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[_etter Prom The Editor

ON OCTOBER &, at the Sugathadasa Stadium, President 1. R. Jayewardens,
rapeated what he has sald on many occasions: that he would appoint a new
Presidential Commission to investigate allegations of corruption and the
misuse of power by the members of this Government, and that this would
be done long before the term of this government was over. He wanted a
clean government and invited people to write o him of any wrong-doings
of any Minister or MP. He sald that he would take ' the necessary
corrective action immediately. Such asgurances from the Prasident hava
helped to create a new atmoasphere of confidance in the Government. But,
there are many matters which have baen brought up in the presg (and alse
on public platfarms) that can easily spowball into scandals of a magnitude
whizh oaly a Presidantial Commission can probe. Rackets grow and proli-
farata on an infrastructure that stems from nepotism, favouritism and
corruption. The napotism of the family tree has, unfortunstely, already
begun to entwine certain key sectors of the present UNP administration.
Favouritism In the award of tanders, contracts and orders, and the corrup-
tion that flows therefrom, have already begun to darken our politieal
horizen. Under the last government it was under the umbrella of a serles
of family trees that corruption flourished and the misuse of power had
bacome the order of the day. Competence was discarded in favour of
sycophaney, stoogery and blood relationship. The octoplan tentacles of
the family tree and chit system had led to a ruling hierarchy isolated from
the people. Sirlmave Bandaranaike was, from an early stage of her last
tenure of offics, cut off from everybody except a small coterie of family
members and salected sycophants who crowded in on her morning, noon
and night and succeeded in building a fool-proof bamhoo curtain (gans-of-
four style) around her to prevent honest-to-good+ess persons (in-luding
old party loyalists) mesting her to tell her the truth about haspenings in
the country and the administration. With the Prime Minister thus shut
up in Temple Trees—the bamboo curtain had an additional iron curtain after
the insurgency—the misuse of power and corruption grew apace like a hydra-
headed mronster at all levels of the Government and the Administration.
Sirimave Bandaranaike in an Ivory tower behind the iron 43 well the
bamboo curtain, lost touch with reality, and was privy to many azts of com-
mission and omission she would never have basn guilty of if her logic and
thinking had not bean inhibited by an army of sycophants who encircled
her in an ocein of flattery. Tha Pregidential Commission is today bringing
to light the anatomy and methodology of corruption and the misu-e of power
in her regime. This is not somathing on which members of the UNP and
the prasent Government can gloat about because warping slgnals are not
wanting that similar trends portending the misuse of power and corruption
have already bagun to grip certain important sertors of this Administration.
Powerful groups of brokers, contractors, flatterers, sycophants and
entrepreneurs have begun to crowd out the frank and realistic grassroots
political activists who had brought the Party to power from the presence
of Ministers and MPs. Dollar, yen, frane, mark, sterling and rupee curtains
have been woven around certain key ministries, departments and bureau-
crats. With the floodtide of aid from many sources, Sri Lanka Is on the
threshold of a new Contractors’ Dream Raj and unless the President and his
Cablnet exercise the greatest vigilance the Dharmista way of life they are
striving to establish will soon be swept away In the tid2l wave of eorruption
that is swelling up everywhere. Many like to think that the allegations of
corruption and the misuse of power are mere straws in the wind (molehills
and not mountains) but they are wrong. Dragons and Devlls have come
out of their lairs ready to gobble up the Dharmista In Sri Lanks.
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

| THe*'Pms In
- “Sri Lanka—2

i I N THE LAST ISSUE we dealt with
a. few necessary matters of im-

portance for the growth of a truly -

democratic and free .press in Sri
Lanka, especially the propar allo-

cation of government .advertising

to zll newspapers and periodicals
on a fair and just basis. We zlso
referred to certain unwholesome
trends where
and their hangsrs-on have cast a
baneful influsnce on the press by

intimidating or attempting to inti--

midate jourpalists by threats of
dire consequences if they did not
“toe the line.”"”

Bafore we go op to examine the
way the differept newspapers and
periodicals  have conducted them-
selves or have been conducted, there
are a few preliminary matters to
be disposed of. (There ars, how-
ever, some pillars of the Fourth
Estate in Sri Lanka who feel that
no newspaper has the right to
“sit in judgement’ over other
~ newspapers on the axiom that dog
- " does not eat dog. “Sitting in judge-
ment' is a moralistic :
fwh[ch is very different from an
"interpretative anpalysis to throw
revealing light on trends in ithe
newspaper world.
over the years provided such apna-
lysis of the newspapers in this

island, and will continue to do so,
without malice and without desire:

to ‘denigrate any paper or person.
The first point to be made is
‘that this government has. repea-

tedly stressed that it welcomes

criticism—nay more it actually in-
vites  eriticism. The Sunday

Observer of July 9 1978 had a front-

page news item: “The  Govern-
ment has decided that all news’
media published in the country be

-TRIBUNE, October 2} - 1 878

certain big shots .

exercise’

Tribune has”

monitored daily and all criticism

..of :any .area of: Governmental acti-

vity brought to the notice of the
«relevant -Ministers. . Shortcomings
-and errors -of omission and com-
:mission spotlighted. must . be .im-
mediately investigated and. correct-
. tive action taken, the Government
. has directed. The Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting ; has
been -told to prepare. these daily
- dossiers .which - turn out to be
‘bulky, documents on account, of
the multiplicty of media, including
. the. Opposition press, that is, moni-
tored. . A senior official _of the
Ministry said yesteray that no editing
.is done and _everything : that
is, published, - however unpalatable
it may be for.the . authorities
concerned, is sent on. A high rank-
_ing Government spokesman . said
that the decision to look into press
criticism had been taken at Cabipet
level.”

The ‘ President, Prime Minister
and a few other Ministers have
repeatedly stated that ithey wel-
‘come. criticism. ~ For example,
according to the Sun of August
25, 1978, “The Mi-ister-of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting, Mr: D. B.
Wiletunge, yesterday called on 'the
people to be vigilant as to ‘the
work - implemented and dlso - the
rules and regulations instituted
from ‘time to time by the govern-
ment. “The people should criticse
the policies and the work of the
Government and,-in this case, cons-
structive  criticism -is always - ad-
mired- and welcome by ws. ‘Criti-
-cism’ is’ the privilege -enjoyed by
‘the ‘people-in a democratic coun-

“try. ~By! listening to’ critiesm and

the “views of the public we are
«‘able to: go: along the correct path
while "directing « thé .country « to
s achievé rits -godl,  he  concluded:”
Also “the®Sun <of 16/9/78: had- re-
portéd: "In"the course- of his speech,

+'the President- called-on all:the peo-

i ple-of 'the coumtry: to express their
‘views freely. without: any fear. He
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+ cularly « regarding

Minister _Anandatissa
said the people of this country
as free human , beings should pot
be afraid to express their feelings.”
On September 14, 1978, the Sun
+ had published an exclusive inter-
view with Mr. Apandatissa de
= Alwis, MP for Kotte and who had
~a: few days.-earlier resigned as
Speaker to be sworn in on that
day as Minister of State in charge
~of | Information, Broadcasting and
Tourism. Some - extracts from
- this interview will indicate the new
‘Minister's thinking on the gques-
tlon - of freedom of the press ana
vallied matters: “Mr. de Alwis first
spoke of ‘the role of the press in
this country. He. said he would
sensure-that the freedom the Sri
. Lanka press enjoyed was not eroded
sand ‘that'he would endeavour to
. grant more freedom to the journa-
lists /than they ever enjoyed. Mr.
ide-Alwis, a former journalist him-
self, said he did not-think that
there had been any conscious effort -
by this Government at apy time
- to restrain the press. Questioned
whether the Government would
be compelled to bring in laws to
control the misuse of the freedom
of. the press—like the publication
~of untruths and even scurrilous
stories which have po basis and
are-not objective—Mr. de Alwis
gave-an emphatic re-ply stating
‘Well, ithat too. is a part of the
freedom’. = He recalled that ‘| once
remarked-from the chair.(as Speaker)

-»when a certain -member was speak-

.ing and somebody cut in saying
that he was speaking nonsense..
+ |- remarked that there had to be
freedom of speech in /the House
where one could display know-
ledge :as well as ignorance.” | think
the final judge of a newspaper, parti-
its credibility,
is. the public «at large—its readers’
+he_said. Asked whether he en-
~¥isaged any chapnges in the: Press
Council on- the lines of the British
< counter-part where the. represen-
.tative members are chosen from the



Minister Anandatissa

- Publishers . and editors, Mr. de
Alwis said he would like to change
it. ‘In this sense | would like a total
involvement of newspapers in the
Council plus increased protection
to those who feel aggrieved. There
must also prevail anp appreciation
of gepuine error—error which is
not deliberate or mala fide on the
part of newspaper editors in the
rush of publication. In the speed
of publication a story might go
wrong. Therefore because some-
one comes and complains that a
story is wrong | do not think that
it warrants a publication of a cor-
rection on Page | and that it should
be put in twenty-four point ete.” Mr.
de Alwis said, and added that
once a mistake was made and the
story became ancient it was unfair
to demand a correction on the
front page.'” The rest of the inter-
view dealt with questions of broad-
casting and tourism with which
we are pot presently concerned.

It is also necessary to mention
that in the present Minister of
State who handles Information, this
country has for the first time since
Independence a professsional jour-
list cum Ad man who has beep
steeled in the school of politics in
a way that makes him, in more
senses than one, a unique persena-
lity. The Anpandatissa of today is
afar cry from the Anandatissa of
the forties (or even the late thir-
ties). He is not the Anpandatissa
of the Kotelawela era especially
in the way he deals with people.
He has gone through the full gamut
of victory, defeat, stalemate, suc-
cess and failure in politics. He
knows the tribulations of jourpa-
lists and has been a successful adver-
tising man and is last a master of the
finer points in technique of public
relations. Those who have known
Anandatissa in the old days and
have not been in touch with him,
in recent years, to watch his traps-
formation into maturity, will find
him a new man. As the Speaker of

COVER
CLEAN GOVYERNMENT

PRESIDENT JAYEWARDENE has repeated times without number: that
wants a clean government free of corruption where ordinary citizens will
not be harassed. On Our Cover this week we have 2 Lotus the symbol of
purity, to remind our readers that the President’s desire to have a clean
government should become the universal desire of all people in Sri Lanka.
Everybody wants a clean and a good government. We hava a Constitution
that proyides a framework for it. We know what it was in the seven dark
years with a Copstitution that engendered misuse of power a2nd corruption
of every kind. Nobody wants a repetition of those seven years even in.a
small way. That is why Tribune in every issue now spotlights matters that
can bring 2 repeat of the seven bad years. In the 1970-77 era, within the
limits of press freedom permitted by the powers that be, Tribune had focussed
attention on a large pumber of matters which are now before the Presidential
Commission, but we were then only a voice in the wilderness, constantly
harassed and under a permanent threat of extinction. Onp the question of
press freedom there has been a change for the better since July/August 1977,
The present Government further invites criticism of shortcomings 2nd
exposure of corruption. And, what is more, there is a ready response to
such exposure and criticism from an increasing number of Ministers and
Parliamentarians, and this certainly.much more than at any time in the past.
The President has also announced that he will appoint a Presidential Com-
mission to investigate allegations of misuse of power and corruption agafnést
ministers, parliamentarians and officials even" before the term of this
government is over. Tribune is sure that the President means what he says
and that such a Commission will be set up in good time. But this in itself
does not seem to be enough to check the growth of corruption and the
embryonic misuse of power. The Presidential nledge about a new Com-
mission does not seem to deter some peonle. There are some who want
to make hay while they can and fly away to safe heavens which they have

-already built up elsewhere no sooner the next Presidential Commission is

around the corner; there are others who think they can make a few big' Kill-
ings and disappear from the scene to draw a curtain over their activities and
be forgotten. For this reason the President and the Cabinet must Iadnr.:h
a campaign immediately to check the misuse of power in_ever")r' insidious
form it manifests itself and also keep corruption down to controllable
limits. As long as human nauture is what it is, corruption and the misuse of
power cannot be'totally and fully eliminated or eradicated. But what can
be done is to see that corruption does not grow to proportions that impinge
on the Government in a way that it adversely affects policy decisions to the
detriment of thenation or inhibits political action beneficial to the beoﬁl{a.

~Already a fairly large number of matters that must come before a new

Presidential Commission have ben referred to not only in the Oppotition
Party newspapers but also in the dailies like the Sun and the Daily ‘Mirror.
They range from the'calculated over-hasty purchase of wheat flour at higher-
than-world-prices to the scandals in ‘the import of fertilisers- and ‘milk
powder. The list is already large enough to fill many pages of Tribune.
Investigations by departmental or ministerial committees will never be able
unravel the political ramiﬁcat?ons_ behind the corruption ‘that runsiinte
billions. A’ little over-price in milk powder or imported chillies: (apart
from bad quality) may seem a small matter, but so did the chicken$ and
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_r:';Bbl:ts"éf Gamini Wickramanayaka and Felix Bapdarapaike when they
wara first talked about. They were only the tip of a mighty iceberg.

A similar stantlog 1s bulldlag up in

raspact of the activities of cartain

individuals wha appear (and claim) to ba pillars of the Dharmista Establigh-

maat. Tha bulld-up of multi=millloa
rackets must be nlppad in the bud.

dollar, yena, starling, mark and franc
If thls Is not dope, we can farget all

hopes for a clean and good government, and recopcile ourselves to another
‘stratch of saven bad years—until a new and bioody Revolution sweeps every-
‘thing before it with all the vicissitudes and tribulations that a Reyolution

“of that kind brings.

the NSA for a little over a year
he showed that he was a new and

" remarkable persopality in our poli-
tical firmament. Obviously 'he did
‘pot want to be institutionalised
“in the blind alley of a Speakar's
high post. Anandatissa is too much
of a political animal to let himself
be shut up for too long in the
‘ivory-tower of a Speaker's emi-
nence. “'

_ And the country needs persons
.of his experience, maturity and
mel’owness in the front ragk of

. Government 2nd in Parliament. As
the Minister of State and 2s one in
charge of Information, Broadcast-
ing and Tourism he has a challeng-

_"ing task which he is likely to cope

. with more competently than any-

_ one else so far. And, Anandatissa,
_the politician is.in our view, des-
_tined to go far, to go places. This can-
not besaid of many front rank poli-
ticans today. Anan datissa’s perfor-
manes as Speaker and the way he
has set about infusing new life
into Information and Tourism (he
seems to approach Broadcasting
more cautiously) shows that his

© Btyle of exercisipg ministerial
power will produce results.

.. Inso far as Information fs
_ concerned the new Minister he
has a Herculean task to ree
_generate and rejunevate the press
' _into becoming a virile and active
.- force .in this country. There are
. many things he has to do—espe-
. clally to create the proper climate
__and atmosphere for a free press
‘go exist and flourish. The legal

" #PRIBUNE, Qctober 21, 978

rastraints and constraints curbing
freadom of expression have all
gone and the pew Constitution
makes it legally possible for a free
press to function in this couptry.
But the removal of legal cons-
traints alone Is pot enough espe-
¢ially after the brain drain has de-
pleted the rapks of talented jour-
nalists.  Furthermore the recruit-
ment of political hangers-on
as journalists has brought into
the fizld a large numbar of persons
who have had no trainipng at all
in journalism—reporting, sub-edit-
in7, leadsr-writing etc. ete. In
this situation, Miqister Anandz-
tissa has to take ths initiative to
gscure for iourpalists opportuni=
ties for training, security of tenure,
adaquata smles of remuneration,
and all welfare measures that will
enable journalists to go about their
work with a feeling of assured
gelf-respact. In India, Press Com-
misions have gone into all these
matters and legislation has been

enacted on the basis of their
racommendations in regard to
the Tenura and Conditions of
Emnlovment of Working
Journalists to  goverp and

rezulate the rights, privileges and
obligations ofall persons connscted
with the press. Wases Boards
for journalists at the Centre and
in the States have regulated wages
for diffarent kinds and grades of
newspapers and periodicals.’

In Sri Lanka, the Fourth Estate
is still-a jungle where the whims
and fancies of private newspaper
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Minister Anandatisse

owners have reigned supreme.
Today, the State is the owner of
two of the three biggest newspaper
groups, e.g., the Loke Houze 2pd
the Times, and conpditions are no
better (in fact, they are worse)
than during the days of the private
owaers. A number of newspeper
owners are political parties, some
of which claim to be progre-
ssive and radical, and ‘'yet the
status, pay and condition of
jourpalists in these party-owned
papers are worse thap ip the pri=
vate or stateowned papers.

A free press cap exist, grow and
flourish only if the journalists are
independent and are trained to
report truthfully and comment
boldly but honestly and  fairly.
Minister Ananda Tissa de Alwis is
conscious of all that has to be done
(including a total restructuring of
the Press Council by 2 new Act),
and it will be interestsing to ses
how he ssts about this task. He
should, In any case, endeavour
to sscure the co-operation 2and
participation of all newspapers 2nd
periodicals in this country, of zll
owners, editors and journalists (in
the upions and outside becausa
the Ugpions are not what they
should be and most journalists
do not belong to the existing
tunions).

It is in this context and frame-
of-reference that the Press in Sri
Lapka today must be examinec.
In the first place, the so-called patio-
nal dailies must come under scru-
tiny. This is best done in thres
parts: (a) the dailies pnow owsed
and/or controlled by the govern-
ment; i.2., the Luke House Group
and the Times Group; (b) the pri-
vately owned dailies, i.e., Guna-
sena’s Sun{Dawas: papers, the
Virakesari and the Eelangdu; and
(c) the politica] party-owned dai-
lies, i.2., the Aththa (CP), the
Jaradina (LSSP) and the Dingkara
(SLFP)—the UNP's daily of Opposi-
tion days Dinapatha seems to have
cezsed publication.



