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| etter Prom The Editor

Ol.)& €OVER PICTURE this week is 2 rare showplece plx. It Is not often
that a photographer has the luck to catch a pair of chestahs in such a happy
frame of mind. We have used the picture to symbolise the atmosphere
of induced euphoria which has overtaken this country in the last two weeks
with 2ll the tamashas connected with the inauguration of the new Copsti-
tution, W¥e have had spectacular parades, displays, marathons, cultural
shows, mass swearing-In ceremonies, speeches, special pumbers, supplements,
lavish advertisements—everything that propaganda and the media can
p_»rqduce--_to overwhelm peogple with a feeling that all their troubles would
be over with the inauguration of what must upndoubtedly be called the
Jayewardepe Constitution to usher in the Jayewardene Era. The new era,
for good or for bad, was inauguratea with 2 fanfare upequalled before in the
contemporary history of the island. And this has been dope with sucy
aplomb that.a.sense of complacent well-being has begun to pervade the
country. Even the vociferous noise-makers on the Marxist fringe and the
raucous shouters of communal slogans have been subdued into relative stlence.
The thirty percent vote-getters of the 1577 elections have not carrizd their
objections to the New Constitution and New Eraevento the point of hoist-
ing black flags in  their strongholds, although they were pot averse to
joining a.ope-day protest geperal strike op September 7 if the JCTUO was
able to organise one to condemn “increased prices” and “inroads Into
freedom’. The ULF which has damned the new Conpstitution as a bourgeois-
fascist device, held a protest demonstration at the Old Town Hallin Colombe
on-September 7, but it did not seem to cause any headaches to the goverg-
ment. The JVYP welcomed, the Copstitution as an advapce of the 1972
Constitution and has sworn to fight the SLFP and ULF with relentless fury
whilst proclaiming that it wlll pot take to arms 2gain. Sigpificantly, the
leadership_of the TULF made a fervent appeal to its “militant youth” and
other pro-Eelam hot-heads ot to trigger any protest demonstrations that
might result in untoward repercussions. In sharp coptrast to the sterile
and negative policies of the TULF, the CWC, (until recently an integral part
of the now disintegrated TULF) has adopted positive and forward-looking
policles copsistent with the best interests of the Indian Tamil community.

Very. correctly the CWC opted to join the Goverpmept when Mr.

Thondaman was igvited to §oin the Cabipet. The layewardene Era has thug
been enthroned not only in rare tranquility but also in the belief that the
foundatiops for natlonal upity are being faid, though In stages. But
this does not rnean that the millepium has begun. Op the contrary, there
are many diffi :ulr. problems, which if pot solved quickly, will erupt into a
national conﬂagraucn within 2 very short time. At this time of jubilation
and pious hopes and happy resolutions it would be inappropriate to detai]
the dangers that lurk in the background, foreground and the underground
of Sri Lanka's current politics, Prices are steadily creeping up every day,
and UNP punditry has attempted to explein that high prices and ipflation
are inevitable in grov/th and that t.is could be satisfactorily met with higher
wages. At the moment, many families are oply able to make both andg
meet on earnings fron the Middle East, Africa, UK, USA, Canada and other
countries. But alarger number of people are belng slowly but surel; thruse
into respectable pauperdom. I the ultimate aga‘qsss. only increased pro~
duction can help to narrow the gan betweep prlces and wages and also
contain rupaway ipflation.  But there are no signs 2as yet of a substantial
increase in productivity or production in spite of fervent appeals by the
President, Prime Ministzr and other Ministers. The writing on the wall
op this matter Is not epcouraging.
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EDITOR'S _ NOTEBOOK

Jayawardene

Era

ON:  THE ASTROLOGICALLY
VERY AUSPICIOUS DAY of
September 7, and at a very aus-
picious time determined by astro-
logers, Mr. J. R. Jayewardepa
took his oaths as President upder
the new Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic
of 5ri Lapka. The Copstitution had
been promulgated at midnight of
September 6 by special Presidential
decree.

After being sworp in, the Pregj-
dent made a short speech in which
he drew attention to the basic
essentials in the new Constitution.
His speech was as follows: ““You
have solemnply declared and affirm-
ed or sworn that you will upheld
and defend the Constitution of
the Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lapka. | am addressing you
as the first elected President under
this same Constitution. During
the recent debate the genesis of
the ideas now enshrined in the
Constitution were mentioned apnd
Honourable Members and the Pub
lic are pow fully aware of them.

I' wish to mention one or two
matters which enlarge the de-
mocratic freedoms the peopla

possess and thereby distinguish-
this Constitution from the Consti-
tutions than preceded it. When
we departed from a monarchial
form of government which prevai-
led in our country unbroken for
2,516 years from King Vijaya to
Queen Elizabeth |1, and adopted
a Republican -form of government
in May 1972, we enshrined for the

first time in the Constitution, the-
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Sovereignty of the people. In this
Constitution we extend that Sove-
reignty to include the process of
government, fundamental rights
and the frapchise. The Constitu-
tion goes further and ensures that
the term of office of the President
and the duration of Parliament,
as the case may be, capnot be in-
creased beyond six years unless
approved by the People at a Re-

ferendum.  The possibility of a
long and continuous period of
government under the provisions

of the Public Security Ordinance
by emergency regulations has been
done away with. Parliament must
now debate and vote on every
resolution by which the Ordinance
is invoked. After 3 months it must
be passed by a two-thirds maio-
rity.

“The Judiciary is established,
its independence protected and
Judges appointed under the Cops-
titution and not left to laws pas-
sed by Parliament. The freedom
of the individual is epshrined apd
protected in a charter of libertiss.
Fundamental rights have beep made
justiciable. The citizen is not mere-
ly protected against posssible legis-
lative discrimination, but is even
provided remedies against an im-
minent infringement of his rights
by executive or administrative
action. Certain Bills are submitted
for approval to the People by Re-
ferendum apd their verdict is also
sought' on any question which the
President thinks is of national im-
portance. Provision is made for
the establishment of the office of
Parliamentary Commissioner for
Administration
investigate and report on the ip-
fringement of fundamental rights
and other injustices.  Parliament’s
rights are further safeguarded. The
advice and suggestions of Members
of Parliament- both Goverpment
and Opposition are sought through
Consultative Committees. Appoint-
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{Ombudsman) to

New Censtitution

ments to high offices are ipvesti-
gated by similar committees. Parlia-
ment maintains its traditional
rights of censuring the government
and of voting on the anpual and
supplementary finance bills and
resolutions. :

"This Constitution also departs
from the previous ones in that
the people vote pot for an indi-
vidual but for the political parties
that sesk their support. Members
are elected according #o the pro-
portion of the votes cast for the
parties thereby ensuring fairer re-
presentation ip the legislative strict-
ly according to the votes cast for
the parties. This Constitution
ensures that every citizen, whe-
ther he belongs to 2 mazjority or
minority, racial, religicus or zaste
group enjoys squal and basic human
rights and opportunities. - Exe-
cutive Power is vested in 2 Presi-
dent elected every six years by
the whole nation. He is responsible
to Parliament for the dues execu-
tion and performance of his powers.
The Cabinet of Ministers of which
the President is the Head is col-
lectively responsible and answerable
to Parliament.

“Henourable Members, | have
attempted briefly to outline some
of the basic features of the Con
tution which comes into force
today. It has elevated the Peogle
to the highest possible place in
the governing of their country by
permitting them by Referendum
to participate directly in decid-
ing some of the laws that goverp
them. No dictator-motivated
individual or group of individuals
can govern for more than six yearsg
without the People's permission
granted at a Referendum.

“This  Constitution takes
its place among those of the
developed nations of the free
World, nay more, we set an
example others mcy choose
to follow. We have retained

2



Jayawardeee Era

. the fundamental democratic
features of our political past.
At the same time, we have
introduced certain unique de-
mocratic innovations which
ensura the Sovereignty of our
people and the continuance

,.of stable constitutionz|
government.”

“As far as is possible in a Cons-
titution the democratic freedoms
| mentioned earlier and the Rule
of lJaw have been enshrined and
protected from erosiopn. All these
however have to be implemented
by these persops elected and selec-
ted to work this Constitution,
the President, the Members of the
Legislature, including the Spzaker,
the Prime Minpister, the Ministers
and the Members of Parliament,
the Judiciary and so many others,
such as State Officers. As one who
first conceived the ideas contained
in this Conpstitution and steered
the Conpstitution Bill until it was
presented to this House, | have
pledged before you that | will to
the best of my ability uphold and
defend it. | will also perform my
duties and functions as President
not only in accordance with this
constitution, nay more | will en-
deavour to expand and broadep
the freadom it creates until my
countrymen are assured tnat the
ever-widening freedoms they en-
joy where the mind is free ana can
express itself without fear cap
never again be taken away from
them."

After a simple ceremony to
inaugurate the pew Constitution,
in the Parliament, twenty four
Cabipnet Ministers took thzir oaths
at the lapadipathi Mapdiraya. Mr.
Yincent Perera, Minister of Parlia-
mentary Affairs and Sports. who
was away in Italy for the ipstallation
of the new Popz, wmas not presept
and took his oaths on his returp
op September 8 : =

Mr. S. Thondaman and Mr. Ranil
Wickremasinghe were sworn in

as Cabinet Ministers., Mr. Apapda
Tissa de Alwis who had beep re-
elected Speaker for the Ipnaugura-
tion is likely to be sworn in as a
Cabinet  Mipister . (Information,
Breadcasting and Tourism) on Sep-
tember |4 (some had suggested earlier
item it may be on September 21).
A boxed itm elsewhere in this issue
sets out the pew Cabinet and the
allocation of departments under
different Mipisters

An analysis of the re-shuffle of
departments and portfolios show
that the two most affected are the
former Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, and that of Power, Irri-
gatian and Highways. Power apd
Highways have gone to a pew
Minister D. B. Wijetunge (formerly
in charge of Information and Broad-
casting) whilst Gamini Dissanayake,
in addition to his lrrigation has
been given Llands, Land Develop-
ment and Mahaweli Deyelopment.
It canpnot be said that Gamini
Dissapayake has “'lost” much in
ra-shuffle. In fact, the new arrange-
ment makes him supreme in lLand
Development but the separatiop
of Power from Irrigation can be
problamatic because the bulk of
the electric’t; generated in the
island is from hydro-power which
is iptimately tied up with Irriga-
tion Projects.

The Minister who has suffered
mest is undoubtedly Mr. E. L.
Senznayake. He is now described
as the Minister of Agricultural
Development and Research. He
now has oply the Department of
Agriculture, the farms it rups,
the research upits upder it, and the
Survey and Forest Departments, etc.
He has fost Land and Land Develop-
ment.
lost  Livestock., 'the Milk Board
and Oils & Fats Corporation which
have gone to Mr. Thondaman as

Minister of Rural Industrial Deye-:

lopment (who has also been al'ot-
ted the Tobacco Corporation, In-
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He has amonpg other things:

dustrial Development PBoard, etc.
etc.) The Paddy Marketiig Board
has been taken over from Mr.
Senanayake by the President. Mrs.
Wimala Kannangara who had b;en
sworn in July 1977 as Minister of
Tourism, Shipping and Awviation,
lost Aviation to the President about
eight months ago. Now Shipping
has gope to Lalith Athulathmudali
to strengthen his Ministry of Trade.
Mrs. Kapnangara is pow Minister
of Rural Development (z depart-
ment which over the years has
gravitated betwesn Local Govern-
ment and Home Affairs). Mr.
Ranil 'Wickremasinghe has beep
placed iy charge of Youth Affairs
and Employment, and Mr. Aparde
Tissa de Alwis will have 2 senior
rank as a Minister of State (and
be iy charge, among other matters
as yet upspecified, of Information.
Broadcasting ana Tourfsm).

In the new configuration of inner
governmental power, one year after
the UNP came to power. sevep
mopths after the presidential systzm
was introduced and immediately
after the ipauguration of the new
Constitiition, it will be seep that
the changes in the Cabipet will
strengthen the hands of the Presi-
dent Mr. 1. R. Jayewardene. Mr.
Anznda Tissa de Alwis will be a
tower of strength to the President
in the Cabinet apd the Parliament.
And the two other new
Ministers will also be strong JR
adherepts.

No senior mipister or leader
of the UNP is today in =a
position te challenge the undis-
puted supremacy of J. R. Jaye
wardene, but if apy Minister or a
group of Parliameptarians become’
uprealistic enough as to challenge
him, he will find that JR has net
only strengthened his position in
the Cabipet {in the appointing of
new Cabinet WMinisters and the
allocations of fupctions) but has
constitutional powers to deal effec-

TRIBUNE, September 16, 1976 .



tively wlith dissidents and defectors
Inslde and outside Parliament.

For tha foreseeable future one
cannot expect avy serious challenge
to tne President in Parllamenteven
by the most powerful of Mipisters
or even a combination of them.
Such” powers are the npatural
pterogatives and imperatives of a
leader who has won the confidence
of the majority of the people
through the ballot box, but such
powers in the way they are set
out in our new Constitution can-
not lead to a dictatorship. This
view was also expressed by Pro-
fessor A. 1. Wilson, a Sri Lankan,
(a Jaffina Tamil and a son-ip-law
of the late Mr. S. J. V. Chelvana-
yakam), now Chairman, Department
of Political Science, University of
Naw Brunswick, Canada, in a spesch
recently at the Rotary Club of
Colombo when he spoke on “The
“(New) 1978 Constitution."”
Under the heading NEW SYSTEM
SEEKS TO COMBINE BEST OF
Us, BRITISH ' AND FRENCH
STRUCTURES, the Ceylon Daily
News of September 8 reported
as follows: “Our pnew Constitu-
tional system szeks to: combine
the best of the Americap, British
and Frénch governmental structures
whilst avoiding their defects. 'We
retain Parliamzntary government.
We provide for an executive
Prasident who is not totally iso-
fated from the legislature as his
Franch and Amarican counter-parts
ars. Our system provides for a
conveniznt division of labour bet-
wean the Chief Executive and: his
Parllamentary Reprasentatives—what
might be called a Presidential cum-
Parliamentery  type of executive”
power. Profsssor Wilson said that
the Presidancy was the pivot of the
whols system set up under the
new Copstitution. ‘What we have
failad t6 take note of in our own
cotintry is~ithat since the ~great
hartal of August 1953 we have

o

s e A R
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been a-nation In dangerous equi-
librium, In & permapent state of
crisis. And we have beep utilising
peace time, nineteepnth century,
goverpment devices and structures
to contain a crisis that has already
spilt over. The Presidential system
that is epvisaged upder our new
Copstitution, seeks to provide a
remedy for our crisi>-laden society
in a pumber of ways,’ he said. He
said the President would be a
natiopal leader elected by 2an ao-
solute majority of the electors
voting. This would create a situa-
tion in which the President could
no longer act in a sectarian fash-
icn. He would therefore be in a
better position to mobilise natio-
nal, fot sectiopal “support, for
national  development.  Professor
Wilson sald ¢hat since’ the Presi-
dent would not sit in the legisla-
ture he would be released from
the burdens of managing a Parlia-
mentary majority. ~ There 'were
manifold blessings from  this: mapi-
fold relezse; hé& sald. The Presl-
dent would be free to devote his
time apnd effort to orgapise deve-
lopment,  co-ordinate’ ~ ‘policies,
interfere in areas of activity that
needed’ attention and gesr the
administeation for ‘the urgept task
of 'speceding ‘davelopment.” He
scoffed at the fears about the Presi-
dential system . deteriorating into
a' Bonpapartiststype of non-respon-
sible rule. Apart from pointing
out the various safeguards imbulilt
in ‘the Constitution, the long years
of political experiance of the voters
ruled out that passibility, he said.”

The President and the Govern-
ment did well to make “dedication
to work' 2nd the dignity of labour
the theme of all the activities opn
September 7 when the new Cons-
titution was -inaugurated. It was
purposely made a working day to
emphasise the geed for hard work
and to spread ‘the message in even
work -places,~ schools,* hospitals
goverpment departments etc. Gov-
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ernment spokesmen urged citizens

to engage In productive work, and
the type of work done would de-
pend on the place and area. In
schools, teachers aad puplls would
clean apd improve both the schools
and the neighbourhesd. In hos-
pitals, doctors were expactad to
paint wards and Improve condi-
tions. In the rural areas sgricul-
tural work was scheduled besides
cleaning of channels, desilting tanks
etc. “What was important was
that the day should be day of work.
While the Education Department
and Department of Rural Deve-
lopmant had drawn up spezial pro
grammes the goverpment expected
all departments and =2ll goverp-
ment employees to set an example
to others ip observing Thursday
as a day of work. Even in ancilliary
activities the emphasis was on
youth, physical activity and sports.”

All this is no doubt good but
it is yet to be seen whether work-
ing people at all levels would take
up the cry for more work and deny
theselves the excesslve number
of holidays they now enjoy.

But there is another aspect to
this “dedication to work'' theme.
It is ope more step in the process
of depoliticalisaton: that the Jay=
wardsne government initiatad when
it came to power. Ia 1972, thensw
Constitution was ipaugurated-with
political rallies, mestings and tama-
shas. The Upited Front goverp-
ment had tried to strepgthen it~
self by mobilising its supporters
on 2 political fevel and by seeking
to weaken its oppopents through
political Intimidation and worse.

The Jayewardene gevernmeat
has. sought- to de-politicalise Sri
Lanka by downgrading political
polemics and shifting-the emphasis
to cultural tamashas, religious .re-
vivalism, sports and: last. but not
lzast, work. How: far the laye-
wardene . regime  will .succeed in
de-politicalising what is uydoubtely

*



Joyawardene Era

& highly politicalised population is
yot:to be: sean. On Septamber 7,
the only political dsmoastrations
had comez from the ULF and the
TULF. Leaders of the ULF in
addition to issuing vigorous state-
mants copdemaing the new Cops-
titution -as a bourgeois device to
perpetuate the power of the rizh,
had held a protest mestigg - at the
old Towa -Hall. Everything had
gone sSmoothly. But ac another
place, another ULF group had
attempted  to break the cur-
rent law. by leading a procession.
The police npaturally broke it up
without any. difficulty because the
crowd that had mustered to pro-
test was a little ‘more than 500.
Numbers do not matter when
principles are at issue, but the
ULF protest mesting and demons-
tration were oply damp squibs that
did not attract any attention.

