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[_etter Prom ‘Che EJditor

PRESIDENT J. R. JAYEWARDENE, in a speech at the 40th anniversary
celebrations of the Kelaniya Sri Dharmaloka Vidyalaya on Tuesday, October
3, outlined the Government's new policy on education and re-iterated that
English must be studied by all school children from the age of six. He said
that English would thus be made the international language for study along-
side the official language which is Sinhala and the pational language Tamil.

. The Government, he stated, had decided that whilst Siphala will continue

to be the medium of instruction for Sinhalese children and Tami Hor Tamil
children, Sinhala students should be made to learn Tamil and Tami students
to learn Sinhala, and that all students should learn English as a foreign
language. He went on to say that while 2 knowledge of English as a foreign
language was extremely essential, the circumstances in the country demanded
that the people of the two communities, the Sinhalese and the Tamils, should
learn each other's language. Stressing the need for a knowledge of English
among the young students of today President layewardene said it would be
a crime to deny children 2 knowledge of the English language which was
very useful in the eonduct of international affairs and zlso to have access
to information and knowledge not ordinarily available in the national language.
During the Bandarapaike era they gave up the importance earlier shown
to teaching English. This was a foolish move and the UNP had opposed it.
He also recalled that it was when he was the Member for Kelaniya in the
State Council 2nd in Parliament that he had taken the ipitiative to move a
resolution that Sinhala should become the official language. It was true
that nobody found any difflculty te learn in Sinhala, but he asked whether
a knowledge of only Siphala was sufficient? It was not sufficient, he said,
and thet was the resson why he placed such stress on 2n international
language. In the old days Fali had opered thz doors to Buddnism. It was
for this reason that he wanted all students to have a knowledge of English.
The on'y hitch was that there was a lack of sufficient teachers, but every
effort was bzing made to overcome this shortcoming. He also emphasised
that the study of English was a duty as well as a responsibility of the present
Governmant and that this will give a new dimension towards improving
the future quality of life of the people of SriLanka. A knowledge of English
wauld also give the students greater opportupities for employment in the
industries which local and foreign investors will set up in this country shortly.
The President, Mr. Jayewardene, has now once again spelt out the three
language policy adopted by the present Government in detail but
such re-iteration and in the

repetition Is necessary and useful

context of current developments. We have drawn attention to this
speech of President Jayewardene because Tribune has from its very
inception in 1954 advocated a three-language policy for thig

country- During 2ll the years of the Bandaransike era when Sinhala
Only fapatics had
lapguage policy down everybody’s throats, Tribune had not only resisted

rejected English and sought to force the one
this vigorously but had also persisted in continuing publication as an English-
lapguage journal. We were told that the days of the English language were
over in Sri Lanka and that we should drop English and publish enly in the
national languages. Much as we would like it, we have neither the facilities
nor resources to publish our paper in all three languages. It will take the
country a long time to get out of the cultural genocide that was inflicted

upon it by the short-sighted language policies of the Bandaranaike regime.
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

The Press In
Sri Lanka—1

ONE OF THE PROUD CLAIMS
OF THE DHARMISTA GOVERN-
MENT OF PRESIDENT J. R. Jaye-
wardene is that the fullest freedom
has been given to the press even
to indulge in the most virulent
criticism of the Goverpnment as
long as such criticism did not traps-
gress the law. This is certainly
something that had not been per-
mitted during the seven years of
the United Front government pot
only through the operation of
the Press Council Law apnd the
many and suddenly-imposed Regu~
lations under the Emergepcy Law
but also through various adminis-
trative fiats and actions of varjous
high-nowered gentlemen of the
Establishment. Apart from fre-
quent arm-twisting of editors
and journalists there were other
ways in which attempts were made
to control newspapers, newspaper
owners, editors and jourpalists and
to minimise their effectiveness. Only
the papers that became part of the
Establishment or turned somer-
saults to act as willing sycophants
were allowed to flourish apnd to
make profits on ulpimited govern-
ment and Private sactor adver-
tisements. The quality and content
of these papers had degenerated

to the point where they lost all

credibility.

The story of the press in the
years from [970-77 is a story ip it-
self. During this time, the Lake
House was taken over and the
Times was propped up from total
collapse by artificial respiration that
robbed it of all validity as ‘a news-
paper organisation. The Sun/Dawasa
group was shut down under the
Emergency Regulations, ‘and -even
weekly papers 'like the Tribune
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managed to exist oply by careful
observance of the more importagt
Emergency Regulations and by
confining criticism of the Esta-
blishment to very narrow limits.
It is not the purpose of this pote
to review the history of the press
in Sri Lanka during the years 1970-
77 or to recount the tribulations
of Tribune in those years. This is
a task which historians and re-
searchers must updertake. We will
make referepces to some aspects
of this phase of Sri Lapka history
from time to time op appropriate
otcasions.

The current situation of the
Press in Sri Lanka is an even
more important matter for
review and examination. Is
there freedom of the press
now? Has the Government
fulfilled its pledges to make
e

The Press

it possible for a free and de-

mocratic press to flourish in

this country? Are the condi-

tions conducive to the growth

of a free and democratic press?

It is pecessary, at the very start,
to refer to opne matter on which
the leaders of this Goverpment
had much to say in it's early days,
vizo the distribution and allocation
of Government advertising. There
is no doubt a chapge in that all the
big newspapers are pow flooded
with goverpment adyertisements
and the private sector usually
follow the governmental lead (this
is because the private sector feels
that if the government does pot
shower its blessings on 2 news-
paper for whatever reason it would
be upsafe for the private sector
which is fighting for licences and
conptracts to advertise ip such

COVER
ENGLISH

a knowledge of English? How will it help her? Will it only help to de-
stabilise her in her habitat and environment? There is no doubt that
as long as English was the monopoly of a ruling elite, it had a baneful
impact of many people, but if it is only one of three languages that every
child must study it will help to stabilise this young person in a growing
area of maturity. It will also enable her to reach out to knowledge that
has been denied to several generations in this country by denying them
competence in an interpational language. The same kind of elitist
monomaniac arrogance that the “English-educated”” had exhibited in the
days of British colonialism had begun to kindle in the minds and hearts

of a small coterie who took advantage of the suicidal policy of Sinhala
Only. This small and aggressively arrogant elite had strutted around
like petty demi-gods in the dark days of one language chauvinism. In many
ways this elite manifested far worse anti-social tendencies than the worst
English-educated Brown Sahibs had one in the days gone by. Today, in Sti
Lanka and a Jarge number of other countries, once part of British Empire,

: English is no longer a language of the conqueror and or Brown over-

Tord who refused to recognise or use the national languages. English in Sri
Lanka today is only an international language. This country needs an
international langage and it will be easier to make English one of the

.| three basic languages of the country rather than attempt to take over

any of the other International [anguages like French or German or Spanish
or Russian. Once everybody learns the three lapguages this country will

‘| 'be a different kind of place to live in—an enlightened country where

‘harmony prevails.
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The Press

papers) But in spite of the govern-
mental promise that there would be
a fair distribution and allocation
of public sector and governmental
advertizing, nothing haz been done
to make this promise real so far as
the smaller papers and periodicals
Tgre concerned.

In India, for instance, every news-
paper and periodical—daily, weekly,
fortnightly, monthly, quarterly and
even occasional publications—are
allotted government advertising on
the basis of circulation and reader-
ship as 2 matter of right without
owners and editors having to wait
at the offices and doorsteps of
bureaucrats and politicians to get
their quota of advertising. This
was dope to epnsure that a vigorous
and virile press of smaller pews-
papers flourished to prevent 2
total monopoly by the bigger
highly-capitalised newspapers which
usuzlly arrogate unto themselves

*the nomenclature of being “natio-
“nal dailies””. Democracy will be-
come real only when a large pum-
ber of national, regional and local
newspapers exist and are allowed
to flourish. Anpd, in the coptext
and the circumstances of the capi-
talism of the mixed ecopomy of
a developing country, smaller pa-
pers and periodicals cannot possib-
ly exist unless they get a reasonable
share of advertising. As we said
earlier, private sector advertising
usually follows the public sector
and governmental blessing—this
will be so uptil a democratic press
becomes a living tradition and a
reality when private advertisers
will not be afraid to buy space
¢ in papers critical of the government
and the administration. For a free
and democratic press to exist and
to grow in the kind of economy and
society that prevails in Sri Lanka
taday, the Government must take
the initiative to ensure a fair distri-
bution of all advertizsing it controls
and thereby help the growth and
stability of v large number of papers

3

especially the smaller ones in the
capital as well as on the regional
and district levels.

The Indira Gapdhi government
was criticisee for the misuse of
this democratic principle during
the dark days of the Emergency
between 1975 apnd 1977. In this
period, governmental advertising in
India was used to arm-twist papers
that were critical of the regime
and in fact to drive some of them
to the verge of financial bankruptcy
by cutting revepue they had legi-
timately enjoyed earlier. Ope of
the promises of the lanata Party
during the election campaign and
immediately after the pew Goy-
erpment was formed was to epsure
a free press and to see that there
was no further discrimination in
the distribution of governmental
advertising.  Whatever else has
not beep dopne in India, this was
done by the Japata government:
and the earlier system of fair and
purposeful distribution of govern-
ment advertising to all newspapers
and periodicals was restored.

In Sri Lanka, there has so

far been no tradition of a

system of fair distribution of

governmental advertising to
ensure the growth of a fres
and democratic press. Here
such advertising went by fa-
vour of governmental pat-
ronage. Smaller newspapers
were totally ignored or were
occasionally given crumbs if
sufficient lobbying was done.

Government advertising was

not given to newspapers, es-

pecially the smaller papers,
which made public opinion,
critical of the government.

It is one thing to deny ad-

vertising to newspapers and

periodicals which violate an
unwritten code of journalistic
ethics, but it is a totally diffe-
rent matter to discriminate
against newspapers which are
critical of the government

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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and administration even on
constructive lines.

A truly democratic press has
not grown in this country mainly
for this reason. It is also essential
that Government should insist that
a newspaper should ensure that a
reader has a fair percentage of
space devoted to reading material
in the form of news, features and
comment. In Sri Lapka, from the
time the Lake House was taken
over by tha last Government,
more than sixty to seventy
percent of the space in their
publications have been devoted to
advertising. (In the days gone by
all those who wanted to democra-
tise the press, including the UNP,
had clamoured that advertising
should be only about twepty-five
percent of the space and never
more than forty upder any circums-
tances). 5

What is the position about gov-
ernment advertising today?

No sooper this Dharmista Gov-
erpment came to power, proud
declarations were made that a
free press would be ensured and
as a copromitant it was said that
governmental advertising would be
distributed on a fair basis to all
newspapers big and small. There
was, we believe, a Cabipet deci-
sion to this effect, and nearly all
newspaprs were placed on the ap-
proved list. Only a few journals
which some politicians and adminis-
trators thought were outside of
the pale of decent journalism
(wrongly in our view) were placed
on the black list. It is necessary
to draw up a code of journalistic
ethics and papers and periodicals
shonld be blacklisted for purposes\
of government advertising only if
they violate the Code—with a right
of appezl to a Press Council (a new
one) to adjudicate on the decisions
of bureaucrats. The right of plac-
ing advertising should not, as now,
be totally in the hands of politi-
cians and bureaucrats without pro-

TRIBUNE, October 14, 1978



per rules to determipe the
method and maaner of allocation.

Today, on Sri Lapnka, every news-
paper In the appioved list is quali-
fied to got goverpment advertising
but this has, so far, been only
s2n ompty slogan or a promise.
It cannot be apything else without
a proper system of distribution
and allocation. The Tribune is on
the approved list but it has se
far not got any government ad-
vertising other than a few and
oceasional notices from the Gov-
erpment Printer—a kind gesture
from the Ministry of Information
& Broadcasting (the Goyvernment
Printer is under this Mipistry)
ne doubt to show that the Gov-
ernmental boast was being imple-
mented.

Inquiries reveal that though a
paper is on the appproved list,
advertisements are still distribu-
ted as under the old SLFP Bandara-
naike regime, on the orders of the
Ministers overlooking particular
Corporations and Departments
(that have advertisements to place).
As in the days of Srimavo, Felix
NM & Co, the Minister, his Bure-
aucrats and the Advertising Agency
{private and governmental) decide
which papers are fit to receivs
advertising. The one test applied is
whather a paper is or will bz critical
of the Miniztry and the Departments
it- controls or whether it treads
{or will tread) on the corns of friends
and supporters of the Minister and
his fvoured Bureaucrats. The Ad-
vertizement Agency also has its whims
and fzancies about the papers they
should favour—and all in the gaome
know of the sordid story of kick-
backs, rebates and other favours
done or extracted.

The situation today, therefore,
is no differant from what it was
in the bad old days of the SLFP
so far as government advertising
in newspapers and periodicals are
concerned. No democratic or free
press will grow in Sri Lapnka in the
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present jungle where advertise-
ment revestte goes oaly to thesa
who 2ra willing to toe the line with
some politicians, their favoured
buresaucrats and their ad-agepcy men.
The ‘“‘exposurs” storiss in some
publications of tha favoured class
seem to have the blessings of one
or more the dominant groups
within the Establishment.

But papers like the Tribune which
have from its inception beep eri-
tical of the wropgz policies and
actions of all governments and
admipistrations are left out In
the cold from the goverpmental
advertising system. Ye are not
the only paper to be discriminated
in this way, but we mention this
as an instance of what is happening
today. Ve had, no doubt, enter-
tained high hopes that the Dhar-
mista Government of 1. R. Jaye-
wardape would set an example
in this matter and thereby epable a
truly democratic press to grow in
this country. 5o far, our Logpes
have been doomed to disappoint-
ment.

It is now up to the new Minister
of State in charge of Information &
Broadeasting to take up this miatter
and formulate a system of rules and
regulations that will take the z2llo-
cation of goverpment advertise-
ments out of the arena of the ten-
der mercies of the personzl whims
and fapcies of Mipisters, their fa-
voured Bureaucrats apd the Adver-
tising Agency Houses. The Minis-
ter of State will also do well to
creste a paw Press Council which
can adjudicate on disputes and
which will also lay down rules
about the percentagze of space
that must be devoted to reading
matter. (As it is, in the Daily News
one has to wade through a laby-
rithian jungle of confused adver-
tising to detect a few pieces of
news and an occasional feature
that is readable—as for worthwhile
comment it canpot exist in the
seventy percent advertising that
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The Fress

floods every issue of the Daily Mews.
But we will come to this later).
Tribune has so far existed with-
out a splurge of advertising all
these years but this has been possible
only bzcause of a combination of
favourable circumstances which can-
not continue for ever—and when®
this happens Tribune capnot operate
or even exist, in the way it has all
these years, free and independent
within  the  possibilities and

limitations of human endea-
vour. This note is nqot being
written to beg for charity or

favours in the matter of govern-
mant advertising for Tribune, but
bacause we fesl that as a matter of
right smaller papers like the Tribune
which make public opinion (a5 they
have dope for many years)are en-
titled to a fair quota of theavai-
lable government advertisement.
And that we should be able to
obtain this quota of adyertisement
without having to woo bureau-
crats and individual politicians ors
pay homage to ad-agency houses,

Today, the government-owned
and sponsored Lake Houge and the
Times zet the bulk, if pot the en-
tirety, of the advertising together
with the Dawase group which is
oaly another adjunct of the UNP
{even though it indulges in criti-
cal exposuras apnd comment for
the better health of the UNP and
the Government and a better
circulation.) But all these daily
papers carry far more advertising
than would be allowed in any de-
mocratic set up or would be tole-
rated by any reading public in a
truly democratic country witha
vigilant Fourth states. Sri Lapka
is now in the Estate, where more
newspapers have to be encouraged
to start, exist, grow and flourish
if democracy is to be stabilised.
But as a first step the existing
papers—including the jourpals pub-
lished by the diffareqt political
parties—must be given opportu-
nitieg to graw. In India® jourpals

4
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# mocratic press.

The Press

of even Opposition political parties
have the same right as the commer-
cial papers to a share of the gov-
erpmeht advertisments: and  this
is a traditicn Sri Lanka will do well
to follow if it is serious aboutr a
democratic press.

- This question of the fair alloca-
tion of government advertising is
one of the challenges facing the
new Migister in charge of Iafor-
mation and Broadeasting and we
hope that he rises up to the ocea-
sion and lays the foundations for a
truly free and democratic press In
this country.

Before we go on to examine

the apatomy, conduct and beha-
viour of the existing newspapers
in this country today- there is
another matter to which referepce
must be made. This Goyernment,
especially the President Mr. 1. R.
Jayewardene and the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. R. Premadasa have stated
very often that the Government
~<welcomed criticism—no doubt op
“constructive or meaningful lines.
And there is no doubt that they
have welcomed such criticism even
when it was pnot copstructive or
meaningful.  What is more the
President, the Prime Mipister and
a few other youpger Mipisters
have beep healthily responsive to
criticism. They have not dismissed
all criticism as mala fide as Gow-
ernments, Ministers and Bureau-
crats have done in the past, and 2s
some Ministers and their hangers-
on still do.

This welcome and healthy trend
must grow and this can grow only
with the growth of a free and de-
It cannot grow in
the present spineless sycophancy
and total journalistic incompetence
of the Lake Housenewspapers. It
can grow only if the papers of
the Opposition parties like the
Janadina, Dinakara and the Aththa—
and others independently rooted—
can be persuaded to come within
a democratic code of journalistic

5

ethics (a code not designed to help
papers like Lake House to flourigh
as a mopiepoly or to enable corrupt
politicians and bureaucrats to find
2 cover for their nefarious acti-
vities), This is another matter to
which the Minister of Ipforma-
tion & Broadcasting must address
his mind and find an early solution.

