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A

Letter PFrom The Editor

ON THE COVER we have a picture of 2 young buffalo calf, newly borp,
being examined by Its elders. We have too few calves being borp in thig
country now because the cattle and the buffalo population capable of in-
creasing the livestock herds have all but disappeared, Recent governmental
reports and articles in the Economic Review published by the People’s Bapk
on the crisis In the livestock and dairy industry, reveal a sharp decline ip
the natiopal cattle and buffalo populations vith the consequent drep in
milk production and consumption. In 1963, it was estimated that there
were 1,595,900 cattle and 852,000 buffaloes; in 196¢/70 there were 1,593,000
cattle and 736,000 buffaloes; in 1973 the figures were 984,000 catt'e and
387,000 buffaloes: in 1976/77 the number were 910,000 cattle and 387,000
buffaloes; and in 1978 it was 750,000 cattle and 325,000 buffaloes. This is a
serious decline in spite of the continuing imports of high quality apimals
especlally for breeding. In this situation, shortage of meat and milk become
inevitable, and the country for some years now has had to import milliens
of rupees worth of milk powder and now meat also. This is suicidal for
as a country which has all the patural resources and the environment not
only for self-sufficiency in meat and milk but also an export potential for
the same products. This dilemma before the nation has been posed some-
time ago in this way: “The alternative challepge for the Government is to
substitute loeal development and production with more and more imports
and find more foreign exchange, loans and grants as Aid for this purpose,
Already imports of milk foods and cattle are increasing. The Goverpment
will have to start importing on a continuing basis livestock fead, eggs and
<hicken by 1979, and beef and mutton by 1980, if ot earlier, urless a major
reorgapisation is updertaken now 1s 2 matter of urgency. Even now it is
difficult to supily 4 days of beef and mutton a week in the high consumption
urbanp areas. The C.LF. prices of all imports except eggs will be more thap
double current local prices. Therefore by the end of 1980 all prices of
livestock {roducts must double. To expect a subsldy on imports will be
against the present Government policy, unless to force down lnesl prices,
But for how long? If a subsiuy is not given imports will be available only to
hotels, forelgners and the affluent class. And, wherezs we din, a fair urice
to our fariners we shall be supporting more farmers In other countriss,
It will be another tiger by the tail like rica apd flour ....... The Leather
Corporation too will have to import Fides and subsidise local footwear with
export earnings. In the meaptime unemployment will inerease in the sub.
sector. Let us therefore place the crisis In the dairy sub-sector in correct
perspective. There are no solutions for the dairy szctor per se. Thers
are very close agro-economic inter-relationsiips with the beef market, tie
coconut industry ar.d even the paddy sector. In fact these permeats th rough
the whole agricultural sector. There are pe magic or instant solutio;s
either. Nor are there once and for all permanent solutions. A solutlon
today such as say on prices, will certalnly need revision tomorrow or the
day after when the circumstances in which the decision was taken chenges. .
Now, what is the Government doing about meeting this challenge?
Apart from importing beef, mutton, lamb and poultry meat, what staps
has government taken to encourage the Increase of livestock herds In this
country and to restore poultry farming to what it was a few years ago?
Imported meat cost more and only five star hotels and the affluent class
are able to purchase them at any price. But what of the many thousands
who do not come into this category of the affluent? Is the local butcher
and poultry farmer only to cater to the poor? How long can he goon with
the dimipishing herds of cattle and goats and languishing poultry Industry?
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~EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

SRR Mnd
~The New Constitution

The new~ Constitutiog. of the
. Democratic - Socialist
- §ri ‘Lanka (DSRSL) is now a fact
-of history. It »ill be promulgated
on September 7, 1979, and shortly
_after that Mr. J. R. layewardene
. will take his oaths as President.
~The Natiopal State Assembly—so
:~pamed -after the short-li;ed ‘Cons-
. titution” of 1972—will once again
-be kpown as the Parliament. The
new Constitution is being made
‘operative with a certain amount
-ef understandable - tamasha, but
it is- time that the Governpment
starts cutting down on tamashas
~and gets down to actual werk.

s Every -project, however small, has

been inaugurated - with the  same
> fanfare: ad hallabaloo as the fuss
.- made for the bigger projects.” Pec-

- ple have begun'to get tired of the

- Supplements and Specizl lssues of
the -daily ~ papers—these only con-
i+ tribute’ to the galloping disbelief
- which is fast overwhelming what-
~ever credibility the daily papers,

especially - the two government
--sponsored - groups, have enjoyed
< as'a residual  heritage.

Goverriment will be well ad-
vised to end the era of post
~ July 1977 euphoria and gzi
down o implemcunt the Presi-
dent's dictum * work or depart’
One step in the right direc-
tion is to cut the government
_and’ statutory holidays to the
" parest minimum. When the
'pronosals about reducing holi-
7 'days ‘art finally -made, there
‘Wil naturally be a ‘storm of
*-protest from - certain quar-
‘ters “which " hdve “ztquired a

vested interest i the Woliday
‘ businesss €5 a happy dugury’

o that goverm'nent Teaders;” es-

wmumﬁs&pumm%ﬂm

Republic of

Priin: Minister  have shown
: welcome -determination to
persuzde, induce and even

compel people into doing the

worl they ore paid to do.

To ensure that people turn
their minds :nd attention to
the productive effort, the gov:
‘erament must «nd ths tama-

shas, the carcivals and the
circuses—wheiner undsr ‘re-
ligious, cultural, econ sinic

or political garb. We have
hed enough of Kapilavastu, of
Faraheras, of Commissions
and Rallies. All these gim-
micks may help to mobilise
the illusicn <f popular sup-
port, but in the leng rum
experience wnd history have

shown that they boomcring

on “hose who have uscd them.
There is today a danger thut
Presidential Cemmission mzay
be turned into - gladiatorial
circus in which =z few selected
victims are thrown to  the
lions.

The%e' victims have often become
martyrs and ap experienced and

astute politician like President Jaye

wardene will know how easily
martyrs are made in the volatile
era in which we live. A major
faux pas was recently committed
when an island-wide poster-cum-
publicity campaizn was launched
to “find and arrest 43 most wanted
Tamil youth.” This was done pre-
sumably because some policemen
and bureaucrats had felt that this

was ope way of bringipg the Tiger

movement upder control. But,
tha whole thing ot only turned
out to be a damp squib, and the
government only succseded in creat-
ing’ 43 new Tamil martyrs. 1t is

to be hoped that the Presidential

Commission will not prove either

a damip squib or become a Tribupal --

to' churg out: political maityrs.
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the SLFP a.nd the TULF—-the two
opposition - parties [in “the NSA=

pecialiy the President and the

 SLFP's Objections

will fail to make 'any neadway =

« regard fto their opposition to tne

new Copstitution, Take the SLFF.
It co-operated’ with the govers-
ment in the Select Committes for
the reform of the Conpstitution and
only entered its dissent and staged
a walkout when it found that the
recommendations - of the - Select
Committee would be trapsformed
into a new Constitution and not
‘be —merely amendments to the
1972 Constitution. Until: that
objection was raised by the SLFP
at -a late stage, everyboay belie-
ved that the SLFP 'was in with the
U'NP op tae new constitution.

Tribune has’ published - in full
the dissent of .the SLFP which ~as
an annexure in the Report of the
Select Committee. Whep the draft
constitution was- taken for  dis-
cussion on Awvgust 2, the SLFPs’
leader, Mrs. Bandarapaike, made 2
statement, on August 3, rejecting
the Conpstitution and thereafter
the entire SLFP group in the NSA,
staged a- walkout.  -The SLFP dia
not vote at the end of the second
or third reading. -

In the statement she read out
in the NSA on August 3, 1978,
Mrs. Bandaranaike said: “On Oc-
tober 4th 1977, in making a state-
ment on behalf of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party: in” the WNational
Staté Assembly,  on " the Second
Amendment to ‘the Constitution
which sought to ‘confer ep the Hor.

~J. R. layewardene the powers af

President and of Prime Migister,
| said that that amepndment will
set-our country on the road to dic-
tatorship; and that t“.here ‘will. be
no ‘way of turping back: [ warned
that once that 2mendment became
part of the Conpstitution, the ero-
sion of the democratic- -process will
not only be |nw|tzb}e. it may also

_ ~+ be irreversible: .
If the gévernment deces not make -
‘istakés by over-playing its-‘hand,

“It has taken this Government
and thrs Assembly barely ten months

- e
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SLFP’s Objections

-.10 reach tne .end of that .road.
" -Within a matter of days, or per-

-haps even of hours, the last remain-
-ing lamp of freedom will be spuffed
cout.. The events of the past few
months  are reminiscent of the
last days of the Weimar Republic
when Adolf Hitler, using the cons-
titutional process, rapidly des-
‘troyed the foundations of the cops-
titutional state. He too combined
in his person the powers of Presi-
dent and Chancellor, and thep
trapsformed by constitutional

- amendment a federal demccracy

into a centralised autocracy upder
the direct control of Fuprer. He
too, relied on a2 massive mapdate
which he had received at a ple-
biscite, and ‘insidiously removed
every constitutional protection cop-
tained in the Constitution of the

Weimar  Republic until fipally
the only political sanction that
remained in Germany was the

despot’s whim.  The people of
‘Germany, and indeed of the world,
paid a heavy price for having merely
stood and stared. But today, here
and now, at the first and possibly
the last opbortunity | would have of
freely exercising my frezsdom of speech
I would like to state, on behslf
of myself and of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party, that the day on which
the dictatorship of his Excellency
Junius. Richard Jayewardere is est-
ablished by means of  the so-colled
Constitution of the Demaocratic Secia-
list Republic of Sri Lanka, will clzo
be the day on which we begin our
struggle outside this Assembly. We
will go to the people, and together
we will strive to set alight once
more the lamps which you have
extinguished. | know that thera
will be against us pot only the for-
ces of local reaction to which you
have given new life, but zlso those
of neo-colopialism  wnich
at long last been provided with a
foothold here in Sri Lanka.. | know
that the full force of.State | Power

~will _be -used against us, and we .
will probably be.. a.rrested under

3

‘which

have -

.your new laws, and brought be-
-fore your new courts, and locked

up in your pew jails. But no peo-
ple fighting for their freedom have
been deterred by such acts, threats
or fears. The Sri Lanka Freedom
Party, which has been sapctifisd
by the blood of its founder, will
certaiply not be deterred.

“l think | owe an explanation to
this Assembly and to the country,
for having participated ip the work
of the Select Committee which
this Assembly appointed on Octo-
ber 20th 1%77. The motion that
was adopted on that day was that
a Select Commiittee of this Assem-
bly be appointed to consider the
revision of the Constitution of the
Republic of Sri Lanka. A Cuesticn-
naire was issued by the Sslect

Committee on the basis of amend-

ing the existing Constitution. Evi-
derice was taken before the Select
Cammlttee on matters Whlth re-
quired amendment in the existing
Conpstitution. In neither of the

two drafts placed before the Select

Commniittee was there a claiuse by
the existing Constitution
was to be replaced. The absepce
of such a clause strepgthened our
belief that what was intended was
an amepdmept of the existing
Constitution. It was upen that
fundamental premise that the Sri
Lapnka Freedom Party participated
in the work of the Select Com-
mittee with the object of prevent-
ing a further erosicn of the supre-

macy of the National State As-

sembly apnd a further arrogaticn
of pover by one individual who
had already placed himself not only
above, but also beyond the control
of, the Legislature and the Courts.
We would not have been so naive
as to have participated in an éxer-
cise to repeal a Constitution, t)e
drafting of which we ourselves
had initiated upon a mandate from

the people, and through a popularly.

elected Conpstituent Assembly a5

recently as 1970.
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- people’
. Indeed,  Cons- -

titutions. are to be changed with. . fore, | would. like to 'state -

.Such rapid, frequency,_theg will
. lose ‘their claim to. .Supremacy over
_ordinary law, and each succeeding

government will have no alter-

_native but te enpact and operate a

Constitutiop of its own. o d
“This Is not the only matter
on which wa have been deliberately
misled. After the report of the
Select Committee had been prese-
nted to this Assembly-and gublished
as a sessiopal paper, three

new sections have beep smuggled

into the wraft Constitution. These

~sections are so fupdamental in

nature apu So dracopian in character
that had they even been sugges-

‘ted at a meeting of the Select Com-

mittee, the Sri Lapka Freedom
Party would have immediately with-
drawn, and disassociated itself from

‘further deliberations of the Select

Committee. These three Sections,
in our view, constitute the’ most
diabolical threat to the continuéd
survival of the demc:ratlc process
in Sri Lanka.”

After this preamble, which “ré-
veals the ralson d'etre’ -behind
SLFP's logic, she wenpt on to exa-

‘mine ‘some of the sections in the

new Copstitution to which “the
SLFP was opposed. First It was
Section 157, but confronted with
the withdrawal of this section
(which imposed penalties on. those
who urged changes in the Copstj-

tution except “‘through Parlia-
ment)”’ she resorted to 2 homily:
“The Sri Lapka Freedom “Party

has never atternpted _to overthrow

‘a Government by terror, nor will

it make such an attempt in the
future. The Sri Lanka Freedom
Party has never looked ‘benignly
whilst conspiracies were being  hat-
ched to establish military dicta-

- torships, ror will it ever condene

such adventurism ,in the future.
The Sri Lanka Freedom Party has
faith in the people of this countey .
It believes in the power of the

and no Constitution cap
in'ibit that power. Taere.
quite

Ever
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categorically that tha Sri Lanka
Freadem Party will jjot be tervo-
rised by the threat which you have
written Inte the Constitution. At
the first avallable oppertunity, the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party, will,
with the power of the people’s
yote, adopt 2 new Constitution
which will be in accerd with our
national sovereignity and the twin
principles of socisl  justice and—
individual freedom.”

Then, she went on to condemn
section 158 which related to agree-
ments with foreign countries re-
“garding Investments in the FTZ.
She branded the saction as opening
the country to neoc-colonialism
{forgetting that she apd Felix had
done their darpdest to invite the
neo-colonialists between 1975 anc
1977, If not earlicr}. Thls section
was an.ended on August |4 at Com-
mittee stage to take part of the
nao-:alomah«.t stipg cut of it.

Third, she peinted to 2 new sec
tion inserted after the Select Com-
mittee report which epabled Pre-
sidents: “to expel any one or more
of his 141 members of Parliament
and to substitute pew members
of his cholce. A member of Parlia-
ment, having campaigned stre-
puously in his electorate, having
faced the vicissitudes of a general
election, having been elected by
the free yotcs of ap overahelming
majority ef the voters, can now
be summarily removed from Par-
liament and replaced by one or
more acceptable to the President
by the siniple device of expelling
him from the party.

“Such a member would not
have been found guilty of 2 corrupt
or illegal practice, nor. would he
have become subject to any other
disqualification,  His only crime
wotuld have been to incur the wrath
or the alspleasure of His Excel-
lency the President. Parliament will
soon comprise, pot of members
elected by the people, representig
thelr simple aspiratioas and sensi-

TRIBUNE, September 2,-1978

tive to, their daily problems, but
of the P.esident’s nominees, reflect=
ing his conception of a Sri Lanka
as another Sipgapore of South
Korea, sharing his dreams of an
era of unbridled capitalism, and
helping him reach his goal of ab-
solute power. A simple Sinhala
farmer from an electorate in the
rural backwoods of Sri Lapka can
overnight be replaced in this As-
sembly through the back door,
by a Maharsjeh or Gnanam or an
Upali Wijewardepe. | would like
to ask this government whether
it sought a mapndate from the
country at the last genoral elec-
tion to substitute Members of Par-
liament In this fashion without hold-
ing by-elections even before
the eoncept of proportional repre-
sentation is introduced? As recent-
ly as a few mionths ago, the Hon.
Prime Mipister chollenged me to
resign my seat 2t Attapnagalla apd
face a by-election at which, he
said, he would nominate a youth
to contest me. YWhy has this Gov-
ernment suddenly changad its mind
and dared to do what has hitherto
been considered impessible? The
answer is pot difficult to find. But
| doubt whether the problem of
almost certain defeat 2t by-elec-
tions can be overcome by this
ingenious solution of abolishing
by electiopns altogether. | alse
aoubt whether dissension within
the rapks of the Goverament,
which must escalate as the cost of
living continues to gallop, can be
sterimed by using the thereat of
expulsion from Party and Parlia-
ment. A Parliamant that consists
of all the President’s men will soon
lose its relsvapce, and neither the
President nor his Men will have
the strepgth or the capacity to
survive the day of reckoning when
the severcizn people of our coun-
try rise I defence of their in-
alienable rights.”

Then, she went on to say that
though the Pasty's maig ebjec.
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SLFP's Objections

tions to. the new Constitution
had been set out in the dissent
to the Select Commitice report,
there ssere a few cbjections to
particular sections that had to be
stressed: 'Wa object to the man-
ner in which it Is proposed to elect
a President. We have conpsistently
point=d ocut that since the terin
of the President extends beyond
that of Parliament, a vary scrious
constitutional crisis would arise in
the event of the President’s Party
being defeated at a geperal elec-
tion. The live, vibrant democracy
which we have epioyed in  Sri
Lanka for pearly thirty years will
be reglacea by chronic insecurity
when zn incumbert Presicent is
faced with z hostile legislature”
(She forgets that democracy was rot
vibrant, free nor lively betwe.n [970-
1977 when it was a stei= of perma-
nent Emergency together with the
CJC Acts, the elimination of tne Rule
of Law in the 1972 Constitution and
the dictatorsiip of the Femily cotcus
~Ed.)

(i) “We object to the mapner
in which it Is progesed fo elesta
succeeding President when 2
President vacates office prior to
the explration of his term.”