Lake Housé

To take the first group, Lake
House has the blggest circulation
of all newspaper groups in the
jaland. it also has the biggest ad-
vertisement revenu.s. And every
paper it publishe, except the
Ooserver, carries advertissments in
70-75 percent of the spaze. Natu-
rally, there is very little of
interest to read. Of the English
papers, with which we arz solely
concerned, the Sunday Qbserver has
the l=rgest circulation and has toe
biggest ''pull’ for its clessified
advercisements (a sure-fire test of
any paper’s -advertisemant draw).
The quality and content of its first
page news has been maintainsd al-
though the few critical or exposure
stories that appear occasionally
are obviously inspired by domi
nant circles In the government.
The cectrs page fastures now are
unevan in quality apd it is clear
that there ara various pulls and pres=
sures in the fight for space. Poli-
tically, the Sunday Ofserver s of
little consequence.  The plenti-
tude of sunshine steries on the
first and other pages se=king to
maigtain tha post=july 1977 UNP
victory euphoria has corroded its
credibility,

But the political credibility of
the Daily News and the Qbserver
are eyen less than -that of the
Sundcy Obsarver.  in many circies
in Colombo one besrs the quip
that people buy the Daily News
for its obituaries and the Observer
for Its gtrip cartoons—{and the
Sunday Observer for its advertise-
ments). Ore must not go by such
simplistic over-generalisations, but
i this instance they are not too
fer off the mark.

The Daily News has ogcasionally
ventured to have “‘exposure’ sto-
rles, but on practically every occas
sion the paparwas made to swallow
its own stor fes (although they were
true). This shows the extent of
the "“pull’’ certaln vested interests
have on’ lLake House. Recently,

there was 4n amazing instancs of
an upnecessary ‘‘apology’. . The
Daily News published a Soviet APN
plece on Camp David. Everybody
took it as the Soviet viewpoint,
but two days later the Daily News
published a box yirtually apole-
gising for publishing the article
and strassing that it was not the
paper’s point of view but that of
the Russian commantator Simonov.
Why must the Daily News do this?
Mo self-respecting paper will do
it. It is not necassery. The Daily
News' attitude to Camp David
had been set out in an editorial
a few davs before and tha APN
article stood on its own. Evenif 2
pro-Camp David and anti-Soviet
cum Rejestionist Froat fanatic had
protasted, should the Daily News
beg for mercy in the way it did.?

This is only one instance of the
many that can be citad to show
how the eredibility of the Daily
News has withered away, One
has only to recall the excellent job
the Daily News did In exposing
the higher-than-world prices paid
for whezt flour by our Food De-
partment in an arzificiall=induced
gears that prices would climb
higher. But overnight; the sellers
and brokers of this dubious deal
were able to get at the powers-
that-be in Lake House to publish
a bogus cover-up to Justify this
deal which consisted of two or
three contracts. (Tribune exposed
the shady goings-on 2t that time,
and there is no doubt that this
wheat flour transaction is one of
the many that must come up be-
fore the next Presidential Com-
mission). The Observer occasion=
ally publishes good *‘evening paper”
stories, but they are pot sustained.

The Lake House is not what it
was: certainly not what it was
in the days of Wijewardene. In
spite of the better business manage-
ment now to tot up advertising
revenue, the publications have be-
gun to limp. qualitatively even
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more than in the days of the SLFP.
Recruitment of ill-qualified hang:
ersson was a scandal then. Now ft
is worse. Lake House Is chockes:
block with UNP drop-outs with no
aptitude for journalism. Further-
more, Journalists at all levels
appear to work under strain and 2
deep sense of fear. Most of them
have had the experience of having
come-backs on the most truth-
fully reported stories. -~ —

The Lanka Guardian, (VoL 1. No.
11 of October 1978), in one sof
the first meaty articles that prizgs
it into the circle of serious peric-
dical journalism had a revealing
account about current develop-
ments in Loke Heuse and the Times:
“‘What ails the Lake House and
the Times? The Inevitable problem
of polity strait-jackets and hyper-
itivity to official reactions  hag
been aggravated by day-to-day orga-
nisational shortcomings and low
professional morale. At the weekly

“briefing session held by Mr. Esmond

Wicakremasinghe, the government's
top media expert, editors and
editorial executives were enjoined
to resist all ‘divisive tendencies’.
Evidently Journalists now feel them-
selves ‘grouped’ according to creed,
race and even caste, There are
subterranean power-struggles and
conflicts even between __purq;'ﬁred
Lake House staffers and ex-Times
‘gangs’. Patropage is no longer
determined by the Old School Tie,
university fraterpities and Old Boy
Networks but by religious and
tribal loyalties. A

“The contest for power eover
the media between top: insiders
and influential outsiders assume
such quaint forms that a former
Sinhala editor observed that net
only the ghosts of the past hang
over lake  House but even
the spirits of the YMBA,  the
Vatlean and the High Church. All
this accounts for the demoralisa-
tion of tha journslists apd the
malaise which grips the media.

TRIBUNE, Octole; 21, 1578



Already more thap a
trained = journalists haye applied
for sub-editors posts ip Malaysiz.,
There are reports also of a
return. to the fisld by the Wije-
wardenas—although it is not known
whether it is the anciept regime
or -the new Wijewardena ‘stable’.
Sunday papers. in Sinhala and Eng-
lish, with brand new rotary presses
to print them, are in the planning
stage. Already however many old
loyalists, especially in the Sinhala
medium, are preparing their fare-
well speeches in verse as they say
goodbye to the increasingly mud-
died waters of the Beira. Wijesoma,
the Lake House's best sharp-shooter
today, surprised everybody by tak-
ing a pot-shot at the Finance Minis-
ter's ‘schizophrenia’. It is signi-
ficant that this cartoon which ob-
viously got a greeplight (a very
green light) was a reply to Mr.
de Mal's blast on ‘newspaper liss™.
(Trends '15/9). But for Wijesoma
it was just a flash in the pan. More
to the point were the frank com-
ments of Dr. Wicikrema Weera-

soofiya who addressed the Loke

House ' editors recently—a briefing
which caused a flutter in certain
circles, and an angry sparl from top
insiders: ‘Superficial’ and ‘scanty’
wers ‘two of 'the comments made
on editorial writing. As for res
porting ' standards;, Dr. Weara-
séoriya related ‘how a Lake Hoyse
staffer’ asked him ‘What's  the
latest?’; without any idea of 'what
story “he was after. Dr. Weera:
sooriya-had replied: ‘The latest is
that | am getting irto the lift to
get to my car to go home for [upch’!
The story wid not make the stop
press. Not even the Lankapuwath.
As for the mass circulating Siphala
press,..the editors of the Atitig
and the Janading and the jourpalists
who are making such a good show
of the young Dinakara are no doubt
delighted that the stats controlled
Sinhala. - papers . furnish the most
telling . daily evidence to: susbs-
tantiate Mr. de Mel's recent asser-
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dozen

tion that pobody believes them
anymore........ i

How Lake House publications can
once again be made pewspapers
people read with respect is a diffi-
cult question. The situation in the
Times is not any better, although
its papers are often more readable
and carry more newsworthy
features

(To ‘be Continued)

O O ®)

'MARGINAL COMMENT

Why Police
Lock-up?

A news item in some of the
national dailies stated that three
Tamil government servants who
came out of a cinema theatre in
Bambalapitiya on a Saturday night
{7/10/78) were arrrested and taken
to the Bambalapitiya police station
and kept in remand. They were
arrested on a charge that they
had not ‘respected’ the pational
anthem (andfor flag). They had
evidently not stood up when the
anthem was played. They were
kept in remand the whole of Satur-
day night and the pext morping
they were taken to their house
which  was searched. Nothing
incriminating was obviously found
—otherwise there would have beep
a2 song and dance about it They
were again taken to the police
station and kept in remand, One
of tham was a high up in the Paddy
Marketing Board, the second a
teacher and the third was also
employed. By noon their friends
managed to have them releassd
on bail. The pewspaper reports
had stated a police officer in civyies,
who had also been watching  the
film in thetheatre, had seen their
behaviour and ipitiated action to
have the local police to apprehend
them.
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“Disrespect” 'To Anthem

All - this may appeart to be
a far fectched dream like 2 tale
in Alice in Wonderland. But some
of our copsnow seem to be lostin
a wonderland entranced in a dubious
state of permanent bafflement. Bus.
this is indeed the first time that
we have heard of anyone being
arrested and remanded for not
“respecting” the National Anthem.
Not even in the heyday of the
British Raj did the police pounce
on those who did not stand up for
God Save The King in a theatre,
arrest them, remand them a2pd
search their houses. It is a serious
matter to arrest apd remand 2
person and thereafter search his
house—without good and proper
reasons. It violates every freedom
in the Charter of Fundamental
Rights. Why was the house sear-
ched if the three were only guilty
of the “offence’” of not standing
up when the anthem was played?
And, is it an “‘offence” in law not
to stand up when the anthem is
played especially at the most in-
appropriate times as in a cinema
theatre?

There may be more to this than
hits the eye. If so, the reasons
for the arrest must be made known
—otherwise we will begin a new
slow ride into a new Felixian
Nightmare.  If the  Police had
wanted the three  persons for
something else why - did the
they not  take: them into
custody under those charges! Sho-
uld the Police not set out the real
reasons for arresting people and
remanding them! Capn the Police
take cover behind the npon-extant
charge of not “respecting” the
Flag?

On Tuesday, October 10, the
Ministry of lustiee, for no appa-
Fent reason issued a commupique
which  stated that *the Govern-
ment had appointed a Committee
under the  chairmapship of Mon-
tague Jayawickreme, the: Minister
of Public Administration, to gather
information and prepare 2 Code of

6
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*“‘Digraspact And The Anthem'’

”Conduct to be followed by Gov-

ernment Departments, Corpora-
tions and Members of the Public
regarding the use of the National
Flag. This is consequernt to a deci-
sion by the Cabipet that respect
for the National Flag should be

" cultivated among all sections of

the population and -guidelines for
the proper use of the Flag should
be drawn up and published”.

All this is highly commendable,
but can “respect’” be instilled by
dikats from top? But, getting back
to the playing of the  Natiopal
Anthem in cinemas, any survey
will show that less thap 409, or
so in a theatre stand up when the
Anthem is played. Can we consider
this “disrespect’’ for the MNational
Anthem? To apswer this question
we must ask another. Why  do
people generally go to 2 cinema?
For relaxation, and they do not
usually feel like standing up when
they have comfortably settled down
in their seats, And, in our opi-
nion the Mational Anthem should
not be played at all in cinemas
It is foolish to attempt to compel
“respect’” from people by  fiats
and laws when even the most pat-
riotic among us feel disinclined
to rise when the anthem is played
in a cinema theatre? There is a time
and place for everything, and a
cinema theatre is certainly not the
place for the National Anthem.
It is a hangover from colonial rule
that imposed itself is so many
ways upon a subject people, and

must a free and sovereign nation:

slavlshly follow  this Practice?

By all means, let the National
Anthem be played at public func-
tions, ceremonial occasions, natio-
nal events and the like, and we
have no doubt that 909, of those
present will “respect” it by stand-

ing up. But dissidents, even if they

are as much as 109, should have
the freedom to do what they like
as lopg as they do pot become 2

nuisance or cause a civil commo- as other similar mattefs with fears

tion or disturbance. In the bad
old « colopial -+ days, the - Anthem
was ' originally ' played ‘at the:end
of the show. But when it was found
that yery few people stayed' be-

hind,’ the practice 'was started of

playing it before. This imptroved
the situation slightly, but not much.

And, if now, we have come to 2

stage when policemen with guns:

are going to be at our backs to
make us stand up and “respect” the
national anthem and flag, it is a
sorry state of affairs indeed. Patrio=
tism cannot be pushed down peo-
ple’s throats. It must be some-
thing that must come naturally.
Can we talk of democracy and
freadom whilst we try to force
down patriotism? If we feel patrio-
tic it is because the State has some-
thing to make wus feel patriotic
about.

it will be a far more profita-
ble exercise to try and find out
why this sense of patrotism is
lacking in our people, if it is
indeed lacking. than try and

enforce it under the jack boots

of blundering policemen.

It is to be hoped that the Com-

mittee which has been appointed

will view the situation realistically
and find the proper solutions. To

expect a hupdred percent in 2°

cinema theatre to stand up for the
MNational Anthem is asking too much
of any people. To insist on people
daing it by enacting laws is to'in-
vite ' trouble and also disrespect
for ‘the-law. Such a ‘law ‘will be-~
come 2 ‘joke 'as some of the laws
now on the Statute Book are (it is
time ‘they are removed and it ‘will

beustupid ‘toadd tothe number).

If'! the® Government does pot

act sensibly and is carried away
by cheap emotionalism a day may
dawn soonwhen ‘we *will' have ‘to
walk around with a booklet on
Do's and Dont's regardifig the Natio-
nal Anthem™ (andfor Flag) as well
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in our hearts that the ‘“‘guardian
of the law’”’ may be behind us with
bayonets.

I hope we do not live see that day,’,

VA

LETTER
Sir, i L
Bookmaker's Daughter &

The University

The tale of the Bookmaker's
Daughter & the University 3as.
related by your Quidnunc from
Kandy reveals only the tip of
the iceberg. To bring to light
papa bookmaker's doings during
the seven year plague and the
last eighteen months, a Special
Presidential Commission is need-
ed. Your Quidnunc says, 'He
(the bookmaker extraordinary)
was a ' great favourite of the
SLFP hierarchy in the days
gone by and now top UMPers
are eating out of his hand.
This in effect means that this
bookmaker is going his. own
nefarious way operating outside
the law regardless of whatever
Government comes to power.
This is not possible unless the:
Police is bracketed with the
SLFP hierarchy and the top:
UNPers as eating from his hand.
This is a challenge to the new
IGP as well as the President.

Kandy is thankful to the:
Tribune for spotlighting a living
menace and will be eterpally
grateful to it if as a result of
this exposure, Kandy, the Pera-
deniya Campus and the area
from Trincomalee to Badulla
which is in the grip of his evil
tentacles is rid of this ADHAR-
MISTA way of life,

CITIZEN

Peradeniya,
11.10.78,
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Sri Lanka Chronicle

SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

Oct. 4—0Oct. 11

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA

AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN
COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—
Ceylon Daily Mirror; CO—Ceylon
Obseryer; ST—Sunday Times; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Lapkadipa; VK—Vira-
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina;
SLD—Sri Lapkadipa; JD—Janadina;
§U—Sun; DV—Davasa, DP—Dinapathi;
CM—Chintamani; WK—Weekend;
RR—Riviresa; EN—Eelanadu; [DPR—
Information Dept. Press Release;
DK—Dinakara.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4:
Non-summary inquiry which was
done away with, with the admi-
nistration of lustice Law of 1973
will be re-introduced; the post
of Director of Public Prosecutions
introduced by the same law will
be done away with; these are two
of the changes that are to be intro-
duced by the Code of Criminal
Procedure to be presented soon
in parliament. The government
has decided that while Sinhala will
continue to be the medium of ins-
truction fin schools Siphala stu-
dents should be made to learn
Tamil as a natiopnal larguage and
Tamil students Sinhalaas a national
ianguage and that ajl students
should learn English asa foreign
language the President said yester-
day—CDN. The Ceylon Tourist
Board has drawn up a code of con-
duct for tourists and visitors to Sri
Lanka: thisisa sequel toa series
of complaints that the behaviou-
ral pattern of certain types
of tourists were in bad taste and
were a2 bad example to the youth
of the country. Inordinate delays
in the payment of pensions head
the list of complaints received by
the Committee on Bureaucratic
Bungling appointed by the UNP.
The results of the GCE ‘A’ level
examination may be delayed by

9

yet apother month; the results
were to be released by September
|I—CDM. The President’s office
yesterday formally informed MP's
who. will assume the. office of Dis-
trict Ministers; they have bez2n
told to present themselves at the
Janadipathi Mandiraya at |0a.m. on
Thursday to be svrorn in. The press
is to be briefed daily on important
policy matters by high officials
of ministries. A second arms
manufacturing factory has been dis-
covered by the police within the
space of a week. The performance
of most public enterprises had
been much below expectations dur-
ing the year 1577. The President
has announced that government'’s
new policy on education is that
English must be studied by all
school children from the age of
six years—SU. Sri Balayogi Maharaj
who landed at Katupayake Airport
yesterday evening was welcomed

by his feet being washed; the
Minister of Rural | Industrial
Development and the Deputy