Whilst the President the Prime-
Minister and some enlightened Mi-
nisters accept and respond to ccns-
tructive apnd meaningful criticism
however hard-hitting, thare are
burcaucrats (especially from the
new breed of political hangers-op
noew on the presidential or mipis-
teria bandwaggon) who resort to
thuggery, intimidation and worse
whenever a newspaper publishes a
critical report.

In the fast six months, re-
porters, commentators, and
editors have been threatened
with physical violence by a few
highly-placed thugs who now
parade as part of the President’s
men or as Ministers’ confi-
dants. Many reporters, com-
mentators and even editors of
big daily newspapers have sue-
cumbed to this kind intimida-
tion and terror, but there
ara some staunch journalists
and editors who have stood up
to this kind of thugpery. There
is one particularly vicious indi-
vidual who goes about bragging
that he will crueify anvone who
who stood in the way of his
progress to Felixian power by
criticising himin 2 way as tomake
others see the real clod he is.
This individual does not hesi-
tate to misuse the telephone
by asking the weaker sex to
convey his threats to the per.
sons concerned using four-lettar
syllables which today will pro.
voke a strilke even in a planta-
tion in a rcmote area,

The President, the Prime Mi-
nister and all the Ministere
must  warn  such  “thugs”
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not to indulge In such
activities because it can only
lead to another Presidential
Commission within a short time.
The most notorious persons who
had induiged in such tactics in
the last Government are new
facing the publicity in the Pre-
sidential Commission and the
Governmnent of J. R. Jayewars
dene will remain Dharmista
only if the undesirable activitie
of some wmen who nows
exercise direct administrative
authority and indirect political

power are curbed.

One has only to ask real journa-
lists (there are mapy unrzal ones
now in the Loke House and Times)
to kpow the kind of pressuring
and intimidation tley have been
subject to in recept times. Many
of them will npot talk  elst
they loze their jobs but they will
certainly speak before a new Pre-
sideptial Commission. A very large
number of them have applied for
jobs abroad and when they go we
will pot only have a seriile press
butalso a dead-duck of a press. The
owners and editors of the Dawasa
group extend a kind of pecessary
protection to their reporters
and commentators, but the pew
thugs in high places will soon
employ other methods to have
their way. And if the President,
Prime Minister and other Mipis-
ters do not take early steps to nip
this trend to suppress the feedom
of the Press in the bud it will be
a bad cutlook for the press in
Sri Lanka. There are  many
little Felixes and lans now sprining up
in the Dharmishta Establishment.who
are becoming a plague upon the na-
tion and its free institutions, that the
President and his Cabinet of Minis=
ters must take serious note of them,

Having set out a few sallent
features under which the press
in Sri Lanka has te function today,
e propose to examine the malig
characteristics of the newspapers
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that exist in the island today. Up-

derstandably, our approach will
be the way Tribune has always
examined the other newspapers

of the Fourth Estate, critically but
friendly. Dog does not eat dog,
but it is permissible for one dog
to describe the behaviour and
conduct of other dogs without
malice in the hope that critical
analysis will help to build a better
world.

It is notpossible in the scope of
this article to list or examine
every paper or periodical published
in Sri Lanka, but 2n endeavour
will be made to refer to all papers
which have big circulations and
also those which "'though they do
not have big publicised circulations
make public opinion (and have a
readership far more than their
mere pumerical circulation and
print order--each copy being read
by a large pnumber of people).

Among the so.called "natiopal
" dailies’””, we have the Lake House
publications, the Times of Ceylon
publications apnd the newspapers
of the Dawasa group (Independent
Newspapers Ltd.) The Loke House
and the Dawasa group publish
papers in all three languages whilst
the Times publishes a paperin Sin-
halese beside its English paper.
The Virakesari publishes 2 Tamil
daily of national consequence, whilst
the Tamil daily Eelanadu is the only
provincial paper we have—it Is
published in Jaffpa with a fair cir-
culation in the North and East
ot ride the pepinsula. Apart from
these, there are three party dailies:
the CP's Aththa is the oldest, with
the LSSP’s Janadina coming next,
and finally the post-1977 SLFP's
Dinakara.

Then we have the party weeklies
and fortnightlies—we will take
only those published in English
into consideration here though
references may be made to the
national language counterparts for
purpose of apalysis or commient.
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The CP has recently revived its
Forward as a fortnightly, whilst the
LSSP continues with its The Socia-
list Nation. The SLFP has its The
Nation. The UNP’s The Journal has
not been seen for some months.
The JVP has a new monthly called
Red Power. The CWC has a fort-
nightly called the Congresss News'
Religious bodies and organisa-
tions have their own periodicals:
the Catholic Messenger, the Morning
Star, tha Hindu Organ and a whole
host of Buddnist publications. Many
of these are monthlies or quarter-
lies or appuals.Though they make
public opinion in their own way
among their readers, these papers
and periodicals are pot being scru-
tinised in this note which is being
confined to the more politically
significant publications.

Among the non-party periodi-
cal press in the Epglish lap-
guage pride of = place must
be given to Reggie Michael's
The Independent and Mervyn de
Silva’'s new fortnightly Lanka Guar-
dian. Though we have referred
to the The Independent in these
columns on many occasions, we haye
as yet not noticed the birth of the
Lanka Guardian. We had not made
any reference to the Lanka Guardian
so far, not because (as some
have suggested) we wanted to
blackout a potential rival but be-
cause we had nothing to bite eon
in the first eight or nine issues—
of the paper. But in the last two
numbers, Nos. 10 and |1, the Lanka
Guardian has begun to take shape
from the apomolous nebulousness
it had manifested at the start
{much of the hangover still persists)
and something of the flesh that
Mervyn de Silva is capable of giving
any paper has begun to emerge.
Issue No. |2 may be out before
the second part of this note appears
and we hope that it will be bet-
ter than No. 11, but for the pre-
sent we will confine our com-
ments to the issues up to No. 1.
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There are many pitfalls in upder-
taking a survey of this kind. Some-
times dog is tempted to eat dog
at least for the sake of saying some-
thing clever or witty. There ara
many similar pitfalls to be avoided
if a fair and just apalysis is to be
writen.

Tribune has always been willing

to correct or rectify any mistakes
in factual apalysis or even com
ment (if based on incorrect pre-
mises) and we look forward to re-
ceiving comments from our readers
and fellow members of the Fourth
Estate to help us paipt a true
and realistic picture of the current
state of the press in Sri Lapka in
this series.

(To be Continued)
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INTERNATIONAL  AFFAIRS

The USA And The®

Non-Aligned

by Kautiliya

IT IS A TROUBLED WORLD
TODAY. Fighting erupted again
in Lebanon and is doubtful whe-
ther the latest ceasefire will hold
again especially with Israeli, in
ap exultant Camp Dayid mood,
threateping to march to Belrut
if Syria and the Lebanon Arabs
behind her do not back down.
Israel wants to have a'‘safe” Leba-
non, has a neighbour with a Right-
wing Government based on the
Maronite Christians whilst Syria
wants the Leftwing associated with
the Arabs to dominate the country.
This can only result In a division
of the country which Israel is in 2
position to enforce.  Observers
have noted that Syria accepted
the lIsraeli march to the River
Litany to out the PLO guerillas
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without a murmur and without
a fight and this has certainly en-
couraged lsrael to take an aggres-
sive posture vis a vis Syria in Leba-
non. Anpd with Israel's impending
separate peace treaty with Egypt
Israel is in a yet stronger position
to insist that the Christian Maro-

& nites (who rely on Israel) to have
sovereign rights over territories
Lebanon in which they are in a
majority.

In the meantime, Iraq has called
for a summit of all Arab states to
persuade Egypt not to pursue
the Camp Dayid agreements to
the point of signing a separate
treaty with Israel. |Iraq has sug-
gested that a multi-billion dollar
Fund be inaugurated to help Israel
out. Only the five rejectionist
Arab states have not so far shown
any willingness to attend this meet-
ing to which Egypt has agreed if
the meeting was held in Cairo. Other
Arab States seem willing to attend
such a meeting. This will open

* a new dialogue in the Arab world
that will tend to isolate the Rejec-
tion Front. In the meantime 2
team from Egypt will go to Washing-
ton this week to participate in
negotiations with lIsrael upder the
good offices of the USA to pave
the way for a peace treaty bet-
ween the two countries.

There is no doubt that the un-
derstanding arrived at between
Egypt and Israel at Camp David
and which is likely to lead to a
separate peace treaty between the
two countries has changed the
entire situation in the Middle East—
since the time Masser built the
Arab Front. A unity of sorts had
been maintained on the Arab Frent
although it had pnot been able to
make Israel return the Arab lands
it had occupied. Egypt had borne
the brunt of the fighting and the
“sacrifices.”” whilst the oil-rich
Arab states had doled out cons-
cience money to keep Egypt afloat.
But how long can one country

7

depend on this kind of charity es-
pecially when it saw no way of
resolving the confrontation mili-
tarily with the Super-powers be-
having the way they did?

Sadat therefore the pragmatic
way out although it meant the
end of the Nasserite Arab Unity
Front which was already in sham-
bles even in the last days of Nasser.
Whether the Camp David accord
and ‘a separate peace treaty bet-
ween Egypt and Israel will bring
peace to the Middle East is prob-
lematic, but Sadat has expressed
a keen deseire pot to push ahead
too far without taking the other
frontline Arab states with him.
Whether he will succeed in this
is even more difficult to predict.
But even a limited kind of peace
between Egypt and Israel will set
in motion a chain reaction in the
Middle East that will change the
whole pattern of geopolitical align-
ments in the region.

This break-up of the Arab Front
in the Middle East, (which some
Arab States led by lIrag are trying
to repair), has paturally aroused
serious apprehensions in the camp
of the nonaligned. In the special
Nonaligned Foreign Ministers meeting
in New York on the first of October,
special attention was paid to the
question of nonaligned unity.

A PTI despatch from the Upited
Natiops, datelined October 2, set
out the highlights of the Indian
External Affairs speech at the same
meeting: 3

“The Exterpal Affairs Minister,
Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee urged at
a meeting of non-aligned Foreign
Mipisters held at short potice here
to-day that efforts should be di-
rected towards coptaining bilateral
problems from vitiating the solida-
rity of the pon-aligned movement.
He said that as they looked for-
ward to the summit meeting of
non-aligned leaders to be held next
year at Havapa, they should make
resolute efforts ‘to replace cop-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

flict by co-operation and harpess
our enpergies towards the  attain-
ment of prosprity for our peoples
who have been exploited too long
by foreign interests.” He said bila-
teral differences within the move-
ment should not be allowed to be
used by these interests to the detri-
ment of the solidatiry of the pop-
aligned movement.

“The meeting was held upder the
chairmanship of Sri Lanka to' re-
view the outcome of the Belgrade
conference and to discuss the com-
mopn stand to be taken by non-
aligned countries on issues coming
up before the currept session of
the Geperal Assembly. About a
dozen Foreign Ministers who are
here for the Assembly session at-:
tended the meeting. Mr. Vajpayee’s
upity plea was directed at some
of the bilateral disputes like those
between Somalia apd Ethiopia,.
Algeria and Morocco: over Wes-
tern Sahara, Vietpam apnd Kam-
puchea and the Cuban rule in
Africa that drew strong criticism.
Mr. Vajpayee said: ‘We did not.
fight shy of frankly discussing some
bilateral issues that have created
differences within our group and
this we did in order to see whe-
ther it was possible to resolve
those differences. But we cer-:
tainly did pot allow them to dis-
rupt our upity or otherwise come"
in the way of our opward march
towards prealising our common ob-
jectives. We also rescribed guide-
lines derived from the fundamental
principles of the movement for.
defusing tepsiops arising out of
our mutual differepces. Mr.
Vajpayee said that after the Bel-
grade conference that took place
two months ago there had beep -
significant developments in rela-
tion te Namibia and West Asia.
On the economic front, there
was po progress in the negotia- .
tions with developed countries op
most of the key isses. The North-
South dialogue through the Geperal.
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Assembly Committee of the Whole
had not got beyond the stage of
interpretation of its mapdate.

*We have stated our positions on
these and other issues at the Bel-
grade conferepce, and we maiptain
them. What is important poW,
particularly at this session of the
Assembly, is to co-ordigate our
actions so as to present a united
front and thus make effective con-
tribution towards the solution of
these problems', he said.

But what peither Hameed nor
Vajpayee thought politic to men-
tion was that most pon-aligned
countries believed that the USA
was the culprit respopsible for all
efforts to break up the non-
aligned movement.

There is pno doubt that the USA
has recently shown extreme cau-
tion in all matters copnected with
the pop-aligned, but her strategy
has become crystal clear. The
USA pow makes 2 big noise about
her desire to support the move-
mept whilst at the same doing
everything to split the movement
and thereby prevent it from adopt-
ing active postures against US
policies. This has been the line
pursued by the USA from the
Colombo Summit in August 1976
right up to the recept Belgarade
Conference of the Foreign Minis-
ters of pop-aligned Countries.

The US President welcomed the
Belgrade session with a message
of greetings which some Westerp
quarters described 25 a turning
point in Washington's attitude to
the non-aligned. [t was claimed,
in effect, that the USA was now
willing to enter into a dialogue with
the pon-aligned on all major poli-
tical and economic issues. Yet
even prior to Belgrade and during
the Conference the Upited States
gsought to discredit the move-
ment’s leading members—Algeria,
India and particularly Cuba, which
were the most staupchest support=
ers of the struggles agalpnst peo-

TRIBUNE, Octocer 14, 1978

colopialism and racism iz Africs,

Asia apd Latin Amierica. Accord-
ing to a Paris-based magazipe
Afrique-Asie Washington on the

eve of Belgrade sent messages to
|5 non-aligned Heads of State and
Governments calling on them to
sway the Belgrade Conference to
“condemn’ Cuba and to move
the 1V npon-aligned summit from
Havana elsewhere. By this throw-
ing in ‘““the Cubap issue” the USA
was anxious pot only to discredit
Cuba and other radical non-aligned
regimes but also to forestall cri-
ticism of the United States for its
recent aggression in Zalre, occu-
pation by the US forcas of Puerto
Rico, Guam apnd South Korea.
Only a negligible minority is known
to hava voiced American apti-
Cuban ideas at the Conference,
mainly copservatie Arab regimes
and some members of the West
African Defence pact (CEAO). The
majority did not support the anti-
Cubap scheme and the pop-aligned
have displayad commendablele wari
ness of the US political manoeu-
vering: the Conpference also re-
affirmed Havana as the venue for
the IV nop-aligned summit.

At the Belgrade Conpference, the
US-inspired  anti-Cuban  smokes=
creen ailed to save the United
States apnd other Western coun-
tries from being sharply criticised
The Conference denounced the
USA, France, and West Germany
for their co-operation with Israel
and South Africa. It expressed
deep concern over the growing
imperialist pressure on some non-
aligned natiops particularly in Africa,
designed to destabilize radical re-
gimes Including tho use of armed
intervention and mercenaries. These
grievances were aired by Ethiopia,
Benin, the Seychelles, Madagascar.

The Conference also expressed
its opposition to the so-called Pap-
African peace-keeping force which
the Upited States and France had
trled to organise upder NATO
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sponsorship and thus bypasising the
OAU. Washington had pot expec-
ted Arab couptries to adopt at
the Copference a upited pesition
on the Middle East apd Palestine
demanding a zpecial session of the
UN General Assembly to approve
agreed sanctions agaipst lsrael in-
cluding her expulsion from the
United Natiops.

It is that that some of the Bel-
grade decision are rather vague;
but on the whole the narticipants
in the Copferpece were unegul-
votally willing to intensify the
struggle agzainst peocolonialism. In
such a situation the USA can be
expected to coptipue in her efforts
to destabilise the movement and
in first instance seek to pravent
the next Summit bsing held in
Havana , In Cuba, in the Centre of
the Americas.

The USA is opce again pursuing
aggressive policies in foreign affairs
to establish her leadership and In
this it is her interasst to  destabilise
the pon-aligned movemeapt to wea-
ken in its fight against neo-colo-
nialism 2nd imperialism with which
American and West European
(and lapapese) big business and
banking are associated.

Flgea
SMIPPETS
A little philosophy Inclineth

man's mind to atheism; but
depth in philesophy bringeth
man’s mind about to religion.

—Franciz Bacon

To see a werld In a grain of sand
And heaven in a wild fiower
Hold infinity in the palm of

your hand
And eternity in an hour.

—Williom Blake
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The Shah Strikes

THE WORLD TODAY

Iran, Middle
East

IRAN: REVOLT AGAINST
SHAH SNOW BALLS

THE TREACHEROUS SHAH HAS
STRUCK treacherously. After the
sly mapoeuvre of changing the
goverpment and making some ges-
tures of conciliation towards the
opposition and talk of dialogue
with moderates in apn effort to
divide the rising tide of people's
revolt, the Shah has clamped down
the emergency, declared martial
law apnd promulgated curfew in
twelve towns including Teheran.
It was said that the military rule
will be in force for a period of six
months.  Immediately after the
imposition of martial law, on Sep-
tember 8, the reign of terror be-
gan. Tanks and machine guns and
automatic rifles were used against
the people and firing went on in
the streets even at night. On Sep-
tember [0 the authorities had
admitted having killed 88 people
but western correspondents were
reporting that this was gross un-
der-estimation and that more than
200 and may be several hundreds
had been killed mercilessly in the
very first wave of armed terror
now upnleashed and many thousands
have been wounded and arrested.
Agencies reported on September
10 that strict censorship had been
imposed on the press. Many op-
position leaders had gone under-
ground including some journalists.
But even western observers pointed
out that the Shah’s regime was
now completely isolated and acting
in desperation and the latest per-
fidy will have the effect of further
uniting and galvanising the opposi-
tion against the dictatorship.

