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[ etter Prom ‘Che Editor
LAST WEEK in this column we drew attention to the controversy that is
now raging in the elitist tribe of developmental ecopomists about the future
of the third world countries. The problem simply put Is how best developing
countries can affect a breakthrough into a real economic growth. This
implies an increasingly rapid betterment of the living standards of ordinary
" _people with emphasis on the quality of life rather than a mere statistical
~%enumeration of employment opporturities with a higher wage potential.
As we Lad mentioned last week a number of western bourgeols economists,
e.2., Themzs Balogh, Gunnar Myrdal etc.. had prevailed on the leaders
of the developing world, Including some dfthe top brass in the World Bank
and the !MF, that poor developing countries could achieve a fast rate of
growth only through a system of controls of both exports and imports coupled
with subsidies to sustain a minimum of welfarism to ensure victory at the
‘polls. Some developing countries were able to record a sizable degree of
progress by adopting such a system of subsidies and controls, but it brought
negative and zero results in the majority of cases. At the same time, Marxist
ecopomists persistently recommended, with polemical vigour, an even
more complicated system of controls in the hope that by the adoption of
rigid planning techniques the "mixed” econoniies of poor countries could
be made to by-pass (or leap-frog) the eapitalist phase and be transformed
into genuine socialist states. The “‘planning”’, Marxist economists proposed,
_ "was different, in concept and content, from the "“planning’" of the bourgzeols
economists, who believed that 2 modified capitalist system eircumscribed
by a system of controls—the kind of controls that had enabled countries
like the USA, Japan and Germany to register rapid economic growth—c
« would be the most beneficial to the emergent nations that had won political
" independence after the Second World war. The Western nations pushed
the plans for a “cantrolled capitalist system™” whilst the so<iallst bloc preached
the gospel of by-passing capitalism into socialism, Each bloc, in the tight
grip of cold war compulsions, tried to sell their systems with the help of
commodity and project ald, standby credits, gifts, loans and grants. Nearly
all developing countries wanted to make the most of the aid and assistance
from both worlds and tailored their “planning’’ mezhanisms to keep both
the bourgeois as well as the marxist blocs happy. They adopted bits and
places from the techniques and controls sugrested by the two contending
groups and tried to weld them into a-composite whole. Sri Lanka is one
of the couatries which tried to mix the controlsiand regulations of the wes-
tern economists and the centrally controlled public sector planning devices
of the marxists. OIil and water do not mix and all the development plans
trled out by Sri Lanka from 1947 (by all governments) only perpetuated the
existing stagnation In the economy. [t was in this situation that a new
breed of western bourgeols economists have come on the scene to preach
a new faith and a new gospel of a streamlined laissez-fairism—mno subsidies,
ne tontrols, free imports, free exports, free exchange, in fact the freer the
“petter. Muzh has baen made of the fact that Teiwan, Scuth Korea and
‘_Slng'apore_ have achieved remarkable material progress and attained out-
standing economic growth by adopting a free capitalist economy. IMF
theorists have, In recent years, especlally after tke Bretton Woods system
of monstary controls collapsed in the early 1970s, trled to salvaga the
economic mess In the third world by means of a “fres,” no contral,
_no subsidles, economy. Sri Lanka, with the advent of the UNP in July 1977,
has pursued this goal of a free economy plvoted on global | private enterprise,
butso faf the better life and greater prosperity tor ordinary pecple has
proved to be elusive. Many observers have now begun to wender whéther
the hope that an IMF-devised “free economy™ will catapult Sri Lapka Into
wealth and Prosperity Jsnot real!y = mlm{ﬁ@itized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolahanr.org | aavanaham.org
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EDITOR'S  NOTEBOOK

Watergate Or
Beiragate ?

APROPOS our comments last
week on happenings in Parllament
on Friday December 8 characteris-
ing the lashing the rank and file

"UNP MPs gave the Front Bench

as a “backbenchers revolt”, many
readers say that it is wrong to
describe what was said as a “re-
volt". Whilst they admit that it
Wwas an apgry outburst of frustra-
tion and dissatisfaction, the word
“revolt” gave it ap  exaggerated
flavour. We will not quarrel or
quibble about words, but what
took place on that day revealed a
new mood among the bazkbenchers,
In a Parliament where there is no
effactive Opposition along tradi-
tional lines—quantitatively as well
as qualitatively—it is significant
that a new kind of opposition sho-
uld emerge from within the bosom
of the ruling party which is
possessed of a steam-roller malority
of unprecedented masnitude. The
Ceylon Daily News which has re-
cently shown remarkable improve-
ment In content and quality—
really after the reorganisation which
increased the pages to 16 and the
price to 75 cents a copy—has ap
attractive feature—From Tl Lobby.
‘Written with a touch of misplaced
facetiousness, it is nevertheless a
readable and interesting column. We
will deal with the striking Improve-
ments in the Daily News next
‘week.

