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|_etter Prom The Editor

THE YOUNG LADIES on our cover this v'eek are washing dirty linen. It
is a necessary and unavoidable exercise. Persenal cleanliness is not possible
vithout washing one's dirty linen regularly. This kind of washing dirty
linen is a private and initimate matter whether one does it oneself or hires a
dhoby or laundry to do the jeb. But there is another kind of dirty linen
tnat is wasned in the metaphorical sense, and this is usually in respect of
matters of vital publicinterest. Power corrupts, and the hearts, minds and
hands of those who wield power at every leveltendsto bacome dirty not only
with the bureaucratic abuse of power but also with nepotism; bribery, and
worse. The bringing into the limelight the dark deeds of bureaucrats,
politicians and other minions who exercise power with aview to cleansing
public life is metaphorically termed washing the dirty linen of the nation.
An alert and vigilant press often sets the ball rolling asin the Watergate
scandal in the USA which brought the mighty President Nixon and other
important politicians and bureatcrats down. How far Wrtergate has purged
American politics of dirt, corruption and the abuse of power is problematic,
but there is no doubt that no importart politician likes to risk a Watergate.
Though the press in the USA had made the Watergate Inquiry by 2 Senate
Committes an inevitable consequence of the Nixon dirty linen, the big nati-
onal dailies in  Sri Lagka have never so far lainched investigative exposures
which would make a major Commission necessary to investigate some
persons who exercise supreme power. But during the seven years of SLFP-
UF rule, there had grown up a volume of public dissatisfaction against the
gross abuse of power and corruption indulges in by that Goverapment
and those associated with it. (in more recent times the established Left
leaders have expressed regret for having joined the SLFP to sustain it in
parliamentary power—the most récent being a statement by T. B. Subasinghe
who had even becorie a member of the SLFPin his enthusiasm for united
front stratezies. When Tribune had criticised the Left Parties at that time
for surrendering their basic principles to the adventurist, opportunist and
demogogic policies of the Bandaranzikes, Tribune was denounced by the Lefc
Parties as "reactlona'ry;' stan'dlng in the way of progressivism and radica-
lism—whatever those terms might mean or connote. But today, every-
thing we nadanticipated as a result of the Lelt Partics talling behind the
SLFP hag conte to pass. We do not want t3 indugle in we-told-j6u-50 brease-
beating, but the recent sack-zlitfizs-ond-oshes lamentations of important
ieft leaders brings us comfort that wa had not been so wrong after all). The
Presidential Commission which began its sitting en August 1 will ba one
of the biggest dirty linen washiag operations in this country. The prose-
cuting counsel. A. €. (Bunty) de Soysa, in his opening address, (which is
still not over at the time of writing these notes), has spotlighted some of
the niatters the Commission will be called upon to investigate. The
fullest publicity to matters he hes referrea has been given in the daily press
and over the SLBC and there is really no need to refer to them at thig
juncture. To many, some of the revelations may seem exaggerations with
a touch of vindicative political flamboyance, but to those who lived through
the seven years aware of the many acts of commission and omission the last
Government had resorted to in the belisf that it would reinain in power
for the foreseeable future what hzs transpired so far will seem only chickep
feed. The details will undarline limitless horrors of the 2buse of power,
corruption, brutality, represesion and downright illegalities, More
neea not be said at this staga. But what is even more comforting is that
President layewardene has apnounced that heé would appoint similar
Commission towards the epnd of period of this Government so that al]
complaints could be investigated before the next elections. This should

provea check on those who seem to think tha UNP was here for ever.
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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QUIDNUNCS
Protocal And
Prince Charles
A protocol-minded reader has
sent us the note published be-
low in regard to what anpeared
in the Quidnuncs column of
Tribuné of June 3, 1978. He has
alsc added comments on a letter
that appeared in the Tribune
of July 1, 1578 and also on nate
in the Tal<ing Point column in
the Ceylsn Observer of July 18,
1978—all to clarify some tricly
points in the matter of receiv-
ing foreign visiting ViPs,
PRINCE CHARLES—TRIBUNE, JUNE
3RD, 1978

l. The “visit” of Prince Charics
last month must be distinguished
from the visit of Prince Edward
Windsor to India and of Prince
Charfes himself to India as being
a fuelling stop-over for his air-
craft as opposed to a proper visit.
Indeed, the visit of Prince Edward
can further be distinguishaed from
that of Prince Charles’ to India
in that the former was made to a
colony of the British empire and
the latter to an independant sovere-
ign state so that the two Princes
of Wales were differently, though
appropriately, received by the ress
pective Indian authorities of the
times.

2. It is a fact that Protocol cour-
tesies, though generally based
on, ipternatiojal - practice, does
vary from country to country and
unlike, for example, immunities
and privileges of diplomats, is
not embodied in any international
conVention nor, based on strict
reciprocity, Thus, it is generally
up to each State to extend proto-
col courtesies which, in its opinion,
are appropriate in specific contexts.

3. In the event of a transit stop-
over of a Head cf State, Deputy
Head of State (Heir apparent)

’I'MBUNE Au;ust 19, 1978

or Head of Government, it is cus-
tomary for that State or its ac-
credited representative in the
State where the transist stop Is
to be made, to inform the latter
of such a stop-over. This the British
High Comniission in Sri Lanka did
in the case of Prince Charles and,
quite correctly, requested use of
the VIP Lounge during the 45
minute stop at Katupayzke, pre-
sumably for the use of the Prince
in case he decided to disembark.
It should also be notzd that, ori-
ginally, the stop-ever was to have
been in the afternoesn but that
later it was postponed by 12 hours.

4. The State in which a transit
stop-over is being made (and a 45
minute fuelling stop must again
ba distinguished from that of seve-
ral hoursfovernight when dis-
embarkation is on the cards and the
VIP has to be taksn to a State
Guest House or hotel) customarily
extands protocol courtesies to the
VIP by reserviug the VIP louuge,

EDITOR'S NOTEEBOOK

As the Editor has baen
! out of the island on a short
. jeurnalistic visit in Scuth
! India, the regplar feature
' EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK will nst
appcar this week, It will
. however uppear next wesk,

ordering refreshmants and send-
ing persons whom it considers
appropriate to receive him in case
he decides to disembark during the
stop-over. There is no obligation
on its part to inform the repre-
sentative of the State of tha VIP
as to who will be at the airport,
nor does the latter enquire 25 to
who they will be.

5. It is left entirely to the VIP
to disembark or nct and it is no
discourtesy to those who are at
the airport (about whom the V|P
is unzware) nor to their State, if
he doss not disembark, Thus, It
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is clear that thers is no “Invitation”
extended to the VIP to disembark.
Generally, a VIP does not diserm=
bark at a late hour of the night or
an early hour of the morning, but
it 2lso often happens that 2 VIP
does not disembark even at a more
reasonable hour. This s because
it is a matter entirely left to his
convepience and pleasure ' and it
is not considersd a discourtesy
if he does not disembark.. If this
were pot go, it is clear that no
VIP would wish to insult a State
which has granted landing rights
to his special aircraft to re-fuel
2s was the case of Prince Charles.

LETTER TO THE ED!TOR_BY MR.
RANJIT PIYADASA—-TRIBUNE JULY I,
1978

Mr. Piyadasa has further ccnfused
the issus by assuming that the
Navy Commanaer is interchange-
ble with the Chief of Protocol
with regard to their duties simply
because of the sex of each of them .
which has no relevapce to thg:r
official duties.

For his edmcation.'-'the-!‘-%inisr.é'r
in charge of ceremionials is the
Minister of Public Administraticn
and Home Affairs who, however,
is in charge of national ceremonials
while it isthe Minister of Forelgn
Afiairs who is in charge of arrange-
ments for visits by forsign VIP's,
whether they be State visits or
tansit visits,

TALKING POINT—CEYLON OBSER-
VER, JULY 16, [978 -

l. The reference to the two Ban-
gladesh  Ministers who visited Sri
Lanka this month not having been
met by their Sri Lanka - counter-
parts is 2 copfusion arising from the
lack of knowledge ° of - reczption
at the airport, of Ministerial visis
tors. Here again, protocol pracs
tice varies from country to coup-
try and is not necessarily based
on reciprocity. Sri-Lanka's prac-
tice is generally far more gene-
rous than that of most countries.

2



Tamil Viewpoint

= 2. The distinction to be made
with regard to the visits of the
Bapgladesh Ministers -is that they
‘were different from official bila-
teral visits by Migisters who come
either by invitation or who come
to discuss matters of mutual in-
terest by pre-arrangements and for
whom official programes are drawn
up and who are cutsomarily received
and seen off by their Sri Lanka
counterparts.

Beth Bapgladesh Ministers canie
on their own initiative to discuss
specific matters which were of
primary interest to Bangladesh.
Ags such, all calls requested by them
were arranged and, in addition,
both were hostad to Lunch or Din-
ner by their counterparts, and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs hosted
their stay in Sri Lanka, provided
them with transport and arranged
excursions for them which is more
than most couptries de in similar
circumstances. The same courte-
sies were extendad to the Maldivian
Minister of Finance who arrived
about the same time, also on a
specific misison.

% L *

THE NEW CONSTITUTION

A Conslruciive

Comment
—Pros And Cons—

The justification for presenting
the draft of a new constitution
to replace the 1972 constitution
is based on the claim that the UNP
received a mandate from the peo-
p.le‘ at the 1977 General Elections
to ‘draft, adept and operate’ a
new constitution in which execu-
tive power will be vested in an
elected president, the independence
of the judiciary will be maintained
and principles or representative
democracy, freedom,  equality

3

justice and fundamental human
rights will be guaranteed. If thers
is force in such a claim, the posi-
tion taken up by the TULF that
their representatives received a
mandate for a separate Tamil Ezlam
State capnot be lightly dismissed.

In view of the TULF havipg
assumed the official leadership of
the Opposition in the Parlianient of
a unitary state, it is reasonable
to infer that they would have set-
tled for less than a separate Tamil
Eelam State even 25 2 transitional
arrangement provided the new
Copstitution  contained  provi-

sions which enabled the Tamils

to enjoy some measure of regional
autonomy and self-government in
such copticuous areas where the
Tamil speaking people have tradi-
tionally lived as part of 2 pattern

of regiopal autopomy and self-
government  throughout Sri
Lanka. The immediate ques-

tion to be asked is whether this
Constitution contains any such
provisions.

The answer to this question
would have been in the affirmative
if the Conpstitution incorporated
some provisions to allay the fearsg
and satisfy the sentiments of the
Tamil speaking people, such as;—

(1) Provisions that no dislo-
cation of a demographic group
should be caused in any area by
the wholesale introduction of new
elements 2lien to the existing
demographic group.

(2) Abolition of the Kachcheri

System and its replacement by

popularly elected village coup-

cils, divisional coupcils, dis
trict councils, regional coup-
cils, and the like making them
viable administrative units on
the basis of demographic, geo-
graphical, and economic conside-
rations and vesting ~ them with
powers, functions and 2utho-
rity at varying stages and levels,

and making the participation and

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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commitment of the people living

withia their cenfines real, means

ingful and purposeful. -

It needs to be stressed that this
concept is generally referrcd to ds
decentralisation clthough in fact de-
centralisation is a top to bottom pro-
cess. whereas what is proposed hare
is a bottom to top process. :

(3) In the event of the restrue-
turing of the organs of adminis-
tration suggested above, it Is
not difficult to foregee the Legls-
lature and the Executive being
much smaller and less powerful
than what they have been hither-
to, concerning themselves
with vital matters of natlopal
interest and importance such as
finance, defence, foreign  2ffairs,
communications, foreign trade,
higher education, river valleys
development, large-scale in-
dustries and the like.
(4) District Ministers, in the
first instance, to be representa-
tives of the people of the Dis-
_trict to which they are appointed
i.e. the selection of the District
Ministers must be left to the
MPs representing the electorates
of the District.

District Ministers to be vested
with the power end authority
to formulate plans for the eco-
nomie, social, educational and
cultural .development: of the Dis-
trict in copsultation with gopu-
larly - elected  village coupclls,
Town councils, Mugicipal Coun-
cils, Divisicnal Councils® apd
District Councils (If they are
set -up), subject to such plans
being integrated wherever ap~
propriate, into an all-lsland
plan and funds being provided
by Government for their imp]a-
mentation. =
No provision has been made i
the Constitution to meet such res
quirements,
On the contrary, severcl of the
following - unsatisfactory  provisions

TRIBUNE Auguse 19, 1978 -



of the Constitution are anti-thetical
to and militate against the aciiieve-
ment of the objectives outlined above.
n Executive Presidential
System—Articles 4 (b), 30 (I),
32(3), 33, 35(1), 43(2), 44, 45
and 46 creating the omnipotent
office of President who is ot a memi-
ber of Parliament, uYnanswerable
to Parliament, independent of
the support of Parliament and not
in any meaningful way subiect
to the juris-diction of the Courts.

(2) Proportional Represen-
tation—Article 95 in terms of
which (a) any Pparty polling less
than 123 % of the yotes cast gets
eliminated, (b) independents have
to form into a group to coptest
elections () no provision is made
for a combination of parties con-
testipf on -an agreed common
program, and (d) no by-elections
are provided for to test the popu-
larity of the Government in the
interim.

(3) Provision continues for
“argent bills’ to be decided
upon withini twenty four hours—
Article 122(1)(c)—misused by the
previous Goverpment and the pre-
sent Government.

(4) Provision continues for the
enactment eof Laws incorisis-
tent with the Constitution (Arti-
cle B4), without the peed to have
recourse toe a specific amendment
of the Constitution for the purpose.

) Creating an ofiénce of
conspiracy to alter or repeal the
coastitution — Article  157. This
would mean that neo party can
have the amendment of the cons-
titution as the object of its pro-
paganda meetings ©F even as an
electior: issue in the next General
Elections. (This has now been
dropped Ed).

(6) University Education—
Proviséni to Article 21(2) creates
the possibility of certain faculties
now. having iAstruction through
the Tamil medium o cértain Uni-

TRIBUNE, Auguse 19, 1978

versities (Campuses) being closed
downq.

(7) Citizenship--Article 26
contains no statement of principle
on whnich citizenship would de-
volve under the conpstitution.

(8) Expulsion of members
and [Imposition of civic dis-
abilitiss Article 81(I} provides
for retrospective punishment on
account of offences that a person
is found guilty of by a Presidential
Commission, in contravention of
fundamental rights guaranteed under
Article 13(6). In this connection,
reference must also be made to
Article 75(1) providing for epact-
ments of laws having retrospective
effect. ;

¢)) Fundzmental rights
guaranteed upder Article 13 are
rendered nugatory by the wide
ranging provisions of Article 16.

(10) Foreign  Investment
Guarantees Article [58 compro-
mise the soverzignty of the coun-
try and the supremacy of Parlia-
ment to legislate in the national
interest.

(1) Changing priority and
substitution of members who haye
been declared elected (contained
in Art. 99(12) is a dangerous pro-
vision.

(2) The distinction between
persons and citizens is perpetrated
in respect of many rights. This
is at the move deplorable ip face
of the existence of stateless persons
who know no home other than
Sri Lapka.

Attention may now be directed to
the welcome provisions contained in
the constitution—

(1) Articles :12(2) and 12(3)
on Fundamental Rights include the
word ‘“‘Language’’

(2) Articlé 19 definés Sinhala
and Tamil as nitional languages;
but it could have been worded
as “The national languages of Sri
Lanka are Sinfala and Tamil”.
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(3) The proviso to Article
22(1) provides for Tamil also as a
language of administration in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces.
It would have been welcome if the
word *“alse” had been omitted.

(4) Article 32(2) provides
for correspondence with members
of the public other than those
knowing Sinhala being conducted
in their language; but, there is no
provisicn for the initiation of
correspondence by tha State and
its agencies ipn such instances.

(5) Article 23(1) provides
for enactment of Laws in Sinhala
and Tamil.

(8) Provise to Article 24(1)
provides for the langaage of the
Courts being Tamil i the Noerth
and Fast.  Article 24(2), 24(?) and
24(4) provide for the use of Tanil
in the other parts of the country
for the bepefit of Tanil spealking
judges, iurors, attorpeys and liti.
gants. Despite all these, language
rights are not enforceable ({as
Fundaniental rights are under Asti-
cle 17).

(7) Article 24 abolishes the
distinction between a citizen by
descent and a citizen by registra-
tion.

(8) The Directlve Principles of
State Policy contain reference to

Languege in Articles 27(3) and
27(%).
(%) Fundamental Duties

are provided for upder Ariicle 28,
(18}  Electoral Distrizis—
Article 98(4) recognises “yualified
electors’ a5 being the determining
factor in the apportionment of
clactoral districts and not “persons’”’
or ‘““citizens” ageinst which re-
peated representations had beep
made to successive Delimitation
Commissions.
V. K.
Ceolombo.
August 3, 1978
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C.R.M.
FOR THE RECORD

On The New

Constitution
—statement of the Civil
Rights Movement—

In the time available it has not
been possikle for the Civil Rights
Movement to make a comprehen-
sive study and assessment of the
proposed new Constitution. The
relevant Gazette was issued oply
on July 17th and the Bill s
now being proceeded with in the
National State Assembly. We
request that the Constitution be
not finally adopted until there
has been time for adequate study,
debate and representations by the
public.

In the meantime the Working
Committee of the CRM has decided
as a maiter of urgency, to draw
attention to certain features of the
Bill. For the present our obser-
vatiops are limited to sonie aspects
of the provisions relating to funda-
mental rights, judicial review of
legislation, proportional represen-
tation,  by-slections,  expulsion
of members of Parliament, language
rights, advocating amendment of
the Constitution, and foreign trea-
ties.

() FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

In “several respects there is an
improyement on the present Cons-
titution, for instance the provi-
sicn of protection against torture
or other cruel inhuman or de-
grading treatmert or punishment,
the provision for fair trial and for
the presumption of ‘innocence.
However the Working Committee
makes the following observations:—

(a) We do not see why the funda-
mental right to be presumed
innecent until one is provea guilty,
and the right te be protected
against retrospective penal legis-
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ation, should be capable of restric-
tion in the interests of national
security. The latter is considered
by the United Nations International
Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights to be an absolute right
that cannot be derogated from in
any circumstances.

