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SOVIET  PERIODICALS

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
1979—1980— 1981

Title |l Year 2 Years 3 Years

Rs.Cts Rs.Cts Rs.Cts

Soviet Union 12.00 20.00 24.00
Soviet Woman 10.00 16.00 20.00
Soviet Literature 15.00 24.00 30.00
Culture And Life 12.00 20.00 24.00
nternational Affairs 16.00 24.00 32.00
socialism Theory & Practice 12.00 20.00 24.00
Sociai Sciences 36.00 55.00 72.00
Soviet Film 15.00 24.00 30.00
Sputnik 50.00 75.00 100.00
Sport in the USSR 12.00 20.00 24.00
New Times 16.00 24.00 32.00
Moscow News 16.00 24.00 32.00
Moscow News Information 16.00 24.00 32.00
Asia & Africa Today 15.00 24.00 30.00

In addition to the beautiful colour calender
each subscriber will receive, ONE lucky
subscrtber will be offered by the publishers
a 2-week free tour of the USSR
including air passage.

People’s Publishing House Ltd,,

124, Kumaran Ratnam Road,
Colombo 2.

Telephone: 36111,
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Letter Prom The Editor

ON THE COVER this week we have a happy picture reflecting a sense of
well-being. The papaw fruit has foralong time now becomea rarity difficule
to get even at high prices. Smiling faces had disappeared from practically
the entirety of the middle and lower brackets of wage-earners in the public
sector. Part of their grievance was that they had received a raw deal from
all goverpments since Independence: that similarly aualified (or less qualified
‘Persons) doing comparable work in the private sector were paid considerably
higher remuneration with far greater perks and fringe benefits. Even if
this unfair and diseriminatory salary structure was not the scle determinant—
as it was often made out to be—of the inefficiency, incompetence, lethargy
and corruption in the public sector, it was used as the smokescreen to mount
a defence of the Sri Lanka public servant. The poor salaries paid in the
public sector is also said to be a major cause for the brain drain which has
depleted this country of much of its talent during the last 15 to 20 years,
The Finance Minister and the UNP Government have, by their Second Budget,
taken 2 bold and courageous step in providing massive relief and in offering
gubstantial concessions to the salary and wage-earners in the entire public
sector in the belief and hope that they will respond to the Government’s
gesture in a way that will have baneflzial imoact on the adminlstrative machi-
nery of government. There is not the slizghtest doubt that the apathy and
indifference to work increasinglv displaved by public servants has not only
brought the mazhinery and administration virtually to a halt but had also
adversely affected all developmental activity. Tribune, readers will reeall,
has devoted a great deal of its space in recent months to the problams of
puhlic servants. Mora recently, from last week, in our column CONF!-
.@ENTMLLY, we have begun a serjes aqtitled THE LION AND THE BUREAUCRAT
spotlighting the demoralising activities of the politicalised members of
this tribe who have once 2gain beun to per ade the sosio-economic,
political and cultural scene in the country in 2 way that will undoubtedly
undermine the popularity of the ruling party 2s well as erode the stability
of the government. The question that concerns all those interasted in the
future well-being of the country is whether omudliz sar/aats il respond
adequately to the really stunandous gesture from the government in the
Budoet. Aswe g0 to press, raports indicate that the bulle of nubliz servants,
though happy about salary increase and tax raliefs, are cautiously suspisious
whether the banefits given by the right hand of the government will not
be taken away by the left through surreptitious gazette notifications increas-
ing prices and imposing other lavies that will nullify the benefits bestowed
on them. In the context and circumstances of the nrasant situation, nrices
ate bound to g0 up with the gradual withdrawal of subsidies and the spiralling
prices in the world. The way public servants can contend with this is
not by asking the government for more or decrving the goternment’s policies
but by working harder to increase production and productivity so that
_value of the Sri Lanka rupee goas up in the world currency markets. It is
J‘ enly when our currency gets stronger that prices of essentials in Sri Lanka
will start climbing down. To achieve this degree of improvement in our
ecopomy, a great deal will depend on the resurgence of purposeful and
meaningful work by our public servants—rangirg frem the lowliest labourer
to the highest Secretary, from the semi-skilled hand to the qualified
selentist and from all men apd women in uke clerical grices in the big
central institutions In Colombo and the little offices In remot2 villages.

Unless the entire public service, Including the corporation ststor, pul!
heir weight, little progress will be made.
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EDITOR’S uogao’ox

Air Crash, Budget Amend.
ments, TULF

The  headlines that Fipance
Minister Ronnie de Mel's Second
Budget would have normally earped
in all the daily papers was lost in
the staggering news of the air
erash pear Katunayake which be-
came one of the top headlines
in the world press and which stole
~ the front-page headlinies and column
space in all Sri Lanka dailies for
four or five days. The disastrous
air crash took place less than four
hours after the Fipance Minister
finished his speech in Parliament
outlining the Budgetary proposals
for 1979. But for this crash, Ronnie
de Mel's “revolutionary™ tax pro-
posals would'have held the headlines
for several days—as it happened
it was mainly relegated to the
inside. pages except for a prelimi-
nary mini-splash on the front page,
In spite of the fact that Ropnie
de Mel's budget was pushed into
the background by the DC-8 cragh,
the proposals have a validity that
merit serious study and considera-
tion. .

Tribunie researchers are, at the
moment, busy examining the various
aspects and implications of the
Budget proposals. They have to
be examined ip the context of the
Gazette potifications that preceded
the Budget and those that have
come after the Budget (and many
more are yet to come, no doubt).
During the period before tha bud-
get, the prices of cigarettes and
alcoholic beverages, especially ar-
rack were increased; the ‘betting
tax was pushed up: the inter-
nal telecommunication char-
ges Were increased as were the
‘inland postal charges and electri-
city charges were also increased.
Subsidies had been quietly re-
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moved from a npumber of itams
and this too had tended to in-
crease prices of certain esseptials.
After the budget there have been
gazette notifications on a variety
of small matters decresing the
increase or decrease of import and
export duties consistent with the
“liveralisation™ policies to set pri-
vate enterprise in Sri Lanka op
its feet. The export duty on a
large number of minor export
crops; e.g. cardamoms, cloves, etc.
etc. have been reduced to make
them more competitive in the
world markats.  Many, including
economic “experts’”, had expected
a sizeable lowering in the export
duty on tea, particularly in view
of the increase in the wages—to
offer the producers, producing cor-
porations and eompanies an in-
ducement in the form of higher
profits (which would also help in
the generation of canital for re-
investment to moderpise -plant, eq-
uipment and even agricultural tech-
niques).

But, the really big bang gazette
notifications will, it is not expected,
come until much later—some
think that it will be after Christmas
and New Year holidavs and the first

round of local government elec- -

tions in lanuary 1979. This will
also coincide with the OPEC price
increase resulting in a hike in the
price of petroleum products, The
gazette to increase the price of
wheat will probably come around
the Maha harvest, or sooner if the
sigzns for the harvest are propi=
tious. However, thers are a number
of other matters which need investi-
gation. The state monopoly of the
import of sugar has been ended
and the import duty fixed at Rs.
2.00 a 1b. What will this mean in
terms of consumer prices?

Mr. Ropnie de Mel’s proposals
about tax reliefs have been dis-
sected threadbare in the daily
press, but insufficient attention has
been paid to the matters not dealt
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Gazette Taxotion

with fully in either the Budget
speech or the proposals. Take, for
instance, the question of the rela-
tions with the IMF, especially in
regard to the matter of the Ex-
tended Fund Facility (EFF). News
items had appeared that an IMF
team led by Mr. Douglas Scoté
(or is it Andrew Scott?) had come
to this island to study the way
the Sri Lanka government was con-
ducting its economic policies ‘and
programmes. News reports had fur-
ther suggested that he was all praise
for the way Sri Lapka's economy
was being  “ managed', but poth-
ing was said about the conditions
stipulated as sine quo non for
getting a substantial three-year EFF
credit.  (The requirements, like
cutting subsidies for the pormal
annual standby credit were being
obviously complied with by Sri
Lanka in a phased-out three or
four year period). Knewledgeable
circles say that the IMF was satis-

ﬂed_ with the Sri Larka performance ;
agd that they were willing to grant.

a very geperous EFF for a small
prckage of “conditions™ mainly con-
cemned with the reduction of du-
ties to boost exports and offer
greater profit margins to the pro-
ducers who will be faced with
higher wages. Rumours indicate
that the package the IMF wanted
could not be fulfilled by the Ministry
of Finance because the Cabinet
had thrown out any reduction of
tea export duties. However, all
is not lost hecause the IMF is in a
flexible and paternal mood so far
as Sri Lapnka ig concerned—very
different from what the IMF is to
other developing countries.  Sri
Lanka is bound to receive boupties
under the EFF, but it would haye
been wiser for the Finance Minister
to take Parliament and the country
into his confidence op this matter—
rather than permit wild rumours
to be circulated zbout the dark
machinations of the IMF,

T 17

It is also a pity that the daily
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Relations. With IMF

press, which h-s access to news
and iaformation not ordinarily avai-
lable to others, does not tzke the
trouble to analyse any question in
a critical or constructive way. Take
the question of the IMF. All the
news reports only seek to pat the
Government on its head and to
scratch the backs of local officials
for the good work done. The
Ceylon Daily News on November &,
had a front-nage two column
piece: SUCCESS STORY WITH
No PARALLEL: “Sri  Lapka’s
smooth switch-over from a clo-
sed economy to a complately fres
one Is without parallel and a suc-
cess story that is now being stu-
died by financial experts the world
over. Mr. Douglas Scott, who
headed the IMF team to Sri Lanka,
is reported to have made this com-
ment. Mr. Scott hagalso said in his
40 years as a financier half of which
was with the IMF working in deve-
loping countries normally aswitch-
over of economic policies, as has
happened, in Sri Lanka since Nov-
ember last year, would have played
havoc with the overall economy.
Prices would have skyrocketed and
imports after such a long period
of restriction would have flooded
the country. A study has revealed
that in Sri Lanka this has pnot hap-
pened. Price levels have increased
but to very satisfactory levels
and imports have not become un-
usually high—luxury Items made
up only |.5 per cent of total im-
ports during 1977 and 1978. At
the same time the Government
has been able to give adeguate
and necessary incentive to increase
production while maintaining the
balance of payments position at 2
satisfactory level. What was most
impressive was that today's world
of finance and investment, both at
Government and private level, has
begun accepting 5ri Lanka as a safe
growth economic zone."”

The Ceylon Daily Mirror, also of
November & (K, Muttukumar re-
porting) had =z similar report:

3 .

‘PRESIDENT'S  POLICIES  LAU-
DED: IMF SATISFIED WITH SRI
LANKA'S PERFORMANCES: *“A
four-man IMF team which was
here during the past two weeks
has reportedly expressed satis-
faction with Sri Lanka's perfor-
mances to accelerate the pace of
development and speed up econo-
mic growth. Mr. Douglas Scott,
Chief of Asia Division of the Fund
headed the team.

the realistic and pragmatic mea-
sures adopted by the government
led by the President, Mr. J. R. laye
wardene te steer the couptry in
the right direction and ensure
better living standards for the
people. The team also expressed
satisfaction’ with the Minister of
Finance and Planning, Mr Ronnie
de Mel's fiscal and monetary poli
cies adopted in the last budget,
the sources added. The fund’s dele-
gation had discussions with the
Minister of Finance, and Planning,
Mr Ronnie de Mel, top officials of
the Central Bank, the Food Com-
missioner, officials of the Paddy
Marketing Board, and of the Ministry
of Plantation Industries, Tea Board
etc -

“The Fund was now considering
granting us loans under the
Extended Fund Facility and Supp-
lementary Finance Facility.  Last
MNovember, the Fund gave a stand
by loan of 93 million SDRs to tide
over our payments problems. The
sources also szid that that was
the first time Sri Lanka had been
recognized for consideration under
the extended Fund Facility in addi-
tion to the standby lean Goverp-
ments have to show better per-
formances in public finance, mone-
tary policy and general economic
development to qualify for the
Extended Fund Facility which
usually gives higher loans, Earlier
the Daily Mirror exclusively re-
ported that IMF placing Sri Lapka
among countries worthy of consi-
deration of Extended Fund Facility
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According to-
informed sources the team lauded *

implied that the [BRD and ADB
viewed favourably the progress
achieved by the Government and
was an indication that the coun-
try’s credit rating was at a much
higher level than it was earlier
The IMF delegation will submit
its report to the Managing Direc-
tor of the IMF for final decision
on grenting loans under the Ex-
tended Fund Facility and Supple-
mentary Finance Facility.”

Both reports only chroni-

cled the matters with which

the IMF were satisfied. But
what about matters about
which fhey were not satis-
fied? What about their com-
ments on the way subsidies
were being cut? What about
their evaluation of actual per-
formance? And, to cut a long
story short, what about the

IMF package ‘‘conditions” for

granting the EFF and SFF

(Supplementary Finance Faci-

lity) ? X

When will the Sri Lanka

media grow up and analyse,

interpret and comment in a

way as to help readers to

understand what is really tak-
ing place.

The air crash is now all but for-
gotten, but the Budget—still in-
complete and uncertain without
the inevitable Gazette rotifications
to come—is 2 continuing matter.
And it will be a changing, coritiruing

and developing budget. And in
the  topsy-turny  circumstances
prevalent in the world today,

budgets In every country do re-
flect a fluidity and a changeability
that was never before known.
In the past a budget was a fixture
in which all the taxes, levies, re-
liefs, etc. etc. were set out once
and for all for a year. But today
it is different. World conditions
compel changes every month cr week
in & way one could not have
anticipated. Domestic fluctuations
often call for even greater changes.
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It s a trite truism to repeat
that we live in & changing world.
Within a matter of ten weeks of
the promulgation of the New
Constitution, Amesndment Num-
ber One was rushed through
Parliament in just one day together
with a Bill to set right the apo-
malies the Court of Appeal had
spotlightad in ‘the Special Presi-
dential Commissions Act. Few peo-
ple realise that the days
when clauses in a Constitution
were cassidered sacrosant,
Irrevocable and unchangeable are
over. Everything is changeable
and amendable nowadays.

And this has become more

so with the kind of Legal

Draftsman's Department we

now appear to have. The

“lapse’” in the Special Presi-

dential Commission Act is

something which any sovern-
ment shouid be ashamed
of. Many governments
in similar situations
have given the benefit of
such a lapse to the “accused”—

and Amendmeits were in-.

troduced only for subsequent
impiementation.

The  President, according
to The [ndependent (17/11/78)
was not at first agrezable fo
amendnients until the Sup-
reme Court had pgiven its
verdict, but an impatient Ca-
binet, it reported, had “‘per-
suaded” ‘the President to go'
along with them ¢to rush the
Amendments through Pars
liament immediately. The
members of the Cabinet, many
of them high calibra lawyers,
who had in the first instance
a2pproved laws so hadly drafted,
should go azbout in remorse
in sack clothes and ashes
for baing party to suchlegisla-
tion. Instead they are revel-
fing in self-complacent
speeches about ¢the vights of
the judiciary =2nd the legls-
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lature—the Courts’ ‘“inde-
pendence” was the right to
fnterprat, the Executive acep-
ted such interpretations, but
the Legislature (at the inse
tance of Executive) had the
sovereign right to  rectify.
even with retrospactive ef-
fact, the mistakes pointed out
by the Judicatura.

Theugh there is no aovubt thot
the Special Presidential Commission
Act as it stood before the pew
Ameandment, did not have the
powers for which it was spezially
set up, but the Amendment hastily
rushed through has left a bad taste
and a baa stench. :

Pzople must have confidence that

legislation thot is  being adopted

at such a terrific speed is pro-
perly drafted se that po sooaer
the Courts made a decision that
is unpalatable to the Executive,
the steam-rcller majority in Parliz-
ment is pot used to effect amend-
ments to make laws the Exezutive
find convenient for their purposes.
If this becomesa regular practice
the independence of the judjciary,
the separation of powers, and the
balances and checks in a Constitu-
tion would become a mockery.
If amendments became the order
of the day after every judgement,
the situation would be no different
from what it was under the Sirima-
Felixian days of Emergency.

Press headlines have indicaied that in
future all legislation would go be-
fore the Attorney General for
screening! But does that pubiic
have adequate confidence in the
Attorney-General or his Depart-
ment considering the record during
the last three or four yeirs or so
from the heights of Sirimavo-.
Felixian Emergency laws and CJ.C
Tourts to the presently unstabls
equilibrium in dharmista land of
chonging laws and 2mending legls-
latlon? Hag the government taken
any action against those responsible
for such bad drafting? To pass the
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buck from the Legal Draftsman t©
the Attorney General, in so far as
drafting - legislation Is eoncerned
will prebably be only 2 case of Jump-
ing from the frylng pan into the
fire. It is to be hoped that the news-
pazer headlines about the Attorney
General being vested with powers to
overlook all legislation will not be
put into operation.

Ope other matter from which
headlines were expected to flow
last weel¢ related to the TULF
with the balated return of leadar
Amirthalingam to the island eon
November [4-after 74 days accord-
ing to opne newspaper. Thera
weare suggestions that 2 Second
Amendment to the Canstitution
would comes fast and furiously
permitting MPs to quiit their
parties on grounds of ‘“‘conse
cience' and still retain their geats.
Up to the time of writing this
Amendment has not been tabled.
Ope would have thought that such
an amendment would kave bacomd
necessary towards the tail-end of
this Parliament before the General
Elections on Proportional Repre-
sentation when the balance of
power would make it npeces-
sary for horse deals and defections
to form governments.

Amirthalingam’s TULF  does
not seem to know what to do.
It has postponed decisions stating
that it was awaiting an “ipvitation”
from the President to consider
the question of accepting District
Ministership. It is funny to hear of
“invitations" knowing how intensely
TULF  stalwarts had negotiated
for District Ministership even be-
fore Amirthalinagm embarked eon
his global odyssey.

Is this blah-blah about ipvics-
tions only a2 smokescresn for
*Barkis is willing'? Is this the reason
why the threatened Second Amend-
ment has been held back? Is this

why the section of the Jaffna “mili- -

tant youth'" has quit the TULF?

