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“term ‘‘Socialist’’ has now become all things to all men.

| etter From The HKJitor

THE PICTURE ON THE COVER, this week, is symbolic of the times. h
this country, as in many other countries in this region, the drum is used
to usher in the jiew. And this week we usher in one of the most momentous
of changes—whether for good or bad is yet to be seen—for the future of

‘this island. The new Constitutior; of The Democratic Socialist Republic of

SriLanka will be promulgated on Thursday, September 7. "The nomenclature
chosepn—unfortunately, in our view—is unnecessarily pompousand in some
matters misleading. A simpler and more direct appellation like The Republic
of Ceylon, or The Republic of Sri Lanka (if people have become enamoured
of the term 5Sri Lanka), would have been far better than the sonorously long-
winded title, “The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka". A Conpstitution
stands or falls by what itis, and what it is zble to do, and it Is theréfore not
necessary to affix nouns or adjectives to describe the character of the Cons-
titution. Itisfor the historian and the student of political scienceto-analyse
and label a Constitution accordipg to his lights 2nd tne values he upholds,
And, the term ‘‘democratic’’ itself is understood differently by different
people. What a liberal humanist considers “democratic” will‘be réjected
by a hide-bound Roman Catholic or rigid Marxist. And the Catholic and
the Marxist hold different views on what true democracy means. |f ‘the
principle of election through the ballot box is one hallmark of democracy,
the way the frapchise is exercised is multitudinous. Millions of dollarg
are pecessary for a suitable charismatic politiciap to win or lose a presidential
election in the USA whilst subservience to an ideclogy or the party machine
brings victory in other places. Some believe that democracy cannot co-exist
with unlimited private enterprise and multinationzls, whereas others assert
that unfettered private enterprise is the essence of democracy. And the
Hitler declaredthat
his fascism was (national) “‘socialism’ whilst the Fabian parliamentary social
welfarism of Britain was hailad as (democratic) “'socialism’. We have Arab
sociglism, we have 1di Amiz's socialism, we have Tito's self-managemept
socialism, Brezhnet's orthodox socialism, Hua's Maoist socialism—and so
on. Socialism Is today a hackneyed cliche which is no more than 2 demo-
gogic slogan. I, in the pew Constitution, the term “democratic socialist’
is intendea to stisfy the aspirationz] yearnings of the pro-left people who
sympathised and followed the SLFP, LSSP, CP, JVP etc., Governmsnt i3
in for a major disappointment. Sri Lankais tog politicalised and too sophis-
ticated 2n elactorats to be taken in by populist catch-words. The peaple
will judge the Copstitution and the Governmert by what .it succeeds ip
achieving. But, there is no doubt, that the new Constitution :and
the political and economic policies the government has initiated,
and which the Constitution is intznded to safeguard, epens a totally
new era in the contemporary history of the country, especially
in the years after Independence. Verily, it can be said that we are
on the threshold of the Jayewardene Era, and if this government
is able to accomplish even a fraction of what it wants 4o do, 4. R.
Jayewardene will be long remembered as a politician, leader and
statasman who was ahle to make this island a better place to live in.
If national hermony and racial and religious accord can be estahlished,
this country will be able to take giant strides in economic
development. M conditions can be created either through private
enterprise or the public sector, or ‘both, for the economy to start
moving and to induce people to work enthusiastically to reach cut
o targats of production and productivity never before attamad
this country will become an economicparadise.
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

TULF's
Current Politics

THE CURRENT POLITICS of the
TULF continue to baffle even keen
and astute observers of local scene.
The TULF has willingly copstituted
itself as an integral part of the
Eighth Parllament of Sri Lanka
which was elected in July 1977,
Mr. Amirthalingam, the leader of
the TULF outside apd inside Parlia-
ment, Is the official leader of the
Opposition. The TULF now en-
joys all the privileges and plums
of the parliameptary system. TULF
MPs revel in handling and dispens-
ing patronage—as much as the Jaye-
wardene government is willing to
permit them in the presept cir
cumstanees.

What baffles many is why the
MPs of the TULF who, in one part,
conduct themselves as an integral
component of the system trying
their hardest to “be in" with the
Establishment, on the other, they
adopt postures of a revolutionary
natlopal liberation movement
strugsling for self-determination for

the Tamlls determined to set up a

separate Eelam state.lp the North
and East of the lsland.

It is true that after the adoption
of the 1972 Constitution, the grie-
vances of the Tamils assumed se-
rlous proportions.  Whereas all
former Constitutions were formu-

lated ‘in’ the Colopial office In Bri-—

tain and handed down - to - Her

Ma!é«sty’s_ subjects In Ceylop, . the

1972 Constitution was drawn up

by a Constituent Assembly of elec-
ted representatives of the people.

The rullng coalition which demi-
nated the Constituent Assembly
claimed to be a radleal progressive
coalitlon Including the leftwing LSSP

and’ CP, but in spite of this, the

: _.of language, race, religion.

~ the Leftist partpers,

Constitution provided ne cons-
titutional guarantees for the Tamils
or any other minority In respect
Ad-
minlstrative pledges were held out
that discrimination would be avoi-
ded, but in the absence of funda-
mental rights justiciable In the
Courts, the promises solved no
problems.

When the Constituent Assembly
was sitting, three Tamil parties,
the FP and TC (representing Cey-
lon Tamils) and the CWC (re-
presenting Indian Tamils) came to-
gether to form the Tamil United
Frent (TUF). The TUF also began to
attract mapy muslim groups and
organisations to Join in the demand
for basic fundamental rights. The
TUF placed before the leaders of
the United Front a set of minimum
demands to be incorporated in
the Constitution. But the SLFP
weighed down heavily by Sinhala
Buddhist chauvinism would have
none of it Inspite of ‘urgent but
feeble pleas by Its leftist partners

The discriminatory actions of
the Upited Front government in
regard to employment apd unl-
versity educatiop—and also in 2
large number of other matters
ex, the issue of passports, oppor-
tupities for self-employment etc—
widened the gap still more. ln this
situation, frustration among Tamils,
especially among the educated up-
employed youth and displaced eli-
tist intellectuals grew apace and
the emotional sfogan of a separate
state began to assume the con-
crete form of 2 demand for a Tamil
Eelam. Tamil emigre groups in
Britain, USA and elsewhere not

'only provided additional ideological

arguments for a separate state
but also promised funds.

The stupld aftempt by the Uni-
ted Front goverpment, especially
to by-pass
the TUF through a gystem of pat-

_ronage politics and by handing down
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TULF~Beckground:

of crumbs (the SLFP also adopted
the same
Durayappat-Kumarasuriar-Arulampa-

-~ lam trio.who fell out very. quick-

ly ameng themselves) drove the
TUF Into the wilderness of Eelam.
Two years after May 1972 (when
the Constitution was adopted), in
1974, the Eelam resolution was
adopted at ‘the Vaddukoddai Ses-
sion and the TUF became the
{Tamil United Liberation Front)
The CWC, with its membership
firmly weadged in the midst of a
Sinhalese population in the ecen-
tral parts of the island, could not
very well support the demand
for Eelam, and it therefore regis-
tered an anaemic dissent in re-
gard to the demapd for Eelam but
agreed to coptipue In the TULF
to fight for the Tamil rights which
had brought them together In
1972.

At this juncture, the leadership
of the TULF, especially from the
Jaffna district, could not resist
the temptetion of lending open
and surreptitious encouragement to
a militant youth-wing some of
constituted themselves
to an armed upit—later known
as the Tigers. The leadership of
the TULF were torn between
dreams of a revolutionary freedom
struggle like the one carried on
by the IRA, the PLO and guerilla
armics in Africa, for a Tamil Eelam
in Sri Lznka and the machavelllan
calculations of mipority parlia-
mentarians who believe that thelr
bargeining power could be en-
hanced by using an apgry youth
movement with an armed wing
25 2 bogey to obtain concessions.

This dual tactic of emotional
appeals for Eelam coupled with
intimidatory  blackmall (including
murder) of dissidents in the Tamil
areas gaye the TULF a big parlia-
mentary majority from the North
and EastIn the NSA elected in July

¢

method through the

1977, By a strange quirk of fate

i
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the TULF became the largest party
in the Opposition. And though
the 1. R. Jayewardene government
promised all the basle, fundameptal
rights, denied te them earller,
tha TULF could not break away
from its Jekyll and Hyde existence
that Eelam politics had imposed on
the party.

That is why the TULF, in the
euphoria after its July victory, be-
gan to speak epthusiastically about
Eelam and moved an amendment
to the Throne Speech in August
1977 demanding Eelam and re-
iterating that it would launch a
“'struggle’ to establish Eelam. This
ill-timed Amendment in the back-
drop of the rather jingoistic pro-
Eelam speeches not oply in the
North and the East but alse in
meetings in Colombo gave the
Sinhala chauvinists and anti-gov-
ernment (anti-UNP) forces ap
oppeortunity to trigger an obviously
pre-planned communal holocaust in

. August-Sep-tember 1577.

The JI R. Jayewardene govern-
ment was able to bring it under
control, but at a heavy price to
the national economy. The TULF
leaders were much chastened but
unrepentant although the CWC
had no alternative but to edge away
from the pro-Eelam TULF, B2
cause of the CWC leadership's
short-lived flirtation with the Eelam-
minded TULF, the communal dis-
turbances had spread for the first
time to the plaptation areas and
there was much suffering among
the Ceylon Ipdian community—
both among registered cltizens 2nd
the stateless. The hawkish pro-
Eelam postures of the laffna wing
of the TULF created major prob-
lems for the Tamils even in the
Northern and Eastern provinces
outside the Jaffna peninsula.

One Eastern Province TULF mem-
ber crossed over to the UNP and
others began to question the need fur
Eelam in the new situation In which
the UNP Government that offered

3 °

to set right many of the grievaneces ~

of the Tamils. To check this dis-
integration of the TULF, the mili-
tant armed youth wing, which
had Indulged only in bank robber-
ies and other unlawful seizure of
private and public property in
the post-election period, shot at the
TULF MP for Pottuyil who had
crossed over to the UNP. The MP
did not die, tut the militant Tamil
youth started a psychological war
of nerves against all possible Tamil
dissidents (not merely MPs). This
renewed activity by the militant
wing led to the murder of four
police officers apnd the consequent
hullabaloo about the Tiger Move-
ment. The goverpment in a series
of over-kill measures came down
heavily on the Tiger moyement,
and now except for an occasional
hold~up and robbery, the Tigers
seem to be quiet. Even the TULF
leadership publicly disowned the
Tigers.

The TULF leadership, aftsr the
August-September aisturbapces,
did its best to put Eelam into cold
storage. Apy attempt by the laffna
milltants to push It forward was
resisted by the non-laffna TULF
MPs apd groups. Predictably, the
CWC  drifted away: and even
though the CWC supported the
Government on the Second Amend-
ment (ereating the system of Exe-
cutive Presidency) whilse the TULF
had abstalned, the TULF high com-
mand did not expel Thopndaman
or the CWC, WNothing was dope,
furthermore, when the CWC ser-
ved on the Select Committee for
the Reform of the Constitution
and supported the new Consti-
tution of the UNP. And today,
with talk that Thondaman was likely
to join the Government as a full
Minister, the TULF is In a pickle.
Can it avold making the de facto
defection of the CWC from the
TULF de jure by expelling it? Or
will Thondaman and the CWC

oblige by resigning from the CWC?
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It is In this setting that the TULF

‘reactions to the new Constitution -
"must be examined.
"serve on the Select Commlittee
‘and adopted a policy of “wait-and-

It refused to

see’”, When the draft Constitu-
tion was presented, TULF leaders
agreed that major concessions -had
been made to the Tamils (prac-
tically everything short of Eelam
or regional autopomy that. could
be made to appear as Eelam), but
they reiterated that they were
precluded from supporting any
Constitution that did net concede
Eelam.

But this did not prevent thems .
if gossip in political lobbles is - to -
be believed, for TULF leaders to
negotiate about District Minis-
ters. The story Is current—it may - .-
be untrue but it Is apocrypal—that.
the TULF leadership was willing
to support. the Copstitution if . -
they had three Distrlct Mipister- ..
ships which besides laffna Included .
Mannar and Trinco. Thestory goes.
that goverrment circles were willing
to give TULF thres district minis-
tership but not Trinco, hut apy
other. On this, the negotiation, it . -
is sald, had broken down. Thestory
tellers say that the negotiation;
were conducted fast and furiously
in between the TULF July I5 meet- .
ing at Vavupiya when the new
President and other officers were
elected and the July 29/30 cone
vention at Avarapgal. It is possibla
that all this gossip may be only
political folk lore, but the simple
position is that the TULF is still. -
playing 2 “wait and see” ‘policy,. . -

The TULF leadership is at tha
moment on the horns of a 'terrible
dilemma and ‘this was brought
forcibly home to the High Com- -
mand at its meeting In Jaffna during
the weekend of August 26, A
vociferous section wanted Eelam,
wanted the Constltutlon rejected
and coples ceremonially burnt. The
TULF leadership advacated pa.tienca"'?'




and @ wait-and-see policy. They
did pot want any demonstrations.
MNegative passivism is what they
advocated similar to the tactic of
keeping away at division time in
Parliament when the Constitution
Bill was voted on. Privately TULF
enthusiasts console themselves apnd
comfort others that they are not
yet ready for a “struggle” and
that they had therefore to “‘wait
and see'’. But this present lack of
aggressive rhetoric is no doubt
due to the understandable defection
of the CWC and the reluctapce of
non-daffnpa TULF MPs to attend
meetings in the peniasula where
the hardline hawlks shout them-
selves hoarse about Eelam.

This is only a brief but critical
background of the TULF's attituda
to the new Copstitution. The
TULF MPs have now decided to
keep away from the Septemiber 7
and 8 tamashas, but will creep ip
later and take their oaths to ssrve
as MPs. They have asked their
followers not to stage any demons-
trations.

This negative neither-here-nor-
there policy of the TULF, poli
tical scieptists will say is only a
hzngover of the Boycott—Parlia-
ment policies which had been im-
posed on the Ceylon Tamils in
1930/31 by the lJaffna Youth Con-
gress. From that time, even after
some time npon-Youth Congress
Tamils sought election tothe legis-
lature, this megative boycott, non-
co-operation policies has haunted
Tamil politics. Today, in 2 diffa.
rent sztting and on a differept
glane, a group of youth in laffna
had succeeded in forcing the TUF
into becoming the TULF and in-
hibiting 2ll its 2ctions by negative
passivisim of “wait and see”. They
know they are not strong enough
to launch 2 struggle and they are
also upcertain how viable the Eelam
they could achieve can be. but
they ar: not realistic or pragmatic
enough to seize opportunities pre-

sented to them by the forelock to
advance the cause of the com-
munity with self-respect and dignity.

This is probably becausz of the
deep sense of suspicion, distrust,
frustration, bitterness and indig-
natien that prevails in the Tamil
arezs, especially in thz Jafinaperin-
sula. The Tamils have been =t the
wrong end of th. stick (often
because of their own nistakes and
actions) that they find it hard to
react [ositively to pew situations
that arise. A sight of 2 pclice jesp
in Jaffna sets in moticn emotional
reactions that atroply proper action.

The new Copstitution offers
opportunities to the Tamils to
charter a pew course in the poli-

tical history of this courntry. The
question is whether the TULF will

be able to utilise this epportunity
for the advantzge of the Tamil
people.

Negative passivism is not geod
political strategy, Bit. it is better
thep aggressive pestures that are
suicidzl. The TULF <during the
Thrcne Speech lzst  Avgust adop-
ted a¢gressive but pevertheless pega-

tive rhetoric. For this, the TULF,
the Tamil community znd the ccin-
try as a whole pzid 3 heavy price.
the TULF has
submerged itszif in neis tivism. It
kept out of the Select Committee,
It rci’L cd to x—‘:rti-:f;=e in

statement. [:
voting time. It is b"ycotting the
ceremcnial inauguration of the new
Constitution! What next?

Negative passivism czn only lead
to disintegration. Already the
CWC is far away from the TULF.
Many non-Jafina TULF MPs .are
Iukewarm about Eelam apd drifting
away from the lafina militants.

As against the negative policies
and strategies of the TULF, Mr.
J. R. Jayewardene and the UNP
are pushing forward with positive
policies, wooing the Tamils with
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constitutional  guaraptses, fupda-
mental rights 2nd opportupities to-
find employment outside apd in-
side Sri Lanka. if the Govern-
ment, by its actions, Is able to
minimise the suspicion, bitterness
frustration and ressptment which
exists among the Tamils, especially
in the peninsula, then it will pave
the way for nationzl upity and the
TULF may have to trapsform it-
self back to be the TUF (Tamil
United front) again.

Better still, if the Tamils, now
in the TULF and CWC find them-
selves in national parties like the
UNP, SLFP, LSSP, CPSL, IVP, CPC-
(M-L) and whatever all-island part
ies that may emerge in the new
era of proportional representation,

It istime people, especially poli-
ticiaps, realised that the new Cons-
titution will slowly but surely
bring about a pew political era.
The presidential gystem of exe-
cutive power and the exercise of
franchise through the system of
proportional representation (even
if the high 1239 cut-off point
is later amended) will bring trans-
formation to the politics of the
thirties, forties, fifties, sixties and
the seventies we have known.

+ 4+ o+
THE WORLD TODAY
SOUTH ASIA

Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, India

Bangladesh: Zia’s Task.

Major Genperal Ziaur Rahman's
victory in Bapgladesh's ‘first presi-
dential elections’ was predictable,
No one has ever defeated a mili-
tary ruler in 2 poll in the Third

4



From The world Press; South Asie

Worla.  Moreover the state of
Bangladesh’s post-separation poli-
tics' remains as yet fractionated
and bewildered, which, it must
be appreciated has been managed
to full advantage by President
Zia and his political mapagers. . ..
Those who might have introduced
an element of contest were out of
the field. Former President Khond-
kar Mushtaque, who has good poli-
tical roots, is lodged in prisen.
President Zia's erstwhile ccl-
league, Air Marshall (Retired)
Tawab, who has the promise of
making a mass leader is bapished
from the country.

Ujider the circumstances the only
plausible oppositior, that could be
put up was provided by the Awami
League, the party of Sheikh Mujib.
Indeed the Awami League had set
a great store by the memory of
its late and overthrown leader,
But it is now clear that the League
had seriously miscalculated. While
it was able to bank on a virtually
solia support from the country’s
sizeable Hindu electorate, its pro-
Indian image also produced a Muslim
lashback. * m significant pumber of
those who turned out for Zia clear-
ly did so out of sheer dread of the
Awami League's return....The par-
liamentary polls are now scheduled
to be held in the coming December
and obvicusly the next six months
are going to be very crucial for
Bangladesh.  Any serious chal-
lenge in the parliament can very
soon spill onto the strests and
the whole copstitutional security
blown te pleces. However be-
fore the new parliament comes
into being the hustings themselves
can generate a dapgerous pitch
of tepsion. The country hasn't
seen yet the last of the Awami
League though the party may be
well advised to modify its secular
and pro=Indian, image. There is
also the outlawed and now cryp-
tic oppesition, ISD (Samajtantrik
Dal), which is more of an enemy,

5

of Zia than a political opposition.
Even otherwise politics in Bangla-
desh has been fapatically emoticnal
and, as a consequence, easily amen-
dable to external manipulation and
liable to get out of control......