(iif) “We object to the system
of prefersptial voting which s
proposed to be used at the elec-
tion of the President by the people.
The . draft Constitution requives
each voter nm; merely to vote for
the capdidate of his cholce, but
also to indicate his second and third
preferences. Having regard to the
fact that hitherto our voters have
only been called upon to mark a
cross agaigst a symbol identified
with a capdidate or a recogpised
political party, we think that the
proposed method of election is
most inpractical. [In this coptext,
the adoption of the systam of pre-
ferential voting at the election of
the President amounts almest to a
disenfranchisement of the simple
rural voter—a section of soclety

4




-

-

S1pPs Objections

Which Is becoming Increasingly dis-
Mlusioned with the performance
of the present Government. The
Commissioner of Elections sugges-
ied the contipued adoption of tha
“first-past-the-post” systam.”

(iv) “We object to the President
being placed above the law 2pnd
beyond the jurisdiction of the
Courts.”

(v) “We object to the sdoption
of a system of proportional re
presentation at the Parliamentary
level without first having ensured
a strong and effective system of
local government, whicn epabled
the voter to elect directly from his
ward a member of his choize with
whom he could naijtain the same
relationship that pow exists bet.
ween him apnd his Member of
Parliamept, The so-called people’s
represertative, at the Parllamentary
as well as at the local level, will
now be a paine op a list, a remote
figure havingz no contact with the
voter, with po responsibility for
the development cf any particular
area or for the welfare of the pce-
ple who live thereip.”

(vI) “WWe cbiect to the conecspt
of the cut-off point of 1/8 or 129
of the votes cast at any election.
Under the draft Constitution, 2
potitical party which secures less
than 129 of tie votes cast for a
list of candidates is struck off and
Such political party is not consi-
dered to have even participated 2t
such electiop. This provisien,
which is most u:,democratic and
upreasopnable will result in the
Suppression of stropg minority
groups and the deplal to tham of a
forum through which they could
seek to ixfluence the Goverpmental
process.”

(vii) “*We object to the concept
of a referendum which can be
Invoked only by the Fresident.”

(viii) ““We oblect to the Imposi-
tlon of civic disabilitles and the
expulsion of Members of Parlia-

5

ment, by resolution of Pirllan;ent.
upon the report of a Soecial Presi-
dential Commission. Such a Com-

‘mission Is pot required to ipquire

and find whether a person has com-
mitted a crimipal ofence. Ipstead,
it has powers only to determine
whether an adniipistrative act of
& Minlster or official could be des-
cribed, in ths opinion of three
judicial officers as amounting "to
political victimisation, misuses or
abuse of power.”

(ix) “We object to the removal
from office of the judges of the
Supreme Court and of the High
Court.  Every Conpstitution has
guaranteed the judge of our high-
est courts security of tepure and
provided that they may be removed
by Parlizment only for provided
misconduct, Every government
has so far honoured this provision
whenever it has sought either to
amend or replace a Constitution.
For the first time. the present
Government is seeking to remove
all the judges of the two highest
courts in the country in order
to constitute new courts of a parti-
cular flavour. This blatant and
grose ipterfersnce with the judi-
ciary can only result in creating
courts whose term of office would
necessarily have to be limited to
that of the government Itself.

(x) “We object to the illusion
of fundamental rights wnicn is sou-
ght to be created by the draft
Conpstitution. In reality, some of
the most fascist legislation of re-
cent times, such as the Parlia-
mantary Powers and Privi-
legss (Amendment) Law, the Spe-
cial Presideptial Commissions of
lnquiry law, the Criminal Pro-
cedure {Special) Provisiens Law,
the Proscribing of Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam 2pnd other Similar
Organisations Llaw, and the Local
Authorities (Imposition of Civie
Lisabilities) Bill, all of which are
totally Inconsistent with the state-
ment of fundamental rigats so loft-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Iily displaycd in “the drafe Eons.

“titution, are being entrenched, op
‘the eve of the Copstitution, as

‘existing law" which will continue
to be valid netwtishtanding any

‘Incopsistency  with  fupdamestal
rights. In addition, the Presiaent
is being authorised, in 2 wied

variet; of situations to make emer-
gency regulations taking away pear-
ly all of the fupcamenptal rights.
in this fashion, far frem guaraptees
ing any human rights, what the
draft Constitution doss is to authe-
rise rights and freedoms upiver-
sally accepted as fundamental
te be derogated from, restricteg
and trespassed upon by the Pre.
sidept and the State, and this gives
the stamp of legitimacy to what
would otherwise have beep blatant
suppression of individual liberty.’
After setting out these points
she stated: “For the reajons which
I have endecvoured to explain,
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party will
not participate further in the debate
on the draft Constitution. Wnen
you adopt this Constitution and
bring it into operation, you would
nave emulated Adolf Hitler. You
would have made a mockery of
the Parliamentary process and made
use of it, at he did to entfirone
an dutocrat. But the life and times
of Abolf Hitler should be o reminder
to you that neither fascist laws nor
the force of arms can ever sup-
press the spirit of man. When
endurance s stretched to its utter
most limits, and human suffering
reaches its peak, neither your
Constitution, however rigid it may
be, rot your professed commit-
ment to Dharmista, however often
you may recite it, will protect

you from, or help overcome,
Nemesis."
This final plece was couched

in the language of biblical pro-
phesy Right through the speech,
from almost the beginning, she
harped on the theme that } R,
was setting out t6 be another Adolf

TRIBUNE Septémber 2 1978



.Hitler.;* Too late in the day; she
.speaks of Hitler. He is 2 forgotten
man and few in Sri Lanka now know
what he was and what he stood
for. He cannet ke made a bogey
‘man . by Mrs. Bapdaranaike to
Arighten people in Sri Lanka.

Judging from reacticns in the
“country, Mrs. Bandaranaike’s state-
"ment on behalf of the SLFP did
“not have the impact which a party
“that polled 30% of the votes in
“July 1977 should have had. In fact,
‘most jjeutral obseryvers felt, that
her speech did not carry convic-
tion. (And why did she and tne
SLFP ‘walk- out?)

. This kind of negative gim*®
mickry has so far been the
monopoly of the majority of
Tamil politicians who boycotted
‘the 1931 Constitution and have
been boycotting, non-co-ogerat-
ing,  non-participating, part-
ially co-operating, etc., etc., not
.only with the Government
but also with the Constut'ticns
,prevailing at the different
.times. The Tamils have paid 2
.heavy price because of this, Even
_this time, the TULF seems to have
_missed the bus. -

At this juncture it would be
“appropriate and pertinent tO see
what Mrs. Bapdarapaike's one-time
“partpers like the LSSP, CP and solc-
ists like T. B, Subasinghe have to
"say about her and her present
‘policies apnd strategies. It would
‘also be interesting, to examine
comments in the SLFP press z2bout

4qts former collaborators. This
Tribune will do in the coming weeks.
‘NEXT WEEK:

THE TULF AND THE
'CONSTITUTION

e
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‘THE WORLD -TODAY

RHODE‘SIA; the descent
into chaos

by JULIUS LEWIN

JAN SMITH's pledged himself to
bring. majority rule to Rhodesia

_within two years. That was in his

sapsational broadcast on  Septem-
ber 24, 1576, The two years have
almost elapsed but his desperate
country is still a long way from
black rule. Week after week, as
the armed conflict goes on, it seems
more probable that the country
will become a shambles in the
months ahead.

In these circumstances the Con-
servative leaders (according to The
Times) have already made continge-
ncy plans to “rescue” those white
people who hold British passports.
This operation is designed to be-
nefit only “our kith and kin" esti-
mated to number 100,000, or half
the white population. The rest
are South African, Portuguese or
Greek origin.

David Owen, the Foreign Secre-
tary, is regorted to have agreed
that “no British Government cculd
stand by and simply watch Rhode-
sia descend into chaos, with Bri-
tish passport holders facing the
threat of massacre”” What will
the third world think of this
ominious report! They will be
quick enough to realise that, when
British military intervention comes
at last, its primary purpose will
be to rescue white only. Perhaps
they will foresee that, if and
when this purpose is acomplished,
the British troops will not pack
up and return home.

Because power grows out of the
barrel of agun, troops once there
are likely to stay in order to en-
able Britain to preside over the
next stages of bringing in a black
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“Anglo-American plan for

Southiern Afriéa

majority go\rem‘men_t_'. But which
blacks? A fresh effort will no doubt

‘be made to induce (Joshua Nkomo

and his guerillas who are ~ waiting
in Zambia) to help carry out the
Zimbab-
we's future.

This plau has features which com-
mend it to zIl right-thinking con-
servatives. It guaraptees the right
to private property — a principle
which, if embedied in the new
constitution, will eobstruct the re-
distribution of land and other radi-
cal reforms urgently required. The
plan also contemplates the further
flow of Europesn and American
capital into mining 3nd manufactur-
ing.

No doubt Mr. Nkomo would
welcome this, being an admirer of
Lonrho 2nd its activities. But
Robert Mugabe would not. and
this is the rsason why attempts to
{solate him will continue. How-
ever that may turn out, the Angle-
American plan properly provides
for a Upited Mations Zimbabwe
Force to play a key part during

the difficult period of transition.

This element should now be the
centre of Labour Government's
strategy, instead of exclusive con-
cern about the fate of the white
minority.

If David Owen wants to be effec-
tive, in the face of Forsign Office
duplicity, he must urge the UN .to
get ready to take control as soom
as (if not before) Smith abdicates.
He knows that, for neighbouring
Namibja, the UN is already prega-
red to send in 5000 troops and
1,000 civilians to supervise the co=
ming elections—unless South Africa
breaks away from the agreement
reached.

Another feature of the Anglo-
American plan was to set Up a fund
of at jeast £ 500 million, to finance
education, health services, and a
better infra-structure, especially for

millions of peasants in the ‘tribal

areas.,

V%l_




- -

-and the other

ir_rdlgqaqt_ Cr_f:I:_

-Such funds could be spent mth-
out delay Already there ls talk am-
ong angry Whites of a ‘*‘scorched
earth” policy when they are forced
to leave. They intend to blow up bri-
dges and electrical ipstallations and
set fire to public buidings so that
the Africans will inherit a ruined
country,

The whole situation is so fluid that
it can be turned to the advantage
of either Right or Left. The dangers
now vigible will be averted not by
double-talk but only by a policy
clear and firm and free from cant.

(By Courtesy Tribune London.)

+ o+ o+
LETTER

Sycophancy?
Sir,

I will not be s unkind as to accuse
you of sycophancy; although some
may think that such ap act will bz
not unjust in this “Dharmista era’.
But | must maks a few comments:
after reading your article which
was very proudly and prominswtly
reproduced in the Govf’s orgap
the Ceylon Daily News of 22.7.78.

You must receive the MNobel
Prize for it; cr locally the J. R.
Prize. The two groups of our ‘inde-
pendent and inpartial' newspapers
‘stooge’ group in
this one full year could not pro-
duce even one article of that type.

But | think you are not foolish
epough to believe all the people;
at least some of them will take it
seriously or believe your article of
such upworthy praiss,

Are we blind and deaf to all
what happened after 21.7.77 and
are still happening in all spherss
of ‘life in this land under Dhar-
mista. Many, many acts of revenge,
reprisals? Thousands of dismissals;
punitive transfers—assaults even
a few Kkillings? What about thugs
operatmg from “SII"lthhr” the HQ
of Dharmistai ‘thrashing helpless

7

¥arsity students? As our Honourable
Leader of the Opposmon. Mr.
Amirthalingam, very dutifully ex-
rosea in the NSA, the assaults
of striking Bank clerks by Dhar-
mista thugs. Did he tell an untreuth?
About the Press Freedom updcr
Dharmista? All three estavlished
Groups of Newsgapers are Govt,
organs. | hope you wiil not deny
it. The Left wing papers are in-
significapt. Also JR recently said that
the *Atha” paper publishes all
lies. So he can afford to give press
freedom, controlling all the leading
papers that matter, Don't people
live in fear of losing whatever little
bepefits of raticned food thuy got
under Adharmista? Can any oue
other than a Dharmista golaya get
a job today? Also you very up-
asnamedly say about Dparmista
broken promises that all parties
give false promises; and seek to
justify their fzlse promises given
to obtain the vast n.ajority. IR
campaigned against the take oyer
of Lake Houge. Quits right. But
what did he do after coming to
pow=r? Did he give it back! No, He
took ovar the other group Times.
Damn great of an hopest man!
lsn't it.

What about the other great
promise! Not to give jobs on MP’s
chits? What is heppening now.
Are you blind or deaf or both?
Or is it that your class-level made
you igpore it!

All said and done, please re-
men.ber that one group of ‘Kept’
newspaper media did pot save the
former regime. Two groups and
ope stooge group or any other
sycophaptic camp followers will
not help this regime.

People iudge a regime by its
doings. Not by what government
organs want them to believe.
Henceforth, 1"will spend my weekly
Rs. 2/- for a better purpcse

: M C. J. Perer:a
42, Adam Street,
Kalutara
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A PLEA

e e SHE a0 @

A Cltizens Eplstle
To The Rulers

Almost, an ynar has passed

Is there improvement! :

What has resulted weask? o
We stuck to our tasks

earnestly and diligently

What changes for us

has it Erought.

In the city—

A face lift

the park receives. "

In slums and shanties

the promised supshine :
has not dispelled sur gloom
We live-on in squalor.

In the deep sea— e
Our catch is dwindling M
Fish prices are soaring S =
While foreign trawlers freely
exploited our seas..

In the v_illage-—
Unecertain weather -
destructive wild beasts
Cause problems epdless.
Amidst hardships

We produce—

grains and vegetables
But prices these fetch -
are never fair.

Mudalalis exploit, regardless
of poverty, want and illness; =+
debt and ignorance; -

which coﬂtinuaﬂy
plague us. . i :

We ask those responsible
All those in power.

‘Give ear toyus—

innocent people— =
reduce the cost of living
Help us,

make cnds meat.
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At The Fixed

And Controlled Prices

ST ELATED

Dispensing Chemists

259/ Galle Road,
Colombo - 4,
Tel: 84058
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Girls Drowned

Grama Sastra-13

Scribblings on Uva Viilages

Kammala Far
Away

by Gamiya

Rain was rare in that area, but
it ‘was drizzling 2nd the white cloth
announcing the death at the sohon-ge
(cremation-place) fluttered solemn-
ly with the names of three girls.
Slightly fadeu, it still held and yet
looked new, but we were assured:
“It hangs here in rain and sun for
the last ten months!". Kammala
is a little distance away into the
shrub apd brushwood off Terela,
which in itself is three miles from
Obbegoda on the Moneragala-
Pottuvil road. It was near Kehel-
pihili wewa tnat the quiet, un-
pretentious fiouse held sad faces
and mourning even ten months
after the sad event of the death
of three friends, among whom,
two sisters and one neighbour.
They worked together, li_‘ved to-
gether, died together in the same
slimy mud of Kehelpinili wewa,
aragged down one after te other.
As if to cJutch at a straw, one raised
her hand as she was going down.
Thinking it was a beckoning, tne
second moved closer to her, and
the third, they all went down.
Memories of 'the people all cep-
tred round the story of how they
brought their shéaves home every
year, oh, so gladly together. This
time too, they had come home from
the harvest and had gone to take a
bath together, and they did not
come back. Mud had turned into
slime, oozy, sticky, perilous, like
Beira mud. The area people had
begged for bathing facilities, but
why should they ask? They had
only to provide rice for the pation
of 1976, Memories are hard and
bitter when the people are young,
when they could have been saved

g

and were ruthlessly allowed to be
expunged in the prime of their
youth. What are we elders doing
when some of our youth die by
fire, some by the sword, and some
in a watery grave as at Kammala,
upwept, uphopoured apd uRsuUng.
One even veptured to say with
tne aura of goodness that increases
after death, the death of the young:
“They were pure victims which
the Wewa took (Tyagavanthava
billak dunpz). Gladly the village
gave them as victims, so that the
land may have harvests all along.”
Another said: “They are surely
protective deities of our wewa,”
This strange amalgam of the hiz-
zare and the real, of superstition
and truth, yet takes second place
when we ask our first question:
Why are rural pecple treated as
seccnd-rate citizens by nearly every
government? The very fact that
headlines multiply: “More ameni-
ties for tne rural secior’’, is a coun-
ter-indicator that they are pot
given much autonomy in the rural
areas, in the provinces except by
foisting bureaucrats frem the centre.

Kammala, as its pame implies
may have provided iron for the
swords of the local army fighting
the 19th regiment of Wellington.
As | was thinking of this. the mother
of the two (out of the trirea) dead
girls, came tearfully with a bag of
photos and showed them and was
happy to share her grief, The
manly father cried, sayipg: I have
them with me in my own garden.
At the further end they are buried.”

“Asilin, umbath avade’?! asked
the mether from a young visitor
who just entered over the high
mud stile of the threshold, *Yes,
| just came” paluwa yandath elkka™
(just to send away loneliness)—
referting to her own loneliness
without her ope-time companiens
and that mother’s pein at losing
her daughters. Early death: ope
of the tragedies of villaze life of
today. How are we ipvolved?
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ISSUES, TRENDS, SOLUTIONS—2

o WORK—Past & Present
o SPEAKER — Anandatissa
o TREES - Planting

o RESHUFFLE -Rewards

by Shirley j. Payoe

‘For two nights this columpn
searched for a suitable maxim’
Its here now: Produce or Perish!’*
This little motto will here after
serve as a useful signpost and a
chattering accompaniment to the
mind during the lonely process of
getting things set on paper.

