
side. And if the demon was chased
and caught, naturally he hadn’t
the money: that was still with one
of the innocents on the outskirts
of the crowd. | had a face like an
angel’ (zays Simon Baa:, not batting
a modest eyelid, and chuckling a
complacent chuckle) ‘but in my
heart was a devil!

‘With a ligtle more equipment
there was another use of our sli-
vers of glass. You needed a hollow
bamboo tube with one end sharp-
ened, and a sort of scrip you could
fasten to your Waist-string under
your sarong, You wore the tube
stuck in your waist, like a knife,
with its end in the scrip In those
days we all wore baniap-like hang-
out jackets if we could afford do
so, and mother wes particular
to see her sons Were respectably
clad. The material to sew them
of, if you could, was ‘Batticaloa
cloth, coarse stuff that weuld al-
most hold water like proofed
canvas; but the fashion in banians
We boys preferred was simply the
largest possible garment The lar-
ger and looser it was the better:
it hid a bamboo and bag!

‘In those days also there were,
thank  goodness, no lorries for
transport  (but remember 2
steam traction engine and trailer
SO as sOON as @ scout reported
that a bullock wagon of rice, say,
or sugar or something of the sort,
something that would flow, had
lefe a wharf for the Pettah railway
statlon—that was near the mispol:
it is a market now—one of us would
attach himself to ic, walking appa-
rently idly behind it with elbows
resting on the tailboard, his bil-
lowing banians hiding the fact
that the bamboo tube bengath it
it led from a small hole cut in the
bottom of the hindmost sack to
the script 2t his waist, with a steady
flow of profic- trickling from the
one into the other! Soon the boy
was waddling like a maternity case!
When this point was reached he
just withdrew the bamboo, gave
the insignificant hole in the sack
a few jabs with the blunt end,
to reseal it (for we were not waste-
ful; neither did we wish to draw
attention to our ingenious method)
pulled down his all-concealing jack-
et, and simply squatted by the
side of the road until an authorized
collector — usually 2 grown-up—
came along and relieved him of his
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load. A succession of small boys
with small bamboeos inserted in
small holes in big sacks could
contribute a tidy total.

‘All this | learned and practised
before | was 8 years old.'

. T4

YUGOSLAV VIEW

Euro-Communism:

@ avhatsissit ==
Belgrade, Jan. 17, )
Socialism has become a world-
wide process, and the varisus
roads in building it best reflect
all the breadth and Scope of this
struggle and historical realities in
which the socialist forces in pre-
sent-day world live and act. By
their practical activity in the stryg-
gle for socialist transformations,
these forces, who have grown in
number, prove that socialism to-
day is by no means a linear func-
tion or extended arm of the exis-
tence of socialist countries but a
function of the struggle of the
working class in capitalist countries
and the struggle of developing’
countries for pelitical and economic
emancipation. . : i
This was stated at the begin-
ning of a Tanjug commentary wind-.
ing up an opinion poll receptly
conducted by the Yugoslay News
Agency through its correspondents
in about a doZen European capitals
on the subject Eurocommunizm—
What 5 It? :

The poll was aimed at sheding
more light on the Qquestion -of
strategy and tactics in the build-
ing of socialism in individual coun-
tries and the positions of indivi-
dual Communist and Workers par-
ties on the forms of struggle for.
socialism. The term Eurocommunism
originated in the 1970's—the com--
mengator recalls—rnot as a political
invention of West European com-
munist parcies, but in the voca-
bulary of bourgeois circles, pri-
marily 3s a result of the grown:
aceivity, importance and impact:
of these parties on the political:
scenas in their own' countpies. .

So far as the term Eurocom-
munizm is concerned, in a maiori,l::;"
of communist parties in western’
europe it appears as a concept
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rather than a worked-out idea of
sybstancively defined form of so-
cialism. Generafly speaking, how-
ever. the thinking about this con-
cept may be said to contain essen-
tial characteristics of the road of
building socialist society in highly-
developed  capitalist countries
which. these parties polnt out,
will differ from the roads of build-
ing socialism in East European coun-
tries. This road, free from all uni-
formity, implies a strategy of peace-
¢ime revolugion of realistic, gradual
changes leading to socialist trans-
formations. Understandably, this
road is adjusted to the specific
features from one country fo ano-
ther, since involved here arg also
the different conditions in which
these parties act.

