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Lgttey From Che Eoditor

TO THE CREDIT OF THE JAYAWARDENE GOVERNMENT, it must be said,
that it has succeeded in taking the lid ofi corruption in many sectors of public
administration. The Air Ceylon Commission did an excellent job of work
in unravelling the stink and corruption that had overtaken the national
airline carrier over many years. The Tobacco (Beedi) Commission has not
yet completed its work, but the revelations that have transpired in evidence
have snockea the public. It will be recalled that Tribune was the first, and

perhaps only, periodical that had made serious sllegations about corruption,
and misuse of power in the Tobacce (Beedi) Corporatior: several years ago.
For this the SLFP-UF hierarchy had frowned on Tribune and accused us of
“playing into the hands of the UNP and the reactionaries”. Tribune more
over had spotlighted the mess in Air Ceylon from the year 1955/56 upder
different governments and administrations, but we were a voice in the
wilderness. The big national dallies were not concerned with the evil
golngs-oii in Air Ceylon, but more often than not only echoed the views and

sentiments of various vested interests either out to sell planes to Air Ceylon

or to derive profits from the administration of Air Ceylon. The recent

Commission has laid everything bare and Air Ceylon has now been grounded.

It should have been grounded over twenty years ago. Not enough publicity

has been given to the work of the Committee of Inquiry on the CGR but it

has brouzht into sherp focus much that was hidden. On the political plane,

the evldence led before the Sansoni Commission has brought to light much

that was whispered in dark corners, and the findings and conclusions will

help, we feel sure, to solve cne of the most difficult political problems of the

contemporary era. But withthe ongoing Prasidential Commission the spotlight
. has so far been turned on the former Primer Minister, Mrs. Sirimavo Bandara-

naike, for her land transactions to circumvent the Land Reform Law, and

more importantly on the former Minister of Justice (and Finance and Local

Government etc. etc, ete) Mr. Felix R. Dias Bandaranaike allegedly invol-

ved in misdeeds in a variety of fields. The actions and activities of lap

Wickremanayake, former Bribery Commissioner, allegedly a stooge and

hatchet-man of FRDB, stole the thunder from every one and everything else

that has so far figured before the Presidential Commission including the

ubiquitous brother-in-low, Gamini Wickremanayake, who had continued to

hold sway as FRDB’s chief factotum in spite of exposures in the NSA and

the press. The first lap of the Prosecuting Counsel's address is over and the

Commission has adjourned until August 28 to hear evidence on the matters

so far adverted to. There is one question, however, uppermost in every-

body’s rrind which cannot be ignored. It is no doubt well and good, it is

felt, to expose the evils of the last regime which was only 2 culmination of

the corruption and abuse of power that had gripped the body politic of Sri

Lapka ever since Independence and which had grown with every successive

government, UNP and SLFP, but must something not be done of the conti-

nuing corruption in the present regime ! The Jayawardene Government

has set out to cleanse this country of corruption and as a first step set up

Commissions to expose the worst evils of the old government. What

next ! What about the corruption and the abuse of power that has already

manifested itself in this administration! The Government must realise

that unless the corruption now rampant in many sectors of the adminis-

tration is brought under control, or atleast minimised, all the best plans

for economic development will flounder and end In failure. Some UNP

adherents seem to feel that the quick buck should be made vhile the

going was good: many have already made their mini-millions whilst a
few millionaires have become multl-millionaires.
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK
A NEW ERA

ON WEDNESDAY, August 6,
the Matiopal State Assembly
(NSA) adopted the Constitution
of the Democratic Socialist Repub-
lic of Sri Lanka. It was unopposed
in its final reading, 137 having voted
for it and pone had opposed it.
SLFP and TULF members were
not present when ths Govern-
ment moved 54 Amendments to
the Constitution nor were they
present at voting time. The oply
lfnamber occupying a seat in the
Oppeosition, Mr. S. Thondaman, 3rd
MP for Nuwara Eliya, voted for
the adoption of the Cogstitution.
The Prime Mipister, Mr. R. Prema-
dasa, had told the NSA that the
new Constitution will be promul:
gated on September 7 and on that
day Sri Lanka's first Executive
President would also take his
oaths before the elected represen-
tatives of the people. :
. The Ceylon Daily News {August
I7, 1978) report of the last day’s
proceedings makes an excellent
summary: “As appoupced earlier,
the Government deleted the con-
troversial Clause |57 of the draft
Constitution which rclated to penal-
ties to be imposed on any persons
who attmept to amend, alter or
repeal ‘the Constitution or any of
it’rs provisions. excspt through Par-
liament. The first amesdment
moved by the Prime Mipister was,
thg addition of the word ‘Swasti”
to the preamble to the Copstitu-
tion, *Swasti’ means ‘Blessings’ the
Prite Minister said: A major amend-.
ment moved by Mr. K. W. Deva-
nayagam, Minister of Justice was
to make fundamental rights en-
shrined in the Constitution appli-
cablé to ‘‘stateless persons”’ who
had been resident in Sri Lanka for,
ten ‘years prior to the comnience-
ment of the new Copstitution.
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Democratic Socialist Republic Of Sri Lapka

“The Prime Minister winding

up the debate said the new Cons-

titution would herald the dawn of
3 new era. The Constitution had
been drafted after the views of all
sections of the people had besp
copsidered, These views had beep
considered by a Select Committee.
A Sspecial report on the Consti-
tution was also copsidered. Today
is 4 historic day where you are
voting for a historic purpose, the
Premier said. “He thanked every-
°ne who had helped in framing the

. the new Constitution.

Constitution. He would not say
that the Constitution was perfect.

‘There might be shortcomings and

those would be locked into apd
rectified 3s the Constitution is
implemented. The aims of the
Constitution are to safeguard the
frecdoms of the people and raise
thzir economic standards,” Mr.
Premadasa said.

“Mr. S. Thondamap said he was
happy to support the adoption of
1 speak
on behalf of the people of this

'THE COVER
THE ROAR/GROWL OF PROTEST

Sri Lanca has no indigenous Lion within its territory but a stylistic Lion
is the symbolic mascot of the Sinhale race. The pational flag has tals
stylised heraldic Li_.Oljl with a sword as its major emblem. Whilst we
“have no Lion to thunder in sonorous roars the protests of the people,

leopards do when they areangry. Onthe covérwe havean angry Cheetah.
Why is he/she angry ? We have a suggestion to offer. Even the animal
Kingdom in the island is aghast at the growing corruption in many sactors

that has begun to creep into the lower and middle segments of the
. Establishmept.  Scon, they fear, the upper echelons will aleo fall victim
fo the ranie malady. People are angry that whilst the misdeeds of the
Past government are being exposed, as they rightly should be, not enough
is being done to check corruption and the abuse of power in the present
UNP administration. Some of the goverpmental trade deals and imports
have Legun to stink to the high heavens. Astropomical figures are
being mentioned as rake-offs and commissions. A new tribe of Com-
mission-agents and contact men have come on the scene who seem to
have more influence with certaiy bursaucrats in strategic posts and also
some well placed Ministers and Deputy Ministers.
. There is usually no.smoke without fire, and Tribune investigators zre
2lready conyinced that corruption on a colossal scale has begun to over-
whelm important secticns of the present administration: WWhat seems
unbelievable is that some of the most corrupt of the last regime 22 among
‘the most influential in the present Establishment and they are reputedly
n;iniing- millions through illegalities, sharp practice and crooked deals:
Some business firms which had corrupted the top-most administraters
ard officials of the last regime are today undermining the integrity of the
present Government. Has corruption become chronic and endemic
in Sri Lanka that even Dharmista seems to have no effect ? Is there nothing
that eyen a Dharmista government can do to stop corruption? Cap
3 permanent Presidential Commission help? The Sri Lanka Worm has
turned many times over and our Cheetah is sparling and growling in
fury—but to what purpose?
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country who earn the bulk of
the revenue of the country and
who had been kept away froin the
maipstream of public life. | am
glad to speaic on their behalf 2nd
support on this Constitution in addi-
tion to havipg participated in the
deliberation of the Select Com-
mittee,” Mr. Trondaman said. Mr.
Thendaman said he would not for
a moment sas that the Constitu-

“tution was perfect or idea! or that
‘it provided a new status for estate

Tamils but it was definitely an im-
provement on what went before.
Anything was an improvement.
Particularly for the sectiops of the

‘people who had been kept out

for the lest thirty or forty years.
The success cf the Constitution
depended not only on its adoptior:
its implementation. He
hoped that all people in Sri Lanka
would be able to live in peace and
harniony. Mr. K. V. Devanzyagam,
Minister of Justice said that he
rose to speak with 2 sense of free-
dom. His regret was thac although
they were adopting the new Cons-
titution they were still upder the
1972 Constitution. , The e Cons-
titution has prowded more safe-
guards for the miporitizs than even
under Section 29 of the Soulbury
Constitution. The Tamils will
enjoy lapguage rights in the courts
of justice in the MNorth apd East
equal to those enjoyed by others”
he said. He hoped tnat that zs
time went on the members of the
TULF would co-operate with the

‘Goverpment ipstead of trying to
‘keep away from the Tamils the

benefits they would be reaping
from the pew Constitution, Mr.
Devanayagam added. When the
amepdments were being discussed
and Mr. S. Thondaman I‘alsed cer-
tain matters gertaining to the
Interpretation (Amendment] Act.
Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali Minis-
ter of Trade said that the Govern-
ment proposed to appoint a Cons:
titutional Commission which

would keep the Constitution under
obs;enratlon Such issues a5 raised
by Mr. Thondaman could be consi=
dered thep, he said.”

The stand taken by the SLFP
was ot upexpected from the time
it recorded its dissent from the
Report of the Select Committee
for the Reform of the Constitu-
tion with 2 long rider (which was
publishad in full in the Tribune).
A statement on the same lines was
made by Mrs. Bandaranaike in the
NSA on August 3 after the Prime
Ninister. Mr. R. Premadesa, had
moved the adoption of the Cons-
titution on August 2 and the Lea-
der of the op,,osmon. Mr. A.
Amirthalingam too had mace a
5-hour speech to set out why the
TULF could niot support the Cons-
titution in spite of some conces-
s:ons to the Tamil minority incor-
porated in the Ccrst!tutlon

The SLFP was very critical of
the government not only because
the new Conpstitution completely
replaced the 1972 Constitutiop but
also becauss of the two Civil Dis-
apilities Bills which imposed civil
disabilities on 34 odd SLFP stal-
warts in the local government
arena with one all-island national
SLFP  star-performer namely
Mr. Felix R. Dias Bandaranaile.

Whilst something can be said
in faveur of some of the objections
against the two Civil Disabilities
Bills, there is no doubt that there
is much to be said in fayvour of the
new Constitution as compared to
the 1972 Conttitution or any for-
mer Constitution in coptemporary
times. The fact that Government
was willing to move so many amand-
ments as 2 result of the discussions
in the NSA, of the speeches made
in seminars znd public meetings,
in memoranda and the like, is testi-
mony to its bonu fides that the
Goverpment was anxious to frame
a Constitution as best as it possibly
could be under the circumstances.
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for
‘amendmeyts moved by the gov-

Elszvhere in this issue we have,
the record, published “the

ernment 2pd others accepted
by the NSA. This is an indicazion
of the scope and extent of the
spirit of accommodation the. gov-
ernment was willing to dlsplay in
order to frame a Constltutrén that
will work.

In coming weeks, we shall exa-
mine the role and attitude of the
different  political  parties—pot
in the government ranks at pre-
sent ard including those nct in
the NSA—to the Copstitution: the
TULF, the SLFP, the LSSP, CPSL,
JVE ete.

+ o+ +

BETWEEN THE LINES

BY SERENDIB

Disturbing Trends—
In The University
And The Exercise
Of Power

*FROM PERADENIYA. Re-
ports continuc to pour into Tribune
from various scurces about deve-
lepments znd bappenings In the
Peradeniya Campus. There is cop-
ternation in many guarters that
there is a subtlz and unde_cla_red
attempt to reintroduce an elitist
framework in the prevailing infras-
tructure and to disperse cutside
the pale of academic society the
unfortunate students of the Hume-
nities and Social Services. What
is regrettable is that all this is being
done behind the scenes—uuder the
counter so to say--because no new
Unjversities Bill has been presen-
ted and the so called qu\e_r:gi_ty
Grants Commissiop (now  en-
larged by two - more memb»rs

TRIBUNE, August 26, 1975



recently) has no lsgal sanction 25

“this body is to be set up by the
new Act too! The bad old Univer-
sity Act No. | of 1972 is being
used to the utmest to squeeze
every procecdural advantage be-
fore it is possible for the Univer-
sity community to react or wake
up to the proper dimensions of
what i5 belng done off stage.

Ornie of the most serfous and
far-reaching of the chapges to be
implemented with outpreperconsul-
tations or discussions is the banish-
ment of the Arts Faculty, the core
of the University in Peradeniya,

to a new and hestily formed and
most- uncongenial site at Polgolla.
Tribune publishes below 2 copy of a
memorandum of the Faculty on
this disturbing trend written in
the most subcdued terms. It is
significant that the most active of
the protagonists are those in the
camp of the Government, who
never expected these consequeiices
of their support. The niemorandum
is entitled THE ARTS FACULTY AT
PER#DENIYA AND THE PROPOSED
CHANGES IN UNIVERSITY ADMIS-
SIONS, and it reads:

“We understand that in 1978
no first year Arts students are to
be admitted to the Peradeniya
Campus and that instead the new
intake will be distributed among
the existing Campuses and the pro-
posed new institutions at Polgolla

 and Matara. [t is regrettable, es-
pecially in the context of the pre-
sent government's pelicy. of giving
greater autopomy to the Upi-
. versities, that the Arts Faculty
at Peradeniya was not copsulted
on thig matter. The proposed can-
cellation of the first yezr Arts
ccurses at Peradeniya has caused
widespread resentment and anxiety
among the Arts teachers in this
Campus, [t has also heighteped
the fesling of disenchantment which
has persisted in the Faculty sitice a
process of dismemberment of the
.~ Arts Faculty began under the guise

TRIBUNE, August 26, 1978

of re-organisation in 1572. The
conditions which prevailed in the
recent past have already caused
2n exodus of a number of highly
qualified staff, curtailed the contri-
bution that the Arts Faculty was
making towards national develop-
ment in a more favourable atmos-
phere at an earlier period and has
led to2n overall devaluation of the
quality of higher learnipg in Arts,
Humanities and Religious studies.

“This memorandum s = being
submitted in the hope that our
ideas and recommendations would
coptribute towards formulating a
clear and positive policy relating
to the future of the Arts Faculty
at Peradenlya, one that would re-
verse the trends of the past znd
re-establish conditions conducive
to meaningful development in che
future. [t is unfortupate that in
attempts at reorganising tertiary
education in the racent past little
attention has been paid to the ac-
tual contribution of the Arts Faculty
at Peradeniya let alope its poten-
tial capacity to serve the country.
The Faculty of Arts was one of the
first to be establiched at the pew
University site at Peradepiya in
the early [950's. Despice many
difficultles including the dispersal
of qualified staff to other Univer-
sities the Faculty has gzined apd
retained recognition not only with-
in our couptry but also among
academic circles abroad. [t should
be emphasised that the facilities
for the teaching of Arts subjects
at Peradeniya are superior to those
available elsewhere and that such
facilities should not be removed
and cannot be duplicated. This is
partly because the majority of
teachers having loined the Uni-
versity of Peradeniya, rather than
a common University service; have
a deep and abiding commitment
to the institution, 2 commitment
sometimes disparagingly referred
to as vested interest, but a com-
mitment without which a good
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Arts Feeulty

Ugiversity cannot be developed.
A number of those who serve at
Peradeniya have refused more Juc-
rative positions elsewhere and des-
pite great odds haye maintained
a substantial output of research
of high quality. In this context any
step which would pave the way
for the elinination or even the
curtailment of the spectrum of
disciplines taught at Peradeniya
would be detriniental to the in--
terests of the University at Pera-
deniya 2nd to the development
of Social Sciences and Humanities
in the country.

“The proposals we make in this
memorandum are based on our
conception of what the Arts Faculty
at Peradeniya should be. We are
firmly of the view that the Faculty:
(a) Should have the entire spec-
trum of sublects in the Social Sci-
ences ajld Humanities; (b) Should
orient its courses towards the
development of ecritical faculties
and aczdemic discipline and while
coptinuing to teach specialised cour-

ses, develop  multi disciplinary
PRISONER
| am bound. [Invisible chains

fiold me captive. My Soul,
which longs to be free to fly
with tne birds and room

with wild becsts, is

tied. The unseen fetters

wnich bind me fast ure

stronger than iron bars,

yet they are finer than gossamer.
I .am like a fly caught

in a web, Bonds of Jove

cre more difficult to break

than iron burs for they

hold you much faster. My
heart cries out to be free,

free to do as it chooses. But

| em a prisoner with no escape. -

CASAVA
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-2dmissions to Peradeniya.

*, past.
. allowed to develop coursss leadin

Civil Disabilities

studies; (c) Should further organic
and meapingful links with other
faculties beth in teaching and re-
search; {d) Should provide 2ll mem-
bers of the Faculty with incentives
to pursue their academic interest
and to develop their creative po-
tential so that they would make
the maximum contribution to the
University at Peradeniya. For this
purpose Faculty members should
be free of 2 feeling of instabilicy
.2nd ipsecurity in their work; and

“ . (e) Should continue to do a subs-

tantial amount of Teaching because
of essential links that exist bet-
weer teaching and research. Apart
from the fact that teaching Ins-
pires research, It proivides for the
discovery of research talent and the
development of research poten-
tial amongst students.