The Lobby MNotes for Friday,
December 8, appeared in the Daily
News, 9/12/78 under the heading
YOUNG HAWKS SWOOP
DOWN: “The Job  Bank—the
newest arm of activity of the Minis-
try of Plan Implementation—got a
severe beating today that paled

’I'RIDUN!. Dooembir 23 l!?l

the assault on the vaults of the
Nallur Bank by armed thugs this
week. Government backbenchers
unleashed a barrage of veiled at-
tacks insinuating ministerial
favouritism and backdoor em-
ployment in the new organization
created only in March to stream-
line recruitment to the public
sector.  The anger the young
hawks brought to the air-condi-
tioned Chamber clearly projected
the frustration fobless youths in
the rural sector suffered over their
failure to have a go at that most

‘Job Bank Scandal

cian sounded a grim warnlng that

‘another 1971' may result if the
Plan Implementation Ministry and
the IB (Job Bank) did not restora
the fast-dwindling confidence
of the restless youth In the Goy-
ernment, The young, he reminded\\
had no frayed tempers but thé
incense of short endurance. Dig«
ressing the bespectacled doctor lap
sed Into philosophical detachment
and asked wryly what the hell the
whole purpose was In all the de-
bate and discussion of the Budget
in Parliament at such cost to public

elusive commodity of our times:
employment.  Panadura’s UNPer
Dr. Neville Fernando who has es-
chewed a lucrative madical pras-
tice to become a full-time politi-

funds.
a meaningful manner before

the dc’tor asked.

COVER .
DUST TO DUST

CYCLONES alone do not bring destruction as the picture on the cover
this week will show. It Is the ruined building of a church from
Portuguese and Dutch times. Ownership had changed with the change
of colonial masters, and neglect was inevitable because of the conflicts
between contending denominationzl sects in Christianity. Wind, ruin,

but nevertheless effectively. It has been reported that every cfurch,
mosque and temple in the Batticalon-Kalmunai region was comp pletely
destroyed by the recent eyclepe, Places of worship like other bulldings
were laid low. The cyclone is no respecter of persons or bulldings.
Time destrovs when It chooses. So do cyclones. We have, this week,
chosen to have the ruins of 1 Church on the cover to remind our readers,
especially Christians, that they must give more thought than many of
them seem to do to the havoc that cyclones, poverty and other forces
of destruction have wrought and continue to wreak in Sri Lanka. The
ostentation of new limousines, the petty exhibitionism involyed in
publicly imbibing expensive and rare brands of foreign liquor and the
vulgar indulgence in petty displays of status symbols only lay the founda-

fattening on the fat of the land—2nd with it will go the exploitative
society that prevails in Sri'lanka teday. 'n this issue we have three
Christmas Tales: ene a nostalzic
Lanka in the days gone by: another a story of a Christmas in Nigeria
and last an angry protest azainst curbs on the freedom of working people.

who revel In Christmas or New Year Parties, Balls and Dances—especially

cities of sin like Sodom and Gomorrah. To be forewarned is to be fora-
armed. Chivas Regal is an excellent whisky, but products like that are
| dynamite in Sri Lanka.

heat and cold can destroy anythirg that is neglected, maybe a little slawiy

tion for a socio-political upheaval that will destroy the affluent elite now
remembrance of a X’mas Day in Sri-

Those who display In conspieuous and ostentatious consumerism, those

in this Year of the Cyclone—will do well to recall the fate that overtook
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Why can’t the House dis-
cuss the needs of the country in
pre-
paring and presénting a Budget.

e
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Rofe Of The Opposition

“TULF's swarthy Masmber for
-Mullaitivu Mr. X. M. Ssllathambo
_had his colleaguesin ticters when
he described rosily the job Bank

forms in their multi-colours; 14,000

forms had apparently been dis-
tributed among the jobless in the
northern province but they all
%urned to be luckless. The tall
and husky UNPer from . Tangalle

“Mr. Jinadasa WWeerasinghe did not
“mince his words. If only Ministers

got jobs from the IB then it amo-

- uptad to a stab in the back of the

backbenchers. That must be stop=
ped forthwith or else the entire
scheme will be reduced to a farce
like the Five Year Plan of the last
government, he thupdered. The
House today discovered a hidden
talent in Divulapitiya’s UNP Mem-
ber Mr. Ariyaratne layatilleke—
to make a bad joke a better.one.

 The former pedagogue displayed a

x

streak of unsuspected humour when
he disclosed how Job hunting
youths follow MPs even to their
toilets."”

A large pnumber of backbenchers
had lashed out at the “Ministers”

" frankly and freely. From the criti-

_ted Iito a new and refined version -

cisms levelled it would appear that
the Job Bank Scheme had degenera-

of the CH!T SYSTEM that had been
operated by the favoured Ministers
and MPs of the last government.
Opposition MPs—TULF and SLFP—
had also complained about the
jobbery in the Job Bank, but the
dissenting voices from within the

. ranks of the Government Party

marked a departure in the parlia-
mentary politics in the country,

The debate on the Budget in
Committee, as we had indicated
on an earlier occasion, revealed a
rare unanimity among the different
parties In Parliament. The Oppo-
sition did not oppose merely for

" the sake of opposing. Traditionally,
* Opposition parties, especially Left

Partieswhichhad flamboyantlysported
their Marxism on their shirt slee-

_ Jayewardene

ves, had felt that they had to dis-

.associate. . themselves from -every-

thing, | including the goud ‘that anon-
Marxist - Government did.  This
had compelled, the UNP, when it
went into the -oposition to de
likewise. But the UNP after J. R,
took _over -the
leadership in 1972/73,- had tried
a new attitude of dealing with each
issue on its merits, supporting the
government on some issues and
opposing it only on some. It was
thotght ot that time that Mr.
Jayewardene was pursuing this

policy as a gimmick to break the .