WORK. We have always felt
that work is the major input that
leads to production. By this we
mean preciSely planned, purpose-
ful and sustained work. When
activity of such a nature is carried
out for a reasonable length of time
on a good scale and with honest
concentration, it becomes the stuff
that builds nations as well as men.
Behind every rag-to-riches story
and every record of nations that
have triumphed against odds, there
is always a solid sequepce of hard
meaningfu. toil. An  ‘economic
miracle’ is eply a recorder’s term
and a mass media superstition. We
have enly to turn to world events
of our lifetime for examples of
nations that have willingly ‘worked
their way' out of wartime devas-
tation, the havoc of patural cala-
mities apnd the stupefying degra-
dation of seemingly inevitable pov-
erty and backwardness. The splen-
did attainments of post-war
German, Japan, Russia and China
come easily to mind. Here mep
worked for themselves—and im-
proved the quality of their lives—
through work related to ap overall
national framework.  Such stuj-
ning achievenients became pozsible
only because the countries had
men whe were willing to qusstion
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" innovate and work systematically.
Ogqe thing more is also clear. The
nine-to-five mentality, whith pla-
gues our Island, ~as never a part
of their development strategy, and

. the people, whatever the-lsm under
which they choose to live, found
no alternative to hard work,

We can, of course, turn to less
enlightened times when work
meant undisguised exploitation. In
pre-lndustrial Britain and in the
early stages of the Machine Age
itself men, women and children
worked for as long as 12 hours a
day under copditions which left
them physically and mentally bre-
ken or which ushered them to

* early graves.

in Britain there was the exploi-
tation of the lrish {a fact not for-
gotten yet), of pative British far-
mers during the rural evictions,
while in Europe there were the
voyages (not of discovery) but of
robbery. The Spaniard 2nd the
Portuzuese robbed Inca gold and
the treasures of civilizations that
had preceeded their own by cen-
turies. Next, having subdued the
Asian civilizations, they scrambled
in Africa locking for ivory, slaves,
markets, workers for plantations
and men who would readily part
with their birthrizhts for heads.
Even stamp-sized nations of Europe
lald claims to Empires that were
gsveral times their own landmasses.
Always the Emplire-builders had
a purposs, a plan and an ipstru-
mept. The toppesclad prospector
took his flag and his anthem to the
East coast and the West coast
of Africa and penstrated up the
MNile. He had a upiform to hand
out, a Bible or a guy withly reach
and a fortress or a battleship
withinsight. The prospector also
had scmething mew which could
transferm the then prevailing con-
ventional wisdom which was static
iato a current of dynamicaction. Ina
sense he was able to squeeze tradi-
tional systems until they yielded 3
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mors pourishing juice. Qur rea-
ders cap turn to sound esenemic
and social history beoks for a more
complete picture.

Nevertheless, for the man from
the temperate zopes it was devil-
ishly hard work in the torrid heat
of the tropics. For the enslaved
it spelled even harder work. Often
the man enslaved had previously
been bound by casteism, tribalism
and economic and social bonds
(more deadly than slavery itself)
which made him unfit to tap the
organised resources of his own
nation. But the prospector also
built, The trains, the plantations,
the social upheavals, the economic
quickening, even the cash nexus
iteelf, came in the wake of the
coloniser’s activity. The coloniser
was a catalyst. What matters from
our point of view is that worl,
work of the freeman and the slave,
alone builds. There is no escape
from this fact.

Having put things in this

light, readers of this column

can set themsalves a cosmic
poser, a 64,000 dollar ques-
tion for the month. Has
there basn in our glorious

history a single pericd of 75

years, just one, during which

cur pation carried ouf a sus-
tzined effort towards soma
national goal?

Honesty is recommended for
this exerzige and our readers are
invited to extsnd their search to
the entire length of recorded his<
tory. The answer might probably
be found in the tank-building era
of eur ancient kings.

However, nothing resembling
a 25-year period of naticnal effort
is to be found In our recent his-
tory; except perhaps, for the work
on the Sinhala dictionary which
has plodded on for decades. But
who can glorify this as work?

THE NANDA THAT SINGS.
Friday July I4th saw Mr, Ananda
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Issues, Trends Solutions

tissa de Alwis, Speaker NSA and
MP Kotte relaxing 2t a mini-soires
held at the mipi-Academy run-by
Nanada Malini. The kids had a
whale of atime showing their song
and dance routine to an interested
gathering. On thig occasion Mr.
Speaker said that the Arts which
formed the peoples heritage must
be rid of divisive political consi-
derations. He assured the gov-
ernment's assistance  to  those
engaged in fostering the Arts and
hoped that the large number of
professionals in his Electorate would
make a united effort to bring about
a cultural revival similar to that
which occurred duing the time
of the Kotte kings. Recalling the
visit of Rabipdranath Tagore, he
said that the prozramme on that
occasion was entirely of Bengali
songs which few in the audiegce
understood. Mevertheless, the visit
marked 2 revival in our country
and set the search for a patiopal
and Asian identity in our owi
cultural works.

The Speaker also recalied the
visits of Gandhi and Nehru apd
szid that on both occasions he had
been among the 10 Anapdians
selected to recite ‘layamangala
gathas' before the veperated visi-
tors. Stressing the importapce
of music in moulding the lives of
students, the Speaker notad that
6 out of the 10 Anandians had
made it to the Parliament at ope
time or other and repressented
different political ideologies. Tha
Speaker went on to emphasise
that different shades of political
opinion must co-exist in a de-
mocracy but learn to upite for
common national endeavours. He
revealed that he had invited the
former Speaker and those who had
contested him at the polls to parti=
cipate jointly with him in the re-
ception to be accorded to the
Kapilavastu relics at Kotte during
this month. Taking his cue from
a suggestion by a member of the

e
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- the status quo gets

Afflusnce~Will It Last?

staff of the Academy, the Speaker
agreed that a semipar on the patio-
nal Arts should be held at Kotte.
He offered his support to orgaplse
such a seniinar before the end of
this year. :

TREE PLANTING: Sometimes
in Sri Lanka the left hand does not
know what the right hand does.
While people are busy planting
Jak apnd Breadfruit trees in Col-
ombo there Is the danger that a
clump of trees in the Municipal
Grounds will be felled before the
20th of this month. According to
Council sources when the Muni-
cipal Grounds was landscaped
there was no plan to have the
trees.  Some mis-guided Mayor
planted them and pow a not-so-
mis-guided Commissioner wants
to have them felled. Pray, how
do you landscape without trees?

RESHUFFLING THE PACK:
Political apalyststell us that after a
polls victory there is every win-
ning coalition a pnatural scramble
for the rewards of office. The term
winning coalition refers here not
to the disparate political parties
that come together during an
election fight, but to the leverage
groups that form a disciplined
party. The #ewards take the form
of Ambassadorships apd Minister-
ships or government jobs and sup-
port in other forms. After a time
disturbed;
either the jobs or the men then
have to be shuffled by way of ins-
titutional or Cabinet changes. Some
cabinet changes have already taken
place and more are dus.

IN “AN ECONOMIC THEORY
OF DEMOCRACY" Anthony

 Downs puts it this way: “Party

members have as their chief moti-
vation the desire to obtaln the in-
tripsic rewards of holding office:
therefore they formulate policies
as means to holding office rather
than seeking office in order to carry
out preconceived policies.” How
true. Going by the complex and

i

many structural changes that are
slated to take place in a small coun-
try like Sri Lanka in the central
and the local govt. political set up,
one is bound to notice that up-
employment amongst politicians is
being solved pretty fast.

+ o+ o+
WILL IT LAST?

Sri lanka’s New-Found
Affluence?

UNCTAD must have made a mistake
when it categorised Sri Lanka as a
nation “most seriously affected”
by world commodity price fluc-
tuations. That is the impression
bound to be formed by any visitor
to this Asian island these days.
The shops are full of all mapner
of consumer goods, most of them
imported: the people appear to
be well fed and clothed: and the
roads, particularly in Colombe, are
chocking with brand new cars.
These signs, which are usually
asscciated with ecopomic develop-
ment and prosperity, are in stark
contrast to the austerity of a few
years ago, when even esseptial
copsumer items were hara to get
though one had the mopey. Critics
of the President J. R. Jayawar-
dene's liberal United National
Party (UNP) Government, how-
ever, claim that what one seeg
is only an artificial presperity,
a prosperity that cannot lase,
They are right to a degree.

What has happened is that, as
part of the new government’s eco-
nomic strategy, foreign exchange
and import controls have bzen
looseped.  Traders have rushed
in to import not only food, tex-
tiles, drugs and raw materials but
also items ranging from toys, trip=
kets and carpets to refrigerator
and motor cars, which hitherto
were regarded as ‘‘luxuries’” and
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allowed in enly in very limited
quantities.  Even television sets
are available, although TV will pot
come to Sri Lanka until next year
or later!

Import curbs first came to be
imposed In a big way in the late
1950s, with the traditional tea,
rubber and cocoput not doing too
well in foreign markets. Over the
years, these came to be tightened,

_the worst period being during Mrs.

Bandaranaike's centre-left regime
from 1970 to [977. All imports
were cut to the bope and often
foreign exchange was not granted
even for study or medical treat-
ment abroad. The global food
and epergy crisis no doubt played
havoc with the export-oriented
ecoiiomy.  But blind adherencs
to socialist policies also contri-
buted to hamstring the develop-
ment effort. The “solution”
offered by the Marxists in Mrs.
Bandaranike’'s government was
more, not less, socialism, and deves
lopment through self-reliance. Ins-
tead of pushing along this path,
she pushed out the Marxists. But
at the elections last July, she too,
got pushed out, becquse the people
felt her government could not suce
cessfully grapple with the worsening
economic fituation.

What  President Jayewardepe's
government has done is to mova
away from socialism to free-market
capitalism. The man who has been
called by local Marxists “the Pope
of the Private Sector is certainly
living up to his name, by giving
free rein to the private sector.

Exchange Is now being allowed
for the asking for all types of im-
ports and for travel or study ab-
road; private investors, both local
and foreign, are being allowed
generous concessions, Including
guarantees against npationalisation;
many natiopalised ventures have
been handed back to their former
owners; and a free trade zone is
planned near Colombe,
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_ For the first time in over two
decades, any Sri Lanka citizen
may buy and sell foreign currency
freely without having to get autho-
rity. The pendulum has swung the
other way so much that Mrs. Ban-
darapaike said at a recent political
rally that “the pext logical thing
for layewardene to do is to hand
over ‘the government itself to the
private sector.”” The liberalisation
of exchange and import controls
and the switch to capitalism have
been done on the advice of the
World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund, which have agreed
to provide a “safety net” of £ 300
million to meet any contingency.
A number of Western nations have
also pledged about apother £ 200
million in economic assistance.

The aid has been made available
on condition that the government
do away with the costly subsidies
on food, education, health and
transport. Instead, state revepue
should be directed to development,
with the foreign aid providing a
base to import the needed raw
‘materials and plant and machinery
as well as copsumer goods. Al-
ready, the issue of subsidised rice,
the staple food, and sugar have
been limited to families earning
under £ 10 a2 month. This has shut
_out over half the [4% million
population from this facility.

Whether this strategy will
work is the multibillicnidollar
question say the government's
critics, mostly by members of
Mrs. Bandaranaike's centrist
- Freedom Party and the Trots-
. kyites and Communists, who
were associated with her re-
‘gime for about five years.

They point to the resumption
of  “conspicuous copsumption’
by the richer elasses, the “frit-
tering away” of exchange on “non-
essential imports’” and on holidays
abroad, and the rise in the general
price level by between 50 and 100
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per cent, while few big industries
or agricultural projects have been
launched so far.

And hardly a dent has been made
in the problem; of high living costs
and unemployment (now estimated
at [.2 million, or a fifth of the wark-
force). It was the UNP’s promise
to ease substaptially and speedily
these problems that brought it
an unprecedented landslide victory
at the elections, no less than 140
seats in a Parliament of 168 seats.
The UNP government's answer is
that it was the existence of all
manner of controls that had created
bottlenecks and hampered the de-
velopment effort.

What is happening, critics say,
is a repetition of what happened
between 1965 and 1970, when the
UNP was last in power.

If the private sector fails the
government, political observers say
there could be a sharp reaction not
to Mrs. Bandaranaike’s party
but to the left—the extrema left
at that. They say in such a situation
the reaction could come much
before the governments six year
term ends in 1983,

—Courtesy: New Nation

#* * w

LETTERS

Cashew Cultivation
Sir,

After seeing a letter on the
above subject in your issue of
27th May 1978, a Rural Society
{not a government-sponscred Gra-
masangwardena Samiti) in Anapal-
lama (2 village 3 miles frem Wella-
waya towards Moneragale) had a
committee level discussion on in-
troducing cashew cultivation to
its chena cultivator members, This
Rural Society which was found by
thirty (30) Chena cultivator fami-
lies has advised its members not to
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cut down thick jungle for chepa
purposes from this cultivation sea-
son of Maha in August-December
1578. Instead the Rural Society
has encouraged the cultivator
members and other cultivators of
the area to Start on permanent
crop cultivations; viz—coconut, jack,
banana, lime and chasew, zlong
with the short-term cash crops.

Normally the chena cultivator
moves, from place to place, slashing
burning jungle and cultivating short
term cash crops. This Society be-
Jieves that if the chena cultivator
is encouraged to do permanent
cultivations he will not move from
place to place destroying jungle
lands. The Socisty has made arran-
gements with the Coconut Re-
gearch Institute to reserve 2000
coconut sesdlings which are being
made available at .50 cts. each from
the Handapangoda CRI Nursery
(a few miles from Wellawaya).
It will be the first time that these
Chena cultivators will plant coconut
in this area. The Rural Society
gsays that about 25 members have
already handed over the money to
the Treasurer for their require-
ments of seedlings. It is also said
that the Society is making arrange-
ments for Banana seedlings to be
made available to its members at
40 to .50 cents each. During the
cultivation season private dea-
lers come in lorries bringing ceco-
nut seedlings at Rs. 3/- to 4/- each.
Most of them are from the Matara
area. Fven Banana seedlings are
about .75 cts. each. Therefore this
is a great service done by this
Rutal Society to its members.

Now that was iust a little about
this society who have decided
to promote cashew growing. After
the committee decision the Rural
Society had written for further

advice on the subject, to the Hony.

Secretary, cadju Planters Association
at Madhu Road. The Society has
not received a reply yet althouth
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the CPA Secretary has mentioned
of prompt reply to the Iletterg
they have received on Cadju plant-
ing—(Ref. Tribune of 8th July 1978).
The Society has written for infor-
mationn on behalf of 30 members
and they peed immediate infor-
mation te make the necessary
arrangements at their epd. The
Rural Society feels that the area
is suitable for cadju planting as
there are 2 few cadju trees (about
3 only) that are bearing. It should
be noted that while speaking and
writing about cadju planting and
highlighting a few short-comings

‘ on the part of the Corporation

concerned, the CPA must try to
give the necessry encouragement
to those interested from the other
end of Sri Lanka in whatever pos-
sible way the CPA could help.
Hope the CPA has sent a reply
with the information to the Rural
Society by now!

Loghezd
Lower Uva Area.
8.7.78
@] Q (@] .
National Milk Board
Sir,

It was strange indeed that the
National Milk Board had beea
left out of your columns during the
past many months, as a matter of
fact, during the last one year. (An
article was published after a lopg
time, in the Tribune of 29/7/78—
Vol. 23 No. 5)

The Sun investigations which ap-
Pears on Sundays gave full publi-
city - to the National Milk Board
and its new Chairman quite some
time ago. The Chairman replied
and he was very arrogant in his
reply, in that he was going to take
the Sun reporters to task. But

~what happened was that the Sun

reporters took the Chairman, Mr.
Walter Gunaratne, of those days
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Chairman, new Doctor Walter
Gunaratne to task and Dr. Gupa-
ratne slowly slid back into his
skin, not a word thereafter .

From time to time news papers
carried various reports. The pub-
lic who visit the Milk Boara, see
for themselves the chaos, smell
and stench and are pushed around
before they get their pint of milk.
Further, the Milk Board manu-
factures haraly any youghurt, ice
cream or milk pops. what they
manufacture in large quantities is
putting imported Lakspray into
tins apd this too vapishes before
it reaches the copsumer.

It is now news that the Packing
Factory at Welisara and the Cop-
densed Milk Factory at Polon-
naruwa and possibly the Spray Dry-
ing Milk Factory at Ambawela
are to be given over to the Pri-
vate Sector, this is a very good
move, but to really impress my
views, what the hell is the Milk
Board going to do? Further, the
collection of Milk rose to 33
lakhs per day, it has dropped by
more than 13 lakhs per day. But
when the milk supplies were 3%
lakhs per day, how much of it
was bottled and given to the cop-
sumer?

The appointment of the pre-
sent Chairman, by this Goverp-
ment, cause confusion, he was
Junior to more than eleven Senicr
Officers who were not only Senior
to him, but who had been accep-
ted as more competent than he,
because the present Charirman
figured in many interviews and he
was rejected by the bureaucracy
of the previous UNP Government,
the famous 7 years SLFP Goverp-
ment and then this UNP Goverp-
ment appoints him over eleven
officers referred to earlier to be
its Chairman. Why? Is it because
of a nuptial that has taken place
or is to take place soon. Have
there been protests by the staff
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of this appointment? Has the Board
on many an occasion includigg
very recently taken the Chairman
to task? Did the Minister of Agri-
culture stop him from doing a
trip to New Zealand which air
ticket he and his spouse were to
get from the Ceylon Repre=
sentativesof a firm supplying mlik
powder in a big way. L

The weevils in the Jast consign=
ment of a very large tonnage has
been completely rejected by the
members of the Board of the Natio-
nal Milk Board, The weevils have
not only come in the milk, but
they have come to stay in the
Welisara packing factory , where it
is stored.

The questions raised by the
Sun newspaper on the present
Chairman’s loan for the purchase
of a car, which he had sold to his
wife earlier and the house rent he
pays for a milk board bupgalow
Rs. 35 per month till very lately
and a hupdred odd rupees now,
as we hear, are a matter of utter
disgrace for a person holding this
appointment.  Previous Chairmen
of the Board have ‘been people
like B. Mahadeva of the Ceylon
Civil Service now in Malaysia,
Andrew Jogeph, now in the UNDP,
McHeyzer of the Ceylon Civil
Service and D. C. L. Amarasinghe
of the Ceylon Civil Services..

We will not speak of the SLFP.
Salman who ruined the Milk Board
from 1960-1565 and came back to
ruin the Milk Board from 1970-
1975. He was the Chairman, who
according to the latest Auditor
Generals Reports who took a dis
tress loan of Rs. 7,500/~ and the
voucher for the loan is missing,
What is the financial manager
doing about this? Or is he res
ponsible for the missing voucher,

Taking all in all “Confusion worse
Confounded” has been caused in
the Mational Milk Board by the
appointment of this new’ Chair-
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man, because of his golnﬁ-to-Ba-
connections with the Hierarchy
of the present times. We call upon
the Hierarchy not to build any
family tree, at least break the
branch of the Milk Board and let
us know that you are not propping
up branches because of family
nuptials.