If Bangladesh has to turn a new
leaf then there has to be a change
of attitude on the part of every-
one. The bureaucracy has to stop
its dirty game of manipulating poli-
ticians apd the political process.
The armed forces have to restrain
their desire to do good in areas
other than their own. And the
politicians have (voluptarily) to
purge themselves of all thoughts
of political vendetta and short-
cuts to power. ... The first key step
in this regard would be to create
an atmosphere of national re-
conciliation . . . .Cases like the recent
refusal of entry to the wife of a
political opponent of the regime
even to see her ailing father should
become a matter of the past. Apart
from the overriding need of bring-
ing back decency and normalcy
to Bangladesh, such pettiness
is counter-productive even other-
wise. However on the larger policy
issues President Zia has to aligp
himself more clearly with the lsla-
mic aspirations of the people of
Bangladesh. Though the secular
label of the still-in-force Mujibist
cop stitution is now under-played,
in effective terms, the system and
the polity of Bangladesh remaip
a-Islamic if pot fully secular, No
doubt there is emphasis now that
Bangladesh is an Islamic country,
but this is confined to Muslim
conferences. This, the critics
say, is merely tactical, in fact hy-
pocritica]l, aimed at Muslim votes
nationally and petro-dollars = ex-
ternally. This may sound rather
unkindly, but what seems clearly
missing is the lack of beth visien
and commitment with regard to
Islam polity. On the other hand
the ecopomic, social apd educa-
tional policies of the regime are so
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designed apnd directed that, in due
course, they would seriously erode
the very Islamic base of the coun-
try.
—Imtact Internation:!, London,
Vol. 8:12.
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Bangladesh:
US Aid Golng To Rich’

The billions of dollars that Barg-
ladesh receives in foreign aid frem
the U5 benefits the wealthy, rot
the poor, a report says, publiched
in Washington. The poor Stay
poor despite huge aid because
Bargladesh’'s  “poverty is rooted
in a social order which benefits a
sniall elite at the expense of the
poor majority,’’ said the report,
written for the Centre for Inter-
national Policy., “This elite holds
power from the nation2l goverp-
mept down to the villrge level,
and it is through tnis elite that
foreign aid is chanpelled.  Under
suzh conditicns Americars .an
expect their foreign aid dollers to
perpetuate rsther than alleviate
poverty in Bansladesh,” it said.
—The Guardion, Lopdon, 19/6/78.

& - *

Bangladesh: Elite Said
To Grab US Aid.

The wealthy elite, not the poer
majority, are benefitting from the
billions of dollars the Upited Sta-
tes is pouring into Bapgladesh,
a news rcport says. ‘‘This elite
holds power from the national
goverpment down to the village
level, apd it is through this elite
that foreign =2id is channelled,”
the report said. “‘Under such cor-
ditions Americans can expert their
foreign aid dollars to perpetuate
rather than alleviate poverty ip
Bapgladesh.” The report wag
written by Betsy Hartmann apd
James Boyee for the Cepter for
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" ‘the report’s authors said.
' noted a case in which family plan-
" ning extension workers distribu-

" town only five miles away.

;> International Policy, a project of

:Stewart Mott's The Fupd for Peace.
- They were in Bangladesh from 1974
to 1976 on grants from Yale Upl-
versity, and spent part of the time
in a small bamboo house in a porth-
western Bangladesh village, speak-
ing Bepgall and weering npative
clothes.

Bangladesh, with 83 million peo-
ple in an area the size of Wisconsin,
Is the world's eighth most poju-
lous natlon. Per capita Ipcoms
is about % 100 a year, life expec-
tancy is 46 years, and the literacy
rate Is less than 25 percent. The
- report sald that @ small minority
of familles owu more than half
the land. Those wealthy land-
owners and an urban elite are pre-
judiced against poor villagers, a
major reason for the fallure of
Aforeign ald to reach the peedy,
They

'_ ted birth control pills only a‘ter
the reports authors requested
‘them to visit the village from a

“Wear-
ing ‘expensive jewellery and silk
sarls, the extension workers were
educated, !'nlddlu-das_s town Wo-

__mer, separated from the village
~ women by a gulf of arrogance and
__indiérence,” the report said. “They
addressed the villagers in upper-
eldss Bengali and in their presence
asked us how we could stand the

"“inconvenlence of living in 2 dirty

] 'wllage ‘After_they left, the villa-
gers i;_u,qu!_lfed if they were our
sisters from America.”” The re-

port said much food ald ends up

In the black market, where mer-
chants hoard it and sell it at ex-
hortitant prices.

~International Herald Tr:buas
Parls, 28,:6;?8
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Pakistan Remarkable
Recovery

. The first important indicator
is the 6.5 per cent rise in the Gross
Domestic  Product which inched up
by a tardy |.4per cent during 1976-
77. There has been a similerly
encouraging increase in the Gross
National Product. It went up by
nine per cepnt, which is almost
four times the figure recorded in

the preceding year. The gains In
the Industrial and agricultural
sertors are 1o lsss  significant.

As against the gpegathe growth
recorded In 197677, industrizl out-
put durlyg the curragt year has
increased by 5.4 per cent. In agri-
culture the rate has been better
still —six per cent. From the com-
mopn man's point of view, however,
the most importapt gzins made
during the last 10 moztns relate
to the price sector. Infiation which
has played havoc with the patiopnal
ecopomy has besn successfully cop-
tained and price increwses kept
within reasenzble limits.

In 1977-78 the wholeszle prices
have risen by 4.5 per cent, coasu-
mer prices by 3.4 per cent, and the
price index of 28 esseptial items
like wheat, tea, rice, mutton, beef,
milk, keresepe, opicns and pota-
toes by 3.35 per cent. The real
import of these figures can be up-
derstood only in relation to the
dapgerously wayward movement
of market forces betwesn 1572
and 1977. Pricas rose by 2n 2anual
average of 18 to |9 per cent during
this period. The recovery is attri-
butable to the series of remedial
steps taken by the present Gov-
erpment during the last 10 months

..Agriculture remains our Achil-
les' heel. We have kept chasing
the goal of food self-sufficiency
but without any success....Sone
experts trace the stagnation in agri-
culture to the inability of small
farmers te benefit from modern
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facilicles, The matter calls for a
through Investigation. ¥We cannot
remind oursevles too much that
ours is basically an agrarian eco-
nomy, and it will remain so for
many years to come.

—Pakistan Times, Lahore 17/6/87

Pakistan Plans For
£21 bn Investment
And 7% Growth.

Pakistap's five-year plan for
1978 to 1982 to be published soon
envisages a growth rate of 7 per
cent a year and a total Investment
of # 2| bn. The previcus rates of
growth were .2 per cent in 1976-
77 and 4.3 per cent in 1975-76.
A summary of the draft plan says
it was necessary becaugse since (the
period of the Bhutto regime) 1972
investment commitments Wwere
made without reference to a plan.
These commitments, it goes on,
are now clearly perceived as having
been Ip excess of the non-infla-
tionary resources which could
be mobilised, It blames this inflas
tion which is believed to have
reached 30 per cent on the too
heavy concentratiop in long-term
projects, caplital Intensive projects
and mentions the npew Karachi
steel mill, fertiliser and cement
factories. The draft plan, which
was also made available to the
Western nations and Japan before
the recent Aid to Pakistan Cop-
sortium meeting in Paris, is to be
zmended and formally approved
here on Jupe 12 in time for the
next year's budget.  Observers
describe the plan as inevitably
over-optimistic In its forecasts par-
ticularly in relation to industry
and agriculture but welcome the
moves it recommends in rural
development. On agriculture, the
plan envisages self-sufficiency in
food to be reached by 1983 by the
admittedly ambitious target growth

&
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rate of 6 per cent. The plan ex-
presses determipation to delay
costly new projects. [t is known
the Karachi steel mill, being cons-
tructed - with Russian assistance,
has been delayed. The industrial
growth rate of [0 per cent is to be
partly reached by the establish-
ment of a more favourable climats
for private investment. The plan
says there is a contisulng need for
debt  rescheduling. Upless re-
scheduling is achieved ecommer-
cial borrowing will be necessary
which will worsen balance of
payments pressures.

~Simon Henderson In the Finan-

cial Times, London, 9/6/78

L L] *

Pakistan: High Way To
China A Supply Route
For Pakistan,

Pakistan’s growing bopds with
Peking were symbolised in the
zuguration yesterday of the stra-
tegic 500-mile Karakorum High-
way to China. The opning cere-
mony was performed jointly,
by Gen. Zia-ul-Han, tne Fakistan)
Military ruler and Mr. Keng-piao,
the visiting Chinese Vice-Premier.
The highway, Gen. Zia suggested
would become the eighth wonder
of the modern world—somsthing
that may well be true—given the
spectacular epgineeripg feat that
it involved. It was, he said, a “high-
way of friendship’’ that would have
enormous economic repercussions
on the barren and upderdeveloped
frontier regions of Pakistan. It
would also encourage fruitful trade
from Sinkiang, and lead to evep
closer economic co-operation bet-
ween China and Pakistan The
highway was built at great cost,
and Gen. Zia spoke yesierday of
some 400 deaths during 10 years
of construction....At Its helght,

work on the highway was carried

out by an army of 25000 men—

7

mora than 10,000 of them C};?nese.

Most of the equi t was Chi- | !
PR 2 - of the highway In opening vast

nese and all bridges are Chinese

designed, but this does not mipi--

mise the rele played by the Pakis-
tani engineers....The cer:mony
took place on a Chinesz-built bri-
dge across the River Ipdus at Thakot
overlocked by the bleak Kara-
korums apnd the Himalayas. But
nothing was suid about the most
obvious importance of the high-
way—its military  sigaificance.
Pakistani officers  approached
were in no doubt about the potep-
tial value of the highway at a time
when Pakistan felt increasingly
threatened by named Russian de-
signs in the region and Soviet ambi.
tions in the Indian Ocean. Aparg
from concern over the recent
Soviet-backed coup in neighbour-
ing Afghanistan, the Pakistanls are

ever conscious of the old Tsarist

ambition to achleve 31 warm water
port. Karachi I8 gepnerally eonsi-
dered the most likely target. Thera
is too, the evar-preseat possibility
of another struggle with India
over Kashmir. The 500+mile high~
way, stretching virtually from Ab-
bottabad, home of the elite Pakis-
tani Military Academy, to the Khup-
jerab Pags, on the Chinese frontier,
would be a vital factor in resupply-
ing Pakistan in the event of war,
since the country is now reliant
on China for the weaponry. Op
paper the highway and its many
bridges, the result of almost tweo
decades of planning and construc-
tion, would appear highly vul.
nerable to aerial bombardmeyt,

But, as | found when | became the *

first British correspondent to travel
along the highway

the edges of the imposing moup-
taln faces. and the hundreds of
massive peaks Iy the area’ would
muke air strikes virtually imposgi-
ble by any but the very slowest
of alrcraft. - Strategic -consideras
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_this evening,

since  its
Inauguration, it clings tightly to -

tions asids, ope capnot minimise
the obvious ecoromic importance

areas of Pakistan ignored for yearg
sin.ply because they were Inacces-
sibleci o, .
—Bruce Llondon in the “Daily
Telegraph,” London, 19/6/78
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Pakistan: China To Help
Fight Foreign Inter-
ference, Subversion.

Vice-Fremler Keng Plao teday
reiterated in clear,. lucid terms
China's firm support to Pakistan’s
struggle to safeguard her natiopal
independence and state sovereignty
against foreign interference and
subversion.  Speaking at a civie
reception hosted In his hopour
at the lush green Sherpao Gardens
Vice-Premier Kens
Piac declared: “The Chinese Goys
ernment and people will unswep.
vingly glve firm support to tha
Pakistan Government and people
In their just struggle to safeguard
national independence and State
sovereignty agalnst foreign ip-
terference and subversion.” At

-the same time he added: “Wa

resolutely support you In your
efforts for the self-determination
of the people of Jammu and Kash.
mir"”, .Mr. Keng Piao s2id the inters
national situation was developing
in a direction favourable to hege«
monism. The antl<hegemonist strugs
gle with the Third World as the
main force was '“surging ahead
vigorously and dealing heavy blows
at the wild ambitions of the supers
powers to dominate the world.”
Facts proved that the main inters
national trend &f countries wanting
independence, pations Wanting
liberation and the people wanting
revolution was not to be held back
by any force on earth. The future
of the world was: infinitely bright,

-, TRIBUNE September 9, {978



¢he said. The Chinese Vice-Premier
noted that the people in South
Asia had perceived more and more
clearly frem the stern realities
over the last few years that the
rivalry between the hegemonist
powers . constituted the principle
threat to the indepandence, sove-
reignty and security of the coun-
tries in this region....Vice-Premier
K.ng Piao said over the years the
‘Government of the: people: of
Pakistan had made upremitting
efforts and scored gratifying suc
cesses in défending and building
their couptry.” The Chinese peo-
ple: “have always regarded your
achievements  as their own and
sincerely wish your country sta-
‘bility, prosperity and. strength.’

—Pakistan Times. Lahore, 21/6/78

P e 5
New Era Of Sino-
‘Pakistan Friendship

= Vice-Premier Keng Piao's flve-day
visit to Pakistan heralds a new
era in Sino-Pakistan fricadship. The
two couptries have forged very
close relations over the past few
years. This phenomenon has found
tangible expression in the diglo-
‘matic and political support they
have extepded to each other, es-
pecially in their hour of need,
and in the joint projects they have
undertaken together.  But. Mr.
Kerg's visit has assumed special
significancs i view of the changes
that have takep place oy th2 domis-
tic seepe of tae two countries,
2s well asin the interpational politics
of South and Central Asia. The
Vice-Premier's reiteration of the
Chinese desire for the further
streggthening  of Sino-Pakistap
frlendshlp testifies fo .the mutuality
of interests of the two countries
in co-;solldatmg futther ‘their poli-
tical and economic bonds. This is
quite meaningful in the context
of the chaiige. of leadership in both
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Peking and Islamabad....Equally
siginificant is Mr. Keng's reiter-
ation of unequivocal support:

for Pakistan. This no doubt has
been a stable factor for over a de-
cace in otherwise fluid state of
political affairs in South Asia. But
at a time when regional alizemeats
appear to be undergoing a change
and new dlplomatic moyes capable
of exerting a profound impact on
the pattern of interpztiopal rela-
tionships are afoot; Chipa's forceful
reaffirmation of its close ties
with Pakistap is indeed a very im-
portant development. Hence Mr.
Keng's statement that China firmly
supports Pakistan's-propesal for a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in
-South Asia, as well a5 its stand on
‘the: self-determipaton of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir,
underlires the continuity in China's
-basic policy towards Pakistzn.
—Dawn, Karachi, [[7/78

. ©
Afghan Mystery.

THE LATEST EVENTS in Afgha-
nistan are mysterious. The official
explanations put out by the head
of the revolutiopary regime, Mr.
‘Moor Mohammed Tarzki, and the
politburo of the ruling People’s
Democratic Party, talk of “anti-
pecple and anti-nstional and anti-
revolutionary activities as a result
of instigations.of foreign and domes-
tic enemiss.” WWhat is intriguing
is that the most important leader
to fall was none other than Maj.
Gen. Abdul Qader, Minister of
Defence, . who had led the military
action which resulted in ths ouster
of Daud Khan on April 27. Another
top figurz to be purged and ar-
rested on August 15 was the Army
Chief of Staff.. Since then, two
more Ministers have been dis-
missed.

Even: immediately after Mr.
Taraki.assumed . office as the Presi-
dent of. the. Revolutionary Coupeil
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apd Prime-Minister, political. diffe-
ropces had begup to surface. The
party which tock. power was 2
coalition of peorle who once be-
longed to th2 Parcham and Khalq
groups. The Parcham leader, Mr.
Babrak Karmal, was originally ap-
pointed Vice-President and Deputy
Prime Minister, but was soon packed
off to Prague as Ambassador. Mr.
Nur Mohammed had to give up
his job- as Interior Minister and go
as envoy to Washington. Early
in August, the President of Afgha-
nistan, who continues to be Secre-
tary-Geperzl of the People’s De-
moeratic Party, had told command-

ers of army units in Kabul that
the party was in full control of the
dafence forces. Mr. Taraki claimed
the loyalty of even the commap-
ders of the smallest’ army units;
but scon afterwards he had to act
agaipst the Defence Minister and
the Chief of Staff. From the begin-
ning, Mr. Taraki has been somewhat
epigmatic  about the ideological
orientatiop of the party, repeatedly
emphasising the nationel. nature
and origins of the. revolution. It is
strapge that prominent leaders of
the revolution have beepn brandad
traitors ‘so soon after the event.
For some weeks past, there had
been a widespread campaign to
propagate th2 accepr.ance of the
Khalqi ideology by all off cials—
from provincial goverpors down
to the lowest village officials.

While a foreign bogey is always
convenient as an excuse, it is more
likely that an intense power strug-
gle is taking place in Afghanistan.
It is anybody’s guess how much of
it is due toideology and how much
due merely to differences among
leading personalities. What s
clear is that Afghanistan is no bet-

ter off for the “revolution’ it is
said to have gope through:
—Hindu, 20/g[78
@
8
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India Trouble In The
dille,” - o

The Central Government and the
‘national “'media would ‘have the
world believe that after the Shil-
ling ‘Accord “of ‘1975, the 20-year
old Naga rebellion was dead and a
decade of Mizo inSurgency almest
‘oyer’ after the-thumping victory
.of-sthe Mizo;:People’s -Conference
-inz'the <12t : month's: elections- for
‘the :state assembly. But thepicture
-ef-political stability isfar frem rosy
Jdmethe -6,00,000:5q. km of sIndia's
hifly morth-east froptier. - - There
aresigns t of renewed fighting in
the'states of Nagaland{pop 516;000).
_.:Mén-'ipuﬁ (pop. ~ 1,072,000) and tha
qunién’ territory ‘of: Mizoram (332,
000)." ~Said a ‘Maga politician. in
#ohimas* Yeveryone i3 talking  of
‘peacs,” but ‘the ‘pendulum -of time
'-fs--'bmﬁﬁbu'ﬁiy -*alid 'ui slow mocloh
A

_ggxesup this. ad'hpc solutlsm com-
Plex, this area will continue to re-
_maun, lnd;as _ietgam e

Sl ' \;hlzo éﬁ'e'y
astahhsbﬂd g Updergretnd. gov-

de by

erpmant.. Phizo is adamant.:H=
would.not ‘talk to-the Indiag  Goy-
ernment if it imposed “any. coadi
tions” for the talks. -He -holds
a British passport and the '.nd1ar|
Forelgn l"‘hnlstry‘ treats him 2 2
non-lnd[an The Governor of
North-Eastern States, Ep Slngh
is R record ‘as saying that “‘we
‘do not discuss our internal affairs
with the foreigners.” A similar
Statemerst has bean made by Prlme
Minister Desai:~ « - :

‘up ‘my British passport.