SLFP from the Left apd at the
same time pave the way for a
“national goverpment.“

The 1977 general elections made
it unnecessary for Mr. layewar-
dene to seek a coalition, but never-
theless he offered all parties a
place in 2 national government,
but the SLFP and TULF had dec-
lined—each for strategic and Iideo-
logical reasons of their own. But
the layewardene government has
pursued a conciliatory and non-
aggressive policy towards the other
parties eyer since the UNP govern-
ment was formed. This seems to
have paid dividends.

" Furthermore, the Opposition
parties found that the overwhel-
ming majority the government en-
joyed had made opposition for
opposition’s sake a futile pastime.
In the nett result, a new spirit of
parliamentary co-operation bet-
ween Parties has developed in the
last one year and this manifested
itself fully during the Budget de-
bate. It must be also mentioned
that Mr. J. R. Jayewardene, first

as Prime Minister and later as
the President, has treated the
Opposition In  the way it s

treated Iin advanced democratic coun-
tries. In the past, many ruling
parties, the UNP In its earlier
phase and more especially the
SLFP-Left coalition from 1970, had
treated the opposition 3s Ideolo-

¥
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gical enemies of the state and not

_..as a democratic oppesition - neces-

sary for parliamentary government.

It is in this context that dis-
cussions on the votes for the dif-
ferent Ministries must be examined.
The Prime Minister was able ‘to
pilot the votes for the departments
upder him with remarkable ease.
And there were good reasons why
he was able to do this. He displayed
a minute and detailed knowledge
of the work of every department
in his Ministry. . Old parliamen-
tarian$ say that they camnot re-
member a single Minister in any
Parliament since Independence who
had the kind of mastery. that.Mr.
Premadasa has in regard to every
aspect of work in his Ministry.
MPs of all parties praised Mr.
Premadasa for his capacity to | get
things done—he has really a. great
deal to his credit,

The Opserver lobby Correspon-
pondent Ajit Samaranayake on
December B upder the headline
PREMIER HANDS HIS BC_)U-
QUETS TO HIS DEPARTMENTAL
OFFICERS said: “Garlands (bothreal
and metaphorical) are not a com-
modity that is alien to Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. R. Premadasa. He is quite
used to recelving both in ample

TRIBUNE

NO ISSUE ON -
DECEMBER 20, 1978

As in past years there
will be no fssue of TRIBUNE in |
the last week-end of the
year, when Christmas and
New Year overwhelm most
people.  Therefore, there
be no issue of TRIBUNE on
Saturday, Decembar 30. The
next issue will be Saturday,
January ‘6, 1979.

We take this oppq‘rt'ur_;]ty_.l
to wish all pur readers a
happy and prosperous [97%.

TRIBUNE, Desembar 23, 1978



| o3ly their

~.maasure.  Yasterday he found him-
gelf —covered with sweat-smslliag
verbal garhads thrown at Lim by
-all politizal parties iy the House.
Speakars discussing the votes of
the Miistry of Lozal Gorerymant,
Housing and Construstion, raigizg
from the Desuty Miaistar of Sozial
Sarvices, Mr. ). L. Sirisena to
twa Onposition MPs, the TULF's
Mz V. Yozesvarmy asd the SLFPs
Mr. B. P. Wijesirl, were acgreed
on- one thip. The iastitutians
coming under the Prime Minister’s
purview were geared for work
a11 ts rua smaothly, The Prima
Miister 45 tury passed the eredie
on to his offtiisls. Ha alss hat a
spezial word for his Dasuty Miis-
tar—the quiat; ujostantatious Mr.
P. G Imbulny, who, hie sald had
woarksl bailid the scenes and
trirelle] widsly attaading to the
praslems of Lamal Goarymant.. ..
Tha Prim> Mijister said that his
Migistry. - was conceraed with pro-
vidizg the iafrastrusture on which
. the peosle could bulld thelr own
conceptisn of the 'good life” 11 a
speech lazed with anecdotes from
his o1:ial sajotirns in tle country-
side the Prime Mijister safd that
a _new s2ise of saifpaliance was
nealal. .For, t69 Ioqg the couqtry
hal fauad szanegsuts in the shape
of the Trexsury or the buraausracy
ar the lazk of fupds for the in-
ahility to do a |ob of work, This
should esd, he said. As a molel
of the self-reliance aqd the pew
~ @aasclousiess that he urged, the
Prima Miyister offared a ramote
hamlet Iy the Wariyasola consti-
tuaney named Kurunewa. Hers the
villazers had spoataneously joined
i3 rastorizg the villaze tank using
r hands, he sald. This
future. Ha ur;e'I the buraaucra‘lﬂ
mavdarias t9 come down from
thalr raraflad heights. Thouszh the
Prima Mialstar thoushit yasterday
_that valuss whizh stosd in the way
of dwalap-ne;;t Were a laga‘y of

TNBUNE. Dec:mbar 23 !9?8

Spacial

eolonial rula he-did pot draw a
veil over the other face of the
British almipistration. Tils face
belonged to government Agents
such as H. R. Freemiy who had
actuclly walkad deep into
Raja Rata to talk and listen to pea-
sants. The Prime Miglster’s plea
was that presant day officials too
should establish that kind of Identi-
fication with the people.”””

The Prime Mi,ister, however,
had to clear 2 difficult hurdle ear-
lier [a the week when the Leader
of the Oppositior, Mr. Amirtha-
lizgam, had suggested that a pew
sactlon hzs been Infroduced in the
Preside-tial Commission
Amendmert Law after it had been
passed by the House. This was
hotly contested by the Prime
Mirister who insisted that the
amendment had been duly moved
and adopted. The Opposition was
not satisfled and wanted the tapes
of the proceedings of November [0
and the short-hand notes checked,
but It was found that the tapes
had been erased and t'e potes of
the reporters were pot avallable,
The speaker settled the matter by
overtruling the objections of the
O>snsition by
certified the Bill ‘on November
22 with that clause.