In order to realise these objec-
tives we are making the following
proposals relating to the imme-
diate future of the Faculty includ-
ing the policy relating to student
(1) Pro-
vision must be made for the teach-
ing of Arts at all levels in all three
media including the Fifst year at
the Peradeniya Campus. (2) There
should be po compulsory trapsfer
of statf from the Arts Faculty at
Peradeniya. However, services of
the staff at Peradeniya may be ob-

" tained on a voluptary basis to assist

in teaching at any other campus
as has been the practice in the
'(3) Peradeniva should be

to degrecs end diplomas at graduzte

! and post-greduate levels in the

existing fields of study as well zs
in new Interdisciplinary fields,
(4) The courses at Peradeniya should
be open to suitably qualified stu-
dents from other institutions. Pro-
vision should be made for admitting
such students not only to first
year courses but at other levels
as well. (5} Adequate funds should
be made available to Peradeniya for
the development of exfsting re-

5

sources. In view of the potential
for research available In the Faculty
of Arts at Peradepiya, especially
in the form of qualified staff with
research training, there should be
adequate funding of research in
the form of grants, schclarships,
studentships and fellowships.

“Perhaps it should be made clear
that the reguests we meke in this
memorzndum will not ipvolve a
substantizl increase in  expendi-
ture in higher education. Our
requests in fact are essentially
aimed at the preservation of 2
vizble Arts Faculty at Peradeniya
as well as to remedy the ill-effects
of “the misguided policies whicn
were pursued in the recent past.”

Will this memorandum sub-
mitted on bended academic
knees have any impact cn the
Government?

*CIviL DISABILITIES BILLS.
Though the two Bills have been
adopted, a comment Sent to US
by S. Nadesan before the NSA firzelly
approved the Bills by a two-thirds
majority merits serious consider-
aticns. If not for anything else,
the pote must be placed on record
for what it is worth:

“From what hag so far trans-
pired in the NSA with regard to
the Civic Digsbilities Bills it appears
to be the intention of Goyern-
meit to proceed with the two
Bills once the advice of the Cons-
titutional Court js tepdered with-
out waiting for the adjudication
by the Courts on the writ applica-
tions that have been made to the
Supreme Court questioning the
validity of the findings of the two
Commissions in respect of certain
Persons. This is clearly an un-
satisfactory position and may lead
to apomalous results. If the NSA
proceeds by its legislation to dis-
qualify persons on the basis of the
findlugs of one of the commissions
and thereafter the Supreme Court
quashed those findings grave in-
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justice would have been done ib
the persons comeerned.  Further
such a proceeding will be against
the very spirit of our Constitution:
Under Section 5 of the Constitu-
tion the NSA is the supreme ins
trument of state power of the
Republic and 1t exercises both
legislative power = and  judicial
power. |t exercises the legislative
power of the people directly, but
exercises the judiclal power not
directly but through the courts
except iz matters relating to its
privilegzes when it mey directly
exerclse this pewer. (It must be
kept in mind that these bills are
yery different from the normal
legislation that comes before the
NSA. They are of an unusual nature
in that they affect certain specified
persons whose names are listed
in the schedules). When these
writ applications were made to
the Supreme Court and notices
were allowed in law the pesition
is that the NSA through the courts
has entertained the applications
and issued notices so that the matter
may be properly considered and
decided after hearing all parties.
This means that the NSA exercising
judicial power through the courts
is of the view that the findings of
the commission have to be looked
Into and If need be quashed.

“While the matter of the vali-
dity of the Commission’s findings
in respect of a pumber of persons
is pending before the Courts which
are merely the instruments through
which the NSA illogical exercises
jts judicial power, it Is illogical
for the NSA to enact laws on the
basis of the findings of these com~
missions so far as they affect per-
sons who have made these appli-
cations, What the NSA does in
the exercise of its legislative power
may then be in conflict with what
is being done by the NSA in the
exercise of its Judicial power
through the courts. It is implicit
in our Constitution that the NSA

TRIBUNE, August 26, 1978



would never adopt such a course.
AF there is any suggéstion to pro-
ceed with the two bills before
the decisions of the courts ©on
the writ applications it is for the
NSA to résist such a move as un-
warranted by the Constitution.

“While the government cannot
instruct the judges as to how they
should exercise the judicial power
of the NSA that it does not pro-
pose to proceed with the Bills
until the judicial power of the
NSA which has been invoked
through the courts is exercised
on the question of the validity of
some of the findings of the com-
‘mission on the basis of which the
legislatien has been framed. This
is necessary in order to avoid a
possible conflict bBetween exer-
cise of the legislative power of the
NSA and the exercise of its judicial
power. 5

“The above observations are
limited to this one aspect of the
present issue only and are made
without prejudice to the writers
contention that these two bills are
undemocratic and ‘unacceptable in
a society based on the rule of law”’,

Tribune feels that those found
guilty by Commissions should be
duly penalised, but there is
no doubt that the “guilty’” must
be given an opportunity to
check the validity and correc-
tness of the findings of a Com-
mission before a superior court
before being punished. The
findings and cenclusicns of many
Commissions of inquiry hzave
not, in the past, inspired. such
confidence as to warrant the
carte blanche insistence by tha
. Government to rush the two
bills through the NSA. The
excuse that the legal powers
may be used to delay and subveért
the course of political action
is the cld excuse -Wwhere the
‘abuse of power tredps in under
the guise of legislature sznc-
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tion. The provisions in the
new Eonstituticn will in future
mzlke the procesdings and dali-
berations of Presidential Com-
missions more carcfully, judi-
cially and meaningfully condue-
ted and findings and conclusions
arrived at with caution and
restraint.

*

INTERNATIONAL ~ AFFAIRS

by Ariel

Peking, Hanoi and
(ambodia's Ethnic Chinese

WHILST CHINA HAS scored a
signal triumph in concluding the
Treaty of Peace and Friendship
witn Japan with the inclusion of
the  controversial  “hegemony”
clause, obviously directed at the
USSR, she has certainly suifered
setbacks in her dealings with Viet-
nam. Peking had long refused to
negotiate with Hanoi about the
ethnic Chinege problem and China
had never imagined that Vietnam
would refuse entry to the much-
-publicised Chinese refugee vessalg
to evacuate allegedly persecuted
Chinese residents in Vietnam. It
was when the Vietnamese took a
firm stand on this matter as well
as the question of the ethnic Chi-
nese—that they were Vietnzmese
of Chipese origin—that the Chinese
agreed to negotiate. But the ne-
gotiations have got bogged down.

" The magazine Asiaweek, of August
18, 1978, summed up the situation
admirably: “..lt will take something
akin to a miracle for a break-
through now.’ sighed ope Hongkong
based analyst after Peking and
Hanoi adjourned their talks over
"the fate of Vietmam’s ethnic Chi-
nese this week. The way things
wefe going, he may well

.

Indochina Squabble -

be right. When the feuding neigh-
bours agresd that their vies-for
ign ministers should meet in Hanoi
to iron out the knotty problems
poisoning their refationship, hope
had sprouted that there might be
sufficient goodwill around to pro-
duce some result. It was quickly
dashed when the chief negotiators
turned the crucial first session into
little more than a verbal slanging
match. Indeed a sequence of
prickly confrontations in the
past week made that outcome all
but inevitable........ 2

The Asioweek detailed some of
the confrontations and the con-
flicting versions about the same
incidents offered by the two sides,
and went on to say “..other apa-
lysts speculated on whether the
success of vice-foreign ministerial
talks were important enough to
Peking for it to cool its support
for Vietnam’s arch-enemy, Cam-
bodia, The answer, by the week-
end, appeared to be a firm no,
judging by China's response to the
visit of a senior military delegation

“from Phpom Penh (which included

Vice-Premiers leng Sary and Sen
Sen).."". China had made it more
than clear that she stood firmly
by Cambodia in the latter’s fight
against Vietnam.

Asiaweek continued: *..if Peking
did less than its best to foster an
amiable atmosphere on the eve
of the Hanoi talks, so did Vietnam.
Only a day before they were to
begin, the Vietnamese Communist
Party newspaper, Nhan Dan, saw
fit to accuse the Chinese of bad
faith. Peking’s leaders, it com-
mented, were expressing doubts
about the success of the ‘meeting—
even as they: exacerbated tensions
on the border. ‘All these actions
were aimed at creating an wunfa-
vourable atmosphere at the pe-
gotiating table so that they may
later break the talks and lay the
blame on the other side,’ the daily
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Vietnam's Grouse

suggested. |t also took a hard line
on the ethnic Chinese question, in-
sistihg: that they must either be-
come Vietnamese citizens or be
subjected to the- countrys alizn

Many ooservers in Hoeng-
kong and Bangkok believe
that the VYietnamese have
good rezson to be sere about
China's attitude to the ethnic

Chinese question in  Viet-
-nam compared to the atti-

tude Peking has adopted to

the ethnic Chinese in Cambo-
dia. As in many other Scuth-
east Asian countries the half-
a~million or so ethaic Chi-
nese in Cambodia were the
decisive factor in the economy
of the country. But the Khmer

‘Rouge, with the brutal chau-

vinistic nationalism they have

displayed, turned on the eth-
nic Chinese as they did on the

Vietnamese, Their properties

were seized, they were prohi-

bited from engaging in trade

-and denied even the custo-
. mary means of existence and
- moved them to special reser-

‘vations. ~Tens of thousands

of these Chinzse had dis-
-appeared. Only a few of
- them had turned up as refu-

gees in Thailand and even in
- Vietnam. According to many
such refugees many thou-
sands had been murdered by

Cambodian soldiers. People

in Thailand who had. expe-

rience of Khmer raids on thz

Thai border villages believed

these refugees, tales to be

true.

It is an admitted fact that Peking
has so far been indifferent to the
fate of the ethpic Chinese in Cam-
bodia.  Peking has not pleaded
for any special status for them as
it has done in Vietnam. Camnbodizn

leaders have apnounced that Chi- .

nese leaders had confirmed that
the ethnic Chinese in Cambodia

7

ware part of thé Cambodian people
and that Peking did not-iaterl'gm'l
in the internal policies of Pnom=

Penh in regard to the Chinese-
emigrees and settlers in that coum-
try. According to reports, Deputy
Chairman of Standing Committees
of the Mational People’s Congress,
Teng Ying-chao, the widow of the
late Premier Chou En-lai, during
her visit to Cambodia in January
is believed to have told Poi Pot
that he was following a correct
line in the spheres of both internal
and external policies, and that
there was nothing higher than the
goals of the revolution. This meant
that the Cambodian leaders could
do as they pleased with the, ethnic
Chinese and apply “reveélutionary”
methods to deal with “‘bad” and
“‘reactionary’’ elements among tne
Chinsse residents in Cambodia. One
point stressed by Chinese rafugees
from Cambodia who had managed
to escape to Thailand was that even
the Chinese military advisers who
had gone to Cambodia on Pol
Pot's request wers aware of what
was being done to the ethnic
Chinese settlers and had at times
participated in campaigns to round
up them and send them to labour
camps .

Allegedly it is this double stan-
dard in regard to ethnic Chipese
in Cambodia and Vietnam that
has complicated relations between
China and Vietnam. The Asiaweek
of August 18 summed up the zig-
zagging course of the pegotiations
between Peking and Hapol in the
following terms: “..by the time
Chung 2nd Hoang emerged from
their opening round, it was plain
that there would be no rapid re-
solutions. In a set-speech, the Chi-
nese vice-foreign minister had
reminded his opposite number that
the differences between the two
countries were due to Hanoi's
going back on a bilateral agree-
ment of 1955 that its residents be
allowed a free choice of citizenship.
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Expounded Chung: ‘The Vietpa-
mese without consulting the Chi-
nese side, in February 1976, com-
pelled 2l Chinese residents’in South
Vietnam to register under the patio-
nality illegally imposed = upen
them during the rule of Ngo Dinh
Diem and flagrantly enforced all
kinds of harsh restrictions on those
who elected to retain their Chi-
nese natiopality, ostracising and
persecuting them. z .

“Hoang himself was hardly less
adamant. Reasserting Hanoi’s ‘cor-
rect, fair and reasonable’ policy
towards the Hoa, the Vietnamese
minister denied that his country
eyer persecuted or expelled -its
Chipese subjects. As he saw it, it
was up to Peking to stop its ‘entice-
ment and forcing of Hoa people
to leave for China." After ack-
nowledging Chung's express de-
sire for ‘good results’ the talks,
Hoang pledged his government’s
utmost efforts to ‘contribute posi-
tively’. Whether these diplomatic
desires will be transformed inte
concrete progress is very much a
moot point........ s

China has “certainly czught a
Tartar in V!etnam :

THE WORLD TODAY
by The Recorder

< Japan-China lreaty

S anama '

THE "HEGEMONY" CLAUSE -
Undouptedly one of the most im-
portant and significant treaties con-
cluded in recent times is the Peace
Treaty between Japan and China
on August 12. It has been hanging
fire for a lopg time because of 2
coptroversial clause opn ‘“hegemo-
nism'" which China had . insisted
should be part of the Treaty. In
the context of the current inter-
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national polemics, “hegemonism’’
is & word China has associated
with the Soviet Union, and for
some years China has carried on a
vigorous campaign against the USSR
and its “hegemonism’’ branding that
country as a greater ‘“‘menace’
than America and its imperialism=

Russia had objected to Japan
entering Inte that agreement with
the clause on hegemonism. Japan
had tried hard to persuade China
to drop the term hegemonism, but
Peking was adamant that if the
treaty was sigried it would be enly
with that clause.

Fipally, Brzezinski on his re-
cent visit to China and Japan seems
to have succeeded in twisting
Japan’s arm into signing the Treaty
and ip lobbying Cnina to agree to a
proviso to save Japan's face (and to
help her explain her position to
the Russlans). The treaty is a triumph
for the USA in the Pacific and East
Aslan arena; and Is a set back for
the Sovict Unjon. Already Mostow
hag denounced the Treaty as being
directed at the Soviet Upion.
Whilst China (and -the USA) like
to let the world interpret it that
way, Japan is more than anxlous
to persuade Moscow that there
was nothing sinister In the Treaty
or the clause on “hegeronism’.
A new Jap Ambassador is already
in Moscow and it Is believed that
he will leave no stone uaturped
to convince the Russiajs that there
should be no change in Jap-Soviet
relations.

In the meantime, the USSR has
¢ancelled the currently pending
and long-scheduled negotiations
on coastal fishing in Siberlan waters.
Much of lap fishing in this area is
within the Soviet maritime zone.
Russia also seems to have called
off discussions on some joint colla-
boration projects. Japan has to
make subgtantlal concessions to
the USSR to persuade the Kremlin
that Russia should learnto co-exist
with the Japan-China Peace Treaty.
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How long this process will take
is hard to say, but Japan eannot
afford a quarrel with the Soviet
Union, however much the Chi-
nese or Brzezinski’s America want
it.

The new treaty opens the way
for USA to “normalise’” relations
with China. A Japap-China Peace
Treaty was a pre-condition for
normalisation of relations between
the USA and China. When Nixon
had gone to Peking without Japan’s
knowledge and signed the Shan-
ghai communique, Tokyo was natu-
rally disturbed, and it took Washing-
ton a long time to repair the
damage. The USA did not count
to make the same mistake again,
and it is for this reason, if not to
embarass the Soviet Union, that
the USA had bent itself in two to
pressurise Japan into signing the
Treaty. After this, the USA will
have an easy task in putting Talwan
into cold storage to normalise rela-
tions with China and enter into
full diplomatic relations. Japan
will also extract its peund of
flesh from the USA for acceding
to America’s wishes in this matter,

It is yet too early to say what
the full Implications and re-
percussions of this Treaty will
be. What will Russia do? China
has begun to crow about it
and increase the intensity of
the slogans against “hegemo-

The Hegemony Clause

nism"” but it is difficult go say
a2s to who will have the last
faugh.

For the Record, it is important
to publish the full text of the
TREATY OF PEACE AND FRI-
ENDSHIP  BETW EEN  JAPAN
AND THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC
OF CHINA. The Jaganese Embassy
in Colombo had sent us the full
text—an  unofficial  translation—
and we publish the same with a
statement of the Japanese Prime
Minister, Mr. Takeo Fukuda:

Japan and the People’s Republic
of China,
Recalling  with satisfaction that
since tie Government of Japan
and the Government of the People’s
Republic of China issued a joint
communique in Peking on Septem-
ber 29, 1972, the friendly relations
between tne two Governments and
tne peoples of the two countries
have developed greatly on a new
basis,

Confirming that the above-men-
tioned joint communique consti-
tutes the basis of the relations
of Peace and Friendship between
the two countries and that the
principles enunciated in the joint
communique should be strictly
observed,

Confirming that tne principles of
the charter of the United Nations
should be fully respscted,

TAXATION BY GAZETTE NOTIFICATION ?

UP: CIGARETTES AND ARRACK

The prices of cigarettes have been increased by five cents each
from midnight yesterday. The price of all locally manufactured
portable spirits have also been increased from midnight yesterday.
The special arrack retailed by the State Distilleries Corporation
will go up by Rs. 1.60 2 bottle and coconut arrack by Rs. .80 a bottle.
A 'Gazette’ notification to this effect has been issued by the Minister
of Finance, Mr. Ronnie de Mel. Accoraing to Finance Ministry
sources the Government expects tc collect an additional revenue
of Rs. 300 million with these price increases.

—Ceylon Daily Mirrer,
17, August 1978.
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Sino-Jap Treaty: Full Text

Haping to contribute to peace and

stability in Asia and in the world,
For the purpose of solidifying and
developing the relations of peace

and friendship between the two

countries,

Have resolved to conclude a Treaty
of Peace and Friendship and for
that purpose have appointed a5
their  Plenipotenticries:

JAPAN:

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
SUNAQ SONODA

PEDPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA:
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
HUANG HUA.

Who having communicated to euch
other their full powers, found to
be in good ond due form, have
agreed as follows:

ARTICLE |

[. The contracting Parties shall
develop relations of perpetual
peace and friendship between the
two countries on the basiz of the
principles of mutual respect for
sovereignty and territorial intag-
rity, mutual non-aggression,
non-interference in each other's
internal offairs, equality and mutual
benefit and peaceful co-existence.
2. The contracting parties con-
firm that, in conformity with tne
foregoing principles and the prin-
ciples of the charter of the United
Nations, they shell in taeir mutucl
relations settle all disputes by
peaceful means and shall refrain
from the use of threat or force,
ARTICLE !