The official TULF leadership orga-
nised a negative-type protest by
asking school childran apd others
to hoycott the functions in the
same way TULF MPs boycotted
the ceremonies in Parlianient. In
the Jaffina peninsula the TULF
had some degree of support, but
elsewhere the TULF call remained
a dead letter. Ipn the face of the
CWC defection from the TULF,
and the upexpected quitting from
the TULF of tha Tamil Congress,
the TULF has come back to Square
One as the Federal Party. Apolo-
gists for the TULF say that the
TC led by young Kumar Ponnam-
palam (GG lJnr) is a rump that
represents no Tamils except a
discredited few, but this is far from
the truth. Kumar Popnampalam
has timed his moves well to sack the
two MPs Sivasithamparams (Nallur
and Vavunlya) and others from
the TC and to pass a upanimous
resolution in the old  Working
Committee at a time when dis-
illusionment against the Jekyll and
Hyde policies of the TULF have
reached serious proportions.

5

The upoffizial (mliitant} TULF
leadership - wasiovertly. succeessfuj
in compelling the offizial jeadership
(especially the Parliantentary group)
to adopt negative postures whilst
indulging in feeble and anasmic
Eslam rhetoric.  Covertly, TULF
militants were able to burn a pew
bus in the Jaifaa area agd at-
tempt to throw hagdbombs in
Batticoloa, but-all to po purposs.
Whaethar theszyioleat tastics will
intimidate the increasing number of
Tamils who now disagree with the
TULF iato silenca is doubtful. At
the time of writing it is.not kpown
whether the blowing up of the
Air Caylon (AYRO) plane at Rat-
malana shortly after it had brought
a scheduled load of passzagers
from Jaffna early on September 7
morning was a Tiger job.  But
coming as it aid one and half hours
before the Presicent took his caths
and - inaugurated the New Cons-
titution it cast a2 gloom-over the
proceedings that day.

Leader of the Opposn!on. TULF
chief Amirthalingam ~was out of
the island on September 7; but
he could not resist the temptation
to indulge in -pro-Eslam rhatoric
and boast about the struggle for a
separate- state in a BBC. interview.
What he heped to achieve by such
unrealistic. declarations. 13 - not
known. In Sri Lanka this interview
will tend to re-opan many- wounds
that -were healing, though it may
sound comforting to expatriate
Tamil groups in the UK .who
build Eelam castles in the air
without any discomfort to themsel-
ves or exposing themsalves to any
danger of violent rep=rcussions.

Exe>pt for this TULF interiude, the
new Constitution and the Jayewar-
dene Era got off to a good
start. The fact that the CWC has
joined the government ~ with
Thondaman being assizned an Im-
portant Ministry is a great acces-
sion_of strength to the UNP and
the Jayewardene Governmept. The
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CWE will Bring great trade unlén
strength to.-thz. Goverament, .o
the plantation: sector, and ths
will certainly. help the government’s
efforts to increase produstion.’

Apart . from _this, the TULF
has . lost its most important
partner. To obtaln CWC suppert
the Presideyt had coffered  the
Indian Tamils ‘conzessions’ which
rectify many discriminations the
community has suffered for. a long
‘EIIT[e-

To the cradit or the CNC it
must be said that its leader Thonda-
map has with realistic apnd prag-
metic logic seized opportunities
that  layewardene's re—appraisa]
of policles had offered and. made
it possible for his commuaity to
exercise rights they have long been
denied g S

The CWC has this time not
missed the bus in the way the
the TULF (FP) has c[one once again.

s
POLITICS OF THE W[EH

BY NARADA
Rohana's J. V P.

Nat much attention has been
paid to the JVF o Rohaua Wije-
weera in recent months. Nor has
tha JVP made much of 2 poise
about the new Constitution. - lts
Sigphala paper appears frejuently,
and itrs  English periodical Red
Power infrequently. Five. or.six
issues of the English paper have
appeared but they carry little of
interest on current events. Every
issue of Red Power has so far oply
contained lengthy marxist decls-
mations and homilies o a highly
emotional and rhetorical plape—
but little or pothing in the way of
apalysis of currept realities, ¢

More ran, “however, be learpt
of current JVP politics from occa-
slonal reports in the daily -news

TRIBUNE Seprember 18, 1578



papers than from JVP publications.
When Rohana® Wijeweera = went
abroad at the end of June much
was made of the fact that he was
going to Russia and Cuba, though
he s@ems to have spent more time
in certain countries in Westerp
Europe.

The Weekend (Dowasu—Sun group)
of luly 7, 1978 had a front page
piece, Ranil Woickremasinghe re-

porting from Berlin  under the

heaving “COME TO QOUR PAR-
LOUR: MOSCOW INVITES
ROHANA" which read:

“..8ri Lapka has been threatepea
with expulsion from the Non-
Aligned movement should tha Jana-
tha  Vimukthi Peramupa (JVP)
ever come into power. But opn
the other hand we have the assu-
rance of immediate recognition from
both Russia apd Cuba,’ said JVP
leader, Mr. Rohana Wijeweera, in
an address to students and mem-
bers of the German press at a con-
ference at the Dauerwaldawege
students hostel here. ‘Muoscow
who earlier expelled me from their
University and who then helped
the Sirimavo Bandarapaike regime
to suppress us with the supply
of MIGs apnd arms, have now re-
cognised the JVP rather than the
tottering Communist Party as a
growing power, They haye invited
me to Moscow and even sugges-
ted that | have my heart opera-
tion there,” said Mr. Wijeweera
‘| have accepted this offer, apd |
will travel to Moscow before |
emplane for Cuba', he added
He was to be joined on the secopnd
phase of the tour by two other
key membars of tha group.

“Looking very much the same
as he did, when he walked out of
imprisonment, on an ampesty gran-
ted by the government, Mr. Wije-
weera also claimed to have met
representatives of nearly all the
Interpational  Liberation groups,
while on his tour of France, ltaly
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‘in certain areas.

and Spain. ‘These groups’ he sta-
ted, ‘have ideptified 'themselves
alongside us and have assured us
of their support.” But this he stres-
sed did not mean that the IJVP
were preparing for apother cop-
frontation. - On the coptrary he
added, he was firm in the belief
that ‘ope could pot import a re-
volution' and he was convincad
that they would come to power
in the usual democratic fashion.
‘We have learpt from our faults
and we will not resert to violence
unless we arc forced to it,” he sta-
ted. This he emphasised was what
had happened in 1971, when they
were compelled to arm them-
szlves and go on the offepsive after
the police and armed forces had
begun to arrest thousands of their
members. Although over 10,000
had beeqn killed 2and a further 74,000
imprisoned, the movemeant, he said,
could not be wiped cut. Ths mzs-
sive rail strike, which culmiparen
in splitting up the United Front,
and the strike at Paradaniya Ugi-
varsity had been enginsered by
the IVP, he added and bora t=sti-
mony to the power of a movement
whos=2 heads were lapguishea ip
prison. ‘The students 2pd t.e
youpger geperation, he claimed,
‘are firmly behind us and it was
their outeries, and the fact that
several loyal supporters of tha
United National Party were im-
prisoned upder the CIC Act that
compelled the government to re-
lease all of us,” he said.

“In the seven mionths since their
releases, the party he sald iiad
mada massive strides, paving neld
meetings which even the pelice
had adn:itted were the largest held
The IVP ip the
space of 17 days had organisad a
May Day rally which even the Sup,
a caplitalist Papar which was against
the movement, had admitted was
the lirgest held on that day. The
VP, which had embarked on a Rs.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Rohane s |.V.P.

100,000 fund raising campaign, had

ended up with double the amount. -

And with the aid of their :nenibers
based in Londop they were hoPing
to put up a thrze storey building,
and put out a daily pewspaper.
“NMe have also formed cadres in
the North and the East’, he said
and were now able to fupction In
22 districts.  Stropngly c.itical of
the political and economic policies
of the last 30 years, Mr. Wile-
weera promised a radical change
immediately he came into Power.
There will be po more begging
he asserted and there would be
no repayment of loans taken- from
the World Bapk or the IMF.
“An absurd situation has arisen
he pointed out, as Sri Lanka which
needed to borrow mopey merely
in order to pay off their earlier
'oans were pow allowing persons
leaving the country sums up -to
500 sterling merely because this
was a condition stipulated by the
IMF. While pointing out that coun-
tries were wary of investing in the

Free Trade Zope, Mr. Wiieweera:

was firm on the point that like
Cuba, the IJVP would natiopalise
all multinational corporations with-
out paying a cent in compensation.

As in socialist countries like Scviet -

Russia and Cuba he also proposed
to solve the upemployment prob-
lem apd assured all males above

the age of 18 a job or a pay till -

such time as they were emgloyed.

“While promising a democratic
form of Goverpment, Mr. Wije-
weera howeyer added that he
would do away with Police and
the armed services which were
being used only To suppress the
people. The Police and the Army
he said would be raplaced by a
People’s Army with every adult

~being compelled to do two years'

service. The Air Force and the
MNavy were to be maintained with
persons being trained on rotation
basis. Sri Lankans he stated would

b
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also be free to fight as volunteers
for any group waging war for liber-
ation.”

After this there was total silence
about his doirgs abroad.

He returpned to the island ip tha
last week of August. His return
was blacked out in the daily press
except for a photograph in the
Sun., (Why there was 2 blackout
in the other papers is still 2 mys-
tery, but there are suspicions that
someone in the Establishment had
tipped the official and government-
controlled media to play Wije-
weera down!) Anyway, Wijaweera's
return hoad an interesting sequel
so far as the Gunpasena group of
newspapers were concernad . Tne
Weekend of August 27, 1978 had a
front page box entitled SUPER
SLEUTHS IN A SUPER SPOOF:
THOUGHT JOURMNALISTS WERE
“GUERILLAS" which read: “Se-
curity at Colombo Airport in Katu-
nayake I5 par excellence it seems,
Last week thz Police detectivas
nearly “caught”” the Editor of Sup
and Weekend and a sub-editor
who they presumed were indulg-
ing in subyersive activities. It
happened like this. The Editor
with his colleagtie was at the zairport
to greet a colleague who was re-
turning te Sri Lanka after . four
years. The flight was from London
to Colombo via Moscow. In Mos-
cow Rohapa Wijeweera, the lanatha
Vimukthi Peramupna (JVP) leader
had boarded the same plane and
was in fact the first to get down
at Katunayake. He cleared Customs
in double quick time declaring a
plethora of documents 2nd pam-
phlets for which, apparently no
Customs duty was necessary. The
Editor while waiting for his brother
spotted Rohana and sensed 2 good
story. So he greeted Rohan?
and asked ‘How—what is pew?’
There were j0 others to meet
Rohana apnd he asked a few ques-
tions himself. A two-minute tete-

T

a-tete followed. There were of
ceurse these awful similarities bet-
ween the Editor and Rohapa other
than both being hauled before
the CIC once upon a time. They
sport beards: revolutiopary ones.
ln the meantime, the Sun photo-
grapher at the airport took a pic-
ture but of Rohana only. He, in
fact did pose, and Sun readers
on Thursday, 25/878, got an ex-
clusive pix.

“But little did the quartet rea-
lise that the prying eyes of our
super sleuths were watching them.
This was known only after photo-
grapher Hubert Ferpando came
to our office the next day witn
the rest of the story. The detec-
tives had made a midnight call at
his house wanting ‘more details’,
They had also told the cameramap
pot to publish the pictures in the
papers. But our map did not cb-
lige. After all, there is supposed
to be po press cepsorship today
as in the bad old days. Subsequept
investigations by our own Pclice
reporters fevealed that the lames
Bonds had developed an instant
suspicion of the two ‘gueiilla-
looking guys’ who approached
RohanaW. So they made ap urgent
call to Hq in Colombo at tha very
moment and they were ordered
to continue their suryeillance. Al-
though they were able to establish
the identity they still wanted to
pursue the copnection by burning
niidnight ofl.  That is probably
why they made that midnight call
on Our cameraman.

“A  sixty - four - thousand - rupee
question is, why do these super
sleuths create such a faux pas by
acting in 2 naive mapner. Rohana
W. was released from life im-
prisonment by President J. R. Jaye-
wardene and was allowed to trayel
abroad without any questions be-
ing asked. But when a journalist
meets him the sleuths are Per-
turbed. Either they are com-
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plete]y daft or they want to harass

the prass., The Police are a smart
lot, we admit. But then there ara

_the clumsy ones too.”’

Sri Lankz's Political Intelli-
gence still seem to be chas-
ing shadows if we are to
judge by what happened io
the AYRO at Raimalana on
September 7 and on the rail
tracks on that date. This
is a matter that must be
examined szparately. Inteli-
gent anticipaticn i something
our cops do not seem to
possess.

But before Rohapa returped, the
JVP had held 2 Rally on August
{5, 1978 at Hyde Park. The Stn
of 17.8.78 reported the meeting
under the heading JVP SEES NO
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN IR AND
SIRIMA.

“The General Sacretary of the
Japatha Vimukthi Peramupz, Mr
Upatissa Gamanayake said on Tues-
day that he saw no difference at
all between the Government of
President J. R. layewardepe and
the last government of Mrs,
Sirimavo Bapdaranailke. The
oply difference we could makz out
is that JR is a male and Sirima is
female,, Mr. Gamanayake quipped
at a public rally at Hyde Park.
The JVP leader pointed out that
the people had been deprived of
their rice ration, sugar was taken
off the ration apd bus fares wer2
increased. What were their elec-
tion pledges, he acked, 'to bring
down the cost of living or to raise
it?’ Mr. Gamanayake recalled
that when the last goverpment
increased the bus fares, the presept
President and the Prime Minister
went in bullock carts to Parlia-
ment. But today we will have to
walk, he told the gathering. He
also referred to the powers of the
President. Mr. Gamanayake pro-
mised that when the JVP came to
power, it would protect every
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' riiin of the people and see that
aIl had equa‘l freedom in this coun-
try?

.

On Thursday. Auguet 31, 1978,
a week after his return, Rohana
Wl]eWeem held a press conference.
The Sun oT Septemb 2, 1978
(Anton de Snl\ra repor-.ing) under
the headiag JVP PLEDGES TO
‘REEP SLFP OUT OF POWER:

WE Wil NEVER TAKE UP
'ARMS AGAIN—WIIEWEERA, sta-
ted: “The ravolutionary leacer
of tha Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP) Rohana Wijeweera, has . le-
.dged that while his party peace-
fully campaigned to come to power
at the next general election, It
-would also epnsure that Sri Lapka
Freedom Party did pot come back
to power, Stressiug this peint to
-Rewsmen at a Press briefing on
T‘hursQay e\rening. Wijeweera salg
that his _ party hed backed the Unpi-
ted Front in the May 1970 elec.
tions. where it gaiaed ‘a comforta.
E'fe two- thlrd _majoiity. But withip
: year ai:er comIng to po\n er the
LLFP, £§SE ‘ana CP who rode to
_power. nu tbc shouldef‘s of the yp
ng.ltfl. realisi.-d the growins strer,.
Eth of trl'!s : tist routh movement
-and wanted to wl;:e Tt out of the

was ﬁpros:r éd. thousandﬂ of ]r.s ;

qmbars were put in laii and mam.
rq,ore were killed, ﬁe pointed out.
R@ferrlng r.o the Iast elections,
Wijeyeera sald that the SLFP by
_lts. draconfan acts had. destroyed

ltsqlf_ Because the people vere .

of the_ SLFP‘S misnoings it

B )

yotars also realised that there were
.no__trug Teftists and completely

wlped out the LSSP and the CP, .

j;ngaTd I_Jﬂweera claimed that
= tists, at the time of the
Jast 'olls\, wgre behind Inrs and

r,h"refore the UNP' swept the board.

.u'
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Jm reduced ‘to, eight seats. The

Looking back on thé political
écene since Independence in 1947,
the bespectacled, bearded IVP Jea-
der szid that the UNP and the
SLFP haa alterpately ruled this
country. The next elections would
not bring the SLFP back to power,
but instead the true leftists weulk
change the political history of
tins country by gsining power, he
said. Th= UNP’s nizin threat would
be the JVP, he declared, and to ach-
ieve this end, his party had alreagy
launched its campaign.

“Referrirg to the porth and the
east, Wijeweera poipted out that

Johary JVp

the TULF had so far pot had fits
match. He assured that every
seat in these two areas would be
challenged by the dVP at the pext
polls. This mornth alone they were
billed to hold five meetings in the
porth and east. He wias of the
view that the Tamils should be
given =qual rights Ta ST Lanka,
but there was mo question absiUe
2n Eelam. Should the JVP coire
to power, there would b2 no
official language but only natishal
status for all lapguages, Wijeweera
sald. Asked whether they would,
If pecessary agaln  ‘resort to ‘sa

armed struggle. Wijewesra dssured
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* Mr. R. Premadasa, Prime Minister and Migister of Housing,
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__Ma}or Montague Jayawickreme, Minister of Public Adminiséra--

Mr. M. D. H. layawardene, Minlster of Plantation Industries
Mr, Asoka Karuraratne, Minister of Sosial Services

Mr. E. L. B. Hurulle, Minister of Culturzl £ffsirs

Mr. M. H. Mohamed, Migister of Transpert '
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Capt C. P, ). Senaviratne, Minister of Labour

Mr. Gamini Jayzsuriya, Minister of Hezlth

Mr. Shelton Jayasir.zhe, Minister of Posts 2nd Telecommunications
_Mr. Wijepala Mendis, Minister of Textile industries

Mr. A. C. S. Hameed, Minister of Foraign Affairs

Mr, K. W. Davanayagam, Minister of lustics

Mr. S. B. Herath, Minister of Food 2nd Co-aperatives
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Mr. D. B. Wijetunge, Minister of Power'and Highways i
Mr. Ronnie de Mel, Mipister of Finence and Planiing
Mr. Gamini Dissanayake. Minister of Lands, Land Development !
and Mahawell Development '
Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali, Minister of Trade and Shipphig
Mr. Nissanka Wijeratne, Minister of Education “and “Higher
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® Mr. 5. Thondaman, Minister of Rural Industrial Development
* Mr. Rajil Wickremasinghe, Minister of Youth

Affairs “and
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- piled op a district basis.
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that never again would they do
that.