The Opposition, if ie was s;ill'

dlssatisfied, could only de one
thing and that was to move a vote
of No Cofidence in the Speaker,
but this was not dope. And the
matter ended there.

The SLFP weekly The Natlon
of: December '8, 1978, however,
had a front paca spread under the
heaadirg  MYSTERY OF THE
MISSING - TAPES:  LAW MYS-

TERIOUSLY APPEARS—AMIRTHA-
LINGAM: LAW NEVER PASSED~—:

COUNSEL: “'The mystery "of the
missing. tapes of the proceedings

of  Parliament.:tock another turp

last Wednesdav, when Mr. Amir-
thalingam, Leader of the Opposi-
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the

stating he had-

- whole House'.

The Missing Tapes

tion stated in the House that the
tases of the proceedings of the
Housa of November 20th were
missing. He also pointed out that
It was curious that minutes of the
prozeedings of November 22nd,

‘23rd and 24th were available, bu.;,.

not the minutes of the proceedings
of November 20th—the day on
which the law was passed. The
Leader of the Opposition alse said
that the Hansard did not bear
out the moving and passage of

‘the’ particular amsndment.

“Praviously, in the course of
submisslons before the Supreme
Court on the 4th of December,
Mr. H. L. de Silva, Seqlor Coupsel
for Sirimave Bapdaranaike teld the
Divisional Bench: ‘This is an amend-
ment of the law which was never
moved in the House, never con-
sidered by the Hoause and never
passed by Parlizment. | am ins-
tructed by the Petitioner, who
was throughout present in Parliase
mant, that the House never passed
this. | do not know how this new
sactlon came to be ipserted in It.
Mr. de Silva was addressing the
court In an Applicatlon contesting
the validity of the law relating to
the Presidential ~ Commission
and the warrant fssued under that
law, -on the ground that it was
inconsistent with the 1972 Cons-
titution. The Amending Bill in-
tended to declare null apnd veoid a

“judgement of the Court of Appeal

was necessitated by Mr. de Silva's |
suceessful application to the Court
of Appeal on a previous occasion.
He went on to say that the original
draft of the Bi'l contained 10 clauses
according to the Hansard, and_
that the Bill in that form had passed
into law. He added ‘No other new
clause was ever moved or consi-
dered by the Committee of the
Mr. de Silva stated
that he was surprised to discover
an entlrely new section In the
Act, dealing with the 1946 Order
in Council znd the 1972 Constl-

4



Not Unscathed -

tution-upon ‘which he had based
his second application. The court
granted him -an  adlournment  of
two weeks during which tlme the
authenticity of the disputed sec-
tion will be examined by the house.

“Bafore the leader of the Oppo-
sitlon made his startling revela-
tions, Prime Minfster = Premadasa

d stated in the Housa that there-

was no mischievous attempt by

anybody as far as Saction 21A was:
He also stated -that

concerned.
he was given 'a copy of Mrs. Bane
daranaike’s writ application on the

20th and had  instructed -the
Attorney General, Mr. Shiva Pasu-
pathy to examipe - Mrs. Bandara-

naike's writ application and ensure
that the loopholes in the law  were
closed, which the Attorney Geperal
had prozeeded to do. The Speaker
stated that he had already given a
ruling on the matter and added
that in future he would ipstruct
the staff of the House not to erase
the tapes without his permission.

"A senlor mamber of the legal

profess-nn stated that by impli-
cation, Mr. Premadasa had paid a
compliment to Mrs. Bagdaranaike's
lawyers and shown up the Inade-
quacies of the state's lawyers. ‘Is
this asother Watergite or Beira-
gate!’’ he quipped. On the same
day as the court submissions wera
made, Mr. Amirthalingam, the Lea-
der of the Opposition stated in
Parliament that a new section had
mysterlously appeared in the Spe-
clal Presidential Commission Act,
and called for a probe by the Spea-
ker. In response to the Leader of
the Oppositien, = the = Speaker
said that there had been legal pre-

cedents. where the Legal Draughts- .

man and the Attorney General
NEd, subsequent to the passing
of the Bill, included certain pro-
vislons. Thareafter the Speaker
agreed to look into the matter.
Later Mr.. Premadasa, on behalf
of the government, told the House

that coples .of the amepdments

were made avallable to the Secre-
tary General of Parllament, and
that -the. Lezal. Draughitsmin awas
allowed _to insert, 'conscquaptial
amzndments that are -pezessary.’
Mrs. Bandaranaike stated that this
was net 3 coisequential amey.d-
meqt. The disputed ssction, which
was referred to as a consequential
amendment, contains 242 words!
Before the adjourament, the Spea-
ker ruled that the ‘amepdment
was also handed In by the Hon.
Minfster of Trade asd Shipping at
the timez he mored amandmants
to this bill during the Commlttes
stage..' The Spaaker said that he
had signed the Bill on the 22;3d.""