Minister of the Plan Implementation
Ministry met him at the Airport—
VK. Private traders were allowed
to import dry fish under the govern~
ment trade policy; but investiga-
tions have revealed that private
traders have imported eonly 10%
of the quantity allowed by the
permits; this is the cause of the
present shortage of this commodity,
—-IDPR No. 09. The sale of flour
Has gone down by 6000 tons for
the month of September—DV. The
Education Ministry has decided to
give power to Directors of Educa-
tion to transfer teachers anywhere
within their  districts—LD. A
group of government parliamen-
tarians have decided to ask at the
next government parliamentary
group meeting why only a selec-
ted group of ministers are allowed
to go abroad—DK. Black nationalist
guerillas have blown up a bridge
on the main road from Salisbury
to S. Africa cutting one of the land
locked Rhodesia’s lifelines. Fore-
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ign Minister Moshe Dayan wul
lead the Israeli delegation at peace
talks with Egypt scheduled to begin
in Washington on October 12.
Syrian President Hafeez Al-Hassad
after describing the Camp David
‘Summit agreement between Egypt
and Israel as 2 move towards war
rather than peace yesterday dis-
cussed closer Arab ties with the
Soviet bloc on the second day of
has visit to East Germany—CDN.
Syrian troops and Christian militia
forces pounded each other in
Beirut with heavy artillery in fierce
fighting during the night and hos-
ilities spread yesterday to out-
lying villages.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5: A
pumber of plush residences in
Colombo and the suburbs were
searched by Customs Preyentive
Branch men yesterday as a sequal
to the crew of the ‘Lapka Sagartka
being interrogated; in the state-
ments made by the crew of the
vessel they are alleged to have
mentioned the names of certain
‘big people’ in Sri Lanka's business
world. Mr. 1. A. E. Amaratunge
has been picked for nomination to
the Wattala seat by the sPecial
working committee the UNP ap-
pointed last week. Sri Lanka's
Cultural Affairs Minister addressing
the I12th General Conference of
the World Fellowship of Buddhists
called upon all heads of - Buddhist
states to convene a copferepce to
establish a Confederation of Buddhist
states in Asia. Governmernt. has
authorised eight lakhs of rupees
to implement the ‘Education. th-
rough Radio’ programme of the
Ministry of Education. A strict
time schedule of two months
for the quick disposal of Jland
cases has been drawn up by the
Ministry of Justice and incorporated
in the Code of Criminal Procedure
which will be presented soon in
parliament—CDN.. There are poli-
tical scoundrels who pose off as
trade unionists in the trade upion
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movement of any country but Sri
Lanka has got more thap her fair
share of them and they should be
wiped out said the President of the
International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions. A revision of all
university admissions will be made
this month so that as far as possible,
where courses are available students
will be transferred to the campus
closest to their home said the Secre-
tary to the Ministry of Higher
Education. Over 700 employees
of the CTB and Railway Depart-
ment who failed to report for
work on September 28 have been
treated as having vacated post. 455
motor vehicles, an all time record,
were brought in 2 single ship into
the port of Colombo yesterday—
CDM. The government is expected
to defer the appointment of a
District Mipister for Jaffpa. The
Secretary to the Ministry of Plan
Implementation said the upem-
ployment figure in this country
was certainly less than 1.2 million.
Two cranes were utilised to save

an elephant which was sinking into -

the mud in the Kandy lake—SU.
Japan, USA, West Germany and
Capada have agreed to supply
160,000 tons of fertilizer to Sri
Lanka free of charge—DV. The
government has decided to allow
farmers to repay their loans by
giving paddy to the government—
DM. At least 25 people have died
in a severe cholera outbreak ip
India's West Bepgal state where
. devastating floods have claimed
800 lives—CDN., Yordan, Saudi
Arabia and five other Arab states
have supported a call by Irag for
an urgent Arab Summit to dis-
cuss the Camp David framework
for Middle East Peace. President
Anwar Sadat replaced two top
-military men, War Minister and
Commander in Chief Somma and
the Chief of State Ali Fahmi just
nine days before peace treaty talks
with Israel —CDM, The South
African.  Cabinet meeting yes-
terday for the first time under
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PM Botha declared its readiness
to continue . talks over MNamibian
Independence with the five Western

N  Security Council member
naticns. The State Department has
decided to allow Rhodesian PM
Smith to visit US—Sy.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6: Three
significant results have emerged
from the Finance Minister’'s visit
to the US; the IMF has decided to
grant and extend fund facility main-
ly for balance of payment support;
Saudi Arabia will grant a soft loan
amounting to fifty million dollars
for 2 yet unpnamed development

project in Sri Lanka and the City’

Bank of New York has decided to
open a branch in Colomboe. Twenty
two district Ministers took their
oaths before the Presidept yester-
day. The TULF will meet the Pre-
sident to discuss wide issues after
the return of the froat's Geperal
Secretary and leader of tha Oppo-
sition to the island. The Police
Service will train 2000 new recruits
annually from next year; this is
more than double the number up-
dergoing training at presepnt. A
team of Capadian experts will arrive
shortly to prepare a Master Play
for the modernisation of the Katu-
nayake Airport—CDN. The Pre-
sident has directed that the Natio-
nal Milk Board be stripped of the
functions of importing and packing
powderad milk and instead be cop-
fined to production of milk locally—
CDM. The post of district minister
for Jaffna may go to the TULF if it
decides to accept it. The Ministry
of Cultural Affairs hHas decided
to record in the Mahavamsa the
period from 1935 to Sept 7, 1978
and not upto February 4, as eatlier
decided. The government is to
impose a ban on the slaughter
of breedable cattle throughout the
country—=SU. A team of banking
officials fed by Mr. A. M. Al Ghuriar,
General Manager, Bank of Omap,
Dubai called on the Acting Minis-
ter of Finangce apd Planning and
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explained the main object of theil
visit was to get first hand kpow-
ledge of the econpomy and
the policies of the present
government—IDPR No. [9. A group
of former MP's have asked the
government to increase their pen-
sions as the cost of living has gone

up—DM. Pope lohn Paul was buried

in St Peter’s Basillica after a raip-
drenched funeral in the square
cutside, The thunder of big guns
racked Beirut yesterday.as Syrian
troops and defiant Christizn mili-
tias waged the most devastating
battle in the city’s turbulent his-
tory. The [978 Nobel Priza for
literature. was awarded to the
Polish-Jewish writer Isaac Baoshevic
Singer of the US—CDN. Former PM
lndira Gapdhi announced that she
will contest a parliamentary by-
election for the South Indian state
of Karpataka. The Syrian artillery
bombardment of Christian
of Beirut killad 600 peosle over
the past 24 hours—SU.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7:
Mr. M. Sivasithamparam, MP znd
President of the TULF apd Mr.
X. M. Sellathambu, MP and two
other members of the TULF met
the President on Thursday and dis-
cussed participation in governmsnt
activities; they are awaitinz the
return of the leader of the opposi-
tion from abroad for further dis-
cussion. The aim of this zoverp-
ment is to have a clean admi pis-
tration; politics in Sri Lanka has to
be kept clean; there should be no
room for political revenge or cor-
ruption under our regime as has
been witnessed during the seven
year period of the Sirima Bapdara-
naike government said the Presi-
dent yesterday addressing over
10,000 teachers. The Secretary,
Ministry of Trade and Shipping
States that a news item appearing
in the CDN of Oct 4 saying the
government is considering the ban
of all imports of gift cars from
January next year is incorrect.
I7.000 applications were received

areas

10

:‘,g

¥ “__



Sri Lanka Chronicle

by the navy to fill 200 vacancies
for sailors—CDN. Very soon stePs
would be taken to provide training
facilities that were available in
England and India for Sri Lanka's
Army personnel. The GMOA has
appealed to the President for a

guarantee that doctors who have -

completed their compulsory ser-
vice would be permitted to leave
the couptry if they wish to do so
without let or hindrance. The
Medical Faculty of the laffna Cam-
pus of the University of SriLanka
will be opened by the Minister of
Higher Education tomorrow. A
fresh Presidential Commission would
be appointed to inguire into any
allegations of corruption and wrong-
doing by members of this govern-
ment said the President yesterday—
CDM.  Tight security measures
were brought into foree at the UN
HQ's following an attempt by a
Sri Lankan to interrupt Foreign
Minister A. C. 5. Hameed when
he rose to address the Geperal
Assembly; the man identified as
K. K. Vaikunthavasam walked upto
the podium and begenreading 2
statement depouncing the govern-
ment when the Sri Lanka Foreign
Minister was called upon to speak.
The CWE which is going to import
chicken from China for Christmas
siys that the price will be much
lower than the current prices
prevailing here—SU. Steps are to
be taken to distribute goods im-
ported by the CWE among private
traders to create more competi-
tion between them. The CWE is
to import top grade biscuits from
England—LD. Three Indian doctors
announced in Calcutta that the
world’s second test tube baby
was born there on Tuesday. Egypt's
delegation to peace talks with Israel
will be led by new Defence Minis-
ter Lieutenant General Kamal Hassan
Ali. Soviet President Brezhneyv backed
hard line Arab efforts to oppose
the Israeli Egyptian Peace accords
and hinted the Kremlin would step
up military aid to Syria—CDN.

Former Pakistan PM Ali Bhutto
says his country was on the verge
of full nuclear capacity before his
overthrow last year—CDM. A
group of prominent black Americans
protested against the Carter Ad-
ministration’s decision to grant
Rhodesian PM lapn Smith a visa for
a vigit to the US next week—SU.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER B8: The
Food Department has threatened
the State Trading Corporation of
India with the cancellation of a sugar
supply contract if an overdue con-
signment does not arrive here by
the middle of this month. The
Justice Mipister said yesterday that
if the TULF wished to take part
in goverpnment activities  they

would flrst have to conform te
government policy.  Mr. Robert
Macnamara, President of the World
Bank is due in the island on Thurs<
day. The government has appointed
a high-powered committee of
cabinet ministers to review month-
Iy the new guaranteed price scheme
for tea small holders. The 3.5 mil-
lion dollar hashish haul at Rome's
Fumicino airport lastlune never
originated from Sri Lapka said a
senior police officer—S0. A massive
fraud involving Rs. 25 million in
the granting of loans to farmers
in the Amparai district has beep
detected by the government. More
unions have expressed support for
the government's proposals to make

of the silliest,
World.
and was extended

The Peiris Foundation, Manik

provide, at fantastic expense, an
ombo’s elite.
Rs. 100/- per person.
BMICH
it is to be taken to

nuns, but not the
whole performance.

or any artistic value either by an

force.

Devasaranaramaya,
Ibbagamuwa.
14.9.78

A Fesast Of Music For Colombo's Elite

One of the most trivial and pointless western productions of
the Century, the “Sound of Music"’
most frivolous and aimless elites of the Third
It was presented at the BMICH for a week in early August
further by popular request. The Sunday Times

pronounced it “Valiant and Praiseworthy”—"A Resounding Success.”

Winston Serasingha, Kirthi Sri Karunaratne, etc, have combined to

Tickets soared from Rs. |0/~ to an
It was on so vast
stage was lzrge enough to present it.
Europe—in the wake of the all-conquering
Trinity College Dapce and Drum Troupe.

Among the cast was an Abbess, an ex-nun, and a chorus of 40
slightest hint of any Christian meaning in the

But this did not deter
all the Convents in Colombo and beyond from flocking to the
Show. Evidently, they were compepsated for the lack of Christianity

continually moved them to tears. No doubt it was a convenient
and comfortable way of forgetting or avoiding facing
realities and challenges of the world around them.

The rest of Colombo’s elitz were of course, also there ip full
Fittingly, the Guest of Honour at the Opening Gala Perfor-
mance was the President’s wife, Mrs. .

» was faithfully copied by one

Sandrasagara, Gamini Fonsekas

extravaganza truly fit for Col-
unprecedented

a scale thet oply the
It is rumoured that

scores of puns from

avalanche of sentimentality that

up to the

R. layewardepe.

Yohan Devananda
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legal provisons for a strike decision
to be tiken only by secret ballot.
By December film goers will be
able to see some popular Holly-
wood films said film Corporation
sources—ST. President has ordered
immediate action to stem what
appears to bean organised campaign
to s$mear Sri Lapka's Imdge
abroad. From WNovember [, the
Night Bazaar now held every Satur-
day at Galle Face will be held daily—
WK. The Minister of Trade and
Shpping stated that whatever steps
were taken to improve the ports
of Colombo and Galle the same
would be taken to improve
the ports of Trincomalee and KKS—
VK. Admissions to the University
" on the basis of the GCE A level
results of capdidates who sat last
April will be finalised by the end
of December—CM. Leaders of
Rhodesia’s transitional government
welcomed Zambia's decision to
partly re-open the Southern bor-
der with Rhodesia—S0. The army,
was alerted last night to stand by fol-
lowing religious rioting in the North
Indian town of Aligarh in which 10
people were killed. Anew Strategic
Arms Limitation (SALT) agreement
is likely to be signed by US Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter and Soviet
Head of State Brezhpev in the
US in December. Zambia is to sue
British oil companies for billions
of dollars in compensation for
damage caused by the company's
failure to honour UN sanctions
against Rhodesia. Daniel Arap
Moi was assured of assuming Jomo
Kenyatta's mantle as President of
Kenya and immediately laupched
his country on its first elcction
campign for national army posts
in twelve years—WK.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 9: The
government has decided to in-
crease the subsistence allowance
payable to public officers; in some
cases the increase will be almost
50%, this decision projects the
government's thinking to bring
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wage and allowance payments to
much more realistic levels in keep-
ing with current living costs. Work
will commience soon on 2 20 millien
Rupees Tourist Hotel School com-
plex at Asgiriya Kapdy. The Nor-
wegian Fisheries Research vessel
‘Dr. Fridtjof Nansen’ which con-
ducted surveys in the waters
around Sri Lanka has found good
resources of valuable food fish
on the beit from Negombo south-
ward and eastward from Hamban-
tota. The CID yesterday began
investigating an alleged threat to
destroy Air Ceylons' reéamaining
Avro 748 and the airlines’ build-
ings—CDN. A Presidential Com-
mittee isto be appointed shortly
to examine the present tariff
structure on imports and to assess
the level of protection it offers
to local industry taking into ac-
count the impact of any other
fiscal measures which influence
the level of protection. Extensions
of visas to the hippie class tourists
are at present being restricted
according to the department of
Immigration and Emigration —CDM.
The government's development
strategy for the coming years is
to be embodied in 2 new National
Development Plan; this six year
plan will be introduced in parlia-
ment by the Minister of Finapce
when he presents the second bud-
get of the government. Sri Lanka
last month recorded its lowest
homicide figures in three years;
the marked drop has been attribu-
ted tothe amending of the Crimi-
nal Procedure Code which is a
severe deterrent to those resorting
to criminal activities. An insidious
campaign to discredit the govern-
ment is reported to bé underway
in many world capitals; the cam-
paign built entirely on factual in-
accuracies, gross exaggerations and
distorted accounts of history has
taken the form of a series of pam-
phlets, magazines and other publi-
cations; this material is being mz 'ed
from westery eities like New York
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and London and even West Asian
Capitals—SU. A complete search
of houses and other places fre-
quented by members of the TULF
in the Batticaloa electorate was
carried out on Friday and Saturday;
in addition private vehicles were
also searched.
ernment servants who came out
of a cinema in Bambalapitiya last
night were arested apd kept in
remand because they were accused
of not standing up when the national
anthem was played—VK. It is sus-
pected that gold was smuggled
six times by the Shipping Corpora-
tions vessel ‘Lanka Sagarika’ from
Singapore. Sri Lapkans working
in the Middle East have sent Rs.
30 million to the country this
year—DP. The Education Ministry
has decided to bring 300 rural
schools upto the stapndard of Maha
Vidyalayas in stages duripng the
next four yars. 20,000 bags of rice
which were stacked in the Port
warehouses for more thap three
years have been condemped as
unsuitable for human consumption—
LD. Thz government has decided
to give permapent employment to
casual workers in government de-
partments and corporations who
have served more than 5 years;
about 30,000 will bepefit under
this scheme—DM. The Executive
Committee of the SLFP has ac-
cepted the recommepdation of the
Disciplinary Committee of the party

to sack the second MP for Beru-

wala from the Party—DK. The
government is to increase the sala-
ries in the next budget by cutting
all subsidies and devaluing the rupee
by a further 209,—ATH. Rhodesian
PM lan Smith arrived yesterday
at the start of a controversial visit
to the US and declared ‘I have
come to put our case to the Ameri-
can people’—CDN. South Africa's
new PM Pieter Botha vowed last
night that he would not take the
road to black majority rule for
the country. Zambia is to ro-open
its border with Rhodesia for key
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imports and exports President
Kenneth Kaunda announced. For-
mer Indian PM Indira Gandhi filed
her pomipation papers yesterday
in Chiemangalur in the Southern

Karpataka state—CDN. India and
Pakistan resumed trade negoti-
 ations today after a lapse ' of

four months. The Indian goyern~
ment has given permission for
Concorde to use Indian airspace
at supersonic speed—S5U.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10:
The lapanese government will
shortly announce increased aid

commitment to Sri Lanka's deve-
lopment programme; in addition
to pnormal commodity and tech-
nical assistance the Japapese gov-
ernment will increase its aid for
the Moragahakande project in the
accelerated Mahaweli ‘scheme, Sri
Lanka’s Port Development Pro-
gramme and the ipstallation of
colour TV in the country. The
# Soviet Union has agreed to sepd
a team of top experts to assislt
Sri Lanka in the implementation
of the Uma Oya project under the
accelerated Mahaweli program; it
involves both a hydro-electric and
irrigation scheme. Family disputes
will soon be very private matters;
newspapers will not be permitted
to report proceedings in Family
Courts which will be established in
every judicialarea where there were
magistrate’s courts functioning;
these courts will hear all divorce
actions and applications for main-
tenance. Among the departments
hit by the brain drain is the Tele-
communications department; in the
cables section, an entire upit had
zone to the Middle East. The gov-
ernment is considering doing away
with the GCE ‘O’ level examina-
tion which is now the qualifying
examination for a student to pro-
ceed to the GCE ‘A’ Jevel to pursue
higher studies. Before the end of
the term of the government every
principal town in Sri Lapka will
come upder the direct dialling sys-
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tem—CDN.  Economic co-opera-
tion between the two countries
will be the highlight of talks during
President Jayewardene’s visit to
India at the end of this month.
TULF MP’s followed a policy of
standardisation in issuing appli-
cation forms for Job Bapks; they
were issued to MP's supporters,
their kith and kin and to their

friends  irrespective of their
capabilities,  qualifications  and
their condition in life

said Mr. G. G. Popnambalam (Inr)
at a meeting in Chavakachcheri-
CDM. An 18 hour lightening strike
which paralysed activity at the
Colombo general hospital was called
off last night after the President pe-
sonally intervened and assured a
full inquiry; the strike at midnight
by about 3000 non-medical em-
ployees left more than 6000 patients
helpless; the cause of the strike
was an alleged police assault on
four hospital workers. The Minis-
ter of Trapsport has agreed to
transport fertilizer direct by rail-
way waggons from the Trincomalee
port and paddy from the culti-

vation areas to the PMB’s store
at Meetotamulla—SU. The govern
ment is to increase the inlapd
postal rates by ten cents and a
post card by 5 cents by aspecial
gazette notification before the
budget—DK. Vice President Walter
Mondale said the Soviet Union
was helping the US in efforts to
end fighting in Lebanon. Egypt
responded to an lraqi call for an
Arab Summit conference by saying
it would welcome the meeting as
long as it was held in Cairo. The
US Senate voted op Saturday to
spend more thap |16 billion dollars
on defence during the next 12
months=CDN. Israeli foreign minis-
ter Dayan said that upder certain
circumstances his country would
not hesitate to use its armed
forces to strike at Beirut or other
parts of Lebanon—CDM. More than

3 million people viewed the holy
shroud of Turin in a linen cloth
believed to be the burial sheet
of Christ during its first public
i'display for 45 years which ended
yesterdays=SU.