{b) Most of the fundamental
rights spelt out in the Constitu-
tion are subjectzd to a very wide
range of possible restrictions. These
include the interests of national
security, public order, the protec-
tion of public health or morality,
due recognition of the rights and
freedom of others, and “mesting
the just requirements of the gene-
ral welfare of a democratic society”’.
We submit that these exceptions
are too wide and vague, and have
been made applicable to too many
of the rights provided for. For
instance, even the right to equality
bafore the law, and the right against
discrimination on the grounds of
race, religion, language, caste, sex,
political opinion or place of birth
are subject to these widely
phrased restrictions. This is in con-
trast to the Internationzl Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights in
which the possible departures from
fundamental rights are much more
strictly circumscribed.

() The freedom to form and
join 2 trade union is stated to be
subject to restriction in ''the in-
terests of the security of the staff
and the property of the State
agencies and public corperations’.
We cznnot see how the forming
or joining of a trade union can
endanger the gecurity of the staff
or property of state enterprises
and we fail to see any justificacion
for tnis restriction.

{d) We regret the perpetuation
of the distinction between persons
and citizens in respect of many
rights where we feel it should
not exist, for example, freedom of
speech and expression, freedom
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of peaceful assembly; freedom of
association, freedom in public or
in private to manifest one's reli-
gion in worship etc. This dis-
tinction assumes particular impor-
tance in Sri Lanka where there is a
large population of stateless per-
sons, mapy of whom are perma-
nent residents who have peen born
and bred here and are engaged
in production of the national wealth
of the country. In respect of such
persons who are in the country
lawfully, we feel that there should
be granted even those fundamental
rights which ope might oe jusei-
fied in refusing to nationals of other
countries, such as the freedom
to engage in any lawful eccupation,
profession, trade, business or en-
terprise; freedom of movement
within Sri Lanka; and freedom to
return to Sri Lanka (Articles |4 (g)
(h) and (i).) It should be noted
that such persons are, equally with
citizens, expected to ‘‘uphold and
defend the Constitution and the
law,”” to “further the national
interest and foster natiopal upity”,
to “work conscientiously” in their
chosen occupations. (See Article
28 which sets out the duties and
obligations of "‘every person in Sri
Lanka'').

(e) We regret the provision
that existing laws shall remain
valid even If inconsistent with any
of the fundamental rights 1aid down
in the Constitution, The rights
guaranteed by the Constitution
should take priority over existing
law wherever there is a cenpflict.

{f) We also draw atteptlon te
the grave implications of the ex-
press provision that the subjection
of any person to any form of
punishment recognised by any ex-
isting written law shall not be a
contravention of the Chapter op
fundamental rights. This sericusly
detracts from the protection
against cruel inhuman or degrad-
ing treatment of punishment. The

TRIB_UNE,'Augugt 15, 1978



effect of this provision Is not to
secure the continuation of 2 punish-
ment such as lashing for the limi-
ted number of offences for which
it still exists under our law, for
this Is already achleved by the
provision protecting existing laws,
Its effect is to permit the extsn-
tion In the future of such 2 punish-
ment to any othsr offeuce (parhaps
evén for political offenders or

errant jourpalists as happened in

a. peighbouring country recently?)
There is no doubt- that lashing,
which Tnvojves the daliberats ip-
fliction of physical pain, is a cruel
in human or degrading punishment.
Corporal punishment is pronibl-
ted by the United Mations Stap-
dard Minimum Rules for tha Treat-
ment of Priseners, is prohibited
under the Genava Conventions,
and has recently been declared
unlawful as'a degrading punishment
by the European Court of Human
Rights. Let alene providing for the
extension of the. type of punish-

ment to other offences, It should

find no place at all on our statute
book if we are to fulfil our obliga-
tions under the DECLARATION
FOR THE PROTECTION OF
ALL PERSONS AGAINST TOR-
TURE AND OTHER CRUEL
INHUMAN OR  DEGRADING
TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT
adopted unanimously by the Upi-
ted Nations in December 1975,

(8) A fundamental right providing
that any punishment should be re-
asonable and net disproportionate
to the offence should be included
in the Constitution. We haye
on. earlier occasions pointed out
the peed for such a safeguard in
our country, where the death
pPenalty and forfeiture of property

have by emergency regulation been

prescribed for even trivial offences.

LEGISLATION

We regret the perpetuation of
thé unsatisfactory provision of the
present Constitution which enables

TRIBUNE, August 19, 1978

-egislation in conflict with the
Congtitution to be challenged only
in the Bill stage. This is another
serious detractien from the gua-
rapteeing of fundamental rights,
for once the Bill has become Ilaw
the subject has no remedy. Al-
thougn the Supreme Court hzs
been substituted for the Consti-
tutionial Court to scrutinise pro-
posed legislation, the time withip
which one can niove the court
remalns the totally inadaquate seven
days from the Bill being placed

onn the Order paper in Parlia-
ment
(1)) PROPORTIONAL RE.

PRESENTATION

CRM has always supported the
principle of proportional repre-
sentation on the basis that it is
more democratic. A major reason
is that it enables representation of
smaller groups and minority views.
The provision of a cut off point of
/8 of the votes cast in each elee-
toral district, however, destroys
this advantage and can lead to the
total disfranchisement of an im-
portant and substantial minority
opinion, which may well be dis-
tributed throughout the coup-
try. This cap also lead to the stifling
on an emerging new force which
would otherwise have the potential
of develeping. History has shown
that many important political forces
have had small beginnings.

(IV) BY-ELECTIONS

The present NSA was elected
on the existing system of voting
for individual candidates. What-
ever mAy be the position after the
next general clection is held under
the new system, it is only reasonable
that any vacancy in the present
INSA be filled by a by-election under
the present law. Furthermore,
2s CRM has frequently insisted the
scvereignty of the peogle does
not niean thac the pecple exercise
their vote at a general election
every so many years and are expec-
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C.R. M.

ted to keep quiet in between.
By-elections are a time honoured
methed by which our people ex-
press their opinion of the per-
fermance of a government in
between general elections, viz. the
many occasions on which in the
past seats held by the goverp-
ment have been lost in this map-
ner. To provide that no by-elec:
tions shall be held during the life
time of the present NSA but that
instead any vacancy is to be filled
by a party nomination is to deprive
the electorate of an important
right.

(V) EXPULSION OF
MEMBERS

The provision that if an MP
resigns or is expelled from his party,
his seat falls vacant and is to be
filled by a nomination, is similarly
unacceptable as regards the pre-
sent NSA which has been elected
on the existing system of voting
for individual capdidates. It is
an unwarranted fetter on the right
of a chosen represeptative of the
people to act according to his cons-
cience or to oppose his party lea-
dership if he feels it is pursuing
wrong policy. [f the argument is
that even under the present sys-
tem people may have voted for the
party as much as for the capdidate,
then the answer is that at least the
vacancy should be filled at a by-
election, at which the issue of the
MP’s conduct Is referred to the
people who voted him in. Whe-
ther the MP is a traitor who hag
betrayed his party, or whether it Ig
the party which has betryed its
pledges, is a matter for the elec-
torate to decide.

(V1) LANGUAGE RIGHTS

The incorporation of certain
specific rights of the Tamil speak-
ing people In the Constitution
is an important improvement op
the pre-existing position.



(vil) ‘ADVOCATING AMEND-
MENT ' OF THE CONSTI-
TUTION s

The new Constitution makes it
a very serious offence (punishable
by - 10 years iniprisonment and
mandatory forfeiture of all pro-
perty) to advocate, attempt, ins-
tigate etc. the amendment of the
Constitution otherwise than In the
manner provided In the Consti-
tution. (Article 157). If the offenca
is committed by a party or a candi,
date at an election, thep the nomi-
nation papers are null and void,
It should be noted that this drastic
provision is not limited to any
attempt to overthrow the Cons-
titution by violence, but would
include the advecating of, say, the
setting up of a Copstituent As-
sembly by a process that may be
both peaceful and democratic
though not in accordance with the
procedure prescribed. Had such a
provision existed in the Soulbury
Constitution, the adoption of the
present Republican Constitiition by
the Constituent Assembly (in the
work of which all parties elected
to the last Parliament participated)
would have been impossible. This
provision is an unwarranted inter-
ference with the right of peaceful
discussion ‘and dissent, and in any
event. the punishment is dispro-
portinate,

This provision has been dropped
—Ed)

(Vi) FOREIGN TREATIES
The pew Constitution pro-
vides that where Parliament by a
resolution passed by a 2f3rds
majority -approves any Treaty or
Agreement entered into by the
Government with “the Govern-
ment of a foreign State for the pro-
motion or pretection of the in-
vestments in Sri- Lanka of such
foreign State; .its nationals, or
compapies then such Treaty or
Agreement shall have the force
of law In Sri Lanka and no ‘written

? at

law shall be enacted or executive
or adminisirative action shall be
taken in contravention of the pro-
visions of such Treaty or Agree-
ment.

This provision goes beyond any
reasonable requirement for the pro-
tection of foreign investments. It
enables such a treaty or agreement
to be Ipcorporated into our law
even though it may be Inconsistent
with any of the other provisions
of the Copstitution includ-
ing the fundamental rights. ¥Where-
as restrictions are placed on the
fundamental rights of the people
in the interest of national security,
public health or mortality, ctcetera,
no parallel restrictions are im-
posed on the rights that can be
conferred on foreign investors. fur-
thermore, it is particilarly up-
acceptable that such a Treaty or
Agreement becomes part of our
law by-passing the normal legislative
prozess. The passing of a resoluticn
by Parliament is very different from
the passing of a Bill. A Bill has
ordinarily to be published in the
Gazette, whizh merns that its con-
tents become known to the public,
and apy citizen can petition the
Supreme Court to determine whe-
ther it is inconsistent with the Con-
stitution. A resolution need not
be so published, and cannot be
referred to the Supreme Court.
The Treaty or Agreement with
the foreign State cazn thus become
part of our law umbeknown to
and upchallerged by the public.
This is not compatible with the
principle of enabling the people
to participate in the decision mak-
ing process of Eovernment essen-
tial to a democratic society and
recognised in the directive prin-
ciples of state policy.

R. Siriwardenz
Secretary.
Civil Rights Movement
of Sri Lagka

X x,
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LETTER
Mahaweli Diversion
Project

Sir,

Hupting Corporation USA has
been employed (re-employed) to
draw feasibility report for accele-
rated Mahaweli Diversion. The
Hunting Corporation was asso-
ciated with the USOM and Irric
gation Department feasibility re-
port which was submitted to the
Ceylon Goverpment in 1961 and
subsequently rejected by the
team of UN experts under Dr.
Fialkoski.

An interim report was submit-
ted by the USOM in August 1959
to enable the Government's ‘‘com-
mitted Programme’ for partial di-
version of Mahaweli in 1960. This.
official statement by the Director of
USOM and the Director of Irri
gation of Ceylon Govt. establishes
the fact that without the approyal
of the NSA. the Mahaweli Diver=
sion Scheme was to be handed
over to a US Multinational Cor-
poration (the origin of the term
committed programme Is a mys-
tery).

As proof of the worth of the
scheme the feasibility scheme of
the USOM maintained that the
benefit cost ratio of the scheme.
was 2.3 to | the United Nations
team of experts after careful inves--
tigation of the energy develop-
ment and from agricultural bepe-
fits proved that the bepefit cost
ratio of USOM updertaking was-
1.82 to | and not 2.3 to 1. Such a
gross miscalculation amounts to a -
fraud to misdirect the government.
(In calculating- agricultural bepefit
the cost of production Is 60-70%,
of the value of increase of produc-
tion—this factor was Ignored
USOM ; : ;
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Even before the Hunting Cor-
poration have commenced their
feasibility reperts for the second
time the accelerated Mahaweli
project the government has sold
the forests to timber contractors.
Several years will have to elapse
before the permanent settlers will
start cultivating their allotments.
Duting this period the felling of
timber, logging, indiscriminate
opening U of roads, introduction of
heavy tractors and removal of soil
cover etc., will continue unabsted.

In the complete absence of
scientific methods of econservation,
soil erosion will develop into a
major disaster, Timber logging
and - clearing of forest have to be
considered as a major problem of
land development. Exploiting of
forests by timber coptractors has
been a major tragedy in both the
wet and dry zones of our couptry.
The use of anchor chain for up-
rooting and burning of felled jun-
gle have not yet recommenced. Is
there any guarantee that for quick
returns these devastating methods
may not be re-introduced to des-
troy the sick humans accommodated
for several centuries. -

S. A. Wickremasinghe
Colombs.
12.7.78

Grama Sastra-11

Scribblings on Uva Villages

Air Or Water, Or Both

by Gamiya

Some time ago, we told you
about the Tragedy in Kammala,
of how three young girls had a
watery, slimy grave because they
had no water for a dscent bath.

TRIBUNE, August 19, 1978

No one helped them with a well,
or with bathing facilities with the
well. But people need not only
water but air also. Restoration of
tanks is a necessity, and is slowly
getting top-priority in some of
the Dry zope zreas, i.e. not only
the loud sounaing of the big Maha-
veli schemes but the simple day-
to-day aplcut, channel, sluice, small
tanks—peeds that pulullate in lower
Uva.

But we must help people witn
air and breathing space. If un-
wittingly you built your house in
an apciznt tank-bed in the early
20th century, then you'll surely
have to quit when it is late 20th,
if the “development” bug has bit-
ten into most people. | knew
of one such fainily in K—goda:
seven children. The eldest was
marriad and was away when the
family was rudely evicted. Three
families were evicted, large jak
trees were thrown down rutin-
lesly; four suffered the on rush of
a bulldozer. The houss, built of
mudbrick, could have been saved,
but once told they were poli-
tically guilty in a way, they were
also told, “the house must go".
The fathar was an asthmatic, and
gave us his story between $DASMS,
despite our suggestion to the
contrary and to kesp silence. Bed-
rdden for 15 years, he had a prstty
daughter sleeping at the far end
of the room, paralyzed. They
even spoke of epilepsy. After 30
years of residence and labour ip
the tank-bed, they were sad they
were being evicted without any
thought of the morrow for them.

Now, in the small 16x14 house
of rtalkols. they were wondering
v.hen they would be thrown out.
It was a palmyrah-leaf (talkola)
hougse with no windows and much
insecurity. One place was 8x8
with a 2%5 door and no window;
the other place was 8x6 with a 2x5
door and no #indows. No wonder
the five householder-members had
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On Being Evicted

respiratory trouble. The PHI sho-
uld have passed that way but he
had 80 villages to see to, and how
can he see to dron-outs and thrown-
outs! Two goverpment servants
lived in this air-less smoke-filled
affair they called a house. More
than that, the door are closed at
night and the residuz of smoke
circulates in the house, they said.

We went up to see the newl;-
restored bupd of the Wewa (name
we withold for security reasons)
but for the last ten months prior
to our visit, it had not received
a <luice! The local engineer had
tried apd tried, but some mecha-
nical device was not being easily
passed or sent into this remote
region from bureaucratic head-
quarters.

The poor air-less, waterless follc
in that house were hoping that
some redress will come with the
new government, and now the new
government has come, apnd we
hope, with it has come redress.
How sad it is wher we have not
to rely on the State but on passing
governments and passing parties,
constantly on the rup, chasing each
other like rain-drops on. a tele-
phone line after the rains. “Open
that window, get me some air,
I'm sufffocating”, or “'Hold me, I'm
drownlng”—are the constant cry of
the apparently hopeless in the deep
countryside. 3

SNIPPETS

Whoever could ‘make two ears of
corn of two blades of grass to grow
upon & spot of ground where only
one grew before would deserve
better of mankind and do more
essential service to his country than
the whole race of politicians put
together. lopathan Swift.

—
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SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

July 13 = July 19

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA

AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN
COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—
Ceylon Daily Mirror; CO—Ceylon
Observer; ST—Sunday Times; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Lankadipa; VK—Vira-
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina;
SLD—Sri Lankadipa; JD—Jlanadina;
DP—Dinapathi; =~ SU—=Sun; CM—
Chintamani; WK—Weekend; RR—
Riviresa;  EN—Eelanadu; /DPR—
information Dept. Press Release;
DK—Dinakara; DW-—Dawasa.

THURSDAY, JULY 13: About
400,000 public servants will benefit
by certain regulations made upnder
the Credit Council Law by the
Minister of Finance; one of the
benefits is that those of the lower
rungs will be able to obtain bigger
loans. The government has intro-
duced a scheme to expedite pay-
ment of pepsions to Public Ser-
vants; under this scheme seperate
pension units will be set up in
ministries and government de-
partments. Appreciation of the
way in which minority Muslims are
treated in Sri Lanka was expressed
in a report submitted to the clos-
ing session of the first Asian Isla-
mic Conference now sitting  in
Karachi, Pakistan. 2500 new ap-
pointments have: been made -by
the Health Department in the
first ten months since the govern-
ment assumed offices A stupen-
dous “frittering away’ of state
funds in the form of a variety of
frauds has been discovered by
the ‘Flying’ squad of the Ministry
of Irrigation, Power etc. During
investigations carried out recently.
The Agriculture Department and
the Department of Forest Con-
servation will issue nearly 2.5 mil

9

lion fruit and timber plants for
the National Tree Planting Cam-
paign to be inaugurated by the
President on July 22, Only two
pass holders per patient will be
permitted to visit a patient in the
Colombo group of hosgitals from
next week—CDN. Thirty two
Port Cargo Corporation employees
found sleeping while on duty have
been interdicted, The Constitu-
tion is expected to be debated
during the first week of August.
A large quantity of locally manu-
factured textiles of all varieties
which are in great demand are to
be given to a State owned textile
company which is to be floated
shortly—CDM.  The composition
of local governpment bodies is ex-
pected to be radically chapged
shortly; in future a2 new local au-
thority known as the Rural Coun-
cil is to be established to replace
the existing Town Council apd
Village Councils. The dispute bet-
ween Mr. C. Rajadurai, the TULF's
first MP for Batticaloa and Mr. Kasi
Aanandan, a militant TULF youth
Ieader has been settled amicably
according to party sources. The
Minister of Commerce of Bang-
ladesh Mr. M. Salfur Rahman will
arrive in Colombo today on a three
day official visit, Total export
earpings for the first quarter of
1978 increased by Rs. 1268 mil-
lion or 809, over the earnings in
the same period last year accord-
ing to the Central Bank report—SU.
All those accused in the Alfred
Durrayappah murder case except for
the first accused have been released.
The Minister of Justice has said
that all administrative affairs will
be carried on in Tamil in the Tamil
speaking areas—VK. The Minister
of Food and Co-operatives has ins-
tructed all co-ops to be opened
from 9 am to 6 pm for the copve-
aience of consumers—IDPR No. 27.
The government has decided to
restrict the number of skilled and
semi skilled persogs going abroad
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for employment as the first step
to stop the brain drain. The Minis-
ter of Finznce has said that 100,000
tons of rice wiil be exported short-
ly—DW. The US told the Geneva
Disarmament Conference that work
had already started on making the
main UN arms control forum more
effective. Jewish dissident Anatoly
Scharepsky on trial for his life
before a Moscow court faced ques-
tions at a closed session yesterday
about allegations that he betrayed
Soviet defence secrets to the west.
International  observers  accused
Bolivia's military rulers yesterday
of viidespread fraud and intimidation
in last Supday's elections. The
speaker of the Lebapese Parliament
held crisis talks with Syrian lea-
ders in Damascus yesterday as
urgent diplomatic efforts conti-
nued to resolve the deadlock in
his embattled country—CDN. The
Israeli government appeared to
have been driven deeper into a
political corper yesterday by the
Middle East peace document draf-
ted in Vienna for submission to the
Socialist  International; govern-
ment officials accorded a frosty
reception to the document. China
has reported increases in industrial
production in the first six months
of this year but adds that the
figures are high oply because of
poor output last year—CDM. Am-
bassador to the UN Andrew Young
said in an interview with 2 Paris
paper that in his view several hup-
dred possibly thousands of per-
son§ are currently serving in US
prisons whom he regards as poli-
tical prisoners—SU.