9

Why this sudden turnabout after
the sweet talk of liberalisation
and democracy and dialogue, why
this “bloody confrontation with
the people”, as the British paper
The Guardian called it. Just a few
days earlier on Id-ul-fitr day on
September 4 half a million people
in Teheran and thousands in other
towns demonstrated peacefully.
There were scenes of mass fra-
ternisation of the people with the
army and the police. People were

shouting: *'we are agzinst the
Shah’s tyranny”, ‘'you are our
brothers”, ‘“why shoot at us'.

One military man with loudspeaker
was heard saying: “We are op
duty, we have orders to shoot,
but we shall not do: continue your
peaceful agitation.”

Then on September 7 a general
strike all over the country was
called and it was a big success.
Tass report on September 8 said
that one million had been on the
streets in Teheran quoting Irani
sources, It said participants carried
posters, “‘do not kill your brothers.”
At first the demonstrations were
peaceful.  When the police at-
tacked they used teargas bombs
and fired in the air. Similar de-
monstrations were held all over
the country in all the important
towns. The fraterpisation, the
scenes of flowers being offered
to police and soldiers by the peo-
ple were too much for the regime.
The same evening an emergency
meeting was held by the govern-
ment and martial law was proc-
laimed and the reign of terror
and massacre began.

Why has the opposition taken
such a religious character in Iran?!
Under a regime where for 25
years nearly all freedom of ex-
pression and assembly apnd poli-
tical parties were banned the dis-
content of the people was inevi-
tably carried into mosques and
religious assemblies. Thus _the
assemblies of believers became
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more and more politicalised. The
degenerate life style of the court
feudal gentry and the newly rich
upper middle class and “wester-
nisation™ in its worst sepse of
decadence, immorality, nudity and
pernography imported from the
west and all in the name of moder-
nisation patronised by the regima
shocked the susceptibilities of the
peopla. :

But the religious opposition is
not homogenous. There  are
many currents in it. Some can
be called progressive, some «call
themselves Islamic Marxists or So-
cialists, othersare more conserva-
tive and orthodox. There are se-
cular political currents as well,
Tass report from Teheran said
that among these the most im-
portant is the MNational Front
whose leader Karim Sapjabi has
spoken out many times. He said
that the Shah was carrying out a
policy of terror, oppression, mass
killings and was all the time flouting
the Constitution and his own pro-
mises. The purpose of the gene-
cide was only one, that is to stren-
gthen the despotic rule. Sanjabi
said that he stood for the unifica-
tion of all the patiopal forces of
opposition. He said that the de-
monstrations of September 4 and
5 had shown that the nation was
alive and demanded freedom.

Another National Front leader
Dariush Ruhar said that the nation
had woken up. He confirmed
that the Natiopal Front had taken
part in the mass demonstrations
and had tried to keep them peace-
ful. People had been demapding
that the political police SAVAK
be disbanded and political priso-
ners be relsased. A former pre-
mier Ali Amin who had led the
government in years 1963-64 has
declared that he was prepared to
build a bridga betwaen the people
and the Shah. The situation was
insupportable, he said.
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But the Shah preferred to burn
all bridges. On Septembor 10
the iron fisted Prime Minister
Shariff Emami had the temarity to
declare while presenting his gov-
ernment to the so-called parliament
that even upder martial law the
Shah’s programme of *liberalisa-
tion” would continue. Individual
rights and freedom of expression
will be 2llowed and the course of
the socalled pational unity would
be followed. While he was saying
all this with a straight face, several
members walked out shouting ‘'you
have the blood of hundreds of
Iranis op your hands.”’ The National
Front hes said that the Shah's re-
gime will not be able to reot out
corruption as it was inherent in
it, nor could it democratise the
country.

The central committee of the
Tudeh Party of Iran (Communist
Party) has called for national coali-
tion of all forces against the Shah.
It calls for the abolition of monarchy,
unity of all opposed to dictatorship
and for democracy. It calls for
dissolution of the senate and as-
sembly apd all organs controlled
by SAVAK, free elections to cons-
tituent assembly and a new cons-
titution.

National control of oil resources,
end to pillage by consortiums, ex-
pulsion of American advisers
from the army, withdrawal of
Irani troops from Oman, rupture
with all military alliances apd fol-
lowing strict ponalignment, are the
party's other demands.

Events show that people must
unite and co-ordinate their ac-
tions to end the dictatorship, the
central committees of the Tudeh
Party said.

Iren is 2 multinational country
but for the last 25 years the Shah
has been following a policy of op-
pression and forced assimilation
of the considerable minorities. For
this purpose statistics have 2lso
- been fabricated.
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But it is kpown that Persian
speaking Iranis are about half of
the population. There are Azer-
baijanis in the north who with
other close linguistic groups make
up to 25 to 28 per cent of the popu-
lation. Then Kurds, Luris apd
Bakhtiaris in the west and Baluchis
in the south-west make up about
18 per cent.

There has been a national move-
ment for linguistc and cultural
rights and autonomy all these years
which has at times led to uprising.
The big democratic movement in
Iranian Azerbaijan was suppressed
cruelly in 1945 but it has not died.
Similarly there was an uprising in
franian Kurdistan which is conti-
guous to the Kurdistan in lIraq.

The recognition of Kurdish rights
in Iraq and now recognition of
national rights of Baluchis in Afgha-
nistan across the border have st-
rengthened the case for autonemy
for these people in Iran.

The Shah has tried with an iron
hand to suppress the Azerbzijanis,
their language apnd culture. As 2
contrast to all this is the flourishing
Soviet Azerbaijan where not only
Azerbaijanis but also Kurds have
their books and publications, free-
dom to develop their art, culture,
music and literature.

—Masood Ali Khan in New Age,
New Delhi, 24/9/78
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IRAN:

SOCIAL BACKGROUND

Throughout the past wzek the
world press has been paying much

attention to the events in Iran
where mass-scale popular unrest
mounted throughout the coun-

try....The social background of
the events in Iran is obvious. The
thousands of millions of dollars
in Iran's returns from oil exports
have pot eased the position of the
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working masses, but have only
widened the gap between wealth
and poverty. The foreign press
notes that the policy of “open
doors’’ with regard to foraign
capital and the massive arms pur
chases in the United States have
resulted in thousands of millions
of petrodollars flowing back to the
western, above all, the US mono-
polies. Up to three thousand mil-
lion dolears are apnually pumped
out of the country in the form of
profits, dividends and other re-
turns of foreigners alone. Besides,
nearly a thousnad million dollars
a year are spent on the mainte-
nance of tens of thousands = of
American advisers working in va-
rious sections of the government’s
machinery, particulary in the army.
One of the acutest social and eco-
nomic protlems is the mounting
unemployment in the major Ira-
nian cities. In the past few years
the city slums have been maiply
inhabited by peasants who left
their pative places following the
transfer of land to the village rich
and the agro-industrial trusts
whith have close links with fore-
ign capital. Spezking in the lranian
parliament Deputy  Manuchehr
Azdi said that the rightlesspess,
violations of the Constitution and
the government's lack of attention
for the needs of the population,
corruption, abuse of power and
other factors have caused the ex-
tensive popular disssatisfaction. All
this, coupled with a number of
other factors are the cause of the
currcnt events and the fact that
the most diverse political and ideo-
logical forces, ranging from the
Moslem clergymen to the Left-
wing, are acting jointly among
the opposition........ :

—Arkady Maslennikov in Pravada
APN, 20/9/78
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MIDDLE EAST: WEST EURO.
PEAN DOUBTS OVER CAMP
DAVID ACCORD

After the initial euphoria of the
Begin-Sadat accord at Camp David,
the West Europeans in a sombre
retrospective mood ere waking
up to the realities of the chasms
in the Arab world. Obviously,
the real victor of the Camp David
parleys is President Carter, who
has scored a personal triumph
which his battered Presidency badly
needed. Britain has embraced the
Camp David package in full measure
—and nobody expected it other-
wise—but in France and West
Germany senior Government offi-
cials have private reser.ations about
the course of events in the Arab
world. What Egyptian President
Anwar Sadat has agread to is a
five-year period of trapsition to
some loose form of local autopomy
to ba supervised by Israeli military
presence. This then is the heart
of the matter, That Mr. Sadat's
Egypt is now no more a party to
the ideals of pan-Arabic unity and
the goal of natiophood for the
refugees of Palestipe comes as a
rude awakening for Arab intellec-
tuals. President  Nasser per-
severed after and sacrificed for this
ideal for nearly two decades—what
has happened to all that under
Mr. Sadat’s leadership?

A politically weak and isolated
Egypt trying to come to terms
with a Western backed jingoistic
and militarily powerful Israel, con-
firms permanent Western pre-
sence and influence in Waest Asia.
The radical Arab States, the Pales-
tinians and the Soviet Upion can-
not just afford to sit on the ring-
side of this unfolding scenario.
And that is why there are so many
“ifs'"" about the final outcome of
the Begin-Sadat parleys at Camp
David, which is merely a personal
accord. In fact, this is the very
reason which proempted Mr. Sadat’s

Forzign Minister Mr. Kamal to
resign on the spot at Camp David.
Mr. Kamal's predecessor Mr. Mo-
hamed Riad resigned when Mr.
Sadat made his first jourpnsy to
Jerusalem to address the Israeli
Parliament. Mr. Sadat’s solo dip-
lomacy and peace initiative has so
far cost him two Foreizgn Minis-
ters apd loss of prestige in the
radical Arab world. Will his pre-
sent quest for another solo peace
treaty with Israel cost him his
career? This is the apprehension
his admirers in the West have
about his future.

Western analysts wonder how
Mr. Carter will cope with the
Arab rage. On the face of it, as
the Western world sees it, Israel
has shown good faith by making
so-called concessions on Sinai and
the West Bank. But there is po
mention about fulfilling the true
aspirations of the Palestinian pec-
ple. The suggestion—which Arab
radicals think is ludicrous—at Camp
David was that any final status
for the West Bank and Gaza would
be worked out jointly by Israel,
Egypt, Jordan and the elected re-
presentatives of the Palestinians.
The Palestinians one tzlks to here
say that the local Palestinians in
the Israeli occupied West Bapk
will not take part in any elections.
Because of Israeli military pre-
sence, some form of elections may
perhaps be stage-managed but how
can Egypt and lsrael sell the out-
come of such elections to the rest
of the rab world?

The Arab ofl kipngdoms like
Saudi Arzbia and Kuwsit, who for
the past nine months have effactively
sat op the fence, while becoming
more and more agitated at the
widening divisions in the Arab
world and growing isolation of
Mr. Sadat, will soon have to decide
on a new course of strategy. The
City of Jerusalem is regarded as
holy and sacred by the Saudis.
Israel is in no mood to give up its
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sovereignty on Jerusalem. Cap
the Saudis accept this as “fait
accompli?” The Palestinian agitation
in the Arab world, coupled with
their brain power and influence
in the oil States, could have far-
reaching consequences in the tradi-
tional and conservative Arab king-
doms. This is why to contain the
Palestinian challenge, the Arab
Kings on balance could possibly
decide that Mr. Sadat is a greater
liability to their natiopal interest.
This then could be the final un-
doing of Mr. Sadat.

In Egypt, a great deal will de-
pend on the honpesty, efficiency
and capability of the Mipisters
and civil servants to fulfil the rising
aspirations of the people for a
better standard of living. The
widening gap in thz lifestyles of
the finstant’ rich Egyptians and
the poor teeming millions in Cairo
is a sad commentary on aspects
of Mr. Sadat’s brapnd of socialism.

Today’s Cairo is a far cry from late,
President Nesser’s Cairo—for bet-
ter or worse only posterity will
tell.

—Batuk Gathani, Londop. in Hindu
September 27, 1978
—0— —-0— —0-—
MIDDLE EAST: FUND TO WIN
EGYPT AWAY FROM ACTP

Iraq tonight urged the estab-
lishment of a multibillion-dollar
Arab fund to win Egypt away from
the Camp David summit agres-
ments and also offered to send
forces to Syria to help confront
Israel. The move was announced
by the Iraq News Agency (INA)
in reporting a resolution passed
by the nation’s Ruling Revolu-
tionary Command Council (RCC).
In Beirut the support of Iraq's
180,000-strong armed forces was
seen as an important boost for
Arab opponents of Egyptian-Israeli
peace  moves—but = Baghdad's
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offer was rated uplikely to be ac-
cepted in the near future. There
is a deep-seated ideological dis-
pute between Syrian and Iragi
leaders of zntagonistic wings of
the Baath Party. Baghdad has re-
peatealy refused to join the Syrian-
led Arab “Steadfastness Front”
established to frustrate Egyptian
President Anwar Sadat’s peace ini-
tiativa. lraq has ealled the front's
policies too moderate.

Iraqi criticism of Arab attitudes
toward the Camp David agree-
ments as not being firm enough
was viewed in Beirut as a clear
indication that Baghdad was main-
taining its radica] stand apd that
Iragi troops were unlikely to move
against Israel unless there was 2
fundamental Syrian policy change.
Iraq’s RCC called on the wealthy
Arab states to set up the fund to
help Egypt if it gave up the Camp
Dayid agreements, INA said. Un-
der the Iragi proposal, the agency
continued the fupd of at least nine
billion dollars a year over 10 years
would provide Egypt with five
billion dollars a year—if it changed
its summit stand—while the rest
of the money would go for mili-
tary requirements plus financial
aid for the Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO) and Palesti-
nian Arabs in Israeli-occupied terri-
tory. The appropriations could be
increased in the light of the “re-
quirements of the battle”, Irag
said, also calling for an Arab sum-
mit to discuss what it termed effec-
tive action agaipst the Camp David
accords.

—PTC-Reuter, Baghdad,
October 3, 1978

o o o
MIDDLE EAST: SEVEN STA-

TES BACK IRA@'S CALL FOR
ARAB SUMMIT

lordan, Saudi Arabia apd five
other Arab states have supported
a call by Iraq for an urgent Arab
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summit to discuss the Camp David
framework for Middle East peace.
Arab diplomats said yesterday that
the prime objective of a summit
would be to dissuade Egypt from
signing a separate peace treaty
with Israel provided upder the
Camp David accords. Official
sources in Baghdad told Reuters
that the call for an Arab summit
had been supported so far by
Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bah-
rain, the United Arab Emirates,
Qatar and Oman.. Iraq, in czlling
for the summit, suggested a nine-
billion dollar fund to woo Egypt
away from its commitments to the
American-sponsored camp David
accords. But the sources said Iragl
President Ahmed Hassan Al-Bakr
on Monday receivad a message
from Syrian President Hafez Al-
Assad reflecting “a positive stand
towards commeon Arab action to
face Zionist challenges.”  Iraq’s
Vice-President Saddam Hussein, fol-
lowing up the Baghdad summit
call, yesterday held talks with the
Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmed Al-Sabah, and his Prime
Minister, Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah
Al-Sabah. Mr. Hussein arrived in
Kuwait from Saudi Arabia, where
he showed up unexpectedly on
Monday for talks with Crown Prince
Fahd.

The Saudi government, in 2
statement on the talks, refesrred
to the necessity of joint action
to convene an Arab summit con-
ference as soon as possible. Arab
diplomats said Saudl Arabia and
the Gulf states were confident
Egypt would accept the call to
attend the summit. But they said
invitations would not specifically
refer to the Camp David accords.
The diplomats said either Saudi
Arabia or Bahrain was expectad
to jssue the summit invitations. But
authoritative Bahraini sources said
later their small Gulf state was
not likely to take such a leading
role.  The Bahrain goverpment
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yesterday held an extraordinary
session and reassertad its belief
in the need for a summit. Bahrain
was the first to call for an Arab
conference after Camp David. Saudi
Arabia and the Gulf states have
objected to Egypt's single-handed
attempt to solve the 30-year-old
Arab—Isrzeli dispute and its ap-
parent willingness to sign a sepa-
rate peace with [srael.
—PTC-Reuter, Bahrain,
October 4, 1978.

+ + o+

MIDDLE EAST: THE CAMP
DAVID PEACE TALKS

ISRAEL! VIEWPOINT. Throughout
the weeks that precsded the Camp
David talks tne Egyptian meaia
dealt extensiley with the meeting,
but very liztle information of any
substance was disclosed. In view
of the effective blackout imposed
by the Egyptian leadership on the
preparations for Camp David, the
media limited itself to discussing
malinly basic attitudes. One of the
best summariss of the Egyptian
perception of the different parties’
positions could be found in a mid-
August article by Agis Mapsur,
the editor of the weskly October,
who is considered to be a confidante
of President Sadat. Mansur sum-
med up the basic positions of the
three parties to the Camp David
talks as follows: The essence of
the Egyptian position is adherence
to UN Resolution 242. This sti-
pulates, according to Mansur, Is-
raeli withdrawal from the terri-
tories occupied in [967. Minor
modificatiors may be made in the
borders zlong the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip, but, says Mansur,
Egypt's sovereignty on her land is
not negotiable. Within the frame-
work of a peace agreement Egypt
would grant Israel full recognition
and establish normal relations, but .
this would be implemented only
gradually ‘‘due to the psychological
and practical considerations.”
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The ° Isrceli  position, according
‘Mansur, is based on a rzjection of
Resolution 242 apnd a conception
of the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip as ‘liberated territories”.
Nevertheless, says Mansur, when-
‘ever Begin is obliged to refer to
withdrawal from these territoriss,
he insists, on only partial imple-
mentation so that Israeli forces
‘would remain in the area. The
Palestinians would be granted a
kind of self-administration, for a
period of 5-10 years, to test the
seriousness of their intention to
live in peace with [srael, and only
afterwards would it be decided
whether Jordan or lsrael remainad
in charge. The settlements in the
territories would remain intact,
including those in Sinai’s Rafiah
area which would be defended
by lsrasli forces. According to
Mansur, Begin does want peace—
but only on his own terms and in
accordance with his “dubious reli-
gious belief.”