The thinking about Eurocom-
munism—the Tanjug commentatol
continues—has not left the other
European Communist and Wor-
kers® Parties indifferent either, thus
among 2 definite number of pariies
in East European socialist coun-
tries the positlons range from the
exireme denial of any socialist
road differing from the one in-
building socialism in East European
countries. to a_more flexible ap-
roach o the situation and condi-
cions in which the West European
Communist Parties act and the
expressed readiness to Tecognize
these parties the right to them-
selves determine their strategy and
tactics in building socialism.

Genarall speaking.  Eurocom-
muuicm—alzrlough probably not the
best term for the breadth of acii-
vity by west Eurépean Communist
Parties—is a specific sign of the
reality they stand for today: the
Communiss parties in some Wes-
tern countries are becoming fac-
“ors of growing importance Mm the
workers® movement and political
life in their respective countries
and autonomous protagonisis of
elaborating one’'s own road to
socialism. All of this —the Tanjug
commentators says—points to the
conclusion that the specific charac-
tor and features of the Communist
movement in Eastern Europe can-
not be questioned today. In this
colteXt, any interpretation of
Eprocommupism as an agtempt to
dress the Communisi Movemene
in Western Europe in uniform or
mark by it 2 kind of new centre
for these parties. is completely
unatceprable, Likewise, these par.
ties do net aceept this term i toke
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as a strategy directed against the
Soviet Union and co-operation with
the Communists in Eastern Europe-
This position does not mean accep-
tance of the roads used by other

socialist ‘countries already for the

fact that socialism in the west can
only be built if going along “‘one’s
own way"”, the commentator  of
the Yugoslay News Agency concludas.

—T&njug.
@
RODENT CONTROL

WHO Plans New Drive
Against Rats

New Delhi, fan, : :

The World Health Opganisatio
has proposed to train rodent con-
trol workers in South-East - Asia
and Western Pacific regions to
develop effective and ecopomical
methods of rat contrel,

This move follows the finding
by WHO's Rodent Control De-
monstration Unit in Rangoon thag
contrel of rats by rodenticides
can only be partially successful
and that efforts to  kill the rats
should be combined with the use
of insecticides effective against the
rat flea which is mainly respen-
sible for the transmission and
spread of bubonic plague.

In ce-operation with ¢he Nagional
Health Laboratory of Burma, ¢he
Rodent Conirol Demgnstration
Unit has found indications of the
presence of plague among rodents.
Several strains ©f salmgnella have
been isolated from the rais cap-
wured for investigation. Therg is
evidence also of the presence of
murine typhus. The problem of
rodent control has assumed a sense
of urgency with this finding.

According to scientisty' estimates
there are ten times as many rats
as humans in some Countries of
Sough-East Asia. They are known
o carry diseases which can spread
16 humans.

According to WHO authorities
here, the main reasens for the
growith of the rodent population
and the dangers of the spread of

dizease by rats lie in rapid urbani-.

satienn and general failure to rea-
: B mpinaiy - Gof CarE .l o
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Eure-Communism ?

Rats consume an estimated 33
millign tonnes of food a year and
eat up or spoil 20 per cens of che
crops, even before the harvest.
One single rat, left free to roam
a warehotise for one year, will eag
about 27 pounds of food and de-
posit 25,000 dreppings- to spoil
much more. Often, the amount
of food the rats eat and spoil makes
the differerce between bare ade-
quacy and famine. :

Rats are prolific' breeders too.
They average three to six litters
a year and produce about ten young
to ach litter. If all the offspring
were to survive, one pair of rats
coyuld, on the basis 6f three litters
a vear, theoretically, preduce 20
million descendants within three
years. Foriunately, however, not
all the offspring. would survive
owing 10 mnatuyral pressurss and
man’s unceasing atctack.