4




* Rethinking On Impores

The TULF leaders continite to
revel in hair-splitting quibbles ab-
out Eelam whilst the position of
the TULF has eroded to.the point
of their standing, popularity and
reputation even in the laffna peninsu-
la Is being undermined. Qutside the
peninsula the TULF is a dead duck
unless itcan produce a political
gimmicl to havea short-lived flutter.

Whither the TULF is a question
on the lips of not only Tamils but
also all thosa interested in the
future of the minorities?

A e

A YEAR AGO

Seven Million Poor

—and the fairyland of imporied
luxuries—
by R. Kahawita

This articie by R. Kahawita,
which we will publishk In thres
parts, was written by him
during his stay in Montreal
in August 1978. Though three
months have gone by since the
article was written, everything
he says has even greater vali-
dity now. R. Kahawita is a
WUNPer the party hierarchy and
membership cannot and should
not ignore—If the UNP is dedi-
cated to the weli-being of the
country—Editor.

TO BE CLEAR, three hundred
and sixty five days ago, we set out
on a jourpey of recreating our
country and to guide our people
into a pnew way of life. We fixed
our ideals on a democratic way of
life and the new social order we
hoped to build, we have called a
“Dharmista Soclety’”’. We offered
this ideal to the people a year ago
to date and they accepted the
offer. The people accepted us be:
€ause they wanted a change, a ¢hange
for the better, after years of pri-
vations, hardships, and under star

5

vation. They went through it un-
murmuringly because they were
coerced Into the belief that a better
day would come. That better day
never came, even at the end of
the seven years. Why that day
never came is being Inquired into
today by several Presidential Com-
missions.

The people have had enough
of the promises and the waiting
to see those
So they decided to make a change
on 2lst July 1977 when the people
became - apprehensive that the
Government they voted in May
1970 had deceived them and that
the pledge of a better deal than
the 1965-70 was promised solely
to get into power, and having got
into power, they brushed aside
the people and embarked on an
ideological rampage for the benefit
of the represeptatives whom they
trusted apnd elected into power.
The trickery their elected repre-
sentatives resorted to is being
revealed now at the Commissions
of Inquiry. These revelations will
strengthen the power the people
have to change a Government
and to punish the evil doers. The
peolle are capable of doing it again
as long as they choose to follow a
democratic way, The moral is,
we should always bear this in
mind and work with the peo-
ple and for the people.

During the year, Just concluded,
the country has gone through
communal  upheavals, viclent
party rivalry, and disturbances in
olir economic lives due to inter-
national economic erruptions. None-
theless we have moved fast; much
has been achieved; much has been
planned; much more has beep pro-
mised; and what Is going to be
done has been detailea with ex-
uberance at political and party
meetings and through the mass
media controlled by the Govern-
ment.

What has been achieved so far
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promises fulfilled. ,

is a pizeable inventory and wa have
not hesitated to recount these
deeds on every occasion that came
our way, and in doses to suit the
occasion, and in a manner the pec-
ple can swallow them. The esta-
blishment also has done their share
of publicising what they have done
to fulfil the promises made by
their bosses when they stepped
into the scene. The pzople are
aware of all these; but z1l what we
said so far are on the credit side
ef our stewardhip.
THIS KIND of an informatios
servicz is very pecessary to mair=
tain that flicker of hope we gave
the people a year ago, and im-
portant to keep ourselves at the
helm for the balanece period of
our stewardship or may be there-
after—if the people were to be
pleased and glve us another chance.
However nromises: alene do not
lead the people to where they
want to go, they must also feel
that a breeze iy blowing to waft
away the dark clouds that over-
shadowed them for saven years;
thet something is being done for
them; that today is better than
yasterday; that they have a fuller
stomach tocday than a year ago.
This is thelr yerdstick with which
they would measurz cur attions
end not with what we say. This
nmust be in the forefront of our
minds. We must constantly remind
the people what has to be done
yet.
Wae are, after one year, still
on the minus side of our
accounting on cost of living,
scarcities and employment op-
portunities.  Stil! we have
seven million people hanging
on to the starvation line and
one million five hundred thoue
sand waiting to' be employed.
Though we claim that many
a liberty and freedom have
been restored to the people
yet hunger, unemployment,
shortages in essentials. high
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cost of living are stalking our
paths to a better life, with
greater persistance than we
experienced a year ago. There-
fore let us speak; not of what
we have done, but of what
we¢ have not done. Let the
people know what we have
not done, why we did not do
them, and why we cannot do
them overnight.

This is what the people want
to know to sustain their faith in- a
Dharmista Society for which they
gave their whole hearted sup-
port.- ' A year, the people think,
is too long to wait to ease their
suffering. Hunger knows no logic;
to them it is now or never—they
are selfish and what looms large
in their mind is only their hardships.

For which they demand immediately
relief. “Once bitten twice shy
philozopny.’
We have counted almost seven
million people needing subsidized
food. Many of them are on the bor-
der line of hunger; they form a
majority in a voting list and they
have the last say. When it comes
to a change, it is not our elected,
nor the bureaucrats, nor those
who enjoy the good things of life
that make the decisions. These
seven million are the decision
makers. They who will ultimately
control the Dharmista Society to
which we have promised to [ead
them. So what should be the ap-
proach to give them relief?

IN THE MIDST of their depriva-
tion and hunger, what do these
people see! A life of luxury or
those gadgets that tend towards
fuxuripus living. They are on the
pavements, in the big shops, in the
food markets and on the roads of
the cities and towns. Nene of these
things they can ever hope to own,
handle or taste.

For seven long years they have
not seen them. And now they are
in plenty. How did this happen
overnight? Yet we say that it will
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be years before we can supply
their basic needs in plenty. These
are their thoughts while searching
the dust-bins for a morsel of food
to keep themselves alive. Can we
blame the massés, when they say
the rich can pay Rs. 13/- for impor-
ted meat but we capnot buy any
maldive fish for the love of mopey.
While wandering the pavements
of cities and towns in search of
amployment, they see the limousi-
nes and expensive cars speeding
past them. If they cap get a tenth
of the value of that limousine they
and their families are good for life.
So their minds work and keep
on scheming for their day to come.

All this extravagant living is at

our expense, so they say.

Today, it is this seven million
people we counted almost a
year ago that matter. Not
the men and women who
ride the limousines past them,
while they over turn the gar-
bage bins in search of food
which they cannot afford fo
buy. All what these people
want is their food to keep
the spark of life flickering.
Can we blame them for ask-
ing persistently the question:
“How have the luxuries
come into the country,
to satisfy the ‘Hamuduruvos
and Mahatmayas’ while our
group is on the verge of star-
vation?” ;

We did not cast our votes
to build up this kind of society
is the inquiring question thay
ask. We woanted food and
clothing and employment op-
portunities to earn a living
and what do we find at the
end of a year? Price of our
food has shot up, they are
scarce, what we earn, if we
can find employment Is not
sufficient to buy our food. Go
these seven millions. this is
the scene staring themin them
faces, and they say this is
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the scene the present Govern-
ment has created aftsr one
year.

NO DOUBT, there are rezsons,
and Very good opes at that, why we
see these luxury items around us.
These are circumstances beyond
our control to effect a change in
the scene that the less privileged
see. There are several ways of
explaining why all these zre neces-

sary and how they crept into the

present situation. Such explanations
will satisfy the trained economists,
social and political planners, finan=-
ciers etc., but not the man who is
on the verge of starvation who
feels that his future is blasted and
that his needs are relegated to a
limbo of forgotten things till the
next elections are round the corper.

This is the ommission we have to
make good in the coming years.
Today, we have to replace promises

by actions, by results, so that these

people (almost all down  trodden)
feel the impact of what the govern=
ment is doing for them. They must
hear the thunder after the flash of
lightning—for like lightning  they
changed a government—to. Secure
their food, clothing and living space.

During the year, we have told
the people that we have got all
the meney in the world to lead
the country to prosperity; that
we are ready to implement all our
plans and projects, to produce
food, to create employment, to
reduce the cost of essentials they
need. In addition the rich coun-
tries of the world have given us
standby credit, grants of food,
loans, aid and gifts, knowledge
and know-how. As a result we
have been able to liberalize imports,
trade and travel.

But the question these peo-
ple raise is “What goad is
thzt to us? Champange, ca-
viar and chees~ are not for
us; we want just tha: bit of
rice and something te eat

6
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with ‘t, but within our means.
Our earning capacity is
still the same as what it was,
we want a change in these
matters—may be trivialities
to many. but to us it is life
and death.”

"lWith these thoughts haunting
the minds of our people, what do
they see advertised in the daily
papers and over the Commercial
Broadcasting System. Sophisicated
raaio apnd cassete players, non-
frosting refrigerators, air condi-
tioners, technologically perfect
and automatic cake and food mixers,
washing machines and dishwashers,
super quality clothing, cheese and
biscuits, lawn mowers and motor
cycles, Mercedes Benz cars and so
on.

The list of imports keeps on
lengthening as the imports arrive.
Whzt about their needs? Who im-
ports them! Where do they buy
them? What have they got to do

get tham and at what price?
They are mot told these. They do
pot know.

So when they see the things

they can never hope to buy

they become angry and res-
tive, angry because they voted
us into power 2 year ago.

And restive because they th-

ink they made a mistake

and want « change. They
think that their condition to-
day is worse than what it
was when they decided to

effect a change. To them, a

fateful decision by their iogic.
THE AVERAGE MAN thinks, the
present situation is the result of
our omissions and commissions in
fcy implementation.  This Is
what we have got to correct and
change within the next 365 days.

Let us bear in mind that there
are seven milliens who are almost
destitute and one and a half a mil-
lion unemployed. We hav~ to con-
centrate op this group. We are
aware that there is extreme po-
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verty among the majority of our
people. But no ope has defined

poverty in | human standards and
in ac:orda%ce with our present
day living.

In our context of living today,
poverty means death by starvation.
To establish what poverty is, we
must first eradicate perpetual hun-
ger and provide the necessities
in food to maintain life. Then only
poverty begins to take shape and
form by creating the desire to own
or have access to necessities of
life. These are variables according
to progress and place.

So our first task is to move our
people from a starvation level to
that of a subsistance level, where
they can provide themselyes the basic
necessities of life.

While the general picture of our
people is thiz, is there any justifi-
cation for allowing the import of
luxuries into the country at all?

To the average man the items
listed above are luxuries without
which life can prosper in Sri Lanka.
May not be in the advanced coun-
tries. Because their definition of
poverty is quite different to what
applies to us. By their standards,
those items have become basic
necessities in evaluating levels of
poverty. These items are manu-
factured in the deyeloped coun-
tries for the use of their people
who can afford them within their
incomes, whereas we have pot
been able to produce the base
food we need to keep life and body
together though we have been at
it for half a century.

There must be something wrong
with our policies and exercise of
our Freedoms.

Montreal.
August 26, 1978,

(To be Continued)

* * &
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LETTERS

LSSP, Standardisa-
tion, Sansoni Com-
mission And The
Press

Sir,.

We are attaching a copy of a
letter by us dated 16.10.1978
which was addressed to the
Commissioner of Sapsoni Com-
mission. The above-mentioned
copy of the letter to the San-
soni Commission was sent on
17.10.1978 to the Editors of
the Daily News, Daily Mirror
and Sun newspapers. However
they have not published the
letter, We trust you will be
good epough to publish the
letter in your paper.

N. M. Perera
Colvin R. de Silva
Leslie Goonewardene
457, Union Place,
Colombo 2.
g.11.78

The Commissicner,

Sansoni Commission,
MNational Museum Building,
Sir Marcus Fernando Mawara,
Colombo 7.

Dear Sir,

Several daily newspapers have
reported that Mr. Bogoda Prema-
ratne, former Commissioner of
Examinations, in giving evidence
befora your Commission, had sta-
ted that the three LSSP Ministers
in the Cabipnet of Mrs. Sirima Bap-
daranaike, namely Dr. N. M. Perera,
Dr. Colvin R. de Silva and Mr.
Leslie Goonewardene, opposed in
the Cabipet the recommendation
of the Sectoral Committee of which
Mr. Pieter Keupeman was Chair-
mapn, to do away with media-wise
Standardisation.
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This statement of Mr. Prema:
ratne is completely Incorrect. This
is-borne out by the fact that when
the report of the Sectoral Com-
mittee on this question was dis-
cussed and decided cn In the Cabi-
net, the three LSSP Ministers had
already been removed from the
Cabipet. To the best of our know-
ledge the above Cabinet meeting
took place in October, whereas
the last Cabinet mseting attended
by the LSSP Ministers was on 6th
August, 1975,

It may be pertinent to add that
Mr. Leslie Goonewardene Wwas &
member of the above-mentioned
Sectoral Committee’ of which Mr.
Pieter Keuneman was Chairman.

We regret the delay In sending
this letter because Wwe required
time to check on the facts,

Yours faithiully,

N. M. Perera.

Colvin R, de Silva
Leslie Goonewardene

Lanka Samasamaja Party,
No. 457, Unlon Place,
Colombo 2.

16th October, 1978.

O Q Qo
REVIEW

Figure It Out For
Yourself_1

by jayantha Somasundarami

SEPARATISM i§ not the prerozative
of the minorities: It can also be
practised by the majority commu-
nity. We have dealt at length and
with scant sympzthy; with the
partidlity of the
people for separatism. To what
extent are the majority commu-
nity in Sri Lanka also gullty of
this? To what extent havs they
been exclusive! Have they shown

that they trust the minoritles Ia

the sharing of powerl

TRIBUNE, November 25,
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Tamil-speaking

We will pursue this question
with regard to a specific, yet vital
area of our pational life. This re-
fers to tha Police and Armed Ser-
yices. These services are the ur-
timate defense of the existing
state. Has th=re beep an attzmpt
to restrict. them to thz majority
community. For the purpose of
this discussion the majority is iden-
tified as the Sinhala Govigama
Buddhist Commuqity.

Let us for 2 start econsider the
location of the regimental bases
of the Army. Wnen one stations
a regular unit In a particular area,
one encourages people from that
area to enlist. Yolunteer units on
the other hand, are raised In pro-
towns Wwith the express
purpose of recruiting people from
the area.

‘The Ist Rezular Battalion, Sri
Lanka Light Infantry, 1s posted
at Panagoda, near Homagama, the
2nd Bn SLLI a volunteer battalion
was raised in Colaombe. While the
3rd Bn, zlso volunteer, was raised
in Ratnapura. In 1956 2 rifle regi-
ment, the Sinha Regiment was
created. Its Ist battalion, originally
posted at WKartukurunda is now
at Echelon Square, Colembo. The
regiment has twe volunteer batta-
lions.. The 2nd SLSR was raised
in Kandy while the 3rd SLSR wag
ralsed in October 1969 at Nuwara
Eliva. The youngest infantry regi-
ment, the Gemunu Watch, was
set up on December 7th 1962 at
Divatalawa, where its Ist Batta-
lian billeted. Its 2nd and 3rd volun-
taer battalions are stationed at
Galle and Matara respactively. The
Sri Lanka National Guards, a volun-
teer rezimant, has two battalions
stationed in Colombo.

There are only two other com-
bat ugits, the lst Reece Regiment
of the Sri Lanka Armaurnd Corp,
ralsed in Ridiyagama in 1955 and
now hotsed at Mutuwal and the
4th. Regimant Sri Lanka Artillery,
housad at Kirillapone:
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On Separatism

Units nave been raised since
independence In all parts of the
country excluding the North and
East. This is despite the fact that
since 1961, there has been a per-
mapent military presence In the
north 2nd east, to combat federa-
lism, smuggling and illicit immig-
ration. Successive Colombo Govern-
ments have gone through the ex-
pensive business of raising and
training troops in the South in
order to foist what has been re-
garded as a ‘'force of occupation’
in the North and Eeast. Even today,
the Northern Command Centre of
the Army is located at Apuradha- -
pura. Figure it out for yourself.

The net result of this has been
alienation  of the Tamil-speaking
people from the Central Govern-
ment, personified for them in the
form of this military presence.

We will now look at the dis
persion of Naval and Air Force
bases. There are two naval ba&e:%
in the North, the SLNS Elara “at
Karainagar and the SLNS Tissa
at Trincomalee. The remainder
are at Diyatalaws, SLNS Gemunu
at Welisara, and SLNS Rangalla
at Colombo.

The Sri Lapka Air For¢e has
bases at Katupayake, China Bay
and stations at Colombo and Diya-
talawa. Recently, in the aftermath
of the August communal riots and
the exhortation of Buddhist priests
that ‘thousands of troops be sent
to the North, an Air Force Base has
been established at Falali.

The location of units of the
armed forces has contributed to
the adoption of a particular racial
complexion among them and it.is
this complexion that prompted bud-
dhist priests to beliéve that nolix
tical solutions could be arrived
at by sending thousands of such
troops to the North.

Next waek we will examine In
greater detall the racial and reli-
glous compesition of the Armed
Forces:
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INDIA:
THE INDIRA VICTORY

Bombay, Nov. i1,

50 INDIRA GANDHI triumphantly
rides the Chikmazalur by-election
to Delhi as Leader of the Opposi-
tion wich Cabinet ranking. She
was bound to. Your paper, which
had clearly forecast her victory
bazk in October, need only repeat
the euitorial entitled “JANATA
IS FOREDOOMED TO DEFEAT"”
(Oct. 14) with its prophetic conclu-
sion: ‘INDIRA GANDHI| will not
only be returped as the Leader
of the Opposition, but will alse
play the crucial role of the monkey
called to arbitrate among the cats
fighting over a loaf. The crude,
vulgar show put up by the Janata
Parliamentary Party 2t its recent
meeting all but invites her to di-
vide, defeat and destroy the ruling
complex. And the consequence of
it all is likely ta be a midpoll next
year which the ruling conglomerate
can confldently expect to lose’.
What more can one say? Admittedly,
the Janata Party put up a great
fight; all credit goes to George
Fernandes for this. It was his da-
termined Intervention followed
by an aggressive -campaign that
probably saved poor Veerendra
Patil from forfeiting his deposit.