The contracting parties declare
that nzither of them gshould zeek
hegemony in the Asig-Pacific Re-
gion or in any other regjon and

- that each is opposed to effortd

by any other country or groui
of countries to establish such
hegemony.

" ARTICLE 1l

The contracting porties, snall in
the good-neig bourly and friendly

“spirit-and in conformity with the

principles of equality and mutual
benefit  and non-interference
in each other's internal. affcirs,
endeavour to further develop eco-
nomic and cultural relations bet-
ween the two countries and to
promote exchanges between the
peoples of the two countries.
ARTICLE IV

The present Treaty shall rot affect
the position of either contracting
purty regarding its relations with
Third countriez.

ARTICLE V

I. The present Treaty zhall be
ratified and shall enter into force
on tne date of the exchange of
instrument; of ratifications which
shall take place at Tokyo. The
present Treaty shall remain in
force for ten years and theredfter
shall continue to be in force until
terminated in accordonce with the
provisions of paragraph 2.

2. Either contracting party may,
by giving one year's written notice
to the other contracting party,
terminate the present Treaty at
the end of the initial ten-year
period or at any time thereafter.
In witness wnereof the respective
plenipotentiaries have signed
the present Treaty and have affixed
thereto their Seals.

Done in duplicate, in the [apanese
and Chinese Languagef, both texts
being equally authertic, at Peking,
this Twelfth day of August [978.

THE STATEMENT BY PRIME
MINISTER TAKEO FUKUDA
(PRESS RELEASED-AUGUST (2.
read as follows:

“Today, the Treaty of Peace and
Friendhip between Japan and the
People’s Republic of China was
signed. On behalf of the Govern-
ment, | wish to express on this
felicitous occasion my great plea-
sure which | am sure, is shared
by all our people.

“Since the Joint Communique bet-
ween Japan and China was issued
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in September 1972, Japan-China
relations have ~ developed ~smco-
thly.  Meanwhile, Governmental
working agreements in the fields
- of trade, aviation, shipping, fisher-
ries etc., were concluded, a5 was
the more recent private long-
term Trade Agreement between
the two countries.
“‘Tne [apan-China treaty of Peace
and Friendship, which was signed
today, aims at placing these Japan-
China relations which have g0
developed on a more stable basis
and promises their further exten-
sive development.

““It is the basic position of [apan
not to allow Hhostile relations to
develop with any country and to
seek peaceful and friendly rela-
tions with all nations. This Treaty
has besn concluded fully main-
taining thiz basic position, @s iz
clear from its provisions. | firmly
pelieve that tiis Treaty will serve
not only to strengthen and develop
the peaceful and amicable relc-
tions between our two countrics
for a long time to come but also
to contribute to the peace and
stability of Asia ond the World.
The cigning of this memorable
Treaty has been possible only with
the understonding and co-operg-
tion of all our people who- have
been iiterested in Japan-China
relations from their respective
standpoints. | wish to express my
respect for the understanding and
co-opetation of all people in various
sectors in and out of the country.”

Shortly after the signing of this
Treaty, Chairman Hua Kuo-feng
left on his trip to Romania, Yugos-
lavia and Iran—three countries wiich
which have differences with Soviet
Union.

ROMANIAN NATIONAL
DAY. This year, the 34th year
after the victory against fascism
and imperialism, was marked by a
visit by the Chinése leader Hua
Kuo-feng shortly before the Natio-
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nal Day on August 23, Romapia,
so far as Sri Lapka and other non-
aligned countries are copgerned,
has distinguished herself by seek-
ing membership in the Nop-aligned
Movement. Her case was sporsored
by Yugoslavid which was obviously
anxious to have another country
in Eastern Europe to declare even
constructive independence from the
Warsaw Pact. Romapia Is perhaps
the most important country whicn
was a member of a military bloc
which gained the “cbserver” status
in the Nop-aligned Movement, At
the last meeting in Belgrade, Pakis-
tan was also granted a gimilar
status.

Sri Lanka has maintained good
relations with Romania—and evan
the controverciz! railway coa-
ches imported in 1974/75 have
not spoiit thase relations; an
the conirary more coaches have
been ordered this year which
the authorities claim will satisfy
commuters especially because
Romania has made the curret
five year plan one for upgrading
quality.

A statemept issued by the Roma-
nian Mission in Colombo states:
. .Romapia a2nd Sri Lagka bhad
eptered irto diplomatic relatiops
on September 15, 1957, In 1963
Romapnia opszped in Colombo a
Trade Repressntation and in 1976
its first diplomatic mission— an
event of great  importance.
Throughout the 21 years that have
passed since then the ties between
the two countries have been warm
and cordizl, the relations of co-
operation and collaboration were
estaolished in the pelitical, econo-
inic and cultural fields, which ara
continually progressing to the
benefit of the Romanian and Sri
Lankan peoples. The very recent
visit to Romania by Hon. Minister
for Foreign Affairs, A. C. 5. Hameed
is an event of great importance
and impact In further developing
the bilateral relations. . ....Romania
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and Sri Lapka, both developing
countries, are together in the
UN, the ‘Group 77", in nonsaligned
movement as well as in other inter-
national organisations. Besides the
good and friendly bilateral rela-
tions, based on the principles of
the strict ebservapnce of national
independene and sovereignty, non-
interference in internal affairs, non-
recourge to force aped its threa-
tened use, mutual advantage, ob-
servance of every people’s right
to develop freedom and to 2chieve
a world in which each pation should
enjoy full equality and be able to
develop independently..Trade and
economic co-operation between the
two couptries witpess a conti-
nuous development too. Romania
and Sri Lapka signed a Long-term
trade Agreement, an Agreement
on Economic and Technical Co-
operation as well as a Protocol at
the first session of the Joint Com-
mission on Economie Co-opzration.
Romania delivers to Sri Lanka
various equipment, such as railway
coaches, lorries, rozd rollers; che-
micals and fertilizers, corriander
seeds, etc., and is buying coconut
fibres, rubber, spices and other
goods. The two countries also
entered into economic co-operation,
the wood-working combine at Avis-
sawella, being a concrete example.
But | would like to stress that
there are many new possibilites and
fruitful prospects for ecopomic co-
operation apnd trade as well, based
on the mutual benefit and aimed
at steady development of bot
countries, which have complemen-
tary ecopcmies. In the eultural
field and in the press we would
like to mention the desire to bring
closer the Romanian and Sri Lan%an
peoples through mutually knowing
better their historical and cul-
tural values. - Upon -the Cultural
Agreement a Romanian Contem-
porary Paintings Exhibition orga-
nised In association with Ministry
of Cultural Affairs just epded In
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fomania’s Notione] Lay

Colombo and will be held In the
provinces soon. A permanent
programme of Romani2n .muslc is
golng on weskly on Sri Lagka
Broadcasting. Other new actions
in this field will follow up this
year. Young Sri Lznkags participa-
ted in 1978 in different short study
coursss in In Bucharest."

From a statement in the organ
of the Communist Fa-ty of Roma-
nia, Scintela, it is possible to have
an idea of the Romanlan concept of
peacsful co-existence in relation
to free dezvelopment of ecopomic
exchanges and co-operation. A
few extracts will illustrata this:

“..Socizlist Romapia is cone
vinced that peaceful co-existence I3
an inperative demapnd for map-
kind to be safeguarded from the
dangers of a new conflegaration
and moreover, ap essential condi-
tion for gach 2nd every people
to advance on the road of progress
and welfare. Our Party and State
do not conceive peacsful co-exis-
tence statically a5 a mere simul-
taneous historical existence or a
mutual tolerance of states with dif-
ferent social systems—but in a
much wider sense: besides living
together in peace it also meapsap
active international collaboratiop in
multiple domains, among all sta-
tes, lIrrespective of their social
system.

“For this very reason, Romania
believes that one of the basic com-
mandments of paceful coexistence
is the promotion of a steadily grow-
ing and diversifying free trade, of a
large, uphindered ecopnomic colla-
boration ameong 2all states of tha
world. That implies the creation
of a more and more comprehep-
sive network of ecopnomic links
and exchanges within which each
country has to receive and give,
the elimination of all artificial res-
trictions and obstacles, the inten-
sification of each country’s parti-
cipation in the internal division
of labour, on equal terms.

i0
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Romainioc And Cesxistance

“It is well-known that most of
such barriers, date back to the

" socalled Cold War period: they

were the outcome of a serious state
of tension and distrust in the inter-
national relations. All these res-
trictive discriminatory measures
aimed at checking the economic
development of some countries,
of the socialist countries respec-
tively, as it was believed that their
political foundation would be thus
undermined. The East-West ecc-
nomiec exchanges and relations were
seriously impaired and reached very
low ebbs—a quasi-breach of the
world economy. The concept of
the so called parallel markets,
which would never meset, appeared
in those circumstapcss. How-
ever, all these discriminatory con-
cepts and measures have proved to
be groundless, contrary to the ob-
jective ecopomic laws and con-
sequently, they could not outlast
the time test. Noge of the means
used, not even the embargoes have
actually succeeding in hindering
the development of the states they
were aimed at their ever more
active principation in the world
exchange of material aqd cultural
values. :

“Perpetuating  the rempants
of such copcepts and practices in
the conditions nowadays appears
all the more meaningless. Of
course it is a positive fact that in
the last few years, the range of
barriers and obstacles has been res-
tricted—which has enabled grow-
ing exchanges of goods™ and ser-
vices between the socialist and
capitalist countrires at a steady
rate, exchanges which have thus
become the most dynamic sectors
of world trade, as well as the con-
siderable development of technical-
scientific  collaboration  inpeak
ecopomic activities. Unfortupately,
not all negative practices in this
field have disappeared. A series
of anomalles are still maintained
today such as discriminating res-

trictions and practices, prefereptial
clauses and treatment, tariff and
non-tariff obstacles, quota-placing
measures meant to impese condi-
tions of Inequality or to preserve
upilateral adyantage. There are
still practices of using the econo-
mic relations with a view to puttipg
political pressure, to Interfering
in the domestic affairs of other
couptries, there are still tendencies
to solve the problems of ecopomic
exchanges and links “from bloc
to bloc' to introduce such prac-
tices in international life as the
assuming of the right to speak
on bzhalf of some sovereign states.
Naturally, the development of sound
relations. in the spirit of peaceful
coexistence requires the over-
coming of such anachronisms which
continue to have an unfavourakle
impact opn international life as 2

“The consequences of such
practices are all the more harmful
as they operate in a world in which
there are serious coptradictiops:
a distorted internatiopal divislon
of Ilabour—iudustrially  advanced
countries znd states whose sole
rele is to supply raw materials;
the division of the world into rich
and poor couniries and the widen-
ing gaps between them; the arti-
ficially declining trade exchanges,
as part of which the developing
couptires hold an ever smaller
share. In these condicions. the
restrictive practices do not cop-
tribute to the settlement of con-
tradictions but on the contrary,
they perpetuate and worsen them
all the more.

“The pegative effects of the dis-
crimipating barriers and obstacles
entail an artificial narowing of
the world market, which has serious
consequences mnot only on the
countries lagging behind but also
on the advanced ones, Politically,
such an abpormal course of the
international economic relations
generates instability, distrust and
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tension, which check the cours®
towards detente.

“Obviously, the creation of 2
dense network of commercial, eco-
nomic, techpical, scientific rela-
tions would have important fol-
lowups in all domains of Intar-
national ‘ife. In the political do-
main, that would considerably con-
tribute to the normalization of
internationzl rzlations, to the buldl-
ing of a more sound cliznate of con-
fidence amiong free sovereign sta-
tes, equal in rights.  Naturaly,
in such conditions, a more favoura-
ble ground would be created for
progress to be made toward dis
armament, which would render
possible the reduction of the huge
founds earmarked for the arms race
and the fse no the meaps thus
released for pacific purposes. Re-
ality shows that there is more-
over a close relationship between
the free and unhindered develop-
ment of the economic relations
and the objective of extinguishing
orpreventing thehotbeds of conflict;
the development of economic rela-
tions among all states, irrespctive
of their social system favours the
settlement of many political issues
in a constructive spirit and conso-
lidates the course towards detente.
As history itgelf testifies, political
problems can be more easily sol-
ved when mutually advantageous
relations of good economic colla-
boration are established......

“In the economic-social domain,
the promotion of free trade, of
a large, mutually advaptageous co-
operation would facilitate the ecor
nomic development and implicityl
the elevation of the living standard
of all peoples. In this framework,
worth mentioning is the import
ance of unphindered technicil-
scientific exchanges, as it is well
known that no people can make
rapid progress upless it bepefits
by the gains of modern science
end techpique..,. .oy,
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“‘All states are interested in the

promotion of such a co-operation: -

For the economically less developed
countries, an international collabo-
ration underlined by equality isan
important facter in the fulfilment
of their fast development plans.
That is why expanded relations
of collaboration largely help era-
dicating  upderdevelopment and
the gaps among states. Deavelop-
ing co-operative relations would
also have a positive impact on the
advanced countries, the more so
as phenomena of recession, of
infFomplete use of the productive
capacities and of ap important
percentage of manpower in various
fields of activity are still persisting
in some of those states..lp cop-
sideration of these very realities,
Romania copsistently acts for all
obstacles stapding in the way of

international economic relations to

be removed persevering efforts must
be made in orderto eliminate the
restrictive measures, the artificial
barriers and commercial diseri-
minations and obstacles........ ray

“As is well-known, a series of
states belong to certain economic
groups. It is however importan tthat
these groups should not be closed
orgapisations; but on the contrary,
they should be widely accessible,
open to collaboration with all the
other countries that wish it. That
necessarily  requires  observance
of the sovereign right of each and
every country that is a member of
one economic group or another
to have dirct economic relations
with other countries and to act
independently within other inter-
national organisations.

“Finally, in consideration of the
truth that the question of trade
and co-operation are of concern
to all states and have general im-
plications, Romania considers that
they cannot be solyed within a
limited framework; it is imperi-
ously necessary that all countries
concerned should participate in the
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negotiation -of those problems on
equal terms dnd that receptive-
ness to the points of view expressed
by everybody should permanently
be shown...... et

+ +

FOR THE RECORD

The Amendments To
The Constitution

FROM THE SUN, AUGUST
17, 1978

The  Government  yesterday
pushed threugh 54 amendments
to the Constitution of the Democ-
ratic Sotialist Republic of Sri Lapia
Bili durigg the Committes Stave
of the debate in the National State
Assembly. As exclusively reported
in the Sun yesterday, the Govera-
ment has given Parliament the
pow:zrs to epact any written law
in the interssts of natiopal secu-
rity ‘to change any Treaty or Ag-
reement between the Goverp-
ment of Sri Lapka, and the Goy-
ernment of apy foreign state for
the premotion and protection of
the investments in Sri Lankz. The
Bill earlier laid down that no writ-
ten law- be epacted or made apd
no executive or administrative ac-
tion be taken in contravention of
the provisions of such Treaty or
Agreement.

The Goverpnment moved these
amendments yesterday in the House
in the absence of the eptire Oppo-
sition with the single exception
of Mr. §. Thondamap (CWC) 3rd
MP for Nuwara Eliya-Maskeliya.

The amendments to the Bill
are for the following clauses. Clause
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 22, 27, 41, 48, 49,
52, 55, 65, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83 84,
85, 86, 89, 91, 105, 107, 110, 112,
121, 126, 128, 136, 138, 154, |56,
157, 158, 15%, 160, 161, 162, 165,
169, 172,
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Constitutional Amendments

Among the most  significant of
the amendments moved by tha *
Prime Minister, Mr. R. 'Premadasa. ;
were the deletion of the contro-
versial Clause |57 and the changing
of the werding of Clause 158. Ciause
I57 sought to prohibit the ad-
vocating of the amendment or
repealing of the Constitution otncr
than through Parliament. Clause
158 sought to give absolute ‘sanc-
tity to treaties and agreements
with foreign Goverpments relating
to investments by their nationals.

The amendment to Clause (58
permits Farliament to pass any .
written law to repeal apy agree-
ment or treaty which is regarded
“as & threat to national sscurity".
Among the other amendments were;
one to Clause 13 (6) which prohi-
bits retrospective legislation. The
amendment says that “nothing shall
prejudice the trial and punishment
of any person for any act or omis-
sion which at the time it was com-
mitted, was criminal according to
the geperal principles of law re-
cognised by the general commu-
nity of nation. It shall pot be =z
contravention of this  paragraph
to require the imposition of a
minimum penalty for an offence
provided that such pepalty does
not exceed the maximum penalty
prescribed for such offence at the
time such offence was committed™.
An amendment to Clause |4,
which relates to some of the funda-
mental rights of citizens, states
that these specific freedoms *shall
for a period of ten years from the
commencement of the Constitu-
tion apply also to a persep, who
not being a citizen of any other
country, had been permanently and
legally resident in Sri Lapka im-
mediately prior to the commence-
ment of the Copstitution and cop-

tinues to be so resident.”

Ap amendment to Clause 83
requires that among the other
matters that should be referred
to a referendum, are any change to

2



Constitutionel - Amendments
.

tha national flag, the national an-
them 'and the national day. An
amendmejit to Clause 85 (2) re-
moves the discration that the Presi-
dent enjoyed to submit to a refe-
rendum any amendment to the
Constituticn if the number of
votes cast in favour thereof amounts
.to pot less than half the whole
number of members (including
those not present). An amendment
to Clause 86 states that the Presi-
dent may submit for a referendum
apy matter “‘other than a Bill”
which in his opinion is of rational
importance. Unpder ths original
provision,  he could refer “any
question” to a referendum.