The American position is described
as essentially similar to that of
Egypt, for it is also based on Re-
solution 242, though somewhat
lacking in determination, Presi-
dent Carter, states Mansur, has a
new political and diplomatic style
which is different from those of
Nixon or Ford: he is absolutsly
sincere in his desire to realize—
—but his capabilities are limited.
The position of the presidency Fas
been weakened by the Nixon affair
and the Vietnam war and it is more
susceptible to political pressure.
According to Mansur, Carter wants
‘“to cross the river without getting
wet'’—to get things moving in the
ME while, first not antagonizing
either [srael, Jewish lobbyists or
pro-Israeli congressmen, second—
not inviting confrontation with the
Arabs, their oil, their economies
and their pro-Wesstern regimes,
and lastly—not endangering detente
with the Soviet Union. In spite of
these’ limitations," Mansur maintains

I3

that the US has become a “‘full
partner” in the peace negotiations
and it would submit its own pro-
posals at the appropriate moment.

Both the US and Israel, concludes
Mansur, are aware of the fact that
war “‘or other hostilities’”” can be
resumed at any moment. And they
know that President Sadat had
repeatedly pointed out that the
October deadline is rapidly ap-
proaching, that (according to the
Egyptian version) the Sinai |l agree-
ment expires then, and that the
continued presence of UN units in
Sinal is contingent upon Egypt’s
goodwill. Mansur claims that npotes
have been exchanged recently be-
tween the US apd lsraesl concern-
ing three cases of high-level Egyp-
tian Army alerts.

If the threat implied in Mansur’s
article represented the “stick’ com-
ponent of the pre-Camp David
Egyptian position, there were also
“‘carrots’’.  Prior to Sadat’s de-
parture for the US, the Egyptians
disclosed that they might agree to
a declaration of principles based
on the “Aswan formula”, ie. the
participaticn of the Palestinians in
their future, without insisting on
the establishment of a separate
Palestinian state or on self-deter-
mination as such. There were also
hints that Egypt had prepared
a new plan for Jerusalem which
would somehow maintain the city’s
unity. Above all, Cairo stressed
its readiness to establish an ela-
borate system of security arrapge-
ments apd guarantees parallel
to a phased lsraeli withdrawal.
As evidenced prevjoulsy, in the
Egyptian proposals submitted to
Israel on July 5, it is this Iast point
that Cairo regards as the maip
quid pro quo for Israeli eyacuation
of the territories.

To the more specific ideas aired
in the international press on the
eve of the Camp David summit
there was hardly any Egyptian
response. Cairo did pot endorse
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the idea of stationing American
troops in the West Bank nor did
it react to a proposal to divide
control of the West Bank during
the interim period among Jordan
(to be in charge of internal secu-
rity and immigration, among other
things), a representative council
of the autopomous Palestinians
and the Israeli military authorities.
This plan, which circumvents the
soyereignty stumbling block, is de-
signed to bring sbout a gradual
reduction of the Israeli military
presence.

Jordan thus remained the key
factor, as it had indeed been in
Cairo’s July proposals as well.
Many observers regarded the in-
tensity of possible contacts with
‘Amman as the best gauge of pro-
gress or stalemate in the Camp
Dayid talks. For King Hussein’s
condition for getting involved in
the peace tzlks had been clearly
proclaimed: an Israeli declaration
of readiness to evacuate the Wast
Bank and recognize the Palestinians
right of self-detemination. There
is little doubt that Amman has no
desire to precipitate the emergence
of a separate state for the Pales-
tinians but would prefer that they
be granted oply limited authority—
so that the West Bank and Gaza
could eventually be re-integrated
into a Jordanian framework.

This seems to constitute the
Egyptian position as well. From
Sadat’s point of view the maip
consideration is pot the finesse
and exact formulation of a verbal
declaration of principles, but rather
that practical arrangements be made
in order to reassure Hussein of
the real prospects of his return
to the West Bank. The ogen
question was whether Sadat could
maximalize his position so as to
meet the minimal line of Hussein's
demands.

—Middle-East Intelligence Survey,
Tel-Aviv,-1/15 Sep. 1978
Vol. 6 No. |1
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ACID BOMB EXPLOSION — |8

Chapter Eighteen

On The Eve

By James Goonewardene

Events began to move swiftly
in the weeks that followed. On
the surface life moved along the
customary grooves. There was
nothing to indicate that apything
out of the ordinary was about to
take place; people want about
their tasks as they always did, but
the calm was an uneasy one. Every-
one had got wound-up—the clerk
at the railway station was abrupt,
the shopkeeper curt, the bus con-
ductor abusive and his passengers
restless and flying easily into a
temper. Something was in the
wind—of that people felt certain,
but whatever was going to hap-
pen was still underground and
invisible. This little town on the
western traffic belt felt the impact
of all this like a seismograph regis-
tering the first tremor of an on-
coming earthquake.

The first visible sign of change
was a sudden Increase in callers
at the resthouse—among them army
and police officers who stopped at
the resthouse for a brief rest and
a bit of refreshment. A truck load
of soldiers would stop for water
or a jeep full of officers for a meal.
It created business for Ariya, but
the more business it brought the
more uneasy he felt. Something
was about to burst, but nobody
seemed prepared to tell him what
it was. He had tried to tzlk to
some of these officers when he got
the chance, but they would be
tight-lipped. = They would stare
suddeply back at him or snap back
some curt comment that discou-
raged any further attempt to probe.
They were pervous and jumpy it
seemed like all the others, or they
were too filled with their own
importance.
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A jeep load of men drove up one
morning and out of it stepped
out a youpng lieutnant. He sent a
couple of bottles of besr to the
men in the jeep and ordered one
for himself. He poured himself
a gless of the beer apnd began to
sip it moodily. Ariya approached
him as he had done with the others.

“Its a hot day,” he said.

“Its hot,” said the youpg lieute~
nant lifting his eyss momentarily.
“A cold beer helps on a hot day.”
The lieutenant lifted his eyes and
let them drop again and made po
reply. “There has been a lot of
troop movement—they have stop-
ped here as they went; | won-
dered why there was this sudden
activity.”

"“They have stopped here—have they
—all of them goine by here?”

“Oh yes, they have, at least some
of them have—all going south;
didn’t know how far south they
were going.”’

“As far south as Hambantota, |
think, at least | am going there.
| don't know about the others.”

“Opered 2 camp there—so many
truck loads of them going by the
last week or so—what’s happening?
The young man said pothing for a
moment. Then sudenly he looked
up.

A bit of trouble—we are expect-
ing trouble.”

“Trouble?”

The officer suddenly reached out
for the bottle and emptied it into
his glass.

“How much is it?"" he said. *I
must go—sorry—no time to talk.”

He met a middle aged police
officer one morning who talked a
bit more. He wasn’t frightensd.

“At last someone’s taking notice,"”
he said. “The guns and banks being
robbed seemed like. a joke—but
they are now taking notice.”
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“You think its all conpscted—
the guns and the banks, | mean—
the same crowd doing it all?”’
“Oh yes, without a doubt; its the
same lot. We have been telling
the authorities this for a long time,
but no one..took notice. Its these
fellows they call the Che Guevara
kalliya—its them 2ll right. In a
jungle not far from my station
we discovered ope of their hide-
outs—full of acid 2nd petrol bombs
—deadly w=apons; they fill empty
condensed milk tins with pails
and bits of broken glass; its no
joke if you are the one who Is at
the receiving end of these crude
weapons—they don't kill all the
time, only mutilate and maim."”

This was the first clear picture
he had of the nature of the trouble.
He however, kept calm; the de-
ployment of troops would, dis-
courage anyone who was thinking
of starting something but what
did worry him was the thought
that no troops were being stationed
in his own area; there was just
the small police station with a
few men and an inspector to deal
with anything that could break
out.

Deva was having his own share
of problems. His fishing com-
panion, Armanis had besn arrested
by the police. He wzs not told
what crime he had committed
only that he had been arrested
and could be bailed out. A home-
less drifter like Armanis, had little
chance with upimaginative and
short tempered policemen. He
had to go—he couldn’t ignore the
appeal.

Deva had met Armapis several
times more after that first meeting
by the river. Armanis had bro-
ught him a fishing rod as he had
promised, and together they had
been to the river several timas.
He had found him on bettar acquain-
tance to be quite unique, a born
story teller, besides which he could
do things with his hands. He had
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beep a mechanic and the circums-
tances he foupd himself in had
not caused iim to lose his skills.
He would make toys—out of cast
off thread spools and bits of ply-
wood, and an assortment of wooden
animals and carts would be the
result of all this.

The police station was an oral-
nary domestic habitation they had
converted. It had blue wooden
windows and ornamental gables
and a porch and it was surrounded
by a weed-riden garden, enclosed
by a hedge. It stood on the edge
of the mein road, isolated from
the other houses with a stretch
of scrub jungles.

Deva was received at the sta-
tion by a policeman seated at a
broad desk in a little ill-lit room.
On the left of the desk was a single
lock-up inside which Armanis was
seated on an iron cot. Armanis
rose at once apd came to the irom,
grilled door.

“*l 'have come to bail this man
you have arrzsted.”

“You kpnow him?" said the

- policeman.

“Yes, | know him."”

Deva was not invited to sit but was
subjectad to a long scrutipy.
“You are a lawyer?” he said sud-
denly.

“No, I am a school teacher.”
Deva glanced at Armapis and noti-
ced his swollen lip and a2 half-closed
eye.

They had beaten him.
“You are a school teacher!” asked
the policemap.

**Yes, | teach at the local Vidyalayz."
“‘At the Vidyalaya here, uh? said
the policeman. “What's your
nama?" Deya told him his name
and the policeman checked the
name with a list he brought out
of a drawer and then looked up
at him.

“How do you know him?"

15

“l came to know him recently—
he and | have gone fishing.”
The policeman frowned with 2s-
tonishment.

“Fishing?” he said, “with him?"”
“‘Yes, that's right".

“We caught him with bottles of
pot arrack apnd equipment for
making other types of moonshine.
He can go to jail for that. We are
rounding up all the undesirables
around here—he’s a bad egg, your
friend. We don’t like bad eggs like
him."”

The policeman, a man of about
thirty, of middle height and the
colour of burnt clay seemed a Eit
out of his depth in the situation.
A large, police records book lying
on the table, he drew towards
him, fiddled with it a moment
and pushed it away again; then he
started to rock his legs apd pick
his teeth.

“You are from the Vidyalayal” he
asked once more.

““Yes,” said Deva.

“You have trouble makers in your
school.”

“Trouble makers—! do not upder-
stand.”

“Doesn’t matter—we are watching
your school, don’t worry. You
want now to bail this man out.
You'll have to wait till the inspector
arrives.”

“When will that be?*

““Don’t know~—you
later.”

better come

“Can | speak to Armapis?”

“No—you come later. We'll find
out whether you can bail him out
and then we’'ll see; you come
later.”

Deva nodded and went out,
carrying the smells of the disin-
fectant that they had used in the
lock-up. He went to one of the
eating houses in the bazaar and had
a watery cup of tea—in a smelly,
dingy eating house and then light-
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ing a cigar he wandered about
uptil it was the time to raturp
to the station. He gave the police-
man all the time he needed to sort
out the business of the bail, and
half an hour later he went back.
The policemen had the paper ready.
The inspector had been in and ap-
proved the bail and had left 2gain.
When Deva had signed the papers
Armanis was let out apnd the two
of them walked out of the station,
and out on the road Deva stopped
to have a better look at Armapis's
injuries,

“What did they do to you?”
“They beat me up."
“Why did they do that?"

“They thought | made the kasippu
they found in the house. | just
oceupled a room at the back. How
was | expected to know what went
on in the house, but they wouldn’t
believe me. | kept my nose out
of their affairs—| didn’t poke my
nose in there; they were a bad
lot, but what they did was not my
business. They just gave me a
room at the back—that was all.
They just gave me that room and
I kept my nosz clean, but the police
wouldn't believe. They kept asking
questions. | don’t kpow, | said,
| don't know. When the police
raided the place the men had got
a tip-off and had vanished. They
got me, the only man in the house.
They wouldn't believe me when |
sald | knew nothing. They just
kept beating me up. | told them
what | knew. | told them who
ran the house—that's all | knew,
but they wouldn't believe me. |
kept my nose clean. It was not my
business what they did in the rest
of the house—that’s the truth. |
kept my nose clean, but they beat
me up. You are a liar, they shouted
and hit me. The police knew I was
jobless and that | used to hang
about the bazaar—that was enough
to make them believe | was in this
thing. They rounded up the others
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at the bazzar too. They are round-
ing up everybody. The policemen
have got jumpy suddenly; so they
are getting anybody they can lay
their hands on. First they throw
us out of work and then they round
us up. The policemen are jumpy.
Everyone’s jumpy.”

“Its a crazy business,” said Deva.
“The police—they are getting
nervous.”

They are jumpy—that's what it
is, they are jumpy. Something’s
got them frightened. The gov-
ernment’s pushing them to do
things and they have become jumpy.
They have mucked up the law and
the judges apnd the courts and
the police and set political stooges
up everywhere and things have
gone wrong—that's what it is,
and they are now jumpy.”
‘“What do we do pow! You
cannot return to your room or
be sesn hanging about the bazaar,
Pll tell you what—we’ll go to the
resthouss; my friend will let you
stay there for a while.”

“That'll be a great help. They
wili go for me everytime they see
me. They will go for anyone whose
face they don't like. If the Maha-
taya there doesn’t mind it will
suit me. I'll have to keep out of
their 'way for awhile and the rest-
house will suit me fine."

Deva saw that everything was
all right for Armanis at the rest-
house and then stayed and talked
with Ariya, and it was on his re-
turn to his room that he foupnd
this urgent note from Sedaraman,
asking him to come to his home at
Delhena. It was a hastily written
scrawl. It just said that it was moss:
vital that he should come. Another
call for help that he couldn’t ignore.

The house was buried in silence.
It was as if a chill of sorrow had
touched the walls and windows.
The front door was opeped the
moment he knocked. It was Kamala
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[ ooking distressed but trying to
repress her feelings in order to
show her pleasure at sezing him.
She lingered a moment in the
doorway and then suddenly over-
come by embarrassment sne turned
and let him enter. The moment
had been long enough for Deva
to notice the change that had come
over her. The sparkle and bright-
ness of her face was gone. It bore
the weight of her aistress and anx-
iety, her hair in disarray and her
mouth held tight.

The parents greeted him as he
stepped inside. They showed him
to a chair and Sedaraman drew a
chair close to him. The mother
stood nearby; it was as if she had
no wish to intrude on the delibera-
tion that was better left to men
to deal with. The father launched
into the problem that wasagitating
tham.

“Its about our son. He was here,
in this house. | had hoped he would
stay till you came.”

He paused and looked into Deva’s
eyes. “‘l don’t know how to tell
you about all this. Its all mixed
up in my nind. This boy—he’s like
a hunted map; at least he came
here like one and stayed hidden
in the house. He wouldn’t put
his head in the windew for fear
of being seen. Its why | had to
write to you in such a hurry.” He
turned to his wife."Am | saying
this right?”

She nodded.

“We are living through one of
the saddest times we have knowii.
How is it possible te teil you how
we feel about this? Ha comes in
the middle of the night and knocks
on the door, and we are asleep.
Is it right that a young lad like
him should come like a criminal
to his own home, first making
sure that the neighbourhood was
asleep. He was free to come and
go in this house. Then he dis-
appears and returns like this, creep-
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ing into his own home, like a dumb
animal, refusing to speak, uttering
not a word just staring at us and
then hurling himszlf on his bed to
lie on it and stare up at the roof.
| have seen people struck by the
devil locking like this.”

Deva scarcely breathed as he
listened to Sedaraman. He dare
not interrupt this bewildering tale.
“He stayed here the whole of tha
following day,” continued Sedara-
raman, ‘‘sleeping it out most of
the time. It was as if he pot had
sleep for days. He had not had
food too it seemed.”

‘And he was so thin,”" said the
mother. “When he could have
had all the food and sleep h2 wanted;
to disappear and come back to us
like this—apoi, mopna karumayakdha
mey?"”

“Did he tell you where he had
been? asked Deva.

“We asked him that, but he said
nothing. That's something he re-
fused absolutely to talk about.
When we asked him about it there
came a look of fear on his face—
we were frightened to talk to him;
but later our hopes rose one mo-
ment.” He glanced at hin daughter,
here. She was startled to find
atteption was drawn to her. Her
face pale and her eyes staring 28
if without sight.

“He had been talking to his
sister.
couldn’t talk to either of us he
would talk to her. He would tell
her his problems. He had asked
hier whether the police would pro-
tect him if he surrendered. It had
come 50 suddenly she had not known
what to do. In the same breath
he had said he feared it would be
worse for him if he did so. The
police would beat him up. He had
always had this fear of the police.
She had promised that we would
speak to you to prevent any such
thing happening, but all the same
he had berome nervous and frigh-
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In the past too when he
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tened again. No one could protect
‘him he had said His friends would
get him if he gave himself up. He
thad become frightened of his fri-
ends too. The best thing to do,
he had said, was to go back. Like
a man struck by a distiya he had
been walking round his room—
walking up and down. Kamala
had not known what to do. He had
zsked her pot talk about this to
anyone; she wanted to tell us about
it but she hesitated for fear it would
drive him back to wherever he
came from, but she broke her
promise and came and told us.
She couldn't do apything else. She
told us and it was then wa wrote
to you. He had sepsed, howevzr,
thet we wsre trying to do some
such thing. He got very angry
and began to shout and rave, and
before we would do anything he
was gone. He was gone before we
would get you here. If you had
come in time maybe you could
have spoken to him or:done some-
thing to changz his mind. Oh, we
don't know what to do. It is a
nightmara, It would drive me mad
to think about it."’