After setting out the facts in

this way, The Nation went on to

comment: “Within the past one
year, the government has taken
three actions which have had a
deleterious impact on the I,.de-
pendent standing of the judizlary.
Firstly, the dismissal of the Supreme.
Court Judges- without assignipg
reasons. Secord, by cosdonirg an
attack by Mr. A- C.-de Zoysa In
the Prestentizl. Commission on

Mr. Jaya Patllrana, wlho was, at’
thattime, holding offica of a Judge

of the Supreme Court, the Gov-
ernment brought disrcsrert to
the high standing of Judicial office.
Thirdly comes the quesrion mark
raised by Mr. Amirthallrg~m and
the submissiors of Mr. H. L. de
Silva In the Supreme Courr. The
combined effact of these arbitrary
and capricious assaults on the
Judiciary cannot be anvtlirg less
than 2 serlous blow to the rrip-
ciples of Parlixmentary democracy.
By retrospectively legzlisirg “the
Presidential Commission's acts, the
legislature has been used by the
government to not only throw
mud at the Court of Appeal, but
also to kick the secord i'.Ighest
judiclal tribunal In Sri Larka,

the rump, By declaring the Caurt

cof Appeal's Judgement: null and

vold, the government, 10 a_sll in-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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tents and purposes, substltuted its
own decree for a julgement of the
Court-of Arperl. That was an: tf=
precedsiited act, a.d its imjlica~
tions ga way bayond the specifie
nature of the Issue at hasd: The

‘argument that Appeal Court judges

should ‘ot hear cases which In=
volve the astions of Supreme Couirt
judges whe: have a ‘higher standlrg,
is perhaps a justifcable princifles,
It will be pertinert, however,
to ask the government why It aps
pointed a District lulge to the
Prastdertlal Commission,  and
theraupon permitted allaeations to
be made bsfore that Commission
on the copdust of a Supreme Court
Judge. It seems to be one set of
princifles to propose and apotler
set to dlspose. The Goverpment
should at least row remember
that it Is pot God. The sooper
action Is taksy to restore the
julizizry to its Ligh pusitron. the
better It will be, not o:-ly for the
people, tut zlso fer the governs
ment which: after all, is ccmposeﬂ
of ordinary people.” :

Mr. Promadasa  ard - the
ghvernmont did rot come out
of this fluttar unscathed, . But‘

tha S5aa'or has statod that no.

taans  would . be  oraced
without his eoasont in future,
Mr.  Amirthal'rgam  showed

groat rostra'nt In the way be
ha=dlrd this matter. Ha sho-
wed aven greater rostra‘nt in
not bringing up ‘2 more sensi-"
tive mattar at adjournmont,
viz.. thn quostion of a fow polices
men-goirg on the ramprze in_
Jaffra to averge the WIII g of_
two polica officars 2t tha NalTur
Bank rokbory. Vory graciously,
Mr. Amirthallrrem  ard Mr._
M. Siasithémparam pa'd coms
pl'ments’ in Parl’'ament to the
Government Agent, Jaffpa, Mr.
Lionel Ferrarde for the prempt
stops he took to stop the police
from running riot In Jfaffns
Bazaar.

° TRIBUNE, Decsmber 23, lm



.Only The Indepandent of Decem-
ber 8, 1978 referred to the Incident
in a dog ear box entitled RAMPAGE
“Almost within an hour of the
bank robbery in Nallur in which
two policemen were shot dead,
Jafina Police rampaged through-
out the town beating up youth
and breaking up boutiques and
generally going berserk.  Fortu-
nately, the G.A. lafina, Mr. Lionel
Fernando persuaded the police to
call halt to the rampage. Politicians
in Colombo condemned the rob-
bery, the killing, and the police
reaction as a threat to communal
peace. Meanwhile islandwide police
stations were alerted to preyent
the eruption of any communal vic-
lepge - — -
‘Whether this restraint which
is always a sign of welcome matu-
rity presages a more responsible
and realistic approach by thke
TULF to current problems is yet
t_o_be_seen.

NEXT ISSUE,

Education, Fisheries, Transport
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ON MAGIC WEEDS. Tribune reader,
Dr. S. A. Vettivelu, of 22 Rasavin
Thoddam Veethi, Jaffna, sent us a
letter dated MNovember 20, 1978:
“l am sending you a photostat
copy of an article which appeared
in the Indian Express some time
ago. The article is fully worth
popularising here because then only-
people would know what a rich
source of excellent protein food
could be developed in this country
if we get seeds of these plants.
| have already sent photostat copies
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of this to the Minister of Agricul-
ture and Director of Agriculture
asking them to do thelr best to
get these seeds. But | have not
had even an acknowledgement or
the result of these copies even
though they were sent under
registered cover. | hope you will
do your best and continue to do
your best to see that these seeds

. are obtained early.”

Before Tribune could do any-
thing about the matter, came
apother letter from D. S. A. Vetti-
velu dated 22nd Noyember 1978
that read: “I have today received
a letter from the Minister stating
that he would try and get the
seeds. So kindly omit all reference
to the Minister and the Director
of Agriculture and their not rep-
lying. If you would kindly put in
an editorial note stating that you
are sure that the Mipister would

get the seeds of these plants it

would do good.”

All's well that ends well.
Minister of Agricultural Develop-
ment and Research. must be con-
gratulated for streamling his office
to the point where they have
begun to answer letters with a
degree of promptitude that Is
worthy of emulation by other
ministries and departments In
this case, according to Dr. Vetti-
velu, the Minister had sent him a
replv, but can he absolve the
Director for not sending a reply?