Earlier in the election, the battle-
score was computed at 80:20 against
the Janata. Somewhere duripg the
middle of the campaign, it moved
up to 60:40. Anpd by last week,
it looked like a toss betwecen the
political rivals. But by midnight
Tuesday, Mrs. Gandhi was heading
for victory with a comfortable mar-
gin. All through the great con-
test ipvolving India's political
destiny and the Jipata's own sur-
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vival, the Ruling Party continued -

its divided apnd defeatist stand.
The caucus aroupd the Prime
Minister-was frankly cynical about
George's enterprise, to which
some Union Ministers added their
own derisive comment, Already,
whispers have started from the
highest quarters that the Japata
campaign manager muffed up every-
thing by investing an ordinary by-
election in & remote copstituency
with the halo of the historical
struzgle between democracy and
fascism. We beg to ‘differ. While
ideological apd political  consi-
derations of this nature might
have bean out of place in a copsti-
tuency dominated by all the seven
deadly devils of castelsm and com-
mupalism, Indira Gandhi’s returp
to politics amidst: the wreckage
of the lanata's broken promises
and shattered image poses its final
challenge to the Ruling Party to
wake up to instant action or perish
by Paralysis.

If the Janata campaign failed
to convince the electorate of the
crimes of the Fmergency Regime,
the responsibility lies with the
rullag party's own dismal record.
With what credibility could it
ask the voters to punish Mrs.
Gandhi for the ordeals she in-
flicted on the Fernandes or the
Reddy families when the almighty
law machinery of the government,
of which George is a sepior mem-
ber, has not been able to take
any action against her? Had the
Janata the will or conviction to
punish her during the past 19
months of its rule, she would
surely not haye been able to show
herface at Chikmaealur asa serious
rival to the Ruling Party.

And how could exposures of
the Emergency and its evil brood
serve to convince the voters of a

Congresss state which by any
showing has achiegved a more
creditable record of socio-eco-

nomic reforms during and after
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the Emergency than the Japata
governme.ts either at the Centre
or in the states? Karpataka with
all its faults can claim an impressive
suceess i the exscution of ijdira
Gandhi's 20-peint programmie.

The Janata camapign began
boomerasging right from the be-
ginnlug to for e George to resort
to geauipe but emotiojal and per-
haps avoidable family issues like
the “I5 mogths to rape’ ordeal
of his brother and mother. But
what las HIS government done
to brirg the criminals to becok!—
people asked. Again, it was the
unpardenable failure of the gov-
ernment machinery to punish the
killers of Spehalata Redddy that
forced her daughter MNandana
into direct aciion against the author
of the Emergency. Nardapa's
intervention reportedly boome-
ranged in the argument that she :
should really have taken her de-
mand for justice and punishment
of Indira Gandhi to the Morarji
Government at Delhi. Compound-
ing of felony by a goveriment
armed with law  enforcement
powers is @ worse crime than the
felony itself; and the fact that vie-
tims of the Emergency like the
Reddys and the Fernandeses, should
be forced to appeal to the electo-
rate to make amends for the gov-
ernment’s failure amounts to its
censure for criminal abdication of
its responsibilities. By end of the
campaign George himself was for-
ced to admit this default.

In such a situation, the loud
propaganda against fascism flopped;
and so did the call to choose bet-
ween democracy and dictatorship.
How could it succeed when every-
body has come to recognise Indiras
successor as potentially the greater
dictator? Given the !l years of
Indira regime, the autocrat whose
authoritarianism split the old bi-
linguzl Bombay state, forced Jawa-
harlal Nehru to resort to the
Kamara] Plan to oust him from
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Delhl, and finally all bur scuttled
the Unjon Cabinet by his insis-
tence on the Prime Minister’s di-
vine right of prerogative would
make the Indira dictatorship look
like kindergarten stuff. Really
people see lictle difference today
between the Indira and the Morarji
caucuses; it is just the Kanti of
one to the Sanjay of the other!
Hence  Chikmagalur’s  negative
preference for the Congrss candi-
date, MNegativism has, in fact, be-
cema the only remaining ideology
of the Indian electoral syndrome.

Noteworthy is the feature that
she has stormed and taken all the
Janata stropgholds by 2 large
percentage. It I3 also significant
that the broad masses of the poor
and the weak went to Indira
Gandhi. Somehow, in the public
mind the Janata has come to be
associated with wealth and power
while the Congress continues to
be regarded as the party of the
havenots. The consequences will
now upfold themselves. Chik-
magalur was really 2 showdown
between the lapnata and the Con-
gress. Indira Gandhi has thrown
the gauntlet at the face of her
successor Morarji Desal and won
the duel. We now expect the
Samastipur  copstituency, from
where Baliram Bhagat of
the Swaran Singh Conpgress has
mysteriously withdrawn, to ep-
core Chikmagalur. Other crucial
by-elections will follow suit ac-
cording to the principle of syn-
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chronicity, ].eadigg a midpoll next.

year—that is unless the Japata
Government sees the writing on
the wall and recognises the impera-
tive of social change. Chikmagalur
constitutes a vote of censure by
proxy against the Prime Minister
if not his entire Government. The
face of the latter has temporarily
been saved by George Fernandes.
The ruling party now owes the

\ country no less than itself an agoni-
sing reappraisal. It cannot coptinue

TRIBUNE, Novembar 25, 1978

its old cat-right for the loaves of
power and office at the topmost
echelon. It must forthwith trans-
form itself into a stroug, integ-
rated apd dynamic lever of social
revolution. Since Morarji - Desal
Is averse to any change or even
movement on the exposive socio-
econcmic front, the time has come
for either Charan Singh or lagjivan
Ram or one of the other of the

younger stalwarts to assums the,

reing of power and bring about
some measure of governmental in-
tegrity, party discipline apd pre-
gramme execution.

Now is the time for the youn-
ger party leaders and ministers,
who had earlier in the year sought
to persvage the Prims Minister to
accept copnsensus politics to- re-
sume their effort to halt his going
the Indira Gandhi way to a per-
sonal dictatorship.

We upnderstand cthat Chapdra
Shekhar, the Janata President, as
well as Madhu Limaya and Napaji
Deshmukh, the party secretaries
under  resignation, agres with
us on this imperative issue. The
question is: WHO IS TO BELL
THE CAT OF MORARN? If none in
the Japata leadership dares, then
we are afraid it shall have to ba
Indira Gandhi and her Congress.
The fable of the monkey called
to arbitrate among the feuding cats
will then become India’s political
reality.

—R. K. Karapjia, in Blitz.
e TS e
INDIA: MEANING OCF

CHIKMAGALUR

New Delhi, Nov. 12,

A by-election was  turped
into a national crisis, almost a civil
war.  Cabinet Ministers, eminent
politicians and detachments of war-
riors armed with horrid posters
and slogans and Matadors and bul-
let-proof cars were rushed to the
7
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sleepy towns and villages around
Chikmagalur. The people, be-
wildered for a time, wsre told
by beth sides that they were en-
gaged in a terrible war between
democracy and fascism. A well~
known leftist leader set up a poli-
tical barricade to divide the align-

. .
ment of progressive forces. not

only for the occasion but for the
future, which seems to have revea-
led special 'secrets to him. It was
to be the day of doom if the Janata
candidate was: defeated or, as
others made out, 2 new dawn for
the country If Mrs. Indira Gandhi
won. On Wednesday <came the
day of defeat and victory, but the
hiorizon. shewed neither the flrst
rays of the sun nor the black clouds
foreboding disaster. Have the peo-
ple of Chilkmagalur voted in favour
of fascism or in defence of demo-
cracy? Oply a seer can tell, and
there will be many, equipped with
boring cliches, who will recast
their earlier statements and make
them lool like genuine pearls of
wisdom.

Indira Gandhi’'s success at the
polls apd her re-entry into Parlia-
ment cannot certainly be brushed
aside as matters of little copge-
quence. The defeat of the Japata
Party candidate is obviously pot a
defear of fascism or a2ny such thing
but it is undoubtedly a wverdict
against the ruling party and its
practical policies which have caused
deep. concern to people all over
the country. ~ National political
partiss, whether knocked toge-
ther In a hurry to capture power
or with long traditions behind
them, have sat up links of com-
munication between the northern
and southern parts of the country,
and the increasing oppression, cri-
mes and bloodshed in the nerth
can no lspger be -hidden from the
people in the south-as the all-
ambracing economic and political
follies of the Union Government
cannot be whitewashed. But the

0
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vose for Mrs. Gapdhi cannot have
been entirely a negative vote.
Did the people think they were
voting for the Nehru traditions?
It is not easy to say.

Indira Gandhi In Parliament,
however, will surely use her ample
factional  abilities to instigate
quarrels and fuel disturbances in
all parties and groups, including
the Leftists who are already at
logger-heads. There will be great
confusion, indeed, with new zlign-
ments and realignments, high hopes
and acute frustrations. But what
are political leaders for—in Parlia-
ment of outside—if not to clear
the debris that litters political
life! The main responsibility lies
on the shoulders of those who claim
to show the way to the working
people. Those who vyoted Mrs.
Gandhi out or voted her in are
not a mob; they are a people who
have imbibed a feeling for de-
moeratic values. Onply if leaders
worth the name can come together
and evolve the greatest measure
of common policies can the coun-
try achieve a sense of direction.

~Editorial, Link
S S
EGYPT - ISRAEL:
STALEMATE

Washington, Nov. 11,

The West Asia peace talks here
have run into serious trouble
with the hardening of the I[srasli
and the Egyptian positions. Egypt
yesterday came out with a new
demand for a specific commitment
and a time-table for lsraeli troop
withdrawal from the west bank of
the Jordan river not just the vague
mention that had been originally
included in the draft preamble of
the treaty. Faced with this, the top
Isrzeli negotiators in Washington,
the Foreign Minister, Mr. Moshe
Dayan, and the Defence Minister
Mr. Ezer Weizman, flew to

T;:rmnto for hurried econsultations
with the lsraeli Prime Minister, Mr.
Begin, who Is on a visit to Canada.

The key lssue of how exactly
the Egyptian-Israzli peace treaty
should be linked to Israeli with-
«drawal from the west bank and
Gaza seems even more intracta-
blz now. The Israelis insist there
should be no legal linkage in the
treaty and are pot prepared to
go beyopd an exchange of letters
on the west bank along with the
peace treaty. Howaever, the Egyp-
tian position calling for a compre-
hensive treaty covering all issues
drew explicit support from the
US President, Mr. Carter, yester-
day. Mr. Carter urged the two
sides to stick to the negotiated
language of the Camp David agree-
ment that would commit Israel
and Egypt to seeking a compre-
hensive treaty.

The seriousness of the present
impasse was brought out in the
Egyptian  President, Mr. Sadat's
statement that he would not be
astonished at all if the talks broke
down. This drew a quick report
from Mr. Dayan in Woashington:
“If he tries hard he can azhieve
that.” Mr. Begin however, said
at the end of his six-day visit to
Canada that Israel was prepared
to continue with the talks even
beyond the December 17 deadline
set at Camp David. The US officials
connected with the talks have
now virtuallv abandoned hopes of
getting a treaty signed by MNovem-
ber 19, which marks the anniver-
sary of Mr. Sadat’s visit to Jeru-
salem. They are pot too sanguine
about completing the talks even
by the pushed back target date of
the first week of December. The
next attempt to end the stalemate
will be made by the US Secratary
of State, Mr. Cyrus Vance, in his
meeting with Mr. Begin In New
York tomorrow.

—N. Ravi ip a despatch to the

Madras Hindu
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EGYPT - ISRAEL:
THE IS5UE OF LINKAGE

Tel Aviv, Nov. 5.

From the earliest days of Egyp-
tian-fsraeli  negotiations it was
evident that the question of linkage
between an agreement over Sinaj
and the settlement of the dispute
on other territories, particularly
the West Bank and Gaza, would
constitute one of the most seripus
obstacles to peace. From the Egyp-
tian polnt of view, separation of
the tweo issues would completely
undermine thelir argument that they
were not Signing a separate peace
agreement. And the fact that
Israel has agreed to return the whola
of Sinai only highlights the ip-
conclusive nature of the agreement
on the West Bank and Gaza apd
exposas Egvpt to the accusation
that it “sold Arab rights to regaip
its own territory.” If no progress
is made in gattling at Jeast come of
the other aspects of the Arab-
Israeli conflict, Egypt will bs left
alone with its commitment to a
bilateral agreement with lsrael—
which would then emerge as ap
undenizbly separzte agreement.

For the lsraelis, lirkage is not a
simple matter either. Egypt.
after all, cannot legally be consi-
dered lIsrael's interlocutor for
an agtcemept on the West Bank
apd Cara. Anvthing agreed with
Ezypt mey stlll have to be nerotis-
ted with Jordan, the Falestinians.
or both, with no certainty about
the outcome. Moreover, it is in
this area that the mest diffieult
and cortroversial problems crop up:
lerusalem,  refugees, Palestinian
rickts settlemerts, Israeli historical
claims, indefensihle borders ete.
It iz bere also that the gap between
the pesitiopy are at their widest
and the prospects for an accord
the gloomiest. |f the agréements
are linked and progress toward
gettlement in the West Pank and

Gaza becomes stalemated, the ls
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raelis may find themselves in a
situation where, after having coni-
pleted tieir withdrawal, their treaty
with Ezypt Is pullified and they
are lefc with peither peace nor
Sinai.

The direction in which com-
promise between the Egyptian and
Israell positions was sought called
for the two sides to content them-
selves, on the formal side, with a
general reference in the declara-
tive elements of their bilateral
treaty to the sclution of the West
Bank and Gaza problem, while
simultaneously creating a prac-
tical linkage that would be in-
herent in the political situation.
Egyptian acting FM Butrus Ghali
spoke of “minimum svnchroniza-
tion'" and of “upilateral steps’—
such as abolition of the military
administration or the thinning out
of forces—to be taken by Israel
on the basis of letters exchanged
between the parties or even a sim-
ple gentleman's agreement.

This approach naturally focuses
attention on the practical measures
to be implemented in the West
Pank and Gaza followinz the sig-
nature of the Egvptian-lsraeli agree-
ment. But here a deadlock of ano-
ther kind looms in tha horizon.
Jardan's absence from negotlations,
the PLO's vehement opposition
to the Camp David agreement
and the West Bankers' traditional
passivity have created a situation
whereby efforts made even with
the best of intentions cannot be
expected to accomplish much on
the West Bank. One way to get
around this obstacle was to initiate
talks on the establishment of auto-
nomy in the West Bank and Gaza
no later than one month after the
conclusion of the Egyptian-lsraeli
agreement—without waiting for
Jordan or the Palestinians. More-
over, in the course of negotiations
in Washington, the Egvptisns oc-
casionally hinted that Sadat might
return to the proposals he made
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to Israeli Defence Minister Weizman
during their meeting on March 30
of this year. According to these
proposals, Egypt itself would con-
duct the negotiations on the West
Bank and Gaza would be ready
to station its own functionaries in
the local administration and police
during the interim period.

Senior political fizures in Cairo
now admit in private conversations
that It was a mistake on Egypt’s
part not to exploit the past months
to malptain close contact with
King Hussein and the Palestinians.
Had they done so, they feel, they
could now be exploring the im-
plementation of more desirable op-
tions. Yet they seem to be con-
vinced that sooner or later the
Jordanians will come to the pego-
tiating table anyway. Thus, they
argue, Egypt's task at the moment
is mainly to pave the way and
create the appropriate climate for
this eventuality. The Egyptians
point out that some indication
that Jordan sees things in the same
light is already discernable in the
signals transmitted by Amman to
pro-Hashemite elements in the
West Bank mot to reject categori-
cally the autonomy plan and to
maintain 2 low profile In expec-
tation of decisions from Amman.

The time element, however,
works both ways. While the
Egyptians believe that eventually
the Jordanians will join them,
they also fear that too slow 2 pro-
cess might increase pressures on
Sadat, both domestically and In
the Arab world, Indeed, it appears
that Sadat himself is driven by
a sense of urgency and might be
ready to updertake obligations in
the West Bank with all the risks
and uncertainties ivolved. The
target remains the conclusion
of an agreement by November |9,
the anniversary of Sadat's dramatic
visit to Jerusalem. Meanwhile
the Esyptians, just ke thelr Israsli
counterparts, are driving & hard
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The World Today

bargain in order to obtain tha
best deal possible.

—Middle East Intelligence Survey,
Vol. 6, No. 14,

—O —Gh .

EGYPY - ISRAEL: US PRESS
Washingtan Past, Nov, 14, .
The jousting between lsrael and

Egypt over the “Linkage” Issue

is  becoming more than a little
tiresome, even when one takes
into account that the two coun-
tries are novices at the business of
talking peace.  The negotiators
on beth sides haye shown them-
selves competent to discharge their
respective instructions in order to
reach agreement on a draft text,
but no sooner do they do that
than the instructions seem to come
unhooked back in the home capital
and the draft is washed out. Apd
while the responsibility Is not al-
ways easy to fix in these situations,
and certainly cannot be plujked

down all in one place, there is’

little doubt in our minds that most

of the trouble is coming from the

Israeli side. There is a deeper les-
son here. Nothing has troubled
Israelis more that Mr. Sadat’s occa-
sional tepdency to reverse field
and take off the table things he
had previously put on. Now Israel
seems to be engaging in the samec
tactic. It is a corrective tactic,
destructive not only of momen-
tum but to trust, no matter which
side uses it. What is bad for the

 Egyptian goose is bad for the

Israeli gander, too.

* L &

New York Times, Nov. 3.