Sc. WHO feels thas anything
that will keep down rats will serve
a double purpose. It will protect
man against disease apnd reduce
the constant pillage of man’s food
thus increasing the amount avai-
Jable for humaps to eat.

= Hind y
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COLISIANT

On Balkan

Linguistics

Balkan lingustics is an extramely
interesting subject dealing with
the common linguistic elements
of the Balkan languages. This re-
markable phéncmenon is commons
ly callen Balkan Linquistics Union.
'Fhe need to study these common
elemenss and similarities as charac-
teristic features of the Balkan lan-
guages enjoined the holding of the
First Intern?tional Collogium on
the problems of Balkan linguistics,
recently held in the town of Varna,
Bulgaria.

The Balkan languages—Bulgarian,
Romanian, Serbo-Croatian, Greek,
Albapian and Turkish have an ex-
tremely great number of commen
elements which is a rare - phens- °
menon in the case of languages of
different origins. This is due to 2
convergent development  of the
Balkan lapguages i the courte of
IMany yeags,

ig



Fictign

The participation of outstanding
ilanguage experts from the Balkan
.ountries, from the USSR, the GDR,
the USA, FRG and others was
.of great advantage for the work
.of the collogium.

The collogium was extremely
significant because it discussed
problems concerning linguistics in
.general and the languages of the
Balkan nations in particular. The
main tzsk is that the research wark
cin this direction should continue
so es te find those common elements
which are specially characteristic
for the Balkan lapgueges, as for
.example, the formaticnm of the
-future tense. The Bulgarian langu-
age which is a Slav language, forms
the future tense in a manner un-
‘typical for the other Slav langu-
ages, While the Romanian which
is a Roman language by origin forms
“igs future tense the way it is formed
‘in the Bulgarian language. Besides
the disappearance of the infinitive
and the declension, the formaticn
.of the degrees of comparison and
others are some of the common
features which are characteristic
of these languages. Particularly in-
-tersting is also the fact that a Bul-
garian cen e2sily learn Remanian
and Greek znd may even master
them to the extent cf speaking
without an accent. This is also true
abort the Greeks and the Turks
and is due to the common articu-
‘lation basis of these languages

—Sofia Press Agency
L 2 &

“SHORT STORY

The Swami

The noonday sun is beating down
relentlessly from the sky. Not a
~whisp of breeze to cool the air or
to stit the leaves. A time when
fieither man or beast likes to so-
journ in the dustand heat, except
‘a bunch of village children playing
* some energetic game, with much
laughter 2nd noise. Three alien
figures wend their way through
.the dusty village road. They ap-
proach the tfapk, refresh them-
selves with the cool water and sit
down to fest under one of the
~huge trees on the tank bund.
“Ong of them sits a liztle apart,
he apparently Is their leader and
~guide. The other two get Intoc

“19

conversation with one of the villa-
gers who comes to water his bull.
They inform him of the greatness
of their master, haven’t the peo-
ple of this village still heard of
him? Then they must ¢ruly be
behind times over here. In fact,
they should consider themselves
indeed privileged that such a great
personality should deign to grace
their village. Just row they are
on 2  very impertant misslon,
colleciing money to build a temple
to Lord Shiva in some far-away
place. Sece the greatness of their
master, he chooses to brave the
elements znd go on foot to accom-
plish his mission. By this time the
first villager is joined by quite a
number of others who stare in
awe at the gréat ohe.

The saffron-clad figure rises a
little later, slings bis bundle over
his shoulder, picks up his staff and
beckons to his followers. The vil-
lagers gaze in wonder at the man
who 2 while ago was a nenentity
walking through their roads. His
flowing beard and hair, his calm
countenance, his whole being the
epitome cf holiness and purity,
They rush upto him and tell him
that he must accept ihe humble
hospitality their village could offer.
They cenduct him to their Head-
man, who with all reverence, puts
at his disposal the néw house he
has just finished constructing for
his son whe is getting married
very soon. The house itself will be
truly blessed if, his Holiness con-
descends to use 1T.

And so, the Holy man accepts
their hospitality as well 2s their
donations towards the proposed
Temple. Morning and evening vil-
fagers from miles around come
and offer gifis of fruits or honey,
and whatever money they can
spare in .these hard times. In
return the Swami gives them his
blessings. News of the Great Man
reaches far and wide.