Anti-Family Tres

Colombo.
duly 31, 1978
2 & ]

Dept. of Agriculture

sle,

Sinte your Journal Tribune is
is the only one that is fearlessly
oxposing the faults of the present
government, It is time you wrote
a gpecial feature on a vital sector
of the Agricu lture development pro
gramme lLe. the Dept. of Agri-
culture.

This once and mighty proud
Department nestling in the salu-
brious climate of Kandy has up-
fortunately fallen down over the
last few years and is now strife-
ridden without an effective leader-
ship. The Dept. had illustrious
Directors like Edmund Rodrigo,
Sepeviratne, Joachim, Chandra.
ratna and Jlinendradasa apd there-
after the decline set in. Erpest
Abeyratna though a very pogular
and kindly researcher was a failure
as Director because he wag too
soft and made the mistake of play.
ing favourites. He combined wel]
with the Mahinda Silva/Kobbe-
kaduwa policies but proved to be
an Ineffective Head, He left a few
weeks before the Elections apd
handed over to the pext sepior
Deputy Bapdarapayaka. This per-
son was upfortupately a Vet. Sur-
geon and was completely lost
when it came to making decisions
involving crops: Even as head of
the animal wing of the Dept. he
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wis a fallure and naturally when
he became Director of the whole
Dept. it was plainly evident that
things were gfoing to get worse.
The joke going the rounds of the
Department at that time was that
as the Dept. had gone to the
dogs, they had to get a Vet Sur-
geon to minister to it. There
were a number of occasions when
the Secretaries and the Minister
discovered Bandaranayakes, limita-
tions but they did not want to get
rid off him. Bandaranayake then
got a heart atack apd went on long
leave handing over to the next
senior Deputy Earl Jayasekera.
Everyone breathed a sigh of relief
and hoped that Bandaranayake
would gracefully retire from the
scene and have younger and more
dynamic officers to run the show.
But alas to the disappointment of
all Bandaranayake got permission
from the Mipister to step down
from the post of Director of Agri-
culture to his former post of De-
puty Director. This is the only
instance in the Public Seryice
where an officer has stepped down
from the post of Head of a Dept.
to a lower post,

There is a general air of lethargy
in the Dept. and though work
plods along at snails pace, nothing
really happens and officers seem
to be waiting for Changes Which
are not coming. The talk in the
canteens and other places where
officers gather for gossipping is
that the Dept Is run by a “Gaig
Of Four" who do their utmost to
prevent overdue changes and want
to cling op to power at all costs.
They refuse to delegate a part of
their burdensome duties to other
sepnlor officers. The younger
officers know that as long 2s tnis
gang I8 In power, nothing will
really make the Dept move fast.
The Minister seems to have full
copfidence in this gang and so they
can carry on regardless. [mport-
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ant positions remain unfilled for
years because this gang wants It
that way rather than allow younger
officers to come up and exposs
their shortcomipng.  Another fa-
veurite pastime is golng abroad op
frequent jaunts for conferences,
worlshops, and seminars, All these
Sangsters are in their mid fitfies.
And though Bapdarapayake had a
hear attack he too was allewed
by the Minister to go for a 2 week
conference in Bopgkok in July.
At one stage there was 2 possibic
lity of a change of Ministers and so
the rank and file awaited this wel-
come change so that there could
be some changes at the top but
it seems that there will be no
change of Migisters and so the gang
continues to hold sway.

When will this type of tom-
foolery in 2 Dept which is vitally
concerned in the agriculture pro-
duction of the country be stopped?
Why doesa't the President turp
the searchlight on to this Depart-
ment and make the vital changes
that are necessary even though
it means sending the old gang of
four Into oblivion.

Young Agriculturist
Peradeniya.
July 30, 1976

+ +
National Languages

Sir,

We have just completed one
year of l. R. layewardene Admi-
nistration. The Select Committee
on the Revision of the Constitu-
tion has unanimously agreed that
both Sinhzla & Tamil should be
the natiopal languzges of Sri Lapka
and that the status of Tamil should
receiye constitutional recogpition.
This is conceptual thinking at its
best. It is the kind of thipking
that Sri Lankans excel In. But
there is need for a different kind
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of thinking which could help trans-
late concepts into concrete targets
realisable through practical peli-
cies, This might be described 23

_ operational thinking.

.The President and his men have
floundered on this. Last menth
the Govt. Agency of the lJafina
District fell vacant with the trans-
fer of Mr. Lal Wijeyepala, Would
‘not a Tamil speaking CAS officar
have fitted in admirably In the
context of the Select Commiitee
rcommendation. Batticaloa Agsncy
is now vacant. What are the Govt's
plans to fill this vacancy. In any
case the nomipations of Govt Agents
are ordiparily approved by the
Cebinet. How did Mr. Devanaya-
gam, a member of the Select Com-
mittee overlack this factor. Is it
the will of the Govt that this pro-
vislon be embalmed in the cons-
titution?

We seldom see action to match
the words. Whenever the Govt has
been confronted by the npesd to
take 2 deacision Involving a policy
innovation the Minister concer-
ted appaints with consiaerable fa-«
fare a new committee to go into
the question. The Govt still doss
not not appear to be firmly apd
unitedly set on one dirsction.
And it appears to be reacting to
needs in 2 manner too slow for the
public’s satisfaction. But time
is runnlpg out. Nevertheless the
clause on the National Languages
is in the Draft Constitution. This
is @ good start. If it is taken as the
basis of discussion, where does
It lead? Can we have a Srilantha
as Govt Agent in Jaffna, or a Rajen-
dra iz Batticaloa or a Sittampalam

- In Manpar ag ip the days of the old.

Thiru Nesaratnam

170, Hospital Road,
Jaffna.
25[7(78

SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

July 30 — Aug. 13

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRl LANKA

AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN
COLOMEQD.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—
Ceylon Dally Mirror; CO—Cevlon
Observer; ST—Sunday Times; DM—
Dinamina; LD—lankadipa: VK—Vira-
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina;
SLD—Sri  Lapkadipa; JD—lanadina;
DP—Dinapathi; SU—Sun: CHM—
Chintamani; WK—Woeekend; RR—
Riviresa; EN—Eelapadu; [DPR—
Information Dept. Press Release;
DK—Dinakara; DV—~Davasa.

SUNDAY, JULY 20: A Bill to
set up an Urban Development
Authority with an initial capital
cof 20 million and empowered,
among other things, to formulate
and exscute housing schemes ag
well as clear slum and shanty areas
has been gazetted. The President
said that the Migister of Educa-
tion would soon find a solution te
the problem of private non-fee-
levying schools. For the first time
more than 750,000 farmers are to
bepefit from the pepsion scheme
that is to be implemanted Scon.
—ST. The Presidant said yesterday
that the entire school systam will
be reorgapised soon. The Food
Ministry has asked Pakistan to
delay the shipment of 80,000 tong
of rice to Sri Lanka In view of the
large stocks the ministry Is now
holding—S0. The axe is to come
down hard on directorates of cor-
porations and boards which have
been running below the mark during
the past year. Organised voluptary
labour by school children on the
accelerated Mahaweli Project will
take place for the first time on
August 7—WK. The minimum
school going age Is going to be
reduced to 41/2 vears. The Social
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Service Ministry is taking sieps t&
open a 200 acre agricultural farm
in which halthy beggars caught
in Colombo and the suburbs will
be put to work—RR. The request
of the TULF Youth League to esta-
blish a Tamil Netional Couneil
was discussed at the TULF cop-
veation) It was decided that thiz
Caouncil would be set up when the
correct time and dppottunity
arose—EN. The non aligned fofe-
lgn ministers conference entered
its figal day with the nations split
over Cuba’s right to remain in the
organization because of Its rols
In Africa, Early coupting in the
Maldivian Presidential referendum
was given to Transport Minister
Maumosn Abdul Gayoom: between
80 to 90 % of the votes. After PM
Morarji Desai met former Home
Minister Charan Singh, reports-
state that a crisis within the lea-
dership of the ruling Janata Pariy
would bes settled—S50,

MONDAY, FULY 30: A reso-
lution foer which notice was given
by the TULF youth front to set up
a Tamil National Council immediate-
ly to draft a copstitution for Tamil
Eelam was rejected by the TULF
leadership at the 2nd Regional
Convention of the TULF held over
the weekend in Jaffna, The State
team led by Mr. A. C. de Zoysa
is expected to apprise the Presi-
dential Commission of most of the
material that is contzined in the
memeoranda reaching the Commis-
sion's office when the public sittings
begin tomorrow. The Police and
armed services now provide guards
for buses and trains travelling
through bad security Zope as part
of the Regional Security scheme of
the Ministry of Defence—CDN. The
administration of all co-operative
societies in the island will again
revert to conSumers in the
areas in which they are located.
The ACBC yesterday accepted a
motion that a buddhist Ecclesiastical
Court be cstablished immediately
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—CDM. The National Conven-
tion of the TULF was ipaugurated
yesterday by its newly elected
President Mr. M. Sivasithambaram;
in a statement issued later the
TULF claimed that the present
government had been ignorant of
the hardships of the Tamil speak-
ing people of the country—SU.
Mr. M. Sivasithambaram stated at
the TULF Convention yesterday
that: the TULF had decided not to
participate in the discussions of
the Constitutional Amepdment
Bill—V¥K. Dr. N. M. Perera has
been elected as the President of
the Board of Control for Cricket —
JD.  About half a million youths
who are |8 years of age will exer-
cise their votes for the first time
at the forthcoming local govern-
ment elections—DW. Cuba under
heavy fire over its military inter-
vention in Africa sparked off a
bitter verbal clash at the non-aligned
ministerial conference yesterday by
describing several member nationals
as servants of ‘yankee imperialism’.
Zaire and Angola anpounced that
they would establish diplomatic
relations at ambassadorial level -
CDN. The most senior Cambodian
military delegations to visit Peking
since the Communpist take-over
in Phmom Penh in 1975 arrived
in the Chinese capital at the ipvi-
tation of Defence Minister Hsu
Hsiang Chien—CDM.

TUESDAY, AUGUST I: The
setting up of an open university
which would epable persons to
receive education leading up to a
degree through correspondence and
radio lessons, is likely to be a
reality by the end of October.
Over 12,000 buskels of paddy had
persistea in the Apamaduwa stores
recently. City police have been
instructed to crack down hard on
hoteliers who are making their
rooms available to hipple-type tou-
rists to carry out illegal activities.
The government has approved a
Rs. 110 million project to moder-
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nise the telecommunication system
in Colombo and in I8 towns of
the suburbs—CDN. The debate
on the bill providing for a new
Constitution which was scheduled
to begin tomorrow in the NSA
may be postponed; it is sequal
to two petitions having been filed
in the Constitutional Court object-
ing to the bill. With the passage
of the new Constitution the pre-
sent Supreme Court judges will
cease to hold office. The Principal
MNayake Thera of the Vidyodaya
Pirivena stated at the ACBC meet
inz that buddhist monks should
be banned from eptering the upi-
versity as, after their degrees they
usually spent their time in revolu-
tionary activities—COM.  Goverp-
ment has launched a new offensive
against all products that are below
the specified standards in quality—
SU. Mr. S. Rajagurai an office bearer
and MP of the TULF sald that
though they had taken the decision
to establish Tamil Eelam over
two years ago the youth should
realise that it was not wise to
bring it Into practice so quickly—
VK. The restriction on issue of
dynamite is going to be removed
soon; this will be help to house
builders and well diggers—DP. The
‘ndian rupee has been devalued
by 1.309, against the pound ster-
ling with immediate effect the Reser-
ve Bank of India appounced. Air-
ports throughout Western Europe
were floundering in ever-worsen-
ing confusion and chaos yesterday
because of a work to rule by air
traffic controllers—CDN. The non
aligned foreign minister’s Con-
ference ended one day later thap
planned; after much deliberation
it was decided to hold the next
Summit in Havana. PM John Vorster
has summoned a Cabinet meeting to
decide whether to acceptor pot
to accept UN plans which would

ensure an early tramsition to
independenece in South  Africa
—Su.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2:
Mr. A. C. de Zoysa told the Presi-
dential Commission that the Sirima
Govergment abused power and
authority; he stated that fraud,
corruption and pepotism  were
rampapt. The President assured
the Goverament Parliamentary
Group yesterday .that he will ex-
pedite the work of the Job Banlk
Scheme and provige every elec-
torate with 1000 jobs before the
end of this year. Sri Lanka will
be atmed the bepeficiaries of Bri-
tain’s decision annoupced yester-
day to write of 9000 million pounsds
worth of loapsand ipterssts from 17
Third World countries. The' gov-
erninent has decided to ipcreas2
the subsidy given for coconut re-
habilitation by npearly 25%—CDH.
The goverpment Is subsidising Lals-
pray to the cost of Rs. 87 million
anpually—CDN.  About 300 mili-
tant youths staged 2 procession
without police parmission in Jaffna
on Saturday evesing: they went
to the vepue of the TULF mesting
and asked pot for job forms but
for the liberation marcn; they
later dispersed, after persuation—
SU. Mr. A. C. de Zoysa stated be-
the Prasidential Commission that
16 thousand persons were killed
by the former regime and the
same pumber of persons Were
jailed =VK. The Minister of Social
Seryice is making arrapgements to
start scnools with ell facilitics to
teach the children of beggars—DYV.
South Africa last night put off
acccptance or rejection  of the
Woestern-backed UN Plan for inde-
pendence in S. W. Africa pending
a visit to the territory by a special
UN envoy—CDN, lziled Soviet
dissident Anatoly Scharansky will
shortly be flown to the West as
part of a major east-west swap of
priscpers Fresh fighting between
Cambodia and Vietnam over the
past two weeks has been the hea-
viest in their border war for some
month—S$U :
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 3:
The PM introducing the second
reading of the constitution in the
NSA said that it was the beginning
of a process which would create
a pew society pledged to usher
in a4 righteous way of life. The
shortage of doctors and specialists
in prevalent in most parts of the
island; at present the country
Is short of 600 doctors. Trade
between Pakistan and Sri Lapka
will be further expanded and di-
versified through the exchange of
new items and the cellaboration
in major fields of industry. The
Second Regicpal Copvention of the

TULF which was concluded last
Sunday in Jaffna, according to
party insiders ‘achieved pothing'

except transforming the leaders
and youths into bitter antagonists—-
CDN. The Presdent will take his
oaths under the new constitution
within the chambers of the NSA
itself on the same date the new
constitution comes into effect—SU.
The PM speaking at the NSA yes-
terday said that the government
realised the problems that the
TULF was facing as theiw are i the
NSA because of a decision of the
people—EN. The government has
decided to bring down the price
of fertilizer by Rs. 250 a ton. The
government is taking steps to get
upte Rs. 420 million from the
World Bank to import machinzry
for road repair; the Ministry of
Highways has drawn up a plan to
repair 12,000 miles of roadway
in the next three years—DV. The
government is likely to increase
the price of a yard of cotton tex-
tiles by Rs. 2—ATH. An Afghag
dissident group opposing their new
pro-communist regime claimed yes-
terday that its guerillas killed more
than one hundred seldiers in a
malor clash on July 22. The Soviet
Union wants at least 3 communist
spies detained in the west swapped
for jailed Russian dissident Anatoly
Scharansky and eother Jewish ac-

it

“in the FTZ

tivists, sources bargaining for the
release said—CDN. = Fresh out-
bursts of violence were reported
yesterday in Beirut a few hours
after Presidest Elias Sarkis pro-
mised to restore national sovere-
ignity over every inch of Lebanese
territory—CDM. Police openad
fire yestarday to brezk up a vio-
lent mob which attackad a railway
station in the western Indian state of
Maharashtra.
Chinese in Yietnam stampeded iato
China yesterday in an incident involv-
ing border guards on both sides—SU.
FRIDAY, AUGUST 4: The
leader of the Opposition yesterday
copceded that the new Conpsti-
tution had made certain conces-
siops to the Tamil people as far
as their language was concerned.
Government back-benchers staged
a brief walk out in the NSA yester-
day afternoon while Mrs. Sirima
Bndaranaike was readng her state-
ment in the debatz on the copsti-
tution—CDN. Hereafter no  gov-
ernment will be allowed to post-
pone the elections of the country
even  ope day, declared the
President. Mr. A, C. de Zoysa said
at the Presidential Commission
sittings yesterday that the former
Mipister of Justice reduced the
Ministry of lustice and the Attorney
General's departmept to shambles
—CDM. A high powered team of
Japanese industrialists bankers and
manufacturers are now in Sri Lapka
to study the prospects of investing
Imniediately after
Mrs Sirima Bandaranaike finished
her statement on the censtitution
in the NSA yesterday all members
of the SLFP walked out; they were
followed shertly by TULF members'
—SU. The leader of the Opposition
expressed strong disapproval at
the 20th clause of the constitution
because he said that makes it diffi-
cult to amend the constitution
and that it goes against democratic
principles—EN. A sepior Japata
Party legislator called for former
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Hundreds of stranded -