“Even if the present goverpiment
wanned to suppress the move-
ment through the khakied gentry
and weapons, they would not talke
to arms he pledged. Wijewcera
also told newsmen that the other
leftists  were pow beginning to
realise the potential of the party’s
following and many Marxists gre-
ups had tried to join them. Thi:
included a breakaway group of

the LSSP led by agother yousg'

radical. In copclusion, the VP
leader said his party had po bind-
ings either with Moscow, Peking
or Havana, and that it was quite
independent with its ideclogy based
on the precepts of Marx apd
Lenin."

The Sun on the same day (2/7/78)
had a box item WUEWEERA TO
TESTIFY BEFORE COMMISSION:
“The Japatha Vimulkthi Peramupa
leadership has apnounced that its
members will give evidence be-
fore the Special Presideptial Com-
mission now holding public inquiries
in Colombo on the alleged mis-
deeds ana maladministration by the
previous Government. JVP front-
liners Lionel Bopage and Vas
Gupawardepe who were associated
with Rohana Wijeweera at a IVP
press briefing last Thursday, said
that they were pow compiling
statistics on how many of their
party members lost their lives
during the 1971 incidepts. They
said the figures were being com-
The JVP
leaders claimed that although the
officlal Government figures put the
death toll at 1,200, the IJVP have
already counted 9,500 Persons who
lost their lives during that period”.

The Ceylon Daily News report
(on 2.9.78) of the same conference
was under the heading BARBARIC

ACTS OF SIRIMA GOVT. WILL
BE EXPOSED—WIEWEERA and
read: “On March 1€ (1971) during
the 1971 April insurrection the
Sirima Bapdaranaike Goverpment
issued a special order allewing
the Police and the Armed Services
to dispose of the dead bodies of
youths without holding any post-
mortem examinations on them. This
and other acts of torture commit-
ted by the Sirima Regime would
be revealed before the Presidental
Commission by tha IVP shortly.
So said the leader of the JVP Mr.
Reahana Wileweera, at a Press
Conferance hald at Bloemendhal
Road, Colombo on Thursday. The
JVP had written to the Presi-
dential Commission for permission
to apapear before it apd 21l the
barbaric acts of the Sirima Bap-
daranzike government be revealed
in agetail then. Mr. Wijeweera
said he was also aware that Mr.
lan Wikramanayake was out to
destroy him during the time of
the insurrection. Then, they were
not even allowed to hold a Press
Conference. Mr. Felix Dias Bandara-
nziks op his part wanpted to keep
IVP youth jailed for life. The iropy
was today Mr.. Felix Dias and his
men were in trouble and they in
the JVP had been set free. Mr,
Wijeweera said the Republicap
Copstitution drafted by the Uniteq
Front Goverpment was merzly 2
heap of socialist jargon. In this cop-
text the Copstitution of the De-
mocratic  Socizlist Republic  of
Sri Lanka drewn up by the pre-
sent Goverpment was some what
better. Referring to President
1. R. Jayewardene's recent remark
that the Government should muster
all its forces to crush any attemypt
to disrupt pation2l developmept
actiyitiss, Mr. Wijeweera saig he
too agreed with th: President op
that jssue. He said the policies of
the JVP were not copied from apy
country but based on pure Marx-
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ist-Leninism. The JVP had a plag-
ned economic policy of its own.
Mr. Wijeweera said the JVP would
soon laupch a trade upion for wor:
kers pamed the Socizlist Labour
Union.

“If the JVP comes to power it
will raise all three lapguages, Sip-
hala, English and Tamil to ‘the
status of pational lapguages. It
would never give into the call for
Eelam because division of our coup-
try would only help to aggravata
our problems. He said the JVP
would never come to terms- with
either the SLFP, CP or the LSSP
and it would pever have anything
to do with people like Mr. Mahinda
Wijesekera. He said people like
Vasudeva Nanayakkara wno spread
rumours against the JVP saying it
would kill all persons above 40
years of age werzs pow clamouring
to join hands with thz JVP, and he
wished to know what their actuz]
aim was. Mr. Wijeweera also saig
the JVP proposed to coptsst all’
seats at the next geperal election.’
Mr. Lionel Bopage ana Mr. Vas
Tillekarctpe also spoke’.’

Rohana Wijeweera has consis-
tently attacked the LSSP and CP,
This is understandable because thesa
parties have been totally opposed
to the IVP from its very inception.
But Rohana has pow turpad his
guns even on Mr. Vasudeya Napa-
ykkara who had been suspected
of JVP leanings and had been de.
tiined and who has also sought
to bring the JVP into a Uniteg
Left Front. Wijzweera rfovs hag 1o
usz for his old comradss Wije-
sekera, Dharmasekera and other
ex-JVPers who have splintered -
from Rohana's JVP.

It will be an interesting ~xercise
to enamine what some of the leftist
critics of Rohana (and his .IVP}
have to say of them. .

+ +

TRIBUNE, September 16, 1978 ..



THE WORLD TODAY
SOUTH ASIA

@ India ® Pakistan

INDIA; Ready To Drop
China Border Claim

Prime Minister Morarji R. Desai
of India indicated in an intervizw
broadcast today that his Govern-
ment was prepared to accept
China's seizure of 14,000 square
miles of disputed territory bet-
ween 1957 apd 1962 apnd to ack-
nowledge the present boundary for-
mally at some point in the future,
He said that India's copdition for
according formal recognition to
the present frontier would be
restoration of friendly relations
between the two countries, which
fought a froptier war in 1962
Questioned on NBC-TV's “Meet
The Press” program, Mr. Desai
sald of the boundary dispute: “All
depends on China. But we are
determined not tc go to war on
that issue. We don't want to take
back the area which we say they
have taken from us by force. We
don't take by war. We have suffi-
clent patience to see what friend-
ships, if they mean it, is restored
so that this question is favourably
solved.” When questioned further
as to whether this could be inter-
preted to mean formal recogni-
tion of the present boundary if
friendly relations were restored,
he replied: I think that whep the
question is solved then that will
happen and | think they are also
willing to discuss the question
now.” State Department specialist
on India remarked that Mr. Desai’s
comment appeared to break new
ground in the border dispute,
However, others familiar with the
history of the border dispute and
with India's long-troubled rela-
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tions with Chipa sald that the
Peking Governmsent had been more
active recently in attempting to
Improve relations than the Indians.
Mr. Desai, who bacame Prime
Minister last year, has bsen pur-
suing a policy he describes as
“gepuine nponalignment’’, which
he defined on the teleyision pro-
gram as beipg ‘'friends with all
and enemy to none.” He has sought
to improve relations with the neigh-
bouring countries of Fakistan 2na
Bapgladesh ana, in contrast to
the inclinations of his predecessor,
Indira Gandhi, has moved a bit
closer to the Upited States and a
bit farther away from the Soviet
Upion. This has made a good
impression on the Chinese, who
are hostile to Moscow, snecialists
in Indian affairs poted. Howsver,
they pointed out that the process
of rapproachment with China was
initiated by Mrs. Gandhi two years
ago. Chinz apnouncad last June
that Indian ships could call at
Chinese ports for the first time in
14 years apd last March 2 high-
level Chinese diplomatic delegation
spent a weel in New Delki ais-
cussing outstapding issues bet-
wesn the two couatries.  That
delegation was led by Wapg Pig
Ping-man, who was a Deputy Foreign
Minister in the 1960s and is row a
special envoy, The last reported
clash on the 1,500 mile border
between the two countries took
place in October 1975, when four
Indian soldiers were killed by a
Chinese patrol.
David Binder in New York Times
June 12, 1978
On his return to India, Mr. Desai
denied that he had said that India
was willing to concede the dirputed
territory ccciipied by China betwesn
1957 -ond 1962. This is not the enly
denial from Mr. Desai about what he
soid in the USA during kis Jure
visit—Ed.
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From The World Press: India

INDIA: Like Sans?

Has India produced a second $anjay
Gandhi in the person of the present
prime minister’s son, Mr. Kantibhai
(“Kanti”) Desai! This question,
raised by Mr. Morarji Desai's arch-
rival within the ruling party, the
ex-home minister, Charan Singh,
has created the latest in a serles of
Japnata party storms. Mr. Singh,
who reached the semblance of a
truce with Mr. Desai last month,
has refusad to withdraw his demand
for an official inquiry into Kanti's
businss affairs. The Opposition
parties, led by Mrs. Gapdhi's Con-
gress, have leapt into the act and are
demanding that the letters about
Kanti between Mr. Singh and Mr.
Desai be made public and an inguiry
held....The Primz minister has
always staunchly defended his son
agaigst allsgations which have accu-
mulated over the past 20 years.
Kanti Desai started life in Alr India,
earning just 84 rupees (then less
than £4) a month, but soop switched
to business znd rapldly (some say
too rapidly) became very rich. One
of his lines was selling insurancs; he
got so much business from certain
industrialists that tongues began tc
wag. He also became a highly paid
consultant for Desai, a company
specialising in pipeline laying, al-
though he had e real qualification
for the job, and continued to get
what he called terminal benefits
frem the company even after he
decided in 1954 to sever his business
connections in the interest of his
father’s political future. His detrac-
tors have nicknamed him Sanjay
Desai, and recalled that selling
insurance was also a line adopted
by Mrs. Gandhi’s daughter-in-law
Sopia. In spite of the lack of any
firm evidence against him, he has
bazome an embarrassmept to the
ruling party. Safeguarding Kanti's
reputation is not a cause which
pleases anybody but the Prime
Minister, and the mud-slinging is
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not only tarnlshing him but weakep-
ing the loyalty of his supporters
in the party.

Some Janata leaders feel it weuld
be wise for Kanti to retire discrestly
to Bombay but so far the Prime
Minister has insisted on kezping
his son in Delhi to look after his
persopal affairs. Peacemakers in the
party arranged a second mecting
between Morarji and Charan Singh
last week, but with litdle result.
Charan Singh refused to withdraw
his demand for ap inquiry into the
charges against Kanti, and Morarji
made no commitmants on talking
Charap Singh and his followers back
into the cabipnet. Some of Lharan
Singh's supporters have again called
for the holding of a mass rally in nis
support which would split the party
in two. But Charan Singh is restrain-
ing these enthusiasts, because the
balance of power in the party hes
swung away from Morarii, thanks
to the Kanti affair. Still, factional
bitterness remains so great that the
parliamentary party's election of its
leaders has had to be postpened for
nine months lest it should mzks
matters worse. The party's other
internal electiops, postpoped from
May to October, are likely to be
delayed still further. The result
is that 2 party returpsd op 2 plat-
form of democracy now finds ltself
unable to get its own house demo-
cratically in order.

—The Economist, London, 5/8/73

INDIA: The Mizoram
Story

In commencing on the insurgency
.in Mizoram, it would be both
premature znd over-optimistic to
say that it is all over bar the shouting.
It is yet too early to predict now
the hard core of the insurgents,
large numbers of whom still lurk is
the undergrowth beyond the Goverp-
ment's writ, will react to the pew
developments. It was |2 years ago
that the Mizo movement suddenly

H

erupted into large-scale vlolepce.
By March 1966, the main Assam
Rifles posts at Lunglen and Champhai
had been over run and the hostiles
had gained virtual control of the
Mizo Hills region. It was at this
stage that the lndian army began
to be inducted, its first task being to
r2open th2 road from Silchar to
Aijal and to keep it clear ef hostiles.
Political strategy required the grou -
ing of villages to depny the hostiles
a base for supplies and information.
This step, coupled with a period of
intensified operations, had the desir-
ed effect. Although by then the Mizo
National Front had begun to send
underground groups to Chipa for
tralping apd re-arming, and to
operate from sanctuaries in East
Pakistan, by sarly 1968 hestile acti-
vity had corsiderably decreased; and
the Goverpment promptly declared
an ampesty in August 1968, The liba-
retion of Bapgladesh added to the
discomfiture of MNF leaders; apd
Laldenga  (self-styled  President)
moved out to the Arakans in Burma,
In December 1972 the Goverament
of Mizoram announced its decision
to liit the curfew and the restric-
tions on movement of the civil
pepulation. Some of the “grouped"’
villages dispersed, but others re-
mained in their regroused locations,
reluctant to give up 2ll the beaefits
of the infrastructure—roads, schools,
dispensaries—that the government
process had prosided.

The Mizo National Fropt thep
embarked on a socio-political phase
tc broaden its mass base, subvert
the loyalty of gevernment employses
and, in effect, to establish a paraile]
government. By 1975 thesa measuras
had again begun to generate a sepse
of insecurity among the pople. It
was at this stage that the infamous
Incident of the murder of three
senior police officers took place,
consequent upon which military
operations were intensified, forcipg
many of the hestiles to cross over
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the berder. Military measures
succesded in dispersing the upder-
grounds’ forces, many of whom esca-
ped to Bangladesh but many others
sued for peace. Accordingly, the ope-
rations were suspepded Ip Novem-
ber 1975. Talks were held between
MNF representatives and New Delhi
and in July 1976 a peace agreement
was apnounced. ‘While the agree-
ment was welcomed in Mizoram,
Mr. Laldenga provad intrapsigent
and agzain laupched a clandestine
phase of “parallel goverpnment”
activities.  Thé result was that
insteaq of surrender of arms, undar-
~groupnd hostiles began to be reor-
gainsad and activated. It was then
that a judiclous combination of
military force ana political negotia-~
tions was enforced.  The army
played its part well-minimum force
leading to political settlement. After
the formation of the lanata Party
Government In Delhi, Brigadier
Sailo (President of the PCP) persuag-
ed Lalde;ga to resume peace parleys
with the Goverpment. However,
the latter's opposition to the holding
of elections apnd his subsequent
damand that he be asked to form an
interim goverpment in Mizoram
led to bitter feuding between MNF
leaders. Blackhengo, salf-styled
Chief of Staff, “depesed” laldenga,
while the more radical Biakvelu
(self-styled adjutant general who
had taken a party to China) v.as all
for carrying on the insurgency with,
as he hoped, help from China,
Mal-Gen. D. K. Palit in Tke Over-
seas Hindiustan Times, New Delhi,
13.07.78.

INDIA: Burmese Insurgents
On Border

The reported presepce of Burmese
insurgents in the border areas of
Manipur has been causing concern
to the authorities in the context
of MNaga rebels regrouping on the
Nagaland-Burma border. The re-
ports so far received sald the Naga
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rebels were still getting sufficient
arms and ammupition from foreign
sources and that they had also been
able to procure a pumber of new
recruits to swell their ranks. Accord-
ing to reliable re;orts, the ‘‘geperal
headquarters’” of these underground
Nagas at Sahpao in porthern Burma
are humming with increased activi-
ties which have received fillip from
large-scale recruitment of the
Burmese Nagas to their rebel army.
Reports emapating from across the
border, say that the Chinese autho-
rities were helpingthe upderground
Naga movement and that the Burme-
se ipsurgents from Arakan Hills
numbering about 150, were some
days ago spotted at a place opposite
east district of Mapipur, bordering
Burma. This area has often been a
rendezvous of the rebel elements
from MNagaland, Mizoram and Burma.
It was from this area again that
“Col" Biakvela, once the righthand
man of the Mizo National Front
leader, Mr. Laldenga, slipped away
with his men during the emergency
though security forces were guarding
the border. How he escaped with
all his men still remains a “mystery’".
Of late he fell out with Mr. Laldenga.
He was arrested by the Burmese
security forces and was handed over
to India on Supday at Moreh, a
border town of Mapipur.

Northern Burma is infected with
Kachin and Karen rebels. For
years Naga rebels have been known
to have had close liason with the
Kachin independence army (KIA)
whose leaders have always been
given military training in Yunan and
huge quantities of arms by China.
Kachin rebelsalso obtained numerous
assorted US arms captured in
Vietnam or sold in Thailand. A few
years ago there was a plan hatched
by the joint command of KIA, the
Karen MNational Defence Organisa-
tion, the rebels from India and other
insurgent elements on the Burmese
soil with the objective of promoting
and bringing to fruition secessionist
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ambitions of all these rebel forces.
Karens, Kachins and Shans fighting
for the secession have upder them
thousands of men in arms. Burmese
government forces are, as is well
known;, currently engaged in a bitter
fighting with upits of Burmese
Communist Party which is being
actively supported by China, a
facet that adds omigous dimensions
to the Communist movement in
Burma. With the Burmese troops
pushing “Rohinga” Muslims into
Bapgladesh, the Rohinga Muslim
independence revolutionary force,
it is apprehended, may also step up
its activities and bring within its
fold elements who are spoiling for
confrontation with respective govern-
ment forces. One of the insurgents
captured last year in Mapipur was
a Burmese Muslim. The Naga and
Mizo problems are still there and
do not seem to be pearing solution.

The Times of India, Eombaoy 6(7(78

PAKISTAN: To Bridge
The Gap

The Pakistan military regime's quest
for a ‘national government’ launched
four months ago came to 2 halt last
week when the Chief Martial Law
Administrator Geperal Muhammed
Zia ul-Hag announced on 5 July a
22-member Federal Cabinet consist-
ing of ‘politicians and experts’.
Gep. Zia ul-Haq said his basic aim in
associating politicians was to bridge
the gap betwsen the Goverpment
and the people. The new cabipet’s
task would be to run the country's
administration until the holding of
the polls—which are promised to be
held as soon as possible—and,
meanwhile, to help establish Islamic
rule, improve national ecopomy,
promote national solidarity and
enhance the country’s prestige ex-
ternally. Among the political parties
it is the Muslim League alone which
has come into the cabinet and given
about nine ministries. As regards
others, the lIstiglal Party was pot
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willing to join from the very begin-
ning. The Jamiatul Ulame-e-Pakistan
which has since quit the PNA
(Pakistan MNational Alliance)—was
neither willing nor invited seriously.
The inclusion of the PPP (Pakistan
People's Party) group led by ‘Chair-
man Niazi' had become contentious.
The PNA was willing but seemed
unsure. It said it was ready to assist
in the holding of the polls and to
help remove the developing
chasm between the administration
and the people proviced such a
cabinet was invested with effective
authority (for instance to expedite
the cleansing of public life and to
call for the polls) and that it did not
include elements with taipnted
image. In theory there was nothing
exceptionable in these conditions
but the problem seemed to be lack
of sufficient trust between the
regime and the Alliance. In the
regime's view the Alliance had not
shown much helpfulness. The PNA,
on its part, had not been guite sure
whether, given the existing structure
it could rezlly help. However by
‘seducing’ one of the PNA compo-
nents, the Muslim League, to join
the cabinet, but keeping the doors
open for others, the regime appears
to have put the Alliance ‘hardliners’
in a difficult position. Nevertheless
as the PNA remains committed
to support the broad objectives of
the regime—Islam, cleansing of public
life and elections—there ispno threat
of any immediate crisis, but the
politics of Alliance itself seems in
for change. A parallel development
in this context is the decision by
the Istiglal Party to act as
an ‘opposition’ party, whatever
it may mean. With the choices so
limited, inevitably, the new cabinet
is a team of mixed ability. . ..