_uneasy trm:e
has lasted thraugh the Govem-
-ment’s upilaterd] decision to break
off talks: with Laldenga and order

~than: normal .
“sion in Nagaland} and numerous

Phizo told India Today: “This is a
condition.. | am not an Indiaa.
| am a Naga. Why shoulc | give
I will pot
go to a negotiating table with any
pra-conditions. | am prepared to
talk peace. But it must be with-
out any conditions.” ..In Mizoram,

“a rebellion démanding freedom from
India begin in 1966. The insurgent

Mizo army, under the leadership, pf
the Mizo National Fromt president
Laldenga; rapidly “liberated” ai-
most the entire Union territoi;
(then a district of Assam) and ha‘.d
it for several days before massive
Indian Army intervention gradually
pushed them back, Although the
Army was able to re-establish

_Indian authority all orer Mizoram,

the fighting continued until 1976
when Laldenga flew into Delhi to

‘negotiate a peace settlement with
trie Indian Government.

Sm;e then there has been an
_in Mizoram which

assembly- e]e-:tlons in  Mizoram..
There are- bstween 80-120 thou-

sand armed personnel in the five
-states and two. unioo, territories
:of sthe ncrt,heast

Several army
divisions (lncludmg the “bigger
eln:e meuntain dm-

para-military forces (r.heAsaam Rifles-

.the Border Securlty Force-and- the
: Central. Reserve: Police Force) are

stationed :here, ostensibly for bor-

cder security -duties but also invol-
:ved in ‘counter insurgency opera-
: tions.”

. This mind boggling col-
lectioni of so ldiers and spies is there

-.to contain ap- €qually wide ranging
-cluster” of separatists.

Besides
the Nagas and the Mizos, there is
#lso the Kuki: Natiepal Assembly

-demanding 2 -separate identity fer

theé Kuki tribes living in nerthern
Mizoram and- southern Manipur.
In ‘Manipur,. therg was the shert-
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lived fairly popular - Revolutionary
Government during the late 19603
demanding cession' from. India.
“Ihey were brave people but up-
fortunately their ideals wzre peot
based on reality,” said a lecturer of
political science in Imphal. Compared
to the Naga apnd Mizo insurrasctions,
this rebellion is littie known in
India. Yet it affactad thousands of
families ip the border state of
Manipur.
=India Todey, MNew Delhi,
Vol. 1l : Neo. 12.-

India: Relevance Of

Phizo.

Phizo's participation in any future
talks on the MNaga problem has
of late been suggested by no less
a person than the Magaland Chief
Minister, Mr. Vizol. The Chief
Minister’s suggestion, so far zs it
goes, is realistic ‘epough.” = The

- political prestige” that Phizo " en-

joys amongs MNagas even after two |
decades cf his exile is evident from
the Naga Naticnal Council's (NNC's)
affirmation of faith in his leader-

" ship at #s Khopoma. session last

month: Writing off his influence on
the Nagas will, therefore, be as up-
wise s ignoring Laldenga in Mizo-

" ram politics. The successful helding

-of elections in Nagaland or Mizoram
sheuld not create any illusion on
this  score. Obyiously, Phizo's
presence at any future talks will

.ot by itself produce the desired

result, unless there is greater aware-
ness on the part of all cencerned
of the Naga conscleuspess of a sepa-
rate identity, rooted in the region's
geography, history and _culture.

“We alk know that the Indian Prime

Minister's me=ting with Phizo iy
Londen last year during which the

_ Gandhian, vegetarian leader talked
. of exterminating the rebels wzs not

particularly copstructive...This ex
plains why Phizo's npame is, to
quete Mr. Vizel, a household worg
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in Nagaland and why his participa-
tion in apy future talks is so very
important. The Chief Minister's
remark that Nagaland had at pre-
sent only a ‘semblance of peace’
again underlines the necessity of
early resumption of talks. There
is stated to be increasing unrest
among Maga youths because of
economic problems, a feeling of
having been suppressed both in
the urban and rural areas in the
past. The NNC's Khopnoma session
has also urged early pegotiation
for “a peaceful political solution.”

—Frontier, Calcutta. 24/6]78

CARAVAN FAMILY—i9

In Mannar

by Inna Trimmer

On flew Jason eating up the
straight white road; on through
Kodikamam and Pallai with its
coconut plantations purring happily
along. He alope was glad to be
facing homewards. But his occu-
pants were silent, even tne children.
With eyes fixed on the flying
landscape pow  scrub-land  and
sandy, or green with cocoput gro=-
ves interspersed with vezst tracts
of palmyrah.

The little gem of old Dutch
architecture, the Fort op the
shores of the Elephant Pass lagcon,
they passed on the left and en-
tered the causeway over the lagoon,
the gateway to the Jaffna Penip-
sula, Then only. “Daddy, why is
this place called Elephant Pass?
Is it because the elephants capnot
pass over!’ Rapjit spoke.

Daddy laughed. “That’s not a
bad idea, but elephants do pass
over, through very occasionally.
One was found on the beach of
this lagoon some time ago. Where
‘would you like to lunch childreni”
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“I don't care,” answered Mummie.
“You must choose daddy.”

“Since we zre making such good .

time let’s see if we can't get as far
as Giant's Tapk. We must reach
Mannar before dark."

“The last of the lagoons,” said
mummie sadly, as they left the
causeway behind and entered the
great north road that led from
the south of Ceylop to the laffna
Peninsula. Soon, the forests
stepped up close on either side,
to the very edge of the narrow
cleared grassy track that bordered
the road. Peering into the green
depths of the jungle sea through
which they were, speeding, Rapjit
wistfully observed, "l wish | could
go right in amongst those trees.”

“You wouldpn't last leng my
son” said daddy. “'if you weren't
killed by wild animals you'd soon
be lost and ysu won't know how
to returp to the road. | lost my
way once in the forest when | was
the officer up in Aguradhapura.
Thought | was 2 rezl jungle wallah
and went out shooting by myself.
Before | could say ‘knife’, 1 didn't
know where | was. Every group
of trees in each little passage look-
ed alike. All sense of direction left
me. My heart thumped hard,
No one knew where | had gone.
Determined pot to panic and rush
wildly looking for an exit, | stood
still and listened because | knew
| hadn't penetrated far into the
maze of tress. For some time |
heard pothing. Then in the dis-
tance, was the faint soupd of a
motor horn.  Quickly | moved
towards it. Then again | stoed
still—waiting —listening. “Then at
fong last when | despaired of ever
getting out befere pightfall, came
apother faint sound from the world
to which | belenged. This kingdom
of Pan was not for me. With a
bound | followed the direction from
where that call camie. Thep slowly,
slowly, 1 got myse If cut of the mess
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-which | had so foolishly sought™

but where shall we have lunch
Villia?

“l dop't care.”

“All right then: we'll say Gilant's
Tank.”

Mummie looked up inquiringly.

“To the coast,’”” sz2id daddy, "“Te
Mapnar and Talaimappar.”

The jupgle stayed with tnem,
if apything reaching up closer.
Past Murunkan with its lovely little
resthouse, they flew hurrying on,
for everyone was hupgry. Then
the bund of Giant’s Tank appeared,
running parallel with the road,
rising high above it, a great bupd,
three hupdred feet at its base,
a legacy to the people of Ceylon
from her ancient kings.  Fifteen
miles it can be traced, this menu-
meptal work of engineers long
dead and forgotten, built to con-
serve water for one of the most
arid parts of Ceylon.

It. was not possible te park lasen
by the tapnk becauge the bund was
so high and so wide, but they
drew up on the opposite side:
under & cluster of glant paim trees,
No sooner did Jason come to a
halt, mummie 2nd the children
ran across the road and clambered
up the grassy slope of the bund
to stand on its wide summit and
survey what was once the largest
tank in Ceylon and the fourth
largest artificial lake in the world,

“It's disappointing,” said mum-
mie at last.

“It's disappointing,”
Mummie.

“Why" .

“There's nothing to it, Richarde
No backdrop, no beautiful back-
grouna like Kalawewa for instanee,
and the sea of Parakrama; only a
flat expanse of water and weeds.'

repeated

“Don't forget we are away from
the mounfains. We are pot i
the interior of Ceylon but close e

i
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the gea coast where there are po
mountains.”

“The Manil slone are lovely”,
observed Mummie.

“And. look there are three dif-
ferent colours in bloom, the white
which we wusually see and pink,
and faint blue. But even these are
fading fast in this heat #nd sup.

“Now folds the lily all her sweet-
ness up. And slips into the bosom
of the lake.” )

Daddy smiled. ‘“‘Quoting Tenny-
son are youl But to be materialistic,
this lzke or tank that you are so
disappointed in was once and not
so very long ago, the fourth larg-
est artificial lake in the world, and
it used to be the largest tanl in
Ceylon."

“But it looks neglected.”

“It was an ill-starred updertak-
ing from the beginning. Mo one
knows whe buiit it, nor has it been
ascribed to the reign of apy parti-
cular king. Grandiose in concept
but a gigantic failure because it's
said that those apcient engineers
for. some upaccountable reason
failed to get the levels right.”

“Isn’t that strange! Weren't our
ancient engineers famous for thair
skill? Think of the stupendous
works that belong to that era when
kings reigned in Ceylon.”

“Yes, indeed! Their renown had
spread so far that when the King
of Kashmir wanted a lzke for his
country he sent to Ceylon for
men to construct it."”

“Then why should Giant's Tank
have suffered this fatel”

“Because, perhaps, gradually the
excellence of their work and know=
ledge declined. It's said that in
the case of Giant's Tapk the levels
were wrong and instead of the
water flowing into the tank that
was waiting to receive the life-
giving stream, it returped back
to the river from where it came.”

e

“Which river?” asked Ranfit.
“The Malwatu Oya which flows
not far from Anuradhapura.”

“But there's water
marked Yaruni.

“Well, varicus people have tried
from time te time to remedy the
original mistake and it has evep
been said there was po mistake.
In 1882 it was discoverea after
extensive investigation that the
works of the ancient engineers
was up to their usual standard
of excellence 2pd that nothing was
wrong with the levels.”

now' re-

“Then why did they leave it?
Why cidn't they complate the
job?™

Daddy shrugged hig shoulders

“Who can say what happened
years and years ago; what frus-
tration and disappointment fillad
the hearts and minds of thoss long
dead engineers. At one time so
dried out was this tank that seye-
ral viljages sprang up in  the bed
where water should have been
flowing".

“"Mummie, I'm hupgry” wailed
Nila.

“Poor old dear! So am 1.

“Yes, yes, lunch quickly, apd
then we hit the road for Mapnar,”

called Daddy as he ran dowy the -

bund.

“Please,” shouted Ranjit, chasing
behind him.. “Can't we stay the
night here! | don't want to go to
Mannar. | want to watch for cross
in the night. [I'm sure there are
heaps in the tank. | saw ripples
and ripples. | think | saw a black
spout also.”

But Daddy’s ears were deaf to
his pleading.

Lunch was a pleasant meal under
the Palu trees though daddy kept
on urging to hurry. “I've po idea
where we are going to park in
Mannar, so we must not  dawdle’
he said,
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Jqwnd?”

Mummiz joined in the children’s
pleading for a night by Glant's
Tank but Daddy was adamant so.
by 2 o'clock they were on the road
again.

“l cap hardly Imagine that only
this morning we were by that
lovely litile bay on the further
sides of Velapal island. Oh! how
P wish we were still there!” she
sighed.

As they packed themselves into
Jason Daddy repeated “Hurry! I've
no idea where we'll spend the
night.  Perhass even the Rest
House.” *“Oh po! Surely not!"
was Mummie’s reply,

lasen set out happily and turped
his nose towards Mannar and the
coast,

“He's a good old dog for the
road”, szid Daddy. “See how he
purrs alopg.”

Rapjit shouted with laughter.
“Daddy, is he a dog or a cat, |
didn't know that degs purr.”

“You're too clever my sop,
picking up your old Dad like that,
who can tell me semething about
Mapnar?"”

“It’s an island”, answered Varuni,

“But &t has a causeway pow,
hasn't it, thet joips it to the maip-
asked mumniie.

“Both are right, it's true there's
a causeway but Mappar i really op
island on the northwest coast of
Ceylon. Does anycne know of
historical associations connected
with Mannar!”

Silence for a few miputes, they
from Mummis, “The Dutch held it
and before them the Portuguese.”

“Quite right. But | was thinking
of the little Sinhalese princess
Dona Katherina of Kandy whose
father had gone to the Portuguese
for protection taking his little
daughter with him when he heard
that the wicked Prince Rzja Sipha
was marching with his army g

_take his kingdom of Kandy. They

TRIBUNE, September ¢; 1978



came as- far as Trincomalee but
there the king died of smallpox
and the poor little princess was
left ap orphan, so frightened, alone
with strangers with those Parangi
or foreigners, the Portuguese,
Can't you imagine her terror and
misery?

“For safety they sept the child
to Mapnar where she was more
or less imprisoned in the Fort for
years.  Later she was taken by
ship to Colombo, but more of this
when we visit the Fort and see
the little rocom she lived in.

“Now we turn right to Maptota,
today called Manthai but in very
ancient times, Mantitha of the
Great Port where the bride of
Vijaya, the original conquerer of
Ceylon, landed with her entourage
of saveral thousand mer, and wome,,
from India."”

They turned down a sandy road
and Jason groaned till he reached a
place of sand dunes where Daddy
asked Simon to halt.

“Here we are at the ancient
port of Mantota or as the Mana-
vamsa calls it Mantitha.”

“But where's the seal” asked
Mummie and the children together.

“Silted up long ago with these
great sand dunes, a lot of excava-
tion
sorts of interesting finds have been
uncovered turning back the pages
of a past long dead and forgotten.”

“What have they found Richard?

“Lovely pieces of ancient Chi-
nese pottery, not bits only but
whole jars and bowls of celedon,
glazed pottery sometning like the
ginger jars of old. Roman coins
have also been found, so one can
gather that the great pations of
other ears have called here.

“We'll now go on and visit ano-
ther site in Mantota, the Tiru-
ketisvaram temple with its Mandi
or bull of granite, both so ancient
that no one knows their history
or beginning.”
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is being done here apd all °

“Wouf!l ‘Wouf!" howled the wind,
picking up the sand and driving
it along.

Mummie shivered though the
heat was blistering and the white
sup glared down on the white sand
dunes.

“Only ruins! And not even rvins!
Just sand only! Once the greatest
port in Ceylon! Impermanence!”
she said softly.

“Yes!” replied Daddy.
all things! So is life!

*'So are

This woridly hope men set their

hearts upen
turns ashes—or it prospers and anon,
Like snow us0n the desert’s dusty face,
Lighting a littlc hour or two—is gone.

THE END

ENCOURAGING NEWS
FOR ENERGY FUTURE

Unique Fuston
Experiment

by Everly Driscoll
Washington,

U.S. scieptists have passed ap
importapt milestone on the road
tc achievement of controlled puc-
lear fusion, the same process fuel-
ling the sun and other stars. Fusiop,
the melding of atoms. as opposed
to fission, the splitting of atoms,
is called the “inexhaustible™ epergy
source bscause the process uses
as fuel hydrogen, the most abup-
dant element in the upiverse apd
in sea water. Conventional nuclear
fission power plants use elements
such as uranium. Not only is the
fuel ayailable, it is efficie;st in small
amounts. The eptire elzctrical
powar needs of the Unpited Statefs
could be met by I0 kilograms of
hydrogen per hour supplied by
one small plant. Extracting the
hydrogen from sea water poses
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Controlled Nuclear Fusion~

of the environmertal gro- -
blems asscciated with  other ”
fuels, nor can the - radioactive
wastes be copvarted to bombs.
The one radioactive product, the
wall of the reactor, can be more
easily managed than can, for ex-
ample, nundreds of fuel rods from
conventional nuclear plants. “A
year ago" says Dr. lohn Clarks
of the US Department of Epergy’s
(DOE's) Fusion Office, “our hopes
for fusion epergy were based
on faith. Now they ars based o;

none

Pl

experimental fact,

The fusion milestons oceur-
red, at Princeton University where
sclentists, using an exoperimental
device called a “‘tokamak’’, created
temperatures required for produc-
ing sustained nuclear fusion. They
heated hydrogen atoms to 2 re-
cord 60 million degrees Celsius
(C)—35 million degrees-hotter thap
previously attained "in a tokamak
reactor.  In one-tenth second at
those temperatures, seven  mil-
lion-million hydrogen atoms
fused, creating atoms of the hea-
vier element helium, and in the
process, releasing energy. At
those temperatures the hydrogen
plasma (a gas of electrically-charged
atoms) could take off on its own,
continuing the reactions,” said Dr.
Melvin Gottlieb at an August [4
Washington press tonference ‘an-
nouncing the results of the August
| experiemnt. Dr. Gottlieb is Direc-
tor of the Princeton Plasma Physics
Laboratory where the experiment
was concucted. “‘ln a larger fusion
reactor, we could have turped off
the heat source and the fusion re-
action would have continted,” ke
said. A kind of chain reaction is ,
set off by onef{fsion reaction which
releases energy induclng yet other
reactions. This is called sustained
nuclear fusion, which when ae-
comglished, will produce [80 times
more energy than is required to
get the process started. =
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Controlled Nuclear Fusion

o

The 60-million degree tempera-
ture achieved was 2 turning uoint
in fusion research, for it surpassed
two transitional zones—one at 44
million degrees when self-sustaip-
" ing fusion ean oceur in very large
reactors, and ope at over 50 mil-
lion degrees where fusion can occur
in smaller reactors. Scientists at
other laboratories using different
" techniques for fusion, such as lasers
and nirror-type fusion devices,
have achieved higher tempera-
tures than in the Princeton experi-
ment, but have kad trouble con-
taining the hot plasma. This ex-
periment occurred ‘“‘much sooner
and the results were much better
than we ever dared anticipate,”
said Dr. Gottlieb.

In 1970, scientists created tem-
peratures of five million degrees
in the tokamazk, In December,
1977, they created 25-million-deg-
ree temperatures. “lt took seven
years to go from five million degrees
‘to' 25 million degrees. It has taken
us six months to go the last 35
‘million degrecs,” said Dr. Gottlieb.

Dr. Gottlieb esttributes the suc-
cess of tne experiment to the method
of heating the plasma—with 3 “peu-
tral beam injector” developed by
DOFE’s Oak Ridge Mational Labo-
ratory in Tennessee, The device
is a type of gun that injects, inte
the hydrogen, deuterium aton s that
have been acceleratad to high ener-
gies. The deuterium atoms, in turn,
trapsfer their energy to the
hydrogen atoms, heating them up
to fusion temperatures.