PM Indira Gandhi to be called
before Parliament and impeached
for ‘crimes against the people
during her 1375 emecrgency rule.
A gunman assasinated head of the
PLO Paris mission in an attack on
the mission cffice; two others
were  seriously injured—CDN.
America’s Middle East envoy Alfred
Athertop ruled out a quick resump-
tion of direct peace talks between
Israel and Egypt—CDM.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5:
The government through the cons-
titution has for the first time in
the political history of this country
given the Tamil speaking peopie
not only their lapguage rights in
full but all the fupdamental rights
to make them equal citizens of this
country said the Minister of Justice
in the NSA yesterday. The leader
of the CWC—the sole represen-
tative of the Tamil speaking of
Indian origin in the NSA—said
yesterday thzat the conpstitution
gave the Tamil migority people
concessions they had not enjoyed
for the past forty years In this
country—CDN, At the rate the
Yala crop was being harvested,
there woua be an excess of 500,000
tons of rice by the end of Decem-
ber and we woud pnot have to im-
port rice pext year said the Mipistes
of Trade—CDM Colombo  has
been chosen as a location to
monitor the atmosphere for pollu-
tion in the Glebal Emviroment
Monitoring System; In this connec-
tion two atmosphere monitoring
stations have been giftea to Sri
Lanka by the UN Environment
Programme through the WHO,
LSSP Leader Dr N. M. Perera
charged yesterday that under the
ney constitution the President
would be ‘like a king who can do
no wrong.'—SU The leader of the
CWC said in the NSA that there
is no menption made in the copns-
titution on ‘what basis citizenship
would be granted in future although
discrimination between citizens has
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been removed—VK. The govern-
ment is now taking steps to export
locally produced medicines. The
Minister of Fisheries will soon
copstruct 10 small ice producing
factories all over the country so
that ice could be distributed throu-
ghout the country without dealay.
A pew scheme for the transport
of paddy on ferries is being carried
out betwesn Muttur and Trinco-
malee--DY, A large number of fac-
tories have closed down and more
have reduced the number of work-
ing days due to the glut of foreign
goods now on the market—ATH.
The US has halted pnew develop-
ment aid to Pakistan because of
Islamabad’s refusal to cancel the
purchase of French nuclear re-
prozessing facilities. Ministerial
talks on economic ties between
the US apd five non-communist
South east Asiap countries opened
yesterday and Immediately focus-
sed op America’s role in the re-
gion after the Indo-China war—
CDN. Two Arab gunmen held for
killing the head of the PLO in
Parig told French investigators they
were sipporters of extremist Pales-
tinian Abu Nidal; Abu Midal based
in Baghdad and supported by Irag
has bezen sentenced to death by the
PLO—SU,

SUNDAY, AUGUST 6: The
President yesterday bluntly eri-
ticised government MP’s whose
inaction nad affected party work,
especially in rural areas; he was
addressing 2 meeting cf the Exe-
cutive Committee of the UNP.
There was no person who had
been more involved in corrup-
tion than the PM of the previous
regime, Mrs. Bandaranaike, 2lthough
she accused the present govern-
ment of corruption sald the Presi-
dent: Sri Lapka will have full
colour television with programmes
from all countries of the world
and news coverage via satellite
from Jaguary pext year. The pri-
vate sector will be allowed to
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operate domestic alr service on 2
decision taken by the government
ag Air Ceylon has pot been able
to increase its services—ST. Gov-
ernmept is on the warpath against
peddlars of animal skins and has
ordered the strict enforcement of
existing laws to bap the export
of apnimal hide such as leopard
and deer—WK. The TULF has
taken a decision at the Avarangal
Convention that in order to pro-
tect Tamil Eelam, a contribution
of 1% out of the income of all
Tamil speaking people resident
abroad will be collected—EN. The
Minister of Irrigation saiz that
upder the Maduru Oya scheme
water will be diverted to the
North—CM. Police today opened
fire on a mob of 10,000 harijan
demonpstrators in Magpur City,
Ceptral India. A West German
space expert Heinz Kaminsky said
that the Soviet Upion may have
plans to breed a child in space—50.
Shells slammed into both halves
of Beirut yesterday rzising fears
of a return to the savage artillery
duels which killed thousands of
civilians during the '75-76 Civil
War; Syriap troops and the right-
ist militias of predominantly Chris-
tian East Beirut are locked in what
is becoming a war of attrition—ST.
The US House of Repressntatives
passed a Compromise Bill autho-
rising 37 billion dollars for arms
purchases and research and deve-

lopment of weapons by the Defence -

Department—WK.

MONDAY, AUGUST 7: Sri
Lapka has been compelled to pzy
nearly two million dollars as com-
pensation to Morwegian ship-
yard and a private brokering firm
because of an irregular trawler
building contract entered into by
the previous goverpment here.
The couptry's labour laws are
likely to be extended soon to
bring in more categories of wor-
kers who are now not covered
by them Ipte thelr amkbit. The
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GCSU in official resolutions to be
moved shortly has ceme out wilith
scathing attacks leadership of the
old LSSP apnd CP forces—Chipl.
The Minister of Fisheries has decided
to release ip instalments fish sus-
plies from the buffer stocl which
the Fisherles Corporation holds
in a2 bid to bring down the pricz
of fish—CDM, Legislators from
more than 20 nations will assemble
in Sri Lanka one year hepce fof
cne of the biggest international
conferences on family ~ planuing.
Britain has decided to ghe Uri
Lanka a graut of about Rs. 6 mil-
lion fer equipment to update tha
existing facilities in the lrrigation
Dept, particularly the investigative
machinery of the department. Four
armed youths are alleged to have
robbed abour Rs, 2000 from the
conductor of a laffna bound bus
near Kiilinochchi last week—SU.
The Speaker of the NSA said that
Kotte, which will be re-named

Sri Jayawardenapura will be the

capital of this country—VK. A
rocket by nearly 20 garment mapu-
facturing firms has been discoverad:
instead of making use of the textiles
imported fer the manufacture of
garments they have been selling
the stuff internally for high profits-—
DP. The government has decided
to withdraw the rice ration book
and also increase the prices of
petroleum products, milk pewder,
textiles, drugs and fertilizer—ATH,
The National Savi;gs Bank is taking
steps to opep braaches through-
out the coustry. The CWE has
stopped importing oniens and chil-
lies for the time being because the
local chilli and onion season has
begun—DV. Bihar Chief Minister
Kappoori Thakur held seperate
meetings with PM Morarji Desai
and ousted Home Minister Charan
Singh in a bid to end differences
between the two. More than fifty
people were killed or wounded
when Syriap artillery pounded Chrig.
tian East Beirut early today—SU. A
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KLM Dutch alrllner was hijacked
over France today while on a flight
from Amsterdam toMandrid—CDM.
Chinese agricultural scientist in
Shapghai have produced a new
rice strain in test tubes—CDN.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 8: Two
major state rup trading orgapisa-
tiops—~the CWE and Markfed—will
soon become  strong business
rivals, a move the government
hopes will benefit the consumer.
More thap 250 students from schools
in Colombo and the upiversity
campuses left yesterday morning
on their first lap to participate
in the Mahaweli School's Participa-
tion Program. A sum of US 820,000
dollars was owed by Sri Lapka to
East-Sea Shipping Compapny was
reduced to US 225,000 dollars
due to the efforts of the Minister
of Food and Co-operatives on his
recent visit to Britaip—CDN. The
goverpment yesterday decided to
delete article 157 of the Consti-
tution EBill now being debated in
the NSA; this deals mainly with
the 2mendment of the constitu-
tion. Nearly 400,000 persons will
qualify to receive the up-employ-
ment allowance of Rs. 50 a month
from today. The Minister of Ship-
ping a2nd Tourism said that tha
policy of the government was to
ensure equal rights to women;
in the chapges that the govern-
mept had made for the working
class, benefits were extended to
both male and female workers—
C€DM. Any disputes between fore-
ign investors and the GCEC will
be referred to the International
Centre for Settlement of Invest-
mens Disputes which sits in the
US—SU. It is now known that
the final decision regarding the
granting of aid for the accelerated
Mahaweli Project will only be taken
in January—ID. The Mipister
of Posts and Telecommunlcations
has said that the government was
considering making Rs. 500 as basie
salary for government servants—
LD. Pope Paul VI spiritual leader

of the world's 700 million Roman
Catholics died last night after a
heart attack. The seven party
opposition political grouping, the
Pakistan MNational Alllances announ-
ced yesterday it wasjoining the mili-
tary  government of General
Mohammed Zia-Ul Hag. Indoneisa
and Camboedia have agreed to esta
blish diplomatic  relations at
ambassadoyial level—CDN. Ugandan
President ldi Amin attacked 2 British
press repert that Cuban troops
have secretly arrive In Uganda
at his invitation to put down army
unrest—CDM. Rumaplan President
Nicolae Ceausescu flew to tha
Soviet Ugnien for talks with Soviet
leaders just two weeks before he
is due to receive Chairman Hua-
Kua Feng in Bucharest—SU.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST ¢:
The PM winding up the debate
on the new constitution saia that
the primary objectives of the
new copstitution wvere to usher
in an era of unity among the com-
munities, 2 sense of discipline
among the people and to instil
in the mipds of the populatien 2
sense of loyalty to their mother-
land. The new constitution of
the UNP government was passed
at its sccond reading in the NSA
with 137 voting for and 7 against.
Steps will be taken soon to charge
fees from foreigners who seek
treatment at the Geperal Hos-
pital, Colombo—CDN. The gov-
ernment has initiated action for
the speedy repatriation of 10,000
Indizn citizens before the Ipde-
Sri Lanka ferry sarvice closes for
this year in October. The Paddy
Marketing Board will not mill
any more paddy for the next five
months until the present stocks
of rice both local and imported
are over—CDM. Final pegotiations
are being held between the Gov-
ernment and the UNDP for ‘brains
from India and the Phillipjnes
among other countries to ovyer-
come problems caused by the acute
dearth of doctors and engineers
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in Sri Lanka® Govetnment has
introduced new  wemployment
scheme for scnool drep outs where
employers will recognise schecl
progress reports in the absence
of an examipation certificate 2as
qualification for iobs—SU. The
Minister of Trade sald in the NSA
that the present copstitution had
granted more rights to the Tamils
than evepn the 29th section of the
Soulbury Constitution—VYK. All
government cdoctors will have to
compulsorily serve at least for
three years in backward and under
developed areas—DP. Mr.. Cyril
Mathew speaking in the NSA said
that it was the Sinhalese and not
the Tamils of this country_ who
did not nave rights; they canpot
for instance, buy lapd in Ja#fna
but Tamils have all the freedom
to move around in Sinhalese areag—
EN. The government has revised
the decision not to give bank loans
to governpment corporations
and boards; this decision was
taken becauss increase in produc-
tion and development work would
generate new jobs apnd alse be-
cause the government's financial
situation has improved considera-
bly—DVY. The Presidential Com-
mission has asked the IGP toim..
pound the passports of eight per.
sops till the sitting of the com-
miission are over—DM. The UNP
government is pow taking steps
to give oil drilling rights to an
American Company—ATH.  Cnipa
and Vietnam both tock a
tough line in Hanoi today whep
they opened negotiations aimed
at settlipg their dispute over the
position of ethnic Chinese in Viet-
nam—CEN,  Mrs. Indira Gandhi's
opposition congress party today
called for a commission of Inquiries
Into allegations of corruption against
PM Morarjl Desai’sson—CDN. Cardi-
nals from around the globe gathe-
ered in Rome to bury Pope Paul
on Saturday and elect a successor
to lead the world’s 700 million
Roman Catholics—SU.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 10:
The Minister of Trade said that
for the first time the people are
brought into the administration of
the state; he added that there
were inbuilt checks preventing for
all time a pearson who holds the
office of President from becoming a
dictator. The government will
move an amendment shortly to
enable even non citizens who have
been permnaent and legal residents
of Sri Lanka to enjoy for a period
of ten years the fupdamental rights
contained in the copstitution. The
Public Health Departinent has
launched an intensive hezlth care
programme for pre-scheol children
in eight slums—CDN. The com-
mittees which probed ipstances
of victimisation of public servants
from May 1970 to July 1977 have
recommended redress for nearly
3500 public servapts—CDM. The
Mipister of Education has agreed
to the setting up of seperate schools
for Tamil children where they
are in majority in hill couptry
areas said a CWC statement—SU.
The government will soon be giv-
ing concessions to department apd
corporation employees who don't
take much leave—DP. Sri Lanka
has appointed Mr. Mohameducassim
Seyedu Abdul Rahim as High Com-
missioner for Sri Lanka to Kenya
—IDPR No. [44/78. Sri Lapka has
appointed Dr. R. C. A. lohnpulle
as Ambassador to USSR—IDPR No.
145/78. Sri Lapnka has decided to
appoint Mr. A. T. Moorthy as
Ambassador to Pakistan—IDPR o,
I147/78. Sri Lanka has appointed
Mr. Ernest Corea as High Com-
missioner to Capada—IDPR  No.
[46/78. The CWE has deciced to
impert dry fish and maldive fish once
more from the Maldives as the
Island has been cleared of Cholera
—DV. Sri Lanka's debt to foreign
countries has increased by Rs. 8080
million because of the deyvaluation
of the rupee by [117%—ATH.
The TULF has appointed a 20 mem-
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ber Executive Council to take
steps to form the separate state
of Tamil Eelam—DK.  Rhodesia's
trapsitional  government  yester-
day upveiled plans to end racial
discrimination against blacks in
public places including hotels, buses
and cipemas. President ldi Amin
of Uganda is orgapising a com-
bined non aligned force to free
the Comros islands from white
mearceparies who overthrew the
government over 2 months 2go—
CDN. China and the Libyan Jami-
hirya signed a joint cominigue
establishing  diplomatic  relations
between the two countries—CDM.
Pakistan militavy ruler Zia Ul-Hag
will remain chief executive in anew
cabinet to be apnounced by August
20 said the Secretary of the Pakis-
tan National Alliance —5U.

FRIDAY, AUGUST [l: Serious
allegations against Mr. Justice
Pathirana were made at the Speclal
Presidential Commission by the
Coupsel for State; he said that
Justice Pathirana had done ‘some-
thing illegal and described him as
a ‘political stcoge in the Supreme
Court introduced by Felix Dias.'
The President has set up a National
Development Service under the
Voluntary Youth Service Act. A
salt crushing plant worth half a
million reupees has been lying
idle for over fifteen years at the
Elephapt Pass site of the Salt Cor-
poration. Ayurvedic doctors will
be given the same priviieges
and rights 25 the western doctors
and treated on 2n equal footing
soog—CDN, Tne Tamil Self-Rule
Party, which claims to have pio-
neered the ‘Tamil Eelam move-
ment is plannig to hold propa-
ganda meetings in every electo-
rate in the north and east—SU.
The government has decided to
appoint women as AGA's and
surveyors; this is taken under the
policy of appointing eu number
of men apo owmen for top jobs iu
corporations and departmients. The
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government has earped over Rs
3 million between January and
July this year from radio licenses—
DV. The late Pope Paul's gold ring
and official lead seal have been
ceremopiously smashed to pieces
with.a hammer and chisel signify
the end of his reign. At least 200
member of former PM Indira
Gandhi's Congress Party were in-
jured yesterday in clashed with
police during country wide pro-
tests against the goverpment's
policies. The ZAPU headed by
Joshua Nkoma has charged that
there are more than 13,000
foreign merceparies fighting aleng
side Rhodesian troops—CDM. Por-
tuguese President Antonio Eanes
wrestling with a government crisis

SONG

On Eternity

The evening breeze whispers
in soft hushed tones rustling
the tall coconut palms.

The sun, a golden orb on

the norizon lights up

the emerald green paddy
fields. The crows, black
specks in the orange sky

are homeward bound. The
tranquility of the scene

seeps into my soul and

creates perfect calm. A

calm which cannot be shaken

by the trivialities of

life. Ifeel one with

the scene and melt into
nothingness in that perfect
moment of bliss. Oh!to
remuin forever on that plans
and never to come back tothe
harsh realities of an imperfect life
and feel the steel hard thrusts
of pain which the actions of
men inflict! Yet, it

takes but an instant to

plunge from the heights

of ecstagy to the depths.

of despair.

Casava
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yesterday asked an independent
politician to tray and form a cabinet
replacing the outgoing socialist
administration—CDN.

SATURDAY, AUGUST I2:
The . governpment is ready to face
any consequences that may follow
the iniplementation of the Civics
Disabiiities Bill; any person who
disagrees with the legistation is
free to canvass public opinion at
the forthcoming local govermment
elections and ascertain frem the
people whether they are in agree-
ment with the action taken by the
government. The radical Samasama-
jists in the GCSU ousted the old
LSSP Leadershipr at yesterday's
GCSU appual elections. Aid from
Britain to Sri Lanka will in future
be opn the basic of grants rather
than on a loan basis said the British
Parliamentary Under-Secretary—
CDN. Mr. T. B. Subasinghe speaking
at a ULF rally at Hyde Park said
that when the ULF was formed
in 1969 the biggest political mis-
take made by the Left was to joig
Mrs. Bandaranaike’s SLFP—CDM. A
‘President’s Fund' will be establi-
shed shortly—to collect ‘money for
the relief of poverty, advancement
to education, making of awards
of those who have served the
nation apd for any other purposes
beneficial or of interest to the
public. The new constitution of
the Democratic Socizlist Republic
of Sri Lanka is expected to come
into operation on September 7
by proclanation by the President—
SU. The President has given two
week’s timeto junior ministers to
decide whether they will accept
the posts of district ministers—DM.
The House of representatives hans
ded Presidept Carter 2z major de-
feat by rejecting his latest proposals
to end incomie taxes by 18:l
billion dollars—CDN. Ipdia’s Upper
House yesterday passed a mo-
tion to set up a 15 member
committee to probe allegations
into of corruption against PM

2l

Morarji Desai’'s son Kanti—CDM.
The Indian government has dec-
lared a state of emergency in the
town of Isafahan the scene of anti-

Shak ricting in the past two
days—SU,
SUNDAY, AUGUST 13: Ap

overall improyement cf public sec-
tor economic performance in the
second quarter of this year is re-
vealed in the second Performapce
Report of the public sector ecopo-
mic activity published by the Minis-
try of Plan Iniplementation. Eleven
stugents including six girls of the
laffna Campus of the Ugiversity
of Srl Lapka were suspéndea inde-
finitely from yesterday for ragging
first year medical students—S0. A
National Housing Autherity

will be established for the purpoee
of constructing flats and houses.
The country would be self sufficient
in paper within the pext two years
szid the Chairman of the Paper
Corporation—ST. The government
has finalised all subjects, functiops

. poinit—EN.

and organisations that come under
the purview of future District
Ministers—WK. The leader of the
Cpposition said at a meeting ex-
plaining their present stand that
the ardept youth who are press-
ing them should first learn that
the first requisite was to make
an effort to protect our scil—CM.
Two night buses for two conse-
cutive nights have been robbed at gup
Nurses working in
government hospitals will pnot be
allowed to leave the country for
emploment abroad until the pre-
sent shortage eases—RR.  Ipdia’s
Opposition Congress Party dre-
matically withdraw a motion in
Parlian.ent demanding an inquiry
into allegations of corruption against
PM Morarji Desai's son—S0. The
governpment declared martial law
onfaturday nightin Isfahan, Iran’s
second biggest city apnd put it
upder dusk to dawn curfew after
riots in which four people were
killed. —WK,

[ :
LETTER
Sir

Office hand-outs

Re: Quidnuncs letter page 2 of Vol. 23 No. 283—19.3.78

l. The letter has tne apologetic flavour one associated with Foreigh

2. If PDJFO via HC/GB per Coptrol Tower BIA had enly bothered

7

.and self-respect.

to check IF the Bonnie Prince were getting off at Katupayake while his
plane was 3 or 4 hours away or pot, then except for (2) the British HC
and his staff and (b) ONE officer from our local PD/FO who could haye
stayed behind, thz other Sri Lanka could have gene home to sleep

3 3. Of course there was a thousand to one chance that Charles would
have come te earth. A risk worth taking. What lovely photographs
to show Colombo Seven! “'Maoi, he is so intelligent and handsome. We.
were chatting together for about haif an hour''!!