Sir,

help to defuse th» climate of

Ward Place,
Colomba,
September 29, 1978

TAMILS AND THEIR FUTURE

The members of Parliament of the T.U.L.F., contrary to
the mandate they received from their electorates, have affirmed|/
sworn to be faithful to the Republic of Sri Lanka, and to the best
of their ability uphold and defend the Constitution of Sri Lanka.

This is 2 sensible step and in the right direction.

My earnest appeal to each of them is that as a Party they
should coroperate with the Government in all measures beneficial
to the nation, and to the Tamil-speaking peonles in particular:
and more each of them should devote more time and their keen
involvement towards the economic development of their respee-
tive areas, instead of playing polities of an unrealistic nature:
such action will bring its rewards and good to the people, and

growing amongst the communities,

the ill-will that appears to be

V. Manicavasagar.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER I1:
Lack of machinery and equipment
at the dam site at the Maduru Oya
could very well give a bad start
to this top priority scheme of the
accelerated Mahaweli Project. The
President of the World Bapk Mr.
Robert Macnamara will use a major
portion of his 30 hour visit
to Sri Lanka to visit the work sites
of the Mahaweli Scheme. The gov-
ernment will undertake a 21 mil-
lion dollar development project
covering 50,000 acres of tea land in
the Masksliya-Dickoya area with
World Bank aid npext Japnuary—
CDN.  The superintendents of
estates controlled by the Janawa-
sama will be permitted freedom
of action to .implement the Presi-
dent’s programme of estate-village
integration.. The preseptation of
colours was of historic importance
to the army and to the pation be-
cause that was the first time after
400 years of slavery that a pational
as head of state presepted his and
the regimental colours to the army;
so said the President at the presen-
tation of Presidential and Regi-
mental colours to sectiops of the
Sri Lanka light Infantry at the
afmy cantonement at Panagoda
yesterday. The Minister of Finance
by special gazette notification In-
creased the turpover tax opn books
ies and the business of accepting,
entering or negotiating wages from
5 to 10%—CDM. Farmers will
soon be called upon to pay eonly
309, of the cost of fertilizers; this
is to be effected by a further in-
crease in the fertilizer subsidy
according to a government deci-
gion. President is expected to make
a personal appeal to Indian PM,
Morarji Desai to obtain for Sri
Lapka some of the sacred buddha
relics from Kapilavastu when he
visits India later this month, A
Parliamentary  delegation from
West Germany is expected to
arrive in Sri Lanka on October 22
for a five day visit. The TULF yes-
Parday categorically depnied reports
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that there were discussions with
President Jayewardene regarding the
front joining the goverpment—SU.
The Secretary to the Ministry of
Plantation Industries said that a
scheme was being worked out to
give equal pay to men and women
working in plantations. Many Tamil
students from the Polgolla Campus
have returned to Jaffpa because
they say that they capnot follow
lectures as adequate attention was
not being given to Tamil; they
are going to talk to the MP's in
Jaffina and ask to be trapsferred
to the Jaffna Campus—VK. Rubber
production has increased by 149
in the first six mopths of this year
compared to the ' corresponding
period last year—DM. The British
goverament has informed the Sri
Lanka government that they had
decided to write off loans amount-
ing to Rs. 780 million and the ip-
terest as well; Capada apnd West
Germany are expected to follow
suit—DV.  The Minister of Youth
Affairs and Upemployment said
that the 125000 youths who will
be recruited for the National Deye-
lopment Army will be given land
in the Maduru Oya Project, Pol-
lonnaruwa and Mahiyangapa areas
and settled there—LD.

~0— —0— —O-

ACID BOMB EXPLOSION — 19

Chapter Nineteen

The Beginning Of
The End

By James Goonewardene

Three weeks later, one Monday
night, the first of the incidents
took place—the first of the inci-
dents that is, that was going to
rock the district the pext couple
of weeks. It heralded what was to
come afterwards. A car drove up
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that night, after most people had
gone to bed, and stopped outside
Piyaratne's house. He was asleep
when this happened. He had not
sat up to read that pight as he had
recently been in the habit of doing.
He went to bed early and had
been asleep for nearly two hours
when there was this sudden, loud
banging on the front door. The
knocking grew louder and more
urgent. To stop the noise rather
than to see who his ill-mannered
visitors were he opened the door.
A gun was pressed to his chast.

_"“If you make the slightest poise
I'll pull the trigger,” said the mag.
“We want you to come with us.”

It took Piyaratqe a moment to
realize he was awake and that
this was real. He was an old man
and wasn't used to sudden excite-
ment. He lifted his pyjama jacket
and started to tie his sarong more
tightly. His eyes had started to
take in the scene now. They were
all young men—two of them dres-
sed in some sort of upiform. They
surrounded him now and started
to jostle him.

“Wait a migute, wait a minute,”
he cried.

“We have no time, come along.”

They were not studepts from his
school—just hooligans from some-
where. They were behind him now
and pushing him towards the gate.
He kept himself from stumbling,
but they continted to push, but
he resisted it. Then, suddenly, he
decided to call to his wife, but
that moment she had appeared
and started to call out. “What
are you doing—where are you
taking him?"'

“Sirina,” Piyaratne called to his
wife, “call for some help.” He
spoke Epglish and suddeply some-
one jabbed him ip the back with
the butt of 2 gun. His wife was
shouting now.

“Shut that woman up. Get her
into the house and lock her up in
a room,”" said the leader.
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“Den’t touch her,” shouted Piya-
ratge hoarsely. He stiffened sud-
denly and, swinging round vie-
leptly, he struggled to free himself.
Hz got a sharper jab in his back
and someope thrust a gup barrel

“ipnto his chest.

“Come quietly, if you don't
want to spill your blood on the
road.”

A feeling of powerlessness sud-
denly came over Piyaratne. He
continued to hear the muffled
shouts of his wife. They had thrust
something over, her mouth and
they were dragging her away. He
felt energy suddeply drained from
him. He let himself be dragged
along. The young men who had
gone with her returped, and the
same moment he heard the banging
on the deor from within the house.
It was his wife. They had locked
her up in a roomand she was safe.
They had not harmed her. He
felt relieved. He turned his head,
as he was pushed into the car,
to take a last look at the house,
his home, He stumbled into the
car in a daze and they started the
car, but he could still hear the
banging. He felt better to know
she was safe, and this was the thing
that was all right in this crazy
night—they had pot harmed his
wife.

They had been driving for about
ten miputes when he began to
revive from the effects of the shock
he had felt, and he began to take
stock of the situation. He knew
he had to be calm. He had to keep
his head. He had to think clearly
and keep calm. He looked at
his. kidnappers—two on either
side of him and two in front. They
were packed tight In the car, and
he felt their weight on him—all
young men, two of them dressed
in some kind of upiform, and they
seemed to have this deadly grim
carnestness of adult killers. This
was po play acting. An occasional
monosyllable or a grunt was all
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they uttered as the car rattled
along. Their leader, seated ip front.
would spap instructions to the dri-
ver. That was all the talk. From the
brief glimpses he had of them
from the light of a passing meter
car .or a street lamp he tried to
guess their age. The oldest could
not have beep more than twenty
five. Their gilence began to frighten
him after a time. If they had been
indulging in the wsual wisecracks
and tough talk, as one would have
had if they were only playing 2
prank, it wouldn't have been so
frightening. It was their silence
that unnerved him, They had start-
ed this thing and it had to have
an end, and he tried not to think
about it. It was best to shut his
mind to it, but it was this he
couldn’t do. Why were they tak-
ing him? Would they tell him if
asked? All this began to churn
in his head and slowly brought
back the terror he had felt at the
beginning of the adventure. He
began to feel the sensations that
accompanied such a state, the ip-
increase of body heat, the sweat,
the drying up of the throat, but
it passed. His stronger mind over-
came his fear. It was a sudden
loss .of control over his thoughts
that brought the terror and thep
it passed. He felt better, and then
suddenly very tired. He, suddenly,
wished he could go to sleep. If he
could enly shut his eyes and go to
sleep it would be all right. It weuld
not matter then what happened.
It was how all things came. It came
suddenly and one panicked for a
moment and then it was all right—
the body and mind learned to take
it. It didn't resist anymore. Very
clearly now he remembersd what
he had said to Deva and Ariya—that
was so long ago—so lopg ago that
he couldn't remember when; that
was before they had begun to
ration time. Time was being ra-
tioped now. It was not then. Now
one had to count the seconds and
migutes, and they dragged into
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infinity—he had told Deva apd
Ariya about the need to survive
this time of fear; so important te
keep one's vision clear. It was this
he had to do now, keep a clear
vision and suryive the nightmare;
but what was there he could de
to survive?! Who would know where
he was being taken to or how to
find him? That was the hitch. They
wouldn't know where to look
for him. It was better, therefore,
not to think of all this now. It was
better not to think..it was better |
..to; he began to doze off and a
great feeling of tiredness came
over him.

He did pot know how long they
had been driving. He was seeing
everything in a haze. He remem=
bered reading somewhere that
when =animals. were exposed for
any length of time to a very terri-
fying experience they would pass
into a state of stimulated death.
Woas this happening to him now—
this passing into sleep and awaken-
ing, fitfully.

The car was then suddenly bro-
ught to a halt and the young men
all stumbled out of it. It was done
quickly. They ordered him to get
out and start to walk and the car
drove off. It was ap isolated spot
they had stopped at and it was
dark, too dark to make out where.
The four men kept him in the middle
as they went. The fifth was gone
with the car, They walked a short
distance and abruptly turned into
a footpath that ran through a
scrub jungle. Apart from them-
selves there didn't seem to be
another humap being within shout-
ing distance. He had got a glimpse
of an oil lamp flickering inside a
hut some distance away, a2 chena
watch hut. Besides which there
was pothing else in sight. The fur-
ther in they went the dimmer the
chances of his being rescued. They
were approaching a depse jungle;
once inside it they wouldn't even
hear his shouts. It was his last
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chance. He suddenly dug his foot
into the ground and turpned on his
captors. '

“Where are you taking mel”
he cried with sudden vehemence.
“What are you trying to do to mel
What have | done to you that you
should treat me like this?

He found himself shouting the
last. He was suddenly crying in
frenzy, in fear. It was fear that had
turned into frenzy, and frenzy
was the last stage before a map
lost his power to think rationally.
When the butt of the gun struck
him in the back it was as if he had
been shot. He was hurled forward
and his face hit the sand. Hot tears
welled in his eyes as he tried to
spit out the sand from his mouth.
He did this several times until
the sand was out of his mouth,
and suddeply feeling very tired he
lay there apd wanted to go to sleep;
he never wanted to get up agaim,
but they yanked him up. He was
an old man and now the sobs be-
gan to come to his throat; he bit
his lips to suppress them, but he
couldn’t control them. He couldn’t
control the sobs that came to his
throat, and they made him go op,
when all he wanted to do was to
lie down and go to sleep. He wanted
so badly to go to sleep, but they
made him go, all the time they
made him go, pushing him forward
with the gun barrel.

The crunch of shodden feet
through the updergrowth was the
only sound one heard—the crunch
of boots and the cracking of twigs
and the sound of the insects, apnd
there was the starlight; one could
see the starlight through the trees,
so beautiful and so illusory. It was
dense, dark jungle, but the sky
was open and starlit and beautiful,
and ope caught glimpses of it thro-
ugh the thick, dark. roof of
branches.

The man in the lead seemed to
know his way through this jungle.
He went on. He didn’t seem to
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hesitate once; the others just fol-
lowed. They had been doing this
for ten minutes, twenty minutes,
half a hour; Piyaratne didn’t know
how long. He continued to stumble
forward and the weariness grew
on him, his legs beginning to feel
as if they had been filled with lead.
He wanted so desperately to stop
to rest. It was difficult to be doing
this at his age, to be tramping
through a jupgle without a mo-
ment of rest; not seeing anything,
not hearing a friendly humap voice,
not kpowing what this was all
about, every step forward seeming
more difficult than the previous.

“I want to stop; | am tired,” he
said. "l cannot walk so fast; only
a moment, just to get my breath.”

“Stop! no, you cappot stop,”
said the young man jabbling him in
the back with the gun. *You'll
soon have a rest, a very long rest.”
His companiop chuckled. This
was the only humap reaction he
got from them. Otherwise tney
might just as well have beep auto-
mated rubber dolls. They were
moving again, picking their way
through the undergrowth. They
had not been walking for more
than a few miputes before there
was a flash of light—it was a signal.
The man ip the lead signalled with
his torch. He repeated the signal
after a moment, and a signal was
flashed back. Piyaratne was re-
lieved. Here, at last, was the end
of the journey. They were going
to stop at last. He could sit down,
rest his legs and recover his breath.
Just the thought that he could
soon rest made him feel better,
and soon, maybe, he would kpow
the meaning of all this, the reason
for his abduction. All ope had to
do was to be patient and every-
thing would be all right. He was
certain of this.

They soon came to a sort of
clearing in which there was a cad-
fan hut, and a short distance away
from it, a tent: in front of the tent
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was geated a group of mep. They
were like hunters camping out ip the
jurzgle. The oply light they had
came from two lanterns—one hang-
ing from the tent pole apd the
other from a pair of cross poles
half way betweepn the tent and the
hut. It was a small group who,
together with hisfour captors, would
have pumbered about a2 dozZen.
There was nothing menacing about
them—just a crowd of young men
having a good time. He didn't
howeyer, have to wait long be-
fore he discovered who was res-
ponsible for his abduction. For the
first time he felt a thip, sharp arrow
of fear sipk ipto the pit of his
stomach; his breathing, at the
same time, began to come faster.
As his eyes became accustomed

.to the gloom he saw, with a sud-

den, involuntary gasp, the gapgling.
bony figure of the map who had
been his tormeptor ip the recent
past. It was Hemapala. the map
they called Gurupanse. He was the
leader of the group apd these
were his mep. He was the leader—
you saw it in the way the mep
groupad sougpd him.

Suddenly everything fell into
place—the meaning of this night-
mare, the reason for his abduction.
His tormentor had him dragged
through the jupgle to humiliate
him. He looked at the rest of
the group—they were all strangers
to him. None was a student from
his school. The only other man
he recognised in the group was
another member of his staff, Hema-
pala's lieutenant, Sarath, the scrawny
individual with the large, flapping
ears. Hemapala had divested him-
self of his cloth and Khamisey.
He wore a pair of blue trousers,
but had thrown off his shirt. He
was naked above his waijst. His
thin, bony torso was bare.

Neither Hemapala nor Sarath
showed the least sign of recogni-
tion. They were reclining on the
grass, and slowly they sat up,
crossed their legs in front of them
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and stared at him. Hemapala sat
perfectly still for a moment and
then barked a command to one
of the young men. ''Get me 2
torch,” he said. A torch was bro-
ught. Hemapala lit it and turped
it on Piyaratpe’s face and held it
there for a moment. “He’s frigh-
tened,”” he said and switched off
the torch.

The roles had been reversed.
It was Hemapala and his friends
who had the power pow, the
power to administer a swift, tribal
justice. The consciouspess of this
power had trapsformed them into
beings grown big with arrogance.
The meanness and cruelty had been
there, no doubt—dormant, but,
suddenly, these things had surfaced.
A meap, cruel and frustrated man,
sometimes, added to his cruelty
and meanness the capacity he had
for gloating over the thing he did,
but these two men appeared not
to feel any emotion at all as they
stared at the man who had been
their boss not two weeks earlier.
There was something impersonal
in their behaviour. They had in-
vested their cruelty with the sapc-
tity of the crusade they felt they
were waging. This was the curious
transformation that had come over
these two men. Hemapala rose
and walked up to Piyaratne. He
dug his bony finger into his chest
and said, “So you are the man
who talked to the police about
me. You gave me a character certi-
ficate. You talked to them about
my great virtues. You didn't think
| would hear about it, did you!?
We are smarter than you people
think. People will see that very
soon.”’ Piyaratpe felt a moment's
surprise and the surprise chan-
ged into amusement at the way
the facts had been distorted, but
he realised the futility of trying to
deny this. Hemapala turned to
his companions. ‘“‘Take a good look
at him,” he said. “He looks a
queer sort of fish, but he has a
sting, but the sting is in his tail.”
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He patted Piyaratne’s bottom
and said, “its here. You must make
a thorough study of these types.
You must be able to recognise them,
at once. You get decieved by them;
they even talk; they deceive you
with nice words. They are clever
at talking. When we come into
power we must give everyope a
thorough course in identifying this
type of fish. These fish have been
riding on poor people’s backs,
and have had a monopoly of the
good things. Only they have had
a proper education and good homes
and nice clothes. All this has to be
changed.”