An amendment to Clause 91
restricts the disnualification of 2
person to be elected as a Member
of Parliament. If during the preced-
ing seven years he had been judged
by a' competent Court or by a
Special Presidential Comimission of
Inquiry to_have accepted a bribe
or gratification offered with 2
view to influencing his judgment

"as an MP or as a member of the
Legislature prior to the commence-
ment of the Constitution,<he would
be disqualified.

Under the original provision, the
disqualification extended to those
found guilty by a commission ap-
pointed by the President under
the Commissions of Inquiry Act
or by a special Pesidential Com-
mission "of Inquiry or by a Com-
mission appointed by approval of
Parliament or by a Committee Of
Parliament . An amepdment to
Clause 107 stipulates that the age
of retirement of Judges of the
Supreme Court shall be 65 years.
Earlier, the age of retirement of
Judges of both the Supreme Court
and the Appeal Court had been
fixed at 63 years.

An amendment to Clause 154
stipulates that ..(2) Notwithstand-
ing the provision of paragraph i)
of this article, the Minister in

13

charge of any such public corpora-
tion or business or other under-
taking may, with the concurrencs
of the Minister in charge of the
subject of Finance and in consul-
tation with the Auditor-General,
appoint a qualified auditor or audi-
tors to audit the accounts of such
public corporation or business or
other undertaking. Where such
appointment has been made by the
Minister, the Auditor General may,
in writing inform such auditor or
auditors that he proposes to uti-
lise their services for the perfor-
mange and discharge of the Auditor
General’s duties and fupctions in
relation to such public corpora-
tion, . business or other under-
taking and theretpon such auditor
or auditors shall act under the

direction and control of the
Auditor-General.

FROM THE CEYLON DAILY
NEWS, AUGUST 17, 1978

Some of the maior amendm=ants
to the Constitution moved by the
Govern:.nent and approved by the
NSA yesterday werei—

# Clause [2—The amendment
will now make it possible for a
person to acquire the knowledge
of apy lenguage as a qualification
for employment within a reasonable
time. Earlier the acquisition of
the knowledge of any language
was within a “‘specified time”.

*Clause 15—Sub-section  (5)
of the Clause has pow been
deleted. The outgoing claus: had
cartzin restrictions on the fupda-
mental right of the “freedom to
form or join a trade upion'’. The
restrictions could be prescribed
by law in the interests of the se-
curity of the staff and the property
of the State agencies and public
corporations. This has now been
comgletely removed from the new
Constitutuon.

* Clause 27—A new sub-section
(h) has been included” which be-
comes a directive principle of State
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policy and fundamental duties to
“completely eradicate illiteracy and
the assurance to all persons the
right to universal and equal access
to education at ali levels.”

_* Clause 79—An amendment
has been brought to this clause
which deals with the provision
for the amepndment, repeal orre
placement of the Constitutiop.
Under thisamendment such a change
in the Constitution must be done
only with a two-thirds majority
of Parliament. Earlier if a two-
thirds majority was pot secured
and only more than half of the
members voted for a change of
the Constitution the Presidert had
power to refer such a chapge to
the people for their zpproval for
a referendum.

*# Clause 83—An amendment
has been brought where even with
a two-thirds majority Parliament
canpnot without the approval of
the people by referendum make
any chapges to the National Flag,
the National Anthem and the Nation-
nal Day (February 4).

#* Clause [05—A new clause
has beepn inserted by which Parlia-
ment may by law provide for the
creation and  establishement of
courts, tribupals or ipstitutflons
forthe adjudi cation and settlement
of inatters relating to the discipline
of bhikkhus or any dispute bet-
ween bhikkhus or any other cis-
pute relating to the performance
of services im,- or in relation to
temples.

#* Clause 107—An amendment
has been brouglt by which the re-
tiripg age of Supreme Court judges
has been increased from 63 to
65 years.

# Clause 126—Amendments have
been brought to this clause whereby
by the Supreme Court has been
empowered to. hear and deter-
mine any question relating to the
infringement of not only any fun.
damental right as epshrined iy
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the Constitution but alse with
regard to lapguage rights,

* Clause I158—This clause which
relates to international treaties and
agreements eptered Into by the
Government of Sri Lanka and the
Government of any foreign State
for the promotion and protection
of forelgn investments has been
amended where Parliament is em-
powered to cancel such a treaty
or agreement if it is “not in the
interests of national security.”

FROM THE “DAILY MIRROR",
AUGUST 17, 1978

Two amendments moved by Mr.
S. Thondaman (CWC-3rd Nuwara
Eliya-Maskeliya) and two by Mr.
W. M. M. Loku Banda {UNP-Hapu-
tale) were passed without a divi-
slon.

A new sub-section to Clause
105 relating to the establishmept
of Courts has been inserted.

After sub-section (30) of this
clause the new sub-section (4)
introduced reads as followss—

Parliament may by law provide-
for the creation and establishment
of Courts, tribupals or institutions
for the adjudication and settlement
of matters relating to the discip-
line of Bhikkus or any dispute bet-
ween Bhikkus or any other dis.
pute relating to the performance
of services in, or In relation to tem-
ples. Such law may, notwithstand-
ing anything to the contrary ip
this Chapter of Chapter XVI make
provision.

(a) for the appointient, transfer,
dismlssal and disciplinary coptrol
of members of such courts, trl-
bunals or institutions by the Presi-
dent or any such other persons as
may be provided for In law;

(b) for the exclusion of the juris-
dictlon of any other Institution
referred to In paragraph (1) of this
Article in relation to such mat-
ters and disputes.
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In this paragraph, the expres-
sion ‘Bhikku’, and ‘temple’ shall
have the same meanings 2s in the
Buddhist Temporalities Ordinance
as at the commencement of tha
Constitution.

This new sub-section was moved
by the Prime Minister and accep-
ted by the Assembly,

In Clause 22 op the language
of administration the following new
provision was inserted after delet-
Ing lines 31-43,

*“(5) A person shall be entitied
to be examined through the me-
dium of either of the National
Languages at any examination for
the admission of persons to the
Public Service, Judicial Service,
Local Goverpment Service, public
Corporation or statutory institu-
tion, sublect to the condition that
he may be required to acquire a
sufficient knowledge of the Official
Language within a reasopable time
after admission to any such Ser-
vice, public corporation or statu-
tory Institution where such kpow-
ledge 1Is reasonably necessary for
the discharge of his duties;

Provided further that a person
may be required to have a suffi-
clent knowledge of the Official
Lapguage as a condition for ad-
mission to any such Service, public
corporation or statutory ipstitu-
tion where no fupction of the
office or employment for which
he is recruited can be discharged
otherwise than with a sufficient
knowledge of the Official Language.”

Clause 169—provisions relating to
judiciary, was amended by the
introduction of pew sub-gections
which read as follows.

“(14) If any matter or question
shall arise with regard to any pro-
cedure or practice to be followed
in any court in consequence of
the coming into operation of the
Constitution, not provided for in
the Conjstitution or any written
law, the Chief lJustice shall haye

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Constitutional  Amendments

the power to give such directions
as he may consider necessary to
prevent injustice or as the justice of
the case may require, and to en-
sure that the provisions of Chap-
ters XY and XVl of the Consti-
tution are given full and complete
effect.

(I5) (i) any reference in Sectiop
2 of the Special Presidential Com-
missions of Inquiry Law. No. 7 of
1978, to the Supreme Court shall
be deemed to be a reference to
the Supreme Court established by
the Constitution.

Under Fundamental Rights
with provisions for rights to equa-
lity Clause 12 has been amepded
to read as follows: (1) All persons
are equal before the law and ara
entitled to the equal protectlon
of the law..

(2) No citizen shall be discri-
minated against on the ground of
race, religion, language, caste, sex,
political opinion, place of birth or
any of them.

“Provided that it shall be lawful
to require a person to acquire with-
in a reasopable time sufficient
knowledge of any lapguage as a
qualification for 2ny employment
or coffice in the Public, Judicial or
Local Goverpment Service or in
the service of any public corpora-
tion, where such kpowledge is
reasonably necessary for the dis-
charge of the duties of such em-
ployment cr office. 3

Provided further that it shall be
Iawful to require a persen to have
a sufficient knowledge of any lap.
guage zs a qualification for admis-
sion to any such employment or
office where no function of that
employment or office can be dis-
charged otherwise than with a
knowledge of that lapguage.”

Another amendment moved is
to Article 14 relating to freedom
of speech, assembly, association,
occupation and movement. An en.

14
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Sout'iern Africd

tiraly new additional section has
been added to the already existing
one to read as followsi—

“(2) The provisions of paragraph
(1) of this article shall for a period
of ten years from the commence-
ment of the Constitution, apply
also to a person who net being a
citizen of any other country, has
been permanently and legally
resident in Sri Lanka immeulately
prist to the commencement of
the Constitution and continues to
be so resident.”

Clausa 82 which makes provi-
sioi for the amepndment of the
Constitution has been amended
as followsi—

Delete linss 25 to 39 and substi-
tue the followingi—

“(5) A Bill for the amendment
of any provision of the Constitu-
fion or for the repeal or replace-
ment of the Constitution, shall
become law if the number of votes
cast in favour thereof amounts to
not less thap two-thirds of the
whole number of Members (in-
cluding these not pregent) and
upon a certificate by the President
or the Speaker, as the case may
be, being endorsed thercon in
accordance with the provisions of

: ‘Article 79 of 80."

Clause Ip7 has been amended
so that the age of retirement of
judges for the Supreme Court will
be 65 years and not 63 years as
provided earlier , The retiring age
for judges of the Court of Appeal
will be 62 years.

BACKGROUND NOTE

NAMIBIA

The question of Namibian
lindependence is once 2galn enter-
ing a period of stalemate with
South Africa's intransigency over

IS

¥valvis Bay. Though this may not
be a serlous obstacle to affect the
progress so far made towards that
goal yet it has all the potentiality
for post-poning the issue by another
two or thrse years.

Namibian's protlem has been
on the agenda of the UN at every
General Assembly meeting since
1946. MNamibia, formerly known
2s South West Africa, is a- terri-
tory 318,099 s7. mils. in area and
lies along the Western Atlantic
seaboard of South Africa. Angola,
Botswana and South Africa are its
immediate neighbours in the North,
East and South respectively: Al-
though it is more than 12} times
the size of Sri Lanka it has a popu-
lation of only 852,000 of whom
99,000 are Whites.

Germans were the first out-
siders to show any real and per-
nanent interest in the territory.

They purchased lands from the na-
tive chieftains and declared it to
be a German protectorate in i884.
The modern history of Namibia
may be sald to have commeiiced
from this date. Besides the Africans
and descendants of Germans, MNami-
bia is populated by various African
tribes such as Cwambo, Kavango,
Caprivi (Morthern parts) Bush-
man, Nama Dama, Rehovoth Bas-
ters (Southern parts) and Herero
(Central parts.) 60% of the popu-
fation lives in  the Northern areas
a5 this is considered to be the most
suitable area for living. Save on
the Northern and Southern bor-
ders, the territory lacks perennial
rivers and has a very low rainfall.
The Northern areas are fortunate
in that they have two rivers Oka-
vango and Cunene, which are
percnnlal and the only area suitable
for cultivation. Othe rwise the zrea
is either desert or scribland. How-
ever, the maip attraction of the
territory lles in Its mineral wealth.
In Mamibia, there are large de-
nosits of copper, gold, silver, Jead,
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cadmium (a bluish white metal
resembling tin) and vanadium (3
hara grey metallic element used to
strengthen steel). Every year 2
million carats of diamonds, 909, of
which is precious stone quality,
are extracted from the diamond
fields of the area. And finally it
possess the largest and richast
uranium fields in the world, This
mineral wealth has attracted inves-
tors from South Africa, GCreat
sitain, Woest-Gerinany, France,
Canada and Japan. The mineral
wealth of this territory is now in
the "hands of 14 multi-national
Corporations of the ccuntries just
mentioned above, and Mamiblans
enjoy very little of this wealth.
This partly accounts as to why
the Wastern ©Couptries—investor
countries are keen on a smooth
transfer of power, and also ex-
plains the reluctance cf South
Africa toleave the place and SWAPOs
(South West African People’s Or-
ganisation) confidence of the eco-
nomic viability of a new nation.

The German Pprotecterate cama
to an end in 1915 when during the
first world war England seized
the territory from the Germens,
in December 17th, 1920, the League
of MNations placed it under the
mandate of Great Britain v/hich
was to be administered by South
Africa. In 1921, 2 legislative as-
sembly of Whites was formed and
a civil Government was established,

Before the digsolution of the
League of Matiens an appeal was
made by South Africa to incor-
porate the territory with theirs.
This request was repeated by Gene-
ral Smuts to Upited Nations
in 1946, But UN refused to ac-
cede to the request and instructed
South Africa to transfer the terri-
toty to the new Trusteeship Coun-
cil of the UN 2pnd promote to the
utmost extent the physical and
moral well being and social advance-
ment of the paopls. South” Africa
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refused to aside by the call of
UN to transfer it to the Trustes-
ship Councit, adopting the position
that she was not under any legal ob-
ligation to the UN, a theme which
she has reiterated several times
thereafter and cannot be said to have
abandened altogether even now.
This situation created an ambi-
guous position as to the real authe-
rity. There were four possible
courses open for the future of Soutn
West Africa at this stage.

(a) The territory be placed under
international trusteeship.

(b} It be annexed by South Africa.
(c) It becoine independent.

(dY The prevailing situation be
maintained.

By 1947 it became clear to South
Africa that UN would never cop-
done or sanction the incorporation
of South West Africa and in June
of that year informed UM that j¢
would not pursue the policy of
annexation, but would admipister
the territory as a mandatory one.
It also agreed to furnish regular
progress reports to the UN, How-
ever, a new government in South
Africa in 1948 discontinued the
practice of sending Progress re-
ports to UN.

In 1951 South Africa propoged
to the UN that a new agreement
be entered with the remaining
principal allied and
powers of the first world war
ratified by UN. This was not accep-
table to the UN.

In 1960 the Gepe ral Assembly
of the UN adopted a resolution on
the subject of granting of Inde-
pendence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples and appointed a Special
Committee to deyise ways and
means to implement this, From
this time onwards the question
of Namibia came to the full focu-
of the UN. In 186], NU created a
special educatiopal and training
programme for Namibians, to pre-
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assocjated -

pare and keep them in readipess
for administration and professional
services, in the event of indepen-
dence. This programme was later
extended to cover South Africans,
and  territories under Portugal.
However the bulkof it went to
Namibians. In the meantime Nami-
bians themselves began to organise
armed resistance against South
Africa and in 1960 anpnounced the
formation of SWAPO under the
leadership of Sam Nuyomo.

As the UN felt that South Africa
was not fulfilling its obligations
it revoked the mandate for South
West Africa in 1966, and in the
following year established a2 UN
Council for South West Africa
(Namibia) to administer the terri-
tory until independence apd pro-
vided for the appointment of UN
Commissioner for Namibia., It
also announced in the same yezr
that in accordance with the desires
of its people, the territory of South
West Africa shoula be knowp as
Namibia. (readers pote that this
resolution—2372—xxvii wzs  adop-
ted in 1967 and henceforth in all
UN' documents the territory was
described as Namibiz). The UN
Council for Namibia was empowered
to support the .National Libera]
Movement of the Namibians and
exert jtg ‘efforts to mobilise inter-
national support to pressurize
South Africa to withdraw from
Namibia. This turn of events was
momentous for MNamibions, who
intensified, both political and ar-
med struggle against South Africa.
In 1571 the International Court of
Justice gave its impremature to

the revocation of the mandate apd-
was in illegal’

found South Africa
occupation of Namibia. These deve-
lopments compelled South Africa
to pour more of is apartheid poli-
cies on Namibia and there began a
reign of terror—terrorising to the
extent that South African soldiers
began to trespass into the peigh-
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Namibi_a

bouring territories of Angola and
Botswana in search of liberation
fighters. Arbitrary suppression of
political activities and public fiog-
ging of suspects became the order
of the day and UN was perturbed
over these actions.

As it dawned on South Africa
that it cannot prolong the struggle
further, it came to accept that its,
gozls for Namibia too are self deter-
mination and independence and hot-
ly denying that it is in occugation
of the territory. The natiopal libera-
tion in the South African cotext
was different from elsewhere. It wis
not merely political independete

they sought to over throw but
racial domination too. Apd the
white Western countries came

to support Namibians (blacks 'of
South africa) on this latter issue
much to the annoyance of South
Africa. Bbt the stand taken by
South Afirca differed from the
attitude of the UN. SWAFO, OAU
and non-aligned couptries. Most
of the critics of South Africc at g
the UN, OAU, and non-aligned
nations understand  Self-determi-
nation to mean self-Government
on a majority rule basis, regard-
less of the great demographic and
cultural diversity of the popula-
tion. By contrast, South Africa
bases its arguments on the hetero-
genity of the population and the
fact Namibia is composed of many
tribes—meaning different people
—each of which has a right to main-
tain its cultural identity. More
important is the fact that South
Africa  was pot prepared to
concede to the UN and SWAPO
the task of shaping the destiny
of Namibia. . :

It is with these aims in mind

‘that South Africa divided Namibia

into 11 separate regions (“Bantus-
tans’’ or “Homelands” as it is po-
pularly described in. these areas

and a cardinal policy of apartheid) =

and established Legislative Coun-
cils in each of them. “Ethpic con-

l6 .



Namibia

siderations’’ were fundamental to
the demarcation of regiors. It is
also alleged that South Africa had
been encouraging the formation
of tirbal armies.

The partitions into reservations
allows the Whites in control of
nearly 449 of the terriroty which
the black majority can enter as
unskilled labourers with special
permits. They cannot take their
families to these areas and are
expected to live in male commu-
nal quarters or rented houses.