FRIDAY, JULY I4: Canada has
offered to undertake the Rs. 200
million Maduru Oya project on
the recommendation of the
NEDECO study team now in the
island; she thus becomes the latest
donor among foreign aid contri-
butors to the Accelerated Maha-
weli Development Scheme which
has found world wide favour apd
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acceptance. Over one million
farmers will enjoy the berefits
of a new Insurance Scheme to be
introduced by -the Ministry of
Agriculture and Lands; it will take
the form of an Insurance cum pen-
sion schzme that provides the
payment of a monthly pension for
life or -2 lump sum paymept. A
floor price scheme to cover all sub-
sidiary food crops will be intro-
duced soon and for this purpose
an Agricultural Produce Marketing
Board will be appointed by the
Minister of Agriculture and Lands.
The GMOA has proposed a patio-

nal he:zlth scheme for Sri Lanlka

to solve the country’s present
health preblems including the shor-
tage of doctors and overcrowding
in- hospitals—CDN.  The Minister
of Agriculture has called for the
resignation of the Chajrman and
members of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Fertilizer Corporation.
The foundation stone for the first
factory at the Investment Promo-
tion Zope at Katunayake will be
laid' by the Minister of Textile
Industries. A  National Aguatic
Resource: Management and Deve-
lopment . Authority weould be set
up by the government for a com-
prehensive and scientific explora-
tion of aquatic rasources instead
of ad hoc measures adopted ear-
lier—CDM. Leading private sector
establishments ‘are to train white
collaf. workers in the state sector
iy specialised fields under a pew
scheme now being finalised by the
governiment.  The General Coupcil
of the TULF meets tomorrow at
Vavuniya to elect its new leader.
A farmer’s insurance schems gua-
ranteeing sccial security to mil-
lions of Sri Lanka's peasantry as
well as araking in savings for deve-
lopment investment will be esta-

blished shortly—SU. Tha Minister:

of Fisheries has decided to launch
a Rs. 97 million project which will

cover the whole cost to produce-

280,000 tons of fish needed for
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the industry—LD. Rs. 10 million
have been allocated this year
to build houses for shanty dwsllers;
the Local Government Department
hopes to destroy all shantizs
in the pext five years—DM. Ousted
Home Minister Charan Singh with-
drew his resignation frem .the
ruling Janata Party national exe
cutive and . central parliamentary
board signalling an end to the
current crisis in the party leader-
ship. The French President yester-
day urged western Europe to go
ahead with the setting up of2 Euro-
pean monetary system even if
Britein declined to take part in it.
—CDM. Ministers meeting in Khar-
toum to prepare for pext week's

OAU  Summit r:turp today to
the explosive issue of Foreign
Military  intervention in Africa.

Israel’'s Defegce Minister Ezer Wei-
zman reopepned stalled Wast Asia
peace talks with Egyptian Presi-
dent in a surprise meeting in
Austria. The House of Represen-
tatives yesterday supported Presi-
dent Carter’s decision to allow
export of puclear fuel to India
even though it does pot _observe
International safeguards against nue-
lear weapon proliferation. China
has tighteped its control over the
overflow of refugees from Vietnam
inte two of its Southern Provinces
saying those returning must have
repatriation certificates from the
Chinese Embassy in Hanoi and exit

visas from Vietnamese authori-
ties—SU. _

SATURDAY, JULY I5: The
government’s objective is  to
refashion the copsumer pattern

of Sri Lankans in food on the lines
of the rice eating era as prevailed
during the time of Sinhala monar-
chies; this was said in the NSA by
the Minister of Finance yesterday
in answer to a question by an
opposition MP as to why the gov-

ernment had increased the price
of flour, fertilizer, cement and bus:
fares: - A National Youth Service-
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Force modelled on the disciplinary
lines of the armed forces will be
set up next motith to undertake
the considerable quantum of manual
work envisaged in the Accelerated
Mahaweli Scheme and other natio-
nal development schemes in the
country. A scheme to utilise
sparetime services of the GMOA
membzrship and thus ease the cur-
rent shortage of doctors was pro-
posed at a discussion the Minister
of Health had with GMOA mem-
bers. The Sri Lanka State Tracing
Corporation has set up a scheme
of assistance to encourage the
import of goods by the private
sector. The Minister. of Finance
said in the NSA yesterday that
the government wished to incul-
cate the rice eating habit because
eating wheat meant that we were
only fattening the western world.
Sri Lzapka will collaborate with
China in ap iptermediate techpo-
logical project connected with
agriculture. A High-powered
Salaries. Commission will shortly
examine the salaries apd wages
of public servants said the Mipis-
ter of Irrigation yesterday—
COM. A massive developmant
complex embracing six electorates
and 15 urbag, town and village
council areas within a radius of
about |5 miles from Colombo city
has been planned- by the govern-
ment.  Pensioners, - reciplents of

“widows and orphans pensions . zpd

their dependant children willin
future be entitled to frze railway
warrants for travel by the CGR—SU.
A large number of students identity
cards have been found in a dustbin
in Baselize Road; this raises mapy
guestions as_to ‘the fate of identity
cards—DP. ~The Buildings Material
Corporation has ‘begun - the ‘cons-
truction of three - huge factories
to manufacture cement bricks. The
Ministry. of Irrigatioy, Power and
Highways hopes- to . electrify 600
villages in: ‘the'next. five years—LD,
America's Ambassador..to' thei: UN:

0
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Andrew Young appearsd on French
television saying that Cuban and
Soviet  influence in Africa was
vastly over estimated. Britain's
ruling -Labour Party successfully
defended two parliamentary seats
in' probably the last polls before a
genaral election. President Carter
began political talks with Chap-
cellor Helmut Schmidt today op
the first full day of his state visit
to West Germany—SU. A Soviet
court yesterday sentenced dissi-
dent Alexander  Ginzburg to
eight years in labour camp or
charges of anti Soviet agitatiop
and propaganda. The US and the
Soviet Union said yesterday the
latest rourd of talks to [imit strate-
gic arms had been useful, suggest-
ing possible movement towards an
agreement—SU. The Yugoslay Par-
liament zpproved today govern-
ment's action in Ppreparing the
Yugoslay platform for the forth-
comipg non aligned ministerial
meeting in Belgrade. Eritrean
secessionists sald today Ethiopia
had launched a four pronged off-
ensive with troops, planes and
warships to recapture its strate-
gic Red Sea Province. Pressure
mounted on President Carter to-
day to fire his maverick UN Am-
bassador Andrew Young for his
public comments about political
prisoners in American jails. The
government of Bangladesh and
Burma have concluded an agree-
ment on the repatriation of Bur-
mese refugees who had crossed
over to Bangladesh during recent
months—CDN.

SUNDAY, JULY I6: The
government last week finalised a
timetable for the epactment of
a pew constitution for Sri Lanka.
Sri Lanka may export local rice to
the Maldives and Bangladesh in
return for  maldive fish and
dried fish from the Maldives and 2
variety of goods from Bapgladesh.
The General Council of the TULF
meeting in Vavuniya yesterday elec-

”L..

ted Nallur MP Mr. M, Sivasitham-

param as President of the Front.
The government has approved a
proposal made by the Trade minis-
ter to set up a statutory body
called the Sri Lanka Inventor’s
Commission to encourage the coun-
try’s inventors and assist in re-
search development and  manu-
facture of their preducts—0. Dis-
trict Ministers will be appointed
in stages but all such appcintments
will be completed within the next
two months said the President.
Negotiations have been finalised
to recruit 150 enginecers from India,
Pakistan and the Philippines under
the Mahaweli development pro-
ject said the Adviser on Economic
Affairs to the Presidept. Legis-
Iation will shortly be introduced
to set up an Energy Authority
to develop hydro and thermal
power. The government has ac-
cepted the position that the present
cost of living affected wage ear-
ners most; the three map salary
review committee will this weex
begin to go inte this matter and
recommend quick relief. Steps
are being taken to award post-
graduate medical degrees in Sri
Lanka in the major courses of
study within opne year—S1. The
government is devising a plan by
which patients who are now suf-
fering hardship to get treatment
in government hospitals, will be
able to get treatment at private
hospitals free of charge—CM. Re-
search conducted by the Leather
Corporation has revealed that with-
in the span of a sipgle year the
number of people wearing foot-
wear has increased five feld—RR.
American officials believe UN Am-

bassador Andrew Young will sur-

vive the furore of his cliam that
there might be thousands of US
political prisoners; but another such
gaffe could finish his diplomatic
career they said. Ecuador, whose

148 year old history has been stud-

ded by 2a long series ‘of military
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coups’ will remew  its search “for
political stability when the couritry *
vies tomorrow for the first time
in 10 years—50. US President
Carter called for a re-upiting of
East and VWest Germapny. Grepada
has suggested thzt this year's UN
Genera] Assembly copsider the
setting up of a UN Organisation
or department to deal with up-
identified  Flying  objects—WK.
President Carter ordered UN Am-
bassador Andrew Young to shut
up after his remark on US poli-
tical prisoners which undermined
the President's condemnation of
Soviet dissident trials this weel,
according to a sepior US Official.
The Soviet Upion today  coupled
a bitter condemnation of Scha-
ransky with a warning ‘that Presi-
dent Carter’s humap rights cam-
paign was leading towards Soviet-
American confrontation—ST. e
MONDAY, JULY [7: _ The
two iavestment promotion zZones
that are to be set up at Katupayake
and Biyagama will be ip full opera-
tion by December this year; sixty
propOSEj_«'i projects have been in-
vestigated; of these 20 have alreacy
been approsed and agreements
signed in respect of three; at pre-
sent represeptatives of 20 multi-
millionaires are in Sri Lapka ex-
ploring the possibility of investing
in the lnvestment Promotion Zone.
Sri Lanka at present Spends Rs.
Rs 4000, million en food imports; if
this amount is saved it will be pes-
sible to increase the szlaries of
public servants by 75% said Mr..
Gamini  Dissanayake  yesterday,
About 2.9 million children frem
nearly 10,000 schools throughcu:
the country would play a leading
role in the National Tree Planting
Campaign at the Village level said
the Minister of Agriculture. The
Chairman of the Central Trans-
port Board who feels that absen-
teeism is the main reason for the
disruption -~ ~of = bus  services
said that measures to minimise
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absenteeism will be introduced
socon—CDN. Trincomalee belonged
to the whole of Sri Lapka and it
would remain so in the future
said the President at the passing
out parade of the navy in Trinco-
malee.  Approximately 1.3 mil-
lion yeung men and women bet-
ween the ages of 15 and 30 were
unemployed and this was a highly
explosive situation said the Secre-
tary to the Ministry of Plan Imple-
mentation—CDM. Consclexpo has
received orders from Switzerland
for the supply of ready made shirts
and ladies garments from Sri Lanka;
100 small mapufacturers will be
picked to supply this order. The
police will today begin rounding
up all children found begging in
the streets—SU. The General
Secretary of the TULF said inp a
statement that the unity ameng
the Tamils was stropg because
there had beenno dispute over
the election of office bearers of
the TULF recently—EN. The pre-
sent system of choosing studepts
for the university may be changed
from next year; the committee
appointed to look into the upiver-
sity admission system has recom-
mended changes in the system—DM.
The Food Departmiept has poipted
out that foodstuffs imported by
Sri Lanka get speilt because they are
transported in rejected ships as they
are cheaper. The government  has
decided not to spend unnecessarily
on the celebrations of the first
anniversary of the government—
LD. The Minister of Agriculture
has said that Milk Board will have
to be closed if the production is
not increased by the end of the
year—DW. Mr. Carter gave re-
peated assurances during his stay
at Berlin that the US would main-
tain its commitment to defend
West Germany and West Berlin
against an exterpal .attack. The
Cyprus government said today it
would oppose Turkey's bid to
obtain guest status within the
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non-aligned movement — CDN.
India has reacted favourably to
Turkish inquiries about closer ties

with the npon aligned movement

Turkish Foreign Minister said yes-
terday on his returp from New
Delhi. Switzerland has sent the
Soviet government an offer to
accept all dissidents currently In
prison or on trial in the Soviet
Union—SU.

TUESDAY, JULY 18: The
Public sector performance for the
first quarter Japuary to March
this year shows that it is 50 % be-
hind the target said the Secretary
to the Ministry of Plan Implemen-
tation. Students in higher grades
can now study certain subjects in
English; this order has been made
on the recommendation
Minister of Educatiop. Sweden
has decided to give Sri Lanka 10
million pounds as straight aid this
year part of which Sri Lanka cap
use to buy essentials and urgently
neeeded ~goods from any part of
the world. Five hupdred science
teachers will be recruited for ser-
vice this year. The Armed services
and the police have made elabo-
rate arrangements to take part ip
the national tree planting campaign.
Sixty teachers who had been sus-
pended from service fer taking part
in insurgent activities have been
reinstated. The government has
indicated its concern on the mass
exodus of technically quzlified pub-
lic servants now moving into the
private sector, The Matara Campus
to be set up at a cost of Rs, [0
million is to be formally opened
on August |2—CDN. A state officer
who retires from the public ser-
vice is to be paid a provisional
pension a month after he retires
by the Department he worked
last; The Minister of Public Ad-
ministration and Home Affairs has
drawn up 2 new pension scheme
to give effect to this. The High
Court Judge of Colombo yester-
day aquitted and discharged the
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last of the accused in the Duray-
appah murder case on a unanimous
verdict of the Jury. Applications
for adoption can hercaforth be
made only to the City Magistrate—
CDM.  The former Minister of
Public Administraticp Mr.
Felix Dias Bandaranaike filed pa-
pers in the Supreme Court seekipg
a writ of certiorari to quash the
findings of the G. P. A. de Silva
Commission that probed the affairg
of the Colombo Municipal Council
against him. Consultative Com-
mittees for the Fisheries Ministry
are to be set up on a three tiered
basis—electoral, district apd natio-
nal—SU. The CID is investigating
the case where a large number of
idantity cards were foupd in a
dustbin—DP. Co-ops will for the
first time compete with boutiques
when they begin selling kerosene
oil, coconuts and firewoed. The
Minister of Education has dscided
to set up an Agricultural Univer-
sity in Anuradhapura—DW. The
Chief Mipisters of Ipdia's four
Southern states have passed a
strong resolution agaipst attempts

to impose Hindi as the official
language of South Ipdia. The co-
ordinatirg Bureau of the non--

aligned countries has accepted a
draft agenda for the forthcoming
ministerial meeting in Belgrade.-
Indian PM met the former Home
Migister Charan Singh for the
first time since he last met Mr.
Singh on June 30—CDN. Defence
Minister Weizman delivered new
Egyptian proposals to the lsraeli
Cabinet yesterday and was prompt-
ly barred from future direct con-
tacts with President Apwar Sadat,
Economic and financial  experts
from the OPEC were trying to
hammer out an agreement on ways .
of protecting their oil revenues
from the effect of the decline of
the dollar. A military style opera-
tion involving more than 500 men
led to the siezure of upto |8 tons
of marijuana the biggest drug haul
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in Capadian history according to 2
goverpment spokesman—CDM. The
seven majer industiial democra-
cies yesterday reached agreement
on a co-ordinated programme for
international econemic recovery
based op action by the US, West
Germany and Japapn. African Fore-
ign Ministers yesterday declined
to take a stand on a demapd by
Somalia for the expulsion of Cuba
from the nop-aligned movement
on the ground of its alliance with
Russia—SU.