He dug his finger sever:l times
into Piyaratpe’s chest. *You now
know what we have been preparing
for. We are going to get rid of all
you people and put in their place
true people’s representatives. Be-
fore we finish with you we want
you to kpow that we are serious
about what we are going to do.
No fooling. We are going to finish,
once apd for all, with the bogus,
middle class education you have
been pumping into students. All
that's finished. When we come to
power there won't be room for
sentiment and emotion, no room
for that, no privileged people.
In your system of education you
encouraged these things. Qur
people’s courts will judge such
people like you and, of course,
you know what would happen to
those who are guilty, When we
have established our power we
shall remove inefficiency created
by sertimental old fools like you.
We shall have a scientific and effi-
cient education system and a true
people’s art, not the rubbish you
tried to introduce into the school.”

Hemapala’s voice had been grow-
ing in intepsity as he went on.
it was as if he were addressing a
public meeting. When he talked it
was always as if he were addrassing
a public meeting. He had to strike
a poss, ereate a role. It was being
denied an audience that had frus-
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trated him all these years. It seemed
now as if he had ope, at last. It
didp’t matter if it was a one man
audience. It was better an intelli-
gent one man than a pack of fools.
The intelligent man could appreiate
the part he was playing. It was being
denied an intelligent audience that
had frustrated him most of all,
and as a result, it had all become
sour inside him. g

Piyaratne had listened to this
speech in dazed silence. Strangely,
he felt removed from all this. It
was as if he were looking at a play
from a great distance in which a
man was doing something and
speaking. It was spectacular and
nothing more. He did not feel
sorrow or fear or hate. He had
passed beyopd all that.

Hemapala turped to one of the
young men and gave him some
whispered instructions. The young
man went to a small hut lying
upder a tree some distance away,
and returped some moments later
accompanied by apother young
man. Piyaratne suddenly came out
of his daze with a start. He recog-
nised the new artival. He had a
marked limp and had to be helped
along by the other. It was when he
came pearer Piyaratne poticed the
bruises on his face. “Have a look
at him,” said Hemapala, turning to
Piyaratne. ‘“'He is one of those
you tried to corrupt,. Unfortu-
nately we got him too late or we
may have reformed him. He was
all right until you got him. He has
absorbed some of your ideas. He
wants to go back to be ap artist.
He told us he made a mistake and
wanted to return to his painting
and his parents. He wants to be
nursed by his mother again. He
might have been useful to the move-
ment but pot anymore. You haye
turned his head.”

He turned to one of the men.

“Give him the knife"’, he ordered.

A knife—a dagger was fetched
and placed in _the hands of the
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young man.
to reform yourself. It was decided
we'll give you another chance, but
youw’ll have to prove you ean work
with us. The people’s court decided

that the execution of the men who.

corrupted you shall be yours. If
you do it without fuss we shall
let you go. The alterpative to a
refusalis... .., ..

Gunapala, the young man, sud-
denly went limp, put his face in
his hands while his body was con-
vulsed with sobbing. It was as if
his entire body was involved in
this rejection of this terrible de-
mand, but, strangely it was a re-
action that no’ one in that group
seemed to have anticipated. Hema-
pala alone seemed unmoved by it.
For several moments he watched
Gunapala. “Ne, | will not. | canpot”,
screamed Gunpapala.  “| did pot
join the movement to commit
murder.”” He lifted his tear stained
face and stared with horror at his
tormentor and then at the others.
There was a look of desperate
appeal when he looked at the
others. “You can do what you
want with me, but you cannot
make me commit murder.” This is
not what we were told we ware
going to do. We wera to frea the
poor people from their sufferinz
and bring about a better society.”

Several of the young men stand-
ing round seemed moved by Guna-
pala’s appeal. Hemapala's distorted
but acute brain thought rapidly.
He had to bring the situation under
control or he would have trouble
on his hands. It had begun to affect
others.

“We didn't know we had brought
breast-feeding infants into our
midst, did we!" he cried rising and
striding towards Gupapala. “Is this
the sort of man who is going to
fight the police and army? We
thought we were recruiting men
inte the movement, but what have
we got but worms dresSed-up
for men who would start bringing
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up their entrails with the first
sight of biood. | swear to you that
these will be the traitors later.
There can be nothing worse than
a traitor in a people’s movement.
We got to rid the movemepnt of
them."

The knpife fell from Gugapala’s
hands. Hemapala picked it up. It
had been the daczizion made by
the leaders of the movement that
the slightest sign of weakpess had
to be dealt with. They had to deal
with traitors ruthlessly. There was
to be shown no mercy, and the
leaders of each sectional group
had to show an example, He sud-
denly whipped round to Piyaratpe,
who still thought that all this was
a bit like play acting. He wag being
accused of mapy things that had
no truth. Surely they wouldn't
harm him for things he had pot
done, but pothing here seamed to
make sense. Yet suddenly a num-
bed feeling came over him, coming
up from his legs. His legs went
limp first. He was losing coptrol
of himself, of his lower limbs and
then his reflexes. He felt as if his
bowels were about to opeil, but
he tried to get a hold of himself.
He dare not weaken now. He had
to check this feeling of paralysis.
He must be strong. He must ot
let them have the victory. To
fail now was to destroy everything
he had stood for all these years,
but duickly, through his mind now
passed ‘the wonderful moments
of his life. It was like a rapid show
of slides, the important'mcments
of his life. He was thinking of the
meeting with Deva and Ariya and
the things he had said. It was good
he had done so. They will remem-
ber this meeting. If they remem-
bered nothing else they will re-
member that last meeting. It was
the last thought in his mind when
he felt the knpife go into him with
biting, agonising swiftness. It went
into him like a doctor’s peedie
but amplified a thousand times, hot
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like heated irop, scorching and
burping. For a2 moment there
was a look of unbelief on his face,
and then one of surprise as he
dropped on his kpees, balanced
for several moments there, swaying
like some heavy object about to
tip over, and then he rolled over,
jerked ‘a few times and lay still. it
was as if to the last moment he
had believed that this could not
happen to him. He had believed
in human order and natural justice,
and had faith in human kindness.
He had believed that man could
not kill another man without hayv-
ing some deep provocation. A
man had to be brutalised beyond
hope to be able to take the life
of a man who had done you po
harm, take it in this manner, for
things he was innocent of. It was
once more the chubby potato face
that first struck the earth, and
he lay there bent as if he had gone
to sleep.

The corpse had not yet grown
cold before they dragged it down
to “the river which flowed barely
2 hupdred yards away from the
camp, and there it was to begin
its course down towards the sea,
rolling and wheeling round and
round, sometimes getting caught
in 2 heap of boulders or a clump
of rushes, but coptinuing to go.

They began the trial almost im-
mediately afterwards. They had to
deal with cowards at opce. They
formed a people’s court and called
witnesses to testify of what they
had seen. It was about three thirty,
in the morning when Hemapala
summed up the verdict of the
court.

They then led Gupapala to a
tree and tied him to it. He was in
no condition to stand. He had gone
into a faint and had soiled his
trousers, but they tied him, never-
theless. Three men formed the
firing squad. They shot him then.
His body leapt up when the bullets

went into him. It appeared to shud- -

der before it went limp,
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WEST ASIA: 16 ARAB NAT-
IONS TO ATTEND IRAQ
SPONSORED SUMMIT

SIXTEEN ARAB countries, includ-
ing Algeria, the Libyan Jamahiriyah
and South Yemen, the three hard-
liners opposed to Egyptian Presi-
dent Anwar Sadat, have agreed to
attend a summit called by Iraq
to counter the Camp David West
Asia peace accords, the official
Iraq news agency INA reported
on Sunday. Egypt responded to
the Iragi call by saying it would
welcome the meeting as long as it
was held in Cairo. Cairo radio
also quoted an official spokesman
as saying any summit should be pre-
pared to discugs the entire Arab
situation, particularly the recent
fighting in Lebanon. On Lebanon,
the spokesman said, “To stop the
bloodshed, Israel must first stop
giving assistance to some right~
wing outlawed militias.”

The Arab summit must also
take measures to end the mission
of the Arab deterrent force, which
is predominantly Syrian, to allow
the Lebapese army to regain con-
trol over all of Lebapon, including
the south, he said Egypt's new
Defence Minister, Kamal Hassan
Ali, has expressed the hope that
implementation of the Egyptian-
Israeli peace accords would en-
courage other Arab States to join
in negotiations for a comprehensive
West Asia settlements. Gen. Ali,
who s to lead the Egyptian dele-
gation to the Washington peace
negotiations, told the Caijro press
that he would present a draft peace
treaty taking into aceount “Arab
interest and all the principles ag-
reed upen at Camp David'' to lsraeli
negotlations. He said the major
points of the Egyptian draft were
“Egypt’s sovereignty and terri-
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torial integrity” and said the United
States' participation as a full part-
ner was a positive factor for the
success of the negotiators.

ISRAELI FOREIGN  MINISTER,
Moshe Dayan has said that lIsrael
would continue to provide arms
and ‘indirect help” to Christian
farces in Lebanon, but ruled out
direct lsraeli involvement in the
fighting have “What we see now
is the Syrian regular army shooting
at civilians and just killing them.
And | think that should be stopped,”’
he said. He was appearing on the
CBS-TV programme “‘Face the Na-
tion'’. US Vice-President Walter
F. Mondale said President Carter
had been working with various
Governments including Israel, Syria
the Soviet Unlon and France in an
attempt ‘““to bring about stability..
and a reassertion of the authority
of the Lebanese Government” in
Lebanon. Mr. Mondale appeared

on the ABC-TV programmes on
“lssues and Answers'',
MR. DAYAN said the fighting

between the right-wing Christian
forces and the Syrian army is “‘an
attempt to crush the Christians™,
and he said Israel is “obliged to ex-
tend to them (the Christians) as
much help that we can..” He said
the shelling by Israeli gunboats
of a Muslim section of Beirut last
week was aimed at a Palestine
Liberation Organisation naval base
and not directed at the Syrians
““May be..indirectly it was a signal
that we won’t hesitate (to)..send
some of our forces to strike..
against the PLO™, he said.
Baghdad, Reuter, AFP & AP
Qctober 9, 1978

| =0= =0- —0-
WEST ASIA:
ABOUT-FACE

VWHEN ELECTED ipn May last year
israeli Prime Minister Mepachem
Begin stated unequivocally, *Israel
will create more Jewish gettle-

MR. BEGIN'S
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ments in the heart of the occupied
territories”. On January 16 this
year, Just prior to the withdrawal
of the Egyptian delegation from
talks in Jerusalem due to blatant
Israeli intransigence, Mr. Begin told
a group of visiting US Congress-
men, "1 would rather resign than
give up the 19 Jewish settlements
in Sinai as demanded by President
Sadat’. Such comments were cer-
tainly in keeping with the former
terrorist leader’'s 30-year history
of Zionist extremism interspersed
with biblical faptasies of Eretz
Israel. However, in what can only
be described as a complete about
turn, Mr. Begin stated this week,
“l will resign if the Knesset does
not endorse the frameworks for
peace reached at Camp David”
which include the crucial question
of the dismantling of lsraeli settle-
ments in Sinai. He further added
in an address to the Knesset that
there were only two options open
to lsrael, “'to accept the Sinai with-
drawal or lose all hope of peace.”
With the Knesset almost certain
to heed Mr, Begin's advice what
has caused this remarkable traps-
formation and the dawning reali-
sation by Mr. Begin and his com-
patriots that peace can only be
equated with withdrawal?  Last
Moyember President Sadat stun-
ned Israel and indeed the world
with his courageous apd, 6 deter-
mined peace initiative. The lsraelis,
unable to digest the full import
of Sadat’s visit, fumbled amidst
rising party factionalism and grow-
ing internal desire for a lasting
peace.. Mr. Begin, rooted in the
arrogance which has dominated
Israel since its existence, failed
to reciprocate with even the faint-
est suggestion of flexibility.

UNDAUNTED PRESIDENT SADAT
continted in his search for peace,
exploring all possible avenues, un-
perturbed by Mr. Begin's inability
to conceive .his vision of peace
and unshaken by the short-sighted_
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ness of the Arab rejection fropt
whose virulent vocal opposition was
matched only by their inability to
produce any viable alternative stra-
tegy. Mr. Begin's radical reversal of
thinking demonstrates the strength
of Mr. Sadat’s relentless drive
for peace.
pressure to declare his ipitiative
a failure Mr. Sadat stuck to his
guns and his faith in the Unpited
States as the nation which held
99 per cent of the cards. Unmis-
takedly the United States has played
a vital role in this process, initially
s a mediator and effectively as a
full partner at the Camp David
Summit, but the real force behind
the present progress towards peace
has obviously been President Sadat
himself. ~ The complete reversal
in Mr. Begin's views, from refusal
in January to the acceptance of
withdrawal now can only be attri-
buted te the President’s determi-
nation to achieve a lasting solution
and his skill in accommodating both
the established Arab view and a
realistic Israeli  stance. © Given
Knesset approval, the agreement
marks the first significant negotia-
ted territorial withdrawal since
Israeli's  formation. With Mr.
Begin having reexamined his intran-
sigent stand and a Sinai withdrawal
imminent, the prospects for ful-
filling the Camp Dayid accords are
indeed promising. Hopefully, the
Israelis will not waver and the
Sinal’ withdrawal will signify their
new realisation that peace canpot
be achieved while maintaining
possession of Arab territories. Also

it is hoped that the other Arab

states will eventually upderstand
what a great opportunity President
Sadat’s courageous ipitiative has
given them. His efforts have
made withdrawal a reality and laid
the framework for peace in the
Middle East, something no other
leader has been able to achieve
in the history of the conpflict.
—Cairo, The Egyptian Gazeite,
September 28, 1978
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Amidst strong Arab .

WEST ASIA:
COMPLAINT

MR. YIGAEL HUREWITZ, who
recently resigned from the post of
Minister of Comerce in the Begin
government, compjained that more
US aid would lead to what be called
“unacceptable concessions” on the
lordan and Syrian fronts. “We'll
end up doing exactly what the
Americans tell us" he declared.
Butisn’t it just about time that Isra-
el gave some return for America's
munificent generosity towards it?
Where would Israel be were it
not for the US tax payer? And
what exactly does Mr. Hurewitz
mean by ‘‘unacceptable concessions’’
on the Syrian and lordan fronts?
In the last thirty years the Ameri-
can tax payer has poured billions
of dollars into Israel. How has
this investment served him? Israel
has used the money to build up an
immense war machine for the
purpose of constructiong a Zio-
nist empire at the expense of Its
Arab neighbours. This policy has
been carried on regardiess of the
fact that all US economic and strate-
gic intérests in the region are
boupnd up with the Arab world.
The American  attachment to
Israel, basically, is conpected with
the persecutions lews suffered in
Europe under the Nazis—perse-
cutions for which the Arabs were
in no way responsible. The Zio-
nists, however, have ruthlessly capi-
talised, on this, using it to black-
mail the West into aiding lsraeli
expansionist designs in the area:
schemes that have led to 30 years
of turmoil that have also seryed
to place US national policies to-
wards the Middle East in a quap-
dary.  America’s Western Euro-
pean allies are almost totally de-
pendent on Middle East oil most
of which comes from the Arab
world—none from lIsrael. The
United States itself, with the de-
pletion of its domestic supplies,
has, in recent years, also been be-
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coming more and more dependent
on foreign oil supplies, a large pro-
portion of which derives from the
Arab World. As the pational in-
comes of the Arab oil-producing
states have risen through revenues
accruing from oil, moreover, the
Arab world has become an expand-
ing market for Woestern industrial
goods. And the Arab world’s im-
mense petro-dollar reseryes
have become ap increasingly im-
portant factor in the world eco-
nomy.  Without a recycling of
Arab petro-dollars through invest-
ment in Western economies, the
entire monetary system of the
West would be endapngered. The
United States has a wvested inte-
rest, therefore, in maintaining ties
of friendship with the Arab world.
It is an interest that has been con-
stantly threatened by Israel's use
of American aid for aggression on
the Arabs.

IT 1S, FURTHERMORE, only US
and Western ecopomic interests
in general that haye
The Arab world is of immense
strategic importance in interpat-
ional affairs, as the most cursory
glance at an atlas would show.
And the Arab states have, for ths
most part, sought to maiptaip a
posture of neutrality between the
two world power blocs. Western,
particularly US, supplies of aid
to Israel that have been used for
massive attacks on the Arabs, haye
served to threaten the maipte-
nance of this neutral posture. This
became obvious when the Arabs
struck back against Israeli occupa-
tion of their territaries in Oct-
ober 1973, The accompanying
Arab oil-producers’ embargo aga-
inst Israel's friends apd supporters
underlined Western dependence op
Arab oil supplies, and signalled to
the US and others that an upbridled
policy of arming Israel was self-
defeating asfar as Western interests
in the area were concerned. The
effects of yet apother war in the
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Middle East, moreover, would, with-
out the least doubt be even more
devastating for the West what-
ever its effects on the parties direct-
ly involved in the conflict. It thus
became obvious that it was vital
to Western interests in the area
for the US and its allies to pay
somewhat more than lip service
to UN resolutions which set out
a formula for ending the conflict;
resolutions which the Arabs had
long accepted, but which [srael,
for all its talk of wanting peace,
had continued to oppose. The
Camp David accords represent an
attempt to get the ball rolling
towards a peaceful settlement of
the conflict. Mr. Hurewitz's criti-
cisms of them repPresent hardline
Zionist opposition to the UN prin-
ciple of non-acquisition of territory
by force of arms, a principle against
which Israel expansionist policiés
clearly rup counter. What Mr.
Hurewitz calls '‘upacceptable cop-
cession'’ on the Jordan and Syrian
fronts are pothing more nor less
than the requirements for Peace
that the UN has set out in its re-
solutions for peace: requirements
which Israel, as a UN member,
is under an obligation to carry out.
It is high time that Israel, which
owes its Very existence to the US
tax payer, took US interests into
account and did something for the
US in return for the generous US
support it has received. And the
best thing it could do is to carry
out UN demands for withdrawal
from Arab territory and recogni-
tion of the Palestinian people’s
right to self-determination.