The test of Treaties, after all,
lies not in the elegance or even
Justice of their terms but in the
degree to which they accurately
record a balance of ambition and
powar. The balance envisioned at

2
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The Workd Todoy

Camp David looks to the entire
region. Peace in the Middle East
is uplikely to endure—or be tole-
rable even in Egypt—without pro-
gress on other fronts. In time,
this will be obvious even to the
Israelis whe now avaid a definition
of their borders and security re-
quirements. The Palestinians, Sy-
rians and other sceptical Arabs
are probably right to believe that
Egypt’s signature of a Peace Treaty
will stiffen Israel in future negotia-
tions with them. But Mr. Sadat
is just as right to believe that only
the experience of a peace on one
front can persuade the [sraelis to
put some trust in co-existence
clsewhere. Without Egypt to
fight thair wars, the other Arabs
are In any case weakend. Without
Egvpt demonstrating the pos-
sibilities of peace, they could not
hope to draw the Israelis into a
promising deal. American officials,
too, have been guilty of mining
too much too soon from the Camp
David accords. To imply that the
West Bank settlements, like those
of Sinai, may one day be dismantled
in exchange for peace was unwise
even if it was not inaccurate. To
provoke the [sraelis by disputing
their claims to all of Jerusalem
was simply gratuitoos. The task
of Amarican salesmen throughout
the Middle East now is to celebrtae
the fruits of direct nesotiation
with Israel and not to lure the
other narties into nefotiatians with
the United States. The Arabs nead
no heln in defining their demands
on Isral. What thay nesd is help
in grasning the power realities of
their reeion. The Camp David
documents define that Reality
batter than anything else could.
What they left unreselved had

_ best remain so for a time.

Baltimore Sur, Nov, |3,

The Paare Treatv navotiation bat-
ween lsrarl and Eevpt at  Blir
House Is not likely to break down.
The “‘mini-crisis’, which sent the

n

Israeli delegation to confer with
Prime Mipister Menachem Begln
in Tornto and prompted Presi-
dent Anwar El Sadat to warp of
failure, is more apparent than real.
The to-ings and fro-ings are not
hollow ritual so much as serious
attempts to influence the subs-
tance of an agreement the momen-
tum for which is well nizh uns-
toppable.  The biggest obstacle
is, as publicizad, “Linkage” of the
treaty with progress on the Pales-
tinian problem. Linkage is difficult
for lIsrael because it deals with the
uncertainties of the least tractable
peace problems, on lsrael's east,
where no recognized border has
existed, where the danger to
lsrael’s security Is great, and where
the ultimate nature of the party
on the other side is not known.
But linkage is crucial to President

, Sadat's continuing participation in
P P

Aral affairs and to his claim that
his peace is not *‘Separate”. Lin-
kage is demanded equally by the
United States Administration, which
considers a “‘comprehensive peace’
vital to American interests.

Washington Post, Nov. 14, Columnist
loseph Kraft in despatch from  Jeru-
salem,

At least a dozen people in diffe-
rent positions and with very diffe-
rent attitudes toward a settlement
have said to be in the last few days
that "We don't know whethet
Bezin is deceiving us or deceiving
himself.”” In these conditions op=
position to further concessions has
grown anace. Every comporert
part of the goverrment roalition
onnoses new concessions. The die-
hard rightwingers who have
broken with Begir—notably Schmuel
Katz of the Prime Minister's own
Herut Party— are more than ever
against i, So is the Dovish, left
wing of the labor Party opposi-
tion.  Putticg new pressures or
Israel at this time, accordirgly,
makes little sense. The parts of
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the graeement that make for pres-
sure—the Parts relative to Jeru-
salem and the Palestinians—cap~
not be immediately operative
anyway. Sadat does not peed con-
cessions on these items to carry
his country. So for the time being,
at least the issues of lerusalem and
the Palestinlans are secondary.
What is primary and immediate—
and what the Carter Administra-
tion ought to conceatrate on al-
most exclusively—is the Sinai ac-
cord between Israel and Egypt.

New York Times, Nov. 13, Cem-
mentary by Columnist William Safir.

Amazingly, it is not Mr. Sadat
who has reintroduced the “‘Lin-
kage' issue that was successfully
finessed at Camp David. The heat
to write in the loophole comes
from Mr. Carter, with his born-
again  “comprehensive’' scheme,
endangering the first peace by
trying to force lIsrael to tie that
treaty to the abandonmernt of its
West Bank claims. Evidently Mr
Carter has forgotten why Camp
David succeeded: only because Mr.
Sadat and Mr. Begin agreed to the
principle of a solid, stand-by-fiself
first peace. By turping the clock
back to [977, the President is un-
doing everyone's best recent efforts.

White House insiders hint that
the resson for the “Lirkage’ pres-
sure is to placate the Saudis, who
kave turned thumbs down on Camp
David; this leaning on Israel s
supposed to be In our interest.
Put  thirk ahout our strategic
position: with 4,000 Soviet natiorals
now rurning Afghanistan; with the
Skah of lran seriously weakened;
with Pakistan about to send a man
to Mescow to nepotiate an accoms
modation; with a powerful Cuban
military force in Ethioria copable
of moving on the Mideast oil fields
—would it not be a sound strategic
move for the Upited States to
establish reliable bases in the oply
democracy in the area?
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Woashington Post. Nov. [3, Com-
mentary by  Columpist  Jack
Anderson.

dlimmy Carter and Menachem
Begin can put op a show of smiling
solidarity when the occasion de-
mands. But behind the pleasantry,
the American and lsragli Chief
Executives have grown to distrust
and dislike opne another. They
make the same compliints againsts
each other. Thz President has
grumped to intimates that Begin
“will seem ta agree to a conces-
sion but will Back off after en-
eountering poiitical opposition at
home. The Israeli Prime Minister,
in turn, has grumpad privately
that Carter will talk as if he fa-
vours a position which he may
later renounce. He has a habit
of emphasising what his listeners
want to hear. But wien the chips
are down. Carter may repudiate
what he earlier seemed to accept,
Begin has complained. This mu-
tual disenchantment has grown out
of a relationship that started out
to be positively cozy.

XXX X

Sir,
Peradeniya

1 will be grateful if one of your
Quidnuncs will iavestizate the non-
appointment of Dr. Nalip de Silva,
Ist class (Maths. specialist) Ph.D—
to the post of Lecturer, Dept.
of Mathematics, Faculty of Szience,
Unlversity of Sri Lanka, Peradeniya—
and the appointment of raw Bache-
lors of Science as Asst/Temporary
Asst. Lecturers. It is because he
Is said to have political leanings
of 2 kind that some present-day
demigods (for how much longerf)
do not like?

It’s worth an Investigation.
R. A,
Peradeniya Read,
Kandy.
10.10.78
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Civil Rights Mavement

UNCONSTITUTIONAL AND BARBARIC

Return To Cat O'nine Tails

| duces lashing with the zat o'nine tails, is not consistent with a

UNCONSTITUTIONAL AND BARBARIC

THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT in a statement issued today
said that the new Criminal Procedure Bill, insofar as it re-intro-

fundamental right enshrined only a few weeks ago in the new
Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.
Protsction against torture and other cruel inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment is guaranteed by article |l of the
Constitution, which provision is ecnsidered so fundamental that
it can be altered only by a two thirds majority plus a referendum-
According to CRM the “escape clause” in the Canstitution pre-
serving existing laws and punishments does not permit the re-
introduciion of a criel inhuman or degrading punishment that
had been abolished by the Administration of Justice Law of 1973.

The CRM statement further criticises corporal punishment
as barbaric and degrzding to both the victim and the perpetrator;
as unacceptable to any enlightened society; as incompatible
with modern theories of treatment of offenders; as contrary
to numerous Declarations and Resolutions of th- United Nations;
as in derogation of Sri Lanka’s international obligations; as for-
bidden by the Geneva Conventions: and as having been held
iliegal by the courts of the USA and most recently by the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights at Strasbourg. CRM states that
similar considerations apply to the re-introduction of the provi-
sion that the whipping of children and young persons shall be on
the bare buttocks, which had similarly been left out of the AJL
1973 and ’s resurrected in the present Bill. The CRM describes
this penalty, which is inflicted in the presence of the court, as a
“particularly degrading form of punishment.”

23/10/78

N.B. In Parlioment the Government abandoned the cat O'nine tails and
bare buitocks and went back to the cane and covered backs—Ed.

1. The “cat’” better known asthe
cat o'pine tails, is a multi thonged
instrument used for flogging. In
the past its use was 2 punishment
sanctioned by law. Lashes were
inflicted by the cat across the back
and shoulders of the prisoner while
he was physically restrained. The
severity of the punishment was
such that it had to be adminis-
tered in the presence of a2 medical
officer who had to certify that the
prisoner was fit to undergo this
ordeal, and whe was 2lse respop-
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sible for calling a halt to the lashing
midway if this seemed necessary.

2. The provision for the use of
the ‘'‘cat’”” which was coptained
in the old Criminal Procedure
Code was dropped by the Admi-
nistration of Justice Law No. 44 of
1973, which retained in existence
only the infliction of strokes with a
rattan. This penalty which is
also used ip the case of luvenile
offenders, Is a much less severe
form of punishment (though in
our view it is still unacceptable
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in 2 ~humane and enlightened
society).

3. The new Code of Criminal
Procedure Bill presently being de-
bated in Parliament reitores the
use of the “cat” which we thought
had disappeared for ever from our
penal system. We triust that this
is an ipncldental and unintended
result of the repeal oithe Admi-
nistration of Justice Law and the
resurrection of the relevant pro-
visions: of the old Criminal Pro-

cedure Code rather thap a deli-
berate policy decision by the
Govergpment.

4. It should further be noted

that under the old Crimipnal Pro-
cedure Code (which was in force
until the Administration of lustice
Law of 1973} a sentence of whip-
ping on an adult (which almost
invariably ‘meant whipping with
the “cat) had to be reported to
the Ministry of lustice and could
not be executed unless and until
the Minister made order on it
This indicates that even in those
days the use of the '‘cat” was re-
garded as an exceptional and ‘dras-
tic punishment, the Iipfliction of
which in every case required in-
dividual scrutiny by the Ministry
of Justice which would presumably
look into the mental znd physical
condition of the prisoner and the
circumstances of the offence, some
of which. matters the Ministry
may be better able to inguire into
than the Court. It was ziso an
important safeguard against a trial
judge imposing, in the heat of the
moment, an unduly severe physical
punishment oa an accused who
might not have the resourcss (and
might even be undefended) to
appeal against his sentence. (A
similar provision exists with re-
gard to the death penalty—every
sentence of death iz automatically
reviewed by the Ministry of Jus-
tice before it is carried out, whe-
ther or not there has been 2n
appeal). In resurrecting the provi-

5

sions of the old Crlmlnalg Procedure
Code relating to whipping, the new
Bill has omitted this safeguard.

5. Newspaper reports have sug-
gested that the pew Bill will also
make whipping applicable for a
wider range of offences than hi-
therto. This does not appear to be
correct. Howeyer, this is no cause
for complacency as, for the reasons
set out below, whipping—whetehr
with the “cat’, the rattap, or any
other implement—should find no
place in our statute book at all.

6. The continuation of cor-
poral punishment is not acceptable
in a humane and enlightened society
in the 20th century and a fortiori
the proposed re-introduction of
the “cat’” must be opposed for
the following reasons:i— (a) its
use is barbaric, cruel, inhuman
and degrading. It degrades pot
merely the victim but also those
who administer, witness or other-
wise participate in it;  (b) based
on the concept of vengeance and
terror rather than attempting to
understand - and tackle the social
causes of crime, it is incompatible
with modern theories and prin-
¢ciples of punishment and the treat
ment of offenders. (c) Corporal
punishment in general, which in-
volves the deliberate infliction of
physcizal pain as a punishment, and
which includes forms far less se-
verg than lashing with the “‘cat”,
is contrary to many declarations
and resolutions of the United
MNations, and is therefore in dero-
gation of Sri Lapka's international
oblizations. In particular it is
conitrary toi—

[

(i) the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the 30th Aani-
versary of which we are sup-
posed to commemorate in a fitting
manner thig year.

(i) The United Nations Decla-
ration on the Protection of All
Persons from Torture or othar
Cruel Inhuman er Degrading Tr-
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eatment or Pupishment (resolu-
tion No. 3452 of 9th December
1975). This resolution was adop-
ted without a vote. All member
states are accordingly bound te
implement it in their natiopal
law and practice and have in fact,
Sri Lanka included, been called
upon to report to the UN as to
how far they have dope so.

(ilf) The United Nations Conve-
nant on Civil and Political Rights.
Sri Llanka has not yet signed
this but has, aleng with other
member States in the sam=»
position, been called upon o
do so by resolution of the Geiie-
ral Assembly of the UN of 8th
December 1977.

(iv) The United Nations Stan- .
dard Minimum Rules for the
Treatment of Prisoners.

(d) Corporal punishment is ex-
pressly prohibited by the Geneva
Conventions; (e} The Courts of
the USA have held corporal pu-
nishment contrary to the Consti-
tution asa cruel and unusual pu-
nishment; (f) Most recently, the
European Court of Human Rights
at Strasbourg in the Tyrer case
has held the practice of “birching”
juvenile offenders in the lsle of
Man to be a degrading punishment
and therefore contrary to the Con-
vention for the Protection of Hu-
man rights and Fundamental Free-
doms. The rationale of this im-
portant decision applies a fortiori
to the whipping of adult offenders;
(g) The re-introduction of the
‘*cat”, furthermore, appears incon-
sistent with the new Constitu-
tion of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka that we
have only fust adopted. This Cons-
titution guarantees zall persons pro-
tection against torture and other
cruel inhuman or degrading treats
ment or punishment (Article 11)
—a provision which CRM, wel.
comed. The use of the “‘cat” con-
travenes this fundamental right,
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The ‘‘escape clause” (Article 16)
Which preserves existing laws and
punishme:its would pot cover the
re-introduction of a cruel, inhu-
map or degrading punishment that
had been abolished before the
new Constitution.  Furthermore,
the framers of our new Copsti-
tution rightly considered that the
protection against torture apd
other cruel inhuman or degrading
punishment was so fundamental
that it requires special safeguards.
Accordingly, a law inconsistent
with this provision must be passed
not merely by a two thirds majo-
rity but also by a referendum.
7. Similar considerations apply
to the provision that the whipping
of children and young persons
must be on the bare buttocks, which
“was specified by the old Criminal
Procedure, Code, omitted In the
Administration of Justice Law of
A 1973, and is resurrected in the

Sir,

Anomalies In Pension

Mr. M. R. Fernando of Hendala
has rightly spotlighted (CDN of
19.10,78) the grave injustice done
to those who ware forzed to retire
by the last goverament on reach-
ing the 53th year. | had to retire
on 11.3.77 though my coptract
was that | can go on till 69, If
I was in service in the state owned
Bank where | was working, | would
have got two incremests. This
is also a political victimisation of
the seven year curse. This s a
cleir case where Justice does pot
appear to have been doase. Up to
you Major Montague Jayawick-
reme.

R. A. S. Paul
676, Galle Road,
Colombo 3.
23rd Oct. 1978.
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new Bill. This penalty, which is
inflizted in the presence of the
court, is a particularly degrading
form of punishment.

Colombo.

October 28, 1978.
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SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

Nov. 5 —Nov. 12

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA

AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN
COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—
Ceylon Daily Mirror; CO—Ceylon
Observer; ST—Sunday Times; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Lankadipa; VK—Vira-
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina;
SLD—Sri Lapkadipa; [D—lanadina:
SU—Sun; DV—Davasa, DP—Dinapathi;
CM—Chintamani; WK—Weekend;
RR—Riviresa; EN—Eelanadu; [DPR—
Information Dept. Press Release;
DK—Dinakara.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5: A
Budgetary announcement of a wage
increase and concessions to hard-
pressed public sector employees
and the middle class to meet the
demand of the cost of living is
widely expected in political and
business circles. President laye-
wardene flew into a rousing wel-
come when he arrived in Kath-
mandu yesterday to begin a three
day official visit to Nepal. Sri Lapnka
will propese the establishment of
Asian intellizence and monitoring
data bank on drug trafficking to the
fifth meating of operational heads
of National Narzotics Agencigs of
the Far East opening in Colombo
tomorrow. Plans are afoot to set
up a zoo in Kapdy which could
develop into one of Asia's biggest
and finest—S0. Two State Banks—
the Bank of Ceylon and the Peo-
ple’s Bank—find it difficult to grant
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loans to needy university students
as over 65 million is still due from
needy undergraduates. Thousands
of people in low lying areas of the
laffna  Peninsula have been eva-
cuated as their houses are innun-
dated owing to the heavy rain which
has persisted since last Wednesday.
KKS experienced the heaviest rain-
fall last Friday—[i4m.m. (43")—
ST.  Continuing heavy raips in
Jaffna, Ratpapura, Muttur, Galle,
Kegalle etc threaten to turn into
floods—VK. Interpol has warned
the local CID that eight Inter-
national drug dealers are in the
country at present—SLDP. A one
million strong Youth Organisation
of nop-alcoholics will be set up
in the country soon. The produc-
tion of Lakspray has decreased
from 20 lakhs to 10 lakhs of pounds.
The government has decided to
hold a gem fair to which millionaires
from all parts of the world will be
invited—RR. Israel and Egypt have
resolved all the substantial issued
blocking a peace' treaty and had
agreed on the timing off steps to
resolve the Palestinian question
secretary of State Cyrus Vance
announced. President Carter’s
efforts to halt the decline of the
dollar could help to decide whe-
ther OPEC will stop using the
US currency to set oil prices—ST.
Radio Hanei ageused Peking of
having econcentrated more than
100.000 Chinese troops in Cam-
bodia to attack Vietnam. A vio-
lence-scarred  election campaign
leading to a vote on Sunday that
will decide the immediate future
political of former PM Indira Gandhi
ended peacefully—WK,