WEDNESDAY, JULY [19: GSri
Lanka will get a pew constitution
on August 17. Fish catch in the
South has shown an unexpected
increase during the last two weeks.
The government will soon intro-
duce a scheme of incentives both
in the public and private sectors
to make the people work harder
said the Minister of Trade. The
Ceylon Bank Employees Union will
call out its entire membership to
a token strike tomorrow. The
government has decided to grant
increased relief to public servants
who die whilst in service and to
family members of deceased pen-
sioners—CDN. Tha government
would shortly appoint an Adminis-
trative Reforms Commission to
make recommendations and Suge
gestions to achieve the highest
standards of efficiency in the ad-
ministration and elimipate bottle-
necks in the administrative set up.
Unemployed prrsons’ who claim
the monthly unemployment al-
lowance of Rs. 50 would be offered
a job by the government; if they
refuse to accapt the second job
offer the allowance will be with-
drawp. Sri Lanka has requested
the Chinese government to post-
pone for early next year shipment
of a consignment of 32,000 tons
of rice scheduled for the latter
part of this year, thisis the sequence
to the bumper paddy harvest dur-
ing the season which has caused
problems of storage—CDM. The
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President last weel directed the
Minister of Trade to expedite le-
gislation for the establishment of 2
Share Market before the actual
work on the FTZ commences.
The Minister of Cultural Affairs
has set up a one man commission
of Inquiry to probe into the acti-
vities and the zlleged irregularities
of the National Museums De-
partment duripg the period 8.5.70
to 30.6.78—SU. The government
is now examining the possibilities
of grantiig jobs to children of
employees in government depart-
ments and corporations when their
parents vacate the posts—DP. The
Minister of Fisheries has said that
Rs. 90 million.in the form of fishe-
ries loans have nct been repaid—
LD. The dollar weakened all round
the world today when interpatio-
nal foreign exchange market gave
their assessement cof what had
been achieved at the Bonn econo-
mic summit. The death toll in
Mexico’s disastrous gas tanker
explosion could reach hundred or
more government investigators said.
Shops owned by Asians and West
Indians closed today in parts of
East End London in protest 2gainst
alleged racial zssaults by extremist
right wing groups—CON. East
and West negotiators are cur-
rently discussing an exchange of
prisoners, possibly including pro-
minent dissidents lately jailed in
the Soviet Union. Egyptian officiels
complained that the US and lsrael
had set their objectives to — in
West Asian Pezce talks in. England.
A Moscow court today upheld a
slander suit against too low Ameri-
can correspondents and ordered
them to publish retractions of stories
they wrote about a televised con-
fession of a Russian dissident being
jailed—SU.

+ o+ o+
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CARAVAN FAMILY—I8

On Leaving Jaftna
by Inna Trimmer

Back in their hideout under the
palmyrah, everyone voted for an
early night. Soosaimuttu had ex:
celled himself with a dinner that
was all Tamil, from the tomato
rasam, followed by an indescribable
dish called khool composed of
palmyrah root (kottekelango) flour,
prawns, seer fiish, rice, tamarind
juice and heavem alone knows
what else, to the sweet which wa
sald was payasam.

When mummie asked him what
ingredients were used he was very
vague., “‘Semolina, Sultanas and cad-
junuts, milk and sugar, flayoured
with rose water”, was his re ly.

Soon it was “lights out” in the
little camp, The townfolk were
sti]l drawing water from the great
cemented well close by when they
fell asleep lulled into dreamland
with the steady, slow creaking of
the whole palmyrah tree well-
sweep a8 it swung up and down
with the palmyrah leaf basket
that did duty for a bucket.

Next morning they broke up
camp. Tents were taken down and
everything stowed away for their
departure after lunch. A last dip
in the sea;-a last meal under the
feathery margosa tree and they
were ready to go. A last goodbye
sadly said.

“l dread this jourpey”, Sighed
mummie as she took her seat in
the laupch. But Soosaimuttu res
assured her *l have charmed the
spirit of the waves with maptarams
and he will be quiet.”

Whatever the reason the bois-
trous waves of the rough crossing
were not quite as violent as on the
day they came to Delft and as the
Sea Spray chugged along they were
even able to enjoy the ‘thirteep
miles of gea that lay batween them
and the nearest land.
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“To the right! Lonk on your
right!” called daddy.

A smell flotilla of catamarans
were approaching from the porth,
and 2as they came zlongside they
could clearly see the strange
cargo. To their amazemept it was
not only the usual crew of men
but women and children as wall,
besides dogs, fowwls and al] the para-
phernalia of household life.

“They are on their way to Delft”’,
said daddy, “to form another fish:
ing wadi. This is how they go
from place to place in r.heir nornadic
life."

“But won't they be drowned!?
Those poor little babies and child-
ren!” asked mummie.

“And the dogs!”’ broke in Varuni.
“l even saw a cat.”

* Daddy laughed. Tl tell you a
story, a perfectly true story. Some
years ago the Medical Officer of
Delft was on holiday with his wife,
in Jaffna. When the day came for
their return to the island the wind
was blowing great guns. Even the
sea spray did not dare vénture
forth in-a sea that roared death
with every mountainous wave. The
doctor was told that it would be
days before the crossing was pos-
sible. He was a man of integrity.
He counted his work, his duty
to the people opn that lonely island
aboye life itself.

“Three brave fishermen agreed
to take him aeross on their cata-

maran. His wife, as fearless as
himself, said she must accom-
pany him. Two chairs were tied

down with hawsers to the logs
of the primitive craft. The doctor
and his wife took their seats;
Lashed to the chairs with ropes
that entwined their bodies, they
sat upright, held firmly down for

otherwise they would have been
washed overboard.
They set out at dawp. A whole

day they tossed, buffeted and some-
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times submerged by a sea that was
a maelstrom, into the waves and
up again.

Late in the evening, as night
shadows were falliyg those five
intrepid mortals who braved the
elements and won, entered the
peace of Mavethurai harbour.”

The sup was barely, a hands-
breadth above the western horizon
when they finally reached the little
cove in Velanai where lason was
peacefully resting. Ayah and Simon
gave them a great welceme, “Dinper
already finished making” was
Ayah's greeting while Simon hug-
ged each child in turp.

It was good to see Jason again
in spite of the sadness of a goodbye
for ever, possibly, to Delft. Daddy
suggestad a sea bathe, so that
washed away all the heat and weari-
ness, and burden of the long day
just passed, in the warm, ‘calm
waters of the bay. Later with comfy
chairs drawn up on the beach they
discugsed future plans.

“We shall be leaving day after
tomorrow” ‘was Daddy's verdict.

“Mummie sighed: “All good
things, | suppose must come to
an end.”

“And - bad things, too,” Daddy
replied cheerily.

The whole of the last day was
spent sailing in Soosaimuttu’s Sun
Fish. With food enough for every
meal, bathing kit, a mat and cushion
for Mummie to rest op, they set
out early, explored innumerable
islands and beaches, carefree and
happy in thase last few hours of
dolce far niente.

Up betimes next morming, with
Jason all iready to leave, they packed
themsejves in and drove through
a sleeping island, to the jetty where
Soosaimuttu awaited them. Early
though it was, the roadstead was
alive with the hustle and bustla
of much coming and going.
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Farewel! Again

Everything ready, Soosaimuttu?”
asked Daddy as he jumped off the
front seat. “Ai, ai, dorai!”

“Come on down, all of you.
Here's where we dismount. You
go on Simon. Take the first ferry
and cross over and come to the
jetty at lJaffna.”

Mummie looked
and said it too.

“What are you after Richard.
How d'you think we'll get to Jaffna
if Jason leaves us here?”

For answer he pointed to a great
old dhoney blackened with age
and the elements rocking at anchor
close by.

“What do you mean?”’

‘‘Here’s our craft. This is our
transport. Come on children,
get in. We shall take the ancient
waterway to Jaffpa.”

her surprise

Too astonished for words, they
clambered over the salty, sticky
gunwale and took their seats
wherever they could find them.
Mummie found asoft and comfor-
table spot on a mound of green
leaves covered over with ap old
sacl.

“My goodness!” she said, “What
next!'"

Then Daddy got in, followed by
Soosaimuttu. The crew were al-
ready in their places. Witha mighty
push the dhoney was released

from its moorings. Cumbrpusly
it moved forward as if lazy
to leave its resting place. Then

the great brown, weather-beaten
sail was hoisted. The wind filled
it and away went the old ship like a
gigantic  butterfly with  wings
out-spread, skimming over the
water as If feather light.

They peassed the Sun Fish beached
upder a palm.

“Goodbye Sun Fish’, shouted
Ranjit. “Thank you for the fup and
pleasures you gave us.'

But mummie was silent. Words
had failed her.
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‘ taip that BMICH outside

George Marzipen -4

“Ha! you,” shouted Daddy.
“Where are your thoughts? Kandy-
Ganipolal’’. This was one of his
specialities for day dreaming.
“Take your last look at Velanai
island, helding the horizon on the
right’". i

So close to its shores were they
sailing that they could see the
islanders at their morning ablu-
tions, the children at play in the
early suplight, = little thatched
houses with clean swept compounds,
tobacco gardens, green and flourish-
ing all the little intimacies of the
flower of the WNorthern Islands—
Velanai.

o o 0

FOLK TALES OF THE
PUBLIC SERVICE—4

George Marzipan

by Glucorasa

It was a Fublic Holiday—a day
all workers look forward to. In
fact there are more people in their
offices and work places on public
holidays than on working days.
You will ask me why it should be
so. Well, my dear friends, there
is only one reason. On public holi-
days, our government pays double
overtime to those who are wise
enough to get to their work places.
This was one such day. But |
was not going to my office. | was
wandering aimlessly alohg the main
roads cof the City of Colombo,
which incidentally are looking nicer
each day and cleaper too. 1 suddenly
thought | should have a closer look
at the BMICH. ! had been ipside
onge, but in the rush and melee
I could not see much of it's beauty
outside. You see, very often we
are misled by external appezarances,
so that | wanted to be quite cer-
is just
as pice as it is inside. | jumped
on to ope of the CTB wrecks that
came athg. travelling on the foot-
poard, Can you imagine, | was
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helped opn to this position by cne
of the guafd’ians of the law himself!
Perched precariously, | was zalso
frightened that | could drop off
any time—but this guardian of the
law assured me that if | fell, he
would follow me, even to Kanatte—
he of course did not say whether
dead or zalive.

Some one rang the bell furiously
and the bus stopped. | jumped
off, thanked the guardian of the
law, and made sure that he had
not picked my pocket. Thus re-
assured, | walked across to a van-
tage point from which to view the
majestic building. It was a kind
morning. The sup was mercifully
shielded by a heavy bank of clougs.
| locked around, forgetting for the
nonce thet all workers will be in
their work places on this Public
Holiday. | saw a solitary figure
seated under the tree, looking up
intently at the same building |
had myself come to see. He had a
Yashica slun ground his neck, From
tha distance, | thought it could
be ope of our doctors with their
stethescope round their necks. The
lesser known of this tribe usually
do this—hoping it would impress
others. MNo. It was my friend
George Marzipan. He was absorbed
so much that | thought that he
was praying. | never disturb any
one thus seeking communion with
God. | remained at a respectable
distance. George Mrazipan, turned
round apnd saw me.

“Good morning Sir, | am so very
glad to see you.”

“Forgive me Marzipan if | had
disturbed you from your medi-
tations'.

“You did pot. | came along
today after signing the attendance
register to have a closer look at
the BMICH. 1 will gt my double
pay alright, provided | sign off
at 4.15 pm."”

“Then Marzipan, you and | are
on the same wavelength! | came
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to see this building myself. What
is it round your neck Georgel”

“Its a Yashica.” '

“Wonderful. Can you take a
shot of me with the BMICH as a
background please! | can then
post prints to my friends, instead
of buying X'mas cards.”

Marzipan came close to me.
Not kpnowing his intentions, | bac-
ked. | could back no further, be-
cause | had reached the wall and
the sentry was getting a little sus-
picious of me.

George whispered ‘‘Sir, there
is no film inside. In fact, | pinched
it off a tourist after getting him
drupk on Kassippu. | usually take
it with me, just to impress people .”

“Splendid George, splendid. |
am proud to be your friend. Next
time | have an invitation to attend
a Seminar, you should loan it to
me Marzipan. And pray, why have
you not been to see me for some
time. | tried to get you at 12345,
but no one seemed to know where
you were.”

“Well Sir, | was recently packed
off to that Corporation, because
my boss thought | was not earning
my salary. | find it is very humi-
liating. | am going to sse the Minis-
ter with the entire Committee
of Management and demand that |
be restored to my legitimate place.
After all Government has accep-
ted that Union officials should not
be transferred. Am | correct?”

“1 confess | am not aware of the
intricacies of Upion management.
You should know better. Any-
way | insist that you shuold see the
Minister and get back. | wish you
all Tuck.”

Marzipan seemed to be in 2 pen-
sive mood today. Obviously the
transfer had affected him rather
severely. '“George, you look so
different today. Why?"”

“l am
“George,

emotionally disturbed.”
do not take life so
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seriously. You have taken your
trapsfer very badly. You see George
never take yourself seriously. Mal-
colm Muggeridge once said ‘i
on judgement day, | was confronted
with God apnd | found that God
took himself seriously. 1 would
ask to be sent to that other place.’
So cheer up and tell me what have
you been doing with yoursalf these
days'’.

“I was at Meth Medura last weak'".

“Yes—l kpow that place too.
| have been there myself.”

“Good—then we are again on
the same wavelength! What im-
pressed me most was that, what
all religions teach is being prac-
tised there. Its an oasis in a world
of hate, violence, jealousy apnd
what not we find all around us.
You feel spiritually uplifted. Do
you agreel” “Yes | do, completely”
I said.

“Go on George, please” | urged
him.

“I was reminded of that famous
prayer of St. Francis of Assisi which
many people frame and hang up
on their walls for others to see,
but never practice. In Meth Medura
it Is practised—at least everyope
endeavours to do so. In the pre-
sence of the people working there
and participating in their activi-
ties, | felt so unworthy to call my-
self 2 humap being™. At this stage
George pulled out his note book.
He turned over the pages.

“Have you heard of Leon Uris.”
“Yes, | have. In fact | have read
most of his books” | sald. "Listen
Sir, what Uris has written in
QBVIl. 1 copied it down because
it moved me deeply. You won't
believe it, after reading that passage,
| kept away from all work for one
week to contemplate upon what
Uris had said” *“But, Marzipan,
you are always away from work”.
“Forgive me, | am quite serious,
now. Please listen® This is what
| have copied.”
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Geerge rose, held out his note
book, and started reading “There
is a moment in-human experience
when one's life po longer makes
sense when it is directed to the
mutilation and destruction of fel-
low man. There is a demarcation
line of morality beyond which no
man can cross and still ciaim mem-
bership in the human race.”

We were both silent. | had read
this myself earlier and was surprised
that the light hearted Union man,
George Marzipan, could be affec-
ted by such noble thoughts.

“Marzipan, did I not tell you that
| am proud to be your friend. So
many people want immorality, but
none of them know what to do on
& Supday afternoon. Why can't
they get out of their homes and
spend a little time with the dep-
rived, with those who do not know
what it is to have even a decent
meal. We should all Tlearp,
George, to light candles and pot
curse the darkness. | have beep
to some places close by, where
the people live in the sludge and
slime of poverty. It is time that
something meaningful is done for
fellow man. Meth Medura is doing
precisely that, Mrazipan. And | am
so happy you spent some time there
and temporarily at least took leave
of your Union problems.”

“l have already written to the
Saryodaya Shramadana Sangamaya,
whose headquarters is Meth Medura,
that in my retirement | would be
a voluntary worker. | just cap-
not give up employment right now
because of my family responsi-
bilities. | have sired 8 children and
| must provide for them.”

“Good—that is why you also
thought of the Seminar on Family
Planning."” | said lightly, because
the talk was disturbing, and both
of us felt that we were looking
into a2 mirror and recognising our
own infirmities and ostentation in
a world of want and squalor.
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éeorge Merzipan -4

~‘Yes, you are right, but | had
thought of Family Planning long
before | went to Meth Medura.
| shall call over at your office to
discuss this matter further. | have
made some headway—but this trans-
fer to the Corporation of the Up-
employed has upset the applecart.
It would have been better if it
had been styled Corporation of
the Underemployed,  Anyway,
| shall be seeing the Minister and
all should be well. The politician
a3 much easier to deal with than
the bursauerat. | am absolutely
certain the Minister will give me
and my Committee of Manage-
ment a very patient hearing and
order my transfer back to where
! belong.” said George. “I, agree,
George, see the Minister soon,
very soon, and let me know what
happened. | will be ready with
your cuppa—if necessary, with ade-
quate notice, | will be happy to
entertain anyone else whom you
care to bring along.” We parted.

- -
BOOK REVIEWS

© Tipu Sultan Of
~ Mysore

History writing in modern times
has assumed a highly technical
and professional character that it
has become the preserve of a
small coterie of men. The history
that is presented in such works
does not retain the fire of the
past; it only shows the ashes of
the past. Such writings have there-
fore left a great mass ,of people
who are yearning for a proper
understanding and kpowledge of
history beyond the periphery.

Viewed from the standpoint of
historians their task is also condi-
tioned by several factors, fore-
most amongst them being the

16

g



&

 time

‘Tipu Sultan hag

On Wr:'t.fng History

nen-availabilify of Source materials
in any one place, lack of acquintance
with foreign languages in which
source materials were written, time
factor and finally the financial re-
sources that they caii command to
complete their research. The
absence of apyone of these facili-
ties perforce makes historians to
rely on published materials apd
sources that are easily available
in popular libraries and archives.
These in turn have a pernicious
influence on the writers who some-
times carry the prejudices and dis-
tortions of their original and secop-
dary sources into their own wri-
tings. This appears to be the rule
and not the exception of the his-
tiogaphy of the British period of
Indian history.  As the English
pioneered the writing of moderp
Indian history and were in a posi-
tion to “flood the book market ",
with their own history books,
the true image of several Indiap
kings have been lost to posterity.
Itis only in recent times that Indians
started writing history from their
point of view and this writing also
appears to suffer from post-inde-
pendence euphoria. The pendulum
has swung to the other side and it
will take sometime before it comes
to the centre. This is also true of
many other South Asian countries
including Sri Lanka. Until such
they achieve political apd
economic stability they are bound
to hark back on the colonial past
which will certainly colour their
vision and perception.

While "Britain today remermbers
its recent empire, the largest in
history, with more bewilderment
than regret”. India which was the

back-bone of that Empire re-
members its past with disgust
and regret. The popular image

created and portayed by historians
about Indian kings, especially of
inflicted severe
strains on the recent Indian history.
His picture was that of a ferocious
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and blood thirsty tyrant that the
English mothers scared their nau-
ghty children with his name. The
valiant and heroic defence orga-
nised and led by Hyder Aliand his
son Tipu Suftan to maiptaln the
independence of the Kingdom of
Mysore, in the midst of threats
from Maratha Peshawar and Nizams,
and in the face of veteran British
generals of the American War of
Independence (Lord Corpwallis who
became the governor-general
in 1786 was the general who sur-
rendered Yorktown to the forces
of American war of Independence)
and future Duke of Wellington
(Arthur Wellesley) and the sea-
soned fighters like the Regiment
de Meuron, had received only
scant attention. This is the essence
of the subject matter of Tipu
Sultan.