—Impact Interngtional London,
Vol. 8: 13.
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PAKISTAN: On Trial?

THE anti-Pakistan malice of the
Western media has dope its worst
to turp the trial of Mr. Bhutto inte
a trial of Pakistan. [t has shown no
regard for fairglay in reporting and
comment and while it openly im-
pugned the integrity of the Punjab
High Court, it made no effort to
hide its bias against the Supreme
Court....But however preludiced
the Western attitude may be, therz
ean be no gainsaying the fact that
occasions for its blatant display
are invariably provided by us....
Take the current situation , for in-
stance. The PNA successfully con-
ducted a protest campaign against
the rigging of elections. But it did
not produce the expected positive
results which would have epsured
national integrity as well as streng-
thened the forces of democracy
in the country.... The CMLA was
keen that public opinion should be
associated with the administration
and the PNA leaders were therefore
approached and talks were held
with a view to forming what might
be called a natiopal or civilian
government. The term ‘‘pational”’
was a misnomer in that context
because it could apply only to such
representatives as “had received a
prior mandate through elections
and who could between themselves
bring in the various political parties'.
The only alterpative, therefore, was
a civilian government. The PNA lea-
ders reacted’'totheideafavourably.
They appeared wilting and ready to
participate in the formation of a
civilian government. And it was
only in the fitness of things to make
that gesture because the motivation
which inspired their movement
against the PFP regime called for
the strengtheping of General Zia
ul-Hag's hand in order to enable
him to meet the dangers which
loomed over the country's horizon.
There was foreign pressure to be
withstood apnd there was interpal
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sabotage to be curbed. The PNA
and the 'military regime had a
common cause to defend, yet the
matter did pot process smcothly
and the CMLA felt obliged to give
up the effort....

The PNA's internal crisis was
equally the result of an uprealistic
mode of politics. The Muslim League
has no doubt been inspired by 2
correct patriotic sense in joining
the Goverpment. National emerg-
ency called for cooperation and an
all-out collective effort. But the
move has been vitiated by the
dissensions and confusion it has felt
in its wake which thraaten to erode
a upitad front brought about for a
worthy cause. Now, this peed pot
have happened if the PNA had not
changed its original copstitution and
incorporated the majority rule ip
place of the unapimity principle, e
On the contrary, if the old Unanimi-
ty principle had remained operative,
the front could have held tegether
even in the face of aifferences because
no opne would have deliberately
provoked disintegration by ignoring
the viewpoint of any part and there
would have always been a compul-
sion to evolve an acceptable formula
for common observance. While the
JUP had vehemently opposed the
majority rule, the Muslim League
had enthusiastically epdorsed it
And yet, iropically, while the former
went out of the PNA op principle
for rejecting the majority rule, the
latter defied its decision on govern-
ment entity despite having accepted
that rule... The episode is all the
more regrettable because except
for the NDP which opposes partici-
pation in the Government without
repudiating support to the Martial
Law regime, there is no essential
difference between the Muslim
League and the rest of the parties
in the PNA. But if the Muslim
League has been obliged to revolt
against the dictates of the majority
rule, others may also follow suit.
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The lamaat-i-Islami has already in-
dicated as much. There may iow-
ever, be some who may baulk at the
idea for fear of losing face....Had
it (Muslim League) put the concept
of Muslim nationhood, on the basis
of which Pakistan came into exist-
ence, in an irop framewerk of cop-
stitution at the very beginning, no
room would haye been left for
regionalism which ruptured the
bonds with East Pakistan and threat-
ens the remnant country. As 2
consequence, nationhood has become
our mest acute problem. Foreigners
are inclined to speculate about the
future of Pakistan primarily because
they think we are not bound in
times of nationhood to hold us
together. There is, therefore, the
utmost need to hark back to the
genesis of our emergence.

Z. A. Zulen in Pakisten Times
15.07.78 .

PAKISTAN: VYoluminous
Indictment Of Bhutto Use
Of Funds

The Pakistan Government today
released a 405-page White Paper
along with 1044 pages of supporting
appendices to expose a whole
range. of alleged manipulation of
government resources by Mr.
Bhutto, the former Prime Minister,
in securing his landslide victory in
the general election of March last
year, Mr. Bhutto's Pakistap People's
Party won all but 37 of the 200
National Assembly seats in that poll.
The White Paper claims that three
days before the National Assembly
polls a joint assessment by the
Intelligence Bureau and the Inter-
seryices Intelligence Directorate gave
the People’s Party a maximum of
122 seats. However, some other
documents szid to have beep re-
covered from the former Prime
Minister’s Secretariat, estimated the
erstwhile ruling party could not win
more than 95 seats, and thus be
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unable to evan maintaln its majority
in the House. The White Paper,
which Is sald to have been prepared
by a four-member committes headed
by Brigadier Mir Abdul Nayeem,
“set up last November, is based on
evidence obtained from 900 witnes-
ses. It asserts that the Prime
Minister’s Secretariat, run by govern=
‘ment offickals paid out of public
funds, was truly invelved ia planning
for perpetuation of Mr. Bhutto's
rule through election management.
It sought to prove that Mr. Bhutto's
government had decided to keep
the Electlon Commission under
check as early as November, 1974,
and Secret Service funds of the
government were liberally diverted
to election purposes of the People’s
Party. The entire administrative
machinery was utilized at all levels
to ensure the success of the party,
the White Paper claims....

Abusing official facilities and in
violation of election rules, the White
Paper says, Mr. Bhutto aud his
senior party colleagues used for
electioneering pot only government
transport and other facilities but
also Air Force aircraft and Army
helicopters. Mr. Bhutto's so=called
image-makers and publicity plans
for his party on the eve of the elec-
tion, according to the White Pager,
drew heavily on goverpment funds.
For the party and Mr. Bhutto’s
publicity, the Pakistan National
Centre, the Pakistan Broadcasting
Corporatiop, Pakistay, Teleyision and

the Associate Press of Pakistap

were given additional government
funds totalling 90m rupees (£47m).
While no evidence was available
either foreign fupnds or foreign
support being available to the
oppesition during elections, as
alleged by Mr, Bhutto In his post-
election speeches, the White Paper
says the inquiry committee dis-
covered large funds through known
and Upkpown sources by Mr., Bhutto's
party apnd a diversion of massive
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Government allocations from sacrat
and other official funds for election
purposes. In one month the sarty
fund at one bank swelled from less
than 900,000 rupees to 5.5m rupees.
But most of this, the White Paper
says, remained iptact during =lec-
tions. One prominent banker is
alleged to have secured funds for
Mr. Bhutto's election campaign from
foreign sources amounting to 20m
to 30m rupees, including a generous
donztion from a foreign head of
state. In addition about 20m
rupees are said to have been divertad
to the party campalgn from secrat
government funds. . . .
Hasan Akbar In The Times, London,
15.07.78.

PAKISTAN: PNA-Govern-
ment Undertaking

The Secretary-General of the Pakis-
tan Mational Alliance, Prof. Ghafoor

“Ahmed, has announced that agree-

ment has beep reached with tha
Chief Martial Law Administrator,

"Geperal Mehammad Zia-ul-Hag, on

all basic matters pertaiping to the
participation of the PNA in Govern-
ment.... The  \proposed) new
Goverpinent would be powerful
and purposeful, having three basic
objzctives : first, holding elections
as soon as feasible ; second, solving
the people’s problems through mass
coptact ; and, third, establishing
the lslamic system in the country.
From the point of view of wider
national interests, this upderstanding
is most welcome. . ..The three basic
objectives of this undarstanding are
also of an extra-ordipary importance.
With the anpouncement of the dates
of elections, the state of “‘confronta-
tion”” between the PNA and the
Governpment on this issue would
also come to ap end....After all,
the efforts initiated by Gen. Zia-ul-

Hagq with the cooperation of political -

parties, to rup the administration
have proved successful and fruitful;
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and the PNA has demopstrated a
positive attitude in this regard.

—Marshrig, Urdu Daily, Karachi,
09.08.78.

L] L L]

WHY IMPORT MEAT !

Government Must Take
Meaningful Steps To
Rectify Situation

After the disclosures made in the
Tribune on the import of meat and
the prices the consumer is called
upon to pay for the imported meat,
the Government should take mean-
ingful steps to correct or rectify
the situation. This does pot mean
that the imports should be stopped.
Imports may be necessary to reduce
the number of people competing for
the locally produced stuff. But at
the same time, action should be

_ taken to increase the local supply of

meat apnd eggs. These are the
cheapest scurces of protein to the
commeon man too—as important as
rice to the people. How could this
be done within the shortest possibla
time? We are aware that the
Government has set up various
Boards to maznage the different
aspects of animal husbandry. They
are good but they are lopg term
plans. Such plans take a lopg time
to bear fruit. We must realise that
from the day a bull is put to the
cow, it will be apother twelve
months to harvest the benpefit,
that too if all goes well according
to schedule. By that time our time
Is cut—as one would say ‘‘Match
Is over”. What we want now is a
very short term plan for Immediate
action.

4
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Livestock-~fegt, Miff, E:ggs a

The way | think, a Goverpment
alone canpot raise pigs, poultry,
cattle etc. A government can only
pave the way and give all the encou-
ragement, facilities and opportunities
for the people to get involved in
the industry. This is where the
Goverpment can take fruitful steps
to get the people. who can do it,
involved in it. “Throw the ball to
their court’, But how? Heraisa
suggestion.

Livestock breeding, management
etc., comes within the portfolio
of Minister for Agriculture and
Lands. This is one of the most
vital subjects in the Ministry. There-
fore the initiative must come from
the Minister. He should summon a
conference of 2ll the people who are
commercially involved in breeding
and production of livestock. In
other words those who are produc-
ing these items for the markat. Let
the Hop. Minister and his officials
discuss freely the problems facing
the people involved in the industry
and let them give the benefit of
their views to the Ministry-—l am
making this approach to the problem
in preference to the classical approach
of cireulars, questionnaires etc., for
two reasons. One, | am an old
“Goyernment servant’’ and | know
the outcome of such circulars, the
other is we have no time to circulate
through the various sieves of official-
dom. What is needed is direct
action now and that is why | have
suggested a top level centact with
the people. It has authority and res-
ponsibilit y to produce results.

At this first meeting, the represen-
tatives attending it should group
themselves Into working committees,
each committee to be composad of
individuals interested in (1) Poultry,
meat and eggs, (2) Dairy cattle, (3)
Meat cattle, (4) Pigs. (5) Sheep and
(6) Goats. | am aware that there
ape no such hard and fast rules to
classify the ventures. In some
cases, there are, but such classifica-
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tions are pecessary to evaluate the
problems of each group. They are
not the same, so each group will
have an opportunity to spot-light
their respective problems so that,
in collaboration with the government
officials, solutions to their problems
can be found. And, most of all,
when the people came to know how
the problem is being solved, otharg
too will be drawn into the industry.
This is how production can be
increased and prices stabilized to
the consumer.

The problems of the industry
may be lack of quality feed, cost of
feed, implements and equipment,
land and capital reseurces, breeding
stock, veterinary facilities, marketing
and pricing for the producer, trans-
port, trained personnel, lack of
difinite goverpment policies, imple-
mentation of policies at official
level, lack of communication between
groups, officials, and so on. All
such short-comings have worked
against progress in the past. And
they are the cbstructions to be
removed by the programme of
action Ssuggeste..

Each committee wili set up its
own action group to build up the
industry represented by their com-
mittee. If it is dairy cattle, then the
action group will take the initiative
to maintain and improve the activi-
tizg of their members. Also expapd
the business of dairying and dairy
cattle to other areas and individuzals
who may be interested in it. This
action group will be the link with
the committee and between the
ministry to ensure that problems
are solved as they come up and
assist the ipdustry to expand and
improve.

Once steps are taken to energize
the Industry from the bottom i.e.,
with the people who are making an
attempt to make good in the live-
stock Industry and with the necessary
govetnment support, more or less
directly, we may be able to give
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the whole operation of the industiy
a face lift and place it on a strong
footing. Result will be employment,
and stoppage of import of somethings
the country can produce and produce
within the means of the average
copsumer. Our target Is to give a
reasonable price to the producer
and a fair prica to the consumer.

Withcut greup action and making
representat'tc-n to the government
collectively, it is very difficult for 2
governpment 1o upderstand the
problem, except through the official
channels and often such channel:
dry up before they begin to flow.

Let the people get together and
speak up collectively.  For this
reason. | am suggesting that the
Initistive should come from the
Ministry to establish that element
of rapport between the breeders
and the mipister to build up the
confidence that what is being done
are in the interest of the people.
With the blessing of the Minlister
for the first Geperal Conference, a
working committee for each group
of live stock and an actien committee
for each group to maiptain liaison
and action committee for each
group to maintain liaison apd action
with the working committee and
the Ministry we will be able to
make good progress.

We anticipate several problems in
getting the interested parties to-
gethar, havipg got them together
to group them together and volup-
teers to work in working and action
committees and keep on working
without remunperation etc. Many
of these will disagpear once the
results of group action reach the
individual and we must start on the
project because it is difficult.

| hope this brief note will catch
the eye of the admipistration 2nd
some action will be taken as a counter
measure to the Import of meat,
eggs etc.

Montreal,
25.08.78.
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ACID BOMB EXPLOSION — 14

Chapter Fourteen

Revolt ?

By James Goonewardene

For a while Deya stayed around in
his room after work. Thipgs had
started to move on a more evep
keel ; nothing of any importance
happenad that could give him causa
for worry or a lift to his spirit. It
just went on this even keel—all
very calm. He would, sometimes,
take a stroll along the main highway
a2 couple of miles, the empty beach
on one side and the bare cocoput
plantation on the other. For the
rest of the time he stayed in his
room trying to catch up on his
correspondence and his reading.
Once he made one of his rare trips
into Colombo—to the libraries and
bookshops—and had come back with
a pile of books. He had to get
through all that.

Life sesmed easier. He had got
into 2 routipe at school, kept out
of the way of his colleagues and
returned to the quiet of ais room.
He had discoverad a way of co-
existence. He had a feeling, however
that he had only establisi.ed 2 tem-
porary truce at school apd generally.
One day, then, he had a letter from
his brother. He had written to tell
him of some hotel projects he was
involved in—he was to b: the
architect of these hotels, and one
of the hotels was to come up Where
Arlya's resthouse now stood : ap
old landmark was to go and a modern
three star hote] was to come in its
place. This was pot to come up for
some time more, but eveptually
Ariya’s resthouse would have to go.
Wherever there was a quiet spot
the industrialists would move in
and build their hotels—an elusive
dream of prosperity with which to
obscure the destruction they are
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unleashing around them, apd pro-
gressively there would be fewsr and
fewer placas left where one could
g0 to and live in peace. The islang
had already become too small for
its population—tne concrete struc-
tures would continue to surround
and enclose man like ap enormous
octopus.

For the moment he kept thz
secret from Ariya. In apy case he
was waiting for the opportupity of
getting further clarification from
his brother. The projects werz
still in a vzguely plapped stage at
the moment. In the meanwhile,
difficulties of a different nature
had come up.

The evening of Gunapala's lessen
came round. The lad had recovered
from his earlier mood and had
thrown himself into his work with
zest., Deva felt that his patience had
borpe fruit. He had been able to
rouse the boy's interest, and that
was something he felt thapkful for ;
if he could turn the boy into a painter
of some consequence it would have
been worth his while concing outinto
these backwoods. He waited for the
boy this evening ; by four thirty he
was usually in for his lesson, but
this evaning he had begun to get
late. Deva unable to turp his atten-
ticn to anything else started to
pace the floor. On a fine, clear
evening the last thing he wanted to
do was to stay in his room and pace
the floor. Guappzla had not missad
a lesson so far, pot since he came
to him and apologised for his rude-
ness that morping. He was sometime
timse a few minutes late, that was
all: in the end he would keep
his appoiptment.

It was well past five thirty when
Gunapala eyeptually turpea up.
When Deva opened the door to
him he stood in the doorway panting,
his hair Jishevelled, his face drawn
and tense. Deva stared at him a
moment, and then silently he turped
away and let the lad come in and sit.
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He pottered around awhile, givin€
the boy time to recover. He looked
for the drawing paper znd pepcils
ne had bought for him while ke was
in the city. Alopg with them he
fetched out a book of Van Gogh
sketches he had had in his box.
He was going to let Gunapala borrow
the book. He brought all thasa
together and turped round, apd
suddenly he stood still, as if some-
thing had struck him and starad at
the boy; the expression of weari-
ness that had come over the facs
of the young man gave him a shock.
It was the sort of weariness an adult
would have when he had come to
the end of his tether; had decided
he had epough—it was pot just a
physical exhaustion, the kind of
weariness one would expect {rom
a young man. Gunapala tried to
stir  himself awake when caught
in this mood. Deva turped awa;
quickly. S

“Take a look at that book while
| try to get some tea going for both
of us." i=r

Deva was taken aback at the
brusquensss with' which Gunapala
refused the tea.

“l don't want any tea.
alreagy had my tea.” he said.

| have

“Ite all right—anot}ier cup of tea
will do no harm.”

“l don’t want any tea." he said,
“| have had tea." :

Deva paused and turned round to
look at Gupapala. He felt an apnoy-
ance suddenly rise within him.

“I'll make the tea for myself then,”
he said as he turned round to fill
the kettle with water from a clay
goblet lying under the table. He
placed it on the lighted kerosene
cooker. Next he spooned out the
tea leaves into a porcelain jug. He
set two cups and measured out
two spoonfuls of sugar and milk,
but the boy's insolence continued
to trouble him. It was pot like
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anything he had had from him before;
he wondered what it was leading to—
was this his last lesson,—wasn’t he
going to come after this?

“You are making two cups of
tea—| don’'t want apy tea.” cried
the boy, his Impatience clearly
ringing in his voice. He was looking
for a quarrel—that became clear
enough now, and that was his
object; and Deva was pot going to
give him one.