It would also appear that the
Minister has undertaken to “‘try
and get the seeds.” It Is our ex-
perience that. Ministerial officers
and Departmental officers make
such promises with gay abandon,
and nothing more is done about
it thereafter. Though Dr. Vettivelu
wanted us to omit all reference in
his letter to the Minister and the
Director we think it useful to
place the correspondence on record
to see what follow-up action is
taken by the . Ministry or the
Department.
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There Is little Tribune can do to get

the seeds, except perhaps write
to the FAO Headquarters which
the Mipister and the Director
must surely have done by this
time. We can however, prod
the Minister and “the Director
to see that thiey do not go to sleep.

In any case, we reproduce below=
the article Dr. Vettivelu sent us.
It is entitled THE MAGIC WEEDS
by Marie Fitzpatrick and It had
appeared in the Indian Express of
May 25, 1978.

“A recent publication by the
Food and Agriculture Organisation
of the United MNations describes
how plants that have formerly
been thought of as decorative or
even Weeds are being used to feed
the hungry- In Central America
there exists a tropical plant, com=
monly known as Leucaena, that
is considered a weed, even though®
it was used by the Mayans and
Zaoptees centuries ago. It fell
into disfayour because the foliage-
is. sometimes poisonous to ponz**
cud-chewing animals. Yet a re~
cent study has shown that this
‘wead' could be used to overcome
shortages of livestock food, fire-
wood and fertilizer—and  just
growing it tends to imporove the
soil. This universally disregarded
plant, the study found, when grown
on fertile, well-drained soil pro-
duces large quantities of protein,
And although it thrives best on
good soll, it can quite easily survive
the droughts of dry, tropical reglons.
The stem or wood itself is excle-
lent for firewoad or charcoal, and
could even become an important
source of paper and various conas
truction materials.

“Mind you, ‘discovering® 2 fors
mer humble plant is not new.
Take the Soya bean for instance.
50 years ago the soy Wwas consl-
dered to be a ‘poor man's crop’
only fit for .export to developing
countries; but now  the - humble
soy Is so hlghly “regarded it 18

&
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found on moest western tables—
even belng used in place of meat.
Despite the success of the soy
bean, though., probably. no other
crop offers such a variety of foods
as the Winged Bean (Psopho-
carpus tatragopolobus) also known
as the goa bean. Every bit of the
goa can be eaten, leaves, pods,
;ﬁowers and shoots all go into the
cocking pot in Southeast Asia:
and when the season s over the
fleshy, tuberous roots are dug
up and roasted. A bushy mass of
greenery with vine-like tendrils
and blue or purple flowers, the win-
ged bean resembles the rupper
bean. Botanists say that the winged
bean is a combination of soy bean
and potato all In one plant—a
fermlidable combination. The winged
bean or goa is in fact so popular
and highly regarded In the diet
of Papuan tribes in New Guipea
that villages often hold goa sing-
songs (festivals). But dcspite
this plant’s many virtues—it is
also uniquely rich in protein—its

“%ossibilities were ignored until
1973.

“Another little-known  plant
just receiving the attention it

deserves is the Tarwi (Lupinus
mutablis). Keen gardeners will
note that the Tarwi is of the
Lupin family. But despite this, it is
hardly ornamental and in fact forms
part of the South American high-
land Indians’ diet. Domesticated by
pre-Inca peoples more than 1500 years
ago, discovered that this Tupin is ex-
tremly rich in protein—more so
than peas, beans. groundnuts and
even soyabeans—and .makes a
very important contribution to
the nutritional well-being of the
local tribes. Yet, elsewhere it Is
Wegarded as a useless weed!

" “In the Kalahari and adjacent
sandy regions of southern Africa
grows an insignificant plant known
as the Marama bean (Tylosems
esculentun). It has received little
of-no research_attentlon—but this

?

Y

‘increasingly they are

may sooen change because It has
been discovered that the lowly
marama, which feeds the poorest
of the Earth's people—the Busgh-
men and isolatsd Baptu tribes
in Botswana and ' Namibla—could
rival soyabean and groupdnut In
nutritional value.  Still clasgified
as a wild plant, the marama grows
in dry, hot, semi-arid areas. A
creeper, it sends out vine-like
stems as far as six metres over the
sandy soil. The pods are hard and
woody, but the beans are cream-
coloured with firm oily flesh.
When roasted, the beans have a
rich, nutty flavour which has been
likened to roasted cashews or
almonds. = The Bushmen often
pound and boil them to make a
sort of porridge or soup. As a bonus
the marama, like the winged bean,
produces an edible tuber under
the ground. But whereas the latter
produces first-sized tubers at
best, the marama tuber can grow
as large as one metre in diameter
and weight as much as 40 kg! The
tubers can be boiled or roasted
and have a sweet, pleasapt flavour
that makes an excellent vegetable
dish. ,

“In the past, botanists have based
their thinking on producing plants
that could be ‘introduced’ into
the poorer areas of the world in
order to feed the people. But
becoming
aware that In most countries indi-
genous piants already exist that
can do the job. All that is needed
Is the farming know-how to grow
them in greater quantities.”