The book is presented in the
form of a historical novel as the
author felt that history will be a
“poor medium to recapture in our
imagination all that Tipu had lived
and died for”. An additional rea-
son being that it must be viewed
by a larger audience. However,
this reader feels that author’s
statements are misleading. Be-
cause his book is ninety percent
history and only ten percent novel
and the book has more claims to
be treated as a book of history
than a novel.

The author appears to have
spent nearly thirteen years in col-
lecting materials for his work and
had practically consulted all that
is available on the subject. In his
voyage of discovery or treasure
hunt as he would prefer to have it,
he has visited mapny institutions
and collected materials in the libra-
riesand archives of India, England,
Scotland and France. He has ob-
tained Dutch records, Offoman
archives and Iranian papers relat-
ing to Tipu Sultan. Of these the
author makes special mention of
the Archives Nationale and Bibilio-
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theque Nationale and Archives due
Ministere dez  Affaires Etrangeres
which  yielded some of the most
valuable papers and documents.
Such an array of source materials
themselves speak for the quality
of the work, Having lzboured
for so long only the author realises
the enormeus task that cenfronts
a historian, and comes to his de-
fense much against his own pre-
judices. "Often | had wondered
why Indian authors had failed to
come forward to correct many
distortions and contradictions plan-
ted in our history by hostile, moti-
vated or misguided commenta-
tors. Now | came to realize that
the cost, effort and time that it
takes is normally far beyond the
resources of individual authors—
howsoever dedicated—and until
Someope comes up with a proper,
rational scheme, our history will
hold neither truth, ner inspiration
for the coming generations. The task
of correctly representing our his-
tory, | appreciate is colossal, but
thep all the more reason for begip-
ning earlier than late or never.”

The book contains seventy seven
chapters and divided into five main
parts. The chapter division is not
always perfect and in certain ins-
tances 2 page is devoted for a chap-
ter. The first four parts deals with
the establishment of Hyder Ali's
rule in Mysore to the accession of
his son Tipu Sultan. Part five which
is exclugively devoted to Tipu
Sultan covers more than ope half
of the book.

The first four parts provides the
necessary backgreund to Tipu Sul-
tan's rule. Nevertheless it is im-
portant in that it throws insight
into the political set up of Mysore
and circumstances upder which
Hyder Ali came to assume full
control of the State. It gives life
to the popular view that Hyder
Ali was usurper who super-imposed
muslim rule over Mysore. Few
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psople are awars that the Hindu
Maharajahs of Mysore had already
resigned the administration of this
¥ingdom to two brothers—Deoraj
and Napjeraj—Chief Ministers
of the Kingdom and it was with
the blessing of Nanjeraj that Hyder
Ali was able to climb up the ladder.
If not for the timzly intervention
of Hyder Ali, Mysore State would
have been dismembered by the
Marathas, Nizam and English. Even
upder Hyder Ali and later upder
Tipu Sultan, it was the Hindus
like Puranja and Krishna Rae, es-
pecially the former were the cop-
fidantes and men behipd the throne
of Mysore. The establishment of Hy-
der Ali's dynasty was no mitre alien
than the enthronement of Nayak-
kar dynasty in Kandy (Sri Lanka).
It should be admitted that the
author in his anxiety to jump to
the reign of Tipu Sultan had not
made it clear that Hyder Ali had
better claims to rule Mysore as
an Indian that apy other foreigner,

Part five covers the reign of Tipu
Sultan from 1783-1799. Tipu Sul-
tan had already become a formidable
foe to reckon with apd the
English after the death of Hyder
Ali intensified their campaign aga-
inst Tipu and met with several
reverses. There were also other
reasons for escalating the cam-
paigns. The British have lost their
hold in America (1783) (an event
many will be surprised to know
Tipu himself celebrated with a
salute of 108 guns p. 208.) and was
bent on building up another in
India to compensate for what they
have lost. In the eye of the British,
Mysore seemed a centre of apti-
British intrigue which might cul-
minate in alliances from Cape Como
rin to Afghanistan. And of course
there was the traditional French
connection with Mysore.

None of the wars in which English
confronted Tipu could be said to
have been precipitated by him.
But still myth lingers on that it
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was Tipu's approzches to Napoleap
and the French Geperal Malartic
in the Isle of France {Mauritius)
that caused ths final rupture and
fall of Mysore. Mapeleznn's reply
to Tipu had never reached his.
hand. In the latter case, Tipu sent
only a commercial delegation to
the Isle of France. Readers are
told that before this delegation
could reach Port Louis, Lord
Wellesley's agent Coll Agpew had
gone and obtained a proniise from
French general to implicate the
delegation in a military alliance.
Having got the promise from the
French Geperal in 1798, Lord
Wellesley used this as an excuse
in 1799, nearly an year after to
wage a war against Tipu. The me-
tive was pot far to seek. The fall
of Tipu was hailed by the British
historian apnd fooled the people
to believe that what was restored
was the Hindu rule over the State
of Mysore, in the same way Bron-
rigg got rid of Sri Vikrama Raja-
singhe of Kandy and justified his
action by the Kapdyan Convention
of 1815. Both these kingdoms fell
prey to the British largely due to
internal dissensions and treachery
of its generals apd chiefs. Nowhere
one sees strong parallels as in the
case of Tipu Sultap and Sri Vikrama
Rajasinghe. Of course in the latter
case there was pno Semblance of
the restoration of anything tradi-

tional. The historians who con-
tributed to Cambridge Moderp
History vol. IX and Cambridge

History of India Vol. V still per-
petuate the theory that the Bri-
tish resorted Hindu Rule in Mysore
by getting rid of Tipu a Muslim
who took ‘'delight to enforce on
his subjects and his vanquished
foes the honour of Islam. Sir John
A. R. Marnet the historian of
Imperial Britain condones the ac-
tiops of Lord Wellesley and refuses
to accept the historians verdict on
the whole proceedings leading to
the fall of Mysore as mere burlesque.
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On Wrlting History

Chapters 42 and 45 are the best
pleces in ‘this part of the book.
They help to study the administra-
tive ability of Sultapn. He had" his
eyes and ears in the social, econo-
mic and religios problems of the
siate. The proclamations, decrees
and notes of addresses made by
Tipu, as given in Chapter 45 show
that even minute problems enga-
ged his attention. [t was ap ac-
cepted principle in those days that
victors had the right to loot and
plunder the vanquished but not
Tipu. '"Looting” he said, "a con-
quered enemy enriches a few,
impoverishes the npation and dis-
honours the entire army. YWars must
be linked to battle fields. Do not
carry it to innocent civilians. How-
ever their women, respect their
religions and protect their children
and infirm” (p. 221). in a circular
to his Amilders he impressed upen
them that agriculture was the life
blood of the nation and it should
be encouraged at every instapce
with governmental assistance. He
advocated that peasants should be
given each advances to buy their
ploughs, tax concessions to all
those who engaged themselees in
the cultivation of nop-traditional
crops like sugar cane, betel and
coconut and enccuraged the plap-
ting of mangoe trees and alike. He
took sDecial care to protect the
wanton destruction of teak, sandal
and other useful timber (p. 228)
prohibited the distilling and vendo-
ring lizuor for local consumption.
Licences were allowed for sale of
liquor to foreigners oanly (p. 225)
on the most sensitive issue of reli-
gion, much against the advise of a
foreign Mulayi Tipu like his father
Hyder Ali wasnot a religicus bigot,
He was a patron of Sri Ranganatha
temple which was situated within
the fort of Seringapatam. The author
has made every attempt to show
that his religious angd social policy
was governed by the early religions
training be received from his Mulavi
and Brahmin teachers, and more
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recently acquired through the
liberature he obtained from France.

Such a’ rehabllitation is also
necessary in the case of Sri Vikrama=
Rajasinghe of Kandyan Kingdom.
For a long time now scholars have
depended on the folklore, and the
documents drafted by Brownrigg
and P'Oyly as the best source
materfal for the study of the last
king of Kandy. However, recent
researcheseappears to have taken
the right turp’ to epthrone Sri
Vikrima Rajasinghe The themes
developed in the two recent artic-
les, 'The Sinhala-Buddhist ldentity
and the Nayakka Dynasty in the
Politics of the Kingdom of Kandy,
1739-1815" — K. N. O. Dharmadasa
and “The Alien King MNaylkar on
the throne of Kandy — H. L. Sene-
viratpe (The Cevion Journal of His-
torical apnd social studies new
Series Yol. vi- MNo. I) if carried to
their  copclusions will go a lopg
way to place the image of Sri
Vikrama Rzjasinghe in correct pers
pective much to the charging of the
histerians who followed Brownrigg
and D'Oyly and other English
writars.

The book contains enough mate-
rial to stimulate further research
and students of history will certainly
find the book useful for their study,
through it is presented in a
“novel’’ form.

K. Arumainayagam
16-7-78 :

#* * *

© Jeronis Pieris

Michael Roberts Facets of Modern
Ceylon History through the Letters
of Jeronis Pieriz, Colombo, Hansa

Publications, Ltd. 1975, pp ii, 108,

16 plates, 2 charts, map —Rs. 25.00

Traditional servitors of the
Muse Clio have trod for the most
part the straight and narrow path

of documentary rectitude in their:

attempt to chart the changing

19

tides of history. In recent times
this  time-honoured path  has
been criss-crossed by a npew
wave of techpiques which use tools
from sociology, economics, demo-
graphy, political sciencs, anthro-
pology and law to fashion ever new
forms of historical writing, 2s well
as leanipg increasingly on hitherto
neglected documentary sources
from various strata of the evolving
socio-political frame. Since Dr.
Michael Roberts, one of the most
distinguished of ths new genera-
tion of Sri Lankan historians has
shown zlready, both in hiz publ-
ished  work, that he re-
cognises  the significance  of
this multidisciplinary and more
expansive way in which the study
of history should proceed, cne
takes up Facets of Modern Ceylon
history through the letters of feronis
Pieriz with great expectations. But
what emerges from the delayed
entrance of the twenty three paltry
and lightweight letters of 2 God-
fearing young Low-Country Sin-
halese arrack renter in Kandyan
territory in the middle of the
niineteenth century sadly belies the
scope and dimensions of what
the stage-setting title promises.

Jeronis Pieris does not stand
out as a particularly distinguished
dummy, despite ali Dr. Roberts’
strenuous and elaborate window-
dressing, on which to drape the
various ‘facets’ of the ecenomic
and social history of the period,
and the earnestly debated, though
sometimes copntroversial and spe-
culative, theses which form the
meat of the book have little, if
any, relevance or substantial link
toe the meagre and fragmentary
personal trivia which domipate the
Moratuwa born trader and poten-
tial plantation  owner’s episties
between 1853 and 1856. The author
however places a very high value
indeed on these “upique” letters
to underpin his main arguments
and to insure his more impetuous
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speculations, and the grand de-
sign Is thus spelled out in hig Pre-
face: “The main object in repro-
ducing these letters has been that
of making them more widely avai-
lable to schelars and of providing
interested laymen with some in-
sights into developments in  mid-
nineteenth century Ceylon.' At
the same time, | have used the
information apd the insights sup-
plied by the letters to illumine
certain facets of nineteenth cep-
tury Ceyloness history by deve-
loping some of my own findings
and theories. In brief, the letters
have been variously used—at times
as a point of departure for the
investigation of various subjects
on which they throw some light,
and at other times as a copvepient
show-case in which to display con-
clusions fashioned .for the most
part of other evidence.” These
letters merit some examination,
therefore, for ‘“the several insights
they afford” in the editor’s words.

Hannadige Jleronis Pieris was
stationed in Kapdy at the age of
24 in a managerial capacity by the
two De Soysa brothers to plant
their properties in Hanguranketa,
Haragama and Kadugannawa and
farm their arrack rents. The 23
extant letters exhibited date oply
from 30th October 1853 to |2
June 1856, as his scriptoral talents
apparently faded three days before
his 27th birthday, or were supers-
seded by greater demands on his
hard-pressed time when he married
Caroline Francisca Soysa on i3th
December [85¢6. This is a great
pity 25 he went on before he died
in his 66th year in 1894 to display
considerable commercial panache and
had become one of the most affluent

Ceylonese . entrepreneurs - apd
property owners amassing, over
6,500 acres in coffee, cocoput,
tea, rubber and cinpamon. His
personal  correspondence  after

the age of 27 in the perspective
of his voracious capitalistic forays
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would, perhaps, have provided more
grist for Dr. Robert’s mill and a
greater justification for the pat-
tern of his book. No explanation
for this curious blank is offered
however. Their absence or dis-
appearance is all the more strange
as during the brief period of his
early letters he laid great store
by personal correspondence and
advised C. H. de Soysa in his se-
cond letter (Nov. 24, 1853): “I
suppose you will find a safe place
for my letters in your box—pre-
serve them—as | do take much
care of yours—They might be of
use to us some time after.” (p.63).
He was also in the habit of making
rubbings of all the letters he wrote
from Kandy on an Indian ink press-
copyirig machine, and it is not in
fact the originals of the 23 letters
“in a continuous series’ that have
sutvived, but the copies reproduced
on “water-thin tissue paper”
which Dr. Roberts edits for his
purposes. Even in these extant
versions portiops are torn, omit-
ted, ooliterated or indecipherzble,
and repeated readings of them only
reinforce the impression of an
inconsequence and flatness which
the humdrum apd artificial style
does pothing to relieve. Since
the decision to “edit and publish
these letters was influenced by
the hope that it would prod owners
of similar documents into reveal-
ing their existence, it is to be
wished that this subsidiary aim will
be achieved in significant fashion.

Of the mixed bag of 23 letters,
7 each are to two schoolboys,
Charles Henry de Soysa (his 17-
year old nephew-in-law) and Louis
Pieris (his 13 year old brother)
‘and contain an amalgam of domestic
trivia, and personal title-tattle, ex-
hortations to Louis to strive to
cultivate his English and attend
to his studies, confessions as to his
own literary tastes which depen-
ded greatly on a diet of Samuel
Johnson and Joseph Addison, and
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stray comments on the scene arc-
und him as he commuted between
Hanguranketa and the Arrack
Godown in Kandy. Flights of any
sort of emotion are rare—on view-
ing ‘“the odoriferous snow-like
blossoms of the coffee-trees”,
chastising the marital mores of
the ‘barbarous” Kandyans, an
unaccustomed sortie on foot in
the mountainous jupgle of a coffee
estate when their guide “endea-
voured to hurt” a frightened deer
appropriately epough “with his bill
hook’" (sic) and in the final letter
to a Mr. W. H. Wright where
Jeronis's christian sentiments
well over with some freedom.
A brief letter to a Mr. Georgs
Pride, a wealthy British planter
in Upper Hewaheta, reveals the
correct Oriental obsequiousness
which was a sure passport to fame
and fortune, and the rest are com=
monplace notes to S. C. Perera,
Simon Perera and Marcellus Perera
in Colombo and lohapnes Salgado
in Moratuwa, One cannot help
remarking that despite the obvious
pains he took to cultivate his own
English and his copnstant admoni-
tions to his brother to watch his
grammar apnd “spell your words
correctly” he was not the most
exemplary of instructions (“middle”
for medal being the worst faux
pas in the spelling line) and on one
occasion even spelled his brother’s
name as “‘Lewis". The odd man
out in the collection is the last
and unnumbered letter written
in Sinhalese from London to his
sister and mother over 21 years
after his last letter in English, of
which an English trapslation is
also provided. The passage of time
and good fortune certainly did
nothing to improve either his
powers of observation or his style.
As a facimile of the first of his
English letters s provided, one
wishes that the only specimen of
his Sinhala hand would have simi-
larly been available for inspection.
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On Writing History

These thepn are the rare material
(“a-unique historical source’) which
the editor exploits and builds
upon to epnhance his major contri-
bution as the author in the first
part of the book, consisting of
57 pages.

It is in the seven chapters of this
section that Dr. Roberts sets out
to furnish the reader with the
results of his painstaking resear-
ches into certain ‘facets’ of the en-
counter between the colenizl pre-
sence and the native upper class
on the make. The foundations of
social dominance within the indi-
genous society and the processes of
social change and elite formation,
the entrepreneurial spirit of the
new merchant class, the spread of
Western education and the accom-
panying Anglicisation, the ero-
sion of traditional customs, values
and attitudes among the indege-
nous elites, and their role as props
for the colonial power structure,
the events leading to the Kandyan
Marriage Ordinance of 185%, the
conflict between the demands of
the coffee plantations and the claims
to village land, and the eifects of
the intrusion of a large-scale plan-
tation economy on the traditiopal
rural community and its cattle and
buffalo population in the Kapndyan
highlands are the main strands in
the story. These aspects are sand-
wiched between an opening assess-
ment of the various kinds of source
material available to the historian
of 19th century Sri Lanka, and a
brief epilogue in which some views
on the current state apnd future
directions of historiography in the
British period are advanced.

The author lays bare with his
customary deftness ‘and versa-
tility the origins and evolution of
the comprador bourgeois class dur-
ing this period through the accu-
mulation of capital from goverp-
ment perquisites and salaries, and
through primary trading ventures

20
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and the farming of arrack and toddy
rents. In imitation, later, of their
British masters, they opened co-
conut and rubber plantations apd
began profitable enterprises as mer-
chants. “‘The pew class and urban
life developed together, and sur-
plus wealth and the new plantation
technology began to assault and
corrode the traditional feudal st-
ructure and its agrarian ecopomy,
while the rising spirit of com-
merce and the concomitant aggran-
disement, infected by ap zggressive
Christianity, gradually infiltrated
extensive regions of social life-
and metamorphosed deeply per-
sonal ties and Eastern values and
perceptions into commercial bonds.
Throughout his analysis of this
process which began well before
the middle of the nineteenth cen-
tury and continued strongly into
the twentieth, Dr. Roberts weaves
the family saga of the Hapnadige
Pierises and the Wasusahannadige
de Soysa, stalwarts of this early
Low Couptry phase of Sinhalese
capitalism, the ideology of the
movement being succinctly expres-
sed in James Pieries's paean before
the Ceylon Social Reform Society
General Meeting on 1l Januay
1908; “Most of us are planters.
Our interests are in many respects
identical with those of the plan-
ters. [t is true that many of them
have shown us the way and they
deserve the credit for having bro-
ught capital into the country znd
shown us' the path along which we
may all win prosperity. We have
followed in their footsteps and our
interests are now the same: The
interests of the Ceylonese plan-
ters are identical with those of
the European planters.” (Cevicn
National Review, MNo. & Feb. 1908
p.163).