The Princeton tokamak is a
three-meter-wide,  90-centimeter-
high reactor in the shape of ap
automobile tyre. The circular struc-
ture encloses a smaller contaiper
with the hydrogen atoms that,
bacause they are charged, can be
controlled by a surrounding magne-
tic ‘field. Without tha magnetic
field, hydrogen atoms heatec to
fusion temperatures would hit tne

13

meta] wall of the reactor, be cooled,
and drop below fusion temperatu-
res. The experiement j.roved cer-
trin scientific theories correct and
validated the Princeton tokamak
laboratory model, said Dr. Gott-
Feb. ‘“We are on the right track
now. Our thecries about how to
build large r.actors were correct.
We cin now demonstrate fusion,”
he concluded.

The experiment was the first
successful one with a “*scale model”
—an instrument that when en-
largad to scale, can be expected
to produce the same results. Fusiog
demonstration is likely to occur
after 1981 when Princeton’s toka-
mak fusion test reactor, twc times
the size of the scale model, begins
operation.

While other methods to achieve
fusion are being explored around
the world, the tokamak idea is
the most developed. However,
there are difficult engineering and
materials problems yet to be sol-
veu—such as the manufacture of
tritium, an isotope of hydrogen—
befere fusion pcwer becomes com-
mercially available. Depending on
engineering—and budget copsidera-
tions—a demonstration power plant
could be operational in 20 years
or so, and an operational com-
mercial plagt working by 2025.
“These projections are conser-
vative,” 2dmits Dr. Edwin E. Kint-
ner, chief of DCE's Fusion Office.
“This is the most difficult techno-
logical development ever under-
taken by man for non-military
purposes,” he says.

Several nations have fusion
research programs. The United
States, for example, sperds only
one-third of the 1,000 willion dol-
lars yearly invested in the research.
Worki,ig as visiting staff members
at Princeton, for example are scien-
tists from Great Britain, Italy,
Japan, France and the Soviet Union,
all of which have fusion pregrams
of their ewn. The tokamak was

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

built on a concept originally deye-
loped by Soviet scientists. ‘“‘Fusion
is uniquely international—too big
for one country”, says Dr. Kintner,
“We will need to use the iptel-
lectual and material resources of
the entire world to bring fusion
power to reality as quickly and s
wisely as possible.”

—UsICA

FOR THE RECORD

TULF Politics
From THE CEYLON DAILY NEWS
31/7/78
Why TULF won't partici-
pate in debate on new Cons-
titution

The Tamils at the last geperal
elections gave the TULF a clear
mapdate to set up 2 separate state
for them. To drive home that
verdict of the Tamil-speaking peo-
ple the TULF parliamentary group
brought an amendment to the
policy statement presented by the
Government in the NSA. Had
the government the slightest in-
terest in the aspirations of the Tamil
speaking people it would have
embodied them in some form or
other in the new constitution. But
the government had failed to do
this and as such they would pot
be participating in any debate per-
taining to the new Constitution
which was tabled in the National
State Assembly last week.

This was stated by the President
of the TULF Mr. M. Sivasitham-
param MP, when he delivered his
presidential address at the gecond
regional convention of the Front,
held at Averapgal, Jaffna yesterday.

Mr. Sivasithamparam said that
they were aware of the opiniop
that prevailed in the island and ip
certain other countries that tna
TULF should give a chance to the
government to grant the Tamils
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their due rights. But from their
bitter experience of the past they
knew that 2ll the big talksand as-
surances mads by the government
were mere eys-wash, In order to

respect those f{zslings expressed
with good itions they waited
until the n Constitution was

framed. Their {riends would agree
with them although some
copcessions had besn grapted in
respect of the Tamil lapnguags, no
provision had been made for the
deceptralisation of power apd to
glve autonomy to traditional Tamil
areas and to preserve the ethnic
composition  of  their  areas.

§inE
(8 £y

Even if any concessions been given-

to the Tamil lapnguage, it was an
undisputed fact that it was due
to the hercic strugzle carried op
persistently by the TULF represen-
ting the Tamils and the Tamil poli-
tical parties, Any eoncession granted
to the Tamil language without
autonomy to work out tha admi-
nistrative machinery to imple-
ment the same would not be worth
the paper on which it was written.

ki the last polls the Tamils gava
an upprecedented victory to the
TULF.  Accepting that mandats
the TULF members of the NSA
ventured towards the fulfilment of
their goal.

It was evident that there did
exist a calculated plot to strapgle
the economy of the Tamils and
destroy their properties.

Mr. Sivasithamparam said that
the first convention of the TULF
held in 1976 at Vaddukodai gave a
new dimension to the political
thinking of the Tamil people where-
by they resolved that oply under
an Independent sovereign Socialist
Republic of Tamil Eslam would
it be possible for the Tamil-speak-
ing people of the island to live
with honour and self respect.

He further said that in 1946
Messrs  Chelvanayakam 2and Pon-
nambalam were accepted as up
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disputed leaders of the Tamil-
speaking people. Although at the
beginning they were seperated for
sometime, during their last days
they became jolnt leaders of the
TULF, Their sudden demise was a
great loss to the Tamil pation.
They who were following their
footsteps were now maintaining
that upity that was creatad by
those great leaders.

The landslide victory at the last
general elections of the TULF and
the elimipation of these who were
against that unity frem the poli-
tical arena evideptly showed that
the people wanted upity. Today
a handful of elements 2pnd a few
forces  functioning  sporadically
were out to wreck that unity. The
TULF was vegpturing towards 2
much pobler and unigue task of
liberating the Tamil pation. There-
fore he wished to appezl to each
and everyone to join hands with
them to work with them jointly
to achieve that poble ed.

He said that in 1572 the Sirimavo
Government proceeded to draft
a Constitution for Ceylon. Their
leaders realising that the Cons-
titution was detrimentzl to the
interests of the Tamil nztion which
would make the Tamils permanent
second class citizens in the country
formed the TULF. The Front tried
its best to win back at lsast a few
rights of the Tamils, but the gov-
erpment not only did not grant
those rights, but also made uss
of the Emergency Regulations to
crush Tamil resistance.

Reelising the indifferent atti-
tude nursed by the then goverp-
ment towards the problems of the
Tamils the late Mr. S. J. V. Chel-
vanayakam made use of the forceful
weapon of resigning and recon-
testing his seat in Parlizment thereby
seeking 2 referendum from the peeo-
ple en a grave issue. The govern-
ment delayed the holding of the
by-elaction for 2 years. Whep
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TULE Polities”

the by-clection was held thie Tamjls
gave their verdict t6 Mr. Chelva-
nayakam apd the TULF to carry
on the struggle for the setting up
of & separate state. After the elec-
tions Mr  Chelvanayakam proce
laimed to the Siphala community
and the world that the Tamils had
resolved to use their ipalienable
right of szli-determipatien t6 win
back their sovereignty which they
lost to the Portuguess in the 16th
and 17th cepturies. The go»_ém-

ment turned a deaf ear to all their

pleadings. Only after deep think-
ing and prolonged deliberation tha
first national convention of the
TULF which was held at Vadduk-
kodai in 1976 proclaimed that it
had become inevitable for the Tamil-
speaking nation to work for a
sovereign secular socialist Tamil
Eelarn using its rights to self-de-
termination. In accordance with
the proclamation and keeping with
the tradition of the pational libera-
tion movements the world over,
the Tamil United Front changed its
name to TULF.

They coptested the last geperal
elections upder the name of TULF
and they had beep fupctioning
unider thet same name. Expressing
the need for a more rigid discipline,
code of conduct and affiliation
expected of a liberation orgapisa-
tion, 2 new coenstitution was framed
and today they were conducting
the proceedings of the Second
National Convention of the Fropt
upder its new copstitution.

From the Madras HINDU, 1/8/78

Sri Lanka Tamil‘s Stand

THE DECISION OF the Tamii
United Liberation Front (TULF),
not to pargicipate in the debate
on the new Constitution Bill in
Sri Lapnka's Parliament will cause
disappointment to - all those wha
had been hoping that a new -era
of amity between the Tamil minority
and the Siphala majority was -about
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te begln. This hope was fortified
by a series of steps the rulipg Unl-
ted Natiopal Party had taken during
recent months to allay the fears
~that had crept into the minds of
the Tamils especially on the use
apd role of the Tamil lapguage in
the country. The TULF President,
Mr. M. Sivasithamparam, who is
himself a Member of Parliament,
pointed out at the party’s national
soenvention during the week-end
that the demand for a separate
State for the Tamils had not beep
conceded, and so it would not be
possible for them to take part in
the discussion on the new Cons-
titution, though he conceded that
“it conferred certain rights In re-
gard to the use of Tamil language
in state correspondence”. Upder
the proposed changes in the Cons-
titution, Tamil is to get the status
of a national language. This will
make It mandatory for all orders,
proclamations, rules, regulatiens and
notifications as well ag all official
documents to be published in Tamil
too, besides . Siphala. A person
wishing to enter public service
Iz entitled to be examined through
_the medium of Tamil though hs
must acquire 2 knowledge of the
official language (Sinhala) within a
stipulated time. President Jaya-
wardene also apneunced the other
day that steps would be ipitiated
to epsure that all children would
be made to learn Sinhala, Tamil
and Epglish compulsorily.

If the TULF has not cared to
respond positively to the gesture
made by the ruling party, thus

~ leading to a total boycott of the
proposals, it would seem to meap
that the militant sections in the
organisation are having the upper
hand. There have been indications
that one group among the TULF
members was of the view that
they should accept the rights and
guarantees granted by the new
Constitution and co-operate with
the Government to make the Conse

titution work. It is the younger

eiements, backed by the - youth
wing of the party that want
total rejection of the new proposals.
It is true that the party fought
the elections last July on the plank
of a separate State for the Tamils,
But the political climate has chap-
ged with the advent of the UNP
Goverpment. Commenting on the
Tamil’s stand on an earlier occa-
sion The Hindu had urged that
“the TULF leaders should forget,
once and for all, the idea of a sepa-
rate State and work peacefully with
the Siphalese". This advice s
even more valld to-day in the cop-
text of the meaningful concessions
that have been made to meet the
just aspirations of the Tamil mino-
rity. Mr. Amirthalingam, the pew
general secretary of the TULF,
has said that the Front would go
ahead with its non-violent pro-
gramme for the establishment of a
separate Tamil State. All this will
not be of real help to the Tamils
who should recognise that thelr
interests lie In loining hands with
the majority community in making
Sri Lanka strong politically and
economically

From the CEYLON DAILY NEWS,
3/8/78

TULF convention achieves
nothin; but a split.

The second Regional Cenvention
of the Tamil United Liberation

Front which was concluded on-

Sunday last at Averangal, Jaffna,
according to party insiders “‘achi-
eved nothing” except transform-
ing the leaders and the youths
into bitter antagonists.

Now frantic efforts are being
made by certain sepior members
of the party to bridge this diffe-
rence that had beep created be--
ween the TULF Parliamentarians
and 2 section of the militapt youth.

Several incidents marred the final
days mammoth rally on Supday
night which was attended by well
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Yver forty thousind people. As
the chairman of the meeting Mr.
M. Sivasithamparam, President of
the TULF announcing that the meet-
ing would start with the singing of
the Temil Eelam Natlopal Anthem
by a bevy of gilrs, hundreds of
youths shouting slogans rushed to
the seven foot high platforms where
the leaders stood In readiness for
the start of the meeting.

The youth shouted, “We don't
want a carpival here, Our leaders
are our traitors. Resign your so.'s
in the Assembly’. Shouting these
slogans they surrounded the plat-
form. Some of the youth tried
to get on to the platform appa-
rently to get hold of the mike.
Appeals made by some volunteers
to these youth prov:d futile. Then
came Mr. A. Amirthalingam, Secre-
tary General of the Front into
the scene, He appealed to the you-
ths to disperse. Moments later
they obeyed him and moved away.

The c<hairmap them anneunced
that the meeting would start with
the singing of the Eelam National
Anthem. The girls started singing
and the crowd stood In silence.
While the anthem was beingsuag
the youths shouted again. Some
of them jeered. But the girls sang
the Apthem to the end.

The chairman Mr. Sivasitham-
param then addressed the gather-
ing. In his opening speech he said
that the ugly incidents which were
created by the youth were some-
thing that should be condemned.
They could pot allow such things
to happen in the TULF. The youth
should be disciplined. They should
learn to control their feelings.
This created a2 mild stir again
among the youth apd some of
them went behind the platform
and wanted Mr. Sivasithamparam
to withdraw those remarks. But
they were chased away by the
volunteers and “loyalists” who by
now stood around the platform
to prevent any untoward incidentsy
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The meeting then continued. Spea-
ker after speaker copdemped the
attitude of the youth. Thep started
a distribution of handbills by some
youths. Hundreds of those bills
were thrown into the crowd. The
handbill said that at the last general
elections, the Tamil leaders had
made certzin promises that epa-
bled them to win |8: constituencies
in the Tamil Eelam. After one
year of sitting in the chairs of the
National State Assembly and mark-
ing time, the Tamil Political Front
(the youth name for the TULF)
had once again come before the
people to deceive the Tamil people,
in the guise ofa political conven-
tion. The bill also had several
questions for which the youth
wanted answers from the TULF
parliamentarians. The meeting,
however, continued and Mr. Amir-
thalingam in his address, said that
the people should not come to
wrong conclusions, They were not
prepared to launch a struggls in
the manner the youth wanted
at the moment. They would do
so at proper time. Without pre-
paring  themselves they should
not launch any struggle. Writing sto-
gans on the walls will not help us to
set up Tamil Nad. By distributing
handbills we canpnot achieve our
goal. When we launch our struggle
proper, we will have work for thou-
sands of youths—pot the jabs for
which the youths are clamouring
for and approaching us daily—hard
work to crotect our territories’
he said. Mr. Amirthalingam said
certain persons had blamed the
TULF Parliamentarians for aecept-
ing the jeeps that were given them
by the government. They were
not given them free. They were
paying for those jeeps in monthly
instalments. Those jeeps were
not being used by them for plea-
sure trips. He had covered well
over 12,000 miles ip his jeep within
the last 3 months doing more than
100 miles a day. *'| wapt to ask
: .
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one question from those who con-
demned us for accepting thess
jeeps.

camps in the Kilinochchi electorate
within the last few months in con-
nexion with the rehabatilitation
work?"' he asked.

From the MADRAS HINDU, 6/8/78-

Where is the Guarantee

Asks TULF Leader - - ..~
The leader of the Tamil' United’

Liberation Frort Mr. Al Amirtha-
lingam, opening the ‘debate on ths
Constitutional Bill on behalf of
the Opposition, made it clear that
his party would have nothing to
do with ‘it as the proposed statute
did pot satisfy the ‘“‘national’’ as-
pirations of the Tamil-speaking
pecple of the island.

He said the TULF had a defipite -

mapdate from the Tamil-speaki_ﬁg_

peoyle of Sri Lapka to win back "

their lost freedom and reconstruct

a free independent soverelgn sacm—'

list State.

Mr.  Amirthalingam Explained
why they walked out of the Housz
when the present Copstitution was
epnacted in 1972. He reczlled the

statement made by their latz [ea--

der, Mr. 5. J. V. Chelvanayakam,
on the floor of the House setting
out the reasons why they could
not participate in the debate then.
He spoke of how two previous
agreements were torp to pieces.
The Tamil Act, epacted in 1958,
had pot been implemented, 20
years after its passage.  Where
then was the guarantee of equality
he asked.

That Tamil language was being
Eiven a second place 'was evident
from the section in the Bill which
stfpulated that Tamil public ser-

vants should acqu:re proficiency |1:|'

Sinhala language within 2 r2ason-
able time while there was no such

condition for Sinhala public ser-’

vants to acquire
Tamil.

knowledge of
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Do you knoew the pumber.
of trips | have made to the refugees.

I'HLF Eo!ftu:s

sl 3l

Mr, Amlrthalingam said in the:
past 30 or so years, all their sin-_
cere efforts to settle their’ proh
lems ‘within the framawork of a
Urited country had failed and all
agreements they had entered into
with the past goverpments had
become dead latter. The most fun<_
dom. eqta] r'ghts was for & cammu-
nity to live wtthout {Erxr But
could the Govemment say thnt in”
the lc.St one year thi:. rlghi f’iad
baen ¢uar1ut=ed’ | 3

He said Tamils were hemg mtlmlm
dated and they had been driven
to the- conclusion that they could
no longer live together. The fact
was that '‘these two pations’’ had.
come to- the stage when -they
could no longer live. together...
“We want to rule ourselvés ‘in
our own traditional homeland and*
let us part 4s friends”, he szid.”
Whatever happened, they would®
contipue their strugzle to win'
their freedom. ‘They knéw" the
might of the Government’ was
against them. “We also kiow that®
under Artu:le 157 of the’ new. Con- &
stitution, we may be arrésted, our
properties confiscated and so® Sa.
We 2ré prepared for any cons}:
quences’’.

Mr Amlrthaltngam quk_e for
over five hours after .which. the
leader of the .Sri Lapka Freedom,
Party and former . Prime Ministers
Mrs.- Sirimavo. Bandarapaike, . read.
out a long statement. She was fre=.
quently = interrupted..

kT

Mrs Bandarznaike’ made & pofp-

ted reference to Section .FS?'_;GF"-
the draft constitution which hiade”
it an offencé”to advocite amend- -
ment of the: Copstitution * other- -
wise than in aceordance’ with -te~
prescribed procedure. The punihs ©

ment for Sp=aking out one’s

thoughts, for

6.

expressing “ore’s
ideas .oni - change, for” speaking £o
assert one’s freedom, was il‘ﬂp“luo‘n-_-

ment for ten years,

ltm!te‘z_f fin i



forfeiture. of property and loss of
one's’ seat in~ Parliament.

At the end
she said her party would not parti-
cipate further in the debate and
added, “Whan you adopt this cops-
titution and bring it into operatiop,
you would have emulated Adolf
Hitler., You would haye made a
mockery of the Parliameptary pro-
cess: .-

-Mr._5..Thondaman, .representing
persons of Indian origin, who sup-
ported the Bill, said while planta-
tion workers were denied franchise
to participate in local body elec-
tions for 30 years, they had be:n
granted that right by the Jayewar-
dene Goverpment. He recalled Mr.
Jayewardenes intervenition in the
debate the was then the Prime
Ministsr)  to accept the demand
that ‘electoral registers should be
prlnted in Tamil- throughout the
islagd.  They were till then being
printed in Tamil oply in the nor-
thern and - eastern provinces and
in “places” where Tamil voters ex-
ceéded ' 20 per cent of the elec-
tofate. - :

“In  the matter of gratulty to
rep'at_r‘iates, “"much- injustice ~ had
béen” donz to plantation workers
all “these years and on the inter-
vention of President Jayewardene,
the. . Governmeént - has agreed to
make-an €x . gratia payment of
Rs:500° to every repatriate worker.
This was no doubt small compared
to what was -due to the workers
but they mustbe ready for com-
promises, Mr. Thondama“ s~id.
Abolition of - the distinction bet-
ween ciglze_ns_ by registration and
descent was a welcome step.

Ther: were mapy eother issues
for which solutions had to be found
Persons .born- in Sri- ‘Lapka  after
!nd¢9°;1dence were still in- the
category of “stat *tess and none
of “the Zarlier governments-could
solve thgi? ‘problems. He sdid

he Rad beer ‘assured that suitable
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of her. statement

amendments would be brought to
the Citizenship Act and hoped the
Government would act soop.