South Africa on its part claims
that it has always accomodated the
wishes of the native blacks and
had undertaken social, cultural and
economic programmes to develop
the area. Upto 1974 it constructed
nearly 117 domestic water supply
schemes and a total of approxi-
mately 1,400 boreholes had been
drilled and 500 dams built in Black
areas, The total amount spent on
water development from 1968 to
1974 was § 17.08 million. By
1980 besides water for irrigation,
expenditure on water supply deve-
lopment alone will cost the Gov-
ernment % 150 milliopn  Number
of schools for blocks increased
from 313 in 1960 to 598 in 1973,
number of teachers from 1310
in 1960 to 2453 in 1973 and num-
ber of puplils from 43,000 in 1950
to 140,000 in 1973, and South
Africa has also spent large sums
on hospital and transport deve-
lopments. ln 1977 it called a con-
ference of 150 delegates from
various black groups for a con-
ference at Turnhalle and with White
representatitives tried to discuss
the ways and means of absolisn-
or  reducing the effect of
some of the discriminatory laws.

The Turnhalle Conference rezlly
began in Sept. 75, and  its consti-
tutional Committee decided

on |8 August, 1976, the intention
was for the territory to become
independent as one upnit by 3l
Dec, 1978. The constitutional
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and other deyelopments that took
place over the years, South Africa
claims compare favourably with
those of any other country of the
worldunder comparable circums-
tances. If the development had
been slow, it is because the terri-
tory was vast, sparsely populated
and arid.

It is also true that Vorster's re-
gime has withdrawn seme of the
provisions of the Draconian laws
R 17, which detained a person
without any trial indefinitely and
without the access of his lawyers
and relatives and there is now the
outward semblance of rule of law
and democratic processes.

However, SWAPO and URN
are not prepared to accept these
as valid claims for the continuation
of South African authority in the
territory. SWAFQO  claimg that
the partitions into ‘“‘Bantustants’
was meant to consolidate South
African hold on Namibia, deny the
SWAPO its claims on the authep-
tic representative of the Nami-
bians, and destory the national
unity and territorial integrity of
the territory. Though the Wes-
tern Countries have accepted the
SWAPO as the authentic repre-
sentative of the MNamibiaps, still
a fear looms large in their minds
that stubborn and  intransizent
attitude of South Africa may jeo-
pardise their economic interest-
and political influence in the terri-
tory and later pave the way for
the easy penetration of Russia
through Cuba, becauge the SWAPO—
leader has already made an impact
on the Communist bloc countries.
This is not surprising as all the
national liberation movements of
South Africa—MPLA, ANC, FRE-
LIMO, ZAPU, and SWAPO—
have adopted a Maxist - Leninist
position. It is also true that unlike
the national liberation movenient
of Asia and Africa in the first half
of the 20th century,freedom move-
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meinits of the 6,7,8 decades of the
20th éantury are “'Marxist Leni-
nist” inspired ones. The colopial
countries themselves will have to
shoulder the blame for such conse-
quences. The recent events of
Angcla and Zaire are before them,
(Though in Zaire's case Cuba hag
denied 2ll involvements, Western
Countries appear to have not ac-
cepted the explanations). Secondly,
after its bitter experience in Indo-

‘China, the United States also appears

to feel that the longer the inde-
pendence is delayed for Namibia,
greater are the chances of Nami-
bia falling in the hands of Marxist-
Leninists, if not Russia. And Rus-
sia will be satisfied with that for
the moment.

In this context, the Woestarn
nations consisting of USA, Great
Britzin, West Germany, and
Capada, along with SWAPO sub-
mitted a plan before the Security
Coupcil through the UMN Secre-
tary General, on the 27th of last
month.  This plan envisages (l)
the withdrawal of 20,000 South
African forces stationed in Nami-
bia, and the replacemert with
5000 strong UN forces and another
1000 civilians to ensure free and
just elections. (2) All discrimine-
tory laws to be abelished before
the elections. (3) There was to be
a cease fire between Pretoria and
SWAPQO along the Angolian bor-
ders. (4) SWAPO to dismantle all
its guerilla bases, Yvhat angered
South Africa was the resolution
which requires the re-integration
of Walvis Bay into Namibia. Walyis
Bay, 1124 sgq. Km. in area, the only
deep water harbour and a fishing
centre in Mamibia was annexed
to South Africa only en the 3lst
of August 1977, though South Africa
claims that there is 2 century old
treaty. It is a happy augury that,
though angered and disapgointed
over Walvis Bay, South Africa
has agreed to receive the repre-
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sentative of the Secretary General
of UN Mariti Ahtissari, on whose
recommendation depends the future
of Namibia, Martti Ahtissari
and his team cof 50 officials, includ-
ing Sri Lanka's Neville Kanagaratne
are due in Windheck on next
Supday to undertake the pretimi-
nary work leading 10 general
elections. But one thing Is certain
that thé independence of Namibia
cannot bz post—pone& any longer.

K: Arumainayagam

e =® *

BOOKS FOR THE PEOPLE

Public Libraries And
The Community —2

by A Special Correspondent

Most countries have one national
library. Our own Government
has undertaken such a preject
according to information tha writer
has been able to gather. Any one
interested should be ablz to see
this plan at the office of the Sri
Lanka MNational Library  Services
Bozrd. It is an ambitious project
and let us hope that the project
will be completed soon. It is re-
ported that the cost of this pro-
ject is around |l million rupess,
but | believe that every cept of
this imessive investment is wall
spent. | am reminded of what
Churchill once said, though not
of a library. | quote:

Cologne cathedral tcok six kun-

dred years to build.  Generations

of architects and builders lived
and died while work was in pro-
gress.  Still the work wert on..

..till at lagt there stood foith to

tne world a mignty monument of

beauty and truth te command
the admiration and reverence of
mankind.

So be it with the National Library
goverpment has undertaken. Each
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hand that lays a brick or fixes a
window will be remembered by
generations unborn who will use
this National Library.

Though on a less ambitious scale,
the City Council of Colombo has
also upcertaken its pew Public
Liorary Buildipg. It is understood
that this building is likely to cost
around 0-7 millien rupees (subject
to correction). This building would
probably have cost half this amount
if after laying the foundation stope
in 1285, work had proceesded.

Policy initiatives The extent
of funding public libraries would
depend op political policy ini-
tiatives. Sri Lanka is fortunate
that our own government is com-
mitted to the copstruction of 2
Nationa! Library. In (957, Dernis
Howell then a government Minis-
ter declared in a speech: (|2)

I still believe we need much more
thought about the use of our lib-
raries~their social purpose. In
my view they should become cul-
tural centres in the widest szense
of that term—a place where peo-
ple can gather together to talk,
to hear a variety of discussions.—
the very heart of the community. .
..where people con get a meal
and u drink and whers there is a
multiplicity of activity..the com-
munity cannot afferd to prt up
any expensive buildingz for limited
uze, Our capital resources must
be exploited to the full, and |
intend to consider ways and means
of bringing this about in all new
library ouildings.”

Viewed from any angle, central
government participation In the
promotion of our library services
is an indispensable imperative, Goy-
ernment invelvement in library
services motivated by both eco-
nomic and social considerations has
maintained a steady upward curve.
An efficient library service will
create a dynamic environment
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which will indisputably be to the
advaptage of the couptry in gene-
ral. It is that faith that “a public
library can be a sccial force that
would, through the promotion of
reading save mankind from pov-
erty, crime, vice, zlchiolism and
almost every other weakness that
flesh is heir to'" that will oe the cri-
tical determinantin 2 government's
policy decision.

Library Buildings “A library
should look like a library, not
ltke a factory or a  shep
..whereas every architect has lived
in a house and knows its neads
intimately, they have not worked
in libraries as librarians..ln short,
for a library building to be any-
thing like well planned, the libra-
rian and the architect must saork
in close cg-operation”. (13) The
writer is aware of some library
buildings constructed at great cost,
architecturally sound but library
wise  thoreughly  dysfunctional.
These things happen because thna
professional librarian is or was
not consulted.  Bryan Luckham
has writen ‘‘Besides being a socizl
institution, a public librery has &
physical presence. Nowadays this
can take numerous forms, from
an imposing piece of civic archi-
tecture as part of a regional capital,
to a medest vehicle providing a
mobile service to scattered ham-
lets.”’(14)

Apart from the structure itself,
location does not seem to receiye
much attention. Libraries are
meant for the people and therefore
the buildings should come up In
population centres, 2t sites cen-
trally situated apd casily accessible
—not everybody owns a car! More-
over the typs of library needed
must be ascertained by obtalning
a concensus. Local councils often
determine location on considera-
tions that are political rather thap
on optimum utility value. It would
be pointless for instance to have
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tibraries

a large collection of books for lend-
ing, when a2 comfortable reacing
room with newspapers and jourpals
would suffice. | have seen rural
libraries with perhaps about 200
books, safely locied up and eaten
up by cockroaches and other in-
sect life, whereas all that was needed
there was a wide range of news-
papers. What was most needed
was the one not provided. But
this library building had a room
for the libratian, an unqualifies one
at that, a lending section with the
books referred to apd a couple
of almirahs which served to pro-
vide a comfortable dwelling place
for rodents. This Is the tragedy,
that is enacted when these build-
ings are copstructed without any
regard whatsosver to local needs
and desires. Worse still, it was
obvious to the writer that the
expert opinfon of a professional
librarian had not been obtalped.
Books. ''Books are for ever” wrote
Thomas Carlyle. Elsewhere he has
sald(15) “‘In books lies the soul
of the whole past time; the arti-
eulate audible voice of the past,
when the body and material subs-
tance of it has altogether vanlshed
like a2 dream..all that meankind
has done, thought, galned or been
it is lying as if in magic preserva-
tiopn In the pages of books.” In the
library we are in the company
of immeortals apd dare not violate
its sapctity. To a large extent
however “men come seeking truth,
each in his own way and for his
own ends. In the library the pat-
ron Is not told what to think or
when to thigk It, but in his search
each must discover for himself
the thoughts and opinions of others
apd try to understand them, to ap-
preciate them for what they are,
even though he may not share
them”(16.)

Therefore in the choice of books,
libraries and others responsible
for the selection must bear in mind
these imponderable. The books

9

cannot lightly be selected nor
their range restricted by the parti-
cular proclivities of those respon-
sible for the selection. *A child
with a book In his hands i3 with
immortals” wrote a famous libra-
rian. It Is a community of thinking
men and women who come into
a library and it will not take them
long to get the “feel’” of the
epvirons.

During a week-end conference

at Eastbourne in April 1968, Nor-
man MacKenzie, Director, Cep-
tre for Academic Studies, Unlver-
sity of Sussex made some interest-
ing remarks which | quote below:
“I have personclly a very real
debt to public libraries, not only
in tihe sense of my ordinary pro-
fessional contacts but because |
owe much of my education to a
public library, | was not parti-
cularly good at formal education
lzarning at school and | hoppened
to live in an area where there was
a splendid public library. | pretty
well grew up in this library—it
was a kind of paradise for the
autodidact. Indeed, when | was
at the University | was walking
along the road one day with my
mother and someone who didn't
know ner asked: “Who is that
with Norman?” The answer was
“That's his mother’ and the ques-
tioner said; *‘I didn’t know he had
a mother; [ thought he was born
straight out of a public library™!
| have quoted this piece since it
would interest many; at least |
presume se. In the villages, parti-
cularly, the colossal ignorance that
prevails there cap partly be at-
tributed to the absence of public
libraries. The bulk of the misery
and massive frittering away of talent
that takes place in these areas is
due in very large measure,
to the lack of public libraries with

a good and appropriate book
stock. :
Libravians. Librarfanship as a

profession does not appear to have
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received attentlon.  Although a
deterpiined effort has been made
over the years to provide libra-
ries, a matching effort hag
not been forthcoming in the mzt-
ter of training the men to man
these institutions. This reveals
an unfortupate absence of an in-
tegrated approach. | am only aware
of the efforts of the Sri Lanka
Library Association to previde dig-
loma courses in librariapship and
the course in librarianship rup by
the Vidyalankara Campus of the
Sri Lan%a University.

Dr. E. A. Savage one of the
greatest of public librarians envi-
sages ''the librarian as host" Dr.
Savage copsiders that a librariap
should spend the majority of his
time moving around among the
readers in the library. He should
be like a good host. | have not seen
this happen here in Sri Lanka. Per-
haps this needs fresh thinking.

The American Library Associa-
tion Bulletin of March 1968 has
recorded:

“We need more librarians than
we need libraries tiroughout the
World. Ik is dizcouraging to walk
into a library in a develobing coun-
try even a very Inadequate
meagre library, ond there find
books locked up. Libraricns who
know the valie of booxs when
they are read, who will fight to
see that the books are placed in
the hands of those wno need them,
who will buy, borrow, or steal
to acquire books for their collec-
tions—these are the people and
those are the asiets that are most
greatly needed in the internctionul
scane’

Unfortunately when we walk into
a library we see forbldding notices
and too often the librarians tnem-
selves are brusque and officious.
The disadvantsged reader and these
who would like to get accustomed
to the library habit will resent it.
Library management. An ex-
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cellent iibrarian may not be a com-
petent library inanager. It is pot
axiomatic.  “The root cause is
that librarians see themselves, erro-
neously, as keepers of supply depots
concerned with inventory and con-
trol, ratner than as leaders of
humanistic institutions™ (17). Since
a library as an ipstitution is an
influence in the community, its
management techniques are vital,
The directing head of a great lib-
rary must have imaginative epnergy
and vision, and such a person should
be a “man who knows books,
loves books, and rnakes books. If
he has these three qualities the
craftsmanship of the library calling
is an easily acquired quality” (18).
Those librarians who are experi-
menting with symbols, signs and hier-
achical relationships and shelving
arrangements are adopting tech-
niques which are ecounter-produc-
tive. Perhaps it was these reasons
that in Britain in 1972. the Natig-
nal Library needed nothing more
than the organisational abilities
of a senior civil servant for its suz-
cessful operation and also for the
appointment of a poet Arcnibala
Macleish, in 1939, to the post of
Librarian of Congress in the USA.

Conclusion.  Nearly 85% of
our people live in village areas
covering nearly %8% of the total
land area. These are the disad-
vantaged and it would be a coni-
mendable effort on the part of
those in authority to make an all
out effort to reach out to these
people. Book Mobiles seem to be
the answer. Kep Harrisen sup-
ports this idea. Book Mobiles,
according to him, are playing a
major role in introducisg library
services to previously unserved
areas. In this scheme there are
marginal values as well. There is
much publicity value—a bright, well
maintained and clearly lettered
vehicle attracts immediate attep-
tion.
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If, however, Book Mobiles are
to be effective, it is indispensable
that rather than permit dissipation
of available resources by pandering
to competing interests, a scheme
should be worked out on a natiopal
level whereby a central pool will
be available from where the Book
Mobiles would cperate. This idea
was aiscussed in the Eastbourpe
conferepce of 1948 in the Parry
Report. Dr. Thomas Parry was
Principal of the Upiversity Col-
lege of Wales, Aberystwyth. Onpe
passage read:

“In the Parry Report it is recom-

mended that the entire resources

of a geographical area should
be regardad as one pool from which
each individual library could draw.

Co-ordination of the resources of

librarie; would facilitate the ex-

tenzion of coverage and reduction
of expenditure’’

The question is whether these
competing and copflicting parochial
interests can harmonised i the
national interest. Perhaps when
the District Ministers assume office,
it will be an appropriate to think
along these lines. Such close co-
ordination will alse be a unifying
factor. Libraries are concerped
with nian's kpowledge, Hig strug-
gle is to lezve be hind him his ideas
and thoughts for posterity. Every
heme capnot afford to have a
library, despite Plato's exhorta-
tion that “The home that has a
library has i it a soul'’. Not even
a fraction of homes in this couptry
have even modest Tibraries
and hence the public libra-
ries assume an important dimen-
sion.  Taking a futuristic view,
the writer feels that a library is
unmatched as an institution to
help to make a whole personality.
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{Concluded)

SNIPPETS

A sharp tounge is the only edged
tool that grows keener with cons-
tant'use.—VVashington Irving.

It always does seem to me that |
am doing more work than | should
do. It is not that | object to the
work, mind you; I like worle; it
fascinates me. | can sit and look
at it for hours. |love to keep it by
me ; the idea of getting rid of it
nearly breaks my heart.

—l. K. Jerome-

Human life is everywhere in a
state in which much isto be endured
and little to be enjoyed.

—Samuel Johnson.

Poetry should be agreat and up-
obtrusive, a thing which enters into
one's soul, and does not startle it
or amaze it with itself, but with
its subject.—John Keats.

When once the itch of literature
comes over a man, nothing can cure
it but the scratching of a pen

—>5amuel Lover.

There are two reasons for drink-
ing : one is, when you are thirsty,
to cure it; the other, when you
are pot thirsty, to prevent it.,..
Prevention is better than cure.