“You are not going to get any tea.
1l make the two cups of tea for
myself, if | want to."”

Deva had once turped roupd to
stare at Gupapala who was suddenly
breathipg hard and struggling with
the tension he appeared to be
labouring upnder. Somehow Devz
felt he had got the situation under
control, and he was glad he was
able to keep his annoyance toc upder
control. He decided he'll ignore
his impertinence and continue to
instruct him.

“You'll find that you can learp
from those sketches. Geod painters
kept such sketch books. They did
these sketches, sometimes, as models
which they copied into tl_-.eir paint-
ings, and sometimes, they did them
just for practise. You'll see—those
sketches—they were of the humap
body—of hands, various types of
hands, in various positions—the
bodies too, they are bent in various
ways while their owners just sat
or worked or moved around—it was
good practice.”

Gupapala started to turp the
pages over with a new interest, but
the battlein his mind, itwas apparent,
still coptinued to take place. It was
as if one part of his mind asked him
to reject all this apnd apother part
of him said he must get a hold of
himself. Suddenly he snapped the
book shut.

*'I eannot work today,” he said.

He sat up in his chair apd stared
at Deva with his intense, insolent
eyes.
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“Why can’t you work today 7"’

“lam tired. | capnot concentrate
“Why are you tired 2"
Gunapala hesitated.

“I went on a trip with some friends
and | returned only this morning.”

A trip—you mean you went on
a picnic.”

‘N I

“What then "

The boy gave po apswer.

The water came to a boil and
Deva turped round and proceeded
to make the tea, He made two
cups of tea and offered one to
Gunpapala. He leaped over and hela
the cup to him. Gunapala merely
looked up at Deva and did
nothing. He just squinted his eyes
at him. There was then what seemed
like a long wait and Deva made up
his mind that in this tussle of wills
he must win.

“Take it,”" he ordered firmly.

Another long mcment went by.
Then Gunapala finally gave in and
accepted the cup. Deya was relieved
that it did pot turp into anything
more uppleasant than just that wait
until the young man became sersible.

“If you feel better after the tea
we will proceed to do some work,"
he said. For a long moment Guna-
pala did not show a reaction to this
insistence on work. He just sat
there and stared across the room.
Then suddenly he bent forward and
replaced the book of Van Gogh
sketches on the table. Clearly
something had made Gunapala lose
interest in his work ; there was
not going to be any more of it ; but
what bothered Deva was his res-
ponsibility to Piyaratpe. He had got
him interested in the boy's work
against his better judgement. He
felt now that he owed it to Piyaratne
to tell him of this development
before he committed himself to
anything on the boy's behalf. He
must be warned of the dangers. It
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was no lopger a simple attempt to
help a lad who rieeded help. There
was much more to it than was
visible to the eye.

“Have you done any work at
home as | asked you 1"

“Yes, | brought the drawings with
me."

He proceeded to uproll them.
Deva took them from him and began
to examine them. Sometimes he
paused a little longer over one than
over apother. The lad had dopa
everything he had been asked to do.
They were studies of the humap
body, and they were good. Thers
was just this hesitancy of line and
drawing, a certain unsurepess, The
lines were sometimes thick and
smudgy but always there was the
accuracy of shape and proportion,
and this npatural gift he had for
showing the mooa of a face. He still
had to learn to do this with swiftness
and agility, and that way he must
learn to master the fupdamentals
of his craft consciously which he
now kpew only by some hidden
instinct ; but he was trapped in his
environment, a stale, empty, up-
productive epvironmert.

He handed the sketches back apd
he looked up at Gunapala. “Do you
think you want to go on with your
work 2"’ he asked.

“Go on with my work now 2"

“Now and afterwards.”

“Now | want to go back home.”

“What about later 1"

“l want to think about it."”

“What have you to think about 1"

“l am tired now and can't think
about anything.'

“But cap you tell me whether you
want to goon with your studies
or not 1"

“I am tired now and want to go
home.”

“All right then you can go. Let
me kpow when you have made up
your mind.” :
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“Made up my mind 1"
“Yes, when you haye made up
your mind.”

The boy said nothing. He rose and
stood indecisively in the centre of
the room. He was there a long
moment, and for a quick, brief
moment he lcoked up at Deva ;
then he turned and went out of ths
room.

When Gupapala was gone Deva
lit a cigar and lay back on his bed to
think. Someone had said somewher2
that it was when man’s survival was
most threateped that nis faculties
came most alive. Everything was
being threatened now but where
was the proof that anything was
coming alive—things were rather
dying and disintegrating.

Night had crept in while he lay
there—slowly at first, the greyness

deepening Within the room and"

suddenly it was dark and Deva had
not noticed it. He contipued to lia
there motionless—even his thoughts
had dried up in his head. He made
no attempt to rise apd light the

lamps. He just lay there in the
darkpess,
Copyright Reserved
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SNIPPETS

A man's friendship’s are, like his
will, invalidated by marriage — but
they are also no less invalidated by
the marriage of his friends.—

Samuel Butler.

Now hatred is by far the longest

pleasure
Men love in haste but they
detest 2t leisure—Lord Byron.

There is no greater sorrow thap
to recall a time of happiness when

in misery.
Alighieri Dante

—
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SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

Aug. 28 — Sept. 6

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA

AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN
COLOMEO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—
Ceylon Daily Mirror; CO—Ceylon
Observer; ST—Sunday Times; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Lankadipa; YK—Vira-
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina;
SLD—Sri Lankadipa; JD—Jlanadina;
DP—Dinapathi; SU—Sun; CM—
Chintamani; WK—Weekend; RR—
Riviresa; EN—Eelanadu; IDPR—
Information Dept. Press Release;
DK—Dinakara; DV—Davasa.

MONDAY, AUGUST 28: Ad-
dresing a meeting following the
ceremonial opening of the campus at
Matara yesterday the President said
that students are expected to come
to the uplversity to learn 2nd not to
create trouble ; there are always a
handful who come to the university
to create trouble: the doors are
open for that type of student to go
away ; the government will pot
tolerate trouble makers in the
upiversity. The private sector has
provided for 20,000 more jobs so
far in response to the request made
by the President to increase work
forces at least by 10%. The Minister
of Finance said that the aim of the
government was to recruit the
scream of talent ip the land’ into the
public services. The government
yesterday informed twelve Supreme
Court judges out of a total of nine-
teen now sitting that they have been
reappointed as members of the
newly constituted Supreme Court
and the new Court of Appeal—CDN.
The President speaking at the open-
ing of the Ruhupu Carmpus sald that
in the next budget steps would be
taken to increase the salaries of
government servants. About 6,000
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students from all aducational dls-
tricts will participate in the celebra-
tions on Sept. 7 when the new
copstitution s prcmulga.ted-—-CDM.
Indian entrepreneurs will soon make
prospective inroads into the FTZ
and invest in a pumber of small and
medium scale upits with maximum
utilisation of Lznken mapnpower—
SU. The Parliamentary Com.ittee
of the TULF has decided pot to
attend any of the functions connscted
with the new constitution; they
further decided that Tamils should
boycott all these functions, childrzp
should keep away from school and
that all Tamils should dedicate that
day for the ‘liberation of the race'—
VK. Tobacco growers have decided
not to grow more tobacco until
the Tobacco Company gives them
better prices for their produce-
JD. The Petroleum Corporation has
signed an agreement with a Norwe-
gian firm for oil exploration—/D.
Pope John Paul | told the world
today that he would continue the
moderate polices of his predecessors.
Violence spread from Northerp
Lebanon to the South last night
after a day of fightizg North of Beirut
in which at lsast 65 p=ople wer.
killed—CDN. The Presidant of the
Irapiap Senate Sharif Emami has
been charged with forming 2 new
government in lran following the
resignation of Premier Amouzegar—
Su.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 2% : First
witn=ss Mr, Deheragoda testifying
before the Presidential Coemmission
on Inquiry said that ne was threateped
over the phone by Mr. Kobbe-
kaduwa. The questiopn of the relation-
ship of the TULF and the CWC when
it came for discussion at the mesting
of the TULF Working Committes
was stropgly disputed ; the diehard
youths ipsisted that the TULF
should sever all copnections with
the CWC. The wholesale prices of
food and consumer goods have
shown 2 marked decline in May this
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year as compared to the prices
fetzched in April—CDN. The CWE,
the PMB 2and other ipstitutions that
supply goods to the co-operative
department should come under the
purview of the Food Ministry accord-
ing to a recommendation by the
Cabiget sub -« committee—CDM.
Traders big and small, who viclate
the provisicns of the Copsumer
Protection Law will forfeit all thair
propertics both moveable and
immovable ; this will be one of
the penal provisons that will be
incoporated in the Consumer Fro-
tection' Law. The Central Bank of
Ceylon will issue anew Rs. 100 pote
—SU. ~ Mr. Kumar Pennambalam
speaking at a meeting said that
though the TULF had decided to
boycott the corstitution day func-
tions, they had secret talks with the
government 2sking fer 5 ministerial
posts, but they were tcld they could
have only three—DP. On a re-
commandation made by a Regional
Conference on. Co-operation held
In Indonesia recently the Internatio-
nal Cc-operative Alliance will set
up a Co-operative Teacher Training
Institute in Sri Lanka shortly—
IDPR No. 55. Arrapgements have
been made to copduct a massive
shramadana campaign with about
10,000 volunteers in the Borella
electorate on friday Sept. 8 under
the auspiccs of the Mipister of
Transpori—/DPR  No. 52. The
United Working Committee of Trade
Unlons will meet on Sept 17 to
discuss the steps that have to be
talen to make the island wide strike
on Sept 28 a success—ATH. A
large number of files pertaining to
bribery charges which were handed
over to the Bribery Commission
for ipvestization have disappeared
and the CID is investigating—DV.
Nicaragua's business leaders met
yesterday to dliscuss whather to
support a national strike aimed at
ousting President Somoza—CDM.
Chinese leader Hua Kua-feng holds
final talks today at the end of his

historic twe week trip to Europe
which Moscow has assailed as a
moye to split the Communist move-
ment. The inauguration of the pew
Pope and the funeral for his prede-
cessor will cost the Remap catholic
church about 8 billion lire (9—} million
dollars). lndia’s ruling Janta Party
goverpment suffered a set back
today when it hastily withdrew
an apti-defectiopn bill tabled in Parlia-
ment because of protests froem party
membears.—5U.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 230
A consortium of private sector
construction and cousultancy firms
organised by the Ceylen Chamber
of Commerce has been ipvited
by the Mahaweli Development Beard
to updertake a large volume of
work in connection with the Maha-
weli project. The private fish trade
has beey told that the cold room
storage of the government will
no longer be available to freeze
fish as it is required to stock im-
ported meats and poultry. Lack
of co-operation between goverp-
ment departments and other public
institutions is the principle cause
of wastage in the public sector and
it was hampering the progress of
the patien said the PM speaking
at Hambaptota. Sri lapka's big-
gest prison at Welikada will soon
be converted in its eptirety into
a remand jail. A team of Japanese
consultants are due soon to stream-
line the Colombe Port—CDN. Ac-
cordipg to a study it has been found
that foreign engineering consui-
tants are being paid Rs. 50,000 to
Rs. 80,000 a2 month and in one
case Hs. 150,000; they are pad
in forelgn cachange e:t of the
project aild given to Sri Lapka;
gevarn:ient is now considering the
possibility of getting local engi-
neers with the same or better
qualifications—CDM. There is spe-
culation regerding the political
stand of the first MP. for Batticaloa
Mr. S. Raladurai. The Teachers
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Unfons In the is.and are preparing
for a one day token strike to protes
against victimisation, the high cos
of living and repressive laws—VK
The Minister of Trade who has
returped from New Delhi said
that the Indian FM had told hin,
personally that their couptry and
government was totally opposed
to the TULF's plea for Tamil Eelam
—DP. The Austrilian government
has expressed its willingness to
join the Sri Lanka Ald Group as z
full member—IDPR No. 592. Foreign
reserves of the country have in-
creased by Rs. 4744 millicn in the
year which epded in May—DM.
Ceptral Bapk investigations have
shown that many warehousss which
could be used for storage after
minor repairs. are being left to
igle while there is an acute
shortage of storzge [facilities—LD.
The Nicaraguan goveriment has
survived an attempted coup by
soldiers and civilians but faced 2
natiopal strike apd outbreak of
violence in several towps. Hua
Kua Feng arrived today for a three
day visit to Iran, the first Chizsse
CP Chairman to set foot in 2 pon-
communist country—CDM. Chipa
says that Vistnamese troops have
been digging on a plece of terri-
tory they occupied on Friday and
hinted that action would be takepn
to expel them—CDM. The body
of Kenya's Jomo Kepyata will go
on permenant display in aspecially
built masoleum in the centre of
Nairobi after his state fuperal.
Rhodesia’s most wanted guerilla
was killed in an African township
outside Salisbury—SU.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 3I:
The Central Bank of Ceylon has
laupched a couptry wide data ccl-
lecting scheme to work out a rea-
listic cost of living index and also
keep the government appraisad
of supply conditions and trapspert
in rural areas. The Minister of
Agriculture has decided to hang
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over to the private sector the
management of a]l state farms
now rupning at a loss. The sea
around Sri Lapnka had uplimited
fishery resources and if properly
tapped these could greatly cop-
tribute to the economic develop-
ment of the country said the Direc-
tor, Institute of Marine Research,
Bergen, Norway—CDN. The second
budge of the presepnt governmenpt
will be introduced by the Minister
of Finance and Planning on Novem-
ber 5. The Mipister of Fisheri.s
in copsultation with the MNatiopal
Youth Seryice Council has drawn
Up a scheme to make fish available
to Colombo residents at reasopa-
ble prices—CDM. Copsumers will
soon be able to get bread with
209 rice flour and 809, wheat flour
—DP. The deputy Migister of Food
said yesterday that the import
of chillies and onions will be curbed
to protect producers and they
will be imported only in times of
shortage—EN. The Minister of Fishe-
ries has formulated a plan ensu-
ring the supply of out board fishe-
ing vessls to the npeedy fishermen
on a subsidy scheme—IDPR No. 4.
The government has decided that
in connection with the promul-
gation of the new constitution there
should be a ban of slaughter of
cattle throughout the island as
well as closure of all liquer bars
on 7.9.78—IDPR No. 8. Agricul-
tural officers have been prohibited
from going abroad on scholarships
because the Minister thinks that
officials who went before have
not gained any extra knowledge
on agricultural methods—DV. Ap
East German couple hijacked a
Polish Airliner with about 70
people aboard to West Berlin. Seve-
ral hundred farmers were shouting
slogans against Indian PM Moraji
Desai outside Parliament. Israel
warned the US and the UN
that Syria might try to foil the
Camp David Summit by increased
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attacks agaipst the Lebzpese chris-
tiaps—SU.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER |I: The
budgetary position of the country
is more satisfactory this year than
in the last |5 years and after decades
the government will be able to
close the financial year on 2 satis-
factory pote said the Minister of
Finance yesterday. The Minister
of Textile Industries said that cer-
tain curbs will have to be placed
on the import of textiles which
affect our handloom industry. Sri
Lanka patiopals visiting India are
eligible for the 30 day lapding
permit facility provided they travel
by air and have not availed them-
selves of the facility during the
preceding six months. The polica
will enforce a ban on footboard
travel from next Monday. It is in
the interests of the private sector
to make reasonable profits and
survive rather than make uncon-
scionable prefits and perish said
the Minister of Finance. Thea Special
Commissioner of the Colombo
Municipality will shortly amend
the Municipal by-laws to presecute
householders who dump garbage
on public roads. The biggest singla
project to come up in the FTZ
so far is the Rs. 42 million French
Glass Mapufacturing Firm—CDM.
People who commit criminal of-
fences under the influence of liquor
will in future face severe punish-
ment.  The Transport Minister
hopes to solve the problem of
vapdalism in public transport in
the country by installing aluminium
seats in buses and trains—SU. Tele-
graph and telephone rates to India
will be raised from September |5—
VK. The Minister of Food and Co-
operatives has promised to make
ayailable rice at Rs. 2.90 2 measure
in all districts within a short time—
DP. The Japanese government
has entered into an agreement with
Sri Lanka to provide a grant of 8
hundred million yen (64.4 milliop
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Rs) for copstructing and equipping
Phase Il of the Teaching Hospital
at the University of Sri Lanka,
Peradeniya Campus. The Mipis-
ter of Education has decided
to chapgs all school syllabuses
from Grade 6 upwards next year-LD.
The TULF has decided to boycott
all celebrations on the 7 and 8—|D.
Soviet Foreign Minister Gremyko
issued a thinly disguised warning
to the US agaipst embarking
on any new military involvement
in the Middle East—CDN. Presi-
dent Elias Sarkis pledged a thorough
investigation into the deaths of
civilians during a Syrian peace keep-
ing operation in Eritrean areas of
Northern Lebanon this week—CDM.
Britain’s Commonwealth and Pakis-
tani population is now close to 2
million according to the latest
figures. Indian External Affairg
Minister Vajpayee was hit by a
stone thrown 2t him when he at-
tempted to pacify angry students
protesting over the murder of two
teenagers in New Delni last week-
end—sU.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 12:
The President addressing all ragks
of the Sri Lanka army on his first
official visit to the Army Cantone-
ment at Papagoda called upon the
armed services to help the people
to protect their sovereignty. The
Minister of Food and Co-operatives
has placed on the alert some 10,000
co-operative outlets upder his
charge against possible manpipula-

tion to create artificial shortages

in rice in certaip areas. The Minis-
ter of Finance will set out . ap
aid mission to four countries op
September 10 to discuss Sri Lanka's
Aid Programme for 1979—CDN.
The ‘chit' system of admitting
patients to the Colombo Geperal
Hospital has becn abolished. Tea
producing and exporting countries
which concluded a four day seminar
in Colombo recorded their cop-
cern over the continuing fall ip
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world tea prices. Nearly Rs. 200,000
worth of luxury goods brought
in commercial quantities by a plane
load  of Sri Lapkans returning after
a two day shopping spree in the
Maldives were detained by the
Customs on Thursday—CDM. The-
goverpment has decided to esta-
blish 2 multi-million rupee welfare
fupd for the benefit of more than
1.5 million plagtation sector em-
ployees. The leader of the JVP,
Mr. Rohana Wijeweera has pledged
that while his Party peacefully
campaigned to come to power at
the pext general electicns it would
also ensure that SLFP did not come
back to power. TV can be viewed
in Sri Lanka from Japuary next

year; these broadcasts will be initially,

restricted to residents in the Col-
ombo district—SU. The JVP leader
stated that though they were for
district autopomy they were total-
ly opposed to the call for Tamil
Eelam; if they came to powar they
would grant all privileges enjoyed
by the Siphalese lapguage to the
Tamil language as well-DP. The
leader of the SLFP, Mrs. Bapdara-
naike has said that her party was
ready to upite with the left parties
to fight the UNP—DK. Israel PM
Begin said last night that he would
not agree to the stationing of
Americanp or UN troops in Israel
as part of a Middle East Peace
agreement—CDN. Pope lohn Paul
in his first address to the diplo-
matic corps said he would try te
develop respect for the life and
dignity of mapkind—CDM.  The
two major black natiopalist Parties
in Rhodesia’s trapsitional govers-
ment declared that PM lan Smith
has held a secret mesting in Zambia
aimed at putting Patriotic Front
guerilla leader Joshua Nkomo in
charge of the trapsition to black
rule—SU.