Dr. Robert’s most controversial
chapters are five and six in which
he  tries to suggest respectively
that the expansion of the coffee
plantations was not at the ex-

il

pense of forest, chena and pasture
land essential to the Kapdyan vil-
lage ecology, and that the deve-
lopment of plantation properties
and the Crown Lands Encroach-
ment legislation were not specially
injurious, to traditional practice
and the cattle and buffale popu-
lation. In both lines of inquiry
highly selective data and peri-
pheral evidenice are used to but-
tress tentative arguments, and in
the latter “veritable gems of ip-
formation’’ from one single letter
of Jeropis to his by then 14 year
old brother (No. 12) are relied
upon to shed doubton the status
of the draught animal in the high-
land village economy before the
middle of the 19th century. These
are mined from a random obser-
vation: “The agriculture of these
mountain-like paddy fields, if |
may so call them, is not copducted
by the bullock, ner the muddy
parts by the buffalo, but are tilled
all over by the hoe—differently
shaped from that in use among
us; axceptin a few instances when
the fields are situated between
hills or two ranges of hills and con-
sequently sufficiently level to
be worked on by the buffalo, |
have pever seen them use bul-
locks in ploughing.”” These chance
remarks on a mode of Upcountry
paddy cultivation following on the
usual pleas to Louis to better his
English style are seized upon by
Dr. Roberts to lend wings to his
particular hobby horse that the
buffalo was not an integral part
of the Kandyan village economy
before the thirst for coffee and tha
Crown lands ‘epclosure’ move-
ment began to make inroads into
the warp and woof of rural society.
Jercnis was writing about “‘the
paddy lands round about Kandy”,
and he was naturally familiar with
these in the mountainous Hangu-
rapketa district in which the most
intricate tracery and terraced fields,
perhaps anywhere fa the hill coup-
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try, as in other places, is to be
found, and where neither the
buffalo nor the bullock can be
put to much use. In this, asin other
places, the author tends to ignore
more basic facts of regional pecu-
liarities in the vast 2xtent of land
comprising the highlands of Sri
Lanka, apnd also fails to appreciate
or even recognise the existence
of many variables in the techno-

logical, socio-cultural znd eco-
nomic spheres.  His knowledge
of taditional agricultural prac-

tices is also open to question.
Similarly the scorched earth policy
in  Uva-Wellassa  and  murpain
are not sufficiently tenable hy-
potheses for the diminution of
the cattle population. He confines
nis attention in the main to the
restricted period of the coffee
boom, and tends to advance and
apply these to a much broader
period. He will have to produce
more trenchant and consistent evi-
dence if he is to Sustain his line
that traditional land use apd vil-
lage community Structures were
little affected by the encroach-
ment of coffee, tea, rubber and
coconut over a long period of time
as well as to dispute the yiew that,
although  expropriation upder
the Waste Lands Ordinance may
not have been done en masse, a
great deal of village land chapged
hands in various ways in the cli-
mate of uncertainty, and even
panic, provoked by official lapd
policy, as well as the prevailing
land rush. It is not possible in the
space of a brief review to taks
up all the glack in the author's
presentation, but bis claim for the
acceptability of other sorts of his-
torical source material is far from
convincingly enough asserted in
the course of the present inves-
tigation.

A most opulent and eloquent.
facet in the book is the serieg of
sixteen plates interspersed at ip-
tervals through the text which
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afford a fascipating glimpse inte
the splendidly upholstered milieu
of the new commercial elite spaw-
ned by British modes of mercaptile
activity. © This album of family pho-
tographs is a veritable portrait
gallery of bourgecis Anglophilic
prototypes. of a vauished era in
which the congealing arts of the
studio photographer froze for ail
time, in the proper victorian at-
titudes of arch primness and star-

ched ponﬁposity, the  strictly
tailored lineaments of an “aris-
tocracy’ epvisaged in  Thomas

Babington Maucalay's historic “Mi-
nute” of 2 February 1835; “a class
of people who can act as ipter-
mediaries between us and the
rillions we govarn; English in
taste, in opinions, in morals, and
intellect.”” Hannadige Jeronis Pieris
and  his kinsmen appear studious
exponents of the life-style of that
alienated native bourgecisie which
the British created, nourished and
later exploited for their own sur-
vival even up to the present day. As
a late twentieth century “show-
case’’ for nineteenth century an-
cestral blooms, Dr. Roberts does
both families proud in his book.

Further valuable components are.

two genealogical charts of the
Pieris and de Soysa clans, a map
of | the Hangl,.ranketa-Kand'y-
Kadugapnawa localities, a list of
leronis Pieris's cash crop plantation
properties, and a trapslation of a
petition persented by some Kandyan
chiefs  «calling for
their marriage customs in late
1858. There are also 2 bibiliography
of works cited and a very ful ana
hal.ful index. A major and pro-
minent feature of the text is the
impressive cavalcade of footnotes

vwiich march across substantial areas:

of each page and literally dazzle
the reader with the meticulous
pageantry of the researcher’s art,

besides offering a rich perahara of

elitist Ceylonese names, and what
another reviewer has ~'described
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_ Kandyan rural structure.

reform of

as “Senior Common Roem [ erso-
nalities.” The main Preface dated
“lune 1970" has two subsidiary
postscripts dated lapuary 1973 and
“October 1974" explaining delays
in publication, and there is a nota
on “Spelling”’. Tha book is well
printed and bound in cloth boards
with a fetching dust jacket from
which the wvenerable, though kind-
ly visage of the biographee confropts
us in blown-up sepia-tone, and is
exceedingly good value at 25

rupees.
Despite its shortcomings, Dr
Robert’s work s an important

contribution to continuing studies
on the historiography of the colo-
nial relationship in ninetesnth
century Sri Lanka, and serves as ap
impressive  case-study of the
British civilising mission'. He
throws out stimulating <lues apd
supplies provocative leads into re-
assessing and evaluating the cul-
tural factors in Victorian impe-
rialism and the land policies of the
British raj as they affected the
But it
is doubtful whether the life and
letters of leropnis Pieris on the
view in the book, despite his cp-
viropment being
tically and with much adroitness
and resource, were really werth
focussing upon in the context of
his time. In the hope that Dr-
Roberts has cut his teeth in an ab-
sorbing new historical vein with
this spirited exercise, one awaits
his further ventures into elite
formation processes and the idec-
logy and politics of nationalism
in the British period with a greatly
sharpened interest.

H. A. L. Gunatilleke
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appraised synop- .

Singing fish
IS [T STILL A MYSTERY ?
Singing Fish Of

Batticaloa

K, Kanapathipillai B.A., FR.G.S.

Apy Foreigner paying a visit
to-Sri Lanka should pot fail to see
for himself the Eastern coast of
Ceylon with its costal ligoons,
bays, inlets and river valleys, frin-
ged as it js at certain spots with
coral reefs, mapgrove swamps, vast
stretches of paddy fields and co-
coput groves. A visitor to this
lovely home of the Tamils and the
Muslims, Portugusse  Burghers
and the Sinhalese, will be amply
rewarded by the presence of some
rare subjects for deep study and
careful investigation and research.
Tradition has it that this is the
original home of the oldest race of
people of whom this Island may
justly be said to be their homa.
The Veddahs and the Kuravar have
been inhabiting this land from time
immermorial and a very rare phe-
nomapon of npature, the Singing
Fish of Batticaloa is to be found hera.

The coastal back-water, called
the Batticaloa -lagoon, stretches
from MNorth to South and in one-
inch topo-sheet, resembles very”
much an irregular blue - ribbon
with a frayed margin. It is about.
forty miles long and about 2 couple
of miles wide at it broadest:
point. The island of Pulliyaptivu
is situated at a point where the
lagoon enpters the Bay of Bepgal |
at a distance of zbout three miles
from the Town of Batticaloa: The -
mouth of the lagoon is very often
blocked by a dupe of sand knowrp
as thz ‘Bar’ and this happens durirg
years of insufficient rainfall. Other-
wise the mouth of the lagoon is .
kept open and the influence of the

. tide is felt to an appreciable ex-

tent in the lagoon especially during

o
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Singing Fish

the time of full-moon. The old
Dutch Fort is situated at the eas-
tern extremity of the Island of
Puliyantivu, and zbout a half mile
frem the old jetty which is now
in ruins and lying to the east of it,
is a prominent land mark, a rock
simooth and roupnded, which gives
the appearance of an elephant
staniding  knce-deep in  water,
called the Elsphant Rock.

On a csar still moon-light night
when the lzgoon has not been
rendered turbid by flood water,
and when the water js crystal
clear @hd is of a sparkling tur-
quoise blue, if a person ventures
into the lagoon in a boat and rows
in the direction of the Elephant
Rock and steadies his boat at any
spot betweepn the Kallady Bridge
and the Elephant Rock or just
stands on the Kallady bridge and
listaps intently, he will become
all of a sudden aware of some croak-
ing notes coming from the bottom
of the lagoon. |If he persists in
his attempt tc capture the notes
and applies one end of his ear to
his oar and dips its other end in
the water, he will be able to hear
some sharp and some flat potes
that resemble very much the
sound one gets by carelessly thumb-
ing the strings of an old type iapa-
nese Mandoline. May be the sounds
resemble those of ap Aeolian harp.
Ting-tong: Tong-ting; krr-krr..
thus go the notes in a gamut. The
phenomenon is pot necessarily ob-
tained on a clear moon-light night,
but it is distinctly audible especially
after ten O’clock when the night
is still and the other sounds have
subsided ond a perfect calm pre-
vails; and it may be heard through
out. the night, till about five in the
morning. Rev. Fr. Lapnge has re-
corded the notes and. has even re-
presented them in musical notation.

"What is the secret of this rare
phenomenon of nature? - Sir James

Emerson Tennent was of opinion

that these notes were caused by

i

some species of sh:ll-fish.  But
Dr. George Buist commenting on
this theory of Sir James clearly
made out that musical fishes do
exist in abundance, and that the
subject merited careful investiga-
tion. He says: “Asg it is very diffi-
cult to conceive in what way the
seunds are made under water,
it would be well to have the sub-
ject more minutely inquired into”
(Proceeding of the Ceylon Branch
of the Royal Asiatic Society, journal
Vol-lit Pxl). The szme phene-
menon has been observed in a salt
water creek near Bombayat Viza-
gapatnam on the Coromandel Coast
and off the n.outh cf a river in
Borneo. ‘A lake in the Northerp
part of Australia, according to Mr.
Searey boastes a similar pheno-
menon!

Mr. Stanley Greepe, a planter
who was at Thirikovil, has been
making a careful study of the sub-
ject on Several cccasions over a
period of ten years when ha was
in charge of a motor boat service
in the Batticalca Lake and observes"
I can state without any exaggera-
tion that | have heard the Singing
Fish many scorss of times when
sitting im the czbin of one or other
of my beoats with the greatest ease
and distinctness, both during the
day and night, and | found that if
| zpplied my ear to the gunwale
of the boat the sound becomes so
loud as to be almost startling''.
He was able to hezr this sound in
most parts of the Batticaloa lagoon
from Batticaloa up to Manmugpai.

Mr. Fowler says that it is hardly

within the bounds of pessibility.

that the sounds are caused by Fish
(“Times of Ceylon 27.8.1317"").

It has been my experience and
that of many others like Mr. Stanley
Greepne and Mr. E. G. Boulenger
who have paid considerable atten-
tion te the upravelling of mys-
teries ef this nature, that there
are some fish, especially lagoon
fish otherwise known as estuarins
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fish, which are czpable of making
some sound or other when caught
and trought to the surface. A fish
called in Tamil the ‘Kili Meen’
(Parrot fish) makes a sharp screen-
ing note like a parrot when it is
taken out of water. The sound,
to all intents and Ppurposes, ap-
pears to have been made by the
gills, for it may be poted that
when the gills open and close the
sound is emitted. The sound may
have been preduced, as Mr. E. G.
Boulepnger  observes, by the ex-
pulsion of the air from the swin:
bladder. Even fish like the ‘Pear]
Spot’, 'Otti’ (Tamil) and ‘Ora’
(Taniil) balloon fish and cat fish
alse make sharp clicking muffled
cries and grupts and barks whan
they are taken out of the water.
ln the shallow lagoon at Karativu,
| have observed and poted with
interest the rasping sound made
by the fish on nights when the
sand bar was kept opem and the
ponded water allowed to flow into
the sea. Thosz rotes were emitted
by the ‘Parrot Fish', the ‘Balloon
Fish’ and .the ‘Pearl spot.' Many a
time | have heard the fish gasp and
croak and bark and grunt when
taken out of the water and held
in the hand.

Dr. Grant is of opinion that the
clinking sounds are produced by a
speciss of univalve, the Tritopia,
but the theory that the Singing
Fish of Batticaloa is a species of
Tritopia has not much evidence to
support it. Mr. Stanley Green’s
theory that soupds are produced
by fish by means of their giils and
not by mollusca finds considerable
support from Mr. E. G. Boulenger's
account of the 'Singing Fish’ given
in his ‘Animal Ways'—(Ward Lock
& Co. 1931—P. 172), He says: “Al-
though most fish are deaf a qum-
ber are able to produce soupds
often of sufficient volume to be
appreciated at a copsiderable dis-
tance. Fish, being without true
lungs or larynxes, may be dumb
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by mammalian, avian or evepn am-
phiblan stapdards, but they be-
come audible in a variety of ways.
Many for instance, when brought
to the surface, emit loud greaps,
and gasps merely by the expulsion
of air from the swim bladder.
Others habitually produce sounds
whilst deep under water, and these
have beepn the subiect of much

superstition from the earliest
times.
A common toad-fish of the

Florida reefs can be remarkably
noisy emitting at intervals a deep
‘Kupg Kunpg' which whep uttered
by many in concert has a distinctly
musical quality. More remarkable
still, however are the efforts of
the so-called Mexican Singing
Fish or Canary Fish (Porichthys
Motatus) which barks, groaps and
wails in choirs of some hundred
strong. The noise is largely emitted
whilst fezdipg and is mellowed to
a pleasing murmur as it filters
up through the water to the lis-
teper in a boat. A single individual
of this fish can maks itself haard
through the thick glass of an ac-
quariuim tank at 10 yards aistance.

The drummer fish of the coasts
of Florida and New Jersy has huge
calcareous plates in the throat,
and these, when brought togzther,
produce loud booming sounds comi-
parable to a drum. The sounds
are appareptly entively acciden-
tal and in most cases the singers
are unconcious of their efforts.”

From what has been said, it
would appear that the mystery
associated v ith the so called Sing-
ing Fish of the Batticaloa lagoon is
gradually beirg upravelled and that
the sum total of the evidepce so
far obtaiped with regard to ths
capability of fish to sing, weighs
heavily in favour of the somewhat
uncanny and yet relizble notion
that fish do croak and grunt, and
gasp and bark, and click and boom,
that is to say they produce soupds
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in ‘concert which when emitted
and filtered through the circum-
ambient watery world get mel-
lowed into very soft murmurs
croducing a musical effect.

Although the evidence that has
so far accurtulated goes very much
in favour of the thecry, that some
fish do sing and although most
fish which are denizens of the Batti-
caloa Lagoon and of other coastzl
inlets and backwaters and ‘Kapila-
ppuvas' like the Pannizhchankerny
Valaichensi lagoons, have beep
heard to produce gasping Sounds
and grunts and barks and rasps
when brought to the surface; it
is yet an open <question whether
fish and fish alone make the cop-
certed chorus in the Batticaloa
lagoon, whether they make the
sound by the movement of their
gills or forcing out of air from their
swim bladders and whether such
sounds as are produced do float
up to the surface in a mellowed
musical chorus.