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6:
The Second budget of the UNP
government which will be pre-
sented in parliament on November
15 will be based on a completely
re-structured cost of living index
and directed towards the granting
of more and greater relief to wage
earners—a segment which has been
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worst affected by the liberalised
ecopjomic policies initiated by the
government late last year. The
Minister of lustice said that there
will be no constitutional amends
to enable political expediency.
Matara and its suburbs are faced
with the threat of floods if the
heavy rains continue as the waters
of the Nilwala Ganga are rising

as a result of incessant rains. A’

record of over 3,500 8 Sri motor
vehicles have been registered in
the country in less than three
months since the registration of
the current series bezan. ‘It is
buddhism that runs like a golden
thread in the age long relationship
between MNepal and Sri Lanka'
said President Jayewardene at the
state banquet hosted by King
Birendra of Nepal and his queen.
The Police will assist the CTB in
its drive against footboard travel-
ling throughout tha island—CDN
A four-men IMF team which was
here during the past two weeks
reportedly expressed satis-
faction with Sri Lanka's perfor-
mances to accelerate the pace of
development and speed up ecoro-
mic growth—CDM. The govern-
ment is to establish what is called
‘a disciplined seryice’ to cvover
all essential services in the coun-
try; it is likely to cover the supply
of food and water, maintepance
of transrort services, health see-
vires, oil sunplv ete. The weather
in 21l parts of the island is improv-
ing according to the Colombe
Observatory. A police draonat
was drawn around Colombo fol-
lowing the escape of five remznd
prisoners from Welikade yec<ter-
davy morning—SU. The numher of
persons who will underso the tea-
chers training will be doubled next
year; the period of training will
also be increased to three years.
—DP.  Heavy damage has been
caused to the paddy plants in the
North due to the ralna; plants

like beetroot and cabbage too -
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have suffered much damage—EN.
UNICEF aid for the creache pro-
gramme covering children under
5 years in estates upnder the Plan-
tations Corporation and JEDB has
been extended for the ensuing
2 years "and the programme will
receive aid to the tupe of eight
million rupees—IDPR No. 90. The
government has started Investiga-
ting into alleged irregularites by
grama Sevakas in aquiring rice
ration books; if proved the officer
will be sacked immediately—LD.
The government has decided to
set up a institute to train people
in printihng—DM. President Sadat
defied other Arab leaders by
refusing to receive a delegation
sent from the Baghdad Summit
in a last ditch effort to persuade
him to call off peace talks with
Israel. Arab heads of states meeting
in Baghdad were expected to impose
a total political and economic
boycott of Egypt after President
Sadat re fused to abapdon his peace
talks with lsrael. The Soviet Union
fresh from signing a bilateral fri-
endship treaty with Vietnam ple-
deged its full support for Hanoi
against the expansionist encroach-
ments of Pekine—CDN. President
Idi Amin rejected an American
call for him to withdraw his troops
from Tanzania and accused US of
interfering in an African problem.
PM Andreitti announced a major
reform of the ltalian government
which he said would considerably
reduce the number of ministers—
CDM. Five people were reported
killed in Teheran whep police flerd
on student demenstrators in the
worst violence in the Iranian capital
in two months—CDM. Mrs. Indira
Gandhi appeared to have won a
resounding victory when with near-
ly half the votes counted she led
by more than 33.000 votes. Two
Akali Sikh ministers quit Indian
PM Morarii Desal’s gover~ment to-
day to protest over police firing
on Sikh demonstrators in New
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Delhi two days ago—SU.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER T7:
Three and a half million workers
in the private and state sector
corporations—including the plantat-
tions—will reveive a monthly pen-
sion under a new scheme approved
by the government. The National
Apprenticeship Board has drawn
an accelerated programme under
which 10,000 school leavers will
become fully fledged trained and
skilled workmen. About three
hundred tourists are stranded in
Colombo following the suspension
of Air Cvelon's flights to Male since
last Friday morning—CDN.  The
Deputy Minister of Defence said’
that the family should be made use
of to combat drug abuse at the
Marcotics meeting at BMICH. UNP
supporters in the North and East
are likely to ask the President
on his return that the constitution '
should be amended in relation to
filling up of vacancies in Parlia-
ment as a result of resignations—
CDM. The government has called
for tenders world wide for a new
Rs. 110 million Telecommunica-
tion project in Sri Lanka. The
government is likely to rope in
the co-op sector for the operation
of /rice mills—SU. Flood victims
in the laffna District who have
berome destitute. will be given
reliel from the gzovernment; they
wil' receive Rs. 500. per family—DP.
20,000 acres of paddy land has
been destroyed due to the heavy
rain and floods in Muttur—EN.
The Minister of Labour said the
present government has given em-
ployment to 14 lakhs of people
lost year. Four new prisons will be
bullt next vear to redure the pre-
sent overscrowding In  fails—DM.
The government is now consider-
ing a proposal to increase train
fares by 40%,—DK. Three people
including a police constable were
killed and nearly hundred injured
in clashes between police and Sikh
religious demonpstrators alopg the
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Central Streets of New Delhi yes-
terday. The Arab League Summit
meeting ended with an upexpec-
tadly mild declaration calling Egypt
to repounce its peace azcords with
Israel and not to sign a peace treaty
but with no sanctions agalnst Egypt
or direct criticism of President
Sadat. Zambia said today Rhodesian
troops including some wearing Zam-
bian style uniforms and black
paint on. their white skins were
“operating within its borders and
harassing travellers in the South—
CDN. Anti-Shah rioters rampaged
through the streets of Teheran
gutting the information Ministry,
setting. fire to the British Embassy
and burping scores of vehicles in
the orgy of arsen and destruction.
Voters blocked government plans
for the use of nuelear epergy in
Austria leaving Socialist Chapcellor
Brund Kreisky to dacide whe-
ther he will resign—CDM. lsraeli
PM Menpachim Begin urged the
US to give a lead by recognising
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel,
Chinese CP Vice Chairman Wang
Tung Hsing has expressed Peking's
firm support for Cambodia in its
current border war with Viet-
nam—SU.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8:

Capital expenditure and Rs. 8662
million and  recurrent expendi-
ture of Rs. [0,715 million have

been provided for in the estimates
for 1979 tabled by the Finance
Minister in Parlizment yesterday.
It Is expected that a wide range
of tax incentives will be made
available to mobilise investment
locally for development soon. The
PM told the government Parlia-
mentary Group yesterday that MP's
should take up with district minis-
ters problems facing their indi-
vidual electorates. The daflcit
between estimated revenue and
expenditure according to the eg-
timates tabled by the Finance
Minister is Rs. 8,323,059,17). The
Minister of ‘industries and Scien-~
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tific Affairs produced six answer
scripts  of the 1977 Advanced
Level Zoology paper and alleged
that Tamil medium students had
bee2n given exaggerated marks when
compared to Siphala students ans-
wering the same paper in Sinhala.
President and Mrs. ). R. Jayewar-
dene will returnp home tomorrow
after their visit to India and Nepal—
CDN. The Minister of Fipnance
sald that the country must mobi-
lize local funds in three ways;
taxation, savings or transfer from
subsidies. The inland Postal rates
will be increased from November
10 followinghigher operational costs
of the postal service. The PM said
yesterday that public servants sho-
uld not sit in cushioned comfort
but must go to the people—CDM.
The food subsidies in 1979 are ex-
pected to cost the country Rs.
2,332 million. The Special Presi-
dential Commission inquiring into
the misdeeds of the former goy-
ernment issued notice yesterday
on Mr. Felix Dias Bandaranaike.
The working committee of the
SLFP will meet on Saturday to

adopt a pew constitution which
envisages far reaching changes in
the party’s structure, compasition
and organisation. The high com-
mand of the TULF which met in
Jaffna over the week end decided
to expel Mr. T. Sivasithamparam,
MP for Vavuniya from the party
‘and remove him from the Vayu-
niya seat as MP for his alleged
violation of party discipline re-
ports the Lankapuwath—SU. Zam-
bian crowds attacked whites in.
the centre of Lusaka in an appa-
rent backlash of anger and sus-
picion over Rhodesian Incursion
in the country. Israeli and Egyp-
tian negotiators had seperate maet-
ings with US Secretary of State
Cyrus Vance on military agpects
of a peace agreement. A military
government took over control in
Iran last night, the Shah's apswer
to meounting unrest against his
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regime which erupted into a
week end of arson and violence—
CDM. The Baghdad Arab Summit
Conference has set up a 35 billion
dollar fund to bolster the Easterp
front against Israel. Lorry drivers
demanding  better working condi-
tions blocked major roads yester-
day as industrial uprest mounted
in France—CDM.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9:
The University of Sri Lanka has
called in the CID to investigate
what is believed to be a multi-
million rupee racket involving eg-
uipment ordered for use ip cam-
puses from the Crown Agents ip
London. President and Mrs. laye-
wardene return home today after
their visit to India and Nepal.
UNESCO has agreed to bezr the
entire cost of restoration work
of ancient cuitural and historical
monuments in the Kapdy . and
Anuradhapura districts said  the
Minister of State—CDN. Whipping
with cat-o’'nine-tails for certain gri-
evous offences has been removed
from the code of criminal procedure
and in its place such offences will
be punishable with lashes with
the canenot on the bare buttocks
but on the covered posterior:
an amendment to this effect was
made by the Minister of Justice
to the code of criminal procedure.
The PM said that District Ministers
are empowered to ensure that
the various government depart-
ments within thelr districts worked
efficiently and they should work
in'a just and proper mapner. The
narcotics carrier whe normally
travels on false passports could
be effectively checked by having a
passport bank where passports could
be retained till the passport holder
wants to leave the country; this
suggestion was made on behalf
of Sri Lanka by the DIG Crimes
at the meeting of the heads of
National Narcotics Law Enforce-
ment Agencies—CDM.  All major
Shipping Conferences have given
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Sri Lapnka npotice of further in-
creases in freight rates on some
of the commedities to be increased
by 100%4. The government will
amend the constitution In the
event of a cross-over by two TULF
MP’s to government ranks said
the President in Madras. TULF
President yesterday denied a Lanka
Puwath report that the front
had decided to expel Mr. T. Siva-
sithamparam MP for Vavuniya—SU.
The leader of the Opposition has
cancelled his visit to India and will
return home on Sunday—VK. The
leader of the SLFP, Mrs. Bapdara-
naike said the party’s new cons-
titution will ensure democracy in
party discipline and better orga-
nisation and collective rasponsi-
bility of the leadership. The SLFP
MP for Kotmale speaking in Parlia-
ment asked for a rcferendum on
the new university bill before it
{s passed—DK. The Secretary for
the Ministry of Cultural Affairs said
steps will soon be taken to trans-
late the Mahavamsa into Tamil. A Na-
tional Housing Authority which will
be in charge of the building pre-
gramme under the Colombo Deve-
lopment Project will be get up
shortly. The leader of ths JVPad-
dressing # .ublic rally alleged that
Mrs. Bandaranaike is causing com-
munal trouble in the hope of bring-
Ing her son to power—lD. The
ownarship of all paddy land aquired
by the Land Reform Commission
from 1972 onwards will be given
to firmers who cultivated the lands
when they were aquired. The
Ministry of Industries has permitted
the opening of 40 new industries
last month including a massive
soap factory at a cost of Rs. 20
million—DM. The government of
Czechoslovalkia has appointed Mr.
Jareslay Cisar ‘as Ambassador to
Sri Lanka—IDPR No.233/78. Former
Indian PM Mrs. Indira Gandhi wen
in the Chikmagalur parliamentary
constituency by 2 majority of 77,000
votes, lran's new military gov-

ernmant arrested the former head
of Savak secret police force and
several former cabinet ministers.
Isracl stressed yesterday that basic
disagreements with Egypt still stand
in the way of a peace treaty bet-
ween the two countries. Israel
PM Begin said that lsrasl wants
the five permapent members of the
UN Security Council to have veto
powers over zny future withdra-
wal of peace keeping forces from
key areas of the Sipai peninsula—
CDN. South Africa is strengthening
its forces in Namibia in face of a
military build up across the border
in Angola., Ameritans shupned pol-
ing booths in their millions yes-
terday in national eslctions and
officials predicted the lowest turn
out since World War Il. Premier
lan Smith attacked moves in Bri-
tain's Parliament to renew trade
sanctions against Rhodesia but two
major black parties in the trans-
itional government said that to
lift sanctions now would be pre-
mature—CDM. g

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER i0:
The President arrived back yes-
terday after his state visit-
cum-pilgrimage to India and Nepal;
there were no tamashas and spee-
ches at the KIA; he was met by
the PM. The Government Press
is broke and cannot buy paper
to print routine documents of
government departments; the Pa-
per Corporation has refused 1o
sell paper on credict because of
an outstanding bill of Rs. & million.
Government has agreed to buy
potatoes. from local growers at
the controlled price of Rs, 1.75
a pound; this should act as an in-
centive to local farmers to grow
more. The present parity rates
of the Sri Lanka rupee have at-
tracted a large number of foreign
students for higher studies In
various fields. Police have arrested
flve persons, two of them employed
in the Examinations Department
and two others from Jaffna In
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connection with a racket in the
issue of forged GCE results sheets
which are sold to prospective job
geekers for amounts ranging from
Rs. 200 to Rs. 500 per sheet—CDN.
Sri Lanka has received over Rs.
1,700 millions as outright grant
from the Aid Consortium coun-
tries to epable her to continue
with the economic liberalisation
measures and with the  greatly
increased public investment pro-
grammes. ' President layewardene
was given a hero's welcome,
when he returned to the island
last afternoon after his tour of
India and Nepal. Investments by
public corporations will hereafter
be financed by the National Deve-
lopment Bank which will be esta-
blished shortly by the Minister
of Finance—CDM. The Court of
Appeal yesterday ruled that the
Special Presidential Commission of
Inquiry now probing various al-
leged misdeeds of the previous
government was ultra vireg in law.
—SU.  The Minister of Cultura]
Affairs has decided to set up a pro-
vident fund for artists—DM. Presi-
dent Idi Amin of Uganda promised
to withdraw  his troops from
Tanzanian territory in exchange
for a guarantee that Tanzania would
not invade Uganda or arm its exiles
abroad.  West Germany denled
any nuclear or military co-opera-
tion with South Africa and said
accusation to the coptrary Wwere
malicious defamation. Vietnamese
Premier Pham Van Dong speaking
on Soviet TV last night deseribed
his country’s new friendship treaty
with Kremlin as 2 contribution to
peace and stability in  South-
east Asia—CDN. The ruling General
Synod of the Anglican church of
England voted against ordaining
women as priests. Top defence
ministry officials said  yesterday
India was developing its own sub-
marine and 2 new tank—CDM.
Military authorities arrested Amir
Abbas Hovedya lran's PM for mos t

TRIBUNE, November 25, 1978



of the past 13 years. Moderate
Rhodesiap  Nationalist leader Rev
Sithole during a visit to Bonn urged
that the UN ecopomic sanctions
and Arms embargo against his coun-
try should be lifted. America’s
96th Congress starts working in
January without a black senator

for: the first time in 2 dozen
years—SU.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER II:

The government will enazt legis-
lation to enuble the Special Presi-
dential Commission to contipue
with the inquiry in regard to the
matters referred to it,
told Pzrliament yesterday. The
PM will shertly present a bill in
parliament to restrict the use of
public roads by strect hawkers
and to prohibit the dumping of
‘garbage and refuse in tnautho-
rised places. The PM yesterday
called upon Opposition politieal
parties to give up isolated political
thinking and involve thnemselves
in the national development effort
the government has initiated to
raise the liviag standards of  all
people irrespa-tive of racial, com-
munal or politicaj differences. Ins-
pite of fluctuations in the world
price, the copsumer in Sri Lanka
will continue to get potatoes at
Rs. 2 per 1b from a given date. The
Public sector has been asked to
give the lead in providing emplov-
ment to blind persons—CDN. Asa
result of shortage of fuel ayiation
the Indonesian governmast has ¢an-
celled 160 special charter flizhts
carrying haj pilerims from Jaddah
to Indonesia via Colombo. Equip-
ment has alreaay been raceived
from the Swiss goverament to
set up a new meterislogical station
‘gither at Mullaitivu or at Pottuvil
within the next two years. Tne
Mnister of Lands ete speaking at
a teremony to accet the Rs. 4%
million worth of machinery and
equipment givan ‘by Britain to the
State Timber Corporation said if
this country produced its eptire
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the PM’

food requirements 2 sum of Rs.
4000 million on foreign exchange
could be saved—CDM. As the
Court of Appeal yesterday prohi-
bit2d sittings of the Special Presi-
aential Conimission of Inquiry the
PM told perliament thet the gov-
eroment would introduce laws to
enible it to continue the prob:—
SU. A jeep belonging to the lrri-
gation Department was stopped
at Mankulam at gunpoint apd a
sum of Rs 29,000 taken by threa
youths—EN. The government will
shortly decide whather to give
crown land that have not been

proserly cultivated to foreign coun-

tries for cultivation and on what
basis it should be given as a number
of countriss haye already applied
for it—ID. The ULF has issued a
statement criticising the univarsity
bill saying it allows ‘aictatorship
in uniy.rsity adninistration'—DV.
Industriess  Minister George Fer-
nandes said former PM  Indira
Gandhi's election toparliament this
week would bz challenged in court
on the grounds of large-scale im-
personation of  votes. [sraeli
bulldozers began cleaning a pew
site for Jewish settlement near
Jerusalem in a move that could
bring new dizlomatic tensions with
the 1)S. President Carter inters
vened in Egvptian-lsraeli peace talks
suggasting that a treaty between
the two countries should commit
both to the comprehensive Middle
East framework agreed at Camp
David. Pritain's minority Labour
Party goverament last nisht nar-
rowly survived a parliamentary
vote of confidance on its policy
for next year. The US hoping to
remove an irritaat in relations
with China has quierly told allies
that it will no longer block their
arms sales to Peking—CDN. Iran’s
main opposition parties and reli-
“gious leaders have called for a nation
wide general strike next Saturday.
The Geneva Assembly demanded

the immediate withdrawal of all
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foreign troops from Cyprus apd
called for the urgent resumption
of long-stalled negotiations bet-
ween Greek and Turkish Cypriots.
India’s ruling Japata Party crushed
ex-PM Ipdira Gand'ii's Congress
Party in Municipal polls in Bombay
yesterday—CDM.  Maldives Presi-
dent-elect Mammoon Abdul Gayoom

will be sworn in at midnight
today—SU.
SUNDAY, - NOVEMBER I2:

On the eve of presenting his se-
cond budget Finance Mijister Rop-
nie de Mel warned against the
twin maladies of over confidence
and euphoria ‘which could lead to
a sense of complacency which is
bad for aay government.’ Sri
Lanka will open three new diplo-
matic missions in Dacca, Singapore
and Male in the com'nz year. The
new constitution of the SLFP
was unanimously adopted by the
over 4000 strong Exascutive Com-
mittae of the party yesterday—SO.
Lack of machinery and equipment
as well as shortaze of manpower
are among the factors for the fai-
lure to achieve set targets in a
number of public sector activities
between July and September this
year according to the Ministry of
Plan Implementation. The SLFP
Irader Mrs. Sirima Baadaranaike
was upanimously re-elacted Presi-
dent of the party; she said the time
was now rine for positive politiral
agitation. Of the 351,880 anpli-
caats for the [ncome Support
allowanee of Rs. 50 2 month 331,
771 have heen detarmined as eli-
gible to recaive it—ST. Mrs. Siri-
mavo Bandaranaike yesterdav gai-
ned full control of the SLFP as its
Exacutive Committee unanimously
decided to adopt a new consti-
tution. The PM is to commence a
crash programme to'eradicate the
mosquito menace in the city. The
Attorney General will in future
examine all draft lagislation pre-
pared by the Legal Draftsman’y
Department for ministries, be,
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fore presentation to the cabinet—
WK. The Minister of Plantation
Industries declared open the Pal-
myrah Products Board in Jafipa—
EN. A group of Professors and
lecturers of the universities are

i, going to propose to the govern-

ment to admit students to the
university on the population ratio
basis—RR. Eqvoys from the Orga-
nisation of African Unlity arrived
yesterday to attempt further me-
diation in the border war between
Uganda and Tapzania after Presi-
dent Julius Nyerere’s abrupt dis-
missal of an earlier formula to end
the fighting. Tens of thousands
of people marched through the
centre of Madrid last night to pro-
test against the political violence
which has claimed 65 lives In Spain
this year. White Rhodesia yesterday
celebrated 13 vears of unilateral
ihaependence from Britain—ST. Life
in the Iranian capital appearad to
be gatting back to normal but
soldiers still guarded strategic po-
ints in the city of four milllon
people. Tne lranian military sov-
ernment detained Dr. Karim San-
jabi, leader of the Opgosition
Narionzl Front Party as he was
akout to adaress a press conference.
US President said he does not
favour a sererate peace treaty bet-
ween Egypt and lsrael. Eayptian
President Apwar Sadat said that
conclusion of the peace talls with
Israel could not be predicted—WK.