SUNDAY,
There is widespread

SEPTEMBER 3
interest in
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political circles about the Cabinet
reshuffle which will take place
with the promulgation of the pew
constitution next Thursday: the
Cabinet is also likely to bz expanded
with three pew faces. Special
religious, world offering services
in every city, town and village of
the country will mark the promul-
gation of the new constitution on
September 7. Sri Lanka's tax
stucture will be completely over-
hauled from tne coming tax year
simplifying aeclaration and collec-
tion procedures—SO.  Two new
Ministers, Mr. S. Thondaman and
Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe are ex-
pected to be in the enlarged Cabinet
of twenty six when the new cons-
titution is promulgated. The Minis-
ter of Education and Higher Educa-
tion has decided to enlist the sup-
port of parents of 4900 students
who are to be admitted to the
university this year to epsure that
their children devote their time
to studies and extra-mura! univer-
sity activities.  Sri Lanka Inter-
national  Airlines—the proposed
national carrier—is expected to
start flight operaticns from Octo-
ber 1979. A Fund called *Dr. G. C.
Mendis Memorial Fund' has been
inaugurated to assist deserving
scholars epgagea in research in
Sri Lapka history—ST. The Guest
Resident Scheme which  epables
foreigners to settle down in Sri
Lapnka and which was temporarily
suspended since April 1977 has
now been given the go-zhead by
the governmept.  President has
appointed a six member sub com-
mittee to monitor the develop-
ment and management of the plan-
tation industry in the couptry.
The MNational Association for the
Prevention of Crime apnd Delin-
quency which was formed recently
has begun a drive to set up brapch
organisations throughout the coup-
try—WK.
said that the goverpment would
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under no copdition stop the im~
port of meat—CM. A new ministry
for Employment .opportunities "as
well as for youth affairs will be set
up with the new constitution. The
ULF has said that Sept. 7 should
be utilised for protesting against
the cost of living, democratic rights
denied by the UNP govergment
ete—VK. The government has
decided to give more powers to
GA's and AGa's—SLDP. The Minis-
ter of Agriculture has foupd out
that 90% of state owned farms
are rupming at a loss—RR. Leagers
of black Africa’s influeytial fropt-
line states flew to Lusaka yesterday
for a maior nieeting =apparently
aimed at accelerating moves to-
wards an all-Party Rhodesia Peace
Conference—ST.  Pakistan's Chief
Martial Law Administrator Zia Ul-
Haq held ‘good, profitable and
friendly’ talks with Indian PM
Morarji Desai in Mairobhi he said
in Rawalzindi—WK. Egyptian PM
Mamdounh Saleem will resign after
President Sadat’s Summit this month
with Israel's PM Begin—50.

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 4:
The Customs have clamped down
on the import of commercial quan-
tities of textiles brought into the
country by Sri Lankans returning
from abroac. Teachers will be
appointed to schools on a district
basis next year; the Ministry of
Education has decided this ip the
interests of teachers and students.
The Rabitat Al Alam Al Islam of
Mecca has financed the entire print-
ing cost of the trapslation of th:
Holy Quaran in Tamil for free dis-
tribution, at the request of the
Minister of Transport. Trapsport-
ers of cattle or buffaloes without
a valid permit will be prosecuted—
CDN. One hundred thousand
tons of rice purchased by the Food
Department from Pakistan in May
this year are still lying in that coun-
try as government’s efforts to sell
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it have not been suceossful. Tha
snee prestigicus headmaster’s and
headmistress’ Conference will be
ravivegd so that it can make a mean-
ingful copntribution towards the
growth and development of edu-
cation. Recognised political parties
are finalising their lists of respec-
tive candidates apd maycral capdi-
dates for the forthcoming clections
to the Colombo Municipal Council—
CDM, Saveral members of the
CWC are expectad to call on their
President to sever conpections with
the TULF when they meet tomor-
row. Mr. M. Sivasithamgaram,
President of the All Ceylen Tamil
Congress and the President of the

TULF apnd Mr. T. Sivasithamiparain-

presept Secretary of the ACTC
were yesterday upapimeusly ex-
pelled by the ACTC from its
working committes. High Court
Judges, District Judges and Magis-
trates will wear a black gsown with
lapels of different colours to dis-
tinguish them while on the bench
in terms of the new constituticn—
SU. The Eastern Province which
remains a completely agricultural
area, will soon have many indus-
tries on the orders of the Mipister
of Industries—DP, The President
has told the members of the Hill
eountry  United Youth League to
promote the cause of craating
citizens of Ceylon of Ipdian origin
into a seperate national minority—
VK.  The USSR Government - has
appointed Mr. A. S. Pasiutine as
Ambassador to Sri Lanka—IDPR Ne.
165/78. The IGP is taking stepg
to recruit [000 persons to the polize
force every year for the next five
years in order to  stréngthen the
forze—DV. The leader of the IVP
flohana  Wijeweera  said
the new constitution was
Letter than the previous one—DK.
Kings. Dukes, Presidepts and
Chiefs joined tens of thousands of
i-llgrims at St. Peter's Square for a
simple but' majestic mass to inau-
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gurate the reign of Pope Joln Paul.
At least 80 personswere killed and
hundreds reported missing in severe
floods sweeping Northerp and Eas-
tern India raising the death
toll in recent weeks to gearly 900,
Rhodesian PM lan Smith last night
conffirmed he had attended =2 secrat
meetizg in Zambia but strongly
denied that he had agreed to hand
over power to the Patriotic Front—
CDN. Ugandan President Idi Amin
angrily attacked the British press
for reporting that he was spubbed
by Prince Charles at the state
funeral of Jomo Kenyata—CDM.
Austrian Chancellor Bruno Kresiky
was quoted in Hague as describing
Isragli PM Begin as a political
grocer and Israel as a political
state with a South Africap style
apartheid system for its Arab
subjects—SU.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER B5:
‘Dedication to work® will be the
theme of the activites on Thursday
when the copstitution is promul-
gated; no leave will be granted to
employces of any ministry, depart-
ment, or corporatiop; unlessabsolute-
ly sssentiali Sept 8 will be a public
holiday. Over 400 updergraduates,
most of whom will be freshers
from urban schools are being given
a upique opportupity to carry
out Mahaweli Shramadapa for the
first time at the Maduru Oya Pre-
ject this mopth. All campuses
will be elevated to upiversities
under a seperate vice chancellor
once the new University law comes
into force by the end of October
this year said the Minister of Educa-
tion—CDN. The PM and Mipister
of Local Govt, Housing ete. will
increase the maximum limit of the
housing loans granted by the de-
partmept 'of housing from Rs. 40,000
to Rs. 50,000 in view of the
high  cost of building materials,
Admissions to the upiversities ip
Sri Lanka from next year will stricty
be on 2 district basis except for
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medical and engineering student
said the Minister of Education—.
CDM. Even students who are
upable to pass the GCE 'Q’ level
examination will in future get ap
opportunity of sitting the GCE ‘A’
level which is also the upiversity
entrance qualifying test. The goy-
ernmept has given the greeplight
for the French-based Bapk of lndo-
China and Suez and the British
Bank of Credit and Commerce
to open branches in Sri Lanka.
Hulsdorf—the traditional seat of the
judiciary in Colombo—is te be re-
structured with aid from UNDP—
SU. Childrep of plantation werkers,
both males apd females will ba
given first preference for jobs.
on thz plantations according to
a decision by the Ministry of Plap-
tation Industries—DP. The Minis-
try of Health is thinking of sending
the 700 odd doctors now working
in the admipistrative section back
to the wards—DM. The Ministar of
Trade has decided to start a2 mobile
tractor repairing upit to effece
repairs to tracters in the fields
itself—DV.  About 1,50,000 people
wers feared swept away in West
Bepgal apnd standing crops worth
Rs. 100 million destroyed. Nicara-
gua's cities wers tense but quist
as a patiopal strike assignzd
to oust Prasident Somoza main-
tained its grip on the country—
CDN. Tanzanian President Nyerere
said that pothing was achieved at
a secopd meeting last month bet-
ween Rhodssian whits migority
leader lan Smith apd Patriotic
Front co-leader Joshua Nkemo—SU,

WEDNESDAY, SEFTEMEBER 6:
The Ceylon Cement Corporatiop
will meet the egtire requirements
of coment for the Mahaweli Pro-
Ject, FTZ and the 100.000 housirg |
program of the government; this
assurance was given by the Minister
of Industries who said that the
corporation had ' contracted with
the Cemepnt Research Instituta of
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Indla to expapnd its prodvction
program. The Indian High Com-
missioner visited some estates in
the hill country and spoke to sup-
erintendents as well as repatriates
and ascertained the various prob-
lems confronting them on the
question of theirleaving the coun-
try. The tradition prevailing in
- Sri Lapka of keeping sepsitive state
decisions permanently secret is
to be chenged; a presidential
Archives depositery will be soon be
set up on the lines of the Presi-
dential Archives in America—CDN.
The IMF has placed Sri Lapka—for
the first time—in the category of
countries that are worthy of con-
sideration of Extended Fund Faci-
lity; this is a loan facility of further
quotas of loans over the standby
loans given to countries which have
shown positive progress and deve-
lopment. The World Bank will
finance the setting up of a 5,000
acre estate in the Moneragala dls-
trict for growing sugar cane. The
Executive Council of the CWC
upapimously authorised its Presi-
dept Mr. S. Thondaman to accept
the invitation extended to him by
the President to join the Cabipet—
CDM. There is much speculation
of an Opposition membar of the
SLFP crossing over to [oin the
government benches today—SU. The
leader of the CWC is expected
to take oaths as a Minister at 10
am today. Mr. S. Thondaman said
that though he had joined the
government there will be no change
in his relationship with the TULF
and that he was joining the govern-
ment to work for the Tamils as
well as the good of the people—VK.
The Education Minister is taking
steps to open 10 schools in Colom-
bo and the suburbs before the end
of next year—DM, The Customs
have discovered a raclet whereby
millions of Rs. worth of foreign
exchange is being sent out of the
island  through  foreigners—LD.
India's worst floods In recent years

3

have left hundreds feared dead
and upto 2 million homeless In
W. Bengal and posed a major threat
to the pational capltal 800 miles
away. The Nicaraguan government
has  arrested 60  prominent
businessmen and  politiclans in
an attempt to crush a growing
national strike a2imed at ousting
President Somoza. A high ranking
police officer was shot dead in
Damascus in the latest of a string
of assassinations which have sent
fear through the minority com-
mupity wielding power in Syria—
CDN. China which hailed Cambodia’s
successful resistance to Vistnam
has pledged its continued support
for Phnom Penh—CDM. Guerilla
Leader Nkome said his forces had
brought down a Rhodesian airiner
with 56 people aboard and dec-
lared Smith has got to surrender.
Israel radio reported that PM's
office has got a threat from a
Japanese group to sabotage the
Israel-Egypt US Summit and attack an
Israeli airport unless 2 jailed Japa-
nese guerilla wes freed. At least
seven deaths resulted from clashes
betwesn police apd demonstra-
tors in various parts of lran—SU.

+ 4+ o+

SRl LANKA ABANDONS

lts Unsuccessful
Socialism

Sri Lapka (or Ce)lon as it once was
called) has put out the welcome
mat for foreign investors. Not
since the early 1950s has there beepn
anything like it amopg the less-
developed countries (LDCs). A free
trade zone has beep sst up for
manufactuers, either 100% wholly
owned subsidiaries or with Sri
Lankan partpers. They will get a
five-year tax holiday. Plant sites
are allocated for 99 years for an
initial dowppayment 2pd 2 pomina]
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apnual rent. Foreign banks are
given carte blapche, including off-
shore facilities. But this is only
the forelgn face of a sweeping
revolution in economic and political
philosophy instituted by Sri Lanka's
new President, Jupius Richard
Jayawardene.

Jayawarden= has set out to reverse
the direction of postwar Sri Lankan
policy that turped his country from
one of almost limitless possibilities
on the eve of independence to a
hotbed of social 2nd pelitical conflict,
He is up agaipst formidable obstacles,
But he came into office less than 2
year ago with an overwhelming
manaate—140 of the |68 seats in
Parliament. He has style, 20 years
of experience in party politics, and
a group of eager and compstent
young lieutepants.

Slowly, the World Bank and other
interpational lepders have come
aroupd to backirg his effort to put
his people to work. It is going to
be one of the most interesting
developments in the Third World
over the pext few years. And,
despite Sri lapka's particular cir-
cumstances, it could be ap important
model for other LDCs. Sri Lapka is
one of the lowliest and most richly
endowed countries. It seemed to
have everything when independence
came in 1948, lts principal crops
and export earnsrs were tea, copra,
and timber, and they appeared to
have promising long-term, if volatile,
markets. Traditional Asian poverty
had been ameliorated with welfare
measures during World War 1L
Subsidized rice assured cheap food.
Unlversal education up to 14 years
was already on the statute book.
There were virtually free medical
services. Fair and open local elec-
tions had been held by the British
since 1931, providing a basis for a
democratic system.

But successive independent goverp-
ments were imbued with 2strange
mixture of Fablan Soclalism, elitise
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claims to power, and racism. The

natiop also gave birth to the world's

only successful Trotskyite party.
By 1971, despite a massive left-wing
electoral victory, 50,000 young men
were imprisoned in a brief but
bloody attempt to overthrow the
government. A secessionist move-
ment of the Tamil (South Indiap)

population had growa up in the

north-eastern third of the island.
And Sri Lapka's ecopomy was a
shambles, incapable of handling a
doubling of the population by 1576
to 14 million.

The rice ration. Jayawardene's
first move was to establish a presi-
dential system, modeled on th:
U.S. and Frapce. He felt that was
necessary to get some uppopular
measures past a Parliament that
would otherwise kpuckle upder to
pressure and consume time. Al-
though the cpposition leaders called
this dictatorial, tha fact is even they
welcomed it for the same reasons.
He withdrew the rice raticn from
families above a certain income
level, which means half the country
no lopger gets subsidized feod.
For 20 years the very threat to do
this had overthrown goverpments.
Not it permits the goverpmént to
turn 400 million rupees toward
economic development. The sugar
subsidy was also suspended. Jaya-
wardene has had to concede periodic
wage rises in both the public and
private sector. And while prices
have risen, shortages of essentials
have disappeared. He has clampea
down on luxury imports, apd in
some cases, prices for imported
necessities have actually fallen.

Jayawardene's policies have finzally
brought a ground sv 2ll of support
from interpational leaging agencies

and foreign governments, with the

posaibility of bringing 900,000 virgin
acres upder cultivation by irrigation
and generating more-than 2 billion
kilowatt hours of electricity. The
World Bank is under pressure to
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. goveryment from further

telescope ope of the schemes, a 30
year plan, into six years. Expert
opinion copsiders this impossible,
but Jayawardepe argues that if
couritries ravaged by Werld War Il
could rebuild quickly, Sri Lanka
can build quickly too. This kind
of messianism has received epormous
public support. He has mapaged
to placate the youth so far. |In
Colombo, for example, uniforms
far parking meter attepdants (who
g2t 259% of the take) and strest
signs with the names of city block
capitals (garbage men) have given
his young constituents pride in
their work. But there are |.5
million unemployed, half the work
force. He has promised an even
break for the Tamils, who complained
of discrimination. He has pardoned
the young rebels of 1971, promising
them and a million other youths
fobs.

Having gambled of foreign support
both privatz and from the develop-
ment banks—Jayawardene runpning
a race agaipnst him. The foreign
response will be crucial.

—Business Week

May 15, 1578.
+ 3
FOR THE RECORD
The following statement has

issued by the United

Left Front:

Life upder the UNP government
has beceme intolerable for the
common man. All the promises
that the UNP gave in gzneral elec-
tions to make things better for
the people have been broksn. Oply
action pnow c¢an deter the UNP
imple-
menting its anti-people policies.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

S;f Lanka’s “Socialism"'

The prices of essential goods
have reached an all-time high peint
—and contipue to rise. Devalua-
tion apd the abolition of prica
cojtrol have made things even
worse. The removal of rice ration
books on the orders of the World
Bank and the IMF and the increase
in the prices of flour, sugar, medi-
cines, exercise books, tinned and
powdered milk, dried fish ang
ofther items of mass consumption;
as well as the increased bus fares,
have hit the poor and the middle
class hard.

All these thipngs have made a
big out in the real wages and sala-
ries of the employed. At the same
time the shops are full of imported
luxuries that only the rich can
buy.

Now the UNP government plaps
new attacks on the ordinary man.
It has promised the World Bapk
to remove copsumer subsidies al-
together within the pext two
years—and is doing so steadily.
step by step. At the szame time, it
is attacking the democratic rights
of the workers and the mass of the
People by a number of dictatorial
laws apd by its new Constitution,
It has resorted to mass dismissals,
retrenchmept 2nd victimisation of
employces in goverpment depart-
ments, corporations, and co-opera-

- tives.

To remaip idle in such 2 situation
is fatal. Opposition can no longer
be expressed in public meetings and
private copversation alone. The
United Left Front calls on the peo- .
ple to demonstrate their active
Protest starting on  7th September
1978 when the new UNP Consti-
tution comes into force. We ezl]
on the people to cobserve 7th Sep-
tember 1978 as a Day of Protest
against tne UNP  government’s
attacks op the living standards and
democratic rights of the people..
We invite them to assemble at
the Old Town Hall ground Colom- -
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‘“independence™ of Judges

‘bo from 11.00 am on September

* 7th to manifest thls protest.