Soon, it is time for him to move
on, and to the great regret of the
villagers of this little hamlet in the
dry Zone, he bids his farewells.
They tell him of 2 man, a man who
will surely help him in his mission
far more than they, pcor villagers
could. A man who had cleared land
right in the heart of the jungles,
alearned man from the city who
lives in isolaticn now.

Thus, the Swami sets off in search
of him through blazing sun and dusty
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paths, paths where no buses pass,
then paths right through the dep -
ths of the jungie. Fipally they
reach the placz and are greeted
by an army of dogs. The Swami is
a few paces behind, it is the fol-
lowers who first approach the
plal:e- At the sound of the bark-
ing dogs, a man eMalges from some-
where and inforins his master about
the arrival of the newcomers.
At first, they think it the long-
overdue labour which they have
been expecting to work in their
fields and they are questioned as
to why they have 1iaken so long.
Later, at the sight of te Swami,
and after explanacions are given,
enlightenmernt dawn: on them.A
spark of recegnition lights up in
the eyes of the man from the city,
and he whispers something to his
companion.

_A while later, the most amusing
sight meets the eye. The Swami
divested cf his saffron robes, hair
tied up and clad in a pair of work-
Ing shorts, his followers minus
their shirts, are seen rather inex-
pertly building up the ridges of
the paddy fields. Their protests
fall on deaf ears, for a manstands
by with a gun. And o, hands which
had never held 2 mammoty in their

‘lives, hands accustomed only to

receiving and nevel contributing
anything to soclety ale 2t gunpoint
forced to work. For ten conse-
cutive days and nights a man with
the gun never leaves their side.
Food too, is forced on them at
gun point—food which they claim
was sacrilégous, consisting mainly
of game.

Finally, on the eleventh day,
three very sorry figures with cal-
loused palms, blistered fe et and
aching backs are given their free-
dom. Their possessions are given
back to them and they are paid
ten days’ wages for labouring in
the fields. But, the most imporzant
thing is that they are given the
direst warning by the owner of
the fields, never again to try and
dupe innocent, unsuspecting villa-
gers, for he had previously heard
from a friénd who lived far away
of this trio of frauds who in the
name of God had been playing
on the sympathics of gullible

people. i
VINODINI,

'S *
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Confidentially
B addy Prodyction