XKoo

ISSUES, SOLUTIONS & TRENDS—4

Gloomy Tidings
by Shirley |. Payoe

Shepherd of Mankind: We fear
this is going to be a dismal col-
umn. We have to record with
sorrow the passing away of Pope
Paul VI. The Pope is dead; Long
live the Pope. At this writing,
smoke rings have announced the
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- sensible question:

election of Pope John Paul as suc-
cessor. In our agnostically inclined
mi_ d there springs a secemingly
Wiiat happens
to the theoretical infallibility of
the Church during enforced though
brief periods of interregnum
whepn there is no Head of the
Papacy! Ope way out is retro-
propectively effective pronounce-
ments and rulings.

We leave the qeustions un”
answered to give readers a story
from the Last War, when 738
American planes flew over Rome
shedding bombs op that beautiful
and historic City. Pope Pius Xl
and Monsignor Montini rushed out
in 2 Vatican car takirg whatever
money they could lay their hands
on. When they reached the flames
men, women and children fell on
their knees before the Holy Father
who blessed them. Mornsignor
Montinl on a signal from the Pope
distributed money without any
means of estimating the needs.
And then..(We npow turp you
over to William E. Barrett whose

book originally entitled *“Shepherd -

of Mankind” was published in the
Pan Series in 1966 as Pope Paul Vi.
Over then to Mr. Barrett..)

“A  half-crazed woman with a
child in her arms ran towards the
Holy Father as he returped to the
shattered besilica. She fell on her
knees before him and as he raised
his hand in blessing, she bounded
up and thrust the child into his
arms.

‘Bring her back’. she screamed,
‘Ask Christ! Bring her back.’

Pope Pius Xl stocod helplessly

with a small child in his arms and
with blood running down the front
of his white cassock until other
woman gathered around the frenzied
mother and took the body of the
little girl away from him.

He went bick then with Mop-

slgner Montini to their car beside
the barricades. The smoke hung
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in the sky all night.."” (That was
Mr. Barrett writing on page 174
on the Pan edition). In Jupne 1963
Monsignor Montini became Pope
Paul VI apd later visited our coun-
try and gave us his blessing.

Burning Spear of Africa: We
have also to record the passing
away of Jomo Kenyatta, the wise
old man with the long fly ‘whisk,
who was once the pripcinal, of
Kenya Tezchers' College which, not
surprisingly, turped out keen na-
tiopalists. The College was sup-
pressed by the British after the
Mau Mau outbraak in 1952.

Although Kzpyatta was more
bent on winning freedom aud con~
solidating the gains of his courtry.
it was he and his contemporary
Kwame Nkrumazh, who first lit
the spear of freedon: in Africa.

Erom the time of the potorious
scramble for Africa in the Jast
quarter of the 19th century up to
the eve cf the World War Two
there wore oply three independert
states, Liberla, Ethiopia and Egypts
in the whole dark continent.
Twenty years after were nine
free nations, the adcitions being
Sudan, Morocco, Tunisia, Libya,
Ghana and Guipea. The spear
was burring its w-y deep ‘into
tiie African soul; nations were
refusivg to be hewars of logs and
drawers of water and ‘rebelling
against the false belief that pro-
vidence created some to be the
menials of others.” By 1960 Nigeria,
Corgo, Fr.Togoland, Fr. Camercons
and Somalla were added to the
fold.

Free struggles brought funda-
mental changes in the African situ-
ation as stated by MNkrumah in his
book ‘Africa Must Unite’. This
effort called for enormous struggles
and sacrifices. In Kenyatta's land
it required a pight of the long
knives to bring freedom. In addi-
tion Nkrumah played the Yital role
of a Black-Nasser trying to estab-
blish unity and crosslinks across
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tribalisms in pations that had been
deliberately carved without re-
gard to geographical and ethpic
factors during the scramble.

Many were the ruses tried by
the Whites to keep Africzns in a
subdued state. Direct military
interventions appear less Impor-
tant compared with the subtle ruses
with which world opinion was to
be swayed. Among them were
concepts that gave recognition and
privilege to ‘civilized blacks', along
with equal status with tha whites,
thereby zlienating them from their
people. Another was an attempt,
as in Algeria, to integrate African
territory — copstitutionally  with
the European ‘mother country'.
Another favourite ruse (even now
practised) was UN Trusteeship.

To give the devil his due, it was
an ex-Battle-of-Britain pilot named
lan Smith who devised the best
of the ruses. This was Unilateral
Declaration of Independence
(UDI), a form of political inter-
uterine device to prevent the con-
ception of even an embryenic form
of black national rule. The device
enabled Smith to by-pass Britain’s
constitutional responsibility ard to
prolong to this day white minority
dominztion.

It is difficult to see how Britain
which had always insisted else-
where on proper aseptic de-colonis-
ing processes, can evade the issue
any further and toady up to a man
who broke Britain’s own rules of
the game. For doing less than
Smith, other fresdom strugglers
in the colonies have besp ijailed,
tried and bumped off.

Air Ceylon Ai The Cross-
roads: Air Ceylon was virtually
forced out of the skies with a bang
instead of a whimper when its
last flight-worthy craft—the ill-fated
Avro—burnt to a wreck on the
Ratmalana tarmae. It was luck
that prevented a far greater cala-
mity. Sabotage is suspected.
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Who did it is being investigated
as we found when we called at the
Airport with our laminated press
pass. Wa were among friends,
former-colleagues and in familiar
grounds, but we were, correctly,
stopped at the railing by the armed
guard that corcdoned off the area
for the investigations. We found
the slueths busy, including a ten-
year old lad who was under the
wing of the doemed plane. In slue-
thing it probably -pays to ignore
rules and start young!

This sabotage and investigation
apart, we need to probe in the
first place whether we are air-
minded or wedded still to a bullock-
cart mentality. True epough we
once had a traditional mudalali
pilot, a pioneering Gagarin com-
plete with top-knot, who ob-
tained his licence from our own
Air Academy. We also had that
yatching apd flying enthusiast and
inventor, Mr. Ray Wijewardena,
whose curious and noisy little Gy-
rocopter provided him with week-
end pleasure and thrills to small
boys. We also had a Flying Club
which toyed with line 2nd radio
control models. We also had a
Link trainer installed in a room at
Ratmalana.

In the 19605 TWA ofered to
develop Ratmalana Airport to In-
ternational standards with tourist
hotels, engineering facilities, a
runway extension to the sea with
an upderpass for Galle Road—in
exchange for 10-yearlanding rights.
We rejected the offer and a few
yeors later the authorities haras-
sed Mr. Ray Wijewardena for dis-
turbing the afternoon siestas of 2
few people with his private flying
contraption.

The record of misuse of equip-
ment and institutions and the dam-
pening of enthusiasts is indeed dis-
mal; the manper in which Air Cey-
lon was permitted to rup itself
proves beyond doubt that we as a
nation are still wedded to a firm
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Air Caylon

bullock-cart meptality.

V¥hat Sri Lanka needs today is:—

(a) A aviation
policy,

(b) Even a late realizatlon of
the potential of aviation for pas-
services apd its
connections with tourism and ex-
ports,

(c) Aa awarepess of what is
happening around us in the aviation
field,

(d) An honest attempt to prevent
the spread of Air Ceylon's malaise
to the Aviation Department.

clear national

There is a distinct trend towards
centralism and longer, larger hauls
of passengers/carge from sophisti-
cated terminals. Wide-body craft.
cut rate fares and promotional
freight rates will see more and
more passengers/cargo take to the
air in the comiag years. Nothing
less than a sensatiopal increase in
fuels costs will prevent this, and
if we are wise we can ba In the
centre of action beacause of our
geogranhical advantages. We have
our inadequacies, of course, like
school boy slueths—while Scotland
Yard depends on experienced grey-
haired chaps!

X X X

IN THE TUB
by Diogenes

Qut Of Time And -Space

The Mastar stepped out of tims
and space and- saw the latest copy
of the Tribune lying beside his Tub
whith had some referepnce to air
conditioners, kettles and the Traps-
port Ministry. He therefore walked
many thousand miles trapsporting
himself in thought through the
many centuries into =z tiny little
island called Sri Lanka and roamed
the streets of its capital.
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Poem

He found that it was a beautiful
little island where the npatives
were intelligent and of a very
pleasant disposition although a large
number of them were half-starxing
because of the rising cost of living
which meant rising fortupes for
a hapdful ameong them who were
helping themselves to the utmost
even in the choicest wine and
food brought from distant lands.
There were luxury cars transport-
ing many a lounging Maecepas and
many a dope trafficker, black-
marketeer, smuggler and racke-
teer. On the other hand the
Master also saw the city workers
hanging cn to the footheards of
buses and trains like bats, in 2
perilous effort to reach their work-
place and homes.

Those who worked were under-
going great hardship apd their
wages went only half way to meet
their vital peeds. Malnutrition or
indebtedness - was their common
lot and more often they encoun-
tered both. The idlers however
who shirked their duties to the
state and society were provided
with cars to transport themselves,
their wives and children to office,
market and the schocls. In office
there were air conditionars,
electric kettles, polished tables,
cushioned chairs, carpets and pretty
damsels who prepared their fa-
vourite beyerage produced f-om
the leaves gathered from the hills
whenever they needed refresh-
ment to wake them from their
slumber. «

Diogenes discovered that in this
tiny island, idleness was recognisad
and accepted as a national virtue
whereas work and a conscientious
discharge of ope's duties ‘were
considered as an uncommon natio-
nal vice and disloyalty to the esta-
blishment. The air-conditioners,
kettles, carpets and the comely
darnsels were indeed of little use
where work was done so that the
natives Instal such things in places
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where idle flupkeys are placed in
positions of pewer and patronage
as they alone will know and have
the time to enjoy them most. He
found that those who held high
positions in the Trapsport Ministry
when they did not tzke flight to
far off lands to place orders for
coaches, buses, engines and spare
parts costing millions to the State,
relaxed in comfort in their air-
conditioned rooms sipping their
tea while millions worth of things
ordered from abroad over the
years kept rotting and gathering
rust in the yard.

Successive governments in this
tiny island have petted and pam-
pered those men who idle and
intrigue squandering the pational
wealth of the state and harassing
the dutiful opes. High officials
fly at great expense to the S5tate
when they go on shopping sprees
on behalf of themselves and the
State. In contrast the Mastar also
saw the hardworked medical men
working themselves out in places
worse than cattlesheds which were
called medical clinics. Idling and
bungling, intrigue and backbiting,
sneaking and back-stabbing werse
the watchwords for success and
progress but the dutiful led them-
selves into trouble apnc barassment.

The total length of the railway
track in this tiny island was not
more than a thousand miles apd
the millions' squandered from the
resources of the state do not in
any w".ly lessen the travials and
perils for the travallers or increase
their comforts. The tracks were
unatiended to and rusty, the buses
continued to belch, the coaches
were as bad as ever without seats
that were wide epough to rest
the bottoms. The state was as in-
debted and bankrupt as the natives
but a handful of men had plentiful
wealth in the midst of poverty.

The natural resources of the
island were vast and all the natio-
nal wealth obtained  therefrom
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was frittered away without pur-
pose or plan. Even the publlc
servents were in dabt and daily
their hardships Increased Wwith
added woes. Diogenes thought
that it will be 2 wise government
which will give them immediate
relief as these public servants had
reached a breaking point in their
suffering.

The Master found that Sri Lanka
was truly a paradisef or the tourists
from abroad who found it cheaper
to live in luxurious hotels here
than remzin in their homes. The

‘Master also found that the blessings

rhat the Gods had shovered on
tha land were enjoyed only by a
few, He returned to his Tub leay-
ing the shores of this beautiful
island sadly reflecting on all natures
bounty and man's inhumanity to
map and wondered how in this
island called the Dhamma Dipa,
there was so much misery and tak-
ing of human lives. The Buddha:
true to the old saying, was not
honoured in the home of his tea-
chings.

VOl S B

CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS

Mazhaweli—-On The
Track

by R. Kahawita

FROM ALL 'ACCOUNTS, work
on Mahaweli Davelcpment seems
to have got a good start. There
are promises of sizeable aid from
several friendly countries and aid
clubs. There are offers to upder-
take the construction of many of
the dams. Maduru Oya reseryoir
has been committed and equip-
ment is trickling in. Victoria Falls
dam has been spatched away;
Randenigala is being actively cop-
sidered by a donor country; Uma
Oya svstem is belng looked Ipto
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before being committed for aid
and coastruction, There is some
development talk ahout Moragzaha-
kanda complex and a Techpical
Report on Kotmale Reservoir has
been submitted by a neizhbouring
country.

To implement these promises,
at home—a Co-ordinator General
has been appointed; The Mzha-
weli Development Board itself has
been retailored and additional per-

' sonnel brought in; work on 2

shramadana basis has been orga-
nised; Youth groups have been
set up and deployed on the deve-
lopment areas. The “youth wor-
ker' has been promised the land
he works on.

The Purana village folks who
were bull-dozed off their posses-
slons have re-dozed inte their
ancestoral abodes.  Supply and
distribution systems 2re being
constructed. Men and women need-
ed for construction and develop-
ment work are being trained.
Land Surveyors for pioneer work
and assessment of land resources
are being put through rapid cour-
ses of training, and finally this
whole massive undertaking has been
placed under the direction of 2
single Ministerial Portfolio.

A project of such massive pro-
portions, territorially and finan-
cially has three basic develop-
ment disciplines.

They are:—

I. Technical Development of
. Resources:

That Isi- construction of reser-
voirs, hydro power plants,” chan-
nels and distribution systems,
roads and buildings, agevelop-
meat of the infra structure
riecessary to service pew com-
‘munities and all other ancillary
works' to conserve, control and
mapage the resources.

2. Agricultural Development:

That is: clearing and preparing
the land for cultivation, experi-
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menting Wwith npew crops and
parcelling out the land accordiag
to its suitability for differant
crops and to fall in line with
the local weather cycle. Stud:ing
the ecopnomic aspects of different
crops both money-wise and water
consumption-Wise: organising an
efficient extension service t> guide
and pzriicipate in the develop-
ments of crops ana cropping
patterns; educating the new far-
mers i1 new agricultural practices
and dissimate the results of
agricultural research to the
farming community. Finally to
establish  meaningful  rapport
between farmer and research
worker to increase production.

3, Sattlement and Orientation
of the New Settlers:

This is the more difficult of the
three agpects. It calls for 2 great
deal of ingenuity to handle and
understand the new settlers; and
exercise that must start at the
interview and interrcgation stage
of selecting the farmers. There
are no fixed patterns or guide
lines in this process of re-siting
the settlers in their new envi-
ronment. Those who are invel-
ved In the task of selecting and
settling have to play by “ear
and pick up the notes as the
tune develops' so to say. To per-
form this task, there should
be sociologists, home-gciestists,
health wo~kars, psychologists and
a sort of “pater frmilias” who
can understand the human prob-
lems as they surface and to find
a quick solution before the
problem gets hold of the settler
and disheartens him.

This kind of dissatisfaction spreads
rapidly even to those who have
no problems. This is human
nature and it has no remedy.
Such a2 malady, neglected, can
militare against the achievement
of projsct targets. The main
target of the project is to settie
the farmers to exploit the re-
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Mahaweli

sources harpessed at such mas-
sive cost iy the shortest possible
time so that the settler himself
should be able to achisve eco-
nomic Indepen'dence within a
coup e of seasons of taking over
his new wealth, From the point;

of view of the State, the capital

invested—the investment is in
astronomical figures—must give
a reasonable return as quickly
as possidle. If not servicipg the
loags, inflation. and such other
repercussionrs due to a stagnant
economy will be unsurmountable;
with the result, inspite of the
enormous Investment our people
will become poorer and poorer.