Let us unitédly demand that
the Governmept:—

(I) Gives everyone 4 lbs of rice
‘©ach week at Rs, | per 1b: (2) Gua-
Tantees every ope a ‘basket of es-
septial commodities’ at piices eyery-
cone can z2fferd; (3) Provides the
“dole” to all upemgloyed, without
discrimination; (4) Stops its at-
tacks op trade upion and demoe-
ratic rights and withdraws unde-
mocratic laws; and (5) Increases
‘wages and salaries by Rs. 150 a
month to compepsate for the cut
fa wages caused by devaluatiop
and Inflation.

The ULFappeals to all whe want
to see prices reduced and democ-
ratic rights restored to join us ip
this protest and in the other pro-
test actions to follow,

Berpard Soysz
Gepera] Secretary, LSSP.
Pieter Keunzmzn
General Secretary
Commupist Party

of Sri Lapka.

Ist September, (278
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‘BOOK REVIEW
Judges And
The Law

‘THE POLITICS ©OF THE

“JUDICIARY. ‘BY J. A. G.
“GRIFFITHS (LONDON-
-FONTANA, 1978) :224pp.

«£«L25 PAPER.

-EAW AND THE RISE OF
CAPITALISM. BY MICHAEL
“TIGAR AND MADELEINE
~LEVY {NEW YORK AND

-LONDON, MONTHLY RE-
VIEW.-PRESS, 1977). 320 PP.
<£-9.75.

i#In 1900" & iewspaper editor pub-
“lished© ap * article iabout a - High

-as

Court judge which he fater ad-
mitted was ‘Intemperate, improper,
ungentlemanly, and void of respect
due to his Lordship’s person and
office.’ Oply a year before the
most senior judges had stated that
they were ‘satisfied to leave to
public opinion attacks, or comments,
derogatory of them' (Mcleod v.
St. Aubyn 1899 AC 541,551). MNow
this policy was reversed and the
editor/writer was brought before
the courts for coptempt. He was
heavily fined (R. ¥. Gray 1900
2QB 36) and it wasmade clear that
the same thing would happen to
2nyone else who said that judges
were pot .impartial.

‘Twenty-six years later the editor
of the New Statesman faced the
same charge—contempt. He had
published an article warping Marie
Stopes and 'the birth control ecam-
paigners that with judges like Mr.
Justice Avory -around (‘and there
are -so many Avorys') they could
not -expect -a falr hearing. He
was found -gullty -and -ordered :to
pay the-total costs of the proceed-
ings (1828 44 TLR 307).

‘Accerding ~to <the traditiona]
theory Judges are -supposed -to be
impartial, to -act quite indepen-
dently of -government, and 'be
able to exclude from -their deci-
siop-making their -social, -politica],
“racial and other-personal biases-and
prejudices. This theory and image
of judges must be maintained at
all costs. If it goes, the -effect, ac-
cording “to one old Chief Justice,
is ‘that /it ‘excites In- the minds
of the people a -general dissatis.
faction with all judicial determina-
tions and -indisposes their minds
to obey- them'"(R. v. Almon 1765
Wilmot's’ ©pinions  243). ~Obeying
the law, therefore, is no longer a
question of conseience -or doing
what is right; moral - and ideolo-
gical ©imperatives  disappear. ~To
obey-or pot Is: a-question of. poli-
tics and power. |f you-are strong
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you ‘get away with it; if you are
weak you get apnihilated.
Today judges cannot defend their

‘independence’ by resort to the:r

coptempt powers. Their position
i3 much more vulnerable and at-
tacks on their impartiality much
more commop. Last year a group
of women invaded the Criminal
Court of Appeal protesting vigo-
rously at that court’s frecing of a
soldier rapist. The bewildered
Judges retreated quickly, In the
old days you could be locked up
for suggestlng they were ‘biased,
prejudiced and urfair. These ﬁays
have clearly gone.

Professor.  Griffith’'s book s
devoted to showing, from a de-
tailed .examinaticn of a large pum-
ber of judge's dec:slons. that they
are pot impartial. lts great merit
is its clear-cut rejection of the
traditlonal theory In .a manpper
which WIll make it difficult for his
opponents to refute. The author,
who teaches at the London Schooi
of Economl:s has clearly spent 2
large part of his teaching career
reading and dlscussing the deci-
sions cf English High Court judges
-over a very wide area. Essentiall/

what he has done Jis to arrange

‘these .into dtfrerent topics—lndus-

trial relations,_pclice powers, race

relations and mmlgrauon, contempt
of court, secrecy, property rights
and squatting, and the attitudes
of. the judges to moral behawou.
demonstratiens, students and trade
unionists. His conclusions are tre
honest, sober and courzgeous as-
sessments of someope steeped in
the legzl traditien. He suggests
that it is the function of a judge,
whatever the economic. system, to
underpin the stability of that. sys-
tem znd- to protect it from attack
by resisting attempts to chanze.it.
| have a lot of eriticisms. of what
ke writes, particularly of ‘the sec-
tions .on race apnd immigration,
which could befar more :damnigg,
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There are also some epormous
gaps—nothing on women 2and no
assessment of the judges’ role ip
criminal trials. The case by case
method, too, has Some unpsatis-
fying features, in that it tepds to
remove decisions from their social
and historical setting. It is, for
example, upsatisfactory to deal
with judges and the police with-
out discussing the fupction of the
police in a capitalist country and
the particular history of the British
state. But when he finally tries
to place his conclusions in 2 cohe-
rent theoretical framework he gets
seriously bogged down. He says
he canpot accept a Marxist analysis,
because in Russia judges are sub-
seryient to the state and perform
essentially the same functions as
western judges, zlbeit more open,
and more authoritarian. It follows,
therefore, that such a function is
not peculiar to capitalism and hence
cannot be explained by Marxise
theory. This is the old mistake of
equating Marxism with what has
happened in Russia. Arguing from
such a fallacy does not. however,
prevent Professor Griffiths reach-
ing the conclusion that all the
judges that we know of in the world
today are state functionaries. But
it does stop him upderstanding
why in some countries, like the USA
or Britian, judges find it so neces-
sary to emphasize their impartiality
and say they are working for the
good of the whole community.
This has nothing to do with judi-
cial goodwill or the British charac-
ter, as some would have it, or the
peculiarities of the rule of law,
but has been forced on judges by a
powerful working-class movement
whose interests canpot be ignored
in buying their general acceptanca
of the legal system. A filure to
recognize that, it seems to me,
leaves us in the realms of wishfu]
thinking; either judges ought teo
be more impartial than they are
and then the world would be a
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better place; or we thank our lucky
stars that we live in Britain or the
US rather than one of those ghastly
totalitarian couptries, etc.

Nevertheless, despite these
shortcomings, the book's publica-
tion is a tremendous evept. Al-
ready it has set the cat amongst
the judicial pigeons and their
defenders. It has been linked with
the threatened boycott by black
lawyers of Judge McKinnon's Court
at the Old Bailey after his incre-
dibly biased summing up in a recent
case on incitement to racial hatred.
And in the Daily Express (15 Febru-
ary 1978) it has been likened to 2
‘Bible for the members of La-
bour’s new backbench Inquisition’
and called ‘dangerous’ and ‘insi-
dious'.

It is pot altogether surprising
that a book of this kind should
appear at this particular time.
People like Professor Griffiths do
not voice such conclusions unless
they are informed by existing social
currents that what they have to
say is what large sections of the
population are already saying or
are receptive to. He is producing
a serious attack on the ideology
which underpins judicial power at
a time when that power is being
openly attacked by widely diffe-
rent sections of the working class
in Britain today. At the beginning
of the century judges were forced
for the first time to make con-
cessions to growing working-class

power. The state could no longer
afford toe  have judges who
did not disguise their ruling-

class biases. But they kept botch-
ing things up. Decisions they made
had to be reversed by new legis-

lation e.g. Trade Disputes Act
1906).

The difficulties judges had in
dealing with the new require-

ments of their office were summed
up by a senior judge in 1920: ‘lt
is very difficult sometimes to be
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sure that you have put yourself
into a thoroughly impartial posi-
tion between two disputants, one
of your own class and ope not of
your class' (Scrutton L. J. to
Cambridge University Law Society,
18 November 1920). In the end
the judges mapaged to preserve
and enhance their reputation by
a geperal withdrawal from any
kind of judicial activisni, especially
in Industrial relations, and from
any kind of open political align-
ment.

This was fine while working-
class power was largely channelled
through trade unions in the factory
and the Labour Party in the com-
mupity. But it did not satisfy
businessmen who disliked an out-
of-touch judiciary. Thzy wanted,
and from about 1955 got, 2 judi-
ciary which was more responsive
to their needs. At the same time,
as the working class broke away
increasingly from the grip of the
union leadership and the Labour
Party in the late 1950s and 1960s,
the aid of the judges was increas-
ingly sought to curb the new acti-
vity and to define the frontiers
of the new social truces being en-
acted by Parliament or pegotiated
by the upions. Time and agaip
the judges’ ideas of how much
the state is wiling to concede
have failed to come up to the ex-
pectations of epe or apother sec-
tion of the population. The result
has been an increasing crescendo .
of criticism and abuse.  Whole
sets of laws were openly defied
in the early 1970's (industrial and
housing) a2nd some attempt Wwas
made in Parliament to remove
from office one of the judges prin-
cipally involved. Shortly before,
the partiality of judges in criminal
trials had been exposed—and new
levels of defiance of judicial autho-
rity reached—in the Mangrove trial.
More recently there has been the
invasion already referred to of the -
Criminal Appeal Court by Women
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against Rape.  Undoubtedly Pro-
fessor Griffith's book provides am-
mupition for these struggles, just
as they have put him in a pesition
where he can safely put his con-
clusions on public view.

Michael Tigar apd Madeleine
Levy’s Law and the Rise of Cagitalism
is a different kind of book. Within
its 320 pages the author attempts
to do many things. For examgle,
they have tackled the question of
how law can be used to effect
social change—what they call the
development of a ‘jurisprudence
of insurgency's which roughly trans-
lated means that lawyers will lead
the revolution, because they will
be able to tell the rest of us that
bourgeois law cappot satisfy our
needs. They have tried to solve
the problems of the ipdividual
lawyer committed to social change.
Basically this means battling as a
lawyer to see that people are pot
deprived of the civil liberties
guaranteed in the US conpstitution
and pointing out how raedily the
bourgeoisie depart from their owp
ideology. And they describe the
need for ‘a group challenging the
old order to formulate its own
juris prudence against that of the
old order. The underlying assump-
tion here is that the pew post-
revolutionary  society  towards
which we are heading will still be
dependent on law as a yital means
of social control, and will stil]
need 2a coercive state apparatus,
headed no doubt by the radical
lawyers, to keep us in coptrol,
but also to defend whatever civil
liberties we may retain under the
new system.

This theoretical mish-mash
apart, the substance of the book
traces how the ideas of bourgeois
law grew within feudalism, com-
peted with it and finally overcame
it. This is its most valuable section,
based on serious historical research.
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Here Tigar apd Levy illustrate,
with a weslth of material, that

feudal law was quite different
from the bourgeois law which
replaced it—and Ssimilarly the

bourgeois state. They also root
the development of bourgeois law
in the emergence of capitalist rela-
tions of production and, in parti-
cular, they link contract law to
the development of trade and com-
modity production. In other words,
they lay the basis for an analysis
of the fupdamental characteristic
of bourgeois law today and for
seeing what it is that will disappear
in the new society. But they do
not carry out this apalysis.

What they pick on and high-

light from the bourgeois struggle
against feudalism are the nmew civil
liberties—the right to silence, due
process etc. Because, | suspect,
they are basically civil liberties
people, they fasten on to this as-
pect of emergent bourgeois society,
and say that these gains are still
of value today and must be de-

fended. Quite right. But they
say nothing of the subsequent
impact of working-class power

on civil liberties. Seme civil liber-
ties, such as the right to silepce
and the right to due process, can
be directly traced to bourgeois/
feudal copflicts, but others, like
rights of assembly, right to a fair
rent and security of tepure, right
to organize etc., are entirely the
creation of working-class struggle
and power—our trapsitional
triumphs if you like.

Secondly, the authors have poth-
ing to say about those feudal re-
latiopships and forms of legal con-
trol which were pot rejected but
were taken over and given new
impetus by capitalism. | refer in
particular to those laws which
maintained the subordipnate posi-
tion of women in marriage, family

and the home and penalized through
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rape, prostitution apd. illegitimacy
laws any atempts to escape from
the imposed female role. We
capnot speak of law and the rise of
capitalism without giving these a
central place; yet they are pot
even mentioned,

Thirdly, having said much about
the development coptractual rela-
tions, Tigar and Levy miss entirely
their crucial impzct. These did
not just regulate the relations of
merchants ipvolved in commodity
exchange. They also became the
formal exprassion of the key re-
lationship between the emergent
male working class and their capi-
talist masters. These contracts
had four . characteristics: (1) they
were made between people who
contracted on a basis of equality;
(2) both were free, not serfs or
slaves, though in the case of the
working class they were also ‘free’
from any means of producing or
of subsisting outside of this ‘freely’
entered relationship; (3) both were
exchanging property—the workers’
bodies or minds for the capitlists’
wage, and (4) the exchange was to
the mutual advaptage of each.
From this contractual base stems
the idea of the social contract, the
system of parliamentary democracy
which builds on it and the notiop
that the state represents the will
and free copsent of the whole
population.

And why is this contractual
development so important!? First,
because it is one of the pivots of
the whole legal system, as | have
briefly outlined. Secondly, because,
as Marx carefully explaiped in Capi-
tal, it is the form which masks
the source of profit or surplus
value and thus the exploitation of
the working class. Why?! Because
at any given standard of living the
working class ‘create more value
through their work than they
need to live on through their wage
or lack of it. Class struggle is the
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struggle to alter the terms of this
relationship. It is the function of
all law, including that which deals
with civil liberties, to maintain
the conditions in which the con=
tinued ~exploitation of the class
can go on under the guise of freely-
entered, mutually - advaptageous
contracts, superyvised by a democ-
ratically - elected government
which looks after all our interests.

From this short account | hope
| maeke my position clear. | see
no fundamental change in the way
we relate to our fellow human
beings, which does not invelve the
abolition of all law as we kpow it.
Let me approach the same question
in a different way. In a famous
passage in his Preface to @ Critique
of Palitical Economy, Marx says:
“No social order is ever destroyed
before all the productive forces
for which it Is sufficient have been
developed. (Tigar ~and Levy
demonstrate this very concretely in
thelr historical section dealing with
feudalism), and new superior re-
lations of production never re-
place older ones before the material
conditions of their existence have
matured within the framewerk of
the old society.” :

So it is updoubtedly truz that
new legal forms which would pre-
dominate in bourgeois socliety a[,pear
during the existencz of feudal
society and eventually replace t ‘them.

That is really the thesis of Tigar
and Levys book. But the new
bourgeois society is still a c!ass
society which needs laws and a
represslve state apparatus to mafn-
tain the dominance of the neéw
ruling class. What is valid for the
transition from feudahsm to capl-
talism is then crudely transplanted
by our authors into present-day

- conditlons Because bourgeo!s Taw-

yers had a big_role to paly in the
tapsition’ from feudal law to bour-
geols law, the authors presugposa
an equally bsg role in the trapsi-
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ton to a nen-capitalist society.
Behind all“that they write there s
an assumption that after capitalismr
we shall still have a social “process
of production which takes an anta-
gonistic form, in which the interests
of a dominant ‘class are maintained
by “a state and legal apparatus.
Obviously in such a’ society we

shall still meed our civil - liberty.

laws and lawyers. “Against that view
is the position of Marx that the
bourgeois form of production is
the last- antagenistic form of the
social process of production, th2
last class society. The task ‘then‘is
not to develop our own jurispru-
dence against that of the old order
but to identify the humap needs of
the class agalnst a]l 1ur15prudence
lan Macdonald
Caurtesy. Race
The Temple,
London:

Grama Sastra-14
Sc-ribbling?n Uﬁ Villfge;

Buttala ot 3 B. C

by Gaml,;a

IN the 3rd century BC, there was
2 iunctlon town “between Tissa in
the South and Anuradhzpura in the
north. called Gr..ttahal‘oka. today’s
Buttala But Buttala Iﬂs fallen
on bad days, some might say. Others
might say that it never, “had it so
good"'. LDEpends on which way you
look at it, A poor peasant boy met
me and sald that he sold a bunch

of kolikuttd plaptains for Rs. 8/~ that -

very morningz to'a boutique in the
town, but* that they sell a comb
for'Rs. 8/-"* That same afternoop,
the ~boy was proved true. lnquired
and ‘was told Rs~ Bj- “honﬂi kMi-
4o e e >
“W—cafe and Hotel d A—drew

people fn with thélr blaring*16ud-
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speakers  which seemed quick.
earmers: So was the roaring trade
done by tWo unassuming; matter-of-
fact sellers of ~Kurumba at 75
cts -a-nut and thambili, king-
coconut at 1/75 a nut. The empty
shells were rolled on over to a side.
All the “nuts’ that lookad up to
the heavens, | mean the “polkombe”
or the empty ¢hell, had collected
water and the “inevitable mosquite
laryae in them. Then might come
the DDT man or the Malathion man.
I fact flies were: having 2 gay time
on that stinking garbage dump—
then someone wonders Why “so
many poor peasants and villagers
have bad stomachs and Wwhy they
constantly make the trek to doctore
less hospitals and drugless dispen=
garles, The Rarbage area in this
3¢d century BC town under review,
was I5ft by 12ft, which is sizeable,
but it was right In the middle of the
busstand. The seat for  waiting
passengers was 2 fallen down Mara
trae which had no “sittable” seat
on its trupnk. Every bus had to send
its four tyres into 2 twenty-foot long
rut which diviged the road from the
stand, and the passengers always
gét bent in three or four at that
un-solemn moment; as if tney have
forgotten to take: gripe water or
are having the cramps! That rut
did mot fecl tod lopely. It had a
compmion which' collectew rain
water” and ‘mud and cow dung,
8ft by 10ft, a gaping hole which som-
ho N tha area leaders had missed.