—Cairo, Tre Egyptian
October 1, 1578

Gazette,

WEST ASIA:
CONSPIRACY

THE CAMP DAVID SUMMIT which
evolved two main documents—"A
Framework for Peace in the Middle

CAMP DAVID
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East” and “A Framework for the
Conclusion of Peace Treaty bet-
ween Egypt and Israel”—has sent a
wave of indignation among the
Arab people. Though the letters
exchanged during the Camp David
summit on certain crucial issues-
such as status of Jerusalem, Jewish
settlements in the Sipai and the
US help to Israel for construction
of two new air bases—have now
been released, President Sadat is
finding it difficult to carry his peo-
ple with him on this sell out of
the Arab cause. Even the con-
servative and pro-American re-
gimes like Saudi Arabi and Jordan
have not been able to muster
courage to, give moral support to
the so-called summit formula. The
Egyptian Unionist Progressive Party
which has strongly criticised the
Camp David Accord said that it
violated the “sovereignty of Egypt’
because it provided for demili-
tarised areas extending deep into
the Sinai areas. (The accord lays
down that Egypt would be allowed
to have a limited strength of its
military in east of Suez capal to
“ensure'” security of Egypt).

What has shocked the Arab
people is that in his negotiations
with Israel at Camp David, Presi-
dent Sadat insisted on the removal
of Jewish settlements in the Sinai
but ignored those on the West
Bank and Syrian Golan Heights.
The Egyptian people are also sore
that the agreement ignored the
Palestiniann right of self-determi-
nation. As the Egyptian Upionist
Progressive Party put it, the agree-
ment did not clearly accept Arab
sovereignty over the West Bapk
and Gaza strip.

The document providing a frame-
work for Peace in the Middle East
does not visualise formation of the
Palestinian state on the West Bank
and Gaza Strip: it works out the
mechanics for giving autspomy to
these areas after a period of five
years. President Sadat in one of
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his letters to 'Carter speaking on
behalf of Jordan and the Palestinian
people says: ‘‘To epsure the imple-
mentation of the provisions ' re-
lated to the West Bank and Gaza
Strip and in order to safeguard
the legitimate rights of the Pales-
tinian people Egypt will be prepared
to assume the Arab role..following
consultation with Jordan and the
representatives of the Palestinian
people’’. That is to say if Jordan
and the Palestinians refuse to nego-
tiate with Israel, first to set up the
so-called autonomous Palestinian-
authority and establish the rules
for five year trapsitional period,
Egypt will do it for them.

This means that Egypt has now
virtually resiled from the united
stand of all the Arab countries
that the PLO is the '‘sole repre-
sentative’’ of the Palestinian peo-
ple—a stand which the Genperal
Assembly of the United Nations
too has endorsed in a modified
form when it declared that the

‘PLO is the “true representative'

of the Palestinian people. This
apart, the Palestinians would be
granted a pominal autonomy for
a period of five years and during
this period the “‘seriousness of their
intention to live in Peace with
Israel will be tested”. The impli-
cation is that if during the transi-
tional perid of five years, the Pales-
tinian Liberation Movement is either
liquidated or made to sur-

_render the concept of “‘autonomy"

will be implemented. And it is
only after this Period that it will be
decided whether Jordan or Israel
should remain in charge of these
areas. During this transitional
period the Jewish settlements in
these areas would remain intact
and defended by the Israeli forces.
It seems that the Palestinian cause
has been completely sacrificed.
A bait has no doudt been given to
Jordan that after five years, these
areas might come under its juris-
diction. Kimg. Hussein of Jordan
throughout these crucial weeks
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has been sitting on the fence watch-
ing the Camp David negotiation
closely from London. Jordan per-
haps would want the “framework’’
for peace in the Middle East to be
set up without involving itself
directly. Geo-political position of
Jordap is such that it capnnot afford
to fall in line with Egypt and enter
into a separate peace treaty with
Israel becouse this step would create
serious problems for it. Jordan
cannot afford to ignore the stand
of Syria, Iraq and the PLO. The
underground network of the PLO
organisation in Jordan is intact
and in the occupied West Bank
araas, the underground liberation
movement of the Palestinians is
gaining ground day by day.

KING HUSSEIN'S 1972 plan en-
visaged that a Jordanian-Palestinian
Federation under the Hashemite
dynasty would be set up. This
obviously he cannot achieyve unless
the decision of the Arab summit
at Rabat recognising the PLO as
the *‘sole legitimate' representa-
tive of the Palestinians is reversed.
He ip fact in recent weeks has been
talking about the pecessity to
“untie the knot of Rabat" before
he could do anything on behalf
of the Palestinians. Thus both
Jordan and Israel are interested
' in cutting to size the Palestipian
liberation movement. And if this
objective is achieved through the
Camp David accord King Hussein
will be too happy.

Saudi Arabia has taken ap am®
bivalent stand on the Camp David
accord and for two reasons. first,
Saudi King Khalid capnot become
a party to any agreement with
Israel unless the status of Jerusalem
is clearly defined. If on any single
question President Sadat took a
firm stand, it was on the status of
Jerusalem. He therefore, in oneof
his letters has set out that Arab
Jerusalem is an integral part of
the West Bank, that it should ba
under the Arab sovereignty and
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that its inhabitants should be en-
titled to exercise their legitimate
national rights and that all [sraeli
measures to alter its statug are
null and void. Obyviously, Israel
is not in a position to accept this
because it considers Jerusalem as
the ‘‘capital of the State of Israel”,
as Begin has put it in one of his
ietters to Carter. More important,
Crown Prince Fahd, who is the
real architect of the Saudi policy
wants to take over the leadership
of the Arab world. The Saudis
have a multi-purpose policy, trying
to satisfy the US, the Egyptians and
Hejectionist Front consisting of Syria,
Algeria, Libya, Peoples Democratic
Republic of Yemen and the PLO.
The dilemma facing Saudi leader-
ship is that it wants to capitalise
on the anti-lsraeli septiments of
the people while not allowing
their radical trend in the Arab
politics to grow. The progressive
regimes in the area on the other
hand, have already taken certain
positive steps to counter the cons-
piracy of ‘the US imperialists,
Israel and Egypt as the joint com-
munique of these countries have
put it.

AN IMPORTANT ASPECT of the
Camp David accord is that the
Carter Administration wants to
make it clear that the Middle East
is its number one trouble spot
and will not leave the situation
in this region to drift nor allow
the apti-imperialist forces there to
grow, Economic interests in the
area haye always acted as a stimulus
to a far-reaching American political
involvement. The Arabian Gulf
alone has 70 per cent of the capi-
talist world’s oil reserves and over
58 per cent of the world oil re-
serves. Over half of this oil wealth
is controlled by the US interests
in varying degrees. In the early
seventies the influence of the Arab
national liberation movements has
been highly significant. After the
Qctober war of 1973, the main
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thrust of the US diplomacy in this
region has baen to contain thenatio=
nalist challenge by policitcal means
through support extended to the
copservative regimes like Saudi
Arabia and Jordan and by stren-
gthening Israel and winning over
some of the middle roader coup-
tries like Egypt. The Camp David
accord is the culmination of this
process.

The proposed Egypt-Israel
peace treaty, of course, means that
the US policy of making each Arab
couptry to come to a settlement
with Israel meant good business.
The new fissures in the Arab world
are created for this purpose. Which
means putting on rails the process
of integration of economy of some
of the Arab countries both with
the US multinationals and through
them with Israel. Egypt being
the biggest and most populated
country fits well into this scheme.
The open-door policy of President
Sadat and the complete reversal
of the progressive economic poli-
cies of Masser have already crippled
the economy of the country. Egyp-
tian capitalists, therefore, want to
enter into regional partnership
with the US and finally with Israel
too. lsraeli leaders have already
started advocating that through
open border for trade, tourism,
capital investment and cultural ex-
change, as well as conventional
forms of diplomatic recognition
and mutually recognised borders,
a new relationship should be struck
between Israel and the Arab coun-
tries. As the only developed capi-
talist country in the Middle East,
Israel could tie the Arab countries
to it as the supplier of capital and
technological skills to them at
good profit to itself: while its pur-
chasing power would make it a
natural market for Arab raw mat-
erial. As one of the Israeli leaders
has put it recently Israel would
provide a market for the “‘perish-
able agricultural products of Syria,
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Jordan, Lebapon, the meat of Irag,
the cotton of Egypt'' while “there
is no deubt that our own manpu-
facture could yield a varied range
of products to be available to the
Arab countries close at hand."
This process' has already begun on
the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
And after the peace treaty bet-
ween lsrael and Egypt, this process
will begin in Egypt too.

THE USA is vitally interested
in forging this pew relationship
between Israel apnd leading Arab
couptries for more than one rea-
son. First, Israel has been recep-
tive to US private apd public
capital. Some of the largest mul-
tinationals are already in Israel
such as Lehman Brothers, Kuhn-
Leob; the Mellons and the Bos-
ton and Cleveland groups. Thus
a tie up of lsrasl with some of
the Arab countries will enable
American capital to capture these
markets. Secondly a stage has
come in the US policy in the Middle
East that the US cappot rely upon
Israel alone. The Arab world
where the US interests are far
greater thapn those in Israel has
never been able to accept Israel
as an ally, The US, therefore, can-
not sut all its eggs in the Israeli
basket, for this would lead to stren-
gthening of liberation movements
in this region. So far the USA has
been following a dual policy in this
region, strengthening economically
and militarily Israel and streng-
thening its ties with the conser-
vative Arab regimes such as lordan
and Saudi Arabia, A balance bet-
ween these two aspects of US
policy in the Middle East was called
for. And this was pot possible
without bringing the conservative
regimes closer to Israsl. And Egyp-
tian ruling circles for their own
reasons are prepared to become a
bridge in this process. Nasser's
Egypt could pot play this role but
Sadat’s Egypt has become a willing
tool.
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As a US military expert recently
said, “from the overall political
and strategic interests in the Medi-
terranean, in the Persian Gulf
and in the sub-contipent', if the
diplomacy in this area is going
to have any ‘‘real meaning and
real teeth,” US national interests
demand that Arab States and lsrael
should “stop shooting and start
talking.” Thus the Camp David
accord has ‘been designed to keep

the Arab countries particularly
Egypt, and Jordan in the anti-
national liberation orbit. MNatu-

rally the progressive regimes and
liberation movements are seeking
to re-group themselves in the area.
—MNew Delhi, Link, October 1, 1978
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KARNATAKA BY-ELECTION
Ex CITEMENT

THE Congress move to get Indira:

Gandhi to stand as a candidate
in the forthcoming byelection from
Chikmagalur parliamentary copsti-
tuency has created considerable stir
in Karnataka, The news itself,
however, has pot come as a sur-
prise. About three months ago,
when D. B. Chandre Gowda, the
Congress-I who resigned his Chik
magalur seat in Parliament, the
speculation wasthat this was dope
to provide a safe “‘seat” for Indira
Gandhi.

Though the official potification
has not yet been issued, the elec-
tion is expected to be held on
MNovember 6, in which case the
last date for nominations wijll be
October 13. Chikmagalur is a
sprawling and a Predominantly-
rural constituency consisting main-
ly of hilly regions spreading out
on both sides of the western ghats,
An area dotted by coffee plant-
ations, it has eight Assembly'seats.
Though it is considered to be one
of the traditional strongholds of
the Congress-l, the Japata Party
and the CP-M also have their
pockets of influence. The CP-M's
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Karpataka Chief Minister, who

| today for Chikmagalur to file
| his nomination tomorrow.

| ing the by-election to the Lok
| Sabha from thsa

INDIA: CHIKMAGALUR
Mr. Veerendra Patil, former

has been named the lJapata
Party's candidate for the Lok
Sabha by-election from the Chi-
kmagalur constituency'. left here

Mr. |
Patil, who had been initially |
reluctant to contest, bowed to .i
the hvishes of his partymen |
that he should contest against |
Mrs. Indira Gandhi, the Con-
gress (I) candidate.
—PTl, Bangalore, October 10

Mr. M. G. Ramachandrapn:
General Secretary of the AIA-
DMK and Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister, confirmed in Madras
on Wednesday that his party
would suport the capdidature
of Mrs. Indira Gandhi coptest-

Chikmagalur
constituency. It said the
AIADMK  would be the ally
of the Congress (i) in all the
coming elections.

—PTl, Madras; October ||

The CPM General Secretary, |
Mr. E. M. S. Nambudripad, |
wondered here to-day why the
Janata Party had dithered so
long in selecting its candidate
when it had a very good choica
in Mr. Veerendra Patil to op-
pose Mrs. Indira Gandhi in the
by-election to the Lok Sabha
from the Chikmagalur consti-
tuency, Asked about co-opera-
tion between the CPM and the
CPl, Mr. Nambudripad said the
attitude towards the Congress
() was the difference between
them and the Chikmagalur elec-
tion was the test. The CPI was
so prejudiced against Mr. Vee-
rendra Patil that it did not mind |
Mrs. Gandhi winning the election.

PT/, Bangalore, October 1.
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influence, is however on the wane
with a rift among their ranks on
account of the expulsion of M. H.
Krishnappa, former State. secre-
tary of the party, who had worked
in this region. The Japata Party
won one out of the eight Assembly
seats in the last Assembly elec-
tion from Kadur. The Janata Party
depends mainly upon the support
of plantation owners, landlords and
RSS apnd other communal elemepts.
The Congress-l on the other hand
has great influence among the plan-
tation workers and farmers apnd
agricultural workers. The majo-
rity of them belong to the Sche-
duled Caste and Tribes or from
other backward classes, for whom
the Urs Goyernment has done
many things. They have been
given house, sites and pattas for
land. Today, the Congress-l is
in a position to exploit these
things for its political advantage
This is sure to help Indira Gapdhi
if she finally decides to conptest

the byelection: Anyway, the
Cong-l has already launched pre-
parations for its campaign...... It

is too early to say what will be
the final strategy of the parties
opposed to the Copgress-l. Whe-
ther they will be able to put up
a joint candidate to oppose Indira
Gandhi or fight separately under
different party labels will depend
very much en the national leader-
ship of the parties who will ulti-
mately decide the questions. How-
ever, present thinking in the Con-
gress and the Japata camps in Kar-
nataka seems to coincide surprisingly.
Both are of the view that only
if a joint and a commonly agreed
candidate, with an unsullied repu-
tation, is put up as an indepen-
dent will it be possible to fight
Indira Gandhi effectively. The very
fact that both the parties today
are pot talking of ‘setting up their
own candiates shows lack of con-
fidence  in their separate
strength........ SRl

—New Delhi, Link, October B, 1978.
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IN THE TUB
by Diogenes

® The Teacher

DIOGENES SAT IN HIS TuUs,
days, nights and weeks, in a blissful
State, oblivious of the world and
saw the great panapoly of his [ife
unfold before him as a teacher of
men who cared to seek his counsel.

“Master, the powerful opes in
the City have no use for you. Why
do you lie in this Tub as though
you find no use in yourself!"" asked
his Friend. “Why don’t you go
to the market place and expose
the evils in the City?"

“The eyils in the City are eternal,
dear friend, and so is the evil in
men. Diogenes will be wasting
his time to go to the market place

.and presch to the people who will

be entertained by his words of wis-
dom but will never be instructed.
It is difficult to make one man wise
and how can he make the many
wise. He does not want to waste
their time. It is better to papnder
to the stupidity of the public rather

than to their intelligence of which

they have none."”

**Master, you must give of your
wisdom at least to the powerful
ones for the greater glory of the
City instead of lying here and talk-
ing to a handful of men like me who
do not matter here.”

“The powerful ones are pot up-
wise. But their wisdom is pot
the wisdom of the philosopher. We
do not have any philosopher kings.
| canpot say that they are upwise
to have not wanted Diogenes in
the Council of Elders. The wisdom
of Diogenes, they are wise enough
to kpnow, is not the type of wis-
dom which helps them or the peo-
ple who matter to them. They are
not wrong. Diogenes does not want
any longer and capnot any longer
be of any use to anybody.”
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Philosopher King

“Then, what is the purpose of
your existence, Master?”

“To relax in my Tub and to
contemplate on the nature of man
and on the nature of things. | am
epjoying myself seeing the present
and the future from the tub.”

“What is the future of our City
and our People!”

“Our City will continue to be
poor and our People will continue
to be idle. The national pattern
will never change unless they ac-
cept the great teachings of Dioge-

nes.

“You will soon be called a2 mego-
lomianiac, Master."”

“They will and | will call myself
one too, but, my dear Frisnd.
there is moreinside this Tub useful
to the City, than outside it.”

Thus the Master spoke and fell
into deep Silence.

&) O O

The All-Knowing

NONE KNEW  EXCEPT HIS
VERY GOOD FRIENDS that
when the Master lay ip his Tub,
he steps out of Time apnd Space
and his peep into the future of
men, matter and cities, resulted
in some remarkably accurate pre-
dictions. It is pot astrology or
star gazing. It is pot the art prac-
tised by ordinary men. The Master
made observations of all the events
in the Universe and all the happen-
ings to happen unlimited by Time
znd Space. He sees the whole hu-
man drama revealing itseli as a
panaroma before his eyes in all
its wonder and beauty.

The life and achievement of ope
Man is just the same as the life
and failure of apother. Both fade
away in Samsara. ‘Lowly man is
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Dharmista

but a breath, The sons of nobles
are only lies; In the scales they go
up altogether lighter than empti-
ness"”, quoted the Master repeating
the words of the psalmist. The
Master during his meditations has
been talking to himself and laugh-
ing at himself and others, caring
neither for feod nor drink. He
can be heard talking to the heroes
dead, heroes dying and heroes
yet to be be born to die.