Mr. Thopdaman said though the
proposed Constitution was not per-
fect in everything, it was definitely
a step forward and heice he would
vote for it,

Earlier, the lustice Mipister, Mr.
K. W. Devapayagam, quoted from
an editorial in The Hindu dated
August |. The Hindu was a paper
which reflected the majority view
in India, he said and added the only
way to solve the problems of the
minority was to live with the
majority.

PTl reports: With the TULF
and Mrs. Bapdarapaike’s SLFP ap-
nouncing the boycott of the de-
bate, the Bill is assured of easy
passagz. The ruling United Natio-
nal Party has a massive majority
already.

After their leaders’ speeches, the
I7 members of the TULF apd nine
of the SLFP walked out of tha
House quietly, without formally
declaring it a walk-out. -

From the HINDU, 8/7/78

Sri Lanka Stalemate:

A Way Out

MR. S. THONDAMAN, REPRE-
SENTING persons of Indian origin
in Sri Lapka struck an optimistic
note when he said in the Natiopal
Assembly (parliament) that the
proposed new Constitution was
“definitely a step forward” anpd
hence he would vote for it. He
was referring to the proposals that
have been gvien concrete shape to
raise the status of Tamil though he
observed that the Constitution was
not “perfect’” in everything. As was
indicated by the leaders of the
Tamil Upited Liberation Fropt at
their natiopal convention a few
days ago, Mr. Amirthalingam walked
out of the House along with his
colleagues after explaining why the
amendments in regard to the use

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

of Tamil did not satisfy their aspi-
rations. The main corteéntion of
the TULF was that Tamil had been
given only the second place, pext
to Sinhala and not accorded equal
status with it, although the Tamils
constituted a significant mipority
in the country and were in a maje-
rity in the provipces in the north
and the east.

" Those who are familiar with the
language problem i Ipdia  will
undoubtedly appreciate the feelings
of the Tamil niipority in Sri Lapka,
While Hindi under the Constitu-
tion is the official language, the
Prime Minister, Mr. Morarii Desai,
has on several oceasions stated
that it was not going to be forced
down the throats of ether linguistic
groups. And yet what is happen-
ing is exactly the opposite of the
verbal assurapnces. In gpon-Hindi-
speaking States attempts are being
made to impose the lapnguage
speakingly and the latest ipstapce
relates to Kerala. Following ins-
tructions from the higher autho-
rities sitting in Delhi, Hindi classes
have been started in Central pub-
licsector upitsin the State: emplo
yees are even liable to disciplinary
actionp if they fail to attend the classes
and appear for the examipa-
tions. Worse still, it is requirad
that all letters written in Hindi
should be answered in Hipdi only.
It is this kind of linguistic chauvi-
nism that has embitterad rzlatioys
between those in the Hindi areas
and in the pon-Hindi regions.
There is thus 2 striking similarity
between the language problems ip
Sri Lapka and in Ipdia.

The Tamils in Sri Lanka need to
be assured that there would be
no imp051t10n of Sinhala on them
either directly or indirectly. Mr.
Amirthalingam has drawp atten-
tion to the Section in the Bill to
amend the Comtltutlon which sti-
pul:tes that the Tamil public ser-
vants should acquiresufficient know-
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ledge of the Sinhala language with-
in a specified time while It is pot
mapdatory for Siphala public ser-
vants to acquire a knowledgs of
Tamil. He has certainly a valid
point here. What needs to be done
fnow is to see that the severity of
this requirement s softened even
if the provision capnot altogether
be eliminated so that it ceasas to be
2n irritant, much less a burden,
to the Tamil minority. But thep
the quastion arises how a boycott
of the proceedings of Parliament
by the TULF reaily belps when this
and other important Sections of the
new Constitution are going to
be debated. The real handicap all
along has been a communpication
gap getween the Opposition and
the ruling party. In asense, the
situation was largely created by
the Tamil leaders themselves when
they decided to stay away from
the S:lect Committee which was to
consider changes In the Sri Lapka
Constitution.

The Tamil leaders must recon-
sider their whole strategy and uti-
lise the parliamentary forum to
get their demands accepted. Else,
they will be presented with a fait
accompli that will make things in-
comparably worse for the health
of Sinhalaese-Tamil relations. The
Goverpment on its part will be
well advised to initiate fresh moves
to bring the Tamils to the con-
ference table. President Jayewar.
dene had promised, when he firsg
assumed charge as Prime Minister,
that he would call a conference of
the leaders of the Opposition to
discuss the problems of the minori-
ties, especially the Tamils, buc this
hag yet to-be convened. There is
no reason why discussions bet-
ween the ruling UNP leaders and
the TULF held in a non-chauvinistic
and constructive spirit even at this
late stage would not yield bene-
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ficlal results to epnd the present
stalemate. :

From the CEYION DAILY NEWS
29/8/78. .

Fate of TULF-CWC ties in
the balance

Will the Tamil Upited Liberation’
Fropgt sever its copnections with
the Ceylon Werkers' Congress in
case itsleader Mr. §. Thondaman
accepts portfolio in the Cabipet?

The question of the relationship
between the TULF apnd the CWC
cropped up at the meeting of the
Working Commiitee of tha TULF
held in Jaffna during the weekend.
The diehard youths insisted that
the TULF should sever all its
connections with the CWC.

Mr. A. Amirthalingam, Secretary-
General of the TULF, intervening
in the discussion advised the Work-
ing Committee to watch the situa-
tion and take a decision at the

‘approptiate moment.

The youths wanted the new
TULF to reject totally the new
Copstitution. They insisted that
the TULF should burn a copy of
the Constitution to mark their
disapproval as they did in May 22,
1572.

Mr. Amirthalingam warned the
youths to act with a sense of res-
ponsibility and told them not to
do anything that would result
in communal tepsion.

Thereafter the Working Com-
mittee decided that the TULF parlia-
mentarians should not attend Par-
liament on September 7 and 8
when the pew Constitution is
ceremonially protlaimed. It also
decided to issue a call to the Tamil-
speaking people not to participate
in any official fupction but te stay
at home and engage in religious
observances.

The TULF Parliamentary Group
would decide the date on which
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the TULF MPs would take thelr
oaths In Parliament.

From the SUN, 28/8/78
TULF won’t be there

The Central Executive Com-
mittee of the Tamil United Libera-
tion Front which met in Jaffna
yesterday decided that the TULF
MPs must not attend Parliament
on September 7 and 8 when the
new Constitution is ceremoplally
promulgated.

 The meeting was presided over
by the President of the TULF, Mr.
M. Sivasithamparam. :

Commenting on this decision,
party sources pointed out that
the Tamil people had voted the
TULF members to Parliament to
pursue their call for a Tamil Eelam.
But the pew Contitution made no
reference to it and therefore the
TULF MPs would not attend Parlia-
ment on those two days.

The Committee also decided
agaipst MPs and people participat-
ing In any official function on Sep-
tember 7 and 8 to mark the adop-
tion of the new Constitution. It
decided to request school children
not to attend school on these two
days but to stay at home and en-
gage in religious observances.

Each MP is to hoist the Rising Sun
flag of the TULF in his electorate.
In elecetorates unrepresented by
TULF MPs, the TULF orgapisers are
to be asked to hoist the Rising
Sun flag. N=tsg

A  hot-bed of argument was
the relationship between the TULF
and the Ceylon Workers Con-
gress. The die-hard youth were
insisting that the TULF should
sever copnections with the CWC,
At the time of going to press, the
matter was still being discussed.

Prior to the Committee meet-
ing, the Parliamentary Greup of
the TULF met. The Leader of the
Opposition, Mr. A. Amirthalingam
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presided at this meeting.© They
decided that the TULF MPs should
boycott the function organised for
September 7 to mark the promul-
gation of the pew Copstitution.

The following members of the
TULF were not present both at
the TULF Parliamentary Group
teeting and the Central Execu-
tive Committee meeting of the
TULF.

C. Rajadurai, MP {or Batticaloa,
P. Sampanthan, MP for Trincomalze,
T. Thirunavukkarasu, MP for Vad-
dukkodai and T. Sivasithamparam
MP for Vavuniya,

+ o+ +

GEORGE MARZIPAN—5

Corporation Working
Director

by Glucorasa '

Ag is customary | was at the
bus stand waiting for the CTB
boneshakers to get to my work-
place. There was more than one
reason why | was anxious, always
to get to office in time—the main
motivation was that | did not want
to face the humiliation of being
sent off to the Corporation for
the Unemployed {Underempleyed
to be exact) like what happened
to my dear friend George Mar-
zipan.

. Suddenly a huge car braked to
a halt. There was confusion at the
bus halt. Like everyone else, |
too looked towards this car. Whom
do | see get down—Vaihuntha-
ahanoff, my one day acquaintance
—VHF! He bowed. ‘“Helle VHF—
how are you? You shouls be care-
ful when you stop like that pear
the bus halt—you just capnot be
certain that the bus behind will
not ¢rash into you” 1 said. *Not
te worry, even if it does, it does

i9

net matter. It is the Corporation
car.”’ :

Obviously VHF had found some
employment. He did not possess
even a bicycle. He used to borrow
other people’s cycles and returp
them after removing the good
tyres apa tubes. That was VHF.
“What have you got to do with a
Corporation?” “*Well | have landed
a good job. That'sall. | am a work-
ing director. Don't ask me how
I got appointed. That is beside
the point. Only one condition
was attached. | was told that |
should live up to it—meaning that
| should not be seepn in thosai
boutiques and wayside plantain
shops. As’a working director,
| should not let the side down.
That's all.” said VHF. *Apd of
course you should pot be found
standing with the hoi poloi waiting
for buses—like me for instance’
| said.

“Well—perhaps that is neces-
sary too. You are of course going
to your office. May | have the
pleasure of taking you for a ride’?
VHF asked. “Look VHF, you are
making a mistake if you think
you can teke me for a ride.
Many have tried to do that. Any-
way, thanks for stopping—cheers
and all the best”. “lam sorry if |
offended you. What | meant wag
that | would drop you at your
office.”” “But my dear fellow you
are pot surely passing my office?”
“But that makes no difference.
It is the Corporation car, Corpor-
ation driver and the Corpration
will settle the fuel bill. So why
bother?  Officially this vehicle is
given to me for official purposes,
but upofficially 1 use it for up-
official purposes as well. What's
so wropg 2bout all this, Come
aleng, please, let me have the plea-
sure of taking you today”. “Thanks"
and | moved forward, walting for
VHF to get in first. “‘Apres vous”,
and VHF moved back indicating
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that | get in first. “What—you
have startea on French pow?”
“Yes— may be proceeding to

France to pegotiate 2 business set-

tlement. So it is usueful to show that
| know a few words at least.” VHF
laughed. It was not surprising that ke
was a working director. ! was soop ar
my office, with the driver opening
the door for me apd most embaras-
sing of all saluting me too, much
to the amusement of VYHF whe
was inside the car. He drove away,
I felt 2 inches taller as | walked
into my own office to be greeted
by Walrus who was an eye witness
tc all that had happened.

| signed the attepdance register
and walked up to my room. My
Agsistant  had already come ip
but in my preoccupation with
thoughts of VHF | had forgotten
to wish him as usual. | thought
he would not take it too seriously,
but, actually as a matter of fact,
he had indeed. For within minutes
of my sitting down at my desk,
my Assistant walked in. “Good
morpipg Sir. s everything alright
with you and is there anything |
can do for you!” he said. “Good
morping my dear fellow, very
good morning to you, | must apo-
logise to you for any discourtesy
I may have showr in not greeting
you when | came in. You see, |
have wonderful news to give you
about murupga and brinjal friend.
Do you know that he is a working
director in some Corporaticn?”’
“No—l| do not know. Apd how
did you come to know about all
this?

"My dear fellow, VHF is reallly
an amazing fellow. He certainy
is capable of teaching Dale Carpe-
gie a thing or two. When you
first introduced him to me, | got
the Impression that nls oply in-
terests were brinjals and murupgag,
It seems t6 me that his interests

“are much wider and  he gertainly

knows how to get on."”
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“Who is Carpegie’’ asked my
Assistant. | was aghast. “‘kt will be
& good thing If you found that
out yourself. Tell me, when did
you las€ meet VHF". “l have seen
him faifly often, but he always
seemed to be in a hurry. | had
no chance to see him at leisure.
But | am delighted that he is in a
Corporation. | can now put my
sor 15 the Corporation. Did you
find out the Corporation in which
he is working directorl” “No."
The poor c¢hap was disappointed.
He now excused himself went back
to his ledgers and files which were
always in a complete mess. | was
relieved—apparently my discour-
tesy, which was entirely unintended,
had pot offended him, particularly
after my apology. The chap will
now spend all his time and energy
in tracking down YHF.

It is at times like this that George
Marzipan acts like a tonic. | had
not séen him for some days. He
was probably busy getting histrans-
fer cancelléd and his reputatiop
preserved. | wished very sincerely
that George would be back where

he belonged. | was so concefried
about  this that | dialled
12345. The sane fellow. Operator

of the Switchboard, barked "‘What
do you want.” “| want to speak
to George Leopold Robialac” | got
the name across corectly this time,
“He has gone for a bath. He will
ba back in 10 minutes.”
“What—a  bath  during
hours "’

“You are right. At his home he
has to draw water from the well.
He is a lazy fellow. So he comes
to office to have a batn daily.”
“Is he still with your Corporation
of the Upemployed.”

“Yas—but hé is moving at the
highest levels to get back to his
job. And we are all’ hoﬁng he
will not succeed.” ““Why” | asked.
“Why! because he is a good nian,
a keen Upnion map. | have dlfeady
joined his Union. He has promised

office
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to increase the number of holi-
days for the workers. Which méans
more double pay holiday wo'rking
days.’" | was duly impressed. ‘Gedrge
was po fraud. Heé loved workers
all over. Rather hasitantly | sug-
gested to the Operator that they
should all help this poor fellow to
get out of that Corporation, and
mildly rebuked him for being
selfish.

*Will you please ask Robizlac to
call me after his bath'. "'l shall do
o, but after his bath he goes for
his breakfast. There is a2 woman
who bakes hoppers which seems
to delight Robialac. So that he will
probably call you in about opne hour.
Will that be alright”. “No that
will not bs dlright, because 1 hava
a conference to attepd.”

The man at the other end laughed.
| was irritated. ‘‘What the devil
do you meap by your silly laughter.”
“Ng, | say, | know what happens
at these conferences. We are no
fools, although we are only Ope-

‘rators of the Switchboard.! All of

you will be there, with your filss,
bogus statistics and smiles as the
big man walks in. Someonz will
ask onz official “Look, what arz
the figures for your division’. The
official will look at his statistics
and say ‘Sir, the rice production
this year far exceeded our own
expEctatlon:, Last year it was 6000
bushels, but for the same period
this year, it is 7,432 bushels.
Cotopjut production shows an in-
crease of 2439/ while about 100
men have been given employment
on a casual basis’ The big man
will be pleased as punch. The boys

‘are doing a good job. No sabotage.

No feet dragging. Everything is
fine. But, nothing is fige. The
ﬂgures are given on the basis of
reports received in the office. They

‘are furnished by an underling inorder
6 earn his inerement and to be dway

from station' every week énd. The
o“fhcial. however, is tod lazy even
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A Novel About 971

to do a test check. The big map
reports to his minister 'and the
matter erids there, untill of course
the next general election comes
round. Thank God mister, this is
a democratic country, we can throw
olit governments which are misled
by people like you—the bureau-
crat.”

““That will do Mr. Switchboard
Operator. | will see to it that
you are Permanently kept. in the
Corporation of the Upemployed.”
| shouted at this man, because he
had the honesty and the courage to
tell the bureaucrat the truth. Yes—
this is what happens, One has got
to be in goverpment service, to
know how governments are ruined
by the bureaucracy.

“Thank you very much, good
Sir. It will be a great favour you
will be doing to me if you can get
me permanently fixed in this Cor-
poration until | retire. .| can see
no reason why | should work when
others do not.” he said.

This man is right. My thoughts
went back to George Marzipan.
Sure he will see me soon—of that
| was certain.

ACID BOMB EXPLOSION—I3

Chapter Thirteen
Hemapala

by James Goonewardene

" The following evening Deva re-
turned to the reschouse. There
was much that he didn't still kpow?
about Piyaratne and about the
politics of the school. Ariya didn't
join him on the lawn, at once.
There were visitors, At dusk the
Festhouse was usually deserted; but
this evening there were these
people. Leaving Ariya to his work
Déva dréw a chair out to the lawn
and sat ig the dark.

-
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Eventuzlly Arlya joined him hrere"j
Deva was fiiishing a bottle &f beer; -

The night was hot aﬁd’ an occa-

sional gust of breeze ‘blew in from -

the sea. A solitary “fisherman on

the river fished by a flickering -

ofl ian‘lp and propelled himself
forward slowly. ‘lits as you say,
an' old man's- privilege to be left
alope,” said Ariya. ‘'He had the
welfare of the schoel at heart.
I know that; and | also know how
hard he worked to lift its standards,
give .the -boys an opportunity to
make good.*’

“Its this | would like to know",
said Deva, “how it has beep—how
it was like when there were these
students - going into the univer-
sity, into the professions. | can
get pothing from the rest of the
staff.  They do not talk—live in
their tight, protective cocoons.
They always seem to move as if
upder a- spell.
around—no opinions, no conyer-
satiops—the strangest set-up."

“Y know for ope that he has
sometimes paid ‘the facilities fees
of indigent students; he has given
money when they were in need of
it, bought their books, and has
had:fights with his wife over these
gifts. Everything he has said about
students passing out into the pro-
fessions from ‘here is true.” | have
met some of them here; they used
to drop in to pay their respect
to the old map. . They still give
hif the respect they gave him when
they were students.

There had to be something in him
that’ brought this out in his old
pupils so long afterwards.”

“What is his academic back-
ground? Has he been to the univer-
sity?"”

“He wasneyer at the universuy-
!ust been to teachers’ training
where, apparently, he passed out
with a first class. He was.a scholar-
ship boy—no privileges as 'a stu-
dent. Had a struggle from the

2

They just move

start; - whipped- mto " shape- in a
missionary school, but he has' read
a-lot since then: You talk to him
seriously and -you'll - discover the
extent -of his scholarship; widely
read, his upderstanding of scientific

things isas good as his know ledge-

of art and literature—a rare com-
bination of interests for a map
who has been holed-up in this

little place—never had ambitions of

the kind some heads of schools
are victims of. -Never wanted to
change _his. school.”

“How.do you know all this about
him, | me2n how did you get all
this background - information?”

“His old pupils, they talk when
they come here—they love to brag
about the old days."”

“With these pressures being piled
upon him, will he be tempted to
throw in? What good is it knock-
ing your head against a brick wall?"

“ltsnever good. trying to inter-
pret other people’s actions from
one’s own standpoint—its never
as simple as one thinks, but l've
a feeling he's fighting back pnow—
something has got' his back up apd
he's going to fight; whatever comes
of it.” :

“And how will he fight back, dis-
cover the culprit in this instanc:
and see he is punpished?”’