The subject, it must be admitted
still persists in remaining a mystery
and needs further, fuller and more
detailed and careful investigation.
At this stage it must be noted that
there is a body of opinion 12d by
Mr. Pearson that the sounds may
have been preduced by the bottom
current of water flowing either
through some empty shells or
over a pebbly bed, This subject
has yet to be fully investigated.
By a process of elimination and care-
ful shifting of evidepce and inves-
tigations, it may be rossible in
course of time, not merzly to locate
the areas where the sounds are
heard but to single out and say
with certainty that this and this
alope is the cause. If those Pheno-
menon which are singled out hap-
pen to be fish, it may be possible
at this stage to isolate such fish
or fishes in accuaria and make
careful observations as to the mapner
in which the sounds are emitted
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Historical Background

and conducted to the surface. |
admit that the subject is still a pro-
found one and that it still persists
in being shrouded in a veil of mys-
tery, and that it successfully defies
one's attempt to upravel it.

o - E

BOOKS FOR THE PEOPLE

Public Libraries And

The Community
by A Special Correspondent

Knowledge is power. “Apn in-
vestment in knowledge pays the
best interest” wrote Benjamin
Franklin. Such investment can be
in educational institutions which
will include schools, upiversities,
research institutions and of course
libraries. The subject of this article
is in respect of Public Libraries
which are open to members of the
public. ~These are run by local
government authorities, viz;
Municipal Councils, Urban Ceun-
cils, Town Councils and Village
Councils.  Other libraries which
are open to the public fall outside
the scope of this articlz. Libraries
are no new phepomenen. “The
earliest  civilisations,  Chipese,
Egyptian, Greek and Romap, all
found it necessary to preserve
and  orfanise their recorded
thoughts and experiences through
the medium of libraries of ops kind
of another".(I)

In Sri Lanka there is a high rate
of school attendance within the
age group 5—l4., The school ate
tepdance within this age group
has been placed around 75%,. The
heavy student drop-out is bet-
ween 15-24 apd this phenomenon
is associated with the search
for employment(2). It is this group
that should be a major concern
of our secisty. Fajlure to do so
will create individuals who are
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disoriented. Lack of concern will
spawn violence and criminals. Dr.
Karl Menningen has written ‘‘Not
all crimes by all criminals behind
bars will exceed op totality the
social crimes committed against
them by Society.”
Man's thirst for iknowledge is
© insatiable. He needs a place to
quench this thirst. He is in search
of the elusive Elysium. Thus, fub-
lic libraries run by local authori-
ties assume a very important di-
mansion. They cater to that seg-
ment of the community that is
deprived. This is observable if ene
carzs to walk into any public library,
even the modest ones in a village
in a rural outpost. Here books
are hard to come by and schooling
generally ends at primary level.
Thereafter the children are at a
loose end. Therefore it is the
inescapable duty of the State to
provide more libraries where these
children can satisfy their thirst
for xnowledge. The better for-
gotten insurgency of April 1971
may never have taken place, if grea-
ter attentiony had been paid to the
scheol drop-outs. Limited acco-
modation in schools and univer-
sities is ap impediment to their
meaningful existence. However
we need not be alarmed or dis-
heartened. This trend has been
noted elsewhere as well. The
University of Reme was built by
Mussolini in the 19305 for 30,000
students. Today more than 150,000
students are enrolled. A social
science professor remarked “This
isa't a Univrsity—it is a madhecuse”
Newswesk of 22.05.78,
| have only attempted to make
the peint that while schools and
universities in our country, Sri
Lanka, are fighting to save them-
selves from falling apart in the
face of severe constraints, other
institutions should step in to ease
the pressure. One way is to provide
2 wide network of good libraries
throughout the country and this

25

is precisely what the local govern-
mant autnorities are doing. The
purpose of this article is to focus
attention on this subject; to create
an awareness of the pressing need
and to stimulate the interest of pub-
lic spiritied citizens in this country
in this subject of encempassing
national interest,

The written word. (3) Knowledge
is communicated in so many diffe-
rent ways. The best and most
vridely accepted is through the writ-
tep w~ord. Let us see now this
deyvelopment proceeded through the
centuries. The primitive mathod
was by way of signs. For instance
if a person wanted to barter a deer,
he would use his fingars to indi-
cate the number. Posgibly, if the
number exceeded the ten fingers,
the trapsaction would have taken
the forin of a herd orheap or gils,
depending on the object of the
transaction. In fact most of the
ancient number systems used a
base of ten, probably because most
people first learned to coupt the
fingers of their two hands. Path
finding was through the Nerth Pole
Star which scarcaly changes its
position.  Hunters apd travellers
depended on this Star.

The earliest written numbers
were reported to nave been usad
in Egypt and Messapotamia zbout
5000 BC. Strange as it may seem,
while an ancient civilisation flour-
ished in ancient Egypt during this
period, a similar rich civilisation
grew in the land then called Messa-
potamia, This land lay nearly 1060
miles east of the River Nile ard bet-
ween the rivers Tigris and the
Euphrates which eniptied into
the Persian Gulf. Historians have
referred to this civilisation at diffe-
rent periodsas Sumerian, Chaldean,
Assyrian and Babylonian. By
about 2000 BC, priests in these
lands had built temple Libraries
where they recorded thelr know-
ledge in a secret script which nope
else could understand. This pro-
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pensity to keep knowledge to them-
selves is true in our own country.
For instance, has anyone been able
to prepare the oils and paints that
adern the Sigiriya frescoes? Else
why was ap expert invited from
ltaly to undo the damage that had
been dopne to these -matiopal
treasures! Our indigenous medical
knowledge quite often dies with
it's practitioners. The writer
himself wes struck down with
Poliomyelitis nearly 50 years ago
and was restored to life and normal
health by an ayurvedic physician.
He would be called a quack in the
age of Salk and Sabin. His know-
ledge presumakly died with him.
There are many reasons for this
proclivity, but that is outside the
scope of this article. Why such
knowledge cannot be preserved
in our libraries is a question that
has agitated my mind for years.
What, however, should be borne
in mind is that even as far back as
2000 BC the functional value of
vibrarics had been recognised.

The written numbers used in
Egypt were indicated by chipping
notches on wood or stopie. Threa
thousands years later the Romans
still made strokes to indicate pum-
bers. It is reported that the people
of China also used strokes while
the Mayas of Central America,
who were completely cut off from
the civilisations of the Old World,
could write any number with the
help of only three signs—a dot; a
stroke and 2 kind of oval. For their
records of dates, the Mayas used
special numerals shaped like human
faces.

The abacus, a counting frame,
was used in most of the civilised
lands of that period and was also
used in ancient Rome. The abacus
tablets were baked in the sup,
but those used by the Romaps in
ancient Reme were made of metal.
It is of interest to note that among
thousands of clay tablets which
archaeologists upearthed from a
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temple Library near the banks of the
Euph rates these abaci were found,
The pre-eminent position occupied
by Libraries as repositories of
knowledge even at that time is
further fortified by this discovery.
Libraries, thus, appear to have
been the automatic first preference

to preserve knowledge for pos-
terity.
-The pheenicians -~ lived along

the coast of Syria, the Jand which
the Bible refers to as Phoenicia
whose ports were Tyre and Sidon.
These people spoke a language
somewhat akip to Hebrew and were
among the earliest pecple to use a
new sort of writing. The Phoepi-
cians  used an alphabet made up
of a few simple signs which stand
for sounds. About 600 BC the
Greeks adapted these to suit their
own different language.  There-
after it was an easy matter to mas-
ter the art of writing. The Writ:
ten Word was no lopger a secret.
About 3,500 years ago, when
the great pyramids were already
very old, an Egyptian scribe named
Ahmes had enunciated a rule about
the area of a circle in writing. This
papyrus manuscript written by
Anmes himself is in the British
Museumn Library carefully framed
and preserved. Scattered in museum
Libraries all over the world there
are other early mapuscripts. The
written word is for ever.
Early Libraries and Librarians.
The earliest litrary as we under-
stand libraries now was the Plato’s
Academy, set up in 385 BC. Aris-

totle's Lyceum wvas born in 336 BC

while the School of Epicurus came
into being in 306 BC. Alexander
the Great for whom an epitaph
read "A tomb now suffices for him
for whom the world was not suffi-
cient” had conquered Egypt by
332 BC. The City of Alexandria,
built on his orders, became the
chief seat of learning in the Medi-
terranean. Alexandria is also stated
to have had an unsurpassed Library
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of scrolls. The First Ptolemy who
succeeded Alexander established the
Museum Library of Alexandria in
300 BC. According to Frank
Atkinson “The ancient library at
Alexandria was sacked as also the
Eurcpean monastic libraries dur-
ing the Dark Ages" (4) Prof. Ray-
mond lrwin pays msssive tribute
to the four Ptolemies thus "'rarely
has there been 2 succession of four
monarchs prepared to devote their
revenues as lavishly as the Ptolemies
to the cause of library ressarch”.

The first subscription library
in the USA is stated to have been
started in 1731 by Benjamin Frank-
lin. This was the Library Company
of Philadelphia apd was reported
to be intended to meet the pesd
of books felt by a debating society
he had started earlier. This library
was later admipistered as a free
library. According to K. C. Harri-
son, the Chetham Library in Man-
chester, dating from the I7th cen-
tury, wasone of the forerunners of
the modern public library. In Bri-
tain, the modern public library main-
tained by local authorities from
proceeds of taxation was scarcely
known before 1850, when the first
Public Libraries Act was passed
that year. The passage of this Act
in Parliament was largely due to
the efforts of three men—William
Ewart, MP. leseph Brotherton,
MP and Edward Edwards, an assis-
tant in the British Museum.()
The subsequent Public Libraries Act
of 1892 marked a definite, pro-
gressive and helpful trend. When
Gaius Asinius Pollio founded the
first public library in ltaly some
2000 years ago, Pliny wrote that
by doing so, Asinius Pollio “made
the works of genius the pmperty
of the public.”(7)

Some of the earliest librarians
were among the most outstanding
apnd brilliant of men of that time.
To name a few: (7a) |

Leland and William of Malmes-

bury of England—Leeland was 2n
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antiquary . while Wiliam was a

historian.

Leibnitz—a bﬂl]lant matheman-
cian and philogopher of Germany.
Callimachuz—classical poet.
Euratesthenss—brilliant mathe-
matician who taught in the schools
set up by Alexander the Great.

Prof. Irwin also speaks of Heary

Bradshaw of Cambridge and Thomag
VWatts of the British Museum of
more. recent vintage who had the

“uncanny kpack of spotting a book
in the dark lile a homing pigeon,
once a book passed through their
hands'*

Library tradition in our own
country can be traced to very
ancient times. In an article published
by Ishvari Corea, Chief Librarian,
Colombo Municipzl Council and in-
cludea in the book Libraries and
the People’, alse edited by her,
Ishyari writes “Sri Lanka has an
ancient history and an ancient library
tradition.
goes back to about the third century
BC following the growth of a raji-
gious literature and the writing
of the commentarics in the langu-
age of the people..These privepas
(abode of monks) became the re-
positories of ola leaf manuscripts
and holy bocks were taken, cared

for and “kept safz in the libraries

attached to the viharas. Most of
the temples of today have lioraries

of ola leaf mapuscripts and still

serve the preeds of the Buddhist
scholar.”

to me that this book edited by
Ishvari Corea will be a valuabla
addition to any library—in any

case every librarian should read.

the articles in it.(g)
Funding for
Libraries.

adequate financiel support hag
been a serious copstraint as far as
public libraries in Sri Lanka have
been concerned; this will be re-
ferred to later. The unswerving

dedication of the four Ptolemles :

2%

The history of libraries

Incidentally, in so farias
this country is concerned, it seems .

Development of
Unquestionably, in-
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Historicai ﬁack‘g round

to the cause of libraries has already
been Placed on record.

In highly developed countries,
central governments peed pot or-
dinarily exert much ipfluence on
the development of public libraries
which remain the fupction of lezal
authorities. In developing coun-
tries, however, central goverp-
ments talke a mors direct interest.
It is happening in our own coup-
try. Geperous outright cash grants
are given to lecal bodies to cons-
truct their library buildings. Even-
the smallest unit of local govern-
ment administration, the Village
Courcil, continues to be the bene-
ficiary of such money grants. With-
out this assistance, these local
bodies with negligible independent
sources of revenues will never be
able to copstruct even a reading
room. Therefore the Departrient
of lLocal Government which ad-
ministers this scheme deserves the
thanks of the people for this lau-
dable programme.

While no doubt it is a dzlightful
experiznce to see small, beautiful
buildings with the words Public
Library prominently displayed, it
is somewhat of ap anti-climax when
one walks in to find the essential
component of a library—books to-
tally inadequate. No one can be
blamed. | should imagine that it s
lack of funds, and absence of an
integrated approach to tnis sub-
ject that contributes to this very
unfortunate handicap. The Party
Report (which will be referred to
in due course) seems to provide
one answer—there are many other
ways of meeting this situation,
but that too is outside the scope
of this discussion.

Philanthropy no doubt cop-
tinued to play a major part. “The
British Museum Library was started
in 1753 when the Crown acquired
the books and mapuscripts of Sir
Hans Sloane a rich physician who
died that year. George IV presented
his father's library to the pation”
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(). In Britain and in the USA,
during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, generous donations from
wealthy philanthropists  contri-
buted in very large measure to
their development. Frapk Atkin-
son has written that Passmore
Edwards and Andrew Carpegie are
two persons who made generous
contributions,  Carnegie died in
1919, but by that time he is re-
ported to have provided 380 Library
buildings in Britain and 1700 in
the USA (10). According to Harri-
sen “Andrew Carpegie interested
himself much in public libraries
and in 1879 offered ¢ 8,000 towards
the establishment of one In his
home town of Dupfermline. In
1913 Carpegie set up the Carpegie
UK Trust which coptinued to ep-
courage and support public libra-
ries.”(I1)
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LETTER

Discipline —~ The
Greatest Need

Sir,

Apart from TRUTH which suffered
greatly during the previous regime
thanks to the SLBC and the State
controlled Press, an equally heavy
tell was taken of Disciplipe.

If thelate Mr.S. W.R.D.Bapdara
naike is acclaimed as the father of
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the SOCIAL REVOLUTION in this
country in 1956 he must also be held
responsible for the INDISCIPLINE
that has become part of the way of
life. While rightly stressing the
rights and privileges of the common
man, no emphasis was placed opn
the responsibilities of these men
towards their country and their
fellow beings. The ‘APE ANDUWA’
mentality has bred self centred and
selfish men and women with a
callous disregard for the sensibilities
of their fellow men.

Subsequent Governments since
1960 have nurtured this indiscipline
for the sake of political expediency
and compromises have been made
which have further undermined the
moral fabric of the citizens of this
land. THE BRIBERY CORRUPTION:
anid NEPOTISM that ene sees today
was born of this |\ndiscipline and all
these have been and are being
condoned by the powsrs that be
when the ‘doar’ is of the correcthue!

When in lJuly 1977 the voteérs
gave an overwhslming mandate to
the present government it did soin
the fervent hope that the countries
moral fabric would be rid of all the
stains of corruution etc. We are
fast approaching 365 days in power
and this hope still remains a HOPE.

No lofty ideals or sanctified senti-
ments will restore the well being
of this lovely and blessed country
without the institution (enfoice-
ment, If necessary) of discipline
at ALL LEVELS. WHILE FREEDOM
Is precious and should be jealously
guarded, the freedom of the wild
ass for citizens of a country withip
a social framework is untenable.

The Government must not lose
any further time in directing its
energies towards the restoration
of discipline In this country. It
will not cost anything; there is no

foreign exchapge invelved ! But:
it will pay massive dividends! _

Anxious
Colombo. '
1.7.78
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~ACID BOMB EXPLOSION—I10

Chapter Ten

Gunapala—-"There’ll Be Trouble Soon....”

by James Goonewardene

The Story So Far

Deva, an England-returned artist, failed to get ¢ response from the art
world of Sri Lanka. He found himself a job as an Art Master in @ Maha
Vidyalaya in a remote area by the sea. The Principal, Piyaratne, iz a figure
from the old world of Sri Lanka's educational system, while Ariya, the
manager of tie local resthouse with whom Deva has struck up a friendship,
is sensitive to the disturhing realities, even the underground trends, swelling
up in the country at this tims. In a discussion after Deva's, appointment,
Ariya reveals that he was perturbed about many strange things that have
happened in the neighbourhood recently. Deva gives up kis roams in Colombo
and asks his brother, a highly successful money-spinning architect to look
after his collection of unsold sculptures. The brother, aghast at the thought
that Deva should vwaste his talents in a rural village schaol, offers him money
ta eaable him to go back to London to resume his career as a sculptor and
regain his former popularity, wealth and success. Deva refuses because he
fas no desire to escape to London and what the world regards as fame. Before
leaving Colombo finally for the village, Deva wanted to contact an ald friend
who though an importent bureaucrat, was a kindly mon. In the government
office wiiere he had worked ne found a strange new atmosphere where the
newly elevated peon and a revolutionary sounding clerk told him that his
friend had been thrown as a reactionary. With Fis ties with the old world
he had known snapping, Deva turned to the village. Back in the village,
Deva looks for a lodging as he does not want to stay in the scnool hostel. He
cannot offord the resthouse. His friend Ariya, the resthouse keeper, found
fiim @ roon: in the house of the village sub-bostmaster whose wife was a school
mistress. In the first day at school he learst a little more about Pivaratne,
the Principal. He met another teacher in the new who treated fire and
thunder against imperialists and colonialist; and spoke of socialism. Deva,
trying to settle down, has a frightening and terrifying vision of his wife who

end Deva looked forward to relaxation and a chat with Ariya. This Saturday,
he found Ariya in turmoil. One of his waiters had stolen money and had
disappeared. Bzfore going to the police, Ariya and Deva learnt of a secret
Organization to which the waiter in question, like many others, had contri-
buted money regulazly every month. Police begin investigations and a temple
in the village is referred to with trepidation.

Deva's landlady knocked on
his door one afternocn. In the
time he haa been a boarder she
and her husband, the tubby little
sub-postmaster had kept out of
his way. They had never had a
boarder before—it was an entirely

and him.

selves.
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had died in England. Later, whilst fishing he makes the acquaintance of [
an old and interesting character, Uda Kande Baas. Soturdays are free days |

new experience for them. Bug,
more than that—there was a barrier
that existed bestween themselves
They called him maha-
taya: and that, in itself indicated a
distinction they drew between them-
An educated city man was

A Novel About 1971

an enigmatic sort of person who
needed careful hanaling. He had a
style and manner of life that they
were not accustomed to. The so-
phisticated world of the city had
come into their household. They
didn't mind it really. They were
town folk too, but small town folk—
just the two of them now—their
two grown up daughters having
married and moved to apother
town—there were just themselves,
moving on fixed rails within a frame-
work of custom and traditiop that
was upalterable, In their little
world everything had its place.
Any attempt to change it brought
the curse of the gods. City folk
were of a different breed. They
had the licence to do things that
villagers dare not do. They came
from a stranger world. The secu-
rity of the village was the impor-
tant thing. So it was why they
would drag everyone down to the
level of the rest. They, however,
wished their own children to be-
come as good as city folk. It was
different with children. Children
had a right to get on in life. They
did not see the least cantradiction
in this. There was a conflict ip
thair religious beliefs too, but
that didn't worry them either.
They observed poya day rituals
and practised folk cults with the
same devotion. They helped in
the preparation of an exorcism cere-
mony and offered poojas to Hindu
gods, and observed in a very dilu-
ted form, a kind of ancestor wor-
ship—that way they combined pri-
mitive folk practises and advancad
Buddhist beliefs without the least
feelings of contradiction or dis-
tinction, mixing the two with the
deftness of a juggler tossing balls
into the air. They were totally
creatures of their environment,
and they were happy and contented
within it and resisted . change.
It was different with thig city-
bred mahataya who was as diffe-
rent from them as a pedigreed
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cat was from the pnondescript thing
that dozed by the hearth of a vil-
lage hut. Their boarder ate the
same things they ate, telked the
same lapguage with, perhaps, a
little difference in intonation and
did everything clse in fact as well
ag they did them, but they falt
a difference. He generated vibra-
tions that were differznt from
those they haed known and had a
frequency that was subtler and
more sensitively organised than
any they had felt before,

She stood there and started to
hem and haw when he opened
the door. “You are.. busy. may-
be,'" she said bashfully.