—T. L. Peacock,

20

Pgm———

F, e



T

A Novel About 1971

ACID BOMB EXPLOSION--11

Chapter Eleven

The Militant?

by James Goonewardene

STORY SO FAR

Deva, a well-known sculptar, returning home after a sojourn abroad and
failing to get a response to his work in hiz homeland finds 6 jeb as an crt mater
in a school in a town down the coast. Tie Principal, Piyaratne, iz a tybe of
serious educationist tiat haod hean disappearing from Sri Lanka, and Ariya,
the manager of the local resthouse with whom Deva strikes up a friendship,
is sensitive to the disturbing realities and the underground trends swelling up
in ti= country. Ariya, in a talk later witl: Devs, reveals that he is perturbed
about the strange things that have happened in the neighbourhood recently.
Deva giving up his reoms in Colombo asks his brother, ¢ successfl, money-
spinning architect to look after his collection of unsold sculptures. The brotner,
aghast at the thought that Deva sheuld waste his talents in a rural sciool,
offers Eim money to enable him to go back to London to refume his career
a5 a zculptor and regain his former popularity, wealth and succeis. Deva
refuses because /e has no desire to escabe to London and what the world regards
a5 fame. Beforc leaving Columbo finally, for tne village Deva tries to contact
an old friend, whe though an important bureaucrat, was @ sensitive, just man.
In the government office where he had worked he finds a strange new atmos-
phere where an aggresive, unionist, peon ond ultra netionalist clerk tell him
that his friend had been tirown out cs a reuctionary. With nis ties with the
old world he had known snapping, Deva returns to the village. Back ir the
village, Dcva looks for a lodging a5 he does not want to stay in the school
hostel. He cannot afford tie resthouse. His friend Ariya, the restaouse manager
finds him ¢ room: in the house of the villege sub-postmaster whose wife was a
school migtress. In the first day at school, he learns g little more vbout Piyaratne,
the Principal. He also meets a teacher in tne school who spouts fire and
thunder against imperiglist colonialists and talks glibly of socialism. Deva
then encounters, while fizhing one afternoen, an out of work bum whe hcs
still to reveal unother identity. Saturdays are free days and Deva looked
forward to relixation and a chat with Ariya. This Saturday, he found Ariya
in turmoil. One of his waite(s had stolen money and had dizappeared. Before
going to the police, Ariya and Deva learnt of a secret organisation to which
the waiter in question, like many others, hod contribited money regularly
every month. Police begin iavestigations and a temple in the village is referred
to with trepidation. While all tnis excitement was building up, Deva's land-
lady brougnt the parents of one nis students, Gunapdla, whose creative talent
with paint had begun to frignten his parents. They wanted Deva to see what
was wrong with him. Deva found some of his crtistic work very promising,
but Gunapala could not be coaxed to speak his mind a5 to what he wanted
to do. Finally, when pressed, ke had said ' What's the use,..... there'll
be trouble soon......

Deva spent the next few days knew the old man had problems
waiting for a2 moment when he could of his own and he didn't wish to go
slip into the Principal’s office. He charging on him when he was not

21

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

ready to give a hearing. At last,
one afternoon he was alone in his
office and apparently free of pressing
official business; so he went in.

“Well, what now ! Quite some
time since | had a chat with you. |
have seen you in the distance.
Never had the opportunity to have
a word with you. How’s it coming,
teaching art to these ragamuffins 2"

“l try to keep busy and | am tiying
to do what | can. | have had a few
difficulties, especially the unruly
reception | recsived in one of the
upper forms. However, there are
compensations.”

“You must not get too impatient.
| heard of the trouble you had. |
heard it from one of the other
teachers—a young university lad
called Vithaney. | had a talk with
the boys afterwards—like water oj
a duck's back, but some sense will
trickle through. Something’s bound
to happen either way. The situation
can't get worse than this. YWe have
struck hard times. There is no
getting bebind it. The hardest in
recent memory."

“What I've come for is to talk
zbout a student ; someope you will
remember....a boy called Guna-
pala.”

Piyaratne remained silent for a
moment.

“Gunapala!” he said reflectively
a severe and almost distasteful
expression disfiguring his face. “You
didn't strike trouble with him, did
you 7"

He leaned forward, the corners
of his mouth drooping suddenly.

“Well, let's face it—that's what |
tell myself. These troubles have
come to stay—take it as the pattern
of life you've got to live with—
thingstakeon=z different complexion
then. We can’t change things and
we can't run away from them. So
we just wait until things change for
the better.” '
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“Ne | have had no problems with
Gunapala,”” Deva hastened to re-
assure the old man, “in fact what |
want to talk to you about is very
much to his credit.”

Deva paused and looked at the
old man and noticed the scowl was
still there on his face, but he had
to go on. He had to perform the
missicn he had come to accomplish.

“He's an impulsive lad,  He may
be difficult to handle—! do not
know him very well, but talented
people are like that—they have this
skill and don't know what do with
it—Iits what others do to them that
makes them difficult....”

Deva paused again. The Principal
continued to stay silent. So Deva
went on.

“There's no denying that Gupapala
has talent. If he is properly ins-
tructed he could deyelop into a
painter of some importance.”

“Mhn 1" grunted old Piyaratgs,
“l had never thought that there
could be any good in him—but if
you say you have discovered some-
thing in him...."

He paused here and brought out
a packet of cigarettes and took a
cigarette with a kind of hungry
lunge into the carton and lit it
He pufied for a moment.

“Well, what do you want me to
do i’

Deva saw a look of accusation and
sudden distrust appear in the old
man's eyes. Confronted by Piya-
ratge's continued hesitation he
suddanly felt uncertain whether he
was riglit to seek Piyaratne's assis-
tnce in the matter he had come to
see him about,

“l did pot know that you had
problems with him." he said.

“That's all right,”” protested Piya-
ratne, '‘don’t worry about my
reactions. Go ahead and do your
job. That's what we are all here to
do. Act hopestly. lis what I've
always tried to do and | have always
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hoped others would pay regard to
this. Can | then object to someone
elee doing the same thing if it is
contrary to the prejudice | have.
Its possible I've just had a prejudice
zbout this young man, Gunapal.”

Deva, spoken to like this, felt
confused. The magnanimity of the
old man had put a sudden burden
on his shoulder. He could pot
blunder into this thing anymore.
He had to act with a feeling of res-
ponsibility.

“One has to provide the proper
climate for a talent to develop and
grow. In the absence of the right
climate a talent can perish. It cap
lead to frustration and bittergess,,’
urged Deva, | have seen this lad's
paintings. They are good. Ujptil
now he has painted without any real
instruction. A lad does not do
this sort of thing upl:ss he feels
some compulsion. 1 capnot predict
his future, but with proger instruc-
tion e will turn Into a painter of
scme sort'’,

Piyaratne had grown reflectiva.
He hzd lic his second cigarctte.
He smoked it, the corners of hig
mouth still drooping. He leaned
back and sighed. It was almost a
groan, but he continued to stay
silent.

“i don’t think this kind of talent
is too widespread,” went on Deva.

“To find this isolated case gives
us an opportuuity to get the sort
of boost you want for the school.,
'l do what I can to help him along
privately, but there is a certain
basic equipment we need....we
can also hold an exhibition of his
work...." Deva trailed off here,
realising he wasn't maklpg an im-
pression on Piyaratne.

*“He's a problem boy, you know—
one of the militant chaps here,”
said Piyaratne, at last. “He s
upto his neck in some sort of thing
I have not been able to put my
finger op...."”
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Piyaratne paused a mement and
then went on.

“The whole thing may at the
same timz be thrown back at us.
I do not know whether | have already
told you about Hemapala—you know
him, a colleague of yours, cailed
Gurupanse around here—the word
Guru given an added respectability.
it is a peculiar word this—this word
gurunapse. It has all sorts of con-
notations—a rather foolish village
school teather is also called Guru-
nanse—so <am 3@ very venerabls
scholar. In apy case this man Heira-
pala is called Gurunanse as if he
were a very respected holder of the
title. | do not want to go into all
the details about him, but | have had
problems of a kind into which |
cannot go into pow. | can tell jou
though that the ipfluence over scme
of the other members of the st:ff
is not eptirsly good. Ope of the
boys he appears to hava influcnce
over is this boy Gunapala. He was
once caught distributing seditious
literature. | have traced the source
back to our friend Hemapala, but
there was nothing | could do to
Hemapala himself. The moment i
took action against him | would have
been accused of imperialist designs
on the language  olicy of the Depart-
ment. | couldn't lift a finger
against him.”

Deva felt as if the pisces of 2
complicated jigsaw puzzle had fallen
into place. The copntradictions and
undercurrents in the place had
suddenly become clear, but he was
caught between his loyalty to Piya-
ratne and his obligation to Gunapala.
Privately he could help the boy,
but officially there seemed nothing
Piyaratiie himself could do. “You
see, you have put me in a quandry,’’
said Piyaraine, “l must never be
accused of having stood in the way
of the develozrment of a boy's
talent. | must however, warn you
that it would be impossible te
obtain any new equipment from the
department. As it Is | find my
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application for the basic things like
chairs apd tebles Is being turped
down. How can | ask for anything
mere than that. To ask for such a
thing as gear for a single art student,
this would be quite impossible.”

He paused to light another
cigarette. =

“But we'll see what we can do
among ourselves. If you think he
needs to be helped Il try to do
something myself. I'll make an
appeal, if necessary, to seme of my
friends. In the meanwhile let me
look at his paintings.”

The first thing Deva did on his
return to his room was to rummage
at the bottom of his trunk. He had
some Japanese and Chinese prints
in there. This was part of a collec-
tion of pictures he had carried
about with him. He had iastructed
Gunapala to come to hig room that
evening. For a start he would
show him thesc prints.

That evening Gupapala turped up
as expected. He came and stood
i the ceptre of his room and shifted
his gaze round slowly: He was a
diffident lad, but containad withia
him was this potential for znger
and even viclence. Deva asked him
to be sezted and gave him time to
collect himself while he sorted out
the prints on the bed. Then he
instructed Gunpapala to study them.
The lad stood over the prints and
scrutinized them for a time. He
had not seen their like before. It
was 2 strange, new world he was
suddeply being introduced to, 2nd
he stood there, fescinated by what
he saw. At the end of his long
serutiny he turned round to Deva.

“Do you see anything there!?
Are they different from what you
know about paintings?”

“Yes, they are different—very
different. They are like drawings
one does with a pencil. They use
colours differently tco."

Deva paused a moment while
Gunapala continued to stare at the
prints.
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“There are several things yeu
must observe in these prints,” said
Deva, "“the first thipg chat strikes
you are the lines. They are like
drawings as you said, yet the skill
to do them comss after long training.
You notice the lines are very fine.
Nothing hazy about them—Firm,
quick, direct strokes. It is difficult
to understand the training that goes
into it to give that quick, easy result.
This is the main difference between

art in the west and art in Ciina and
Japan.”

Deva paused a moment and trisd
to explain the idea in mere simple
terms. He spoke both English and
Sinhala, trying each in turn, fumbling
with his words because the idea
was difficult and he had to make it
easy.

“Ancther thing you'll rotice,”
he said, “is that a mountain is a
Mountain and a stream Just a stream.

A STUNMER

WHAT IS AUSTRALIAN BONELESS BEEE?

No sooner last weeld's Tribune (18.02.78) hit the newstands
bombarded by ‘phone calls from many angry readers about the
Meat Racket” dealt with in the CONFIDENTIALLY columa.
missed the main point in the racket,” they said. Fach had bought several
two ib. packs of the Australiin boneless beef—at Rs. 9.00 a 1b. Th
had expected to get really top class boneless beef—somethin

They are mountains, net particular
mountzins in a particular plece.
Someone in this country would paint
Samanala kanda or Pidurutalagala—
you'll recognise these 25 mountains
evisting in Maskeliya or in Nuwara
Eliva. With a minimum of brush
strokes they paint a tree apd it
becomes a tree—they paint a moup-
tainand it becomes 2 mountain...."

Deva paused when he realised
Gunapala was puzzied.

“The idea behind all this is so
difficult to be told in simple language,
but yet | must tell you about it,
even if you may not understand it
noew. The Japansse painter thinks
people are boupnd to place and
time—you are bors in a village but
you must be freed from it. Mo
time, no place then you are fres,
free to come and go where and when
you like. The painting, they think
must give you tuis feeling. Painting

» We were
“Imported
“You've

Sy
g superior

to what the local butcher provided at Re. 6.00 2 15, What did the buvers
of the imported pack find? The two pounds—when thawed—consistad
of small pieces of meat, fat, muscle, ligaments and other oddments, In
of a quality about which one could not write home about. A regular
meat-eater told Tribune that ultimately a pound of this imported beef
cost Rs. 18- a Ib. after the unsatable portions had been thrown away.

Who is it that has been led up the gardea puth ? The local purchaser
who fell for the Elephant House circular or was it the Elephant Houge
itsell which was fooled into buying tenth grads Australian beef 2 Elephant
House's purchasing department must wake up. There are stories cir-
culating that Pettah suppliers inject water into carcasses before they are
weighed for delivery to EH. If the cheatipg is domestic, at least the
money remains in the island. But must we waste foreign exchange an
Australian boneless meat—at three times the price we grudge to pay the
local butcher for good meat? When will the grand illusion about imparts
end ?
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must come from a deep understand-

ing of human life....do you under

stand ! Gunapala shook his head.
Deva tried again. He tried io

explain  this in different ways,
slowly, painfully; he went on,,
hoping something would filter in.

It wes a risic he took of confusing
the lad. The ideas were stra, ge
apu difficult, but he felt it was
necessary to expose him to them.
't had to come as a shack. A shock
sometimes was pecegsary. Tho task
he had undertaken was going to ba
hard and long, but given time he
could perhaps, do something to
help the boy, if nothing in the
meanwhile, came between him apd
the boy to upset his teachipng.

“Look at the picture again,”” he
instructed Gunapala.

The next time he would, perhaps,
show him some impressionist paint-
ings, end on from there to other
techniques and st)les. After that
he'll get him to make a closar study
of human anatomy, teaching him
how to draw an arm, a head, a leg,
a torso. There was much learning
and much time peeded, but this
was a beginning, and it had to go
on, and the lad would, in time,
discover everything there was to
be discovered and become a painter,
but this was all in the future and
many things were to take place
before all that.

(Copyright Reserved)
# * »

REVIEW

In A Vain Shadow

by Jayantha Somasundaram
Now as never before, it becomies
vital, for Tamil-speaking peorle
who stand for peace and progress
within our borders, to reiterate
their commitment to a United
Sri Lanka. The silence of those
on the side of sanity has served to
hasten the degeneration towards
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violence. It has above all given a
monopoly of expression to those
who have no real or humane solu-
tions to the problems that cop-
front us in contemporary Sri Lapka,

If we are to take a stand this
side of sanity, then we must be
clear in our minds a5 to why we
do so. We haye to build upon a
viable ideology. One that cay
withstand the romanticism of ad-
venturists. In search of an ideo

“logy we must look to history. But

not only to the history of the past.
But the history of the present
and of the future as well. And
history tells us thet unity is a one
vigy strest that leads o progress.
Weile fission is the road to destric-
tion.

Economic progress has been
best registered in those regions
which have pursued a course of
integration. The countries of
Westerg Europe tnat emerged as
commercial powers, did so after
internal unity was achieyed, The
wealth apd strength of the United
States apd the Soviet Union lies
in their ability to bring about uaity
among diverse people and vast
masses of land area. In our own
generation, we see Western Europe
emerging 2s an econcmic chal-
lenige, thanks to its economic unity,
It sezks to further consolidate its
development by moving on to poli-
tica] unity. Closer home we ses
the economically stropgest group
of countries reaping the bere fits
of unity, achieved through ASEAN.

Economic priorities diccate
political irtegration. To breakup
nations on racial, linguistic or reli-
gious limes is to court disaster.
The classic example is that of the
Indian cubcontinent. Where re-
ligion and now race have split the
land, divided men and robbed them
of a better life.

Lets get this straight. If we
split this country we can kiss good-
bye to any hopes of developing
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‘together or sink 'together,

. predeluvian., We

Tamils And National Unity

apy section of it. We either swim
And
that's what nistory - teaches us.

The commupication revolution
makes divisions on linguistic lines
are hurtling to-
wards the era of a World languaga
or languages. Communpication satel-
lites are uniting the world, break-
ing down artificial barriers carried
by langages. It is absurd at this
juactura in time for the Tamil-
speaking people to try to protect
themselves by devolving on linguis-
tic lines.

Just as important as the his-
torical bzsis for integration, Is
the emotional basis for integ-
ration. Millions of Tamiils south
of the Elephant Pass haya lived
peacefully with other linguistic and
racial groups. They still do so.
As a resylt they have bacome cos-
mopolitan in their outlook and
begun partaking in 2 national cul-
tUre. We are net referring merely
to the English-speaking elite who
share their fashiopzble clubs—but
of people at all levels of society
who have evolved a way of lifz
that capnot easily be repudiated
today. To beliave that one can roll
back the carpet of history and
regress to the pre-Portuguese era,
is to live in a vain shadow. But
soon the glare of reality will ex-
pose the superficiality of the sha-
dow of seperatism.

That tco many Sinhalese-speak-
ing people are humane in their
attitude to minorities is something
that is a vital factor in determining
the emotional basis for national
unity. last August, a young Sinha-
lese mother of our acquaintance,
was adequately moved by the
horror that she saw in the refugee
camps to weep.

We begin to see therefore that
the Coylonese as a people have
now evolved to a level where they
share common values, concerns and
interests. In other words there
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is more than an adequate case for
national integration.

Adventurism has sprung up
because there is inadejuate objec-
tiveness in viewing our problers.
The viclence that adventurism
gives way to cap pever solve any-
body’s problems, Violence merely
hardens the resolve of the extre-
mists 2nd robs the moderates of
influence;  thereby  obliterating
the possibilities of negotiated
settlement.  Both on political
and on ethical grounds, we
repudiate violence.

Those who bear arms are res-
pansible to no ene and can there-
fore play no meaningful political
role. Violence when used to but-
tress 2 political slogan often ends
becoming a cult in itself. Above
all it is always the innocept who
suffer.

As it reacts to violence, the
state machinery indiscriminately
applies its own violence In a vain
attempt to solve the preblem. But
that in itself can never be a solu-
tion.

The solution lies not«n the hands
of the extremists or the law-
enforcement agencies, but in the
hands of the Tamil-speaking people
thamselves. They have to be realistic:
learn to negotiate In a spirit of
trust and genuinely seek solutions.
Ope must appreciate and acknow-
ledge the desire of the President to
seek solutions to the very real
problems that copfront the Tamil-
speaking people. A response to
this initiative Is called for. And
it Is up to the mass of the Tamil
speaking people to pressurise their
elected leaders onto the negotia-
tion table.
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THE NON-ALIGNED
MOVEMENT

Letter From Belgrade—1

by A. W. Singham

This is the second of a two-part
series by Professor A. W. Singham
on the Non-Aligned Movement
written exclusively for the Tribune,
The first part, the LETTER FROM
HAVANA AND  WASHINGON
appeared in the Tribune of July
I5, 1978 (vol. 23 No. 3). A, W,
Singham is currently Professor of
Political Science at Howard Univer-
sity in Washington D.C. He is the
editor of a book which has just
appecred entitled The MNon-
Mligned Movement in World
Politics, published by Lawrence
Hill & Co. A review of this book
will appear In Tribune shortly.
Prof. Singham is presently a visit-
ing Fellow at the U.N. undertaking
a study on the Non-Aligned Move-
ment. From September this year
he will join the Department of
Political Science, Brooklyn College,
City University of New York.