“1 think he knows in his mind how
he'll do it. He was drinking heayily
last night but he has, no doubt,
been thinking about it. Its Tike him
to show he's beaten, ‘but inside
him there’'s a lot of fight still Jeft."”
“This drinking—getting
and more drupnk, that surely is a
sign he is weakening.” :

“Yes, there's that. It has got me
worried. In the time | have knowp
him he has not been like that—
taking his liquor as heavily.”

Deva sat back, took a swig of his
beer and lit a cigar. ]

“‘What's behind all .this?
are they doing this fo him?"
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more.

Why\

“That too is as he said. With
him out they ‘can put- a stooge in
his place. It's a-build up of forces.”

" “Doesy’t ' the dropping  of
standards bothér them?"

“Dropping of standards—they
don’t give a damn for that. That is
the least of their worries. Its a bitter
struggle for power and influence.
What happens to schools and stu-
dents is pot their worry.”

Mlts frightening what you say.
They'll not stop at this. They'll
harass him further thep?”

“Yes, without a doubt.”

A visitor arrived and Ariya was
called away. Deva sat in the dark
alone and brooded. The school
appeared to have its own whirlpool,
outside forces of a uifferent nature
were creating their. own centres
of diccontent. Hemapala’s move-
ment—his connection with the stu-
dents—the incidents at the temple—
where . did they all lipk up. -Did
the harassment of the Principal
have any connection with all this?”

He continued to sit there apd
brood; bits of copversation drifted
from the verandah where the visi-
tors sat and talked. Otherwise
it was qulet.

The sea broke gently on the
shore. In the river, in front, the
single oil lamp flickering in the fisher-
man’s canoe moved down slowly.

“There's something else
to agk you,” said Deva.

“What is it?"
“This fellow—Hemapala—the ope

they call gurunnanse around here—
what is his background?”

| 'want

“l cap tell you that be_c'@se we
know something about it. We dig'
some snooping around when thess

apnonymous  postcards  startad
to come. We tracked them downp
to him. We learned firstly that

he was the child of a broken home.
His father, a druuk, had atfapdﬂtwd'
His ‘wife and three ‘thildren when'



Hemapala was only two years old.
Hemapala had thep been adopted
by onie of his uncles, his mother’s
brother who had children of his
cwn. He had apparently, not bothe-
red too much about how Hema-
pala got on. He was kept at home
and fed and left to his own devices,
given 2 thrashing now and then.
The uncle had then sent him to a
night school, afterwards to a pri-
vena. He had not been long at the
pirivena—he was caught one day

pinching from the temple collec-

tion box. The thrashing he had
got from his uncle, after the inci-
dent, had pot helped to mitigate
his bitterness or his frustration.
An already embittered fellow the
episode had made him more sullen
and embittered than before. He
had told ope of his friends that
one day he would get even with
soclety, his uncle and all the others.
He, apparently, also bears a grudge,
a hate against anyone who opposes
him."

“How did you getthis detailed
account of him?”
“pAs | said we spooped aroupd, and
the police helped 2 bit—a man
sendipng dirty  postcards comes
under police investigation. You'll
discover a man like that often is
intelligent and clever. The rest
of the story is equally interesting.
We discovered that he worked
hard at his books and finally landed
in a Guru Vidyalaya. He had been
there barely a year when he beat
up ope of the lecturers. He already
had visions of himself as aleader.
He gathered agreup round him and
made speeches. He always had a
gife of the gab. This is what e
loves doing—swaying people with
words; the more he did this the
more ambitious he became. The
lecturer he beat up was one of
the best they had on the staff, the
oply one who could out-talk our
friend; the reaction it produced

was a physical assault. Of course, a.
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criminal charge was braught against
him, but for Iack of evidence the
case was dropped and he went on
with his studies.
passed out from the Vidyalaya,
and in no time he was building a
teacher's union in the school with
a view to affiliating it to a larger
body outside the school."

Deva sat up to light a cigar, realis-
ing that Ariya had come to the
end of the story.

“Is that all?”’ he asked.

“Yes, as far as his background
goes. How he came to this chool
is apother story."

“What's that like!"”

“Well, one day, Piyaratne had 2
letter from head office saying there
was a pew teacher being traps-
ferred to the school—the first time
he ever heard of it, and ten days
later, on the first of the following
month Hemapala had arrived. His
arrival was a complete mystery—
how and why he was sent here.
Every government department Was
infiltrated by every known poli-
tical group; consequently intrigue
was the order of the day. One
group fighting another, and at
the back of our minds we had the
feeling he had been sent here for
some purpose—;o ordinary pur-
pose, only unknown and mystetious
at the moment. Once he had got
here he lay quiet for awhile, feel-
ing his way around. Then he be-
gan his attacks opn the old man.

*Is he a Marxist?"

“He claims to be one, but | have
a feeling he has just 2 smattering
knowledge of it. All he wants is
an instrument for furthering kis
own encs.”

“lts always the same. They come
into it out of personzl frustration
and then they fool you with a lot
of talk about the suffering masses.”

The silence deepened suddenly

then—they had stopped talking,
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and in that silence they heard the
sound of the sea as coming frem
a great distance. “The group he
leads—Is it confined to the school
alone?” asked Deva leanipg forward
suddenly.

“It has connections outside—it has
to have—their confidence and funds
come from them belonging to 2
larger body—how big that is—the
extent of their influence is steeped
in mystery—at least, to us out here,
it is. Hemapala is a leader of some.
importance—a district leader, per-
haps, it is why he is fearless in his .
attacks on the Principal.”

“| then fear for the old man. He
is powerless to fight him alone—
he is totally in their power, and it
seems to me too that he is upaware
of this—of his isolation.”

“| am pot sure of this. He knows
he is isolatad, ‘but he fights because
of his feeling for justice and fairplay
and all that. Ope has to admire
his courage. :

“lsp't it a folly for him to fight
them like thjs—Why doesn't he
let things alone.”

“He capnot do anything else. This
is his way. He cannot alter. He
canpot let corruption just take
over. | think he'll prefer to be
dead.” -

(Copyright Reserved)

SNIPPETS

A classic is something that every®
body wants to have read and nobody
wants to read.— Mark Twain.

i donot approve of anything that
tampers with natural ignorance.
Ignorance is like a delicate, exotic
fruit ; touch it and the bloom is
gone.— Oscar Wilde.

Poetry is the spontaneous over-
flow of powerful feelings; it takes
its origin from emotion recollected
in tranquility— William Words-
worth, : i e
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SRl LANKA CHROMICLE

Aug. 14 — Aug 27 .
DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA -
AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN
COLOMEOQ.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—
Ceylon Daily Mirror; CO—Ceylon
Observer; ST—Sunday Times; DM—
Dipamipna; LD—Lankadipa; YK—Vira-
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina;
SLD—Srl Lankadipa; JD—lanadina;
DP—Dinapathi;  SU—Sun; CM-—
Chintamanl; WK—Weekend; RR—
Riviresa;  EN—Eelanadu; [DPR—
Information Dept. Press Release;
DK—Dinakara; DV—Davasa.

AUGUST 14: Sri
Lanka's ambitious Rs. |l billion
accelersted Mahaveli Development
Programme gets off the ground
today at the Maduru Oya Project
site, when the President inaugu-
rates it,  Official talks between
the Health Ministry and the UN
Volunteer Agency for the eplist-
ment of 150 foreign doctors for
work in Sri Lanka were copcluded
last week. The Ministry of Plap
Implementation has recommended
to the treasurry that each electorate
be allocated Rs. 2 million next
year upder the Decentralised bud-
get; of this one million will be
utilised for new projects while
the other wil[ be used to complete
the projects in hand. The Pol-
golla Campus of the University
of Sri Lanka will begin work in
October 3; seven hundred students
will be admitted to this campus
which will for the present serve
as a feeder campus to the Perade-
niya Campus. The Chinese Ambas-
sador said on Saturday that the
Chinese government has accepted
the fact that the Sri Lapka govern-
ment under the leadership of Pre-
sident Jayewardene had takep im-

TUESDAY,

oy

portant steps to solve the economic
probelms of the people—CDN. A
scheme for the fullscale develop-
ment of inland fisheries and pro-
tection of small fisherman from
fish mudalalis, loan facilities, fishing
gear, and the guaranteed price of the
catch would be introduced shortly.
State manpaged hostels for the phy-
sically handicapped persens will
be transformed into co-operative
said the Minister of Social Services—
CDM. A massive passport racket

"is now on in New Delhi, India where

Sri Lanka passports are being
secretly and illegally printed and
distributed to peocple who wish
to travel to places like Pakistan
from India—SU. The President who
visited Batticaloa for the first time
after assuming office received a
rousing welcome—VK. A cultural
peagent will be held on September
8 to mark the ipauguration of
the new constitution—DP.  The
leader of the TULF Mr. M. Siva-
sithamparam said that Tamil youths
and farmers should leave the
for Trincomzlee, Vavuniya 2nd
Batticaloa to farm new lands—EN.
Apprentices  training upder the
National Apprenticeship Board will
be entitled to an increzsed allow-
ance of Rs. 6 a day—DV. After the
liberalisation of imports 609, of
the local industries are working
under capacity and 259 have
closed down completely—ATH. The
leader of the SLFP has challepged
the governpment to hold a by-
election to judge the popularity of
the government and its policies—
DK. Japanese PM Takeo Fukuda
last night expressed the hope that
the  Sino-Japanese treaty would
strengthen werld peace but it's
more immediate impact is likely
to be ap increase in trade and ece-
nomic co-operation betwezn
the two countries. The US yester-
day welcomed the eonclusion of
the Sino-Japanese Peace apd Co-
operation Treaty saying it promo-
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ted peace and stability in Asia.
The Soviet ‘Union swiftly condsm-
ned the newly-concluded - Sino-
Japanese treaty it copflicted with
detente  and presented a''tre-
mendous danger” for the natiops
of South West Asia—CDN.

MONDAY, AUGUST I5: The
President who inaugurated werk
on the Maduru Oya Reservoir
Project yesterday said that those
who advocated strikes, go slows
and other acts to obstruct the
government's development pro-
gram failed to realise that they
were working not against the gov-
erpment but agaipst the people
and their progress. Job opportu-
nities in the private sector for
several catogeries of employees
have shown an upward trepd in
the first three months of this year
as compared with the correspond-
ing period last year. Every village
will have a vigilance Committee
as a part of the new peolice campaign
to combat the rising wave of crime.
Seven million Rs. worth of science
laboratory equipment has  besp
gifted to Sri Lanka schools by
UNESCO, Great Britain, West Ger-
many and Jlapan. Rehabilitation
and new planting of cocoa ip 20,000
acres in the cocoa triangle of Matale-
Kurunegala-Teldepiya will be star-
ted soon; the project will ex-
tend over a five year period apd
cost Rs. 72 million—CDN. The
President will take his oaths as
the first Executive President under-
the Constitution of the Democ-
ratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lapka on September 7 in the NSA,
Officials of the Fisheries Corpora-
tion claimed before the Cabipet
sub-Committee on the cost of
living last friday that fish was avai-
lable in plenty and consequeyitly
the prices had come down—CDM.
The President is expected to ratio-
nalise the allocation of subjects
and. functions amongst the cabipat

of mipisters by re-shuffling the
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Cabinet shortly . after the 'passage
of the new constitution. . The
Ruhunu Campus of the Upiversity
of Sri Lanka will be ipauguratea
by the President on August 27
at Medawatte, Matara, Sri Lapka's
population reached 13,940,000 by
the end of last year—SU. The
Hotels Corporation is pnow in 2
state of bapkruptcy; in 1977 they
had a debt of one million and now
they are unable to pay salaries to
employees—ATH. Left wingers in
the SLFP are perturbed that the
Peking wing will have more powsr
inside the party after the amend-
ments to the party copstitution—
DM. Lakhs of Rs. worth of hand-
locm textiles are stocked at various
places as they cappot be sold due
to the large amounts of imported
textiles on the market—LD. Ten
interpationally known Roman catho-
lic theologians called for reforms
of the papacy and new style of
pope in a formal declarztion—CDM.
At least 13 people have been killed
in the latast violence which has
swept through several Iranian cities
in the past few days. More than
45 people were dsad or missing
in massive landslides, severe floods
and road accidents throughout
Northern Phillippines where three
days of torrential monsoon rains
damaged bridges and road and rail
links—SU.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST |6:
Mr. A. C. de Zoysa continuing
his address before the Special:
Presideptial Commission said Mr.
Felix Dias Bandarapaike was dis-
honest and revealed cabinet secrets
to his brother in law’s advantages.
The Bank of Ceylon and the Natio-
nal Apprenticeship Board have
jointly launched a scheme to assists
persons trained in skilled crafts
to set themselves up in s:lf-employ-
ment. Any trade mopopoly—whe-
ther state or private sector—was
impracticable and the consumer
was the final sufferer said the Minis-
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ter of Trade. .The American gov-
erpment- has @greed to allow Sri
Lanka . to . utilise moneys realised
by the sale of American flour for
dsvelopment projects and to pro-
vide liquidity to the co-operativs
sector. An accelerated five year
program to make Sri. Lapka self-
sufficients in rice, sugar, milk-
coarse grains and pulses has been
prepared by the Ministry of Agri-
culture on the orders of the Minis-
ter of Agriculture—CDN. Britain's
Queen Elizabeth would  be re-
moved as Canada's Head of State
upder recommerdations 2nnounced

by the Canadian Bar Association—

CDM. Goverpment will today
move several amendments to the
Copstitution Bill when the NSA
meets in the afternoon. The Spe-
cial Presidential Commission of In-
quiry into the Irregularities of the
previous government adjourned till
August 28.  Regional Transport
dapots in the north are copsider-
ing the feasibility of cancelling
night bus services throughout the
Jaffna Peninsula in view of the
frequent highway robberies— SU.
The Mipister of Trade is soop
to hold talks with Ipdian officials
in' regard to the export of Tamil
newspapers periodicals and films
to India—VK. The White Paper
on Employment Relations which
will be 2fféctive only in the govern-
ment ana corporation sector -will
be tabled in the NSA shortly. The
amocunt of money- circulating in
the country has increased by Rs.
630 million in the first three
months of this year—ATH, The gov-
ernmepnt iz consideripg reducing
the period of traiping for doctors
to three Iinstead of the pressnt
five years due to the acute shortage
of doctors in the country—DM.
Australians were hit today with
more income tax and higher prices
for alcohol, cigarettes and petrol
in the budget aimed at reducing
inflation to five percent by the
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middle of next month. The dollsr
sapk further and the price of gold
soared from. record to record as
dealers turped o métal to sscaie
the uncertaipties of the currency
crisis—CDN.  Britain's* Queen  Eli-
zabeth would be refroved 2s hesd
of state upder recommendations
announced by the ipfluential Capa-
dian Bar A.sociation. The Congo's
ruling military Council foiled ap
attempted coup d'etat President
Joachim Yhombi Upangs aonouf-
c2d—CDM. Sl
THURSDAY, - AUGUST 1%
The Constitution of -the. Democ-
ratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
was adoptd in the NSA yzsterday;
it was unocopposed in its final read-
ing; the PM announced that the new
copstitution will be promulgated
Paddy produc-
tion for Maha ‘77-78 was 61,626,000

‘bushels—an all time record for the
‘Maha season; the comparative pro-

duction for the previous mzha

‘was 54,833,000 pushels. Al teacher

trapsfers have been stopped with
immediate effect; a new transfer
scheme which will ensure that-all
schools are adequately staffed will
come into effect ' from Japuary
next year. The goverpmept has
increased the price. of all ' ciga-
rettes by five cerits and “the pricz
of ‘special’ arrack by Rs. 1.60 =

‘bottle and the price of:<goconut

arrack by Rs.”1.80-a bottld—CDN.
The government “has reduced. by
‘half ‘the “duty of 1009 -imposéd
earlier on the import ‘of TV sets—
CDM. The government is to set
up a new -Department of Intfernal
Trade with a view to implemen-
ting the goverpment's pledge to
protect Consumers from ' ufscru-
pulous traders. The Fort ‘and
Pettah will be prohibited areas
for the parking of lofries from to-
day—SU. The PM said in the NSA
yesterday after the 3rd reading of
the new constitution that no citi-
zen of this couritry will henceforth
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be a second grade citizen—VK.
One of the amendments moved- by
the PM in the NSA enables the PM
to act for the President in his abs
sence and for the Speaker to act
for the PM—EN. The President
has decided after talks with the
Leader of the Opposition to take
over the administration of laffna,
Mapnar and Vavuniya himself with-
cut appointing district ministers—
ID. The Ministry of Health is taking
steps to reduce the number of
years of training for a purse from
3 to |} years—DV. China's lzader
Hua Kua Fepg, making the first
visit for more than two decades
outside Asia by a Chinese. CP
Chairman arrived in Bucharest to
an enthuastic welcome from officials
and Romanian citizens. The British
PM is thinking of appointing a
minister of Marriage to try to keep
families together—CDN. Officials. of
of the Central lIrapian city of
Isfahan said that all those respon-
sible for apti-government rioting
last week which led to the imposi-
tion of martial law had been ar-
rested—CDM. Indian Parliament
will hold a debate tomorrow on
the alleged infiltration by armed
Pakistanis into the Himalayan states
of Jammu and Kashmir—SU.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 18: The
Food authorities have cautioned
the government that rising inter-
nationa] prices of flour have sent
the pational food budget haywire
and more funds would be essential
to retain current flour subsidy
levels. Sri Lapka's international
tea trade for middle and low qua-
lity teas is likely to come to a halt
very soon resulting in tremepdous
losses to the country's economy
according to a large nUmber of
tea exporting firms which mow
face bankruptey. Under the latest
Customs regulations a Sri Lankan
returning home after a stay abroad
of 730 days will be allowed free
baggage uptd the value of Rs.