4. A Desai, Zia, Ne Win, Suharto, Kenyatta, Nyerre or Kaunda
come and go. But a WHITE prince—ah that makes the difference.

5. The arrangements wer2 excellent re VIP lounges ete. Need
the Sri Lankans be shown as grovelling with foy (as our ancient Maha
Mudaliyars and Adigars did) at the prospect of touchiug Charles’ finger
tips. Of course it would never have done to “Namaste”. Whep
Europeans come—a hapdshake; for the Asians palms together. If the
Eskimos sent their Prime Minister PD/FO will leap forward to rub poses.
21.8.78 L

Saradiel-
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Chapter Twelve

The Parcel

By James Goonewardene

The wave receded and the an-
gular obiect, a fruit, was stranded
oy the shore. Deva, striding along,
stopped to look at it. He had been
to the river's mouth and was get-
ting back to the resthouse before
it got dark; but dusk had
already begun to fall and he had
besn running; his conteptment sho-
wed itself in the swing of his body
and the ease of his stride. He picked
up the fruit from the still-wet-
sapd, the fbrous-husked, cocoput-
like fruit, tossing and rolling it in
his hand, feeling its shape 23 he
resumed his waliz. Then suddenly
he swupg his body and flung the
fruit out into the sea. It fell with a
splash; caught up in a gathefing
wave it was swept 2 brief way to-
weards the shore. It then rese and
was jusg a dark object flopping
about In the gloom. He watched
it for a moment; thep losing in-
terest in it he started to run again,
limping and testing the strepgth
of his weakeped leg, but running
jight-heartedly, but rupning stead-
ily and getting winded.

Tha breeze had been dropping
in the last few weeks. The sky
had besn changing too ip - that
time, becoming bluer in the day
and mors vivid apd colourful at
supset. It would soon be end
of MNovember, From now till
about the end of February the skies
would put on these displays at
supsst. These wers the cool months
.when there was barely any humi-
dity in the atmosphere apnd the
mornings had that bracing nip in
the air. These were the good
months of the year, if the porth-
easterly winds did not bring rain
with it.
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He was npot running anymore
suddeply. He was winded and
wanted to get his breach back.
He watched tne waves, watchad
them sweep up the shore and then
recade, leaving a smooth surface
in which the brilliant blues and
reds of the sky wera reflected,
making the shore, in that fading
light, a thing as beautiful as the
sky. Light was disappearing reapid-
ly and this was the last fanfastic
scene before the final curtaip fall.

He had slowed down to 2 valk
and had been recovering his breath
and looking around. Then, oncs
again, he rap, the breeze in his
face, cooling and moistening it
He had beep thinking how much
better it woula have been if his
vife had been rupning beside him,
but she being dead he had to run
alone. How much she loved rin-
ning barefooted on the beach. It
was a gift a child has for doing the
simple things and erjoying them;
she could see a stallion in 2 cloud
and butterflies in bits of tinsel—
she could tun light-footedly cn 2
beach wih as much pleasure 3sa
night at a concerts. A wave 7ound
her feet would set her laughing
deliriously.  This lonely stretch

“of beach would have combined for

her the wonders of 2 mass parade.
The wind in her face, the wet sand
clinging to her feet would have
excited her no end. He haa never
stopped wondering at her capa-
city to absorb herself in the things
she did. When he was at work
she would engage herself in hor
own private activity, with the
same concentration that children
devote to their actiops. She had
found their secret—the child's
secret. She could bring to every-
thing the freshness that children
brought to things. Others had pot
yet learned how to do this, but
all that was in the past and she
was gone; here he was now, running
alone, pot knowing what it was
going to be like ip a week, in a
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menth, In 2 year's time and pot
carlng how it would Ee, pot caring
anymore.

Before he crossed over to the
resthouse he stopped to rast a
momept. It was not yet night.
but the gloo:n gathered rapidly;
there was still a haze over the
horizon whera he knew the fishing
boats were invisibly bobbing, but
he stocd there till the haze too
had disappeared and darkness had
really come. Alope on all that
silent ard sea-pulsating beacn
he stood and waited. At last, he
turned and made his way to the
resthouse, slowly through the tufts
of marram grass, the Spongy, Sag-
filled biptambaru, the leaves
cracking upder his feet, and ke
feeling and hearing then. The fire-
flies had taken to wing. They flit-
ted around like sparks and bits
of silver. Now he would sit with
Ariya, if he was free, and tall; with
him. They hkad talked of many
things since he had come to werk
and live here. They had talked
of books they had read and of
things they ha¢ dope and about
people they had met—Ariya some-
times asking Deva how it was In
Lopdon, never having travelled,
and how he wanted to study marins
engineering and become 2 ship’s
enginasr, and how it hac failed.
Ariya sometimes talked of vomen
ke had knovn, and how he had
come to distrust them, and of the
suffering they had ipflicted on him.
They talked also of the present
problems in the country. This was
how they sat and talked, and Ariya
dreaming of how he would learp
to write someday. That was just
a dream which he kpew would
never come to become a reality.
He had much intelligence; because
of it he saw things clearly and he
wapted to write about what he
saw so that people would know how
he felt and thought about them:
but in fact Ariya had never had
any patience to sit and write—it

a



.chzirs drawn so

A Novel Aot 1971

was too difficult and too full of

< labour, but he dia pnot scorn those

whe could write well becauss it
was too difficuit, Onply he hapd't
the petiepce to do it himself, but
he had great regard for thoss who
could do the difficult things well.
't was why he had talked of art
the first day he met him. Deva
understood it all, saw it all fall
into place. It was so easy pot to
understand a2 man the first time
you met him.

He turped up the slope, feeling
het from havipng run, and noist,
apd 2lso full of this feeling of well-
being and knowing that if he could
make this peace within him last
he could, perhaps, go onto 2 pew
way of living, But what he wanted
now was to sit ip tne dark op the
lawn and slp ap lced beer, but 2s
he started his trudge up the un-
even ground he heard the drift
of voiczs. He groaned “visitors',
ke  thought —loud-mouthed  visi-
tors, but let them talk, if they
wanted. Tonight nothing was going
to worry him. He'll put his legs
up en a stoo] and drink his beer. But
there were no visitors, nect the
ordinary visitors—just Piyaratpe
and Ariya, talking with the'r chairs
drawn close together. That was
different.  Plyaratne was pot a
Visitor, pot tha ordipzry visitor;
hie went cautiously towards them.

" “Hello,” said Ariya. It wes just
a voice, a disembodied voice in
the dark. *A chalr--bring ape-
ther chair,'"” szid tne voice to zp
invisible waitur, The chair was
trought and Deva sat with them.
He ordered a glass of beer. There
was suddeply an omipous silence
now—what had they bzep talking
about, he wondered, with their
close together
like consgiraters. The silence
continued: it was as if his twofriends
had ceased to notice him, and there
the; sat drawn ipto this silepce,
It was brokep suddeply by the
old man's slurred speech.

23 .

“If they think theesh. .if they think

‘theesh is going to frighten me..

if they think this is going to make
me put my tail between my legs..
it they think....l'll give up..l'll
give up oply when they get me.op
my back. Threats. Ariya, do you
hear, threats..they don't frighten

t

ME .vusaias

For a man whose speech was nor-
mally so clear apd deliberate, the

dropping of consonants 2pd the.

struggle for words seemed like a
horrible travesty. He has already
taken too mapy drinks, thought
Deva feeling a wave of pity for
the old man, 2nd already he felt
drained of his earlier cheerfulpess
“l want a drink,”" said the cld man
picking up his empty glass 2.d
rolling it in his hand, *| want
drink, Ariya, Den't you want to
give an old friend a drink..,.....""?

Ariya lzft to fetch him his drink.
Piyaratne turened to Deva. I
“l suppose..| suppose | can tell
you what thissh is all about,.”
he sald. “They sent me 2 parcel.,
they sent me a parcel, all nicley
wrapped up. It was put on my desk
las” morning: brought by post.
My peon, the half-wit had placed
it where I'd see it..thi,ing, that's
fupny..where I'd ses it the first
thing, thinking it contained the
crown jewels. The stupid fools. .
the istupid fools to send me such
a thing..They believed | would
get the jitters..they thought |
would get the jitters when | epened
i

“Parcel?"”

“Yes, a parcel, a box, wrapped up
..you kpow what wash in it..all
nicely wrapped up..you must be
out of touch with this sort of thing,
They still practice this sort o' thing
here; black magic—you kpow..
hooniyan, kedivina,  They preach
high falutin economic theories, but
when it comes to hard facts they
go back to their primitive black
magic like any with doctor in
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Africa. This is the refuse, the gar-
bage | have on my staff. The little
card board box contained the cus-
tomary clay in:age with a pin stuck
through it. It was intended as the
forerupner of some catastrophe
that they intended should befall
me. They come 23 erudite mep to
whom is entrusted the task of ins-
tructing the young in modern learp-
ing, but in the darkness they are
two thousand years back in the dim,
far-off age."”

“But you are pot frightened of
this?* said Deva, “you don't be-
lieve in bltk magic.”

“Of course, its nonsense, its blas-
ted nopsense. Its pot that that
has go‘mi‘down. Itssh what they
did last night..zhey plastered..
zhey plastered..one of the walls
of my house with dung—humap
dung. Its all done in the dark.
They come in the pight like thieves,
carrying human shit to stick on my
wall,”" Deva cculdn't help shuud-
dering with disgust.

“But what makes you think its
sorieone from the staff!”’ he asked.
“You ask how do | know its some-
one from the staff..its what every-
body knows. ltsh that fellow
Hemapala. .everybody kpnows how
he has been trying to get me out
of the school..you know the
fellow..you know him, don't you,
the fellow who wears those loose,
slovenly c.othes..the fellow with
feet like boats, suffering from ap
inferiority complex. Sept  me
annonymous postcards at first, Zat
wash at the beginning..before he
formed thish teacher's upion. The
Police traced the postcard back
to him. The police were going to
file action against him..but he
+as some high-up friends, politi-
cians. We couldn't do a thing.
They are trying to get one of their
own bunch here. If that happens
there would be po limit to the
corruption. All this area will sink
into darkness. My boy, you've
come to join us at a time whep
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the island’s sinking into corrupticn
of a kind that we've qever seep
before..but | have no fear of you.
You don’t look the type who runs
away when things go wrong. You
don't back out of trouble—do you?
No, no, don't get frighteped..l am
not going to drag you into all
this,." J

“l am pot frightened of getting
dragged into apything," protested
Deya.

“Yes, of course, of course, but
this is my problem apd I'll meet it
but | den’t want you to abanden,
the school because of this.”

Ariya had rejoined them now.
A momept later the waiter came
with the drink.

“‘Ah here's my drink. You know,
my boy, my friend here—Ariya
is a good map....a good friend. .
no rupning, not he. He has the
sort of loyalty you don’t see aroupd
anymore. He stands and fights..
well, .1 don’t know whether he
fights, but he dossn’t rup, but | am
going to fight. That's what | am
going to do—fight | am going to
fight, going to stand ond fight.
Ariya, here, is a great friend. He
advises me not to..let things be,
he savs.. because he is a religious
man..soam |, but sometimes you've
got to fight..Yes, sometimes you
have to fight—what say you -Ariya-
Yes!”’ Piyaratne grabbed his drink
with an unsteady hand and draiped
off half of the glass.

“My beys you are just sipping a
glass of beer.. Ariya, my boy here
needs apother dripk. lts on ms.
Get more beer.'’

“No, Mr. Piyaratpe, this is all |
need now."

“All right, I'll pot force it on you.
You Ariya, you don’t have a drink
either, You see, the plastering
of the walls with human dung.,
it ‘was not a decent thing to do.
My wife, it has affected my wife
more than it has dopne me. It was
not decent getting her info this.
| am glad my children ae not ‘here
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with me. They are safe where they
are, but my wife, she takes all these
things very hara. She gets very
upset and flies off tne handle. Not
a decent thing to get my wife into
this. . Ariya, where's your drink!”
“I dont drink, you know, while
on duty."

“Thatssh right, come hell or high
water a man must stick to his prin-
ciples. 1 think that is good enough
of a hint. Me one's drinking but
me. This is the last and | must go.
My wife, she get's =2ll upset
She too blames me for =zll this.
That's 2 bit hard, but.."”

The old man tossed off the rest
of his drink and rose.

“Well my friends, | must go
now, go into the night alope.
Thissh..is the only wisdom one's
left with..one battles alope. :thatsh
the only wisdom one's left with,
and one’s last battle is with fear
ana death, and one fights it alope.”

Deva and Ariya had risen too. The
three of them steod there a long
moment saying nothing. They all
felt threatened in some deep
and fupdamental sense. What was
threatened was not just Piyaratpe,
Deva felt, but semething more im-
portant than 2 lope individual
fighting to preserve some bit of
sanity. He saw this very clearly
suddenly. For a long time ke hag
known this.

‘Accross the river, in a clump
of bushes a pair of water fowls
started fighting in the dark. Piya-
ratne turped his head in the direc-
tion of the noise and seemed to be
listening for a moment. He seemed
reluctant to go. He liked beipg
here. He felt safe in the company
of his friends, but he knew he had
to go. ¥
“Well, | must go", he said finally
as he turped.

“l am coming with you Sir,” said
Deva, ‘you can't go alope.”
The eld man was in no fit copdi-
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tion, he realised, to set out alone
over the bridse and back home.

*I will not hear of it,'"" cried Piya-
ratie, suddenly pushing his shoul-
ders back in a gesture of defiance.

“It must never be said of me that
| was frightened of the dark, or
that | vas frightened to go alope.’,

Deva looked to Ariya for help,
but Ariya shook his head to say no.
He knew the old man well epough
to realise that, however high he
was, when his mind was made potn-
ing could budge him. The cld man
started to walk out slowly towards
the road, lurching 2 bit now and
then. He had not besp gone lepg
when they heard him sing, the
staid, elegant old man who was
the Pripcipal of the only school
in the town staggering along drunk
as a torpor, singing to drown his
fears, a frightened man trying to
sing louder than his fears.

Copyrisht Reserved

L * *

LESSON FROM INDIA

Price Of Aid

The bulk of the pledged assis-
tance from the Aid India Consor-
tium will be ‘project aid." This is
because India with its massive
foreign exchange reserves does
not qualify for non-project aid
which is given to help overcome
balance of payment difficulties, This,
is pointed out, need not defer
India getting non-project aid once
its reserves are depleted and pay-
ment gap develops, as the aid vo-
taries hopefully project.

But, thepn, the type of rural
development envisaged by the Goy-
ernpment and the Planners—whether
it is the concentrated supportto
agriculture for rapid growth of
employment potential or samll scale
industry—does npot wequire apy
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projects to be financed by foreign
ald. Here comes in the specious
argument of development of
infrasstructure to support the pew
strategy of low techpology growth
of agriculture and Industry,

Project aid is given, after bar-
gaining, by the dopor countries,
on a project to project basis on
stipujated terms and conditions.
One of them is the choice of the
project itself. Then, they insist
on overwhelming say in the setting
up and running of the project, as
well as on the margin of profits
etc. Predictably, the erection of
the projects will be on a turn-key
basis. Covering these individual
contracts will be further libera-
lisation and extension of copces-
sions. The ground has alrerdy been
prepared for this type of pene-
tration of private foreign capital
into crucial sectors of the Indian
economy, by the Orville Freemapn
entourage of multinational exe-
cutives to India In February and the
Prime Minister’s disturbing assu-
rances to the multinationals, during
the recent American visjt.

Project ald, on the terms Insisted
upon usually by the domor coun-
tries, will pre-empt growth and
expansion of Indian enterprise in
the crucial areas which would pre-
sumably Include basic Industries
as part of the infra strcuture. The
initiative of the Government will
be eroded and npullified to the
extent that the economy becomes
captive to the dictates of the ep-
trenched foreign projects.

Signifieantly, the demand of
Indian Big Business also includes
Opportunities for exploitation.