Deva heard a sob escape the
mother; he wanted to help them
but there was nothing he could
do. The insvitable had to happen
and those on the fringe of the
tragedy—whatever it was going to
be—could only lock on with be-
wilderment and helplesspess. They
were going to start this killing—
the thing that everyone had begun
to talk zbout and did not know
how or when it would start. Every-
opne seemed helpless to do any-
thing now, and no one was going
to be outside the killing and shoot-
ing and throwing of bombs. Every-
body was going to be involved in
this someway or other. This family
would be more directly involved
than others. That was all, but
those on the fringe of the action
and those outside it would know
some crazy madness had come
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over the country infecting the boys
of eighteen and twenty and twenty
five with this madness and giving
them the idea that they could do
things that older men and women
couldn't. This was the madness,
and this village family struck by
the tragady had turped to him for
help, and this girl, their daughter,
with her beauty who had started
to rouse and stir and excite himin
his woman-staryed loneliness had
also turned to him for help and
now stood there clutching her
father’s chair and looking at him
with her large, black eyes and there
was nothing he could do. He was
the boy's guru, and the guru, in-
time of trouble, was always the
adviser, and they had all now tur-
ned to him for help.

“Tell us. is there nothing we
can do to help? asked the mother.

“Is there really nothing?”

“Do you know where he is gone!
We must find that out. Its all we
can do. We must find out where
he's gone to. If we know where
we could go to him and try to
fetch him back. We can go with
the police, if necessary.”

“This is what we do pot know.

This is our trouble. | would go
myself to bring him back,” said
the father, “‘but we don't know,
we really don’t know.”

“How do you hope to bring him

if you couldn’t help to keep him
when he was right inside this house;
how do you hope to bring him
back?” Deva glanced up at Kamala,
Tearswere about to break in her
eyes. They were moist and her
mouth seemed to tremble. He
looked away with embarrassment.
He felt like 2 man seeing a group
of people struggling in the centre
of a whirlpool and unable to go
to their aid.
“*We are sorry we have dragged you
here when we ourselves have done
nothing and can do npothing.”
“There is, perhaps, just ene thing
you can still do.”” -
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“What is that!"

“Go to the police. Explain the
circumstances to them. Its im-
portant that they know what’s
happened. If nothing else they
will know that your sor's will
was not in this thing, whataver it
is they are going to do.”

“Can we do that?”’ said the father
clutching at a straw.

“There can be no harm in that?”

“But they will know our boy is
involved in 2ll this. They will take
a harsh view whether he is guilty
or pot. It is how it is with them.”
Kamala's tears had broken now and
suddenly she turned and she was
g0ﬂ9<

He came away from the house
finally. It seemed like a long time
since he was in this other country
in relative peace and comfort of
that country, and now back in his
homeland there was chaos and
disaster about to erupt apnd des-
troy every decent thing. He came
away feeling like a man plunging
slowly into a deep, dark pit and
not knowing if he would hit the
bottom. ;

+ o+
CATHOLICS AND EDUCATION

IN SRI LANKA—2

Historical Background
by Fr. Tissa Balasuriya O.M.l.

Among the disadvantages were
that the educational facilities were
expapded in a grossly uneven man-
ner. Those who began schools
got the goverpment grants. The
organized missiopary groups, and
later the Buddhist, Hindu and
Muslim organizations began the
schools. The English schools were
mainly in the urban areas, The
children of the elite who could
pay the fees got the advantage of
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better education—geographii:al]y
the rural areas were peglected.
Where there were Christians, the
missionary bodies set up schools.
Thus these areas advapced rapidly
in education and h:nce in ecopo-
mic apnd social life. But even
among Christians the poor were
at a great disadvantage—eg, the
children of fishermen or of slum
dwellers. The villages stagnated.
The estate areas were almost to-
tally neglected by the churches.
The children of the poor estate
workers could not pay the fees.
Hence they were uneducated. Onply
the children of the supervisers
and superintendents got an oppor
tunity of apny eduation. This neg-
lect of the education of the planta-
ton worker's children is one of
the biggest socizl evils of the cen-
tury from IB70 opwards.

In the cities a segregated educa-
tion system developed on a class
bais. Those who could pay went
to the fast developing prestigious
schools. Over the decades the
children in the growing slums,
depressed areas and shanties were
neglected and marginalized. The
Cathelic schools too fitted into
the emerging class system. They
helped to decrease caste and race
prejudice but aggravated class
inequalities.

The content of the education
was almost exclusively acadsmic
and gezred towards white collar
adminlistrative jobs. This was to
be a cause of much future employ-
ment and underdevelopment of
the county. The language media
of English and vernacular and the
levying of fees set up a dualistic
educational system: ope for the
masses another for the elite. There
may have been no (or few) students
of Catholic schools among the 1971
insurgents; but the insurgency of
1971 had among its long term
causes the irrelevance of this edu-
cational system and its creation of
unemployment and unemployables.
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The religicus education of the
Buddhists, Hindus and Muslims in
the schools run by Christiars was
neglected. ~ Childrean of othar
rzligions went to these schools
for general education, but their
religious education was not prec-
vided for, or they had to study
Christianity. Chriatians were bro-
ught up in an earlier sectarian and
intolerant theolegy, though with
great dedicatiop.

Due to this difficulty of religious
education there was an agitation
from the early part of this century
led by the Buddhists for a State
take over of the schools or for
provision of religious education of
children of other faiths in Chris-
tian schools. The Wace Com-
mission (1905) recommended a
positiva conscience clause to safe-
guard the religious interests of
the majority. As its recommenda-
tiops were not effactively imple-
mented, there was further agitation
by the Buddhists and Hindus in
the 19203 for the take over of the
schools or for their own religious
education.

After 1931 with internal self gov-
ernment there was much pressure
for an expansion of the educational
facilities in the rural areas. Dr, C. W.
W. Kannangara, the Minister of Edu-
cation, set up several Central Schools
in the rural areas. These helped the
brighter village children to have
an education in Engiish free of tui-
tion fees. But the content of edu-
cation was still academic apd gene-
rally weighted in favour of the
Arts. Hence it did not resolve
the basic problem of education for
employment and self reliant deve-
lopment.

The special Committee on Edu-
cation of 1943 recommended free
education from kindergarten to
the University, No fees were to
be charged in the schools and the
State was to pay the salaries of
teachers and give a grant for equip-
ment etc. The difference was to
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Catholics And Edycation

be mainly for the urban Epglish
schools as verpnacular education
was already free. The catholic
leadership opposed this scheme:
till guarantees were given of a
higher incomz for the elitist schools
through facilities fees etc. Sub-
sequently most Catholic English
schools entered the free education
scheme. Thus English education
was available without tuition fees.

In the 1950’s the debate was con-
cerning the swabasho medium. The
Governmznts pressed towards edu-
cation at all levels in Siphala and
Tamil. The Catholic leadership
put up a strong opposition at each
stage. Thers was a stzp by step
sffort to retain English as the me-
dium of instruction: first up to
GCE (O) Level, then forscience
subjects; zt the GCE (A) Ley:l,
at the Unpiversity or at least in
Science, Medicine and Engineeripg
Faculties.

In the late 1950's there was once
again a strong demapd for the take
over of the denominational schools, It
was successful in 1960-6]. The
main reasops given by its advocstes
were the need to have a patiopal
systeni of education, to equalize
opportunities for all children and
to provide every child with ap
education in his or her parents
religion. Up till then Catholics
refused to allow other faiths to ba
taught in Catholic schools—due to
the prevailing theology apnd the
Church law. The Catholics, led by
the Bishops, put up a strong fight
against the schools take overlzw.
They went up to physical occupa-
tion of the schools during six weeks.
But they had to surrender eventually
before the superior power of the
State and of public opinion.

At this stage it was decied to
make the grade | and Il Catholic
Schools private and non-fee levying.
The argument was that what could
be saved from absorption by the
state should be preserved in order
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Catholics And Education

to give Catholic children a Catho-
lic education. Now for 17 years
these schools have struggled on
against great odds. Some have
been handed over to the State.
Those which continued have more
or less consolidated their position
by ensuring adequate donations
from the pupils, and well wishers.
These schools and their future have
preoccupied the attention of tha
Catholic community during two
decades; even though many reli-
gious and lay teachers are engaged
in the State sector of education.
In fact their sensitivity about these
school have been an impediment
to even an open dizlogue apd ass-
essment of the role of Catholics
in the 1960s and 1970.

Important educational changes
in the curriculum were attempted
from 1972-77. The Catholic com-
munity was involved in them like
the rest of the country without
any significant specific contribu-
tion to their evolution, elaboration
or evaluation. The Catholic leader-
ship geperally receded to the
back-ground in opinicn froming con
cerning education during the period
following 1961.
cerned with a struggle of suryival
for the private non-fee levying
schools.

Present Challenges to Educction.
In 1978 the country is at the cross
roads in its educational policies—
as also in its general orientation.
The questions at issue are concern-
ing the—Content of education, curri-
cula; medium of instruction;
structure apnd  organization of
schools; methods of education: ac-
tive or receptive; systems of eva-
luation; examinations etc; educa-
tion for naticnal harmony; triling-
valism, place of English; religious
education; cultural education, value
education; equalizing educational
opportunity; education for em-
ployment, development and jus-
tice; adult education, workers,
education, non-formal education;

i9

It was mors con- -

mass media, mass culture, - TY;
expansions of university eduecation;
national seryice; work experience;
stc. education for tourism, for
employment in the free trade zope.

As a country we have to work out
our identity in the modern world,
and the education system is related
to this. We do not want to be a
colony of a foreign metropolis.
We do not want a dictatorship
of the Right or of the Left. We
want to be a free, just, democratic
and socialist republic. This is the
pational consensus expressed by
all the major political parties and
groupings. We do not want to be
a bond slave of International Mone-
tary Fund-World Bapk combina-
tion; or a happy hunting ground
for the great Multi-national Cor-
porations supplying them cheap
labour, cheap raw materials 2nd
free markets for their products.
Nor do we want to be just a plea-
sure garden for rich tourists pro-
viding them cheap food, and pros-
titutes.

We want a development that
is sell-reliant, where the funda-
mental needs of all are met before
a few are provided with luxuries.
We want an authentic develop-
ment with personal fulfilment and
social justice. We want a society
in which every person can grow to
fulfilment and not be stunted,
wasted and marginalized.

Is Education a help or an Impe-
diment? It is important that we
view education in the wider con-
text of our entire sccial eyolution
and our growth as persons. Does
it lend to employment or upnem-
ployment? Does it make upemploy-
ables or a people who were ear-
lier self reliant and hard working!?
Does it reduce inequality or increase
it? Does it foster the growth of
talent away from the villages to
the cities, and from this country
to the rich foreign lands? Does
it foster the growth of persons
who can participate creatively in
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the ongoing task of pation building?
What is the type of formation that
it gives? Does it foster service to
others and a spirit of sharing or
a snobishness that makes the
“‘educated”’ look dovin on others.
Does it provide oportupities of
continuing education?

(To be Continued)

o
LETTERS
Tirade On Tribune

Sir, .

Since we are some who appre-
ciate your lively and usually in-
telligent magazine, we were the
more astonished to read Ariel’s
views on “Cater’s (sic!) Cold
War” and K. Arumainayagam's
book review In your July 29,
1978 issue.

Re limmy Carter, whateyer pri-
vate views the members of any
given administration might have,
they should be fought out in pri-
vate. Thus when Andrew Young
makes so totally inaccurate a state-
ment as that one about there being
thousands of ‘‘political” prisoners
in the USA he hasnot only let down
his own political party and his
own administration, but has se-
riously damaged confidence in the
American Negro in addition to
lieing miserably,  That apparent
enemies of the Upited States, ip-
cluding yourselves, should gleefully
believe such a lie shows that you
have no judgment and no ability
to distinguish between a genuinely
ruthless dictatorship like Russia
or China and a genuine democracy
like the United States. You are
quite literally biting the hand that
feeds you, since the USA-led World
Bank and Western Europe have
just lent Sri Lanka—according to
your own figures—nearly US g
1,000,000,000! Where would Sri
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Lanka be without this money?
Where else do you think you would
get it?

What leads Ariel or the Tribune
‘to believe that Carter approves
of the way Civil Rights are going
in South Korea, the Philippines
or the USA, not to mention Tamil-
frightenad Sri Lanka? Simply be-
cause he makes more noise about
the world’s most vicious slavers,
the Russians, why do you think he’s
not all too conscious of America's
own shortcomings, far, far less
stringent than Russia’s though they
may be? The polls show that Carter
has slipped badly. This is standard
procedure in any democracy be-
-cause democratic governments, need-
-ing the will of the governed to
proceed, move very slowly and
therefore never progressas fast as
the governed feel they should. Do
you think for a momeht that Mr.
Jayewardene is as popular now as
he was when elected? However
the pol's do show that Carter’s
popularity is way up on the single
issue of getting tough with Russia.

How could Carter’s human rights
campaign impress the Third World,
almost all of which is dictator-
ridden!?

Re Africa does the Tribune pre-
tend for one moment that Russia
and the communists are not in-
terested in replacing Western Euro-
peans in Africa? Or in Sri Lapka?
By what standard do you think
that communist Neto “‘represents’
anything -like the majority of An-
golans? Who elected him? Will
you tell us how anybody can ac-
cept Cuban troops anywhere! Does
anybody ask what business a tiny
little island like Cuba, with a popu-
lation half that of Sri Lanka, has
interfering anywhere? Doss apy-
body ask how they can afford to
interfere? Where does the brokep-
down ecopomy of Cuba get the
multi-millions needed to transport
troops and munitions across the
second largest ocean in the world
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‘poste’’

to fight on another utterly foreign
continent! From Russia, naturally,
since puppet Castro must dance
when Russia calls the tupe. Why
wouldn’t  Carter and the west
be concerned at Russian influsnce
where there was none before!
You dop't want commupism in
Sri Lapka—or do you? But why
would you welcome Russians when
you've just ejected other forei-
gners, the British?

Ariel quotes Julius Nyerere as

stating that any African state has
the right to ask for Russian or
western assistance. How then can
Nyzrere devote most of his “ri-
to excorieting the USA
and western Europe for doing the
same thing the Russians are doing,
since both sides have been formally
invited to interfere? Nyerere, for
all his sincerity and brilliance, can-
not take two completely opposzd
views at the same time, and nei-
ther can the Tribune.
* Nyerere further errs sadly when
he claims that “‘the Russian peo-
ple overthrew their rotten regims=."
The whole world knows that a mi-
croscopic but well organized bunch
of Bolsheviks seized power, were
challenged for some time by the
Mensheviks, but finally managed
to out-niurder their rivals and to
hold the poor Russian people in
the worst bondage the world has
seen ever since. This is not
even to mention what the Rus-
sians have done to Esthopia, Lat-
via, Lithuania, Poland, East Ger-
many, Czechoslovakia, Hungary,
Rumania and Bulgaria. The Soviet
dictatorship is only a worse regime
than that of the czars.

Nyerere states that “if the West
wants to prove..they should direct
their attention to where the Soviet
tanks are.” (I) Some of them
are in Angola, & (2) Wars are pnot
fought by tanks alone.

Above all, do you think it is
wrong for a world leader to fight
for human rights? Are the Russians
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From Our Readérs

doing it? Is the Third World doing
it?

As for the book review concern-
ing an obscure work written by
an unscholarly medical doctor who
hasn't even listed a bibliography,
your reviewer shows an appalling
lack of knowledge about the USA.

The black situation there s
poor, but pot bad, and it is im-
proving by the minute. When a
nation deals with nearly 30 mil-
lion people (more than twice the
population of Sri Lanka), progress
can only be slow. Apparently your
reviewer has no conception of how
far the American blacks have come
in the last 20 years. Let him study
the black position in 1958 as com-
pared with their position today.
Many of the largest American cities
have black mayors today. These
include Washington DC, the US
capital, Los Angeles, the largest
city, Detroit, the major industrial
center, Atlanta, the largest city
in the South, and Cleveland, ano-
ther great industrial center. Now
just how could a black ever become
mayor of 2 major city unless. (with
the exception of Washington) 2
majority of whites voted for him?

If blacks cannot vote in any but
presidential elections, as our re-
viewer would have us believe,
how do you account for such power-
ful black figures as Sepator Brooke,
Congressmen Julian Bond and
Shirley Chisholm, and many others?

Who, incidentally, is “Edward”
Hoover?

Finally, how does your reviewer
think 11 million Chicanos (Mexi-
cans or Mexican-deriveds), 2 mil-
lion Puerto Ricans, 2 million Asians,
etc. happen to be Americans to-
day? They're there because no
matter how bad it may seem for
them in the USA, it’s far, far supe-
rior to what they had in Mexico,
Puerto Rico, Asia, etc. Does your
reviewer know that any of these
people or any native born Ameri-
can can leave the USA quite freely

.
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at any time, taking with him all
his money, his family and every-
thing he owns! He can go any-
where in the world he pleases.
Will your reviewer be good enough
to tell us how moapy blacks or
other minority groups are leaving
the USA? Why is it that all over
the world almost everybody wants
to go to the USA pot leave it?
On the other hand, Russians, Chi-
nese, Sri Lapkans and many, many
other people aren't allowed to go
anywhere by their own govern-
ments—unless it's to Saudi Arabia
to work as menials for the oil
millionaires, Don’t you find it
odd that citizens of such com-
munist paradises as Russia, China,
etc can’t escape, even when they
want to?