“l can come later..if you.."”

“] am free now,” he said. “lt's
all righe.”

“lts about a matter that con-
cerns a friend of mine.”

“Nesl"

“She came last evening and told
me she wanted to ses you about
her son, a boy called Gunapala
who goes to the school you teach
at—he has already talked te you
about his paintings—you may
remember that.”

“Gupapala,”” he said, “Yes, |
know him’”, He remembered the
boy—an intense looking, dark skin-
ned young man with short hair,
dressed in a pair of shorts who
nervously stopped him outside
the class one morning and said he
wanted to talk to him. He couldn't,
for a moment, quite get out what
he wanted to say—standing there
stuttering nervously, but even-
tually managing to bring the woras
out he told him that he painted.
He wanted to show him some of
his work and Deva agreed to look
at them; next day he had brought
his paintings along— just two of
them. The incident had left 2 curi-
ous impression.

“What does she want to see mie
about?”

“He i§ causing them a bit of
worry—they do not know what to
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do about it."”

“What is that that causes them
this worry?"

“They are not certain even of
this. They omly know that some-
thing's troubling the young man—
which he does not wish to divulge.
They are concerned about him.
His recent behaviour has got them
disturbed even more. The trou-
ble seems to be that he goes his
own way pot careing how much
worry he causes them,

“About what time does your
friend want to comei”

“About five, if it suits you—she
lives in the village, about three
miles out of town."”

The two women came along at
the appointed time, and the land-
lady knocked; when he emerged
they stood back and gawked bash-
fully at him—the weaving instruc-
tress standing back a bit, peasant-
like and awkward—a lean, middle-
aged woman with glossy blue black
hair with streaks of grey in it

“You tell him about it while
| go and make some tea for you,"
said the landlady.

Deva turped roupnd and looked
for chairs to sit on. ““We can talk
better if we can be seated,” he
said turning to the two chairs
standing on the two sides of the
doorway.

“My son,”’ she began and paused.
“I don't know how to tell you
about all this—its 2]l mixed up. He's
goes to the vidyalaya, ay you know."

*Yes, | know that.”

“He's not really a difficult boy—
hasn't tiven me or his father any
real trouble—did pot go wild like
some boys are inclined to do no-
wadays—but its his indifierence to
his studies that has got us worried.
He doesp’t pay the least attention
to it. We always hoped he'll take
an interest in his studies and gat
somewhere in life. The other boys
have done well, at least, some of
them in this village have—their
parents didn't want them stuck
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here in this wilderpess just far-
mers, like everyone else has béep
or mat weavers or cinpamecn pee-
lars or drummers or something
else—thet was good for our fathers
and cur forefathers—these days every-
one tries to get an education for
their children.”

“The paintings your son showed
me were good—he has talent, of

“that there is no doubt,” said Deva.

“He told me you liked them.
This is the first time anyone has
seen his work and showed an ip-
terest in them. There was a change
in the boy afterwards. He took a
new interest in his paintings. Of
course we were always unhappy
that he should neglect his studies
in order to paint. We pow feared
he would neglect his studies even
more—after this interest you sho-
wed in his work, What can a young
man do in life who has only lear-
ned to paint? This is our worry.
He's an intelligent lad. If he put
his heart into his studies he would
do as well as any other boy. Only
he has no interest in any of that.
its this painting business that's
takap his fapncy."”

“What does he do when you
find fault with him?”

“Of course, he flies into a tem-
per—and that's terrible. He begins
to say things that hurt us. He talks
of the ignorapce and stupidity
and superstition of us villagers,
Ha just goes on raving saying there
was no hope for villagers who wor-
shipped spirits and offered poojas
to non-existent devatavas. Whep
neople are sick, you don’t take them
tz a proper hospital—instead you
take them to ap ignorant yakdessa
ana asked him to beit his drums
and burn incense and do wild dances
and chant like veddho. You sez he
has strange ideas. They are so stran
ge it made some of the village folk
tnink he was pot right in his head.

Deva upderstood, something
that he had grappled with witch-
out result, and now suddeply it
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all seemed to become clear. Ug-
consciously Sophy Hamy had put
her finger on the cause for a good
bit of the splits and divisiveness
and conflict there was in a village
community.

“ts _about him—our boy Guna-
pala I've come now to see you
zbout. Our difflculty is just this,
We doa't know what to do.”

“The difficulty then is that he
neglects his studies and thigks vil-
lage folk are ignorant”, he szid.

- *“Yes, that is what it amounts to.”

“From what you say, | am cop-
vinced that he is an intelligert
boy. He's no fool—of that we cap
ba certaip.'

“Ch, no, he's not a fool.”

“But Is he right to think that
village folk are ignorant and refuse
to chapnge.”

“Life everywhere has chapnged—
that you'll agree?”
“Yes, that is truz.’

“Life chapge hzs chapged a very
great deal—even in villages and
towns such as this. It is ail different
from what it was ten or twenty
years ago—peovble hava increased
in number and they are all turp-
ing to different types of livelihood,
but the customs and practices
haven't changed.  They are still
the same, and the students in the
schools are being taught modern
science; modern ways of life and

thinking, and more of them are.

learning about life in other parts
of the world—and they don’t know
why it is people practise things
like exorcism when there are hos-
pitals. Their heads whirl like wind-
mills-as a result, and anybody cap
come and turn their heads any
way they want.”

“But puople are like that,'” she
said.  “The older folk—how ean
they change—they are too old
for that. Inborn trait will not be
rid even with a bali ceremony,
is @ saying amongst us.
crab walking sideways cannot ask
its young to walk differently.”
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A parent

“But its one of the reasons why
the youth are getting all worked
up. lts different from the old days
when boys stayed confined to the
village apd rarely went further
than, perhaps, the next village—
all that has changed. They know
a great deal more these days.” *
understand that,” she replied,
“but what can the older folk do?
They can't change. They knew a
different sort of life, and these new
fangled ideas are like things fallen
from the sky, Some of them even
think that all the trouble comes
from giving an education to village
boys. lts education that has turped
their heads, they say. Gunapala’s
father and | don't agree with this
kind of talk; but the older follc
continue to grumble.”

“What help then do you expect
from me?"”

‘We would like you to tell us
if any good can come from this
boy's madpess. If you talk with
him, maybe. It will be of help—
will it be any geod your seeing the
rest of his paintings?”’

*‘Oh, yes, that would be a most
important thing to do—let me see
all of his work."

“We can get him to bring them
to you, but it is such a distance for
you to come."

“The day aftertomorrowis Sa-
turday. If you tell me how to get
to your house | shall come an Satup-
day, if you think that's advisable.”

“Oh, it would help a lot if you
can do this. I'll send Gunapala to
show you the way. It isp’t far—
oply three miles. We are simple
folkk and live in a simple house,
We shall give you such hospitality
as there is."”

Saturday morning was like any
other morning. At nine Gunapala
called 25 expected. He was ag
nervous as before but held himself
in check like a high strupg heifer
being hitched to a cart. His wide,
darl eyes peered from under his
brows like the eyes of a frightened
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night bird. He had a fine lige of
jaw and shape of head, and the
skeletal structure of his body was
well-proportioned and was sparsely
covered as nervous, Iptelligent
youth generally are. He geemed
full of excitement although ner-
vous. The prospect of having his
teacher who had practised his art
in a great metropolitan centre,
lock at his wori had filied him with
anticipation and excitement, Yet
before he met Deva he had only
contermpt for teachers and had made
no attempt, Deva had learned,
to disguise this.

They arrived at the house, a
smell, squat, red tiled structure
with blue windows. On the edge
of a gravel road, across which was
a marsh full of mana grass and sal-
vinia from which a pond heron
suddenly tcok off at their approach,
There was a bit of empty land
around, overgrown with scrub and
small trees. In between the trees
and the scrub ope caught glimpses
of other houses and wattle and
daub huts from which came the
sound of human voices and bark-
ing dogs. There was life around,
The pressure of a growing popula.
tion however, was still unfelt here_

Gunapala’s family were await-
ing his arrival as if for an important

dignitary—simple, village folk
waiting for their son’s guru—a
tradition bound househcld—the

father, a tall, darkish map, his
mother and behind them his sister,
a well-filled and attractive young
woman. He soon felt himsalf en-
gulfed by the family all moving
round him apnd giving him the at-
tention they customarily reserved
for the priest of the local temple,
offering him refreshments and mak-
ing a fuss over him; they offered
him oil cakes and other home made
sweet-meats which the mother
urged Deva to take freely. When
he could take no more the sister
brought him a drink of a popular
brand of mineral water on a | lastic
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tray -and held it out to him with
long,. beautifully moulded and
tapering hands; to be in'such close
proximity to -her made his pulse
take a leap. She stood in the door-
way -and stared. at him afterwards.
At last when the refreshments
were over ~Gunapela brought his
paintings for Deva's inspectlon.
They were propped up on chairs.
Deva took hig time, going from one
to the other, studying each in turn.
There were no tricks here, po
struggle for effect. It was the work
of a young man who had an instinct
for giving expression to an ob-
sessive idea through a madium
he appeared to understand only
partially now. The talent was
original and the paintings were all
dope with ipgredients and paints
that the mask makers used and were
all dope on hard board or anything
else that hzd been aveilable.
Most of the paintings were cop-
cerned with evil spirits and exor-
cism ceremonics. There was a
fierce energy in the mask dancers
and the drummers; and the evil
represented by the masks was more
elemental and alive. Dava realised
that Gunapala had been attempting
to portray all these as being crude,
barbarcus and belopging to an
undeveloped peoble who still con-
tinued to practise ancient cults
and believed even in ancestor
worship. He gave all this a touch
of wildness and flerceness as
one would do if he was painting a
stone-age people dancing before a
jupgle fire in front of a rock cave. It
was just as his mother had told him.

. One of the paintings Deva picked
up and looked at for a longer time
was of an exorcism ceremony be-
hind -which loomed a large .image
of the Buddha hidden as if in =
mist and - domipating both the
dapce and the picture—the serenity
of the Buddha contrasting with the
wildness of the dance. It was as
if. he had been. trying to declare
that here was a truth that was

an:

greatar then the animistic cults.
Yet this was just one painting in
which he had attempted this. Some-
thing had pushed the Buddha out
of his mind, something that had
tortured him and twisted his mind.
“This painting,”" he sald, turning
to Gunapala “did you do it be«
fore the others?" - i
“Bzfore the others,” raplied tne lad
“Why doesn't the Buddha ap-
pear again!” There was no answer
fron: the boy.

“Why don't you speak?’ said
the father.

“Yeg, speak up,” urged his mo-
ther, “Don’t stand there as if
struck dumb.”

The silence lengthened out.
“les like that sometimes,” sald
Deva. “Some things you do you
doy't know why you do them.”
The boy neeaed hulp, It was an
up-hill task, but it wes necessary
to do it. Deva had seen what there
was to see—the boy's sepse for
coleurs and the skill for using
them had come f{rom someone—
the mask makers, perhaps—there
was a tradition of mask making in
the region—it was, perhaps, from
them he had learnt his skills.
He turped to the parepts then
and tried to divert them apd him-
self by talking of a less weighty
matter; he talked of mask dapcers
and the tradition of mask dancing
in the area. He felt the need, at
the moment, to talk thus, to dis-
tract himself from the problem of
the boy and the presence of hig
sister whose beauty was quite
striking, he realised. He was struck
by the long, black eyes, the fullness
of her mouth apd the fine, smooth
brow.
“Do you want to go on painting?”
Once more there wasno answer,
and he waited, and he could see the
old couple shift upneasily in their
seats. It was as if they felt he was
going to abort the stratagem they had
resorted to by bringing him home.
“Yes,
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He turped to Gupapala,

do you!"” he repeated.

It doesn't matter what | do, :
replied the lad. - b

At first you ‘were Interested.
you were even anxious to show
them to me—your palntmgs--and
you have dope all this"“,
*“| was Interested—but it has all  cha-
nged now—it doesp’t matter now;
There's going to be trouble scon
—it doesn’t matter what you do'.
“What trouble is there going to bel”

Deva looked at the parepts as
he said this and observed how fre-
zen -their faces had become as if
they had known that this was how
it was going to be—his eyes drifted
in his sister's direction and was
shocked to see the expression of
sudden desparation on her face. He
turned to the boy again;

“But you like to paint—you
have painted all this and you don't
want to continue—why?"

“It will all come to nothing."”

“Why will it come to nothing?”

There was silence again.

“Yes, why?" :

“We are village boys—sons of
farmers; there's no future for far-
mer's sons—only the rich have:
the good things in life.! Deva
suddenly felt the futility of the
task. The boy, for some strange
reason, had suddenly set his face
against his own future, There was
some other reason at the back of
his which he was unwilling to tell
them. Yet it was not all lost, but
this thing had to be sorted out by
themselves—the  family had  to
do it, not he. There was nothing
more he could do. Maybe the boy
would change his mind and come
to. him and until then he must-

“Well,” he said risinz.  *l must
go now. If Gunapala changes his
mind he can still come to me. | am
willing to give whatever help |
can, but it is he who must make
up his mind.”

They saw him out to the door,
but silently as if all their hopes
had collapsed round them. -
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-~ Confidentially

The Imported Meat
Racket

IS IT NOT A FACT that Elsphant
House (Ceylon Cold Stores Ltd.)
issued a price list on July 21 to
household customers about the im-
ported meat produce the Company
will sell to those who have the
money to buy the same? That thersa
are six items mentioned on the
list? That for the record (and pos
terity) it would be useful to set
out in full what Elephant House
(E.H.) has to offer? (1) AUSTRALIAN
BONELESS BEEF. Pure bopeless
beef from specially bred Austra:
lian cattle. Packed in Polytheiie
bags. Each bag contdins 900 granis
(2 1b. pack) (mnow available) at
Rs. 9.00 per 1b. (2) AUSTRALIAN
CURRY LAMB: Curry meat from
Australian lamb inclusive of bone
from fore shank packed in poly-
thene bags. Each bag contains
450 grams. (available—late luly) at
Rs. 10.00 per Ib. (3) AUSTRALIAN
AMERICAN BROILER CHICKEN:
Australian/American quality Broi-
lers. Weight between 2-33 1bs.
Each broiler is packed in 4 poly-
thene bag, (available-Mid August) at
Rs. 1325 per lb. (4) AMERICAN
CURRY HENS: American Curry
Hens. Weight 2-3! Ibs. Packed ip-
dividually in  pelythene  bags,
(avialable-Mid August) Rs. at 11,50
per Ib.  (5) NEW ZEALAND
CURRY MUTTOMN. Curry meat
inclusive of bone from quality New
Zealand mutton carcasses. Packed in
polythene bags. Each bag contains
450 grams. at Rs. 10.50 per Ib.
(6) NEW ZEALAND CARCASS
MUTTON; Whole carcags mutton
from New Zealand, at Rs. |5 per Ib.
IS IT ALSO NOT A FACT that very
large orders had been placed by pri-
vate firms as well as by the CWVE for
imported meat? That the Stmdcy Obs-

TRIBUNE, August 9, 1978

erver of luly 2, 1978, had reported
that “large orders for the import
of frozen beef, lamb, mutron 2nd
chicken from Australia, New Zea-
land and Sweden have been placed
by two well known Colombo firms:
a spokesman for one of the firis,
a leader in the frozen food business
in the country said his company
had placed orders for 650,000
pounds and the first shipment
was expected in mid-July: ‘that the
meat would cost a little more thap
at present but ths consumer is
assured of the highest quality’,
ke said: the other importer, a lead-
ing Department Stors in Colombo,
said that they had an order for
63 tons of frozen beef which wag
due this month: the two companies
were busy preparing their cold
rooms to receive the meat: they
said there was reduction of duty
on meat imports and the stocks
new on order ‘will be sold at a
fair price....”’? That all this was very
nice and comforting to the folls
who haye the money to pay these
Prices and the importers who will
make their pile? That it is a totally
different story for the local pro-
ducers of meat and broilers who
have for years been starved of cattle
and poultry food at reasopable
prices and who were at the same
time compelled to sell beef and
mutton at “‘controlle prices’” which
were unrealistic in the context of
the nonavailability and the high
prices of cattle and poultry food?
That it is in this setting that one
must view the drama (or tragic
melodrama) that has unfolded it-
self in Sri Lanka? That Act ope
Scene one was a pathetic, weak
and factually incorrect advertise-
ment by Elephant House to justify
wholesale reduction of impoert tariffe,
on imported meat and che need ig
import such meat and chickey
flesh? That Tribune pricked thig
bubble and it was followad by ap.-
onslaught from the National Live.
stock Development Board (NLDp
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Local Producers Will Be Hit

~especially in regard to some
matters pertaining to Victoria Farm?
That Elephant House did pot at-
tempt to apswer the queries raised
though answers, at least on factual
matters, were called for? That
Elechant House, having won the
first reund, won the second round
also when tariffs were removen
allcgedly in the interests of the
consumer {and not the importers
who will grab vast profits) and now
tops of imported beef, rnutton,
lamb and chicken have started
cascading into the country? That
it will be recalled that it was at
a late stage—a little time before
the Elephant House Manifesto to
import frozen meat was publisheq
—that local producars were offered
incentives by Elephant House to
increase production by increasing.
their purchase prices for local meat
and chicken flesh? That it is said
that within 2 short time of this
offer local producers had responded
and supplies had started roiling
into the cold rooms of Elephant
House! That the story going the
rounds is that the cold rooms of
EH have recently become fairly
full as a result of the higher prices
offered to local procucers? That
if this is correct was there any need
to abolish tarifs and permit the
import of frozen meat and chickay?
That the Ministry of Trade
would do wzll tc lcok intc this
aspect of the reatier?! That it
is unlikeiy that EH w.ll dispose
cf its present stocks of local
praduce below purchase prics
in order to make room for im-
ported stocks? That ‘there is
a suspicion in knowledgeatls
circles that EH will soon dron
their prices to local producars
in order to preserve and en-
large imports? That unless tha
Government st2ps in with more
realistic import policies in the
matter of frozen produce,
Tribune forecasts a gloomy fu-
ture for local producers?
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