OF TH:Z THREE DISCIPLINES
dizcussed above this third discipline
is the difficult one to handle. So
far, in this respect, we have failed
in many schemes, much smaller
than Mahaweli Project, and In
several cases we have almost given
up the struggle and have allowed
settlers to languish In their own
destitution.  With these experi-
ences befcre us, should we not be
advised by our failures and plan
tha third discipline under Maha-
well in a different way to what
we have done in the past! Should
we not do-soms rethinking to
close the gaps that led us to in-
activity in the past? lt is happening
just now at Uda Walawe. Should
we not Set up an organisation to
study the various facets of the
settlement problems and prepare
action-prozrammes to' ensure the
smooth inflow and settlement of
the new farmers in the Mahaweli
ragion?

In 2 settlemepnt programme of
this magnitude there are many

basic issues to be discussed and
decisions taken. :And the maip
issue that affects the future pros-
perity of the settler is the extent
of his agricultural holding. It must
be of an economically vizble size
of unit, based on current and long
term prices for such produce and
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Mahaweli

the type of crops that will give
him a reasonable return. The size
of holding is a priority decision
that should be taken before the
settlers are Introduced to the re-
gion. The guiding criteria to deter-
mine the size of holding are-:
full employment for  the family,
income therefrom should be such
to ancthor the settier and his hold-
ing permanently on the land: with
the income, he and his family,
should be able to improve the qua-
lity of life to a better level than
what they enjoyed in their village,
or urban area they left behind:
the gross income should be better
than what is available to them in
other avenues of employment with
the same educational and social
back groupnd; should be better
than what they would get if hired
their lzbour to others.

With emphasis on partial mecha-
nisation of agricultural chores, as
now preached by the Policy
malers, the extent of holdings sho-
uld be such that the machines the
farmers acquire can be fully uti-
lised; can be depreciated and ser-
viced with the income they earn
from their. upits, they should be
able to pay back to the State a part
of development cost, malntenance
¢€ost; and a land cum water Frate.
Finally the State expenditure on
the project and settlement should
earn a revenue to service the
foans and pay them back to the
fenders. These financial require-
ments canpot be achieved if the
settlement policy were to be to
kesp the settler just above the
starvation line. The whole opera-
tion, as we see it, Is to geperate a
surplus of food to feed the rest
of our population, The scheme
&f settlement should pot be used
as a solution 6 our uax-employ=
ment problams, It is Incidental
to the ssttlament exercise, Our
goals are to tralp the young to 2

way of life which ensures them

their independence and economic
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liberation and to share the obli-
gation of the State to produce
sufficient food for the people who
have 2 stake In the prolect. And
finally the new community to be
the back bone of the Agricultural
sector of the country.
The question then arises,
what should be the unit of
agricul.ural holdings? The
International Ovrganisation
which has made a study of
this subject in depth has given
certain guide lines, based on
maximum use of water re-
sources and income patterns
to service the investment and
employment potentials, for
us to follow. Their recom-
mendations should not be
treated lightly. Therefore, if
it is needed to change their
recommendations; what thuy
have recommended should
be subjected to a critical
analysis taking all the current

before a final decision is
made to deviate from what
they have suggested in thelr
findings. In view of the pre-
sent Land Policies of the
‘Government the ultimate size
of land unit is of paramount
importance to the economic
growih of ihe country. Onze
dane it cannoé be changed
again.

As far as we are aware, the ad-
ministration has reached no finality
yet on the size of halding. The
adhoc decisions on this subject,
if any, in operation mow should
be replaced by a final comprehepsive
policy decision. This is urgent as
the sizz of uqit is the leverage that
tan be used to draw the correct
type of ssttler to the scheme.
The success of the projsct is in
their hands, not in technical ach-
ievements and accomplishments.
The recommexndation of the UNDP

factors into consideration team arei—
Size Operator Cultural Percentage of
land distributed
200/500 Ac Co-operative Mechanise 5%
15,, Small mechanized Mechanizes 5
farms
3-5 Acs.  Small individual  Family labour $0%
farms

Note; Minimun individual size of holding s 3 acres where full
employment, growing a variety of crops all the year round

with gravity or lift

ireigation can yield the income norm

accepted: This sho.ld be the minimun size of holding.

The new settlers need to live
in a community so as to maintzin
their cultural activities as inde-
pendent communities or as integral
parts of the communities that are
there.

The new community is the focal
point of the social, cultural and
political growth. What has to be
created Is similar to the Purana
villages or like any one of our vil-
lages; similarity of environment
has a pull towards stability. What
should be the streagth (grouping)
of a purely agricultural community?
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Various studies have been made
on this subject, particularly by
the lsraelis and to some extent by
the African countries. The acceps
ted “village cenglomieration” is 80
to 100 family units plus tne units
engaged in servicing that number,
Ultimately there may be a gross
population of 500 to 600 souls
settled In each village unit.

SUCH VILLAGE UNITS should
be clustered around “‘Service Cep»
tres’” where primary commercial,
administrative, and distribution,
organisations should be located.
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As to how many villages should
be served by one “Service Centre’”,
there are variance of opinions.
No doubt this is a difficult thing
to be dogmatic; there are so many
problems—mainly human and hu-
man propensities to be copsidered
before reaching finality. Geperal-
ly three or four units per Service
Centre have been accepted as a
manageable number without over
urbanizing the rural population de-
pending on the centre. Ultimately
a Service Centre may have to cater
for 2000 to 2500 souls plus its
own service population.

Several Service Centres will
have to depend on a regional “Ad-
ministrative Centre” which will
assume the proportions of a size-
able township with all the facilities,
conveniences, social = eptertain-
ments etc. This will be where
urbanity will grow. It will expand
in the number and variety of com-
mercial, social, cultural Institu-
tions as the economic life of the
region grows. The limit may be
three to four “Service Centres”
to each “Administrative Ceptre’.
It may eventually serve a total
population of about 12,000 souls.

Area wise, considering the agri-
cultural activities and agro based
industries to complete the deve-
lopment programmes, there may be
about 15,000 acs. of agricultural
land drawing their ‘“‘sustenance”
from each of the Administrative
Centres. Such centres should be
well located to serve the existing
settlers as well as the future settlers.
These centres should be well plap-
ned and all the basic services pro-
- vided so that the end result will be
a2 socially and technically planned
township.

We have made several mistakes
in the early schemes like Minneriya,
Kalawewa, Elahera etc. where objec-
tives were to dump the ‘‘unwanted
villages” in new settlements. In our
hurry to get over the unemployment
problems let us not repeat the same
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blunders. To avoid this there should
be an advance team to plan region
by region as dzvelopment progresses.
It should be started now not after
the need arises. ' Thinking in advance
and locating the development acti-
vities around future townships and
administration centres will help to
draw  permanently some of the ser-
vices needed to cater for the new

settlers even before they arrive,
The three phases of develop-
ment programmes discussed

above to render the whole of Maha-
weli region ecoriomically viable.
Accelerating the speed of construc-
tion to complete the thirty year
programme in six years should
not be considered as a “Palitical
Stunt” or some say a “‘Political
Gundu™. It is pational survival.
How soon the totality of the ob-
jectives can be achieved depends
on the performance of the people
of country who are directiy and
indirectly involved in impliment-
ing the development programmes.
And through such efforts, it will be
possible to attain economic via-
bility within a reasonable time.
The goals of economic via-
bility do not depend on tech-
nical development, It is
geared primarily to the per-
formance and work of the
farmers. and of those who
are associated with the far-
mers, from the selecticn point
up to the point of the far-
mer’'s harvest and marketing
of his produce,

Therefore the selection .of “the
associates’ what ever their spe-
cialities are,’ should be of that
quality and temperament that they
will be able to tupe themselyes
to the need of the moment—a
contended farmer, with perfor-
mance and production as a joint
effort by the farmer and his asso-
ciates. Such associates may not
be available over the counter.
Therefore training courses in va-
rious specialities needed to settle
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Fil m Review

the farmers should be established
In the various regions covered by
the Mahaweli complex.

Pending the development of faci-
lities in the regions, selection,
training and disciplining the asso-
ciates” must be undertaken. They
should be the advance guard to
go into the settlement areas and
prepare the way to receive the
new settlers. Conteatment in the
new setting of a farmer unit is half
the battle won. By now we should
have “whole army" of these asso-
ciates being put througn their
paces. One capnot overemphasise
the need and urgency for such
training to fulfll the hopes the
country has placed on Mahaweli.

We seem te be still worried about
who, in the first instance, conceived
the project. This is history now and
we gain nothing by reiterat ng the
facts over again. Time haz come to
create history by completing the
project in record time and settling
the farmers to go  into prodiiction
also in record time—not in twenty
years like at Gal Oya but in six
years.

These should be the targets
to be set up by the Hon. Minister
of Mahaweli Developmant.

EdLlTM

Rampage

The story of an elephapt's
revenge. An elephant which sys-
tematically eliminates people till
finally, on the day of reckoning,
as it were, he and the one who
wronged him so many years previ-
ously meet to resolve matters.
The film creates a peaceful and
calm picture in the beginning de-
picting life on a thea estate in 1938,

Only when people begin to die,
killed by an elephant, does the
film start moving and it manages
to keep one spell-bound and won-
dering who the next victim will be i
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Film Review

Yet orie cannot say it was a tepse
film for It had its tranquil moments.
Though the elephant destroys so
many people one does not see him
till the very end, when he comes
face to face with his opponent-
He is a magnificient specimen. And
{hat does hie have against the man?
Years ago, while out op a hunting
trip, the planter Charles Serasinghe
kills the mother without any nro-
yocation and the young calf is left
destitute. To try and make amends
the hunter takes it back homs,
but it escapes after a few years.
The man does not hunt anymore.
Many years later when the ele-
pant begins a series of killings of
of the people in that peaceful area,
the SP asks Charles Serasinghe
to go out and hunt the elephant
down. He refuses right to the
very end when Julie Squires, with
whom he has ap affair is killed.
Her husband Martin was his com-
panion when he went out on the
hunting expedition and killed the
mother elephant. Charles suspects
right along who the: killer was
but does not actually tell the whole
story until the night that Julie
is killed.

It is beautifully filmed, with some
of the most splendid views of our
hill country in all its many hues,
and the various sounds of the wild
are also captured. The acting is
good, we were particularly impres-
sed with Chris Greet's depiction
of the cowardly, drunken husband.
Gamini Fonseka and Mary Tamm
did in no way fall below the mark.

Despite its typically British set-
ting complete with butlers and all
the other accompaniments, a th-
read of the mystic east, with its
‘strange fatality, its beliel in des-
tiny and revenge, of retribution
runs through the film. And though
it is a film made principally with
tha foreign audience in mind, should
have universal appeal. It certainly
left ap im,act on our mind.

V.A.
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SCIENCE, SCIENTISTS &
SOVERFIGNTY —3

" Why Research Officers

Falter
by S. N. de S. Seneviratne

|

| This Presidential Address
| was delivered at the 3lst
Annual Session of the Sri
Lanika Association For The
Advancement of Science
in 1975 by Dr. S. N. de S
Seneviratne and the title
was SCIENCE, SCIENTISTS
AND SOYEREIGNTY—
SOME CONSIDERATIONS
FOR THE THIRD WORLD.
Woe are publishing the speech
in three instalments because
it is a brilliant exposition
of the problems that have
confronted and still confront
scientists in this country.
Some time ago, the brain
drain of scientists was ac-
cepted as something about
which nothing could be done.
Today, the government
wants the brain drain re-
versed, but as far as Tribune
can see the conditions not
only for the return of sci-
entists but also for keeping
those still here have not
been created?

Readers will find Dr. Sene-
viratne's address of absorb-
ing Interest and Tribune will
shortly take up some of
the matters he has raised
| in his speech.

}

ELSEWHERE | HAVE REFERRED
to the exodus of professionally
trained officers to pastures abroad.

It is 2 fair question to ask, “If
the post-groduate degrees from re”
cognized institutirs obrocd cre mere-
ly symbols engbling our specialists
to desert their country, why train
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them at all?'’ Every society has its
complement of individuals whose
actions are motivated solely by
self-interest. We are po excep-
tion. But the variety of reasons
which induce scientists to leave
this country in disgust axd despair
should not be lighly dismissed.
Not -infrequently, young officers,
after a stimulating experience in
post-graduate  research  abroad
return to empires where mere
suryival depends on the offering
of incence to the Caesars in power.
Woriting 2bout the struggle aga-
inst colonialism in Africa, John
Hatch observed ‘'..the fight was
concerned with Afiican people, not
simply with constitutional changes
nor with the replacement of arbitrary
colonial administrations by equally
arbitrary African oligarchies.”

There are oligarchies in Asia
too, in scientific institutions
in Asian countries, ours in=
cluded. For many scientists,
disiilusionment begins when
they encounter the violence
of this vicious system. There
are, of course, scientific dip=
lomats who have perfected
techniques for survival and
advancement in such systeams.
But for those who are unable
or unwilling to make the
adjustments, the professional
qualification becomes the pass-
port to escape into a more
hopeful position elsewhere,

The problem is sufficiently se
rious to warrant atteption because
no Third World country, struggling
to achieve true eccnomic freedom,
can afford the impoverishment of
its scientific capability by the sick-
ness of its management system.
Here tco, a suitably structured
Research Council cap play a vital
role in determining that scieptists
are allowed to contribute to patio-
nal development within an orga-
nisational framework which pre-
vents, or at least minimises ad-
ministrative violence.
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THE  UNDERUTILISATION  of
trained personnel in their owp
specialist fields is another aspect
which deserves attention. At the
present time, many specialist officers
spend a conslderable proportion of
their time on activities incidental
to their technical functions. Ade-
quate institutional arrapgements
to provide the supporting services
are often lacking. Not infrequently,
such arrangements and orgapisa-
tions ag are available simply do ot
work. Office trays with documents
which ought to be processed ex-
peditiously often seem to serve
as archives where papers are pre-
served for posterity.  Procuring
supplies is a perennial problem and
funds are not zlways tha obstacle.

A few examples will be illumi-
nating. We have in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, an establish-
ment called the Agricultural Cept-
tral Stores to service the securing
of supplies, elearance of cargoes,
etc. While in charge of the Agri-
cultural Research Statiop at Rahap-
gala, | placed an indent for labora-
tory equipment to be obtained
from England on 20th December
1962. The goods were eveptually
delivered at Rahangala on 25th
January 1955, over two years later!
It had taken our Departmental
organisation eighteen menths mere-
ly to clear the crates and have them
despatched to the indenting unit!
One can imagine the condition of
the items when finally received.
And our Departmental accounting
tnit was so efficlent that it was
1970 when they got down to the
business of settling Transit You-
chers of 1962/63.

Mote recently in 1973, 1 followed
the clearance of a shipment of
laboratory equipment which was
delayed due to cussedness, stupi-
dity and Inefficiency. | was informed
that it had taken I I/2 months
to “process the documents”. The
Postal Department has a similar
record. Customs Declaration Forms
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in respect of 4 parcel with materials
for virus research were sent on
17th March 1975 and followed up
by a series of reminders and regis-
tered letters. Op I5th May the
GPO informed me that the parcel
was lying unclaimed and will be
disposed of. Morz activity pre-
prevented this. The parcel was
eventually received on 3rd Jupe
1975.

Innumerable  examples may be
provided of how scientific research
can be obstructed by the sheer in-
efficiency and apathy of servicing
organisations.  However, the point
is clear. If a revolution does not take
place in vitalising those organisations
which exist to serve and assist our
national effort, scientists too are
wasting their time in attempting ta
contribute their mite to national
development.

TIME is apother vital commodity.
Scientists cannot operate with their
eyes directed towards the clock.

Scientists In Our Sociéty

Time for them has a premium
value. *“From each according to
his ability, to each according to his
needs."” This is a good socialist
principle. In the old days, Inde-
pendent transport, particularly a
car, was very much a status symbol.
The bigger the chassis, the greatér
the prestige.

For scientists, independent
transport is not primarily a
status consideration. Mobi-
lity for them is an essential
nead—if they are to perform
their functions efficiently.
After all the Government has
provided vehizles to Police
Officers and personnel in the
armed forces—it is a recogni-
tion that special considera-
tion must be given Lo officers
responsible for maintaining
law and order, The crucial
importance of the nation build-
ing tasks which scientists must
accomplish also deserve con:
sideration. ;

TROUBLE IN THE FTZ—PAUL PERERA?
ISIT NOT A FACT that recent developments in the FTZ—GCEC to use
the correct terminology—has caused many big shots in the Governsisnt to
sit up? That reports reaching the Tribune show that top boss, Upali
Wijewardene, has circularised a1l departments (and even posted up notices
on boards) about a major change in the administration? That Up to now
Paul Perera, who is reputed to be one of the best known loyalists of
the President, had exercised many admrinistrative functions in the GCEC
set-up? That when he was away in Washington and elsewhere (he is
still away) the “Board" is reported to have stripped him of many powers
he had exercised as the Working Director and that these powers have
now been thrust upon the “Secretary” who has overnight been made
“the Secretary General’’? That insiders have reported to Tribune that
in future the only powers that Paul Perera will exércise will relate to
local government; regional planning, engineering and matters legal?
That the circular really indicates that Paul Perera has been specifically

excluded from everything pertaining to “investment”? That there is v

no doubt that something funny is going on in the GCEC? That sometime |
ago Triburie reported that President Jayewardene Fad toput hisfoot
down on an attempt by a VIP in the GCEC (allegedly Czar Upall) for
wanting to set up a bloek rubber processing plant contrary to Section
8 of the Act? That the present coup in the GCEC agalnst Paul Perara,
regarded as one of the powerful stalwarts of the Establishment, s said
by many t6 be the harbinger of mighty starms to come in the FTZ?
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Scientists fn Our Soclety

There is a strong case in
favour of scientists and pro-
fessionils engaged In work
demanding mobility, to be
allowed to obtain indepen-
dent transport—practiczl uti-
*iity vehicles, not prestige sym-
bols. Their useiulness will
be considerably enhanced
if their time is not wasted
and their encrgies dissipatad
on account of inadequate
transport facilities. Some con-
cessions also ought to be
considered so that the burden
of possessing independant
trznsport will be overbearing.
‘It is naive to argue that this
is a luxury or a privilege. Of
course there is an alternative,
—preatly reduced work out-
put, lack of interest and-
premature death of persons
whose contributions to na-
tional development the
country can ill afford to loose.