‘of the consumer goods market

through the foreign collaboration.
What, therefore, would the 2id in
effect mean is the capturing of the
vast Indlan market by foreign capi-
tal for exploitation. Heavy Industry
and basic Industries upder Indian
control, especlally under the cop-
trol of the Government In the

a5

public sector, become Irrelavant
if not an obstacle to such exploi-
tation. That is the vision whicn
the Goverpment offers under the
new Plan and its industrial policy
to the Aid India donors. Self re-
llance hag no place in this visien.
If the developing countries can
not export to the developed coup-
tries they can still provide faci-
lities 2o the latter to launch joint
ventures for exploitation of third
countries, play a junior reole and
get 2 small share in the exports
which will, on balance, ba to the
advaptage of the dominant wes-
tern capitalist countries. That is
a balt offered to Indian Big Busineess

by the multinationals
—Secular Democracy

THE NON-ALIGNED
MOVEMENT

Letter From Belgrade —2

by A. W. Singham

This is the second of a two-part
series by Professor A. W. Sing.am
on the NonAligned Movement writ-
ten exclusively for the Tribune.
The first part LETTER FROM
HAYANA AND WASHINGTCHN
appesred In the Tribune of
July 15, (Yol 23 No 3). A. W.
Singham. is currently Professor,
Political Science at Howard Uni-
versity in Washington DC. He
is the editor of a book which has
just appeared entitied Thu Non-
Aligned Movement in World
Politics, publisied by Lawrence
Hill & Co. A review of this book
will appear in Tribune skortly.
Prof. Singham is presently a visit-
ing fellow at the UN undertaking
a study on the Non-Aligned Move-
meat, From Sebtember this year
he is joining the Department of
Political Science, Brooklyn College,
City University of New York.

One of the most interestlﬁg ag-
pects of the Belgrade Conference
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was the presence in Yugosiavia
of the Yice President of Cuba, Dr.
Carlos Rafael Redriguez. He held
a press conference in Belgrade
away from the Conference site at
the Ipternational Press Center.
At the pressconference, he ansv ered
the critics of Cuba quite directly.
ln 2 section estitled “Those Who
Can Be NMNon-Aligned” ke said:

We concelve the Non-Aligned
Movement as an association of
countries with different socizl
and political concepts, belopg-
ing to several social-economic
systems, confessionsl as well 23
lale, but with bonds that charac-
terize the participation of 21l mem-
bers in the Movement: not being
committeed to any of the glotal
military pacts and to accept
the program of the Movement
which was clearly defined at
Belgrade and Cairo.

To such program Cuba does
feel committed. If some member
couptry wants to change the
orientation of the program of the
Non-Aligned Movement, it s
not Cuba. Cuba will be opposed
to It..When apy country that
proclaims itself as nop-aligned
tries to attack Cuba's policy of
solidarity with the people of
Africa, it forgets, first of all,
that one of the principles which
the Movement has reaffirmed
In its different conferences has
been the recomn.endations of
the member couptries to re-
quest help from other pon-aligned
member countries whose terri-
torial sovereignity apd integrity
are threatened. The best answer
to those who, servinz Impe-
rialist policy, try to Impeach
Cuba's non-alignment, based
on its support te African peo-
ple, Is the agreement subscribed
at Colombo Conference of Heads
cf State or Government which,
after congratulating the peoples
of Angola for its heroic and suc-
cessful struggle against South
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‘African racist igvaders and their
- allies, **. greeted .the Republic
. of Cuba and other States wlich
helped the people: of Angola
‘to frustrate the expansionist and
..colopialist strategy of the South
African = racist regime apd its
_allies.  (Statement by Dr. Corlos
. Rofeel Rodriguez, Member of the
Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of tne Communist Party
and Vice-President of the Counci-
of State and the Council of Minis-
.ters of Cuba to the Press Con-
ference hcld in Belgrade during
the Ministerial Conference of the
. Non-Aligned Countries, July 29,
. 1978, p. 6).
A little later on in the press cop-
ference he proceeded to defins
more precisely what @ socialist
couptry like Cuba was doing in a
nor-aligned movem.ent.
No one could demand from a
Nop-Aligned Couptry, on be-
half of being a member of the
Movement, that he attzches him-
self to socialist tneories or that
he supports them, or even, that
he shows a preference towards
the foreign policy of the socialist
countries. But it is a fact that
while the Non-Aligned Countries
may, at the same time, be socia-
lists and non-aligned such as Yugo-
Javia and Cuba, at the be-
ginning of the Movement and
afterwards other members, suca
as Vietnam 2nd Korea and many
others receptly incorporated—
no imperialist country, neither
any country that supports or
approves the imperialist policy,
successively and repeatedly con-
demped by all our Conferencss,
could be a member of this Move-
ment. (Ibid., 3. 8).
And finally, answering those w~ho
charged that Cuba would misre-
present its role as the Chairman of
the ‘Nop-Aligned  Conference after
Hz.\'ana, he said:
"At-the same time,. Cuba reco,,
‘nizes the heterogepous charac~
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ter of the Movement, the fact

-.that- it is integrated oy States
with qifferept  social systems,
guiged- by different political

* and religious concepts, that some-
times corsider in different ways,
‘ pot oply the essential factors of
the world situation, but also the
way -in which the very same pro-
gram of the Mon-Aligned Coun-
- tries must be appliea.

" Such facts were the reasons for
the sentence that President Tito
expressed at the very begirning
of the Movement: that our unity
“‘does not enforce upapimity’.
..Last of all, it is our eopipion
that the directing bodies of the
Movement, its Presidency, its Co-
ordinating Bureau, its Minis-
terial Conferences, when act-

ing on behalf of the Non-Aligned

Countries, cannot express the

opinion of any country or groups

of countries, but are compelled

“to do so with full respect of the

Program of the Movement and

of the agreements of the follow-

ing Conferenees. (Ibid., p. 11).

There was ancther theore-
tical shift in emphasis that
oné begzn to discern zat Bel-
grade. In thz past, the non-
zligned movement had beon
very ecncerned with the issue of
colonialism and imperialism
in its broadest sénse. It has
recognized that with the glar-
ing excestion of Southern Africa,
the issue of political ccloniza-
tion would be settled in the
coming decade. They are thus
much more concerned now with
the grcwing new phepomenca
within the non-aligned world,
namely the issue of neocole-
nialism.

S‘imp]y put, this phenomenon,
which was recognized at an early
dafe by one of the Founding Fathers
of nop-alignment, Nkrumah, " is
a situation where 2 nation is able

" to enjoy political scnrerclgn:ty but

is:subjiect to economic dependencs,
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Most of the non-aligned countries
were bez:cmlng aware that while'
they were able to be pohticaﬂy
sovereign, their -economic soverel-
gnity was seriously impaired by
the world mopetary and marke‘
system:

Most of the non-aligned countries
are finding themselves .increasingly
dependent on the International Mone-
tary Fund and the World Bank. Many
of the delegates at the Belgrade
meeting pointed out that instecd of
going, o5 they kad done for the post
three Lundred years, to Loundon, Paris,
gnd Lisbon, tuey now found thum-

selves  increasingly dependent - on
Woashington for their development
funds.

Meny of the leaders gttending the
Belgrade Confereice were pcinfully
oware of what kad happeied to one
of its militant members, ncmely
Jamaica, in its expericnce with the
IMF. They recognized that in order
t> follow a »olicy of self reltance
and economic independence,  they
were constantly being curtailed by
the new institutions of world impe-
Fialism that were emerging, namely
those of tne multi-national corpora-
tions, the IMF, and the World Bank.
(It is somewhat ironic that next
month the World Bank and the IMF
will ‘be ‘meeting at the same con-
ference sitz, the Sava Center i
Yugoslavia, to determine the fate of
most of the nonaligned nationsl)

The menmibers of the non-aligned
movement were thus realizing that
the fundamental contradiction in
the world economy, namely of a
world recession coupled by a world
inflation, would have disastrous con-
sequences for their own econoniy.
Thus, the non-aligned movement was

slowly - but painfully beginning to
devlop a- strategy to deal with this
impending crisis over which - they

have no control.

In adaition to these major theo-
retlcal issues, the Foreign Ministers
also_addressed themselves to some
very practical problems. that cop-
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fronted _the non-aligned move-
ment. The meeting of the Foréign
Ministers, for exa.ﬂple. enabled ths
Arab Foreign Ministers to meet
and ‘discuss certain’ matters of
commen interest. This was the
fizst time that Egypt was to save
its face and participate with some

of the other Arab Foreign Mipisters:

in an effort to develop a collective
strategy for peace in the Miedle
East. Many of the Arab Foreign
Ministers saw this as 3 monuniental
step in that it allowed the Arab
nations to have a |nint strategy
instead of bilateral pegotiations
which were destroying Arab unify.
Secondly, the conference also
agreed to develop an informal
machinery Ly which to resclve
coniflicts between member nations.
The creation of ad hoc committees to
deal with specific preblems between
member naticis was indeed ap
extremely  important  practicel
step. The nop-aligned movement
thus offers for the worlc system
a pew method by which inter-
national disputss can be resolved.
Because the non-aligned movement
has within it mentbers from every
given continent it may be that
countries that are not directly
involved in a particular conflict
can provide their good offices for
the resolution of such a confilct.
It was originally hoped that the
United Nations could perforni such
a task. Unfortupately, in recent
years the Upited Nations has be-
coine bogzad dowr in such a morass
of international legalism that it
has not been able to perform =2
useful political role. The non-
aligned movement can play an
exceptionally important role
by providing political leader-
ship of this kind for the inter-
national system,
. The Belgrade meeting pro-
duced in addition an extremely

important political mapoeuvre to

bring down the racist régime of
Southern Africa. The Conference

27

callea upon .the Security Councd
to take specific ‘actions’ in this ra
gard by calling for an oil embargo

84, - The Conferenc_ _d-r_aw_s
the attention of the international
commupity to the peed to under-
take  edective micasures to
put an end to the permanent
-aggression apd the systeni . of
brutal oppression and genocide

. against the lndlgenous peoyples
. of Zimbabwe, Namibia, and South

Africa. The Ministers urge those
States that maintain economir,
military  and nuclear relations
with the racist regimes to ter-
minate them apd to co-operate
with the United Natiops in the
effort to eliminate such relatioys
and in particvlar to work to-
wards the early convening of
_the Security Council to consigzr
the oil embargo agaijst the South
African racist regime. The Minis-
ters urged all Third World states
who are pot in the Noj;-Aligned
Movement and in particular, lran,
to join in making the embargo
effective. = The .Conf:rence pays
tribute to the heroic struggle
_waged by the peoples of Narmiibia,
Zimbabwe and South Africa for
the llquldatlon of colonialism,
racism, and - apartheid, which
copstitutes a rnajor_ contribution
to the struggle for' the general
eljancipation of nations and coun-
_tries.  The 'Ministers call for
the complete and copsistent im-
plementation of the United Na-
tions decisions on the decolo-
nization of Southern Africa and
on all required support to the
liberation movements at this cri
tical stage of the struggle for
liberation and  independence.
They underline -in particular
the significance’ of the. role - of
the United Mations, and of -the

_Organizat'idn of Africaq Upity

in particular, in this ‘regard.
(Draft Declaration ‘For The Con<
ference of Ministers of . Foreig-

‘Affairs” of Non-Aligned ~Countries
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_in -~ Belgrade,” 25-29 July; ' 1978,
“BEG-78-0339). o
I the non-aligned movement 'is
able to convince the interpational
communpity to impose an oil em-
bargo ‘on the Southern African re-
gime there is po doubt that such
a gtrategy is likely to bring an end
to the deadly poison of apa'rthaid
Wwithin this era.
it was clear that by the end of
the meeting there was considerable
optimism amongst those who parti-
cipated at thé meeting about the
future of pop-alignment. The most
pessimistic copnclusions about the
movement obviously came from the
Western press. The New York
Times concluded that: el
The forum was the Foreign Minis-
ter; meeting of the Non Aligned
Moveinent, 113 nations professmg
a 24 year tradition of neutrality
between East and 'West. But the
reality wes soinetning else, bitter
_and divisive debates over paro-
«chial issues from the- Horn  of
Africa to !ndochma and to the
~charges of proxy wars to Grea:
Power patrons. ¢

The Times, -in the same artmle of
Ju_ly 30th  goes on to pomt out
that indeed the United States,
especially the National Security
Counpcil, had hoped that the new
“inflientials” in Belgrade would
have produced a sobering influence
on the movement:

Mast of the countries that 7b1gmeu
Brzezin<ki,  President - Carter's
rational secutity adviser, kas. cal-
led the ‘‘new . influentials were
in Belgrade last week=Saudi Arc-
bia, Indunesie, Nigeria® and Brazil
(an chserver). Mr. Brzezinski
and the Carter Administration have
- targeted these countries for special
attention in the developing. world,
by virtue of their wealth, control
- of commiodities,. population or- geow
gruphic bosition..
The New' Yark Trme.f cuntlnues to
question AP T i
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But Is the nonecligned movement
tne format to reach them, an areng
where the most important issues
are diluted with rhetoric, where
last week the most crucial debates,
even behind closed doors, reported-
ly dissolved into shouting matches
bordering on pandemonium?

But those who had cbservad
the final session of the plepary
in Belgraoe on the last day of the
Conferspce were not convinced
that pandemonium and chaos had
prevailed. Indeed, most of the
leaders of the delegations iaclud-
ing the apparent belligerent Ia-
fluentials came away quite happy
that the npon-aligned movement
had indeed achieved a new stage
in its historical development.

However, just as the Con-
ference was ending the new
campaign was beginning to dis-
rupt the Summit meeting in
Havana. Most commentators
began to predict that there
would be a very small turnout
in Havana by the Heads of
State and indeed they predic-
ted that many of the nacions
would boycott the Summit. It
was interesting to note that
the wire services reported at
the end of the Conference that
nearly 36 nations would boycott
the Havana Summit. It was
obvious that the wire services
had not conducted a survey,
but they insisted that they
were guoting “‘diplomatic sour-
ces'”, It was finally revealed that
the number of 20 was suggested
by Morocco in a radio interview
with a German station!

It should be remembered, rever-
theless, that Summit meetings nor-
mally do not bring out the majo-
rity of the Heads of State. The
only two Summits that attracted
a vast majority of the Heads of
tate were those In Yugoslavia
and Algeria. Secondly, it appears
clear that the West was aeter-
mined to contipue its came
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paign to create an ideclogical schism
within the movement, especially
by focusing t eir attention on such
concepts as hegemony (and patural
ally).

Socialist countries within the
nop-aligned movement had insis-
ted that the socialist camp which
had no record of colopialism or
imperialism should be treated as
a natural ally. Hewever, the mas-
sive split in the socialist move-
ment, especially the divislon
within the socialist camp has re-
sulted in further divisions within
the movement itself. Vietnam and
Cuba made It abupdantlv clear
that socialist countries like China
were no longer following the path
of apti-imperialism but were
indeed collaborators with impe-
rialism against the Interests of
the nop-aligned. Opn the other
hand, countries like Yugoslavia
and India appearea to be totally
opposed to the bloc theorvy in
world politics and suggested the
phrase “hegemopy’ to describe
the actlvities of other dominant
forces.

It is oiur view that the debate over
the question of natural ally versus
the concept of hegemony can only
strengthen the movemet rather thon
weaken it. By attempting to define
the benagviour of states within these
specific  conceptual  frameworks
nations will then be able to judg=
whether @ particuler naticn’s acti-
vity, or rather, bloc's activity, fits
into its theoretical characterization.

For example, the term hegemony
requires considerable further the-
oretical  exploration,  especlally
since it Is a phrase that is quickly
bandied atout in world politics
without specific empirical meaning.
Furthermore, as events develop in
Southern Africa and in Southeast
Asia, many of the non-aligned
nations will have to come to a
political conclusion as to which side
they support. Nop-alignment does
not mean, as most others have ten-
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, mous
clesr that Sri Lanka had insis-

‘Befgrade Mueting

ded to conclude; an amoral position
on world Issues.

Bandaranaike was quite correct
waen he soid: ““We are nenaoligned,
but committed to the hLilt.” In cther
words, there can be no non-gligned
block within the non-aligned move-
ment. The commitment to peace,
national liberation, and the fight
against racizm does not allow us
the moral luxury to be neutral on
these issues.

The debate in Belgrade should
have provided copsidarabls clarity
to most of the non-aligned nations
attending as to what their inuividual
nation’s policy should be on such
questions 2s the conflict betweepn
Vietnam and Campuchis, the con-
fiiet between Zaire and Apgols,
and most imporeantly, the copflict
between Southern Africa and the
front-line  states. The Bureau
meetings of the npon-zligned, the
Foreign Minister's meetings, as well
as the Heaos of State mestings
have provided zn excellent forum
whereby ths por-aligned mnations
can obtain specific information v hich
will inform their policy on
broad  Interpatiopal  questions.
For a country like Sri Lanka,
the opportunity to be the
Chairman of this ast move-
ment has proved to be zn snor-
responsibility. It was

ted ihroughout the proceed-
ings in Belgrede that she was
not merely a co-ordinator of
th: Bureau of the nonaligied
meeting, but ind-ed the Chair-
man of the conference and
p oceeded to act as one. When
the Heads of State selected Sri
Lanka to be the host for ths
meeting and procasded to elect
her as the Chairman of that
meeting, they had confidence

. that Sri Lanka would act as an

jmpartial Chairman. :

It is alse clear that when a coun-
try assumes the Chairmanshlp It
will net abandon Its own fore'n
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policy objectives and become “‘peu-
tral.” It should be made clear
that there is a tradition in the non-
aiigned movement that whep a
nation assumes the Chairmanship
of such a gatheripng It distinguishes
betweep its role as Chairmen and
its role as a jsember pation. During
the {9 year history of tha move-
mant, each Chairman has brought
to the movement its own leader-
ship skill to try and keep the move-
ment upified and moving forward.
Yugoslayia at the first Summit,
Egypt at the second Summit, Zam-
bia at the third Summit, Algeria
at the fourth Summit, and Sri
Lapka at the fifth Summit have all
brought the movement their ewn
particular style of leadership to
improve the quality of the move-
ment.
It is for this reason that the
Heads of State, when they
met in Sri Larnka, remained
confident ¢hat the next Chair-
man, Cuba, would also con-
tinue in that tradition, namely
of providing its own style
of leadership but at the same
tima making svre that the
integrity asd the meaning of
the maovemsent as a broad
united front of poor nations
in their struggle for eccno-
mic, sceial, and political jus-
tice will continue. Most of
tha nations attending the Bel-
grade Confarence had enough
confidence both in thams=lves
and in thsir fellow members
not to be stampeded into
adventurist activities such
as the posthocnement of the
Havana Summit,

As one Asiap leader put it
“A Chairman will have to be judged
whether it is a good Chairman
or pot when it assumes that office
and proceeds to exercise the powers
that have beep granted by that
office. It is irresponsible to judge
a country befere it has had a chance
to exercise this right,”

i)

The meeting of the Forelgy
Ministers in Belgrade, by confirm-
Ing the datz for the next Summit
mesting in Havana for September
3-6, 1979, expressed their cop-
fidence pot only in the government
of Cuba but more imporantly in
the capacity of the movement to
govern its owp affairs. It made It
abupdantly clear that it did not
requira copstitutional advice from
the foreign offices of the Western
nations on how the mevement is
to copnduct its internal busipess.

concluded

BOOK REVIEW

The Tamil
Problem

THE WAY OUT FOR THE
TAMIL SPEAKING PEOPLE
INCLUDING  POST-SCRIPT:
1977 BY V. KARALASINGHAM
{INTERNATIONAL PUBLI-
SHERS, COLOMRBO, 1978.
PRICE RS. 15/- LOCAL).
The author who is a friend of mine
has, nevertheless, to be compli-
mented for bringing out a re-
print of his The Way Out For The
Tamnil Speaking People at a time
when a correct approach to the
Tamil minority problem facing the
country needs to be made both
by the Sinhala people and the Ta-
mils themgelves. The first edi-
ion of this book made it appea-
rance in the year 1963. In the se-
cond edition which has just come

out of pript, the author has up-

dated his work by including a new
chapter Post-Seript: 1977 together
with apendices which contain some
brief but interesting articles of his
on the subject of Tamil mineority
problem and race relations in Sri
Lanka,

The main chapters which formed
hig earlier work give a concise and
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lucid Marxist exposition of the
minority problem: - the barreness
of the solutions offered by Tamil
political parties especially the Fede-
ral Party and the real path that
lie ahead for them along the road
of struggle for socialism. Going
through the pages once again after
I5 years one potes the stark rele-
vancy of the ideas expressed therein
to the pradicament in which the
Tamil speaking people find them-
selves in even today.