“Master, can we ‘establish a Righ-
teous Society?'" asked his friend
from the philesopher.

“Has any man in the history of
mankind achieved this, my Friend.
Great T.achers have failed. As
long as man is born to be born
again in Samsara evil will persist in
the individual and in human society.
Where the great teachings of the
Masters have failed, can the laws
of men build a Righteous Sotiety?
It was a Roman poet who sing:
‘Quid sin= moritkus proficivnt leges
vanse?” “‘Of what avail are empty
laws without principle’, observed
the Master apologising that he
may be misquoting Horace from
his. Tub and continued “the laws
of men can be broken, they can
be circumvented, the guardians of
the law can be bribed, expensive-
ly powerful lawyers can be res
tained, judges cap be stupid and
even if they are not so, they can
be timid, criminals can gain the
patrenage of the powerful ones
and the nature of man and the
nature of things will go on as be-
fore regardless of the reformers.'*

“Do you say, Great One, that
no City can be righteous?” asked
his Friend.

“Only when it is ruled by a
Philosopher King whe is prepared
to accept the teachings and warn-
ings of Diogenes,” so saying the
Master went into a deep Medi-
tation smiling with compansion.

4 * ¢
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IN OUR SEARCH

For A Righteous
Society

by The Rev. Celestine Fernando

SRI LANKA s
one of the

Passing today
most challenging
Periods of Its history. A great
ideal has been set before us by
our President—a man of vision and
of considerable experience of the
viclssitudes of our natiop’s history
as well as of the vagaries of political
involvement. But one man's vis-
ion. even if he is supported by a
few falthful followers in positions
of leadership, canpnot secure or ep-
sure a whole nation's regeneration.
As he himself hasso often implied,
a nation’s recovery depends on the
people themselves.

Now more thap a year has gone
after the present Government came
into power with a grapd flourish
and unexpected aplomb. Even
though there were vast numbers
who hoped for jts success, few
dreamed that it would gz2in such
an overwhelming majority in the
country and in Parliament. Accep-
ting the general support it got
from the majority of the voters
the Government has gone ahead
with many significant and far-
reaching changes. During this
year a new Presidential system has
been established, a new Conpsti-
tution has deen Presented to the
nation, several basic and far re-
achipg schemes of Natiopal Deve-
lopment have been ipitiated, an
unprecedented amount of Over-
seas Grants and lears have beep
obtained to finance these schemes
and through different kinds of

structural reorganisation the nation
‘has seen some basic steps taken

to help tobuild what has been oftep
described as “'a Righteous Soclety",
These changes are going on affect-
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ing all the cltizens—whether they
ara aware of them or pot,

What has been achieved have
however been some political, econc-
mic and financial foundations. The
superstructure has yet to be :zlowly
built—and all citizens of our land
ought to be concerned with the spirit
and basis of the new Constitution
now adopted. If it is to be truly
righteous, socialist and democratic
even after its adoption, all citizens
must try to study it apnd there
should be wide and popular dis-
cussion of jall its provisions. It
would have been proper if we
had far more time and wider dis-
cussion of this Constitution than
we had prior to the adoption of
the earlier Constitution at the
Constitutent Assembly upder the
shadow of and bound by the res-
trictions of a grave patiopnal emer-
gency. In our homes, neighbour-
hood groups, voluntary organisa-
tions and in regiopnal and nation-
wide seminars and conferences the
bagic character of our Cgnstitu-
tion deserved apd still deseryes |
study and discussion if its intention
is to ensure national unity, persopal
freedoms, social and ecopo-
mic justice in the spirit of brother-
hood for all the citizens of our
land. We must all know how thes.e
words and phrases are spelled out
in the Constitution if we are to
be sensitive to how they will be
legislatively and admin istratively
implamented or abused.

Ii* there is no such study apd
discussion even now it will be a
great and permanent loss to the
nation. But mere study and dis-
cussion even in the highest forum
possible, and the adopticn even
of a perfect Constitution canpot
ensure a “Righteous Soclety” just
as an Orthodox Creed does pot
epsure a mora] Church. Ultimately
a Righteous Sociéty will come Inte
being only If action is taken to
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ensure it by the ordinary citizens

of the land as they serve at the:

grass roots. It is the character and
activity of our people in the vil-
lages, towns and cities and the
quality of the leadership that they
produce for the local and national
organs of Goyerpment and admi-
nistration that will determine whe-
“ther, as a nation, we shall build a
righteous society of unity, freedom
and justice and live in goodwill
and peace.
TODAY we have great ideals, sst
forth in the speeches and pro-
nouncements of our political lea-
ders. In terms of these ideals,
there is a need to do everything
possible to forge the bonds of
national unity.  This is needed
most of all in the area of unity
between Sinhalese and Tamils. What
is ensured in the Constitution
must be legislatively and adminis-
tratively honoured at all levels.
Ap occasional appointment and
a happy word in the appropriate
place—these are not epough.  In
the day to day conduct of Govern-
ment the ordinary citizen be he
Sinhalese, Tamil, Burgher or other
should not be denied his or her
rights in the land of his' birth. We-
must remember that while many
structural changes are intended to
bring in a new order, and vast
resources are - available, there -is
not enough evidence of a genuine
people’s movement for nationpal
righteousness  and  development.
Too many people seem to be filled
with too many complaints abgut
uprighteousness and about corrup-
tion retarding development. But
we must pay heed to what is said
and done even by our opponents—
and, perhaps, most of all by them!
It is a great temptation for a
political party to make pro«
mises that it would be lower-

ing the cost of living. when .

it comes  into power even

when the character of our.

national  development in-
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evitably makes it impossible
of fulfilment. And one of
the marks of widespread dis-
appointment today can be
traced to such promises. There
is 2 need for a plain and clear
admission that in terms of
our present policies no gene-

Dharmista

the cost of living is possible

for a long time—if at all. What .

is -perhaps necessary to state
publicly - even' now . is. that
the Government should seek
to improve the quality of life
of our people. Whether it
is possible in terms of our

present materialistic personal

ral or radical decrease in

WATER RESOURCES BOARD

IS IT NOT TRUE that not so very long ago a Very Important Person who
claims to be all-knowing and who says that he is one of the mightiest in
Establishment boasted he would see that the area known as the Coconut
Triangle would have the bepefit of at least 10,000 tube wells within 2
short time? That our inquiries reveal that He has not confided even in
his admirers how he hopes to accomplish this gigantic task? That 10,000
tube wells looks almost superhuman considering the fact that the Water
Resources Board (WRB), which is officially in charge of this work, has
only 2 handful of wells to its credit ever since its inception? Thatitis
difficult to understand how the Mighty One can perform the miracle of
10,000 tube wells within “a short time'?! That in this connection our
investigations have revealed that there is serjous disquiet among people
who have been anxiously waiting for tube-wells about the capability and
competence so far displayed by the the WRB? That knowledgeable
circles fail to understand how the Goverpment had picked the same
people who had earlier (even in the days of the last regime) been among
those entrusted with the job of bringing groundwater to the surface
for irrigation and who had not been able to make any headway? That
whilst it not known whether the fault was theirs or someone else’s, the
Government would have done well to try out a new team!?

That even at this stage it is not too late for the Government to se"

up a new unit—built up from scratch—similar to the Wind Energy Uni®

that has been established and which has done such excellent work in-2
short time? That the Wind Energy Upit with fresh blood and new
thinking has done remarkably well so far? That it is also time that
people in high places realised that groundwater should be one of the
top priority jobs for the newly appointed District Ministers? That the
search for and exploitation of groundwater is a matter which. the World
Bank will be happy to finance! That Sri Lanka has plentitude of ground-
water with good replenishment owing to the two monsoons! That it
has been rightly said that a tube well isionly 2 hole in the ground and that
it is one of the easiest ways of obtaining water for irrigation? That if
the farms in the areas where tube and deep surface wells can be sunk
are electrified, the Green Revolution which the Governpment is waiting
for will come upon the country within a short time? That it is not
enough to talk glibly about 10,000 tube wells to' gladden the hearts of
newspaper readers? That it is essential to have the ‘well-drilling rigs
and equipment before making any boastful ‘claims? That' projecting
one's image to appear bigger than one really is an-old pastime that has
brought ruin to many hopefuls? That history has'a way of repeating itself
once too often? : :
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Dharmista

and social values to raise

the standard of living while .

lowering the cost of living
is ‘an interesting question.

It is. also urgently necessary to
make every effort to overcome
~the terrible corruption in our
midst expressed in the uncontrol-
lable profiteering which the middle-
men are guilty of and reduce some-
thing at least of both bureaucratic
bungling and the quite injustifiable
expenses that the ordinary man
and woman have to incur today
in order to live when administra-
tion becomes either too heavy
or weak. In this context a massive
politically active copsumer-resis-
tance movement seems to be peed-
ed in every part of the country
to help the people. There is a
challenge here to the Housewives
Associationy and for the formation
of active Meighbourhood Groups
in Sri Lapka—difficult as this is
in some areas—if democratic pro-
Tcesses are to be made use of and
preserved and eventually a Right-
eous Society of the People of the
Land is to be established.

There is a wide opon door to
corruption also through the MPs
chit-system which was a great
evil under the last Government
and which the present Govern-
ment pledged to remove. Now it
seems to have become a hydra-
headed monster in many morz
places and in much worse forms
than even before. We clearly
need a nation-wide network of
scrutiny by the promised Ombuds-
men. Through such scrutiny and
through other means, quite clearly
Sovernment administration must be
cleaned of political interference
and all other evils including lazi-
ness, wastage and favouritism. But
before any Ombudsman is to fune-
tion as he should, there is a clear
need for public opinion and public
pressure on the side of righteous-
ness at every level and in every
area. The norms of righteouspess

#
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should be set and taught not only
by precept but also by example
in our homes and our schools and
in University Campuses. Appoint-
ments, transfers, promotions dis-
missals— all appear to peed far
fairer treatment in many areas of
public life today. We must know
what it means to appoint people
on ‘‘merit" as has so often -been
promised—lest merit may oply
mean the merit of belonging to
or supporting the Governing Party.
Different assumptions in these mat-
ters go ill with 2 righteous society
for such a society, in any case, can
never be achieved without honesty
in these matters in the places of
power and decision.

ABOVE ALL there is a great need
for those in the corridors of power
at every moment of history to have
their ears, minds and hearts close
to the people who sent them there.
lt Is the constant temptation of
all governments to forget this—
and by so doing to lay the founda-
tions for their fall. Our President
and Prime Minister know this well
as they have revealed in their pub-
lic pronouncements.  They must
see to it that all those who advise
them and ipdeed all in power also
take heed. This is specially essen-
tial in terms of what the young
People say in their deep disappoint-
ments and in their low rumbling
even while some happily 'proceed
to and constructively wark on the
Mahaweli and other Development
Projects as more ought to do.

We need to listen to the young
people of our lapd specially if they
are the actual or potential “drop
outs” from our schools and Uni-
versities in town apd country. The
revelations in the Research Study
conducted upder the auspices of
the ' National Council of YMCAs
of iSri Lanka on Drop Outs and
the | Seminars conducted op  the
subject reveal a ' situation which
should = disturb ' every concerned
citizen from  the. President. and
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Prime Minister dowpwards. We
ought pot deliberately r to 'trdin®
people for insurgencies and vio<
lence by any lack of concern. For
the “drop outs”, we were told,

form the base of those who join

the brotherhood of pickpockets

and their training schools, become

thieves and robbers, perpetrate
acts of violefjce and cause civil
commotion, although such acts are
not always confined to school and

college “‘drop outs". Far too many

among them are' young. These:
young people in village and town

will also form a good portion of
the voters for the pext election

and there probably will be' far:
more then than now. The young

are still in the majority. And it is

worth listening to them—specially

if they are in genuine need; and

not merely exploited by other

politicians. Such listening to critics

in a free and open society which

ours is claimed to be, is a very

difficult but an absolutely essential

and supremely worthwhile task

from whatever sector these young

people come—MNorth, South, West

or East.

As in the Church, soin the State,
words do not suffice, even if the
words are ip the Creed or the
Constitution. We are called to
translate them into deeds apd each
of us according to our resources.
And in doing so we must remem-
ber that our.couptry does pot
belong merely to the President,
the Prime Minister or the Politi-
cians in Power or the Officials in
high position but to all of us. All
who are citizens have a sacred
responsibility for its well-being and
development. This is why what
Edmund Burke said many years
ago is still so true:

“All that is necessary for the
triumph of evil is that good men
do nothing.”

L 4 4
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THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY—3

UNP And Education

by Fr, Tissa Balasuriya O.M.IL,

The new government has pro-
mised in its manlfesto to reform
education so that it may bring up
in our country new persons and
a new type of society that are not
acquisitive but selfless and other
centered. It has undertaken to
create a righteous “Dharmista’ so-
ciety, based on the ethical values
of our religions.

It has promised equality of op=
portunity fer all in the country.
Education Is to foster national
harmony and a genuine self reliant
economic development. Technical
and vocational education are to
be widely expanded. National
service will be organized to give
youth the skills for work as well
as a sense of loyalty and service
to the country.

These promises include much that
is desirable in education. Our pro-
posals are in keebing with such UNP
proposals.

All the same there are some
"batic inner contradictions
within the UNP itself. Its
option for a fres economy
is contrary to its pledge of a
Just society. A frae economy
means fres rein for money,
for capital. [t means gro-
wing inagualities.
THE FREE TRADE ZONE proposal
brings out more clearly these inner
contradictions. The values of the
free economy, and the FTZ are
acquisitive,  competitive,  Indi-
vidualistic and selfish. They foster
a servility to foreign capital, a sub-
servience of the mind to the needs
and values of forsign companlies.
They need docile conformist wor-
kers; and an uncritical public opi-
plon. Profit maximization Is the
motive force.
L]
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In such an orientation of our
society the foreign compapies re-
turn to domipate our couptry.
IMF and the World Bank tend to
call the tune to public policy. The
local elite who
the greedy transitional corporations
prospers while increasingly heavy
burdens are placed on the masses
of the peopie. The secret pum-
bar accounts in the Banks will en-
courage greater corruption even
within the country. Tourism will
foster depepdence. Our cultural
values will be adversely affected
by the capitalistic ethic of acqui-
sitiveness. All theze will have their
impact on the education system.

The content of education will
tend to be more geared to sarving
these companies, and their values
The mass madia will be dominated
by the big advertisers and big capi-
tal. The Introduction of TV may
lexd to’a good eduzational use;
but the big money involved in it
will tend to make the programmes
consumeristic, TV is likely to en-
courage buying imported and lux-
ury goods; soread crime, violence,
drugs, gambling and pornography
unless the governpment is very
careful about it.

Private TY companies will pre-
bably have more impact on the
peoples’ values than the educa-
tional system and its religious
orientation, The TV may also be
an agent of government propa-
ganda. Hence there may be a link
up of government and the big
companies to the peoples’ dis-
advantage. The country is thus
faced with a baslc contradiction
betwean the values of righteous-
ness (Dharmista) and of the evils
of capitalism.

We should have no illusions
about the issues that are being
posed by the FTz that will be sited
in a largely Catholic area. Even
though it Is only 19 of the land
surface it Includes about 59, of
the population. About a fifth of
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colloborate with.

FTZ And Education

the Catholic population will be
within the area, But since its im=
pact will extent to the whole
Colombo district about a third
to half of the Catholic population
will be influepced by it.

The then Premier Mr. J. R’ -

Jayewardene explained in Parlia-
ment when the FTz bill was de-
bated that this area would be a
“robber barren land” where the
foreign companiss could come in
and combat each
provided we too got a bepefit
from it, 1t would be a sort of
“Nudist colony i1 the copvent"
that is Sri Lankz within the wider
nudist colony of South East Asia,

The President is quite clear that
in the FTZ cazital'sm, will reign
supreme. It will not b2 only un-
bridled caditalism, but rather
canitalism  with full powers and
wije state fayours. Educition of

Catholics; specially in the Westerp -

maritime aress will bs seriously
affscted by the value of the FTZ
speeially as the years go by.
(To be Continued)
NEXT WEEK
Commun’ty School
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L OFFICIAL EXCHANGE
‘ RATES
The official exchapge rates
yesterday (17.10.1978) were:
Currency Buying  Seliing |
per 100 units
Rs. Rs.
US Dollar 1565.00 [571.00
Pound Sterling 3125.10 3136.10
Deutsch Mark 851,45 85445
French Franc 370.05  371.55
Japanese Yen ~ 8.5450 8.5750
Indian Rupes 197,35 198.15
28
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Is This Necessary ?

WHITHER SRI LANKA?

The High Cost
Of Dying

by R. C. Thavarajah

WHEN OSCAR WILDE (1856-
1900), the brilliant Irish playwright
and author of several delactably
interesting books in the eveptida
of his life wrote It appears that | am
dying beyond my meins’, | am cer-
tain that he would pot have had
the slightest notion of the grossly
excessive cost of funerals, atten-
dant rites and ceremonies espe-
cially of certain sections of our
people in certain parts of this
Island Paradise of ours.

It was only the otner day that
! attended a funeral someswhere
in the North. The shock of the
relative’s death was not helf 30 un-
nerving as thet which assailed
me when | was informed of the
cost of the funaral arrapgemspts.
The undertakers' bill which ia-
cluded funeral parlour =rrange-
ments and transportztion wes Rs.
4,000/-, tha services of the gentry
who  performed sacerdotal duties,
the barber, the dhoby, hire for
furniturs, obituary noticas in the
press apnd radio, ceremonizs on
the 3rd or 5th day of death and
the rites on the 3lst day of death
amount to over Rs. 1,500/-. To
describe this expepditura as colos-
sal would be a trite understate-
ment!