25
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20,000; a7y excess upto- Rs. 40,000
will. be liable to customs. duty at
25%, of the value of the baggage—
CDN.  The Ministry of Food' and
Co-operatives  will provide better
quality rice both on and off the
ration through the co-operativas

- after com; laints about the quality

of the rice. Frequent brzakdowns
in the distribution of drugs to hos-
pitals are due to lack cf sufficient
staff at the State idedical Storss
and inadequate trapsport faci-
lities zccording to health depart-
ment sources. Eight students of
the Peradeciya Campus of the
University of Sri Lanka who were
suspended on February 2 for put-
ting up black flags agaibst Mr. 1. R.
Jayewardene being elected President
of Sri Lanka were yesterday expelled
from the upniversity—CDM. A more
effective family Planning Programme
is to be launched in the plantation
sector to control and regulate
the baby boom in that sector.
The Minister of Economics in the
Federal Republic of Germany Dr.
Otto Graf Llamsdorfi arrived i
the island yesterday on a four day
official visit as part of an Al'sian'
tour. Legislation will be introduced
soon for on-the-spot fines on er-
rant motorists, jay ~walkers and
litterbugs.  Sri Lapka has sought
UN assistance to recruit 150 doc-
tors and 50 engineers preferably
from the Phillinines, India 2nd
Pakistan said a UN official—SU.
Mr. S. Thondaman leader of the
CWC said that though he apd
the TULF may share similar ideas
regarding certain problems in com-
mon, It cannot be concluded ne
had any connection whatever with
the ‘Tamil Eelam Policy’ of the
TULF—DP. The Minister of Tradz
said that he was prepared to hold
discussions with the farmers in the
North regarding any problems they
may have; he further added that if
they could produce the entire
island’s” chilli peeds he- was pre-
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pared to stop the lmpcrt of chil-
Iies—‘r‘K BT 'Ceylon -Fisheries
Corporation is now having 2 buffer
stock.-of 600 tons of fish in its'Cold
Rooms ready to be released to the
general public—IDPR No. 29.7 . The
Ministry of Transpert has decided
to spend Rs. B0Q million next year
to moderpise the railivay system—
Di. The price of a pound of flour
will incresse to RS. 2 by pext week-
DK. The government is likely to
legalise horse racing—ATH. Irap
yesterday accused’ Palestinian ex-
tremists’ In helping to ferment
the lotest apti-goverpment riots
stiil flaring in severil towns—CDN.
Former Home Mipister Charan
Singh would become President of
the ruling lanata Party under a
compromsise formula floated to heal
differences within the Indian gov-
ernment—CDM. The West German
government will spend some 20,000
million marks in Third World Deve-
lopment aid over the npext four
ysars it wis apncusced in Boan:
Theé PLO has accused US ‘apd-
loracTi ageots of sstring off a éexplos
sfon "in Belrut on'SUnday in which
at ledst |35 people were reported
kr[led——SU

SATURDAY, AUGUST 19:
Sri Lapka will set up a Natiopal
Gem Reserve as 2n addition-to its
international reserves of US dol-
Tars and_é;bm\_d- sterling; it.')Ni-}l ‘be
used as 2 hedge against interpatio-
nal inflation, boost the colnery’s
world credit rating and alse act
as a collateral security in czse of
emergency. The Federal Mipistey
of Economics of the Federil Re-
public of Germany ‘said that po
country could afford to go opn sub-
siding as it made po sense. Two
Postal Depirtment employees were
arrested by the. Central Frauds
Bureau in connection with pélice
investigations into the loss "of 3
number of parcels at the Foreigy
Parcels section of the GPO' involy:
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i«lpg 8 total’ value of Rs.
" €CDN.

- of West ‘Germsny. ' The GMOA
“ has expressed copcern over the
“@yer ‘increasing number of assaults

“en their members ‘working in gov- -

#rnment medical ipstitutions. The
“-head of the Jafina campus, inaugu-
rating the medical faculty at Kaith-

ady sald that a grievance against

the Jaffna Campus was being red-

“ressed with the opening of that

faculty—CDM. = The visiting West
‘German Economics Minister
‘referring to the question of waiv-
ing of ‘debts by West Garmany
" said he was sure po indebted
* country would maks an approach
“as it would involve the country’s
- ‘reputation in the international
“ monetary market .as weéll, The
" Education Ministry requires 17,000
" more teachers to ensure that every
“gehool throughout the country will
have the required numbar of
" teachers.’
* terday announced the
““thop ‘of its famous credit card sys-
“tem in Sri Eanka.
“in future import wheat grain ins-
* tead of flour from the USA upder
“the PL 480 agreement said the
* Minister of Food and Co-operatives-
SU." The Secretary to the Ministry
" of Higher Education said that ip
‘the future there ‘will be no place

In the administration of the upi-
' versitiss for political interference

“‘and if there was such interference

‘they “would pot allow it—VK. A

" daring Fobbery took place at the

“Inuvil’ railway station day before *
where all - the

_yesterday night
*"'employees were tied up ind locked

“in"a‘room at gun point-EN The'

7 'Education Ministry has decided to

““school ‘leavers and dropouts in all
grama Sevaka areas. rha Minlster"
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50,000-..
If requiested the FDR would: -
Zrwrite- off the debt owed by Sri

Lanka to ‘Wast Germany but so-
: .'fa'r no Such request has beéen mage "
“.of Economics -

American Express yes- :
introdue--

Sri Lanka will -

- of ‘Edueatlon hopes 2o train 100,000
‘every year under this scheme—

DM, The goverpment. has declded .

to close down all upiversity hostels

the reasons for the uprest prevai-
ling in the upiversities—LD. Afgha-
nistan’s rulers have smashed a-plot
to-overthrow the new leftist gov-
ernment and arrested the defence
Minister and the Chief of Army
staff. President Canrter sald yester-
day a pew middle east war could

tiations at  the Comp David
Summit next week—CDN. Eight
Croation gun men grabbed cight
hostages at the West German
copsulate in Chicago and deman-
ded the release of Croation exile
Stephen Bulapdzig—CDM.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 20: Draft
legislation for the creation of the
new national development bank
which will. service public Sector
Corporation investment hitherto
funded from the budget has been
approved by the government, ap-
nounced the Finance Minister yes-
terday. The Fisheries Corpora-
“tion I getting the Pesalai cannery
which had long been Idle into
shape to can a rich harvest of smajl
fish now wcoming into its cold
rooms—S0.  Updergraduates who
rag freshers when the University
begins its pew academic year at
the different e¢ampuses on Octo-
" ber 3 will be dealt with severely;
a decision to this effect has beep
‘taken by the Ministry of Higher
Education. The ‘Minister of Health
has warped all private nursing
‘homes that if they fail to provide
adequate facilities for channelled
‘consultation by medical specialists
‘they would be taken over by the
government. A World Bank team'
"has approved the proposed Rs. 65
million Island Integrated Telecom-
munication complex for the Kuru-
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as they feel that they are opne of

result if lsrael and Egypt do not.
bredk the deadlock in peace nego- -

‘negala District Development pro--

. §ei Lanke: Chronlele

gmmme-ST. An island wide hunt
is op for two Australians—belleved

" to be the ‘Australian copnection’

In 4 massive ganja racket being
operated between the two couns
tries. Women in the top ranls
of the state sector have bapded
together to form a Sri Lapnka Ad-
minisirative Service Women's As-
sociation—WK. There iz a likeli-
hood of the post of the District
Minister for Batticaloa being given
to the second MP for Batticalea,
Mr. M. Kanagaratnam—ViK. The
Textile Corporation will establish
sales centres all over the island to
enable hapcloom producers to  sell
their  products—SM. Mozambique
Agricultural Mipister has been
sacked for persistently refusing to
follow a people’s policy in carrying
out his duties—50. PM lan ‘Smitn
said last night the interim Rhodesian
government had not yet made up
its mind whether to attend peace
talks with its guerilla opponents.
Nearly 40 governpment PMP’'s met
in New Delhi to voice their strong
opposition to former Home Minister
Charan Singh taking over as Presi-
dent of the ruling lanata Party—
ST. China yesterday accused the
Soviet Union at the current world
conference against racism at attempt-
ing to inilutrate Scuthern Africa and
to expand in that territory—WK,
MONDAY, AUGUST 21: The
demand for Sri Lanka tea inter-
natiopally is at its peak—prices
currently being fetched are even
surpassing those during the Korea,
boom; this is the opinion ex-
pressed by the tea trade and con-

firmed by the Minister of Finance.

Incentives will be given to all local
rubber based industries. Sri Lankap
doctors abroad are likely to serve

‘as ‘voluntary doctors for varying

periods here; the GMOA has for-

‘mulated 2 ‘volunteer medical officers

pool’ to implement this scheme.
Detectives from abroad are ex-
pected to arrive here to help trace

26



the local coppection of the ‘mtar-
national parcotics syodicme e
ponsible for smuggling 800  Kkiles
of hashish valued at Rs. 55 million
from Katupayake airport to Fumi-
cino airport in Rome—CDN. A
three member Cabipet sub-com-
mittee has been set up to rscom-
mend to goyvernment a eode for
the adoption of Sri Lapkan children
by foreigners. The results of uni-
versity admissions for 1978 which
were due by Dec. 31 may be de-
layed—CDM. The accelerated
Mahaweli development programme
is facing a mappower crisis and the
services of foreign personnel, mostly
engineers may have to be obtained
to solve the problem. The govern-
ment has shown concern over Un-
confirmed reports of Taiwanese
fishing trawlers conducting fishing
operations in our waters. The
West German Minlster of Econe-
mles who concluded a four day
officlal visit here said Srl Lanka
could become a model for economlc
development because almost every
one of the 14 milllon people of
the couptry was literata—5U. A
large pumber of applications for
passports have mysteriously dis-
appeared from the Immigration 2nd
- Emigration Office. The leader of
the TULF said that In the present
position they were in, they would
certalnly not accept the posts of
District Ministers and that they
would carry out the order placed
by the Tamil speaking people to
them—DP. TULF MP’s will pot
take their oath of allegiance to
the constitution on the seventh
but on a different day, it was decided
by them. The price of flour has
been raised to Rs. 1.12 and the
price of a pound of bread to Rs.
1.00—VK. The Belglan govern-
ment has appointed Mr. Jaquss
Graeffe 2s Ambassador to Sri Lanka
with residence in New Delhi—
IDPR No. 155[78. The Sri Lapka
government has appointed Mr. B.
§. Cooray as High Commissioner

7

to Malayst=—IDPR No. 15478 Aid.-

v © S Lagia by the world

bank may be doubled shortly.-

Most junior ministers are Interes-:
ted in getting the posts of Minls-
ters as they can be more powerful
than they aré at present—DM.
377 people were killed last night
when arsopists burped a crowded
cinema in the lraniap oil port of
Abadan, an apparept act of poli-
tical sabotage said the President
last night, Pakistap military ruler

Geperal Zia-ul-Haq will reshuffle .

his Cabinet next week to include
7 civilian politicians of the Pakistan
Nationa! Aliance—CDN.  Shah of
Iran in an Interview with Iraplap

journalists published in Teherap

sald there was considerable evidence
that the leaders on the currept
uprest in the couptry were receiv-
ing their orders from commu-
nists—SU. PM Moraji Desai said.
that he did pot think that the 17
month old Janata Party govern-
ment Was In danger of breaking
up despite a continuing leadership-
crisis—CpM.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 22: Rs.

44 million of the vote for capital-

expenditure allocated in the last-

budget has not been spent yet by

the Ministry of Education; these .

funds were meant for copstruction
work and for the purchase of
equipment and furpiture.  The
President will formally open the
Ruhupna Campus at Matara on
August 27. A ban has been placed.
on lime kilns in the East coast as
one of 2 series of stringent mea-,
sures to  prevent further rape
of the coral in the area. The Minis-
ter of Agriculture will receive a
gift of 11,600 metric tons of Urea
fertilizer worth Rs. 8 million
from West Germany today—CDN.
Runners carrylng torches of good-

will from the four corpers of the

country—Dondra, Kochchikade,. Pt.

Pedro apnd = Batticaloa—will - con~

verge on ‘the Sugathadasa Stadium
on September 7 to mark the adop-
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tlon of the new constitution. About
- 2500 primary_schools will be fully
equipped to mark, the Internationa]
Year of the Child next year. The
‘Ministry- of  Local - Government,
Housing and Construction has fina-
lised arrangements for the cops-
truction -of 16,000 houses .and flotg
at-a cost of Rs. 458 million before
“the end of the year. The River
Valleys Development Board requires
. Rs. 19,388,000 more to settle debts
to creditors in regard to IS ex-
penditure on the  Uda Walawe
scheme—CDM. The Central. Bank
Chief said yesterday that the state-
owned sector has a. responsibility
to create wealth but there are too
many examples where the net
effect has been to draw wealth
from the community and not to
contribute to it—SU. The leader
of the CWC said that with.-the
~ new constitution coming into effect,
all ‘stateless citizens’ - will . have
& chapce of going abroad apd. re-
-turping, ‘which was pot possible
all these days—VK., - 26 bus eon-
ductors who were appointed in
the Northern Province have been
relieved of their posts; this- was
because it -was found that all these
appointments were done in. an
irregular- mapper—DP. . Ousted

Home Minister Charan Singh has

_rejected an offer to - become Presi-
dent of India’s ruling Janata Party
and resolve a long leadership
crisis.  London's police Commis-
sloner renewed his call for sweeping
police powers to help combat the
country’s rising crime rate—CDN.
Floods have killed at least 75 people
and affected pearly 834,000 peo-
ple in the Northern Indian state
of Bihar. Chinese and Rumaniap
- officials at the epd of a historie
. ¥isit by Chipa’s CP. Chairman Hua
‘Kua Feng today signed 10 agree-
ments. mostly -aimed at  boosting
trade 2and- ecopnomic co-operation—
- SU. - PM lan Smith -told . Rhodestans
. yesterday it. would be dapgerous
to attend peacé talks with black
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nationalist guerillas if they per-
slsted in their demand to take
over responsibility of the country's
security—CDM.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23:
The government intends dispens-
ing with the import of rice next
year said the Mipister of Food
and Co-operatives; imports of rice
were'in the region of 530,000 metric
tons which were stepped down
last year to 262,000 metric tops.
445 worker students of the Worker's
Education - Institute  of the
University of Sri Lanka are now
sitting the first ever degree quali-
fylng examination. The Police
have noted an alarming increase
in ‘locally mapufactured weapons
in various parts of the country—
€DN. It is likely that there will
be two more ministers in the cabi-
net when the reshuffle takes place
on September 7. A Committee
of Secretaries of Ministries ap-
pointed by the government to
suggest measures to make public
corgorations viable has recommended
the appointment of a Corporation
Services Comimission. The Minis-
ter of Education expects the new
University Bill to be passed by
the NSA before October 3 whep
the new upiversity academic year
begins. The leader of the CWC
speaking "at Badulla attacked the
policies of the TULF apd said that
one could pot - expect a better
political atmosphere than the exis-
ting one—CDM. The government
has hapdpicked 20 village leaders
called '‘Change- Agents’ for train-
ing in S¥i Lanka and aboard so as
to be able to identify resources in
their own villages and advise highar
state authority on how best the
area could be developed; this pro-
gramme is being funded by the
UNDP, The Army was last night

ordered ‘to carry out joint opera-

tions. with the police in the Mor-
thern Province to curb the in-
creasing incidents of holdrups and:
robbe_ries. h)i_ isolated ga,ngs of
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_youths—SU.

It is reliably learpt
that the CWC will soon join the
government— DP. - The  govern-
ment has decided to give the con-
tract to build -the Maduru Oya
project to-a South Korean firm
which has been accusad of bribery—
ATH. A training centre for journas
lists apd personnel of the radio,
television and film media will be
set up in Sri Lanka with UN aid
it will be called the ‘Sri Lazpka
Mass Media Centre'—DV. lomo
Kenyata, father of African natio-
nalism and President of Kenya for
the last fourteen years died yester-
day. Cambodia said that the Viet-
namese government had decided
to launch a general mobilisation
in several provinces in order to
keep the army upto strength—CDN.
The death teoll in lrap’s cinema
fire disaster caused by saboteurs
in the Port city of Abadan hss
rise;; to 430, Chinesc leader Hua
Kua Feng, on a histeric Europezp
tour was welcomed by huge crowds
yesterday when he arrived in
Belgrade from Bucharest for a nine
day official visit and talks with
President Tito—CDM. The Sjeaker
told the Ipdian Parliament that
there was no evidence that PM
Moraji Desai’'s son Kanti acted
illegally in collecting fupds for
the ruling Japata Party—SU.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24:
Only about 350,000 out of an esti-
mated one million unemployed have
so far opted to accept the dole
of Rs. 50 according to government
sources.  Security at the KIA
came upder seveare test on Tues-
day night when a minister of state
is said to have forced his way into
the terminal building, the customs
area apd th2 departure loupge.
Insufficient  storage, milling and
trapsport capacities. in addition
te corruption and sabotage may
result in approximately 309 of
the estimated 38.7 million bushels
of paddy produced during the first
six mouths of this year going waste.
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The ring leader of Colombo's up-
derworld extortionist: gang was
arrested by police yesteeday—CDN.
The Ministry of Textile Industries
will establish 28 synthetic textile
plants at a cost of nearly Rs. 784
million. The Executive Com-
mittee of the  CWC sits on Sept 5
to consider whether its leader
should accept a portfolio in the
cabinet. Fifteen million yards of
textiles are lyipng upsold at the
co-operative handloom and power-
loom centres—CDM. Thz payment
of gratuitiss to workers in corpora-
tions, Boards and private sector
will in future be regulated by
permanent legislation. The adult

Motice under Section 7 of the
Land Acqguisition Act (Chap-
ter 460) as amended by the
Land  Acquisition (Amend-
ment) Act No. 28 of 1964,
Ref. No. 96/2/273-275
It is intended to acquire the land
described in the schedule below
for a public purpose. For further
particulars please see the Gazette
of the Republic of Sri Lanka No.
334 (Part iii) of 07/09/1978.
W. E. L. Fernando
Land Acquiring Officer,
Galle District.
Kachcheri,
Galle.
28th August 1978.
Schedule
Name of Land:
Agatuduwewatta alias Mahage-
darawatta
Situation:
Kahaduwa village in the DRO’s
Division of Bentota Walallawiti
Korale (South) in the Galle
District. s
Plan and Lot No.
Lot No.s 196, 197 and 198 ip
F.V.P. 608 Supplemient No. 3.
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lit_;eracy rate in-Sri Lapka has risen
by 179% in 14 years; it was €19
in 1960 and rose to 78% by 1974.
The Minister of Agriculture has
requestad the goverpment to enp-
sure that the kitul trees planted
along Galle Road (duripg the Tre:
Planting Campaign) in the city are
removed—SU.  Covernment sour-
ces revezled that when the cabipet
is reshuffled after the promul-
gation of the pew copstitution
Mr. S, Thondaman will be given a
mipisterial post— Thz ULF nas
issued a statement reguesting the
goverpmentto issue 4 Ibs of rice
per citizen at Rs. | a poUt’.d“‘VK'
Many TULF supporters including
six of their MP's zre apxious that
the TULF should accept the posts
of District Ministers—DP.  The
Ministry of Plan Implementation
has suggested that 20,000 persons
should be trained as masons—DM.
The price of medicine is expected
to increase by 23%—DK. The
government is thipking of increas-
ing the price of a gallon 'of petrol
by Rs.2.50, and a gallon of kercsene
by Rs. 1LA0—ATH., The PM will
launch a scheme to traip 6000
masons ana 3000 carpenters every
year to fill the need of these people
—DV. About 20 left wing guerilles
invaded the Nicaraguan National
Palace yesterday and siezed 50
congressmen as hostages.  The
Lower House of the Indien Parlia-
ment removed form the national
constitution a provision which
former PM Indira Gapdhi used iy
1975 to declare a state of emer
gency and [ail her political op--
ponents—CDN. The Carter admi-
nistration last night took a step to
shove up the ailing US dollar more
than doubling the amount of gold
sold atits monthly public auctions.
Mrs. Indira Gapdhi was granted
bail of Rs. 18,000 and exempted
from personal appearances until
the court orders 'her -presence.
Thousands took to the streets of
Australia’s cities today in another

round of demonstrating against last
week's budget regarded as the
toughest in 30 years—CDM.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 25: The
new goverpment in: Sri Lapka had
brought about  radical changes
in its international trading policy
which was a change from the era
of controls and restrictions which
prevailed for pearly 20 years said
Sri Lanka's minister of Trade speak-
ing at the ESCAP Conference
currently being held in New Delhi.
The Minister of Agriculture said
that a néws item appearing in the
CDN regarding the production
and storage etc of paddy was a
gross distortion of facts. Septem-
ber 8 will be 2 public holiday to
mark the promulgation of the
new copstitution—CDN, A sepe-
rate Ministry for Employment is
likely under the proposed Cabinet
reshuffle expected on Sept 7.
Paddy will be scld by public auc-
tion by the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Lands to enable millers
to get their guotas, to solve storage
problems and make space for the
expected bumper Maha harvests.
It is now certain that the leader
of the CWC will accept a port-
folio in the government; on Sept §
he will apprise the Executive
Committee of the CWC on the
view of the TULF leadership on
his taking this step—CDM. A team
of officials representing the Inter
national Civil Aviation Organisa-
tion will arrive in Sri Lanka shortly
to examipe the possibilities .of
upgrading the airfield at the Colom-
bo Airport, Katupayake—SU. Five
of the twelve guns that were lost
from the Magistrate's Court ip
Chavakachcheir during the distur-
bances last August have now been
discovered after arrests were made
in copnection with recent bus
robberies—DP"
has decided to increase the rates
for paying patientsin all govemn-
ment hospitals—EN. The United
Warking €ommittea of Trade
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Situation:

The goverpment-

Unions decided yesterday on .2
nation wide strike to protect on
the high cost of living—DK. Pakis-
tan's military ruler Zia-ul-haq for-
med a npew civilian government
and said he would hold geperal
elections by October next year.
PM Menachim Begin's government
was weakened yesterday by ‘a
three way split in the ranks of its
coalition partner the Democratic
Move for Change—CDN. The
Nicaraguan government closed all
airports and sealed off the border
with Costa Rica as it weighed
demands by left wing guerillas
holding hundreds of hostages in
the National Palace—CDM. Soviet
leader Leonid Brezhnev apnd Mop-
golian President Tzendenbal accused
China of striving for hegemony

The Land Acquisition Act

(Chapter 460) as amended by

The Land Acquisition {Amend-
ment) Act MNo. 28 of 1964

Notice Under Sectio;;_'_l{l)

Reference No. LD/C 17%
It is intended to acquire the land
described in the Schedule below
for a public puspose. For further
particulars please see the Gazetta
of the Republic of Sri Lapka No.
334 (Part iii) of 07/09/1978.
G. G. A. Malalagama
District Land Officer
The Kachcheri, :
Kandy. |
24.8.1978
Schedule

Kiriwan Eliya Village, Amba-

gamuwa ‘Korale Minor Division

Ambagamuwa Korale ‘DRO's

Division, Nuwara Eliya District.
Name of Land:

Kadawalahena Lupuwellemukalana
Plan and Lot Nos. : ;

Lot 590 in Suppl: 8 F.V.P. [14
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across the werld through bullding
up tenslon, 2nd setting up forelgn .

countries against each other—SU. .

SATURDAY,
Over 11,000 of the pearly 13 ,000
appeals received regarding poli-
tical victimisation duripg the '70-
77 period have been Iinvestigated

so far by the four committees

dealing ~ with them; pearly 9,000
of these [1,000 cases have been
referred to the government by

these committees for redress. Child-

ren of publie servants and corpora-
tion employees could be recruited
to labout .grades in government
service, boards apnd corporations
outside job bank requirements but
they can be made only with the
prior approval of the Minister
concerned; this. concession has
been granted by the President. The
handloom textile industry in Put-
talam" which  provided - employ-.
ment for ‘a workforce of 15,000 is

in -imminent ‘danger. of ‘closing ~

down. . The Natiopal Milk Board

will soon increase the price paid -

to suppliers for milk and stream-

line its collection . network in a

bid to
of mitk—CDN-
irrigation, Power and Highways
has set a target of prowdmg elec-
tricity for 5000 villages in five
years, = About 900,000 public and
corporation officers will take their
oath "of
Constitution from Sept 7 cnwards.

set up _ the supply

Two, .GCE (Advanced -level) exa-
: ﬂghtlng was still going on—CDM

minations will be held next year;

one. for those . who have sat the

GCE;. 'Q‘ level and- the: other for

those who have sat the NCGE and
are preparing for the HNCE. Doc-

tors in local government service
will also be

CDM. -
thatciall foreign investors in Sri
Lankas FTZ be provided wzth a

mmra _system__ of  telecommunis

e AT

TagnRie siptanbar's, oG

AUGUST  26:

The Minister of

allegiance to the New

eligible to Import_'
cars for their personal use accord-
ing to a government “decision— -
Government has directed. -

‘cation ‘whereby they could directly

-dlal their: respective countries from
“their: factory site in. Sri Lanka—3U.

The government of Maldives has
appolnted Mr, M. M. Hussain,
permanunt ‘Representative of the
Republic’ of Maldives to the UN,
as Ambassador of the Maldives
to Sri Lapka—IDPR No. 157/78. The
head of the Naga Vihara, Kadawat-
tage Napdarama naike thero testi-
fying before ‘the Sapsoni Com-

“mission sald that Jaffna was already

operating like a separate state—VK,
The former President William
Gopallawa has been appointed as
a JP to all districts of the island—
DM. The older section of the CP
has launched a scheme to throw
out the powerful youth leaders as
the first step in smashing the facti-
onalism which is undermining the
authority of the older leaders—
ID. Nicaraguan President Somoza
vowing to resist all attempts to
oust hime from office faced a general

strike oply hours after meeting.

left wing guerilla demands for the
release of 59 jailed sympathisers

and safe passage out of the coun-

try—CDN. ~ Unknown air pirates
hijacked a TWA plane with 79
passengers and a crew of Il aboard
on 2 New York to Geneva flight

" and demanded the release of dic-

tator Adolf Hitler's deputy Rudolf
Hess, serving a life sentence in
West Berlin—SU.  Zambia sald
yesterday South African troops
had attacked ‘border town of
Sesheke killing 12 civillans and that

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21. ‘1 ask '

all of you to join me. Forget poli-

tics, forget every other thing and

join me to develop this country’
said the President at the opening of
pilgrims rest in Matara. TV pro-

‘grammes to be introduced in Sri

Lanka early next year must cop-
form to certain standards and ‘be

legal, clean,  honest.and truthful’

“according to the draft Ieglslatlon
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to be incorprated under the Broad-
:casting Corporation Law applis
The:

‘cable to TV operators here.
study of the 'link language’—Tamil
for the Sinhala student and vice
versa— will form the common
core of subjects for students from
next year—ST. A cabipet sub com-
mittee on industries has been
appointed by the government to
go into the cases of local industries
which deserve assistance and could
be a boon to the growth of the
natiopal ecopomy. The govern-
ment has apprcved Rs, 1,050 for
expansion of the Sapugaskande oil
refinery said the Chairman of the
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation. The
Employment and Manpower division
of the Ministry of Plan Implemen-
tation has reported ap upward
trend in private sector job op-
portunities during the second
quarter of this year—SO. Seven
fudges who will constitute the
supreme court and five Juges who
will form the Court of Appeal
have been appointed, —WK.

LETTER

The Imported Meat
Racket

Sir,

Your last page “Confidentially”
article In the [9th August Iissue
is a very good illustration of how
stupid we can be.  Undeniably
we have a shortage of meat, fish
and fowl. Undeniably too, these
are the results of the previous
Goverpment’s misdeeds. All these
facts will not help the copsumer
to get his proteins within his
means. What he is asking is, his
food,  wholesome—within his
daily wage of Rs. 7/-. He is not in-
terested in Australian beef at Rs.
9/- a pound with or without bones;

curry lamb at Rs. 10/~ a pound,
broiler chicken at Rs. 13/25 2 pound

etc. . Here in Capada where the
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From Our Readers-

minimum wage s around - £ 5.00
an hour not for am 8 hour day, a
chicken is around £ 1.00 a pound.

This is where we are stupid: ' Our.

whole system of pricing is lopsided
and we seem to think oply of the
few who can shop at Elephant
House. And for that few we are
spending hard to get foreign
exchange te  import “large
orders” of frozen meat from
Australia, New Zealand, Sweden,
Americas,

According to your report ope
company alone has placed an order
for 650,000 Ibs. of meat. | hope
your figure is correct. | capnot
imagine any government allowing
this import at such prices when we
have seven million people who
cannot pay fifty cents for two ounces
of dry fish of the lowest quality!
We do pot seem to have been
endowed with any kind of imagi-
nation. Why should we—a poor
country—pay rich farmers to main-
tain thenselves in a rich country?
Did we not decry this kind of ex-
ploitation during the Colonial
times? | agree there is the urgency
for food, but not for the class who
shop at Elephant House. By all
means, let us keep that class happy
but our first priority is to keep
those who sweat and labour to
build up the country.

Let us Import the meat, with
duty or free of duty. But at the
same time take meaningful steps
to recuscitate the livestock industry
as quickly as possible, How eould
this be done? In a sltuatwn like
this the Government should sum-
mon a meeting of all livestock
breeders to a conference—poultry,
cattle, pigs, sheep and goat bree
ders—| know these are several
and they did well during 1965-
1970 and find out what thelt im-
mediate _requirements are, feed
breeding stock, medicines, equip-
ment and implements. Then orga-

nize the import of these requlre-

ments as quickly as possible. Except

for beef all the other varieties of
‘meat can be produced ip the coup-
ry within two years.

importing 650,000 Ibz. of meat, with

Instead. of. -

that foreign exchange let u; import

6,500 tons of feed and we will have
all the chickens etc. at a price our
people can buy.

This is where | say we lack ima-
ginatiogn, Let the government
have a direct dialogue with the
producers regularly and place op
them the opus of producipg all
the meat we need. Let the gov-
ernment and the producers com-
munpicate regularly till the goods
are delivered. We seem to take
the time of least resistapce. “Ask
some one to import the meat
ready for the table and the head-
ache is over.”

If our attitudes are like this,

we can never build up our

country. Let us think of the
hard way. It will build
up an industry; it will pre-
vide employment; and most
of all we have found a

permanent solution to our .

problem.

What we should do pow Is to
get all the breeders together ajd
have a direct talk with them to

of the industry. For this, official
circulars ete. will not do. Let the
Hon. Minister and his officials deal-
ing with subject haye a direct talk
with the producers and together
find a solution. This kind of direct
approach is urgent in the present
context, | hope some official will
act on this suggestion.

Lafayette,
Indiana, USA. .
25.8.78
2.

_ R.Kahawita -
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Acquisitiun At O
(Chapter 4é0) as amended By o

‘Land

‘The Land Acquisition (Amend~
' menc) Act No. 28 of 1964
Natice Under Section ?(I) i
Reference No. LD/F 425 1
It is intended to azquire the-land
described in the Schedule below -,
for a public purpose. . For further .
particulars please see the Gazette, : .
of the Republic of Sri Lanka, No:
334 (Part iii) of 07.09.1978.
R. B. Bulumuila
Assistant Govemment'kgenp i
Kandy District. &

. The Kachcheri.

Kandy.
25th August 1978
; Schedule
Situation: +; " s
Kalotuwawa ' village, Welagama, -
village, Godatale village, -~ in

Pallepalata Korale,- Minor- Di:vi-'
slon, Tumpane, - D.R.O's - Divi-. .=
© sion, Kapdy District, - .

“Name of Land:

Habeebland Estate alias
Hatbawa Estate

Plan and Lot Nos. i
Lots 256, 257, 258 & 259 in Suppl: |

. 2FV.P. 176
find out at first hand the preblems =

| Lots 744, 746, & 747 in Supppl
1-E.V.P. 2
. Lots 415 in SuPpI 4 EV.P. l?’T'_.._, 1

Situation: it

Inguruwatte  Ereemipne

Uda:

villages in Gantawa Kerale Mifor:

Division, ~Waudaweli - ‘Hathpaty~ =
 DIR.O’s  Division;” 'Kurunegala ™~

District. = WEERAR i e
Name of Land '

. Habeehland Estate a!tas
Hathbawa estate =

Plan and Lot Nos. :

- Lot 273 in Suppl: 4 FVP
© Lot329 in Suppl: 2 F.V.P;

1528 =
1529 -
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Confidentially

Freight Mystery

i5 IT NOT A FACT that there is
much speculation in knowledgeable
political and commercial circles
about the cases that have been
filed in the Colombo Courts re-
garding disputes in regard to' the
freight charges for Food Depart-
ment cargo! That it is pot known
how many such cases have besp
filed (and interim injunstions ob-
tained) but particulars of two cases
have been reported in the Sun?
That in the issue of August 10, the
Sun reported under the heading
COURT  ISSUES INJUNCTION
AGAINST SHIPPING FIRM that:
“The Colombo District Court has
issued an injunction against a
shipping . firm, Timpuship Ltd., of
Monrovia, Liberia and its ™ local
agents Abeysmgt‘e & Co., Shipping
Ltd., restraining them from receiv-
ing a sum of money from the Food
Commissioner's  Dspartment  as
freight charges for ‘a consignment
of flour shipped for the Depart-
ment. This is a sequel to apother
shipping firm, Kylemore Bay Ship-
ping Co. Ltd., of Monrovia, Literia

chiiming that they had chartered
one of their shipping vessels
to- Timpuship Ltd., and that

this company had failed to pay
them the due hiring charges. The
shipping vessel in question, SITIA
SUN, carrying 11,250 metric tons
of wheat flour obtained under the
PL 480 agreement from- America.
...According to the injunec-
tion aplication of Kylemore Ltd.,
the vessel: ‘SITIA SUN' had bezn
chartered by the plaintiff company
to Timpuship Ltd., and in February
this year, Mr. P. M. Hassan, Food
(;ommiq*loger had entered into
an agreement in. New York on
behalf of the Srilanka Government
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with "Timpuship Ltd., to ship a
consignment of flour amounting
to 11,250 metric tons to Sri Lanka.
According to the terms of this
agreement, the Food Commissioner
was to pay Timpuship about 500,000
US dollars as freight charges. Mean-
whila under the contract between
the plaintiff company and Timpu-
ship, Timpuship had to pay charter
hire and other amounts totalling
US dollars 208,359.63 (Rs. 3,125,
394.45)." That on August 2i,
1978, the Sun under the heading
JUDGE ISSUES INTERIM  IN-
JUNCTION reported: “The Act-
ing District Judge of Colombo,
Mr. A. V. Guparatne, has issued
an interim ipjunction restraining
Roton Vander Shipping Ltd , agents
of Uni Ogsap Lines, from receiving
any payment as freight charges
from the Food Commissioper's De-
partmsnt in respect of a consign-
ment of wheat flour shipped to
Colombo by Uni Oc2an Lines.
The order by thz ludge came on
an application filed in Court by
Messrs Daline Maritime Inc, ‘of
Menrovia, Liberia who have claimed
that thair vessel ‘LEFTHERO' was
charterad to Uni Ocsap Lines
and that this company had failed to
pay -the charter fees. Ths sum
claimed in US dollars is 63,368.28
or Rs. 950°425.20 The chartered
vessel LEFTHERO had been used
by Uni Qcean Lines to ship 20,500
metric tons of wheat flour upder
the PL 450 agreement to Sri Lanka.
The Food Department had entered
into a contract for the shipment.
of this flour with Uni Ocean Lines.
The Uni Ocezn Lines {Pte) Ltd.,
is a company in Singapcre. The
Judge, while restraining the local
agents of Uni Ocean Lines from re-
ceiving the payment from the Food
Comm.issioner’s Department as
freight charges for shipping the
consignment of wheat flour, made
no order in respect of Uni Ocean
Lines—the first respondent. The
Food Commissioner, Mr. P, M.
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Food Commissioner Must Explain

‘Hassan was made a party to this
action for purposes of notice’?
That, from all this, a pumber of
intriguing questions have arisen?
That firstly, it has caused concern
in VIP circles that the Food De-

partment should be imolved in

this type of dispute? That the news-
paper report does not disclose
the amount that Uni Ocsan Lines
Ltd., charged the Food Conimis-
sioper’s Dept., but it had contrac-
ted with Deline Maritime lnc. to
carry the shipment of 20,500 tops
for US £ 63,358.25 wherezs in the
prewous case the vessel was hired by
Timpuship from Kylemore to carry
11,250 tons for US & 208359.00
but charged the Fooed Commissioner
about $ 500,0002 That without
more particulars it is hard to make
any infersnces or draw any conclu-
sions? That if the press reports
are correct, an ipvestigation is
called for? That it must be ascer-
tained why the Food Commissioner's
Dept. contracted with firms, which
had no wvessels to carry PL
490 consignments! That it s
also’ necsssary to find out why
the Food Commissioner’s Dept.,
agreed to pay Timpuship Ltd,
US & 500,000 when the actual
charges were no more than US
£208,6007 That Tribune investigators
(hard pressed for time to probe
other more urgent matters) now
haye cpe more mattsr to check—
i.e., the freight contracts of the Food
Commissicner’s Dept? That an ex-
planation -is called for in. regard
to tha big gap between the cop-
tract rates charged to the Food
Department and what the carrier
paid the owner of the vessel! That
unless satisfactory explanations arz
forthcoming it will. be pecessary
to find out how and among whom
the difference between § 500,000
and § 208,000 was split?
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TRIBUNE

cah be obtained

CHEAPSIDE
40, Gampcla Road,
NAWALAPITIYA.

NEW RAJESWARY BAWAN
74, 78, Main Street,
MATALE.

S. V. THANGARA]
24, Regal Building,
NUWARA ELIYA.

MALLIKARACHCHY & CO.
40, Main Street,
HAPUTALE.

MEW SARASWATHY STORES
73, Colombo Road,
PERADENIYA.

GAMINI RECORD BAR &
BOOK SHOP

297, Maha Veediya,

MATALE.

NAJMA HARDWARE STORES
7, Model Shop, New Bazaar,
NUWARA ELIYA.

S.P SELLAMUTHU PILLAI
25, Ambegamuwa Road,
GAMPOLA,

SIVARAJAH & CO.
4, Welimada Road,
BANDARAWELA,

CENTRAL MEDICAL STORES
74, Main Street,
HATTON.

CROWNS
27, South Lane,
BADULLA.

SEVAKA LAKSHMAN
RANASINGHE

Sevaka Sevana,
BANDARAWELA.

CHANDANA BOOK SHOP

KATUGASTOTA.

Printed aid Published by S. P. Amarasingam, for Tribune Publications at Tribupe Prigters  *
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Management Consultants Lid. - =
Insurance Consultants Ltd. -

Insurance Institute Of Ceylon -

Pioneers In Sri Lanl(a '

Established 1956
Founder Director, Dr. Linus SiIv_a__:__
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