President Tito set the tone for
the ensuing discussion that was to
take place at the Foreign Minis-
ters' meeting of the non-aligned
couptries held in Belgrade bet-
ween duly 26th and July 25tn. He
made it clear that the pext Summit
will be held in Havana, Cuba, thus
putting an end to the efforts on
the part of the West to desta-
bilize the proceedings of the nop-
aligned Foreign Minister’s meeting.
For it was also clear that after the
Havana Bureau Meeting in May a
major campaign had begun whereby
either Cuba was to be expelled
from the non aligned movement
or the nop-aligned countries were
to vote for a postponement of
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the next Summit meeting. Presis
dent Tito, however, reaffirmed the
three major objectives of the nop-
aligned movement, namely, to
follow a policy of peace and détente,
to support the struggle for patic-
nal liberation movements in Africa,
and to dismantle the existing world
economic order and create a new
interpational economic order.
Thus the straiegy of trying
to divide the movement intc
extremists and moderates
had totally collapsed. The
Western press had predic.
ted that the non-aligned mu-
veinent faced in Bslgrade on2
of Its most serious crises
since its inception in 1961,
Indeed, the leader of the non-
aligned movement, Yugos-
lavia, was cast in the role of
being one of those moderate
nations whizh was o l[ezd
tha fight against the extre-
mist nations, namely Cuba
and Vietnam. President Tito
stated cleariy to all these
attending the Forzign Minis-
ter's Conference that Yuges-
lavia was not a party to any
effort to disrupt the non-
aligned movement by caliing
for either a postpcnement
or a changs in the venue of
the next meeting of the Heads
of State to be h:ld in Havana
in 1979. Thus, the mecting
of the Foreign Ministers of
the non-aligned movement
proceeded without any seri-
ous disruptment,

There were those who had hoped
that the entire conferente pro-
ceedings would be totally dis-
rupted once the vepue for the
next Heads of State meeting was
put on tha agenda. The only coup-
tries to formally raise the issue
in Belgrade were Egypt., Somalia,
Zaire, Morocco, 2nd Campuchia,
It became clear that as the Con-
ference proceeded thesenior mem-
bers of the pon-aligned movement,
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namely Algeria, India, Sri Lanka,
and Yugoslavia were not going
to allow a procedural question to
disrupt the meeting. Ope of the
suggestions that was being touted
at the Belgrade meecting was that
the venue should not be decided
until Cuba had agreed to withdraw
its troops from Africa. :

However, the issue of Cuban
troops in Apgela did not attract
a8 much attention as sonme had
hoped, This issue was debated in
Khartoum a few weeks earlier
where some pations raised quas-
tions about the possibility of Africa
becoming a war continent. The
majority of the African states fol-
lowed the leadarship of the front-
line states, namely, Mozambique,
Angola and Tapzagia, who were
against the call for the withdrawal
of Cubap troops. Here again, most
of the African couptries took the
view that as far as Cuba was cop-
cerned, it had acted on an invita-
tion by a sovereign state. It should
" be remembered that at Khartoum
nations like Somalia, Morocco, and
‘Egypt were distinctively in the
minority. Most of the African sta-
tes were quite clear that as far as
the Ogaden province was con-
cerned, Ethiopia was elearly cor-
rect in trying to protect its own
territorial integrity.

Therefore, at Belgrade it was
not surprising to hear a nermally
conservative Kenya speak very pre-
cisely on the subject.

Members of our movement must
teach the world not to meddle in
the internal affairs of other stetes.
Peaceful  coexistence, peaceful
settlement of disputes, non-aggres-
sion’ and  non-interference  in
Internal matters of other states
are all cardinal principles of our
movement and we must recommit
ourselves to them in word and
deed. -Having said all that,
let me assure you Mr. Presi
dent, that my government
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nevertheless rerognizes the
legitimate right of a nation—
aggressed state—to seel
any assistance from its fri-
ends to help it defend its
terriforial  integrity, inda-
pendeace, and the lives and
property of its pecple from
external  eggression.  (Em-
phasis mine)
Most of the African states had seen
the Cuban presence not necessarily
as 2 foreign presence but indeed
as the presence which had stop-
ped the advancing Southern Afri-
can troops. For Africa, as well as
fer tha majority of non-aligned
pecples, the war against South
Africa is almost a holy war and any
help it receives from friendly na-
tions is viewed as an act of moral
courage. It was clear then that at
the Belgrade meeting the front-
line states in Southerp Africa,
namely Tanzania, Zambia, Mozam-
bique and Angola were in no mood
to discuss the question as to whe-
ther Cuban troops had to be with-
drawn. They had copsiderable
support from moderate countries
like Nigeria and Zambia who in-
sisted that the two issues, namely
the withdrawal of Cuban troops
and the venue of the pext Summit,
were totally unrelated.

Mations like - -Guycna, Sri
Lanka, and India saw ihe prob-
lem in constitutional terms.
They argued t¢hat since the
Heads of State has decided on
the venue, namely the deci-
sion in Colombo to hold the
meeting in Havana, there was
ro possibility of re-opening
this issue zt the level of the
Foreign Ministers. Most of
the countries came to the con-
clusion that the issue of Cuban
troops in Africa was entirely
a state to state matter, and
that thercfore countries like
Angola and Ethiopia had the
right Lo ‘make their own deci-
sion 25 to the nature and e
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Belgrade Meeting -
tent of the support they ;nrere
to receive from countrles out-
side of Africa.

There was another -issue ‘that
could have possibly affected the
smooth proceading of the conferen-
ce, namely the tension between
Campuchia and Vietnam. Thanks to
the creative ‘role of the Chairman
of the non-aligned movement, Sri
Lanka, this issue was not allowed
to get out of hand for it was clecr
that ‘an issue of this kind could not
be resolved at a plenary meetimg
of the non-aligned movement but
had to pe resolved possibly by the
new formula being developed by
the non-aligned movement to resolve
disputes between member nations.
The political affairs section of the,
Foreign Minister’s meeting had
agreed that whenever there were
confficts between nop-aligned na-
tions these ' conflicts should be
brought beforc the Bureau of the
non-aligned nations and that an
ad hoc committee be created for
the resolution of these conflicts.
The other explosive issue before
the Foreign Minister was that
of Western Sahara. Here 2gain,
thanks to the leadership prowded
to the non-aligned movement by
such couptries as India and Sri
Lanka the conflicting parties were
asked to await the result of the
OAU formula before the non-
aligned movement would ‘interfere
in such matters. Thus, the gleeful
expectations of the Western press
that the meeting of the Foreign
Ministers would end in chaos and
total disruption were avoided.

The " Belgrade mieeting showed
onc: agaip that the non-aligned
movement was becoming increas:
ingly - sophisticated in its approach
towards interpational politics. A
cursory reading of the documents
of the movement since 1961 shows
how far the movement has ad-
vanced theoretically. In 1961, the
movement contained within it all
the major ideological tendencies
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that existed in the world at that

‘time. Tito and Yugoslavia claimed

to reflect the socialist and Marxist
tendency in world politics, Nehru
and India represenited the social
democratic tendency, Masser and
Egypt rzpresented the reformist
military  tendency, 2nd finally
Nkrumzsh and Ghana represeuted
African socialism and the populist
tendency.

His_ oricaiiy, the non-aligned
movement hés always been a diverse
one ideclogically and contoined
within it aoll these te.dencies. Yet
within itz diversity it had maintained
itz unity. Once egain, ¢s President
Tito told the opening Tession, uaity
dees not mean unanimity. The uaity
of the movement esienticlly revolved
arovind issues of werld peace, colo-
nigliz [impericlizm, and racizm.

In Belgrade, the Foreign Minis-

‘ters meeting began to search for

some further clarity on thesz is-
stes. In our view, there were some
major advances made in all of these
three areas. In the past, especially
irr 1961, the issue of peace was seen
primarily as one of keeping the
two major powers, namely, the
United States and the Soviet Union,
from going into 2 nuclear war that
would not only destroy themselves
but the world in its entirety. To
avoid global conpfrontation did not
mean that the non-zligned niove-
ment had poised itself as being
equidistant from the two powers.

Indeed it was President Tito who
reminded the Conference that the
policy of non-alignment  was
never and could never be a policy
of equidistance. The experience
of sthe world disarmament confe-
rence held shortly before the re-
cent Belgrace Conference in New

~York had proved to the non-aligned

countries that the issue of dis-
armament could not be. separated

from the other issues that confron-
- ted the  world political system.

They thus argued that if a nuclear
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war was to be avolded a number
of strategies would have to be adop-
ted. Amongst the strategies ad-
vocated were those of a nuclear
free zone and the establishment
of certain strategic areas such as
the Indian Ocean which would ba.
ket free of major power rivalry,

But the most important lesson
it learned from' the UN meeting
was that the issus of disarmament
could not be saparated from parti-
cular crisis areas in the world arena
that could eventually lead to a
nuclear war. The non-aligned
movement thus was attempting
to create a situation where peace
could be instituticnelized. In other
words, it rejected the view that
war was ineyvitable and that given
the power constallations in the
world it would indead be desirzble
to have the major actors go to
wal' so that they, the non-aligned
peoples, could pick up the pieces
after the war. The nop-aligned
motement rejected the view that
there Was an insvitability in ths
“course of world politics, and held
the view that they, thouzh tney
were poor apnd without power,
could indesd affect the course of
world -history.

The Foreign Ministers thus con-

" cluded that even though the world

appeared to be on a collision coursa
they were determined to make
sure that the collision would not
occur, Finally, the mocvement
attempted to link the disarma-
ment isste with the demand for a
new interpatiopal ecopomic oraer,
They argued tnat the existing glo-
bal disparity between the rich
and the poor would lead to war
and that only by reducing tnis
disparity could a nuclear war be
avoided. Philosophically, they were
using the old argument that eco-
nomic_deépravation would lead to
war. Thus, they were attempting
to link the idea of a mew inter-

"national economic order, that ‘ig
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the removal of economic discri-
mination with that of disarmament.

The . non-aligned movenient
-has always argued that the best
guarantee for peace was the des-
truction of existing military pacts.
Again, the Foreign Ministers in
Belgrade notad that they did not
wish to see the world transformed
into one giznt arsenal where the
peoples of the world would have
no option but to icin one of the

.existing pacts in order to survive.

it would indeed be erroneous to
assume that the non-aligned
movement was basically a pacifise
movement in world politics. They
have indeed corsistently supported
wars of pational liberation. The
history of the ronp-aligned move-
ment has shown that it is by no
means convinced that all wars are
immoral.

The non-aligned countries have
recognized the need for natiopal
wars of liberation especially in
the continent of Southern Africa,
The; attempt to make a very de-
licate distinction between a mili-
tary pact and a military allionce.
They allow for the possibility that
some pations at different historical
epochs might require the sup-
port, particularly military sup-
port, of other nations in ordzr to
defend their sovereignty and ip-
tegrity. They also made it clear
that membership in an economic
alliance was qualitatively different
from that of being a member of 3
military pact. At a press confererice,
the Vietnamese Foreign Minister
made * this point abupdantly clear

‘to a number of Western corres-

pondents.

Most of them had suggested that
that Vietnam's membership in 2an
economic organization with the
Soviet Union made her ineligible
to be a member of the non-aligned
movement. The Vietnamese Fore-
ign Minister made it clear to the
New York Times correspondent who
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had raised this question that meni-
bership in an economic unit such
as ASEAN did not disqualify coun-
tries like Malaysia or Singapore
from being members of the non-
aligned movement. Mopn-alignment,
he argued, did not mean nautrality,
but a general agresment amongst
the members not to participate in
military pacts which would totally
turn the world into one huge
garrison society.

(To be concluded)

SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

July 20 = July 29

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA

AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN
COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—
Ceylon Dally Mirror; CO—Ceylon
Observer; ST—Sunday Times; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Llankadipa; YK—Vira-
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina;
SLD—Sri Lankadipa; [D—Janadina;
DP—Dinapathi;  SU—Sun; CM—
Chintamani; WK—Woeekend; RR—
Riviresa; = EN—Eelapadu; [IDPR—
Information Dept. Press Release;
DK—Dipnakara; DW=—Dawasa,

THURSDAY, JULY 20: Legis-
lation to restructure the system
of courts will be introduced in
parliament next menth; it will
be called the Judiciary Act, the
Minister of Justice announced yester-
day. A total of pearly Rs. 100 million
has been misappropriated from 32
of the 286 MPCS Urions in the
country. The Presidential Com-
mission appointed to inquire and
report on misdeeds committed
during the Sirima Bandarapaike
Government will begin sittings on
August I. Work on three more
housing schemes in Colombo will
begin shortly—CDN. The goverp-
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ment has disapproved the manner
in which an Invitation has been
sent for 102 delegates from Sri
Lanka to attend the |lIth Festival
of youth and students to be held in
Havana and the part played by
the Cuban embassy in this con-
nection.  Foreign investors will
be given specific constitutional gua-
rantees safeguarding their invest-
ments in Sri Lanka in the pro-
posed new cops titution. Sri Lapka
will shortly switch over to the
purchase of whole wheat instead
of wheat flour which has been im-
ported since World War |i; the
wheat will be milled here and this
will save the country Rs. 128 mil-
lion in foreign exchange and gene-
rate employment opportunities—
CDM. The Sri Lapka High Com-
missioner in Britain is of the view
that the government should re-
consider permitting  Sri Lanka
women from seekipng employment
as domestic servants and house
maids in Arab countries. The three
man Presidential Commission which
probed the affalrs of Air Ceylon
over a seven year period has zd-
vocated that the new company
should operate absolutely inde-
peadent of any ministry or govern-
mant department—SU. The 2ad natio-
nal convention of the TULF will
be-gin today—EN. The government
has imported Rs. 6422 million
worth of essential items within a
period of seven months—DW. About
15000 bank empleyees are expec-
ted to join the island wide bank
strike today—ATH. The goverp-
ment has appointed a three man
comniittee to recommend Ways
to improve the living standards of
plantation workers—DM.  Secre-
tary Geperal Kurt Waldheim war-
ned African leaders against accord-
ing their continent to become
an arena for power-bloc confrop-
tation—CDN. Egyptian-Israeli peace
talks ended with an announce-
ment that US Secretary of State
visit West Asia in about two weeks
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~SU. A black gardpner who sent
his white employee’s daughter a
love Jetter was yesterday sent to
prison for six weeks—CDM.

FRIDAY, JULY 21: The defeat
of the Sirima Baudaranaike family
bandyism was the main event that
should be celebrated on the first
anniversary of the government;
this was the decision of the Gov-
erpment Parliamentary Group which
met at a special sessiop yesterday.
A President can never become a
dictator in Sri Lapka upder tns
proposed new constitution said Mr.
Gamini Dissanaike. The Custems
have bared a racket where S5vi
Lapkans travelling abroad were
found to be using a numbear of pass-
ports in order to obtain foreiz;
exchange quotas for each triz sald
a Customs spokesman. The rail-
way will soon have worren ticket
collectors.  According to the St.
lohn's Fish Vendor's Association
the shortage of fish js due to the
scarcity of ice—CDN. The Presi-
dent will deliver a message to thz
nation from the historic Maha-
maluwa after the planting of ay
Ehala, a semi sacred tres to n.arj
the first apniversary of the govarp-
ment tomorrow. The World Bapi
has granted Sri Lanka a loan of 25
million US dollars of which 21
million dollars is for the rehabili-
tation of 9000 hectares of tea lands
and the balance for crop diversi-
fication. The Minister of Transport
said that there has been an improve-
ment in the bus serilces after de-
centralisation—CDM. Employecs in
the private sector and corporations
and boards contributing to the
EPF will shortly be able te cb:aip
housing and other domestic loans
from their costributions, if the
propesal of the Minister of Labour
becomes law—SU. Paddy producticn
in the Polonnaruwa area for the
last Maha seasop exceeded 5.8
million bushels. The Minister of
Information and broadcasting said
he was trying to estabiish TV in
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Sri Lanka by next year—DW. The
Transport Ministry has decided to
start a lorry service for transport.
ipg goods and a ferry service for
people—LD. India’s lower house
of parliament repealed the tough
maintenance of internal sscurity
which allowed former PM Indira
Gandhi's government to jail people
without trial. Guipea President
Ahmed Sekou Toure called today
for the removal of all foreign troops
from Africa and proposed a con-
tinent-wide ‘friendship pact’ to end
the use of force in resolying prob-
lems—CDN. The Cyprus President
declared lage night that a conspiracy
agalpst his government had beep
foiled in its early stages. The drou-
ght in Ethiopia hag hit some |2
million people in the Wollo region
and 300,000 more in Tigre Pro-
vinee—SU.

SATURDAY, JULY 22: The
Fresident said on the eve of the
first apniversary of the formation
‘of the government that he had
managed to bring a sense of free-
dom to the people of this country.
The Japapnese government  will
provide Sri Lanka a loan of about
27.5 million US dollars with 2 view
to contributing towards its eco-
nomic development—CDN. A new
strategy for the successful imple-
mentation of an island wide di-
versified development programme
through the District Ministers
Scheme and the derentralised budget
is to be formulated by the Ministry
of Plan Implementation as the gov-
ernment today enters its second
year in office. Certain categories
of repatriate workers in the plan-
tatiops sector will receive 2n ex-
gratia payment of Rs. 500 from
the government to facilitate their

departure to India—SU. The Minis-

ter of Trade said if corporations
could stop -wastage, goods could
be given at lower prices than 2t
presant—DM. Key elections within
the ruling Janata Party were post-
poned until May next year after
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sharp clashes among party leaders
meeting in New Delhi—CDN.