‘Weeds' like this may be of

great help in the arid and ‘devastated’
areas of our island.
PALK BAY ISLANDS, A reader
has drawn our attention to a pews
report in the Madras Hindu of
December 4. It was a despatch
from Madurai by a correspondent
entit}ed PALK BAY ISLANDS CAN
BE TOURIST SPOTS _The report
reads as fallows: *
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“Three Islands In the-Palk Bay
are to be taken up for development
as tourist spots, the Tamil MNadu
Local Administration, Minister
Mr. K. Kalimuthu, told newsmen
here today. The Hare Island (Muyal
Theevu) apnd the Crusade Island
(Kurusadai Theevu) in Ramnad
taluk and the Nallathanni Theevu
in Mudukulathur taluk, which are
to be developed as tourist spots
are among the 16 islands in Rama-
nathapuram district. There were
17 islands in the district before
Kacha Theevu was given away
to Sri Lanka by the Governmejt
of India about five years ago. The
Hare lsland is 10 km. _southwest
of Mandapam Camp 30 km. from
Ramnad and 24 km. from Pamban.
It abounds in rabbits even today
and has all kinds of trees including
coconut and palmyra. The Crusade
Island is separated by 250 metres
of sea from the Kupdugal Point
of the Rameswaram lsland. This
island is about six km. south of
Pamban. It has a small pier. In the
past, a small church in the name
of St. Xavier was constructed on
this island. It derived its name
from the Biblical word *crusade’
and this name was corrupted Into
“Kurusadai’”. The Crusade Island
was acquired by the Goverpment
for starting a” pearl oyster farm
and for locating a marine biological

‘station In January 1915 for Rs. 4,882,

Nallathanni Theevu has been
named so as good drinking water
Is available within a depth of one
to two metres. It is situated wast
south west of Vilinokkam. Casua-
rina and coconut trees grow well
on its sandy soil. 3

“*Mr. Chandra, Managing Director
of Messrs. South India Travels, says
that if these islands could be déve-
loped, -they are bound to attract
foreign tourists who now go to Sri
Lanka for a holiday on the sed shore.
He is of the opinicn that if facHities
for sea ba;hlng. and shndlﬂng and

“privacy on the Islands ‘are ensured,
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the threa islands would certalnly
gttract toyrists. .. voi s
“The Local  Adminlstration

Minister sald he would ba visitiag
the three islands In the company
of the Tourism Director and other
officials by the end of this month
or early January, when soma comn-
erete proposals ' would be made
for the creation of holidays in
islands in the Pall Bay."

What this mazaps i3 that the
Tamilnadu Gevernment will deve-
lop the Islaads as taurnsz spo's
with - that degree of ‘privacy”
that will enable tourlsts o minded
to be nude or semi-pude. Shut
" away in the Islands, nudism will
not abtrude on the local population.

In Sri Lanka there was a hue
and cry about the “nudism'’ prac-
ticised by some tourists on some
of our lonely tourist bsaches,
This “nudity” was used to publish
ultra-sensational headlines and sexy
storles with telesshots of a few
nude tourists frolicklag on the
beaches. Such cheesecake will
no doubt help to szil a few extra
coples of the paper, but It will do
tolrism no good.

Whether we llka it or not;
tourism has come to stay in Sri
Lanka. With the two major parties,
the UNP and SLFP, fully in favour
of tourism and no party totally
opposed to it, touriem will con-
tinua to be 2 growing Industry In
this countty,  Whatever
vations - Tribune may have had
about tourism in .the past, (and
may still have), it is nscessary to
take a pragmatic ylew and accept
tourlsm as a fact of life In Sri Lanka
for the foreseeable future.

We have, therefore, to reconcile
ourselves to a great many things
which some of us may pot like. The
tourist with high-value hard ctir-
rency Is the new brahmin and the
new sahib in eur land and we
have to learn to Ilve with them.
_During every perled In our his=
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tory wa have had to co-exlst with

brahming, sahibs and the prlvllage&
—by whataver name they Wwere
known from anclent times to the
present day. The privileged mug-
hals or radalas ars today the
tsurists. They alone cay afford
the hast hotels, the best resthousas,
in fact the best of everything,
China, which had made a Maolst
fatish of a salf-reliant class-
Jess sociaty, is now Seeking to
attract such forelgn téurist maps
darins and brahmins Contracts
have baen signed with the Inter<
continental Hotel chain to make a
start with five hotelsin Chinese citles.
Russla has long ago made a big
bid to attract forelgn hard curs
rency spending tourists,

Sri Lanka Is now belng carried
away in this tide. We have there-
fore to learn to tolerate the new
brahmins and the new sahibs. We
must stop being horrified with the
pro‘itltuflon-m‘ﬂnly female and
to a smaller extant mﬂe ft is part
and parcel of tourism. There I8 no
point In getting angry, or worked
up, about the commercialised
sala ‘of the human flesh for the
pleasurable satisfaction of those
wha can afford sueh delights when
such exploitation of the female
has existed from the bezinning of
time. I older times, underprivi-
lezed women were at the mercy
of feudal lords. In colonial times
the sahibs, the white as well a3
brown did wvery much as they
pleased with women they could
buy. And, In @\l cases. the
woman did not get very much out
of It. Today, in the age of capita-
lism . and cash vexus, prostitutes
appear to be doing better, espes
clally those who eater to forelgn
tourists. lp some cities In Asia
like Singapore, Manila and Bangkok,
prostitutes have organised trade
unlens to gafeguard their rights
and fight for higher payment on 2
timerrate basls,

Prostitution has not a yet been

Digitized by Noolaham-Foundation.
noolaham:.org | aavanaham.org _

| figures given may be correct,

| Anuradhapura.