Your reviewer might upderstand
the black-white American prob-

lem better if he pondered your

own situation here in Sri Lapka
for awhile. Where, may we ask,
are your Burghers of yesteryear? This
Month In Sri Lanka draws our at-
tention to ‘“‘the tolerant, compas-
sionate’’ Buddhist majority here
in Sri Lanka—the very people who
assassinated Mr. Bandaranaike a few
years ago, and both burped and
murdered 16,000 Tamils only a
year ago. More people were killed
then than have lost their lives in
the whole history of race rela-
tions in the USA.

Americans are doing much about
their race problem.

What is Sri Lanka doing about
hers? Tamil friends tell us they
are worried sick that the Buddhists
will attack them again!

It would seem that the Tribune
and its staff would be much more
informed if it and they did more
basic  research, and levelled its
guns at the communist demons
instead of at the people who, for
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all their grievous flaws, are still
the ONLY hope in this world.
Yours without much optimism,

Rolf Satterlee
¢fo Woolnan
American Express,
Colombo, Sri Lanka.
September 15, 1978

@ This letter is a hangover from the
dismal days of John Foster Dulles
and brings back memories of the
ugly American wiio knows what
is good fer the world and who
insists that there is a ‘Commie’
Lenind every bush. Who's afraid
of the Big Bad Wolf?—Ed.

(@] Bl

On Karalasingam’s
Book

Sir,

It was indeed very kind of Mr.
T. M. R. Rasseedin to have pro-
vided such a warm review of his
friend Mr. V. Karalasinghma’s book
on the Tamil question in Sri Lanka.
However | must raise a number of
questions regarding the analyses
that Mr. Karaiasingham has made.
It may indeed be true that the
Tamil leadership becomes militant
only when a left of centre govern-
ment is in power and that the
Tamils, by isolating themselves
from progressive nationalist forces
have dug their own grave. This
analysis however conveniently ig-
nores the sterling contribution made
by the same left of centre govern-
meant during the Seven Year Terror
to the emergence of the Tamil se-
paratist movenient. And the Tamils
were not completely out of this
left of centre government either.
There was after all those unim-
peachable leftists Arulampalam and
Thiagarajah who were members
of the government. Despite their
co-operation apnd support—not to
speak of the various agents of
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the Left parties in Jaffna—a reign
of terror was unleashed in thenorth
and the east of the island. Was
it beyond the dialectical skill of
the pupdits of the LSSP to see that
a further polarisation  between
Tamils and the Sinhalese was tak-
ing place, a polarisation that would
perhaps be impossible to repair? If
the future welfare of the commu-
nities in Ceylon did not animate
the leftists in the coalition to pro-
test, at least their presumptive
commitment to socialism should
have made themat least raise a-
voice of demurral? Surely the fact
that the Tamil voters did not.
vote for the LSSP these many years
was no iustification for this cri-
minal silence and willing participa-_
tion in the war against the Tamils
that ope or other of the Bandara-
naike’s have been waging for some-
time now! The stalwart Marxists
who are now giving us learned
discourses on the Tamil problem
were too busy enjoying the per-
quisites of power and perhaps en-
joying also the lesson being taught
to the Tamils who have had the
temerity and base ingratitude to
ayoid voting for the Left candidates.

Mr.  Karalasingham  however
wants to put the blame op the
Tamil leadership exclusively. Thus
he avoids facing up to the havoc
that the poliey of coalition with a
Nazi-type organization of royalists
and racists of various kinds that
was the SLFP had caused. A dia-
lectician of Mr. Karalasingham's
skill should have been able to re-
cognize that merely because the
Bandaranaike Klan claimed to be
socialists, that they were the same
kind of socialists as he was. After
all, not to put too fine a point on
it, Hitler also called himself a so-
cialist, and a nationalist one at that.
Such an evasion really brings the
entire method of Marxist analyses
into disrepute. Indeed historical-
materialist analyses of the machi-
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nations of the SLFP against the
Tamil-speaking people of the coun-
try, of the truly Nazi-like moves
against the Tamils resulting in
their general delegitimisation as or-
dinary members of the polity,
is long overdue. Perhaps a word
too might be forthcoming about
the deafening silence that those
who claim allegiance to that martyr
of principled politics, Leon Trotsky
maintained while the country was
being Nazified. In fact no word
dissociating themselves from the
Mazism of the SLFP is still available
from the gentlemen who once fzlt
socialism in one country was too
limiting, indeed a betrayal of the
international working class move-
ment and formed the Bolshevik-
Leninist party of India, Ceylon etc.

But no fear: Mr. Karalasingham
has in fact produced in an eralier
incarnation a tour de force of
Marxist analysis. | have been a
student of Marxist writing for a
number of years now and there is
hardly a2 match in the literature
to Mr. Karalasingham’s The Politics
of Coalition (1964). The erudition,
with necessary malice and the sheer
logical rigour displayed along with
the empirical supports is truly
astonishing and certainly bears com-
parisen to any other Marxist work
published in Ceylon. Even that
redoubtable Marxist, Colvin R. de
Silva’s work Their Politics and Ours
(how ironic the title sounds today),
pales into insignificance when Karala-
singham’s work is laid alongside
it. Let me quote a few pasages
from it:

*Mrs. Bandaranaike clearly is not
waiting till she is overwhelmed
by a Ceylon variation or modifica-
tion of the April Days: that is, a
new upsurge of the mass move-
ment directed against the govern-
ment to resort to the method of
the coalition government. She
quite rightly realises that it is
bettef from the standpoint of her
class to seek agreement now be-
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fore the storm breaks...her moves
have a two fold purpose. Her pri-
mary object without doubt is to
enlist in her government and on
her terms, the leaders of the Left
to perform those duties which
they are especially hired to dis-
charge, namely in the words of
Lenin, to fool, divide and weaken

From OQur Readers

the workers, (p. 27, 28). Further
on Mr. Karalasingham observes
“certain ministers were put to
special use, particularly those with
big names” (p. 31). While this
observation is about Tseretteli,
leader of the Georgian Mensheviks,
how neatly it summarises the
devoted labours of the learned

LETTER
ONLY WHITE-SKINNED?
Sir,

It is hard to believe that this country is trying to promote tourism
in the way people are handled at the State Gem Corporation in Fort.
Why do they post people who have not even the rudiments of manners,
leave aside good manners, at the door of this infamous place to try and
hustle out anyone who isn't white-skinned? For they seem to suffer
under the delusion that anything other than that doesn’t qualify for the
great niame of ‘tourist’.

We had the greatest misfortune to visit this place (it was our first
and shall be the last) with a group of tourists from India, and were given
this treatment. Why should we, in our own couptry be made to feel
second class? Even if they try to tell us that it is only in foreign exchange
that they deal there is a way of saying it. Politeness, alas has become
very scarce these days. This individual demanded if we had come to
buy (I wonder what he does when he goes into a shop?) which my friends
had every intention of doing and said only tourists were allowed inside
which they were. He was trying to carry on in this fashion when he
was told in no uncertain terms where he got oif. Leaving personal
copsiderations aside, what is the impression the Indiaps, Pakistanis and
other Asians whom we are inviting to our shores going to carry away
and will they ever want to returp?

Some may argue that this is an isoleted incident but what is alarming
is the incresse in the number of these incidents, In tourist shogs, in
hotels, at the airport and in many other places similar incidents are
becoming commonplace. Why do our people demean themselvas so
much, falling over backwards and even being prepared to lick the boots
of white tourists to merely scrounge a packet of cigarettes or some such
trifle? Ha e they no self respect? It reslly makes us sick watching
them. Not solong ago, during colonial times we were treated as second
class citizens in our own country being denied entry into exclusive clubs,
hotels and the like. The very idea that we may soon be coming back
to that in a slightly different form perhaps is horrepdous to contemplate!

Something has to be done about it and fast! |t may be difficult to do
much about it in each and every place but it is high time someone woke
up in the Gem Corporation and did something to stop this alarming
trend. Otherwise, it will be the Deluge and after that a New Revolution,

Second Class Citizen (1)

Colombo.
4.10.78
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men of the LSSP to the Bapdara-
raike Klan and class. A scholar
of international repute and a tho-
roughgoing historical materialist
produces a conpstitution that
creates a Buddhist Republic of
Sinhala Lanka, no less! As Karala-
singham comments quoting Lenin
“A most typical representative of
the stupid and frightened philis-
tines, Tseretelli was most ‘cons-
cientious’ of all in swallowing the
bait of bourgeoise calumny, he
was the most zealous of all in
‘smashing up and subduing Krons-
tadt without realising that he was
playing the role of a lackey of the
counter-revolution.” Brave, Karlo!
| cappot but conclude that Mr.
Karalasingham has reissued the
wrong book. The obvious choice
for reissue was The Politics of Coali-
tion, with an appendix entitled the
SLFP-LSSP Pact: An Analogue of
the Hitler-Stalin Pact. He could
very well diseuss the awesome cop-
sequences of senile coalitiopism.

S. Prabakar
New Jersey,
US.A.
I5th September 1978
O Q o

Tamil Viewpoint
Sir,

Please publish this letter as it
represents a yiewpoint on Tamils,
and is going to be quoted pro-
fusely in future. Your magazine
carried 2 viewpoint by Narada on
Tamils and TULF. Please upder-
stand that it was adiorrea (spelling
not corrected-Ed) in print. The
writer has exhibited his ignorance.

Mr. Thondaman had his resar-
vations on the separate EELAM
issue from the beginning. This
remains unchanged upto now. The
CWC backs TULF policy on sepa-
rate state for north and east even
now. Membership in the TULF
executive committee is still re-
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tained by CWC. Mr. T. does pot
carry any weight with DMK or
ADMK in India. He was aligned
with Congress and was anti DMK
because of his closeness with Con-
gress of Indira right from the be-
ginning. Conptrary to this FP has
still a very close zlliance with DMK
as evidenced by it’s ability to raise
the issue of race riots in Ceylon
during 1977, in Tamil Nadu state
assembly and Lok Saba in New Delhi.

The so called Tamil Congress
formed by Kumar Ponnambalam
recently consists of onetime TC
supperters who abopdoned their
leader Late Mr. G. G. Popnambalam
during his exile in Malacca. They
were With SLFP's Alfred Duraiappah
for petty favours. This writer
had a long chat with G.G. in Malacca
during this exile period. He was
heart broken by their betrayal
and was begining to form his policy
change to that of zlliance with late
§. 1. V. at that time. | hope Kumar
will remember this past history.
Otherwise he will be eliminated
from political scene like his father
during 1970. FP was borp against
DS’s more to disenfranchise people
of Indian origin during later part
40’s. From that time opwards it's
view has been that Tamils of
Ceylon are having one interest
and one identity. This remains
more relevant today.

Your opinion that thousands of
Tamils in and out of Tamil EELAM
are against TULF is highly imagi-
nary. For last 22 years they have
voted consistantly to a party which
they knew will always be in the
opposition. These people have not
bartered their liberty for petty fay-
ours. Thispolicy remains unchanged.
Your feelings that our aim is not
possible is to say least, one of im-
becile conclusions that have been
tragically recurring again and again
in history. Just study Vietcong
and Awami league. You will up-
derstand the hand of history. Regar-
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ding your insinuations against our
leaders, please understand that they
acting on our wishes and not vice
versa. We will act, while they
will represent us in forums. Please
understand our desire to co-exist
with every one, but not at the
expense of our heritage. Our
aim is to achieve our policy peacas-
fully but, it is well within our
realm to act otherwise.

I have a long way to go and
lot to do. Hence my desire
for anonymity.
-
September 22, 1978.

@ Though we do not publish letters
not authenticated, we publish thiz
“Tamil Point of View" for what it
is worth, —Ed.

&} &) @]

Livestock And Milk
Sir,

I am a regular reader of your
journal Tribune, | hzve had occa-
sions to think why you had com-
pletely omitted a very important
subject lile the MILK, the CATTLE,
and the buffaloa, when you correc-
ly spotlighted various othar mat-
ters that are required for day to
day life. In fact your editorial and
another article on National Milk
Board elsewhere in the columns
of Sept. 2, 1978 issue gladenped me
and others interested in livestock
breeding, because you had driven
the nail correctly into the coffin.

I am a livestock breeder at Pan~-
kulam in Trincomalee District. For
one or one and a half years our
produce, mainly milk, was collec-
ted from villages like Pankulam,
Kanbaketta, MNochchikulam, Reta-
wewa, Ratmale apd Ettabandi-
wewa by the Livestock Breeders
Association of Tripcomalee and
supplied to the Milk Board at Kan-
talai. The quaptity Supplied to the
Milk Board had been more thap
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one Thousand pints per day. This
supply represents only neat cattle
milk. But there is a large ‘quan-
tity of baffaloa milk available apd
this has not been tapped at all,
The suppliers who are mainly far-
mers from the villagers were finan-
cially benefitted and above all they
upgraded their apimals.  These
activities contributed a great deal
of enthusiasm among the farmers
and accelerated the milk develop-
ment programme of the State. The
Livestock Breeders Association for
the last one year could not collect
the milk as they had encountered
difficulties in supplying the milk
without spoilage.

The suppleirs made several re-
presentations consequent to the
closure of the collection centre
to the higher authorities like
the then Hon. Minister of Agri-
culture and Lands and the Chairman
Milk Board without success. The
Sun and its sister Thinapathy papers
carried articles on this matter and
no tapgible action was achieved.
The then Government Agent who
came to kpow the precarious plight
of the poor breeders made repre-
sentations to open a milk Board
at Papkulam and alloczted more
than |1/2lakhs for the supply of ele-
tricity. It is very disheartening
to learn that peither the Caylon
Electricity Board nor the Milk
Board hzs commenced any work
for the past several months.

Your editorial op diminishing
of Cattle, Buffaloes and Milk, should
of course wake up those respon-
sible from their slumbers to tap
all available sources apd ipcrease
the milk collection by the Board
with a view pot only to assist the
breeders but also to bring down
the prices of milk food. The cost
of local tin milk hasshot up from
Rs. 2/75 to Rs. 4.00 now. But the
milk in villages is being wastzd
without proper marketing faci-
litjeg,
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Let those responsible for all this
wastage stop from talking of past
misdeeds and get on with concrete
work and save the suppliers and the
country by arrapging to collect
the milk at least by Japuary 1979
as too much of talking has already
been donz. It is hoped that the
new Minister Mr. 5. Thondaman
under whom this important insti-
tution is functioning, will now act
to improve the conditions of ths
affected and to save foreign ex-
change.

Supplier.
Trincomalee 1978.9.15
Q @) O
Muslims And Eelam

Sir,

Muslims in- Sri Lanka are totally
against division of the country.
Every muslim Is duty bound to do
every thing in his or her power,
individually and collectively to pre-
vent dismemberment of our belo-
ved Sri Lanka.

However, the question of Eelam
is no longer one that can be ig-
nored, or easily written off with
contempt or indifference.  Nor,
is it one that can be solved by
military actions and arbitrary deci-
sion.

It is essentially a political issue
and a political solutions should
necessarily be sought.

This is an issuefor all the four
major communities or nationalities,
namely, the upcountry Siphaless,
the low country Sinhalese, the
Tamils and Muslims or Moors to
put their heads together and evolve
a basis for a solution acceptable
toall.

A. H. M. Saheed
Chief Organisar
All Sri Lapka
United Muslim Party.
451 /4, Havelock Road,
Colombo 6. :
25.9.78
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When God Laughs

Sir,

The President of Sri Lanka at
retirement receives a pension of
Rs. 2,599/- p.m. but not free quar-
ters. Prodigality? Not at all. Why?
One of our clerics on voluntary
retirement after the age of 65
receives pearly double as follows:
authentic pepsion at retirement
Rs. 750/- p.m. additional pension
in the nature of stipend Rs. 1,599/
p.m. and free quarters which if
advertised to let or lease will fetch
over Rs. 2,000/~ p.m. situated where
it is. This is not to speak of other
fringe benefits which matropoli-
tan incumbencies carry and which
were never before heard of. Cash
presentation by the entire diocese

skillfully —manoeuvred on eve of
retirement, is another benefit.
Similarly apother cleric des-

cribed as his contemporary and
mahapandama (i.e. chief torch bearer
or pandankaraya) who like Ras-
putin believed to have come from
Siberia to St. Petersburg, the then
capital, and swayed the destinies
of both church and state is believed
to be playing a similar role here
receives a “prodigal”’ pension. Both
retired voluntarily on pension at
the retiring age and simultaneously
received sipecures in the nature
of  metropolitan  incumbencies
“kicking out” the lawful incum-
bents, comparatively young clerics
with wives and growing children
to shelter, feed, clothe and educate
who, under a new and strange dis-
pensation, are made hewers of wood
and drawers of water to favoured
fossils without dependent children
who are assured of a life of luxury,
indolence and care at retirement
until death—perhpas for apother
2 decades.

As the Sinhala saying goes
“Kacta kiyannathe?  The organ
of this denomination as well as our
news. papers which are on the side
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of the establishment appear to sup-
press criticism other than caco-
phaney.