To cap it all, I met anotber little
lad, let's call him Chapdradasa, who

. gaid his school had 11 teachers and

12 classes, but that the “'arithmetic
was difficult apd the English in-
adequate apd not liked by him.”
Then, on his own, he went on: "l
would prefer if they told us the
different kinds of rice ana what "to
use for them. | do not like'to use
urea for my plents, ‘because 1t 7is
Rs. 40F per sack. I'am going to “stop
“Demexin"; for I''saw ugly storfeg
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about it in the paper. | read at least
one paper at the kads”. A fifteen-
year old lad and rather spirited
His father had a few ‘“liyadde’
(plots of paddy) but he and nls
father worked on another’s forty
liyadi.

Go and see Buttala some day, if
you have the time. Old glory must
surely have belonged to it (I dont
mean the flag of a certaln coumq)
in its haleyor days when elephants
walked and made tracks which were
dead-straight (since elephants dis-
like the zig-zag). Those became
cart-tracks and then gamsabha roads,
then tarred roads, and pow, in the
twentieth century the road is so
badly made that no buses go that
way to Kataragama, they say.

o o L] o

LETTERS

Pledges

Slr. i

With - reference to the above
published in your jourpal dated
Jupe 10, 1978 the fifth pledge reads:
“I will treat every citizen .of Sri
Lanka alike and give him or her
equal opportupities to progr
and the sixth pledge g-eads'-"l
will offer to the minority, specizlly
to the Tamil-speaking people, who
ara citizens an equal place in evéry
sPhere ofllfe

Fn view of l:hls one ma;r ask who
was responsible for not complying
with these pledges. when quite
recently a pew -lﬁﬂ.‘pector-G'Qnel:al
of Police was appolnted. ignoring
the claims of a Tamil officer, who
was senior to him. S ks

© % svo  4.VanSanden
4, Westdale Court,
Victoria 3087,
Austmlia, 7

......

July 22, 1978.

2

Tea Produce rs And
Workers Danger

Sir.

A great d’eal has appeared in the
press during the past week about
the demand for Sri Lanka tea being
at its peak, that prices were break-
ing all records apd that export
earnings from ‘tea alone reached
47 per cent of the total export
eamings durlng the first four
months of this year. All this is
true but the tea producers are in
danger of bemg taxed out of exis-
tence and the tea plantatlon workers
face loss of full employment

‘_On the 6th of last month, after
Mr.. Ananda Dassapayake, the MP
for Kotmale .and Mr..M. S. Aboo
Sally, the MP for  Balapgada re-
ferred Tn the National State Assem-
bly on- the 4th July to the plight
in which _small tea holders were,
I wrote to the press on the sub-
ject giving facts .and figures. to
prove the dire straits in which the
tea producers were but the state-
controlled press 2nd the liberated
press did not publish my letter
althpugh His .Excellency, the Pre-

sident, and the Hon'ble Prime

Minister. have, often stated that
they, would. welcome constructive
criticism. . Matters haye become
worse since theny for small tea
holders as also.for tea estate wor-
kers who are being offerad less
days work by estates in order to
keep .down costs of production
which is unfair because the great
majority of estate workers lost
their ration books as their wages
were estimated, on a .calculated
number of day's work being " offe-
red to-them. A large number of
rural folk who owned a couple
of acres of even indifferent tea
also lost -their ration books be-
cause the Government then esti-
mated ,that one zcre of tea would
bripg them 2a income of Rs. 1,800/-
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per acre which they do -pot get
now.

‘As Mr. Aboo Sally pointéed out,

‘the large Agency Houses 1o longer

exist to agitatz and ask for re-
bates etc., and all large estates are
now Gov-rfpmept-owned.

If Governmentowned  estates
make losses it will only be a book
entry and the taxpayers will have
to keep those estates going. It is

not so with the small tea holders

and cther private owners who will
be ruined financiclly if the flat rate
of Export Duty of Rs. 16,‘20 per kg,

of tea and the ad valorem tax of

509 which operates when the
price of tea is In excess of Rs. 10/15
per kilo which, after the last budget

is about thz cost of production of

a_ kilo of tea now, are contipued
with.

The Mmlster of Finance, Mr.

'Rbnnie de Mel has stated that ha

imposad the high rate of Export
Duty to siphon off tI“e wipcfall
"profits tea exporters would Ha\re
earned on forward contracts en-
tered into prior to the last budgét
when the umf‘cat‘bn of exchange
rates came finto force. Over nine
“months have now passed since
the last budget. Does this reason
“still” exist for continting the ex-
tnrtlonate Export Duty of Rs.
16/20 per kilo of tea Irrespectwe
“of the price fctched by tea, which
a!oge works out to R 1/63" per
pourd of green leaft If, as " the
Minister states uuscrupulods expor-
ters made wind‘all prafits tetalling
“over Rs. 80,000,000/ surely the

‘government is powerful enough “to

bring them to book without pena-
lising producers? | do not hold a
brieffor tea exporters ard leaches
of the Tea Industry but | am con-
cerned about the fate of the pro-
ducers on whom all coocerned
must depend for the goods to be
produced, 2s also the workers who
participate in' production to eirn a
living.

e
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Although | am only a jupgle
wallah with 39 years’ tea planting
experience which cnnot be com
pared with the academizal 2nd other
qualifications of the young, bright
and enthusiastic Mipister of Finance,
I do not agree with the reasons
adduced by him for the “‘decline
in demand” for medium grown
teas which amoupnt to nearly 35
per cent of the tota] productlon
of tea and all of which, except
the quagtity consumed locally, is
exported attracting ap export duty
alone of Rs. 16/20 par kilo apart
from other taxes. | shall qguote
figures to illustrate the point at
issue. From |st Japuary to 9th
August 1977 ie. before the high
export duty of Rs. 16/20 was im-
posed in November 1977, the gross
High Grown average price of tea
was Rs. 18/04 per kilo and the
nett price i.e. after payment of
the ad valorem tax was Rs. 15/0]
per kilo. Medium Growns fetched
Rs. 16/18 gross and Rs. 13/27 npett
per kilo for the same period—pot
much of a difference between the
price of High and Medium Grown
teas. The figures for the period
Ist January to Bth August this year
after the imposition of the Export

Duty were; High Grown Gross
Average—Rs. 13/03, nstt average—
Rs. 11/0l. The Medium Grown

averages for the same period were;
Gross Average Rs. 10/48 apd
Nett Average Rs. 9/48. It will be
seen from the above figures that
the difference between the High
Grown Nett Average and the
Medium Grown Nett Average was
only Rs. [/53 per kilo which was
not much of a ‘difference in thes=
days of inflation. The fact is that

up to 8th August this year, the.

producers of medium grown teas
have so far received only Rs. 9/48
per kilo of tea which is below the
cost of production but medium
grown teas have been sold and
exported at Rt. 26/66 per kilo
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(Rs. 10/48 gross average plus Rs.
16/20 export duty). In other words
the Goverpment has taken Rs.
17/18 per kilo of medium grown
tea at source and allowed the pro-
ducers to have only Rs. 9/48 per
kilo and suffer losses if they carried
out a pormal programme of work.

The producers are facing 2 se-

rlous situation brought 2bout by -

the Government's fiscal policy. The
flat rate of Export Duty of Rs.
16/20 per kilo which applies to
teas selling at Rs. 850/~ per kilo
paid by an oilrich Sheik for a tea
party, as well as off-grade but ex-
portable teas selling at Rs. 3/-
per kilo, should be altered imme-
diately to that of a sliding scale
and, in view of the present high
cost of production, the price at
which the ad valorum Sales Tax
becomes payable, chould be raised
tp about Rs. 15/50 per kilo.
To make matters more difficult,
the prices of Tea Fertiliser Mix-
tures were jacked up by almost
100 per cent as from the Ist of
last month (July). And the price
of Tea Chests have gone up by
35 per cept since the last budget.
My supplier wrote me this month
that, as there was o price coptro]
traders could sell tea chests at
any price they wished. And the
supplier also stated that the price
of tea chest linings on 7/6/1978

was Rs. 5/84 for fulls and Rs. 4/84

for halves but were pot available
at that price and that the State
Trading (General) Corporation was
selling linings at Rs. 10/- per set!
And | had no epticn but to pay the
higher price. Is this what is meapt
by liberalisation of Trade and a
Return to the Open Market, | ask
the Govemment’

There is sesthing discontent
among small tea producers apd
private Tea Factory owners—| have
apprised the Tea Commissioner
and the Chairmap of the Tea Board
about the latter—and | think the
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.Froml Our Readers

time is now ripe for the Executive
President to give orders for remedial
action to be taken as the voters
placed their confidence in him and
look up to him for justice and fair
play.

| regret to end this letter op
the dismal note that, in my opinion
the Islapnd’s production of tea this
year will fall below that of last
year for which the last regime of
which | was pno supporter, should
not be blamed, which all politicians
of all sides normally do, and the
people are pow tired of hearing
such talk—they want action and not
words and lame excuses.

Robert Harley

Mepte Cristo Estate,
Nawalapitiya.
25th August 1978

o o o

On Sin

Sir,

I keep thinking | could lose my
soul. See, 1 am fairly comfortably
off and all the goodies they keep
importing — Mars Bars — | cap
buy, | can enjoy. Ilt tempts me to
let my conscience go to sleep—
After all, why should | protest—
I who have it so good. But | keep
thinking and thats dapgerous for
my physical well-being, for whep
I think of this isle of ours—then
I grow dismayed. For whilst | and
some few others too besides, are
well—fair  well—do  well—there’s
plenty araund to disturb my peace,

Fisrt, look at all the poor folks—
masses”  of them—poorly fed—
poorly clothed—hardly able to
afford one good meal a day—so
thin and poorly nourished. Next,
when | stop In my 7 Sri car, large
numbers of children—ages 4 to 14
years—touch it, push it, and | feel
their veiled threats to my secu-
rity. They tell me there are plans
to take the Beggars off the streets,

3"
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With the approach to Children's
Year | wish we had more resolute
plans before they drift into a life
of crime and dissipation! So many
of them lounging around on so
many streets.

Aeons back, when the SLFP
was in power, | commented that
among the folks under suspicion
for Bribery and Corruption—no
members of the Goverpmepnt Rul-
ing Party had been involved. |
suggested that perhaps they had
all been ‘immaculately copceived'.
It still remains true of the present
Party in Power. All apparently
immaculately  copnceived  whilst
alas, their immediate predecessors
in office, it is now reported, did
know sip like the rest of us!

Reminds me of something | read
from C.S. Lewis's “'Screwtape Let-
ters'.  Wormwood calls Satapic
Headguarters-his Ward has bezome
a Christian—"No problem, if you
handle him properly, he is still ours"
—Headquarter’s . reply ''Whep
next in Church tempt him to look
around and ask” Is that rogue a
Christian, that Butcher who
sells upderweight, a member of
the faithful etc—how can this bunch
of Sinners dare to claim member-
ship in Christ's Church—You will
ask won't he ask of himsslf also
the same question’'? "My friend,
‘Satan replies, ‘If you handle him
correctly such a thought will pever
enter his head’—Screwtape  let-
ters ought to be required reading
for all MPs. and folks in authority.

Dr. Bryan de Kretser

Hendala.
25.7.78

.

Rice And Flour

Writing on Rice and Flour the.
CDN Editor on 21.8.1978 has come
up with two surprises! Quoted
below are his own words.

. Sir,

“It is surprising how upiversal
its use has become and how com-
monplace it is to find the white
man's staple diet ip the remotes
village boutique in this country.
It is even more surprising to sea
how ready we are to consume
bread often made from flour of
poor quality, stale from long months
of shipment across thousands of
miles, of lying in the harbour, or
in various stores around the coun-
trye

I have to eat bread in the morning
inspite of it being “‘the white man's
staple diet’ or inspite of it being
“made from flour of poor quality
stale from long months of ship-
ment across thousands of miles™
simply because of its convenience.
I would certainly prefer to eat some
string-hoppers turned out of lecal
rice flour. How | would relish to
eat a well baked hopper in the
morning, instead of bread made of
stale flour!

Leoking at the predicamentof a
governpment that has on the ope
hand to subsidise to feed its nation
while on the other hand undertake

massive development projects
like the accelerated Mahaveli
scheme, undertaken never be-

fore in the history of this country,
we must make a simple sacrifice
like changing our food habits.

This kind of attitudinal changes
could be made easier if the mass
media of this country takes the
people to their confidence and
speak the truth quite frankly with-
out writing nonesense.

V. K. Wijeratna
Panadura.

©
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POEM

Oh ! to be a buffalo'!

Man is a mere cypher
in the vastness of‘ the universe.
Yet he rushes about, strives, :
fights, grabs, kills, rapes, pl‘unders'
accumulates, and ultimately dies.
When he does, notiing remains—
neither
his body nor his seul,
and wi t he leaves
betiind- worldly gains-mz-elv cause
the ones

he leaves beiiind to fight,
Why does @ man
struggle so without a purpose?
Why is he
cruel and callous when ther. is

no reason
to be? | do ot uriderstand. Give me
a calm life, a pecceful life,
where there is
no reason to run, to strive,
to hoard. |
would much rather be a buffalo.
Oh! to be
cble to close my eyes and
wallow in water
and feel neither rain
nor sun nor storm,
To reniain forever in
peaceful tranquility
where tne strifes of men
will not reach me
nor penetrate my thick hide!
To think of nothing
save perhaps the way to win a lady

buffalo’s heart!
Casava
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Confidentially

Elephant House?

IS IT NOT A FACT that Elephant

House (EM) has notified at least

one large local producer of broiler
chicken that in view of the glut
of chicken meat—both importad
and local—that EH will pay fifty
cents (50 cts) less per pound and
that the decreased price would be
effective from a date six or ssven
weeks earlier than the -date of
the letter! That EH being one of
the biggest buyers and retaiiers
is in & position to dictate the price
to the local producers? That it is
now in a position tordo’this‘more
effectively than before because of
the unlindted imports of meat
that government has allowed? That
what is significant is tFat in spite
of payipg less to the producer
{from a backdated point of -time},
the price has not been decreased
for the consumser? That the gov-
ernment’s free impore policies orly
enables big giant ' firms Hlike “EH
to make profits at the expense - of
the producer as well as the consu-
mer? That Tribune had predicted
that this would happen? That in
our issue-'of August®19, 1978 {vel.
23 No. 8), the piece on THE M-
PORTED MEAT RACKET conclu-
ded thus: *..that there is a SUs-
picion in knowledgeable circles that
EH will drop their prices to-local
producers in order - to preserve
and enlarge imports? That unless
the goverpment steps in with mors
realistic import policies in the
matter of frozen produte, Tribune
forecasts a gloony future for the
local ‘producers..”’? That the tims
has come for the government to
take firm and immediate action to
end this racket where foreign
livestock farmers arz being made
richer by -being paid fabulous pri-
ces hy local importers, (may be
even on inflated invoices), at pris
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ces which are denied to local pre-
ducers? That In the ultimate analy-
sis it is the local consumer who
pays more because imported m=at
products will at all times be at
least about double the local price!
That now that a new Ministry has
been created—with a -capable per-

Son like Thopdaman 3t the helm—

to look after all aspects of lives-
tock and allied subjects under an2
roof, there will be ne difficulty
to step up livestock production
In a big way? That broiler and egg
production will respond to induce-
ments, incentives, inputs and o©p-
portupities within 2 short time!
That whereas meat and milk pro=
duction will take a few yeafs to
come up to scratch, broilers and
eggs will come on the market in
double quick time? That imporis
(with higher “margins of - profits
for importers who retail) of “beef,
mutton, lamb 2nd chicken meat
will act as a malor impediment to
loéal “production?  That imports
of “meat, incluging ' broilers, sesm
€0 "have “been “liberalised” “at-a
time “when “the poultry industry
had already - taken “steps: to ‘meet
the ‘demand? That imports ~have
only helped to push up local prices
by 409 - to-50941

IS IT-ALSO NOT:A FACT that
government ' has begun to have
setond’ thoughts about:its “libera-
lised" import: policies?  That-there
fow: Bsemsito - be growing aisH-
lusionment abeut - the « free «im-
ports? That another matter.-on
whizh ~we cap 83y “we-5aic-50""
(there-are a large nu mber.of other
matters on which we can- say thiz)
relates to-the imperts of onions
and chillies? That the Ministry of
Trade influenced by the logic of
3 neo-compradore class that once,
upon a time, long, long 289 Colombo
consumers had been compelled to
pay Rs. 40 for a pound of chillies
and Rs, 5 for a pound of oniens
and that for this reason thera
sheuld be Imports of both it2ms

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Broiferz, Onions, Chithies

to check the greed of producers
{and only incidentally the middle-
men)! That chiilies, onfons and
potatoes were importsd In such
Iarge quaptities that pot only pri-
ces were forczd down but pro-
ducers waere zlso compelled to
stop growing these items! That
Tribine had for months uttere)
warpings that local farmers
(of onions and chillies) will go out
of production, but pundits in the
govergment furnishzd semi-bogus
out-of-date  statistics that fne
cost of production of @ pound -of
chillies was Rs. 4/50 and -that
Rs. 6/- was an adequate return for
thz producer (though the pro-
ducer pever got this -price)!
That it was therefore pecessary to
impore about 1000 tons of dried
chillies as a buffer stock to make
farmers behave themselves? That
instead of a mipimal 1000 tons.
Tribune is aware that over 5500 tons
of dried chillies have aiready been
imported so far this year! That
most of the imports were of a poer
third grade quality and were sold

-at-the same price as for the: selec-

ted grade one local chillies? “That
the anti-climax to the chillies and
onlons - wielodrama - came «recently
when Deputy Trade * Minister
Amarasiri went *in saclk -clothes
and dshes to the growers of onions
and chillies in the North to assure
them that there would be no-mers
imports? That this reversal-of policy
in the tmports: of foodstuffs' i an
admission —of the total faflure~of
‘the initial policies of ‘the: Ministry?
That this comes too late to make
amends this year? That there Is the

dapger, however; that importer- >
mudalalis will stampede politicians
and bureaucrats into importing
chillies and onlons to meet
possible wet season shortages!
That if this should happen—as it
well can—then the country will
have to depend -on “imported
chillies and onlons (and other foods
tuffs also) for the rest of time!

gz::
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