I grant that undertakers and
others performing other related
services at fuperals, like everyone
alse, have to live. YYith the cost
of living on the up and up, people
must die so that they may live.
If 1 may digress—| am remirded
of a firm of Dry Cleaners with their
own peculiar but somewhat scin-
tillating sense of pun when thezy
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made ovarfures to their custo-
mars with the eye-catching slogan
“We live and dys for you."

The affluent ldla rich can afford
expensive funerals, After all, they
2re the gourmets who offen carve
thelr graves with their testh wolf-

' ing down costly food purchased

at certein exclusive and Presti-
gious Establishments dealing in im=
ported frozen food tnd quaf down
foreign liquor in the ost salect
hotsls. What about ths poor
who cannot find thz means for
evan a simple burial or cremation?
In this contest, | capnot resist the
penatratingly  profound  dictum
of Professor Tawney who siid “The
Poor, it s2ems, are heloved by their
Gods if not by their fellow mortals
for they are awarded exceptional
opportunities of dying young.”

Two years ago, after my retire-
ment, my peace of mind was dis-
turbed by a depressingly Pathetic
sicht, A poor father carried the
body of his child in a small cheap
coffin and had walked all the way
to the cemetery ag hé could not
afford even a taxi. He was accom-
paniel by two er threz friends
who shared his grisf. At the ce-
metery, he appealed to the dig-
nitary of a certaln religious order
who had completed the obse-
quies of a wealthy deceased. He
did not ask for an elaborate ser-
vice. He only wanted the minimum
for his dead child. His request
was not granted as the usual fees
had not been paid. Yet we preach
with oratorical excellence of dic-
tion, pronunciation and histrionic
flamboyance of charity!

I cannot forget the look in his
eyss. It spoke not only of grief
but also of zpn excruciating bitter-
ness that can engender the trauma
of hatred, depouncement and even
revolt.

In contrast is apother case of
an unfortupate man who too could
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not afford payment for rellgious
rites. When his plea for ths obse-
quies gratis was peremptorily re-
fused, he tock the ramains of the
dear one to the place of worship
and left it there with the trench-
ant premark that if Ged created
the being, the servants of God
should do the needful after dsath.
The Authorities were in a quan-
dry. In order to avoid the un-
pleasant consequences, they expe-
ditiously organised everything. How
many of the poor will have this
ingenuity and the gumption to
resort to this “‘techpique’?

| have no intention whatever of
beipg accused of flippant irrever-
ence. | do not wish for a moment
to ineur the wrath of the unctuous,
self-righteous, “religious’ phari-
sees who most punstilicusly insist
on the minutest detail of cere-
mony. | certaiply and most em-
phatically assert that certain reli-
gious rites and ceremonies must
be performed for the Soul of the
dear departed to attaln Eternal
Rest salvation. All this is highly
commendable.

What | fesl is objectinably
‘De Trop' is tha unnecessary ex-
pense for the observance of some
customns which are asinipely ad-
herad to with the obstinacy of the
proverbial mule. Why perpetuate
gome customs in the coptext of
progressive social changes that have
taken place apd when mest of the
people cannot afford the expen-
diture especially the poor whose
“real tragedy is that they cap
afford nothing but Self-denial'??

(To be Continued)

(‘W
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A HOLY H._‘\N REACHES
“HIS ~GOAL

Yatalawatte Sri
.Amarawansa Thero

it was in the early forties that
a middle-aged Buddhist monk of
the Ramanya Nikaya came by the
power of his reflection to the
Mahaweli riverside in Getambe,

Getambe was then an unpreten-
tious village laying claim to a few
thatched homes perilously close
to the river. An occasional car
and a still rarer bus would toot
its way near-by on the Colombo-
Kandy Road. Even bird calls could
then be heard, but pot today be-
cause city-life eats into the ope
time “sleepy”, quiet village, chang-
ing its face.

Yatalawatte Sri  Amarawapsa—
for that was his carillonic name—
was surely pleasing to gods apd
men. He wanted to live poor,
detached and with the poor. Ha
dived into the river, collected
stones, large pebbles, got a few
bricks and built his hut (kutiya)
with + his own hands; obtained a
few zinc and not-so-zinc sheets
for a roof over his head. He thus
chose for himself what normal
people wish to  get away from:
insecurity, upcertainty, anxiety.
But he . also gained much inde-
pendence and freedom of the heart.

"Then came December 1947 and
‘its unprecedented rains and flood-
ing of the Gampola - Getambe-
Peradeniya plain. In the rains of
mid-December, his simple robe
made of rags would be lost in the
wind, flung off from the clothes’
line. Soon his hut was upder wind
and water and he himself was about
to be drowned, whep people saw
him, went up to him in a boat and
rescued him to safety. But., the
village of Getambe went off the
map-
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The waters subsided. His in-
terest in people waxed strong.
Phoenix-like his hut eame up but
the people persuaded him to cross
over to the other side of the road,
a little safer from the ravaging river
silted there by years of erosion
from the tea plantations. He work-
ed on for ten years more, and
within that short decade, had pick-
ed up, literally hand-picked a monk
called Labbuduwe Siridhamma for
a project dear to him: “to
try all the time to get to the core
of Buddhim, to capture and re-cap-
ture the spirit of detachment,
radiation of metta, to carry this
core-message to men of other
lands, to get always to the root
of Buddhist sila, share its message
with the world, the whole world”".
After many labours, writings, and
a splendid vision of Getambe's
Rajopavanaramaya as a point of
radiation of Buddhiist virtue, the
venerable mopk attained Nibbana
at 6 p.m. on the 9th September 1957,

The monk he had hand-picked
from a crowd of monks was not
even his own disciple, but yet,
would carry out the wishes of Sri
Amarawansa.. For twentyone years
he kept on plugging the line, fol-
lowing the monk's mind, because
anycne who is true to Buddhism
feels that he is true to the truth.
He kept up the cherished idea of
his elder. Throughout the years,
in the most difficult moments of
his life, **he would feel some guid-
ing hand helping him to make the
right judgments with regard to
this project.” He wanted to make
of it a place of training, a place of
renewal, of meditation so that it
would be a forward-looking place
for a Buddhism of today and
tomorrow.

The Government of the Democ-
ratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lapnka
approved of his plans apnd those
of his Committee. The Committee
then decided upon 2 date for the
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first Meeting of the academic staff,
well-wishers and others and the
date fixed was the 9th September
1978, for 4.30 pm.

The meeting was upder way.
The Chairman, Venerable Labu-
duwe Siridhamma spoke of the
origin of the projected Dharma-
cakka Vidyapita. Suddenly he re-
membered. He stopped short
and told us of the Venerable Sri
Amarawansa, told us of the date
and time of his death. No one had
planned the date nor hour of this
meeting, for its auspiciouspess.
What a coincidenee it was: exactly
twentyone years earlier, the vene-
rated mopk with his wonderful
ideas for bringing people toge-
ther had gone to his reward. And
now, his ideas had reached matu-
rity, even majority {21 years) ip
the life and mind of those he left
benind. His idea had come of age.
The fifty-strong group of academic

men could not but marvel at the_
- coincidence. Sincere, open-hearted,

poor and loving those in distress,
the Venerable Yatalawatte Sri
Amarawansa had shown himself
a reformer within a reform-move-
ment of Buddhism. He had pot
been forgotten. His holy life for
people had borpe fruit.

At the gateway to Kandy's Tem-
ple of the Tooth, nestling at the
foothills of the University ity
(Peradeniya). at the confluence of
three trupk roads: Colombo-
Kandy-Nuwara-Eliya, the Traip-
ing and research school augurs
well for the future.

Michael P. Rodrigo. O. M. |-

L-E 3 i o R S
"KOVOOR
Sir,

It is considered unpatriotic today
to sing Praises of Western Culture,
Yet, whichever way you cut it,
modernisation in a country such

a8 ours s vitally “dependent on
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Western Culture. Threugh it
we automatically .became heirs to
a great intellectual tradition. This
heritage of reason. enabled us to
free men physically from the con-
fines of nature. But more, it enabled
us to free men's minds.

Yet we are schizophrenic. Be-
cause we are too close to the
beliefs of the past—backward be-
- liefs—beliefs made rigid by supers-
tition. These sanctified by tradi-
tion and sometimes by religion
have trapped even those who are
part of the modernising process,
in a labyrnth of ignorance, fear
and idolatary.

It .is only appropriate that at
this schizophrenic  juncture in
our intellectual evolution, a
prophet of the stature of Abraham
T. Kovoor held the national stage.
But his fame spread beyond our
shores, particularly to the land of
his birth, Mother India, the home
of so many charlatans even for this
deceitful age.

If Abraham T. Kovoor failed to
make a clean sweep of conversions,
if he failed to strangle the last
superstition with the entrails of
its propagator, it was because he
lived in 2 world, too complex in
its contradictions to be satisfied
with 2 humapist ethic. It would
not be for want of ability, for want
of effort, or for want of dedication.

I met Kovoor a week before
he died, scarce realising that that
was our last goodbye. Weighed
down by illhealth though he was,
the fight was still in him. His mind
was keen as a razor edge, as he
met and dealt with tne supersti-
tions of the day.

Many people on our subconti-
nent owe a debt to Kovoor. Be-
cause it was he who awakeped in
them the thirst for the trath, a
crusaders’ deligence in uncovering
the truth and ap evangelists's dedi-
catlon in propagating the: truth.

‘These lines are- an- attempt to
acknowledge my debt.

Jayantha Somasundaram

k! |

Guaranteed Price
Scheme For Tea

I write to thank you for having
published my letter dated 25th
August 1978 under the heading
“Tea Producers and Yorkers in
Dazpger'" ip your issua datad Sep-
tember 16, 1976 which, and an
earlier letter on the subject, the
State-controlled Prass apnd the li-
berated Press did not publish. .

The letter appears to have had a
salutary
that-be have, at long last, decided
to bring into operation a Guaran-
teed Price Scheme for Tea as from
Ist October 1978 according to 2
news item apPearing under banner
headlines in the Ceylon Daily News
of September 29, 1978.

1 shall await until | reéeive the
Tea Commissioner's new formula
on the subject before commenting
on the adequacy or othzrwise of
the offer made by the Government
which has set apart rupees sixty
million for relief to producers
from the sum of well over Rs.
3300 million wnich the Goyerps
ment will receivs from the pro-
ducers for the year by way.of Ex-
port Duty alone at Rs. 16/20 per
kilo without taking into' account
the millions of rupeas it will re-
ceive by way of the Ad-valorem
Sales Tax. Incidentally, India = has
recently reduced the Export Duty
on Indian tea to Rs. 2/- per kilo
against the Export Duty of Rs.
16/20 per kilo on Ceylon Tea.
This -mzy not affect ths sales, of
Sri Lanka teas abroad crop-wise
but it is bound to 2ffect the price
at which Sri Lank  teas willl be
saleable and: the . producers . will
suffer.

‘“The increase of the marufactur-
ing charges to” Rs. 3/05 per Fkilo
or Rs. If38 per |b.. - of made eta
will cover 'the cost of manufacture.
I' hope that,a certain 2mount or
percentage will' be allowed as a
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effzct and the powers~

orofit - margin- to cover : the ex-
tremely high present cost of de-
preciation on machinery, and an
incentive payment to produce qua-
lity teas.

It must be pointed out that the
producers are not asking the Gov-
ernment for apy financial assistance.
They are only begging for a frac-
tion of the thousands of million
rupees of tnzir own money which
the Goverpment is taking away
from them by way of the Export
Duty and the Ad VYalorem Sales
Tax apart from other taxes.

Producers haye had to wait almost
one year since the last Budget
to obtain some ralief. And the cost
of production of tea will rise still
higher 2fter Mr.- Ronnia de Mel's
next Budget in a faw week's time
when' he grants an all-round wage
increase to all workers which will
help to increase inflation which
producers cap face end cope with
if t=a prices are not controlled
internally by extortionate taxation.

Robert Harley
Monte Cristo Estate,
Nawalapitiya.
30.9.78

SNIPPETS

Its all right to hold a conver-

sation, but you should Jet

go of it now and then.
—Richard Armour

Nothing is at last sacred as the
integrity .of your own -mind.
—Ralph Waldo Emerson

The hardest arithmetic to mas-
ter is ‘that which enables wus
to count our blessings.

—Eric Hoffer

Inferiors » revolt in order that
they may be equal, and equals
ithat they /may be superior.
Such is the - state of mind
~which creates .reyolutions.

—Aristotle
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Confidentially

IS IT NOT A FACT that the
Eisenberg & Co. saga wa bagag
in this colump last waesk has brouzht
us a flood of information? That
it will be somatime bafore wa
can process all that has com2 in
for publication! That for the mo-
ment what is Important is the
fact that the efforts of Eisenberg
& Co., to saddle this Sri Lanka
governmant with a loan of billien
dollar magnitide still continues?
That with the M:Namara pro-
mise that the World Bank would
back the Accelerated Mihawali
Plan to the fullest with evary ceat
it may requirs, operators lika
Eisenberg & Co., have to look
to other fields for such invest-
ment? That the interest these pri-
vate banking syndicates demand is
a minimum of 7.5%! That it is-
one thing to get foraign collabora-
tion for 1 joint venture but a totally
difereat matter to borrow moaney
at high rates of interest to sat
ud an industry or an undartaking?
That the Governpment must exer-
cisz the greitsst caution bafore
sanctioning the inflow of such
capltal from private banking and
lending circles? That if this is per-
mitted to go on uncheckad, it
can create a dangerous situation
so far as the country is concerped?
That 'if * such  private  foreign
financers are able to get a grip
of important sectors of the Sri
Lanka ezonomy, it will mean the
insiduous return of a pew form
of colonialism which is popularly
known as neocolojialism? That free-

bootaers try to laugh nes-colonia-

lism out as a dirty word but the
concept and ' understanding of
nes-colonialism has come to stay
in all developing and third werld
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countries! That whilst loans from
Private buccanesring bankers will
apen the floodgates of neo-colo-
nlalism, loans from institutions like
the [BRD, ADB, IMF, espedially
the soft loans at rates of interest
just over 2%, are now regarded by
many on 2 differant footing? That
the IBRD and IMF are known de-
vils and their earlier Shylockian
tendencies have been largely cur-
bed? That IBRD's hard loapns make
the going more dificult? That
some soclalist countries now think
it all right to seek [BRD loans?
That it is true that the prims ob-
jective aad purpose of the [BRD
is to sustain the capitallst sys-
tem? That in the earlier days of
the cold war, the IBRD was sqooty
about helping countries that flirted
with socialism? That therafore it
found that one way of da-stabilis-
ing young developing natioas re-
aching out to socialism was to oFer
aid to public sestor undartakings
in these countries? That the [BRD
has travelled a lonz way in the
last thirty years and today it has
flexible and ambivalent policizs
which are able to do muzh more
for private enterpriss and capita-
lism than the earlier hardline
policies? That, in spite of softeaing
by the IBRD to sall canitalism to
poor third world countries, it is
till a hard sell? That in more re-
cent times, the IBRD has adonted
policies which it3 sister orgzanisa-
tion, the IMF,finds hard to swallow!
IS IT NOT TRUE that the IMF still
displays tough Shylazkian tenden-
cies? * That IMF methodology has
brought disastar to maay small
countries? That countries like
Mexico have oftan threataned to
revolt against the IMF! That the
narrow inflexible policies of the
IMF has led to the capitalistic
more forward-looking countries
of Western Europe to set up a
new organisation kpown as the
European Monetary Fupd (EMF1)
That many feel that the EMF,
when it is brought into opara-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Big Finance

tional functioning at the end of
the year, will be an alterpative
to the IMF? That It Is said that
after this the developing natlons
have a new institutionallsed alter-

- pative to the IMF, the World Bank

(IBRD) and other agencies in the
same genrel That the first big
step in this flnancial transformation
is the European Mopstary System
(EMS) proposed by West Germany
and France and approved at Bremen
by the nine heads of state of the
European Community on July 7,
over the strepuous cpposition of
Great Britain? That as the Euro-
pean Monteary System (EMS) takes*
effect by stages it will, through
its European Monetary Fund (EMF),
replace the IMF and serve as a head-
quarters for absorbing presently
unwanted and misused American
dollars? The EMF will take its dollar
holdings and use them to make
long-term [ow-interest loaps to
industrial-development and ener-
gy projects around the world? That
the Arab Monetary Fupd, with
plans to greatly increase its § 700
million reserves. Intends to link
up with the EMS's Fund early?
what the highly development-
oriented Bapnk of Islam, in wnich
41 Islamic nations participate, i
considering parailel measures; and
the African = Development Bank,
having gained Japanese involve-
ment, has requestad West German
participation to reach a 70 percent
increase in capitalisation? That
Mideast gold purchases have soared
since Bremen? That thus the EMS
Is, and 1s designed to be, what
one senior West German official
just after Bremen called “the sead-
crystal of a new monetary system?”'
That the European press also re-
fers to it as the “Grand Design".
After the Grand Design of Sully,
the [6th century economic coup-
selor of Henri iV of France, who
fought to develop world industry
and technology from the top down
against his feudal opponents?

Py
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A Studio Times .Publication

Handbook

for the
Ceylon Farmer

by Agricola

St This is an_ambitious_project for how can a_single volume cover
the tremendous field of agrlculture? The achievenient is that it does
so most effectively. A"handbook is not an" encyclopaedic work or
treatice. It is what it ‘$ays it is a1 bock'te’ keep at hand and read
znd verify to get ~your -basics srightzs.. have, it arcund for your
family to read. If ycu are a professmna'l in agriculture and farming,
check your premises by reading the Handbook......"

Review in Sunday Observer, 8-10 78.

o ’ Revised Edition
Available| at a0 Gk

STUDIO TIMES 2572 llustrated -and updated

Times Building

Colombe I R ar Price Rs. 65/-
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