SUNDAY, JULY 23: The Pre-
sident in- the course of a message
to the nation yesterday appealed
for the people’s ‘goodwill and dis-
cipline’ to help the government
in it's ‘stupendous task’ of wiping

out in  six years ‘2 colossag
heritage, of inefficiency, corrup-
tion and nepotism.” The Sacred

Buddha Relics from Kapilavasty will

be taken back to New Delhi ina

special plane which is dua to leave
Katunayake Airport on Tuesday—
ST. The President yestercay invited
the people of the country to point
out defects like corruption and
inefficlency to the government. The
UNESCO sponsored Fourth Re-
gional Conference of Education
Ministers of Asia and Oceania will
be ipaugurated by the President
tomorrow at the BMICH—S0. The
government has decided to intro-
duce legal controls on the island
wide pollution of the environment
and is now examining the different
aspects of the problem with a view
to formulating appropriate laws—
WK. Bolivian President Hugo Benzer
announced he was resigning and
handing over power to the armed
forces—S0.  Transport Minister
Manmoon Abdul Gayoom stands
for election as President of
the Maldives pext week as sole
candidate in a referendum- in

which he must win more than
half the votes—WIK,
MONDAY, JULY 24: The

President addressing a mammoth
rally at Bogambara groupds last
Saturday evening said the govern-
ment was committed to work for
the benefit of the people of Sri
Lanka a2nd not for the Friends
and relatives of those in power;
‘merit, honesty and ability will be
the criterion on which the people
would be given their due recogni-
tion he said, Commercial activity
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in the island both in the private
and public sectors is gaining mo-
mentum each day; but job gene-
ration remains low. The Minlstry
of Agriculture and Lands will soon
launch a project to establish a
140,000 acre fuel wood plantation
in the Mahawell Development area.
The Ministry of Finance has given
the ‘gresen light’ for the Fereign
Resident’s Scheme which was tem-
porarily shelved owing to the
dissolution of the last parliament—
CDN. The transfer of teachers has
bsen stopped by the Minister of
Education until an ‘equitable and
just formula’ is workad out. Near]y
ten thousand public servants have
claimed that they were politically
victimised by the previous govern-
ment—CDM.  The setting up of
Criminal Intelligence Upits in the
24 polize divisions will be the first
major change in crime detection
in the history of the Sri Lapka
police service—SU. The leader of
the opposition said that the gov-
ernment had not achieved very
much in the past one year and only
the cost of living had gone up and
luxury products have beep im-
ported—DP.  The People’s Bank-
has decided to give loans to co-
operative societies and individuals
to build food warehouses—LD. The
President said he would ask the
Tourist Board to build a five star
hotel facing the Polgolla reservoir
—DW. The South African Opposi-
tion made fresh calls for the resig-
nation of Justice Minister James
Kruger after the deaths of three
blacks held by police—CDN. Egyp-
tian President Anwar Sadat said
in Cairo yesterday lsraeli President
Menachim Begin's ‘craving for Arab
land’' was the sole obstacle to a
West Asian peace settlement.
China today accused Cuba of doing
its utmost to soil and sabotage
the nop-aligned movement and bring
it into the Soviet orbit—SU. 4|
people died in Rhodesia’s. guerilla
wat during the past two days, a
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dsfence force commumque said “ip
Salisbury. More than two raillion
‘People have been affected by floods
in North Eastern India—CDWM.

TUESDAY, JULY 25: The
President said vesterday that the
government would soon take steps
to ensure that children learn all
three lagguages— Sinkala, Tamil
and English. Twenty thousand
workers in the textile printing
industry will be laid off by their
employers unless there is im-
mediate government intervention
to receive the problems of the
textile printing industry. Nine
trade and industries chambers in
the private sector vowed they would
find employment for 5000 raw
hands by the end of the year ip
response to the Presidents call ip
I_'-'e_b,ruary to increase their work
force by ten percent. The Parlia-
mentary Group of the TULF wiil
decide today its stand regarding
the draft constitution—CDN. Tne
government hopes to increase the
guaranteed price for paddy to the
farmer to Rs. 45 a bushel from the
Rs. 40 paid at present. The Minis-
ter of Agriculture and Lands has
d‘écideld to sat up agricultural ser-
vice organisations in every elec-
torate—CDM. The President told
harbour workers yssterday that a
disciplined society or nation could
never be destroyed and if  Sri
i.agka was to be developed each
of us must be disciplined in our
life and works—SU. The Presi-
dent said yesterday that the four
ports—Trinco, Galle, KKS and
Colombo would be brought ipto
the standard of the best In Asia witn
lapa.nese aid—VK. The government
has received reports from many
of the districts that many of tha
unemployed persops were not clais
ming tneir allowance of Rs.50—ATH.
The population of India is now over
630: m'llllr.in according to a report
submltted to the Planning Com-
mision—CDN.  World wide mili-
tary spending totalled 400 billion
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‘dolfars in 1976, about 29, more
than the amount recorded 10 years
earlier the US Arms and Disarma-
ment Agency said—CDM.  Presi-
dent Fazal Chaudry of Pakistan has
reportedly resigned his office a
month before his term comes to
an end on August 14, The Pakistan
government has issued a white
paper on how Mr. Bhutto ‘rigged’
the elections in March last year
bafore he was crushed by the pre-
sent regime—SU.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 26: The
PM yesterday presented in the
NSA the draft Constitution of the
Dermocratic  Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka; it will repeal and replacs
the Constitution which was adop:
ted and enacted on May 22, 1972
by ths pravious government. The
government has given Municipalities
and local bodies far-reaching autho-
rity in the imposition of license
fees and duties. The holiday struc-
ture in several countries is being
studled by the Ministry of Public
Administration in an effort to pre-
pare a more rzalistic holiday struc-
ture for Sri Lanka specizlly in the
public sector. The Minister of
Labour after his recent visit to the
Miadle Fast has said that Sri Lap-
‘kans emrployed there have many
grievances regarding working condi-
tions, but they will stick to thejr
jobs till their contracts are over—
CDN. Paddy isto be made available
off-ration to all consumers thro-
ugh co-operative societies—CDM.
The Minister of Irrigation etc told
a meeting of representatives of
donor countries apd agencies at
the BMICH yesterday that the Sri
Lanka government had taken neces-
sary measures to coptain subsi-
‘dies for copsumpticn, and for uti-
lisitg the resultznt savings for
develop ment—SU.  The Fertilizer
Corporation has decided to import
4,30,600 tons of fertilizer chis year
to help agricultural procuction:
this is 150,000 tons more than the
imports last year—[D. The Cocenut
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‘sciousness and patriotism
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Hérketing' Board  was -forced to

‘refuse many orders from’ abroad

for coconuts as the production in
the country does pot even meet
local needs—DW. The CWE has
sold cver 4000 tons of B. Opions to
the private trade at 50 cents a
pound—ATH. The dollar tumbled
on the European foreign exchapge
markets yesterday after slipping be-
low the 200 yen level in Tokyo
for the first time since World War
Il. I8 year old Miss Garper from
South Africa was crowned the
23rd Miss Universe last night—CDN.
Finance Mipisters of the EEC mat
in Brussles yescerday te begin ham-
mering out oetails of a new Euro-
pean monetary system zs outlined
by EEC heads of State at their recent
meeting in Bremen—SU.

THURSDAY, JULY 27: A
programme of activities in school
and outside to instill na‘flonal cop-
among
children drawn up by the Presi-
dent has been approved by the
government. Straight laws to
effectively curb trafficking in child-
ren by unscrupulous persons have
been included in the proposed
Children's Charter that will be
submitted to the Cabinet by the
Minister of Social Services. Tha
goverament has decided to give

‘assistance on 2 priority basls, to the

private sector to set up ssven ice
Plants throughout the country to
help bring down fish prices. The
delegation expressed the view that

‘they were more thap impressed

with all the work that the govers-
ment had and was still doing—CDN,
A Double Tax Agreement was
signed yesterday between the gov-
ernments of Sri Leanka and Czecho-
slovakia—CDM.  The government
is- to utilise nuclear power to a
greater extent in major deVelop-
ment projects in the country; two
of the projects now lined up for
this are the Coastal Conser\ratlon
Project and the Mahaweli Deve-

‘Topment Project—SU. The govern-
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ient of Ifaq tias appointed MF. A. H.
Al-Daer ids Ambasador to'Sri Lanka—
IDPR No.” 131/78.  The Deputy
Minister of Health has told officials
to take immediate Steps to recruig
ayurvedic physicians to hospitals
which are in need of doctors—LD.
The Labour. Ministry has announced
that co-operatives could be kept
open till 10 pm.every day—DK.
The police force will recruit 15,000
more girls and boys into it's cadre
next month—DM. A Moscow Court
toda_,' tnexpectadly allowed Jewish
activist Maria Solepeik to go free
after trying her on charges of
malicious ™ hooliganism. More than
4000 |ndonesian political - prisoners
were released in Bandung today.
Severe monsoon floods in Northern
ndla have killed more than 200
people and rendered
homeless officials “said  yesterday—
CDN. y

FRIDAY, JULY 28: Local shirt
and “garment manufacturers have
ur‘ged the government to clamp
down an immediate ban om Salu
Sala handling textile imports; they
chim that Salu Sala was selling
ihaport_ed textiles of a yery inferior
quality at Rs, 16 and Rs. 17 a yard
while garment manufacturers with
export licepces are importing di-
rect a far superior quality of textiles
for as low a price as Rs. 9.50 a yard.
Theugh the overall production of
rubber, fell in 1977 Sri Lanka's ex-
port earnings from that commodity
increased last year by Rs. 38.7 mil-
lion over the preyious year. A com-
prehensive research study to de-
termine factors ipflusncing vege-
tablz prices in Sri Lanka has. been
launched by the Agrarian Research

and Training Institute—CDN. The

Special Insurgeney Branch of the
CID is conductlllg top level Fn\.‘esu
gattOns into insurgent actiy ltIes
in the Kegalle district—CDM. The
government is to go ahead with
its state cum private sector plans
for the exploitation of the marine

thousapds.

resources 25 ‘miles away from the
N.W coast ‘of the island—SU, = The
Paddy Marketing Board has  bought
70,8 million bushels of paddy during
the first three months of this year
—LD. For the first time in Sri Lanka
a ship building yard will be cons-
tructed " shortly in the FTZ—DW.
The goverament has .decided to
control the use of water by charg-
ing consumers for the use of it—LD.
Kuwait sparked off the first major

row at the non aligned foreign

minister's conference -in Belgrade
last night when it accused :Ethi-
opia of genocide and suppression
of freedom in the war torn pro-
vince of Eritrea, India yester-
day warned faliow nion aligned coun-
tties against reliance op foreign
military support in -an apparent
reference to Soviet and Cuban
involvement in Africa stressing’ the
danger of ‘bringing in the cold war,
by the back door'—CDN.. About
500,000 villazers have been ren-
dered homeless after two days of
torrent:al rains in Centra.l Sudan.
Gynaecologists in _sg.veral
tries welcomed the news of the
first test tube baby in Britain
yesterday but there was also wides-
pread concern over the moral
implications—CDM. At least. nine
people died recently in heavy fight
ing between harijans and members
of a Hindu caste in the nearby
Southern Indian (town of  Villi-
puram—SU.

SATURDAY, JULY 29: A
National Export Board which will
fupction as the pivot in Co-ordi-
pating Sri Lanka's export promo-
tion drive is to be set up soon the
Minister of Trade said. A Stats
taxi service to be run by the CTB
will commence in September; the
hire rate will be about Rs. 2 a
mile. The government has decided;
to sign the Human Rights Coyenant
a delegation Is due to leave for
Geneva to participate in the Waorld
Conference on  anti-rascmi  apd
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.sugar to Sri Lanka.

caun--

-a toll of 239 lives so far.

ference last night.

‘questioning
‘aligned movement and stoutly de-

Racial Discrimination. The goverp-
ment bas decided that school
buildings in major paddy producing
areas will be used as paddy stores.
The second annual copvention of
the TULF opens today—CDN. The
Food Commissioner has signed a
contract with the Indian State
Trading Corporation in New Delhi
for the supply of 50,00 tons of
It was vital
for Sri Lanka at this stage to con-
centrate on stepping up exports
and inaugurating a new meaningful
export drive said the Mipister of
Trade, The leader of the Opposi-
tion welcoming the Minister of
Public  Administration and Home
Affairs to Jaffna said that the pr-
vious government only paid lip
service in the matter of imple-

‘menting the Tamil language as the

language of administration in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces;
it was his hope that the govern-
ment would provide the machipery
and the staff to trapslate their
good intentions to reality—CDM.
The politbureau of the CP of SriLanka
has pointed out that if the present
split in the party is not remedied
the unity of the party would be
at stake—LD. The fast rising waters
of North Ipdian rivers have ta.ke_n
Simon
Peres leader of the Opposition
Labour Party accused PM Begin

Jast night of missing the opportu
‘nity for peace with Egypt.

Viet-
nam and Cambodia engaged in a
bloody border conflict since last

‘year, clashed sharply at the non-

aligned foreign ministers Con-
Singapore told

fellow non-aligned nations bluntly

‘yesterday that it was their own fault

that the super powers were making
using of their couptries as battle
grounds for proxy wars. Cuba
today attacked China and-Egypt fors
ques its role in the non-

fended Cuban. invelvement—CDN,
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Confidentially

Agricultural
Development
Authority

CAN THERE BE ANY DOUBT
that the President should be con-
gratulated for setting up an Eva-
luation Team (on a suggestion by
Dr. Wickrema Weerasooriya, Sec-
retary of the Ministry of Plan Im-
plementation) to review the func-
tions of statz organisations in the
Agricultural Sector and evaluate
their use of resources? That the
Ceylon Daily News on Thursday,
August 17, published some ex-
tracts from the Report which
was handed over to the President
on the previous day? That the CDN
highlighted the fact thatthe Report
recommended “the dismantling of
the Department of Minor Export
Crops, the disbanding of the Jana-
wasama Commission and the pro-
gressive phesing out of the Land
Reform Commission .. "2 That
“another major recommendation of
the study is the strengthening and
restructuning of the Ministry of
Agriculture” because the Team
found that the Ministry was “not
adapted to the yery special and
rigorous demands of modern agri-
culture..by setting up of four
separate divisions in the Ministry
to take respenpsibility for research
and extension, production inputs,
land use policy and livestock deve-
lopment™” That whilst the CDN
report refers to a number of other
maiters the Team had dealt with
(especially the duplication of weork
by various statutory bodies in the
agricultural sector, the desirabi-
lity of freeing the Dept. of Agri-
culture from commercial activi-
ties, the revitalising of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture ctc, etc.), it
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obviously soft-pedalled whatever
the Team had to say on the newly
set up Agricultural Development
Authority (ADA)? That without
naming names all that the CDN
stated was ‘“‘the report comments
on the trend towards the crea-
tion of statutory authorities vested
with co-ordinating and super-
vising functions and point out that
Section 103 (2) of the Constitus
tion vests this power in the Secre-
tary of each Ministry and this autho=
rity capnot be delegated without
specific legislation...... among the
Tean's findings are that such au=
thorities have neither the capa-
city nor the ‘authority’ to carry
out many of their statutory res-
ponsibilities satisfactorily”? That
there is no doubt that this can
only be a reference to Agriculture
Department  Authority  (ADA)
which has become 2 kind of a Bull
in a China Shop not only in the
few electoral arsas in which it is
operating but also in other areas
where its politically-snthusiastic
bosses are ‘abls to throw their
weight about temporarily at least
(the Lake House, the SLBC, etc
etc.)? That it is hard to believe
that the Evaluation Team which
appears to have done an excellant
job of work on all aspects of the
Agricultural Sector could have mis-
sed or ignored the activitics of the
ADA which is pow very much of
a square peg in the round hole?

IS IT NOT A FACT that the ADA
was set up in a hurry without
adequate consideration? That the
bright sparks and smart Alecs who
conceived of this orgapisation as a
Super Task Force did not have
the faintest idea of what they were
about? That it would appear that
the ADA operated on a patent fal-
lacy that the managerial practices
of the plaatation sector was good
enough for the development of
the rural,agriculture? That it has
also been known that in spite of
the newscasts over the SLBC apd
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Must Be Disbonded

the headlines and sunshine stories
in some daily papers, the ADA
has been allotted functions which
it can neither carry out nor has
the necessary resources or admi-
nistrative authority to discharge?
That it is also obvious that the
ADA’s activities cut across liges
of authority and imglementation
programmes of other organisations
and also that what it did was to
duplicate extensively (at great ex-
pense to the tax-payer) the fupc-
tions of other long existing orga-
nisations which....could easily be
made to fupction more effectively
with a little streamlining? That
some people believe that the only
function the ADA could discharge
is to look after agricultural in-
puts and supplies; but there is
little doubt that this view is only 2
way of avoiding the disbanding
an organisation set up by this go-
vernment!? That all those who think
ratiopally will accept that if the
Janawasama, the Department of
Minor Export Crops etc., are dis
banded, the ADA must also follow
suit? That it was clear when the
ADA was set up that it was an at-
tempt at Empire building similar
to what Kobbekaduwa had attemp-
ted through his APCs? That the
kindest way of eliminating the ADA
without loss of face to the UNP
is to absorb it into the Ministry
of Agriculture as a division of the
Migistry? Thatthe UNP’s prastige,
however, willbe greatly eahanced
if it had the guts to admit that it
had made a mistake about the ADA
and disband it without more ado!?
That the UNP would be well-
advised to disband the ADA and
cut the empire-builders in it te
size because these little men puffed
with temporary importance, if al-
lowed to strut about, will provide
the material for a new Presiden-
tial Commission to investigate!
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Registered as a Newspaper In Sri Lanka

“A revolutionary thinking is necessary
tofree usfrom the present economic
and political morass. The Constitu-
tion will put an end to the concen-*
tration of power in a family and a

"

BlASS e s
Prime Minister Premadasa.
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