WAS IT NOT HEART-RENDING
to read in the first page of the
Daily News on Monday, February
7, an extract from the speech
Miniscer of Agriculture and Lands,
Hector Kobbekaduwa, made during
the tamashas centred  around
the opening of many new buildings
and undertakings in  Novaratna
Nagoraya (afcer Deputy Minister
Navaratne) in Minipe, that Sri Lanka
would still continue to import
rice! That he bemoaned the fact
that in spite of the fact that the
Land Reform had given peasants
land “of their own” rica produc-
tion had not come up o screich?
That Kobbekaduwa had gone on
to say that whereas formerly “bure-
aucrags'’ were in charge of agri-
culture, now ‘“‘farmers’’ thamselves
were in charge of operations? That
apar;y from false logic and wreng
assumptions inheren: in the belicf
that once peasants “‘own'' a Liny
fragment of land and are placed
“in charge”’ of the “system’’
through legislative fiats from on
top, production and productivity
must Tise with phenomenal rapi-
dity, ir is necessary to point out
that the attempt to “"democratise”
agriculture through the installe-
tion .of Agricultural Produciivily
Committee (or Councils) has, in
the vast majority of cases, turned
out to be a mockery of democracy
and farcical caricature of what was
intended! That if case 'studies of
the differeny APC units are made
ir will show that the “bureaucras”
and technical officers of the depari-
ment of Agriculiure had dome a
betrar job of helping th= farming
community than tha presen:
APCs? That, in practically all ezses,
and mors especially in the non-
"SLFP alectorates, the persons cho-
sen as the Chairman and members
of the Committee of the APCs,
are not working farmers but poli-
rical stooges of the Political Autho-
ricy whose interest in farming is
minimal’ and whose interests are
policical (and personal)? TFhat in
one glaring instance thag has been
brought tO olr notice, a manager
of a private business (now supe:se-
.ded by the MPCS Ltd) is the chair-
man of an APC? That his only quali-
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ficagion for the job was thar he
was a “loyalist” (for the moment)
of the Political Authority? That
the rest of appointees Were also
“loyalists’’ (allegedly) of the same
Political Authority?! That a few
among the members of the APC
could be termed “farmers’’ buz
they were in a minority? That even
the farmer members were such
that they, at every turn, subordi-
nated the interests of the farming
community to the personal interests
of the Political Authority (2nd their
own)? That in the |8 months this
particular APC centre has worlked,;
the facilities to the fatmers have
become much worse than when
the Department's Extension Ser-
vice had the respensibility to help
farmers! That fertiliser is nor avai-
lable mast of the time? That seed
materizl is inadequate and late!?
That cost of inseciicides and fungi-
cides have been artificially inflated?
That, for instance, the DAEO's
Extension  Service had scld a
fungicide called Captan for Rs. 9.£0
a packet? That, by a fiat and decree
from above, tha DAEO was asked
to hand over this part of the Ser-
vice (and the Stores) to the APCI
That, within a thort time. the
price was upped tc Rs. 12.75 not
becayse th= manifacturers had in-
creased the price but because,
it was said, the overheads of thet
APC had to be met? That the same
fungicide is. even now sold. by
private retail stores in the area at
Rs, 10.80 a packes? That when the
APC gives loans, the fungicide
is charged ag Rs. 12.757 That this
is only one example of what has
raken place in this particular APC!
_Tha(; this has bT'oi_Lgh'_' the APC
into disrepute ameng the farming
community of the area? That pro-
tests hzve not been made openly

'because the farmers fear retalia-
_tign, discrimination and victimisa-

tion by the stooges of the Politieal
Authority? That a cursory survey
of a2 number of APC centres in
several areas indicate .thag the pat-
cern is generzlly the same? That
onhe Contributory factor to decreas-
ing paddy and agricultural pro-
duction (and preductivity) in_many
areas stems from the politicali-
sation {of the wrong kind) of agri-
culture in many areas? That many
farmers noW leaye the AFC .centre
alone except for those who want

“lpans! That such loans are granted

only to  the loyalists and the

stgoges even _though they do no

real farming? That technical officers
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Kobbekaduwa

of the department are now naturally-
more frustraced than before by the-
so-called “democratisation’ of agri-
culture? That the APC centres-
(under the Agricultural Produc-
tivicy Law) and other new legisla-
tion have been vested with such
sweeping powers that a new ty-
ranny has been imposed on the
farming community without doing.
anything to ensure 2an increase
of production! That it is Minisger
Koobekaduwa will do well to cri-
tically examine the working of
the APC-dominated agricultural sys-.
tem he and his adminisirators
have created? That the reports-
of the bureaucrats and adminis-
trators who are part and parcel
of rthis system will only perpetuate
illusions and mirages? That =
survey by'independent’’ persons wilk
help to open his eyes! That the
one test of the success of a system
is results and in agriculture ic is
resules in production? Thay in 1977,
according to a speech of the Prime
Minister, 45% of the country's
rice requirements will be imporced!?
That in addition the councry will
impor: 500,000 tons of wheat flour?
That nearly ten years ago We Were
only imperting on= a third of rice
requiraments? Thag then we Wwere-
only imporiing abour 100,000 tons:
of wheat flour? That ever since
this Government had come to
power there were loud proclama-

_tions that soon we would be self-

sufficient in rice! That at one st2ge
it was evensaid that we would able.
to export ricg? That it is true that
drought had plagued the country
for three years—I973, 1974 and
19752 That 1976 was not a drought
year but there was good rainfall?
That 1976 was also the year of
Mahaveli water? That, if in spite
of all this, the shortfall in paddy
production. has increased, then it
is time for a lictle cricical self-
examination! That the days of
complacency based on  cacksure
self-proclamations of success are
over? :
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