IS APPROPRIATE, finally, to
refer here to the type of recogni-
tion, or rather the lack of it, ex-
perienced by seleptists in the public
service. The scientist, generally,
is an anonymous animal. He works
in relative obscurity., Uplike cer-
taip privileged groups in the public
sector, he is not perpetually orbit-
ing Influential centres. He capnot
topple a government by drastic
trade Uupion 2ction although any
glackening of his eforets could
jeopardise the wellbeing of future
geperations as well as his own.
Perhaps tnis explains why scientists
as a group have received little
attention froem successive govern-
ments and why they continus to
emain a ‘dapressed caste.’

In the public sector, Research
Officers live and die in the recruit-
ment gred= if they opt to work in
their fields of speciaiisation. Their
only hope - of better remuneration
is to leave their specialist jobs and
climb the hierarchical ludder in ad-
ministrative posts. For them the
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Report of the Salaries and Cadres
Commission—[974 graciously recom-
mended a single grade with a scale—
Rs.8,800—2 X 360412 X 480 -16,800,
Scientists in this country have been
vitcims of a system in which creative
work, valuable work having far
reaching effects on national deve-
lopment, carry no weight at all in
securing for them better remunera-
tion and improved prospacts. Of
course, creative work, whether of
writers or musicians or even of scien-
tists has seldom been recognised
by tne establishment. The great
composer Mozart was buried in a
pauper’s grave and Milton got £ 10
for his ‘Paradise Lost.

However distinguished the com-
pany of the disinherited, no gov-
erpment can be excused for con-
tinually overlooking the condi-
tions of employment of its scientists.
Scientists do not seek to be con-
sidered a class apart. VWhen officers
of the Administrative Service with
five years’ service can aspire to
Class Il posts, when engineers
with eight years' service cap be
in the Directorate, when very
ordinary mortals are elevated to
dizzy heights in the Corporations,
it is inconceivable that profes-
sionally qualified scientists with
years of servie and contributing
substantially to national develop-
ment should be consigned for life
.into the recruitment grade if they
remain as active scientists. A lone
dissenter of the Salaries and Cadres
Commission—1%74 declared:

The Scientists have a pre-
eminent role to play in the
development of 2 country. | wish
in this connection to endorse
the views expressed in his Dis-
senting Report by Mr. N. S,
Perera, member of the Wilmot
Perera Commission. We cannot
hope to attract into the ranks of
Scientists men of the highest
calibre unless their salaries and
cadre ratios are at least as at-
tractive as those of the Adminis-
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trative Service. Many of our
problems including those relats
ing to rice and other produce
would have been solved long
ago If only we had the foresight
to give a proper place in the
salary structure to Sclentists. It

WITHOUT COMMENT

Bureaucracy Bungled as
DC 8 went up in Flames

As fire epgulfed the fuselige
of the ill fated "‘Stretch-8", Alr
Traffic Controllers had to fight
a battle with bureaucracy. Im-
mediately the fire broke out
at the scene of the crash Air
Traffic Controllers at 'Katupa-
yake had, INSIGHT learnt, spoken
on the telephone with Colombo
Mupicipal Fire Brigade and re-
quested the fire tenders to rush
to Katunayake. The Fire Officer
on duty in the early hours of
Thursday morning had then de-
manded that a deposit of Rs.
5000 be remitted to the Muni
cipal Cotncil and ipsisted that
unless this requirement was met
by airport authorities, Colom-
bo Municipal fire tenders wo-
uld not be sent to the airport.
The Officer was then asked
by the ATC whether h2 knew
under whose Ministry aviatioy
was and whether he dared
bring the Minister of Aviation
to disrepute. But the Fire Offi-
cer had remained impervious
to the urgent eall for assistance
and had refused to comply
with the raquest the INSIGHT
team was told. It was only after
a more senior airport authority
had spoken to the Fire Officer
and convinced him of the urgency
of the situation did the fire
engineers roll out from the
Municipal Council Fire Head-

quarters. Hours after the first
request had been made.
—Weekend, Nov. 19, [978.
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is absurd to suggest that one
post in Class | Grade | would
be sufficient for ‘this service and
I believe that this has already
been realised by the Govern-
ment."’

A REALISATION that scientific re-
search is vital for pnational develop-
ment has still not dawped in the
minds of those who determine
the conditions of employment of
scientists. They are still oblivious
of the conditions essential to
stimulate and sustain scientists en-
gaged in the production and identi-
fleation of better varieties of crops;
in the development of methods
that would achieve their greater
productivity and combat natural
enemies such as pests, diseases
and adverse conditions of growth;
in the conservation and utilisation
of our resources of land and water.
The currency of their thought
was acceptable in a colenial era
when the country’s best brains
were hired to collect revenue and
keep the “bloody npatives” in
their place. That currency is no
longer legal tender.

A radical transformation
in thinking is long overdue—
that wark other than mana-
gerial and administrative work
is of profound significance for
national  development; that
scientists perform a function
as important, if not more im-
portant than that of adminis-
trators: that scientists must be
encouraged to stay in their jobs
and contribute to national de-
velopment in their specialist
fields. Regrettably, the atti-
tude of successive governments
to their cause has been one of
apathy. A succession of officials
who occupy the seats of power
have played their part in deny-
ing the scientists a fair deal,
officials some of whom have
subsequantly left the country for
johs from the international em-
ployment exchange. Meanwhils,
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the country’'s scientific poten-
tial has been steadily erodad
and impoverished. Th= sick-
ness is serious, the remedy
urgent.

Ironically, the Prime Minister,
Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike, and
her predecessor, Mr. . Dudley
Senanayake, were both actively in-
volved in the country’s food pro-
duction effort. We have had food
drives, crash programmes and pro-
duction wars. Such wars cannot
be fought without their special
kind of armaments—the scientific
research apd the technical ex-
pertise which can carry these ef-
forts to their final victory. And
scientists must be at the the front,
they cannot be ignored.
| WANT TO CONCLUDE this add-
ress by posing some questions on
the social responsibilitiss of scien-
tists and their moral obligations
in a developing country.

The task of a liberal education,
wrote Bertrand Russell, is *to
give a sense of the value of things
other than domipation, to help
to creats wise citizens of a free
community, and through the
combination of citizenship Wwith
liberty in individual creativeness to
enable men to give to human life

that  splendour which soms
few have shown that it can
achieve."” On that definition not

many scientists m Sri Lanka can
be recognised a3z educated indi-
viduals.

Scientists, lika most other pro-
fessionals, have a great store of
tcchnical lumber in their heads—
about the complex reactions in-
volved in  photosynthesis, the
fine structure of virus particles,
or the apatomy of the head and
neck. Raraly do they pause. to
consider their responses consis-
tent with a combination of citi-
zenship with liberty. Most scientists
and professionals have received
from this country the benefits
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Scientists In Our Society

The Land Acquisition Act

(Chapter 460) as amended by

the Land Acquisition (Amend-

ment) Act MNo. 28 of 1964

Revocation of vosting order

under section 39 (1) '

Ref. No. s 76 L 506 (VE) %

G.A.'s No. EA[350(4)
Whereas by Order No. 707 of

1976 dated 25th November 1976,

made under proviso (z) to section

38 of the Land Acquisition Act

and published in the Government

Gazette No. 242 dated 3rd Decem-

ber 1976, the land more clearly

described in the schedule below,
vested in the Republis of Sri Lanka.
I, Mohamed Ali Ahamed Abdul

Majeed, acting minister of Agricul-

ture and Lands, in the Execution

of the powers conferred to me
under Section 39(1) of the Land

Acquisition Act (Chapter 460) do

hareby revoke the Qrder No.

707 of 197¢, dated 76.11.25, pub-

fished in the Government Gazette

No, 242 dated 3.12.1978.

M. A. Abdul Majeed

Acting Minister of Agriculture and

Lands

Ministry of Agriculture and Lands,

Colombo 3. 7th November 1977.

Schedule
The land called “‘vilakuvattai™ in
extent of 104 A. IR. 16P, depicted
in the Advance Tracing No. AM/A/

76/4, preparad by the Surveyor

General, situated in the village of

Chadyvanthalawa in the Grama Seva

Niladart division of Chadyanthalawa

in Wewagampattu porth D.R.O's

Division in Amparai District and

bounded as follows:

NORTH: Paddy land lot li5a in
Colony MNo. 19, paddy land lots,
86A, 106A, & [03A, cart track
from paddy Tlands and paddy
land claimed by |. P. Salne of
Chadayanthalzwa. EAST: VC. Road
from Malvattzi to Chawalakade

SOUTH: Paddy land lots 87A, 88A

89A, 90A, 91A 92A & 93A in Colony

No. 19 WEST: Paddy land lots

II1A & 112 A in Colony No. 19
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Scientists In Our Society

and privileges conferred Lty her
citizenship—a University  educa-
tion, opportupities  for post-
graduate study abroad, employment.
They cre fruit; matured on costly
human  manure—the  anonymous
mass of village peasants, blanta-
tion workers, city labourers and a
fiost of others whose sweat, toil
and tears have enriched them.
Their 'responses must be condi-
tioned by an awareness of the
immeasurable debt to an anony-

mous people. [t i5 questionable
whether selling  oneself to the
highest Eidder in the marriage

market or taking the most [uc-

rative job abroad are legitimate

choice5 or exploitative characteeri
stics of a privileged group, mor-
ally bankrupt and spiritually dead.

A simple question.

It is freely stated that scientists,
doctors etc., take up positions
abroad because they lack facilities
to do a job here, Will somebody
give me the number of University
students who have left the Faculty
of Science or the Faculty of Medi-
cine of the University of Sri Lanka
because of inadequate facilities. Se
sclentists, violated by successive
governments in their conditions
of employment harassed by unscru-
pulous administrators, hampered
by inadequate facilities cannot al-

together escape their social obli-

gations and moral responsibilities
in a Third World country.

To quete Russel again, “Love
and knowledze, so far as they
were possible, led upward toward
the heavens. But always pity brou-
ght me back to earth. Echoes of
cries of pain reverberate in my
heart. Children in famine, vie-
tims tortured by oppressors, help-
less old people a hated burden
to their sons, and the whole world
of loneliness, poverty, and pain
make a mockery of what human
life should be. | long to alleviate
the evil, but | cannot, and | too
suffer.”
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Scientists can contribute to alle-
viate that evil; they cannot isolate
themselves ' from the suffering it
involves. Colin Morris commented
on the African experience; “The
New' Africa was carved out of
colonial . torpor by faceless men
without rank and precedence in
society. They were marked out
from their fellows by two simple
qualities, the ability to feel more
deeply and absorb more punish-
ment.” Elsewhere he said, ‘‘For
all the misery, frustration and
anguish of our world, there are

forces at work seeking to rehu-,

manise man, restore to'him the
dignity in which God first clothed
him and revitalise jaded cultures
and decadent societies.””

Building the New Asia is a2 mas-
sive undertaking, Mao Tse-tung and
Ho Chi Minh will take their place
in history as builders of the New
Asia who have brought life and
hope to the most disinherited,
oppressed, exploited and wretched
of Asia's millions.
too can share in the tasks of nation
building in the New Asia—as face-
less men, restoring to man the
dignity which poverty and exploi-
tation have, for years depied him.

Concluded.
X X X
The Lands Acquisition Act

(Chapter 450) as Amended by

the Land Acquisition (Amend-

ment) Act MNo. 28 of [9564 Re-

tation of vasting order under
section 39(1)

My No. J.75 L. 357 (VE)
GA’s No. EA/348
L.C.’S No. 10/22/16535.

Where as by order no. 457 of
1976, dated 1976.08.12, made under
proviso (3} to Section 38 of The
Land Acquisition Act and published
in the Government Gazetre No.
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We scientists:

227 dated 1976.08.20, the Land
more clearly described in the
'schedule below vested ip the

Republic of Sri Lapka,

I, Mohamed Ali Ahamed Abdul
Majeed, Acting Minister of Agri-
culture apd Lands in the execution
of the powers conferred to me
under Section 39 (I) of the Land
Acquistion Act (Chapter 460) do
hereby revoke the Qrder No. 457
of 1976, dated 76.08.12, published
in the Government Gazette No.
227 dated 1975.08.20.

M. A. Abdul Majeed

Acting Minister of Agriculture and
Lands.

Ministry of Agriculture and Lapds
Colombo 3.

7th November 1978.

Schedule

The blocks of lanes, called Akkil-
lavally Kandam, in extent of [I2
A. | R. 0] P. depicted in the Ad-
vance Tracing No. AM/A|75/16, pre-
pared by the Surveyor General
situated in Coleny no. 10, in Sam-
mamthurai pattu in Wewagam-
pattu north D.R.C. (A.G.A.) divi-
sion in Amparai District.

Lot No.1 Exient: 111 A. R 00 P
Boundaries

North: Road 2nd channel

East: Paddy land in Colony no.
10, waste land, rock and lot 2
below.

South: Paddy land in Colony
no. 10
West: Paddy land in  Colony
no. 10
Lot No. 2 Extent. DA.3R.0I P
Boundaries:

North: Channel
East: Lot 125 A
South: Lot I above
West: Lot | above
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Confidentially

The Lion And The

Bureaucrat—2

IS IT NOT TRUE that the SRI
LANKA LION (Vide, Tribune, Yol.
2, No. 2!, IB/11/78) is restless
and uphappy that the bureaucrats
are up to the game old tricks again?
That in many government depart-
ments and most Kachcheris in
avery part of the island, work has
pot really get going? That the Pra-
gident, the Prime Mipister and
some Ministers thunder, from time
to time, that bureaucrats must
reform and join in tre npational
effort, but this has little or no im-
pact on them! That a day does
not pass without President Jaye-
wardene delivering himself of a
speech warning or admonishing
bureaucrats who do not pull their
waight? Thet every bureaucrat ta-
keg care to pretend that the parti-
cular homily was mnot for him?
That every such bureaucrat has a
text ready for repetition about
the good work he had done in
the past and the good work he
was doing today! That the more
plausible and personable among
them (and therefore the more
successful) are able to persuade
Ministers that they are excellent
administrators who can deliver the
goods? That apart from swallowing
the tales of particular bureaucrats
regarding their past achievements
and present capabilities, Ministers
do not seem to check on the actual
performance and achievements of
these bureaucrats in their present
functions! That such bureaucrats
also have a whole arsenal of ex-
cuses up their sleeves to explain
why particular jobs were pot done,
or could not be dope?! That the
Sri Lanka bureauerat is a suprems
master not only at passing the
buck but also on net making any
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decisions—remember it is only Whan
one is foolish encugh to make deci-
sions that one Is called upon to
explain why something was npot
done?

is IT ALSO NOT TRUE that these
bureaucrats excel in keeping in
friendly terms With party orga-
nisers and activists and with their
help organise tamashas for eyery
oceasion? That the tamasha s to-
day considered the supreme cli-
max of all activity?! That if a tama-
gha is successfully staged to the
satisfaction of Ministers and MPs.
then nothing more iz considered
necessary? That the strategy of
bureaucras today is to keep Minis-
ters and MPs happy by staging
tamashas and thereafter leap-frog-
ging from ope tamacsha to another

until the five or six ye=r term fis

over! That the most ‘“‘successful”
burcaucrats z2re those who are
capable of organising tamashas to
malka Ministers believe that 2 helluva’
fot was being done and that much
more will be done before long?
That most Ministers do not have
the time to look beyond the tama-
shas? That by the time a bureau-
erat has successfully staged a do-
zen tamashas, he is promoted to a
higher job and the responsibility
for completing the initiated pro-
Jects (for which the tamashas
were staged) passes on to another
of the tribe who repeats the per-
formance with another series of
tamashas?  That this continuing
game of tamashas (and now having
newsaper supplements) is evasion
of work that really matters? That
this chronic stalemate has brought
a sluggishness that induces para-
lysis in the administration? That
the tragic part of the post July-
1977 era ls that the tamasha-orga-
nising bureaucrats have again cap-
tured the nerve-centres of ad-
ministrative power?  That such
tamasha-minded bureaucrats have
been able to zain the confidence
of those who matter and What fs
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Tamaosha-Bureaycrats

worse is that they are slowly but
surely pushing out officials whe
helieve In the validity of new
policies and programmes of the
UNP and are anxlous to get things
dene!

15 IT NOT A FACT that a new
brain drain has already begun?
That this time the tamasha-bure-
aucrats will drive out all com-
petent and efficient persons keen.on
promoting economic development?
That this brain drain will soon
gather momentum because tama=
sha boys have captured the heights
of power and have also already
succeeded in bullding a cocoon
round each Minister to lsolate
him from all whom the bureau-
crats feel he should not meet?
That in the last 15 months, the
bureaucrats have suecceeded In ise-
lating a large number of Ministers
from all except those whom the
bureaucrats think the Minister sho=
uld meet! That a few Ministers
still meet old friends who teli them
the real trugh about happenings
in the country and in his Ministry?
That the bureaucrats however,
know how to spin yarns to explain
away anything that might under
mine their peosition? That there:
after the bureaucrats take steps
to ensure that such persons are
denied opportunities to meet the
Minister? That to have an appoint-
ment to meet 2 Minister one has
to go through a series of bureau-
crats who flx the time apnd date?
That often the appointment Is
cancelled at the last minute and
then one has to wait for the next
series’ of tamashas to end before
an attempt can be made to fix
another appointment? That as one
Minister after another is impri-
soned in the silky cocoon of iso-
lation fashioned by the bureaucrats,
the government gets more and
more isolated from the people?
That this phase one of stage one
of the decline and fall of a govern-
ment has begun?
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