R.WY.W.
Mt. Lavigia.
13.8.78
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Sept. 28—-Cct. 3

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA

AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN
COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—
Ceylon Daily Mirror; CO—Ceylon
Observer; ST—Supday Times; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Lankadipa; VK—Vira-
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina;
SID—-Sri  Lapkadipa; JD—lanadina;
SU—Sun; DV—Davasa, DP—Dinapathi;
CM—Chintamani; WK—Weekend;
RR—Riviresa; EN—Eelanadu; IDPR—
Information Dept. Press Release;
DK—Dinakara.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28:
The government has, on the re-
commendations of the Minister of
Plantation Industriss, approved the
implementation of a guaranteed
minimum price scheme for tea
small holders; this scheme will
be brought inte opsration from
Ist October 1978: under this sch-
eme all owners of tea lands of 50
acres and under will receive 2
guaranteed minimum price of se-
venty cents per pound for the
green leaf supplied by them. The
government will seek the help of
parents and the general public to
decide on a permanent school
syllabus apnd a curriculum for stu-
dents. The Joint Trade Union
Action Committee which called off
early this week the token strike
planned for teday is threatened
with a split. All work in Kach-
cheris apd other government of-

25

fices in the province should be
brought up to date within one
month; this direction has been
given by the Ministry of Public
Administration and Home Affairs—
CDN. The Customs yesterday
imposed a mitigated penzity of
Rs. 56,559,67 on a businessman
of Kalubewila for allegedly attempt-
ing to illegally import maldive
fish instead of dried fish. The
Colombo Municipality will start a
‘scootor shaw’ service in competi-
tion with private taxis—CDM. Sri
Lankan natiopals abroad can no
longer escape the long arm of the
law by cleiming immunity—diplo-
matic or otherwise—after cormmit=
ing grave offences. SriLanka earned
nearly Rs. 200 million {12 millien
US dollars) in foreign exchange
last year from remittances by mig-
rant labour in VYVest Asian coun-
tries, according to statistics pre-
pared by the IMF. A massive zanja
canning factory has been discoyered
in the Koslande area by the Nar-
cotics Bureau—SU. The Minister
of Agricultural Development and
Research is planning to sell by
auction 20,000 acres of land taken
over by the last goverpment—DP.
The names of those who will be
appointed 2s district ministers has
been decided; the Muttur MP Japab
M. H. M. Mahroof for Batticaloa and
Znd MP for Pottuvil for Batticaloa—
VK. The Ministry of Education is
taking steps to develop at least
two schools in each electorate to
the level of Colombo schools—DM.
Crimes in Colombo have decreased
by about 1500 an year and pick-
pocketing has decreased by 20%
after the new criminal laws were
implemented—DW. A number of
co-operative societies which bought
paddy from farmers on the advice
of the PMB have been upable to
carry out their pormal business
activities because the PMB has
so far not paid the co-opsfor the
paddy they bought—DK. Soyiet
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Foreign Minister Gromyko blasted
the Camp David and Sinc-fapanese
peace pact yesterdsy in a General
Assembly spezech. Rhodesizn Mili-
tary HQ'S said yesterduy that 43
more pecple had died in what
has alpeady become the blackest
menth of the six year guerilla
war—CDN. The Supreme Court
yesterday suggested to the govern-
ment that the former Indian PM
Indira Gandhi and others bo tried
by the High Court for alleged
emergency cffenices. The lexders
of Syria and Jorden whos2 views
on the Camp David Summit sgree-
ments are seen as crucial to peaes
in the Middie East held talks op
the controversial accords—CDM.
More than 13,000 political prisoners
were relezsed in the Captral Java
Czpital of Semarang In a move
seen in Jakarta ss a result of gov-
ernment confidence that the cem-
munist threat te the country was
declining—SU.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER  29:
President has assured the Ceylon
Bank Employee’s Upicn that he
would find a fair solution to the
problem relating to the 71 em-
ployees of the State Morigage
Bank sacked by the previous re-
gime, 971 bapk employees dis-
continued from servica for beirg
recruited on the eve of the elec-
tions apd the haphazard transfer
of bank stafi after discussing them
with ths Minister of Finance scon.
The World ' Bank will lend Rs.
160 million to the CTB. Tourists
will be given VIP treatment by
the customs 2nd will only ke sear-
ched in the event of there being a
strong  suspicien that they sure
carrying contraband said the Cus-
toms—CDN. The decisien to put
off the token strike which was to
have been launched on September
28 was a victory for the workers
against the politicians who control
led the uniops said the President.
The Minister of Rurzl Industria
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Development is expected to be
appointed as District Minister for
Jaffpa. The Minister of Lands, Land
Development and Mahaweli Deve-
lopment will leave on a goodwill
mission to the USSR on an invi-
tation from the Soviet government.
A contract was entered into yes-
terday between the Post and Tele-
graph Department of Sri Lanka
and Messrs L. M. Ericson of Swe-
den for the setting up of a 200
line interpational telephone ex-
change at the Overseas telecom-
munication seryice building in
Colombo. The Minister of State
has pointed out that tourism needs
a new concept to prevent it from
becoming 'something heartless, like
statistics in the Central Bank—SU.
The President said yesterday that
any decision like strike
which is directly connected to the
workers should be taken by secret
ballot and he said that the trade
union laws will be changed in
accordance with this—VK.  The
PMB has bought 2 record 18.9 mil-
lion bushels of paddy and has sup-
plied 1,35,000 tons of rice Which
is 1442, more than last year to
thd Food Department in the first
five months of this year—DM.
There was 999 attendance yester-
day, the day of the intended token
strike. Businessmen in the North
should in their signboards give
prominence to Tamil; if they do
not do so before the next Thai
Pongal festival satyagraha will be
performed in front of their shops;
so said Mr. Vapnai Anandan—DP.
The Sri Lanka Foreign Minister
recently paid apn official visit to
Bolivia on the invitation of the
Bolivian government—/DPR  No.
190/78. The Israeli Knesset appro-
ved the Camp David accords after
a marathon debate; the vyote was
85 in fayour, 10 agzinst apnd 16
abstentions. Kuwait’s oil Minis-
ter warned that Arab oil produc-
ing countries could not continue
tolerating the increasing erosion
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of their oil revepue—CDN. Army
contingents moved into five dis-
tricts of India’s West Bengal state
yesterday to evacuate people maroo-
ned by fresh floods—CDM. Pieter
Botha hardline defence Minister
for the last 12 yars was elected the
new PM of South Africa. Mrs.
Indira Gandhi’s Congress (I) Party
urged the former Premier to cop-
test for parliament in a by-election
in South India next month—SU.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30:
The Department of Elections has
sent out over one million poll cards
in preparation for local govern-
ment elections to 12 Municipal
Councils and 33 Urban Councils;
the elections to be held and con-
cluded before February 4, 1979
will be to pick 520 members to
local government bodies; these are
the first local government elec-
tions after seven years. Pope
John Paul leader of the world’'s
700 million catholics died apparent-
ly ofa heart attack last night after
one of the shortest pontificates
ever. The PM who paid a surprise
visit to the Maduru Oya work site
on Thursday complimented the
groups of youth from the Colombo
electorates for completing the work
allocated to them ahead of sche-
dule. The Employer’s Federation of
Ceylon yesteray paid a tribute to
the Presidentfor ‘the very sagacious
handling of the threatened token
strike”  The Dumbara Campus
of the University of Sri Lanka will
be opened by the Minister of Edu-
cation and Higher Education. The
government has decided to sub-
sidise the cost of fishing gear by
35 percent; cost of engines for
fishing craft by 50%,; banks have
agreed to grant credit for the
balance costs upto 90%,—CDN. Four-
teen massive food stores with a
total] of 436,000 square feet of
accomodation are now under cons-
truction at Welisarz, Narahenpita,
Jaffna and Trincomalee. All Sri
Lapkans who stay more than six
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months abroad will be given the
special ‘green light' treatment by
the customs at the Internatiopal
Airport at Katunayake; their bag-
gage will be subjected oply to
‘spot checks'. Bolivia is expected
to set up giant industrial ventures
in the FTZ shortly—CDM. About
20,000 acres of lands which were
acquired by the previous govern-
ment undder the Land Reform Law
are likely to be sold to farmers
soon—SU. A new law which will be
in operation in India seon will make
MP's liable to one year's rigorous
imprisonment for drinking— DP.
Israeli Parliamznt's approval of the
Camp David accords was praised
by President Apwar Sadat’s Natio-
nal Democratic Party a senior
foreign ministry source said, peace
talks with Israel would start in
Ismalia within a week—CDN. For=
mer PM lohn Vorster was elected
South Africa’s fourth President by
both houses of Parliament. Foreign
Minister Hua Kua Feng of China
addressing the UN General As-
sembly in a2 new attack on Soviet
policy last pight asserted that
Moscow was the major threat to
world peace. Egypt today briefed
the Soviet Union and other East
bloc states on the Camp David
Wast Asia peace accords. lsrael’s
Industries Minister Horovitz re-
signed in protest against Knesset
approval of the Camp David
accords—SU.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER I[: Tne
government has further relaxed
exchange control regulations gov-
erning the repatriation abroad of
assets o1 foreigners lying frozen in
blocked accounts in banks here;
the Central Bank has authorised
the commercial banks to increasz
the limit on remittances abroad
of these fupds from Rs. 10,000
to 100,000; such remittances may
now be made without the prior
approval of the Central Bank. An
interim report of the Special Pre »
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sidential Commission was handed
to President 1. R. layewardene at
his Ward Place residence yester=
day morning. The production of
synthetic textiles is to be trebled;
the Minister of Textile Industries
has approved the expansion of ten
big synthetic mapufacturing indus-
tries and the setting up of 20 new
medium scale textile industries—
$0. Too many holidays and non-
working dzys have been listed as
one of the chief. constraints on
deyelopment work; the Sub Com-
mittee of Development Secretaries
headed by the Secretary, Ministry
of Plan Implementation has stated
In its report. The priyate sector
should change its traditional pro-
fit motivated outlook and put
country before self in the conduct
of business said the President
of the Ceylon Chamber of Com-
merce delivering his apnual Presi-
dential address. The government
will shortly enact amending legisla-
tion to prevent the export of
antiquities and other cultural pro-
perties whose origins is prior to
March 2, [815—ST. Future offen-
ders of the laws of the land instead
of serving a prison sentence on
conviction could be required to
serve a ‘Community Seryvice Order’
directing the accused person to
perform stipulated work in 2 stata
or state sponsored project; the
duration of the Community Ser-
vice Order is expected not to ex-
ceed a period of one year if the
order is entered into by a magis-
trate and not to exceed a period
of three years when the order is
entered into by the High Court;
this will be one of the new features
that will come into force with the
opération of the new code of cri-
min2l procedure 1978. The gov-
ernment will shortly ban the ex-
port of a serizs of consumer food
items which is now in short supply
in the country—WK. A few months
following the appointment of dis-
trict ministers, a new brand of

mipisters called ’'Plan Ministers’
are to te appointed. The third
chanpel of the SLBC—the Sports
channel will start tomorrow—DP.
The new soeaker stated that im-
portant problems of the people
should not be viewed in a political
light but should be considered as
national problems and solutions
should be foupnd for them—VK.
The CWE will shortly take over
the distribution of Lakspray—RR.
A large number of Sri Lanka youths
who have gope abroad in search
of employment are in a number of
European jails for drug peddling
and shop lifting—SLDP, Thousands
of people queued in St. Peter’s
Square to pay their last respects
to Pope John Paul. The President
of OPEC said he hoped that oil
prices would rise after the OPEC
mipisterial meeting in Abu Dhabi
in December—WK. West German
President Scheel said 500 million
people in tne world are upder-
nourished and made an urgent
appeal for persopal contributions
to the World Hupger Relief Fund.
At least 500 people are feared to
have died in floods which have
engulfad near'y half of India's
populous West Bengal stata— WK
MONDAY, OCTOBER 2: Srl
Lanka will soon have a Natiopal
Defence Academy; draft legislation
for such ap institution is now being
prepared; it is plapned to sst up
the Institution at Kaduwelas estate
belonging to Sir John Kot:lawala
who has indicated he would gift
it for the purpose. The govern-
ment has told state trading ins-
titutions  including certain sta-
tutory boards to increase their
coptributions to the state Consoli-
dated Fund this year or face closurs.
The Minister of Education and
Higher Education speaking at the
Dumbara Campus opening said that
it was the policy of the govern-
ment to broadbase upiversity edu-
cation; they wanted to improve
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the campuses and expand the system
toc ensure that every compétent
child will have a chance of having
a  upiversity education. The
UNESCO has granted Rs. 100 mil-
lion towards the restorstion of
historic buddhist dagobas and vi-
haras in Sri Lanka—CDN. The
Milk Board is in a quapdary as to
whether a copsignment of 1000
metric tons of milk powder im-
ported in May 1578 from New
Zealand at a cost of Rs. 15 million
should be rejected in full because
it is partly weevil-infested or whe-
ther the un-affected quantity should
be repacked for distribution. All
public officers including teachers,
corporation apd other public ins-
titution officers who kept away
from work on September 28, the
day of the threatsped token strike,
would be considered as having
vacated their posts. The world
Bank has suggested to government
that the mass exodus of qualified
Sri Lankan doctors, nurses, engi-
neers and other personpel be stop-
ped and their services used locally.
Three formidable trade union orga-
nisations in the public and priyate
sectors — public service national
trade union federation, Jathika
Sevaka Sangamaya and Lanka Jathika
Estate Workers Union have urged
the government to introduce legis-
lation to epsure that a decision
to strike is taken oply on a secret
ballot of all the members of each
union in order to eliminate poli-
ticiaps from taking such a deci-
sion—CDM.  Employees Councils
may soon replace trade upions in
the corporation sector in terms of
a new Government White Paper.
The government is to increase the
rates of subsidy paid as mipor crop
assistance and extend the scheme
even to those in legal possession
of land under lease etc. The salary
payeble to the President of Sri
Lanka will be Rs. 5000 a month—
SU.  The Minister of Rural Indus-
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trial Development said that in his
forty years of trade uniop expe:
rience he had neversupported Un-
reasonable demands while og the
other haad he had zlways supported
reasonable ones; therefore  the
workipg class should  ce-operate
with the government in its develop-

ment efforts—YK. King Hussein
of Jordin arrived in Jeddzh for
consultationy  with Saudi  Crown

Prince on the Camp David Peace
accords which have been cooly
received Ip both their colptries-
The Pacific Ccean state of Tuvaiu
became independent from Britain
in a midnight ceremony. Ths UN
decided on Friday to go ahead with
its own independence sclution for
Namibia—CDN. Hundreds cf pso-
ple were feared dead in wldes
preid flooding of India’s West
Bongal state 25 trecops meved in
to rescue tens of thousands of
people marconed by high water.
Thousends of mourpers quened
through the night in pourng rain
to file past the bady of Pope Joha
Paul in St. Peter’s Bagilica where
it was taken last night—SU.

TUESDAY, QCTOEER  32:
Strikes in the public secter are
totally unjustified because the peo-
ple are the ultimate owners of the
means of production, distribution
anc exchange in that sector; such
strikes will only cripple the gov-
erpment's activities and  retard
national development said the
President yesterday. The Presi-
dent addressing the Law
Students Union said that under
the new  constitution  and
urider his government not oaly
will independence of the judiclary
be preserved but they would ex-
tend it more, wherever possible.
Politicians who dominate public
sector trade upions as “outsiders’
controlling leadership will be ejec-
ted when the Employee’s Council
Law pulled from the White Paper
on Employmeznt Relations is written
into the statute. The President
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has presented a cheque for Rs. |
million to the High Commissioner
for India to be used for rehabili-
tatipg victims of the recent flocds
in India—CDN. Sri Lapka's rice
imports dropped by 709, during
the first seven mopths of this year;
this was attributed to the availe-
tility of local rice after the um-
precedented Mezha Harvest. More
than |5 children hzve coptracted
poliomyelitis in the SHS divisien
of Colombo Morth alcne during
the past few weeks. Saudi Arabia
has decided to grant a lcen of 50
millien US dollars to finance the
hydro-power project of the Kot-
male Development Scheme—CDM.
The GMOA at a special emergency
meeting last week decided to re-
quest the Director of Health Ser-
vices to issue a letter of confirma-
tion to every doctsr who completes
five years of compulsory state
service. The President yesterday
declared that as head of the gov-
ernment, he would lead the coun-
try to ecenomic freedom. Army
persopnel will from next week be
posted inside the customs zone
of the Katupayake Airport ¢n the
instructions of the Co-orginzting
Authority of the Pinistry of De-
fence—SU. Mr. Rohana Wijeweera
said that socialism was thz enly
answer for this country and he
appealed to the Tamil speaking
people to give him full supgort
to make this possible—VK.  The
Minister of State who Insuguratad
tha third channel of the SLBC
said that pew buildings will be
copstructed with housing facilities
for those working there—DP.
Sri Lanka has appointed Mr. Arthur
Basnayake as Ambassador to Burma
—IDPR No, 199[78. The FAO in
Rome has come forward to help
the government in the silk industry
—DV. Over Rs. 20 million worth
of paddy stocked at warehouses
imported recently from England
are in denger of getting spoilt be-
cause of inadequate  storage
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facilities—ATH.  President Sadat
invited President Carter to visit
Egypt to sign the plapned peace
treaty between Egypt and lIsrael.
Syrian President Hafeez Azad bit-
terly condempzd the Camp David
peace agreements betwesn Egypt
znd lIsrael and accused Egyptian
governmznt of giving up the fight
zgainst the zionist epnemy. King
Hussein of Jordan toured Gulf
states seeking support of moderate

Arab governments of a common:

stand on the Camp David agree-
mants—CCN. PM Mepachim Besgin

said lsrael would never accept an’

independent Palestinian state. Pre-
sident Carter made the first official
acknowledgement by the US that
it uses satellites to Spy on the
Soviet Upicn end other coluntries—
CDM. The government controiled
Cairo radio said that peace treaty
talks between Egypt and Israel
would start in Woashington under
a UN flag, British PM James Calla-
ghan was locked in a2 bitter strug-
gle over anti-inflation peolicy with
trade upiops and his own labour
party=SU.