This review is primarily con-
cerned with and confined to chap-
ters added newly. Post-Script: 1977
traces the advent of the Tamil
United Liberation Front (TULF)
in Tamil politics and its impact
on the political life of the country.
Tamil politics which was priaci-
pally governed by the politics of
the FP, the hall-mark of whose
policy the author ciaracteriistic ally
describes as the policy of “'looking
out for potential patrons after
every Parliameptary elections™,
came to a dead-end in the wake of
the sweeping victory of the Unpited
Front of the SLFP-LSSP-CP at tpe
elctions of 1970. But 1970 also
provided a pew extension in in-

BOOK REVIEW
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Owing to an oversight, we
had failed to mention that

the review of the bo k
FACETS OF MODERN
CEYLON HISTORY THR-
OUGH THE LETTERS

OF JERONIS FPIERIS by
Michael Roberts written hy
H. A. I. Goonetilleke, which
appearad in the Tribune of
Augus:t 19, 1978, (Vol. 23,
No. 9) had origirally ap.
peared in The Sri Lanka Journa!
of Humanities, Vol. 2. No, 2,
December 1960, We regert
the omission,
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fluence ‘of Tamil communalism. The
post-1970 blunders ‘of Mrs. * Baps
daranaike which  were “Elunders
committed as 2 result of caving in
to Siphala chauvinism "contributed
in no small measure in continuing
to keep the Tamil speaking people
in captivity.

The author describes as foHow,
the conditions which brought about
this situation: ““..in the situaticn
created by the lack of Tamil re-

presentation in the United Front

Siphala chauvinism rapidly moved
in and soon established a powerful
lobby—the Sinhala Taruna  Sang-
vidancya with Mr. Sivali Ratwatte
ag president, the same gentleman
whom the UNP has retained as
chairman of the Export Processing
Bureau and is the principal contact
man of multipational companies
to press for its consistent apti-Tamil
policy. By November of that year
it, succeeded in pressurizing the
Government to review the results
of media-wise stapdardisation im-
posmg the hated numerous clausus
in the matter of University ad-
msmon -

of course, for the lack of Tamil
representation in the UF, it Is
none other than the Tamil speak-
ing people themselves who have to
be blamec. For, had they objectively
assessed tne situation they would
hayve realised at least the tactical
advantage of linking their struggle
for the realisation of their genuine
grievances, with the forces led by
the Upited Front at: the elections
of 1970. This was not to be: The
Tamil people instead of throwing
their weight behind the Front and
using it as their instrument engaged
themselves in to use the term of
Karalasmgham,l a lebour of ‘sisy-
phus’?. upder the. Tamll communal
parties.. They. .preferred to wallow
inijthe mire of Tamil corrlmunal
qlmc,s ; Further, 3y s.ltuatlon
VWhere the balance of class ‘forces
withm the Upnited “Front Govern-
et wself 'beégan - to switch -in

FRBUNE Soptaiber 1978

favour of the Right, Sinhala chau-

virism found its way eagy:into the
‘highest echélons of power. The
device of standardisation ~pushed

a -copsiderable section of Tamil
youtn to a position of hostility
towards the Governpment. To
add insult to -inlury the SLFP's
activities in the Ta:il speaking
areas through its hand-picked
‘ag’eﬁts‘ worseny the situation and
Mrs: “Bandaranaike's’ “wisdom'’ that
a  police-cim-niilitary operation in
the-northern penipsula would set:
tle matters furcher- widened the
credibility gap. . By this negative
approach she not only alienated
the Tamil speaking people but
above all provided the reactionary
Tamil political parties a fresh lease
of life. Thus Tamil- political . re-
action became alive and  kicking
on the plank of the demand for a
separate state. The TULF .ro-
vided tne rallying point.

Of  this - orgapisation author
Karalasingham says: ‘it sought to
upite the Tamil speaking people
of 3 areas, viz. North, East and hill
country with qeparatg and distinet
problems upder the common de-
mand of Eelam."” He lists the fol-
lowipg as the reasons which make
the objective of a separate state
hard to realise —*..pot only are
the class interested of the plantation
Tamils. clearly different from those
of .the North: and East, their cwp
pressing demands of a ‘‘national”
character are.of an entirely diffe-
rent order, - involving: the ending
of .the apartheid regime imposed
on them angd their !ntegra:mn lnto
the political life of the country”.
“Evep as between the Tamil speak-
ing people of the North znd East,
the much vaunted unity was largely
fictitous, pot only on account of
the refusal of the Muslim com-
munity of the Eastern Proyince
to fall in line, but even as batween
the Tamils in the Eastern Province.”

~'NVhy then is this vain attempt

to inter-lock’ or reconcile the con- -
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tradictory interests. of . .disparats
pecple updertaken? tne reader.may
-ask. Karalasingham answers quite
‘pointedly—"“While their separate
grievances brought them together'
they were held together in a vice
in obeaience to a higher interest
and superior directive, viz, the need
to confront a government waich
was left of ceptre."” Karalasingham
goes on to state that in a situation
as that of the present where we
find the Government anything but
of a Ceptre Left type, the separatist
demand will be kept alive but pot
activated. “The tims for such
activation is when a Laft or Left
of Centre government-is in power!"

If ope is to judge the course of
Tamil politics from its past one
cannot fight say of agresing with
this assertion of the author. The
line of policy pursued by the TULF
and its precursor the FP during

the period of the Upited Front

Goverpnient and even earlier adds
strength to this statement. Thz

‘rele these parties of Tamil reaction

played in the geperal struggle
zgainst imperialism is too fresh in
the minds of the progressive peo-
ple that it needs no elzborate men-
tion. Suffice it to say that at every
turn they acted as the hand maidens
of imperiaism and local reaction.
Viewed in this coptext one cannot
help but agres with the author
whan he characterises the idea of 2
separate state as the creature of
imperizlism—a .sort of a foot-
hold not only in Ceylon but also
in South Asia.

Though the TULF demand is
of such portent, the danger .in-
volved could be and must be warded
oft at all costs. The anti-imperia-
list movement should consider this
as part of their own struggle and
most awaken to realising, the im-
the . urgency and the
need for a proper. plalicy which

- will meet the legitimate aspirations
cof the Tamil speaking people- The

.
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The Temil Minority =
thick veil of insecurity that blur
the political vision of the Tamil
people neeas to be ramoyed. This
could only be done to the extent
the socialist movement come for-
ward agzain to fearlessly espouse
the causz of the Tamil speaking
people. ~ Admittedly, this is not
aj; easy task. Both Siphala apd
Tamil natiopalism which is nothing
but the manifestation of petit-
bourgeois chauvinism has per-
meated so deep in to the body
politic of the country that it is an
arduous task to make them over-
come this overaight. In a country
like ours where petit-bourgeocis
aspirations are pot copfined to
the middle classes alope but per-
vade even among tne working mas-
ses, the task is doubly difficult,
Age-ola  prejudices, iphibiticns,
snobbery die ‘hard and more so,
in a capitalist soclety where scarcs
resources and scarce opportuni-
ties breed cut-throat competition.
As Karzlasingham says: “only the
growth of socialist class conscious-
ness with its secularism and inter-
nationalism  will eliminate these
poisons.” We are far, far away
from a secular state. But the fight
for secularism cannot be postponed
and must not be postponed.

Such is the message penétratingiy
put across in The Way Out For The

‘Tamil Speaking People.

T. M. R, Rasseedig

L] .o L

LETTER

Politicians And Tﬁe

People

Sir,

According to a Sri Lanka Radio

‘report, quite 70% of the Japanese
* do not take their Politicians too
= ‘seriously. This is a sign of excel-

5

lent Social health. . In this coun-
try, on. the contrary—Politics and
Politicians—have high - ranking and
dominate much of our ife and
conversation. The Radio and Press
constantly report on What our
Politicians did, said, or plap to do.
Little is heard of Tikiri Banda’s
plan at Katidiyawa or Sude Haminz
campaign at Upawatuna—what-
ever the plan or campaign might
be!

Democracy—to grow to maturity
must reflect ordinary peoples
pirations, causes, resolutiops and
actions.

Of all this, for the most
part, there is silence in this coun-
try, The Planning is being done
for us by the Politicians—so the
media report. Lets try to grow up
Politically and put or keep the
Politicians in their proper and
necessary place—It s not neces-
sary to haye the solemnly declare
open every Butcher's Stall. There
are plenty of more exciting, in-
teresting folks all aroupd to do
these jobs—ecven former MPs—so
many of them under-employed!!

Dr. Bryzn de Kretser
Hendala.

2.8.78

A Promise

Democracy true would prevail
Basic human rights ensured
Freedom we would posess—
Our rulers to choose, .
Be expressive and critical,
Creative and productive.

Has this promise
been fu'lﬁlléd{
You are the judge........
What is your verdict?
— Betrayed
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Peoples Credo

Past

We believed,
Policies of a party
Professing socialism
Would hepefit
the people.

Present

We believe

v.ords canpot
moye mougntains
divert riyers
build houses
create jobs
reduce prices

Future

We hope

We wont stagger
like an old elephant
made pregnant
by a
International
Mating
Fund.

o peoplé

SNIPPETS

We have all enough strength to
bear the misfortunes of others: -

—Duc de lIa Ro_ch_efoué&u_[d.

Remember that the most beautiful
things in the world are the most
useless; peacocks and lilies for
instance—John Ruskin.

It takes two to make a marriage
a success and only one a failure. |

—Viscount H. L. Samuel.

Poetry is the record of the best
aid happiest moments of the happi-
est and best minds.—P. B. Shelley.

Reading is- to the rr_n_lnd' wha:
exercise is to the body. i
: ~Sir Richard Steele.
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Confidentially

The Mysterious
“Mr. Aloysius”

IS IT NOT A FACT that the name
“Mr. Aloysius” comes up very fre-
quantly whenever trade, commerce,
imports and exports are mentioned?
That he is said to be, at present
one of the biggest, if not the big-
gest, force In the Government's
Establishment in the private com-
mercial sector but he is also ene
who sells in millions to the public
secter! That in addition he s said
to be a political force with a copsi-
derable pupch? That for a long
time, ever since this government
came to power last year, this name
(Mr. Aloysius") was mentioned in
hushed whispers not only In the
cocktail circuit but also in the
darlk corridors of the different
politizal lobbies? That in the dip-
lomatic circles it was believed
that if one wanted to sell anything
to or buy frem this goverpment
“Mr, Aloysius'' was the man! That
if one wantea to ‘'get at™ parti-
cular Ministers, MPs or bureau-
crats “‘Mr. Aloysius" was the man?
That what was even more interest-
ing was that this “Mr, Aloysius"
was a big name in the bad old days
of the SLFP, LSSP and CP rule from
1970-77 and that In the current
UNP regime he is an even more
poweriul factor than before? That
he appears to be an ubiquitous
character who is the clever contact
man, the import-export commission
agent, the slick lobbyist, the up-
failing compradore, and the man-
of-the-hour for trading houses not
only from countries i the so-
called free world but also in the
countries behind the iron and
bamboo curtains? That his name
was coupled with everything from
gafety pins and betel leaves to rail-
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way carriages and locomotives! That
he was in everything from cori-
andor to canped fish?

IS IT ALSO NOT A FACT that in
recent weeks this name, “Mr.
Aloysius’, has emerged from whis-
pered talk onto cold print? That
understandably the name has been
first mentioned by Opposition and
Left papers? That incidentally the
SLFP seems reluctant or hesitant
to mention his name in their paper
though carefully worded and cir-
cumlocutary references to various
operations of the present goverp-
ment refer to him and him alone?
That it is a staggeripg fact that a
darling of the SLFP mudzlalidom
hzs become an even greater darling
of the UNP--overnight so to sayl
That this is saild to be a phenome-
non worth investigating? That the
Forward ip its latest issue, August
15, 1978 in the So They Say column
by Gadfly has a reference to “Mr,
Aloysius'? That this is what che For-
ward said; “Markfed—the government
centrolled trading complex was the sole
exporter ¢f bete! leaves abroad. It was
one of its most lucrative lines of
exbort. This was recently changed,
For a couple of months the exporting
of betel leaves was done by an entre-
preneur by the name of Aloysius—
who among other things ruas the
‘Sun and Sand’ restauront next to
the Saturday Pola at Galle Face,
and o gambling club appropriately
called ‘'Las Vegas'. However, the
status quo has been restored. Mr.
Aloysius has lost the lucrative busi-
ness which would have brought him
an annugl profit of over 20 million
rupees.  Markfed is back in this
business again. Why the change,
and who made these orders!” That
the Forward columnist writes
on the assumption that everybody
knows everything there is to be
known about “Mr. Aloysius"? That
CP bigwigs may know all about
“Mr. Aloysius’ from the days the
CP was in the SLFP-led govern-
ment? That the name "‘Mr. Aloysius™
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The Super Contact Man

has also begun to appear in the
language papers of the LSSP apd
CP? That the SLFP press will find
it hard to keep this name out of
jts columns for much longer?

IS IT NOT LIKELY that from all
that is being talked about in
political circles it is clear that
“Mr. Aloysius” will figure very
largely in any investigation before
the Presidential Commission that
Mr. J. R. Jayewardene says he will
appoint towards the end of the
rule of this government and well
before the next elections? That
even if the pext Presideptizl Com-
mission is & white-wash Commis-
sion to salyaze UNP charisma for
the next elections, truth like mur-
der will out? That if ths WNP re-
sorts to a white-wash Presidential
Commission to project Its name
for the rext election, it will lose
the next geperal election without
any doubt! That thereafter the
new Governmert will be compel-
led by the pressure of public opi-
nion to appoint a Presidential Com-
mission to ipvestigate the mis-
deeds of the UNP during its rule
from 1977 to 19832 That there
are already some doomsday fore-
casts who say that the current
activities of this legendary “Mr,
Aloysius’* would require a special
Presidential Commission to Inves-
tigate the operations of this “Mr,

. Aloysius?"* That if the Forward report

is correct—indications are that .
it is—it means that “Mr. Aloysius"
has met with a setback in the
betel business and that a bigger
force than that he has beep able
to manipulate so far has decided
to check-mate the operations of
“Mr. Aloysius?" That this is 2 good
thing for the UNP and more power
to the elbow of the force that
has decided to cry halt to profit-
making activities of the fabulous
“Mr, Aloyslus?'’ That in the meaps«
time there is widespread demand
information about this "“Mr,
Aleysius”” and his activities?

.
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can be obtained

CHEAPSIDE
40, Gampola Road,
NAWALAPITIYA,

NEW RAJESWARY BAWAN
74, 78, Main Streer, _ )} -
MATALE,

S. V. THANGARA|
24, Regal Building,
NUWARA ELIYA,

MALLIKARACHCHY & CO.
40, Main Street,
HAPUTALE,

NEW SARASWATHY STORES
73, Colombe Read,
PERADENI|YA.

GAMINI RECORD BAR &
BOOK sHoP

297, Maha Veediya,

MATALE.

NAJMA HARDWARE STORES
7, Model Shop, New Bazaar,
NUWARA ELIYA.

S.P SELLAMUTHU PILLAI
25, Ambegdmuwal Road,

GAMPOLA,

SIVARAJAH & CO.
4, Welimada Road,
BANDARAWELA.

CENTRAL MEDICAL STORES
74, Main Street,
HATTON.

CROWNS
27, South Lane,
BADULLA.

SEVAKA LAKSHMAN
RANASINGHE

Sevaka Sevana,
BANDARAWELA.,

CHANDANA BOOK SHOP

b/ KATUGASTOTA.

Printed and Published by S. P, Amarasingam, for Tribupe Publications at Tribune Prigters
at 43, Dawsou Street, Colombo 2, on September 2, 1978.
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Registered as a MNewspaper In Sri Lacka

s

“A revolutionary thinking is necessary

tofree usfrom the present economic - = v i1
arid political morass. The Constitu-

tion will put an end to the concen-

tration of power in a family and a

clastie.” v ;

"

Prime Minister Premada.s’é'

SPACE DONATED BY A WELL-WISHER
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