The Tamils Of
Sri Lanka

And
The language Provisions
0f The New Constitution

by N. Satyendra

A PEOPLE who desire peace and
development must cultivate justice
and the provisions relating to lan-
guage in the new Constitution
may rightly be regarded 2s a mea-
sure of the commitment of the
people of Sri Lanka to achieve a
fair balancs in the arza of language
rights as well as a reflection of
their felt peed to secure justice
as between the two major com-
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munities that inhabit this country
and who have come to regard this
lend as their home.

The lapguage provisions of
the new Constitution represent
a watershed in the development
and growth of the Sri Lanlen state
and therefore merit semething
more than passing consideration
from each ope of its citizens.
NATIONAL LANGUAGE. Many
years ago in 1558, the Sri Lapka
Freedom Party Minister of Justice
in the Bandaranzike Government
when intreducing the Tamil Langu-
age (Specizl Provisions) Act in
the Senate remarked that the
“question of the official language
itself has beep occasiopally mis-
upderstood by peoplz’’ and went
on to point out, quite rightly-
that “by official language is meant
the lapguage of reccrd for publie
purposes.” In a State where more
than seventy percent of its people
belong to the Siphala community
and speak the Siphslalanguage, it
isperhaps, a matter of copvenience
that, as a gepsral rule, the language
of records for public purposes
should be Sinhala and this the naw
Constitution recognises and ssc-
tion I8 provides that the official
language of Sri Lapka shall be
Sinhala.

But for the first t'me in the
political history of this country
the new Constitution recognices
the existance cf the Tamil com-
munity as a distinct nationality
with a separate language and
section 19 provides that ths
national languages of Sri Lanka
shall be Sinhalz and Tamil.

This is a step which previous
governments have bheoen unable
or umwilling to take znd the
status afforded to Tamli as
a national language in the new
Constitution is by itself a signi-
ficant step forward in the at-
tempt to bring about a uwnity
of purpose amongst members
of the Sinhala and Tamil com-
munities in this country and

23

thercby foster the growth of
a truly nationa! awareness and
consciousnass.

A Constitution is concerned
with constituting and consti-
tutional provisions are but
the ground rules which cons-
titute a Sgate. I is wholly ap-
propriate thersfore that the
Sri Lankan state should be
constituted on the basis cf the
recegnition of the Tamil com-
munity as a distinct nationality
with its own Language and
culture and the acceptance of
Tamil as a national languzage.

it may however be legitimataly
asked whether the status afforded
to Tamil as a national language
by section [9 of the new Consti-
tution is mersly an empty gesture
devoid of tangible content.

Is section [9 merely an attempt

to placate zentiment? What are

the practical consequences of Tamil
being made a natienal langroge
of Sri Lanka and to what extent
do the new longuage provisions
satisfy the rightful aspirations of

a nationgl minority?

Apswers to questions such as
these must bz found by 2n exa-
mination of not only section 19
but also of the immediately suc-
ceeding sections of the Copstitu-
tion which relate to the usz of the
Tamil lapguage in the legislative
process, in education, in admi-
nistration 2nd in thz courts znd
such ap examipation may most
usefully be made in the context
of an upderstznding of the lagi-
timate rights of a national minerity
in the area of lenguage.

BASIC RIGHTS. What zre these
rights and from where do they
spring? The State exists to protact
and serve all its people, irrespec-
tive of race, religion or language
and it is on this basis that the peo-
ple, in turn, give their 2llegiance
to the State. It is this allegiance
which cements the Constitution
of the State. If a State seeks the
continued loyalty of its citizens
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it must treat them equally end
this means that in a multipaticnal
state, a pational minority capnot
be required to charge its language
an dspeak in the lapguage of the
majority, 2s a condition precedent to
the State repdering service or giving
protection. Mo State can survive
if there iz continted discrimination
against any section of its people
on the ground that such szction
belong to any one communpity or
speak any one lenguage, Where
such discriminaticn becomes a way
of life, it will not be possible for
people belenging to different natio-
nalities and languages to live peace-
fully togather within the confines
of 2 sipgle political state,

This is common Sense 2nd not
surprisingly it is also a lesson of
history. The recurrent claims of
the French in Canada and of the
fcots and the Welsh for devolu-
tion in Great Britain show the
pead to recoznise that matter
of langunga and culture are desp
seated in th: human consciousnass
and can meither be ignored nor
suppressad.

It is szid that in 2 democracy
poonle govern themselves and
this mesans that in a wpolitical
state which consisis of more
than one naticnality <cfestive
democracy will not be possible
unless the members of each
nitionality are able to parti-
cipzte in the legisiative process
in their own language, transect
business with the Stas in  their
own language, present their
clzims and disrutes for adju-
dication in their own language
and if they choose to do so
educate their children in their
own languzgz. I these then
are the basic civil rights in the
area of language to what extent
do the provisions in the new
Constitution secure and gua-
rantee such rights?

LEGISLATION. Section 20 of the
new Constitution provides that
a Member of Pzrliament or a Mem-
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ber of a Local Authority shall be
entitled to function in Parliament
or in Local Authority in either
of the national languages and sec-
tion 23 requires that all laws and
subordinate legislation shall be
enacted in both pational Lapguages.
This represents a distinct depar-
ture from the past when the right
of a Member of Parliament to par-
ticipate in proceedings in Tamil
was a mattsr that was governed
by the Standing Orders of the
National Statz Assembly and were
subject to alteration by the lagis-
lature by a simple majority. In
1960, for instance, there was much
controversy in the House of Re-
presentatives in respect of the
question whether Order Papers
should be printed in the Tamil
Lapguage.
The provisions of the new
Constitution secure for the
first time in Sri Lanka & cons-
titutional guarzntee in res-
pect of the fundamental right
of a Member of a national
minority to function in his
own language in the National
Legislature 2s well as in any

Local Autherity, wherever
such Authority may bs
established.

These provisions give a new
constitutional status to Tamil and
protect and guarantee its use in
the legislative process and taken
in the context of the decision of
the government to publish electo-
ral registers in both national langu-
ages they may be understood as
reflecting an intent to draw the
Tamil community into the main
-stream of legislative and political
activity in this country.
EDUCATION. Section 21 (1) of
the new Constitution enacts that
a person shall be entitled to be
educated through the medium of
either of the npatiopnal languages.
This section confers a constitu-
tlonal right on a member of the
Tamil community o be aducated
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in the medium of the Tamil language.
In the past the entitlement of 2
Tamil pupil to be instructsd
through the medium of the Tamil
language was subject to such re-
gulations under ths Education
Ordinance relating to the medium
of instruction as may be in force
from time to time.

The right of 2 mamber of a natio-
nal mipority to be educated in his
own language was not protected
by the 1972 Constitution. Section
21(2) of the new Constitution
goes further apd provides that
where one natiopal language is a
medium of instruction for any
course in any University the other
national language shall also be
made a medium of instruction for
such course. Taken in the coatext
of the decizion of the Governmeit
to abolish standurdisation, section
21(I) and 21 (2) of the new Cons-
titution may rightly be construed
ds an uttempt to bridge the diffe-
rences that have arisen between
the Sinhala and Tamil communities
in tne ared of education.

ADMINISTRATION. Section 22 of
the new Constitution enacts that
the official language shall be the
language of administration through-
out Sri Lanka but this is subject
to the provision that the Tamil
language shall also be used as the
language of administration in the
MNorthern and Eastern Provinces.
The 1972 Constitution failed to
give a constitutional guarantee in
respect of the use of the Tamil
language in the WNorthern and
Eastern Provinces and restricted
the right to use the Tamil language
even in these areas to such matters
as may be prescribed from time
to time by regulations under the
Tamil Language (Special Provsions)
Act. Section 8 of the 1972 Cons-
titution further expressly enacted
that any such regulation “‘shall
not in any manner be interprated
as being a provision of the Consti-
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tution,” and even the validity of
the regulations framed under the
Tamil Language (Special Provisions)
Act were made suspect in con-
sequence of allegations tha these
regulations were ultravires the Act.
The new Constitution therefore gives,
for the first time, constitutional
recognition of the special status of
the Tamil language in the Nothern
and Eastern Provinces, and gudran-
tees its use as a language of admi-
nistrgtion in these two areds.

But this is pot all. Section 22 also
confers a conpstitutional right en
any person, Wherever he may
reside in Sri Lanka, to communicate
with, receive communications from
and transact business with  any
official in either of the natiopal
languages.  This section further
provides that all potifications and
official documents including cir-
culars and forms shall be published
in both national languages.

These lapdmark provisions

seek to secure the basic right

of a member of a national
minority to deal with the

State without any disadvan-

tage in consequences of his

lack of knowledge of the offi-
cial language. They recognise

the fundamental right of a

member of the Tamil com-

munity to transact business
with the State in his own
language—a right which the

Tamil community has sought

in vain from previous gov-

ernment!

On the question of admission
to the public service, section 22
of the new Constitution enacts
that an applicant shall be entitled
to be examined through the
medium of either of the natiopal
languages. This is subject to the
condition that the entrantmay be
required to acquire a sufficient
knewledge of the official language
within a specific period “where such
knowledge s reasonably mneces-
sary for the discharge of his duties.”

0
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This section represents an attempt
to achieve a pragmatic solution to
the  problem of public servants
acquiring proficiency in the official
language in the context of the cir-
cumstance that more than sceventy
percent of the people served by such
public servants belong to the Sinrala
community and much will depend,
no doubt, on effective implementa-
tion.

COURTS. Section 24 of the new
Constitution enacts that the official
language shall be the language
of the courts throughout Sri Lanka
but this is subject to the proviso
that the lapnguage of the courts
in the Northern and Eastern Pro-
vinces shall also be Tamil. Here
again for the first time.
constitutional recognition is
given to the special status of
the Tamil language in the Nor-
thern and Eastern Provinces.

But even in other parts of the
country where Tamil is not the
language of the courts, section 24
enables any party or any Attorpey-
at-Law to ipitiate proceedings and
submit to court pleadings and
other documents and participate
in court proceedings in either
of the national languages. Again
any party or any Attorpey-at-Law
who is not copversant with the
Language used in any court shall
be entitled to interpretation into
the appropriate national languagas
to enable him to upnderstand and
participate in proceedings before
such court.

The new Constitution thus gua-
rantee; and protects the right of g
member of a national minority to
present or defend a claim and parti-
cipate in court proceedings in his
own language.

Finally, section 25 of the new
Constitution casts a duty upon the
State to provide adequate faci-
lities for the use of the national
languages as specified in the Cons-
titution.

NOT PAPERWORK. This brief
examination of the language pro-

visions of the new Constitution
shows not oply that Tamil
has been given a new copstitutional
status as a national lapguage, but
also that the uge of the Tamil
language in the areas of legislation,
education, administration and jus-
tice, has been sacured by cons-
titutional guarantees. These cops-
titutional guarantees protect, in
so far as constitutional provisions
can protect any right or liberty,
the basic and fundamental language
rights of the Tamils of Sri Lanka
ag a national mipority.

It is sometimes said that cons-
titutions are but pieces of paper
and that where liberty and freedom
dies in the hearts of men, no cons-
titution, no court and no law can
be of any avail. Admittedly, the
effective implementation of fun-
damental rights and guarantees de-
pends more on administrative ac-
tion than on laws; more on tradi-
tion, politics and education than
on copstitutional enactments. But
constitutions also crystalise that
which is in the hearts of men and
are a reflection of the desires and
intent of a people at apy given
time in their history.

Whilst it may be true that only
the political culture of a country
can preserve basic freedoms, it
is equally true that constitutions
and the placing of fundamental
rights cnd guarantees in them,
have something to do with guiding
that culture. It would seem un-
wise and imprudent for any citizen
of this country to dismiss the
language provisions in the new
Constitution gz @ mere exercise in
paper work.  Perhaps we should
ask ourselves that if indeed this
were a mere exercise in paper
work, why it was that no such
paper was forthcoming during the
past several decades.

The language provisions in the
new Constitution are not con-~
cessions granted as a matter of
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generosity or wrested from the
weak by a show of force. It may
be more fruitful and copstructive
to act on the basis that these lan-
guage provisions are the resultant
of the desire of many sections
of the people of this country that
the time has come when we should
pool our resources 2nd work to-
gether in an attempt to find some
answers to the pressing problems
of economic deveiopment that
faces Sri Lanka today.

The language provisions reflect
above all, a strepgth and a willing-
ness to enact that which is right
and there may be a need for an
answering strength from all sections
of the people of this country
to join together in the task of
securing the effective implemen-
tation of that which has been
enacted.
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POEM

Lament For Humanity

The might is dark with not a star
to light the way. | sit alone on
a log and ponder on life—the worries
troubles and pains 2 man endures.
Why
does he have to suffer such ago-
nies? Why
endure poverty, hunger, disease and
frustration? ls there no salvation for
the human race! Can it not grow,
expand, reach beyond itself to see
that there is something loftier thap
the cares of everyday life? 1 hayve
no answers, for | am not even mere
speck in -the vast firmament, | am
helpless, seeking and lost. Will |
ever reach the stage of passing
beyond
pleasure and pain or will | forever
flounder in the dark?

Casava
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Confidentially

Eisenberg & Co.

IS IT NOT A FACT that there are
hushed whispers in certain govera-
mental and commercial circles about
a company or syndicate or combine
knowpn as EISENBERG & Co. Inc.?
That this Company has recently
been doing its best to persuade
certain circlss in the Goverpment
to accept a private (interpational)
commercial lozan amounting to pear-
ly US & 2 billion, that is US § 2000
million to cover the entire Maha-
veli and other projects? That it
vras made out that sucha commer-
cial loan would take the load off
the Sri Lanka Goverpment to pro-
vide foasibility reports, project pro-
grammes, progress charts and 2
whele lot of red tape znd paper
worlk which the World Bank and
the IMF usually wanted before re-
lezsing 2 cent! That it was also made
out that once a deal was made
_with this private “"CONSORTIUM™
va ipternationsl bankers through
the good offices of FISENBERG &
Co. (and their local agents the
MAHARAIAH ORGA {ISATION)
the money promised would be
straightaway put into the account
of the Sri Lanka Government to
do what it liked with it? That the
COMSORTIUM, it was also said,
would provide zll the plans, reports
designs, etc. etc. required for Maha-
veli—no doubt at a price to be
paid from the loan? That po ques-
tions would be asked about how
the money was used if the interest
charges were paid on the dot and
the repayment ipstalmentson the
schaduled dates as provided in the
agreement? That this private CON-
SORTIUM, it was stressed, would
not try to tell the Sri Lanka gov-
ernment what it should do and
should not do—in the way that the
IBRD and IMF seek to do? That it
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was also pointed out that whilst
IBRD loans would be released as
and when required according to
the project plans previously ap-
proved by the IBRD, the EISEN-
BERG CONSORTIUM would hand
over the entire mopey to Sri
Lanka no sooner the agreement
was Signed? That this would make
it possible for those who run the
affairs of state to do a little “rol-
ling” with this money to meet
urgent liquidity problems?

IS IT ALSO NOT A FACT that
the Sri Lanka Government has r2-
fused to bite the bait held out by
EISENBERG & CO and their local
agents the MAHARAJAH ORGA-
NISATION ? That there were
several reasons for this? That the
leans the private CONSORTIUM
offered were “hard” loazns at 7.5
to 7.9 percent interest compared
to the “‘soft” loans of the [BRD
and IMF at 2.1 or 2.2 per cent in-
terest! That the World Bank loans
did not pay commissions to brokers
like EISENBERG & CO and the MA-
HARAJAH ORGANISATION andthis
was a saving for the country? That in
caseof the offer made by EISENBERG
& CO, the commission payable to
the local agents was estimated to
be about 25  million (whe-
ther it would be US Dollars or Sri
Lanka Rupees we have not bo-
thered to inquire because the
figure was so staggering that it
did not seem to matter in what
currency it was worked out)! That
the commission for EISENBERG
& CO may  have  been
about ten times the
MAHARAJAH booty? That there
also seems to have been apother
reason Wwhy the Sri Lanka Gov-
ernment refused to consider the
EISENBERG offer? That in more
recent times it is said that the World
Bank and the IMF have stood against
governments of developing countries
getting hard loans from private
banking syndicates (whica call them-
selves CONSORTIUMS to confuse the
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public by elevating themselves to
the governmental Aid bodies operating
under the auspices of the World
Bank?) That disaster had overtaken
several countries, notably Peru, Chile
ocnd the like, which had obtained
private commercial loans from bank-
ing syndicates? That these coun-
tries had quickly found the high
rates of interest very oppressive and
this had led to default? That it
was also found that the private
bankers and brokers had corrupted
the higher echelons of the gov-
erpment and administration and
had encouraged them to play ducks
and drakes with the money in their
charge? That it is now known
that when these countries were
on the verge of bankruptcy and
collzpse, the IBRD and IMF had
to step in to balz them out and
virtually take over the running of
these countries? That some allege
that the IBRD-IMF had encouraged
some countries to fall into the
trap of the private bankers fo
enable the IMF to take over at a
later date but there is no evidence
to support this? That whilst in the
past, the IBRD and the IMF had
not raised objections against deve-
loping countries abtaiping comimer-
cial loaps from private bankers.
there is not doubt that the IBRD
and IMF have come to the point
where they tell developing coup-
tries that they would refuse to
assist them if they went in for
commercial loans from private ban-
kers as well? That Tribune will have
more to say about this and other
matters, connected with the IBRD
next week, but in the meantime
if EISENBCRG & CO or their
local 2gents MAHARAIAH ORCGA-
NISATION think that our account
of this epic story doeznot conform
with the facts a3 they know it,
they are at liberty to send
us their version and we will be
glad to publish the same?

(To be Continued)
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