Nudism And Prostituticn

lagalised in Sri Lanka. it has defacte
recognition of a kind, but It s
time that thls oldtime trade and
occupation I8 accorded .a legal
gtatus. Only then can the women
who ply this trade organise
trade unions to safeguard their
rights. Homosexuality too must be
legalised. It will help tourism.
Opice tourism Is accepted as a lawiE
ful industry, prostitution has o
bé recognised as a lawful adjacent
to the Industry. So also pudism,

{f Tamilpadu Tourism wants
to offer competitlon to Sri Lanka
tourism in special tourist Islands
in the Palk Bay to maet the attrac-
tion of Sri Lanka's nudist tourist
centres it Is tima our Tourlst In-
dustry accepts the challenge and
builds hotels, beach complexes and
the like on some of the islands that
hug Sri Lanka aroupd its entire
coast. If we take our tourism
seriously, aswe should, we must
develop some of the Tlands as
tourist outposts where pnudism Is

LETTER : =
IS IT EELAM? |

Siry
layantha Somasundaram’s re-
view~Figure |t Out For Yourself-
appearing in  your issue of
December 2, 1578 calls for com-
ment-  Although the -earller
articles were of a high standard
this article ssems to be an
apology for an “Eelam’. The

But please remember the fol-
lowling aspects of appointments
1. Parcentage of population:
2. The number of educated who
would quality for the posts
given: 3. Influence of any type
in the selections due ‘to othefi]
factors than raclal and political
issues. 5

Dr. G. T. Herath

10.12.78
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permitted. Enclaves can also be
“created in some- of the lonely
sretches on our ceastline for pudist
tourist centres.

- All this will mean a revolution
in our thinking, but we cannot
complain—we live in an age of
‘volutions.

._o_

SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

Dec. 7—-Dec. 13

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA

AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN
COLOMBO,

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDOM—
Ceylon Daily Mirror; CO—Ceylon
Observer; ST—Sunday Times; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Lankadipa; VK—Vira-
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina;
SLD—Sri  Lapkadipa; [D—Jlanadina;

—Sun; DV—Davasa, DP—Dinapathi;
CM—Chintamani; ~ WK—Weekend;
RR—Riviresa; EN—Eelapnadu; IDPR—
Information Dept. Press Release;
DK—Dina kara,

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7:
The PM yesterday tategorically de-
nied that there was any mischie-
vous attempt to smuggle in a pnew
section to the Special Presidential
Commissions of Inquiry (Special
Provisions) Bill which was passed
by Parliament on MNovember 20;
in 2 special statement to the house
he said that he was keen to cor-
rect a wrong impression being
created im the minds of the public
by certain interested parties that
segtion 21 (a) was smuggled into
the amended Bill after its passage
in parliament. Police yesterday
made a breakthrough in the Nallur
L.I8 million-rupee bank robbery

when they found a car and a bicy- '

cle which are belieyed to have

been used in the operation. The

Minister of State has promised

9

;oumallsta in Sri Lanka a new deal
‘with the setting up of a Newspaper
Trust through which warklng jour-
nalists will be paid a pension once
they retire. A map suspected
of having given vital information
to the CID concerning the time
bomb explosion on board the

“ Avro 748 last September, has been

shot dead in Jaffna by gunmen—

CDN. The Director of the Colombo :

Obseryatory observed that Sri Lanka
needs a storm warning Radar for
accurate reading of storms and
other weather conditions well in
time and thus warn the people
agaipst the vagaries. of the wea-
ther—CDM. The goverrment is
likely to call upon all five members
of the GCEC to resign to epable
President Jayewardene to recons-
titute it. State officials engaged
in rehabilitation work in the cy-
clone affected areas need no longer
wait for directives from Colombo
to take decisions at field level.
A highly trained Police strike force
was rushed to Jaffna yesterday
to re-inforce police and armed
personnél who are now on a mas-
sive security operation to track
down the bank robbers who kil-
led two policem:n on Tuesday—SU.
Over fifty armed persons in civilies
created trouble in Jaffna on Tues-
day evening, attacking shops etc,
but due to the timely action of
the GA things were brought .under
control very soon and the trouble

didn't spread. The population
census will take place in 1981, the
agricultural cepsus in 1982 and

the industrial census in 1983—VK.
The MP for - Chavakachcheri has
requested the government to ap-
point a commission to. ipquire
into th: events that took plece
in Jaffna last Tuesday apnd try and
take steps to- prevent such inci-
dents from happening agzip—EN.
The Ministry of Social services in
considering the idea of purchasing
all bricks stocked in private brick
factories to send to the cyclone
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affected arcas—DM. The govern-
ment has deciced to set up a Natio-
nal Health Academy .at a cost of
Rs. 45 million to draw up a more
suitable = health . scheme for_ the
country using the western, ayur-
vedic and other medical systems
in the country—DV.  Political
differences between IVP leaders
as te how they should formulate
their policies is threatening ano-
ther break-up in the party—ATH_
The ruling. Janata Party won ane-
ther important parliamentary by~
election in Northern lndla but
the party was still riven with iﬁ'-_
ternal bickerings.  Soviet leadef
Brezhnev last night denounced what
he called demogogic arguments for
changes in communist bloc ' de-
fence policies—a rebuke " clearly
aimed at President Nicoalae Causescu
of Remania. Common  Maricet
leaders decided to set up a Euro:
pean Monetary system but so
far there will be enly six members.
Defying Soviet protests China i3
sending its Minister of Machine
building with responsibility for avias,
tion matters to look at the revelu-
tionary Harrier war plane thé.t
Peking is anxious to buy .frbm_
Britain—CDN.  Pakistan's condem-
ned ex-Premier Zulficar 'A]_F
Bhutto was yesterday given per-
mission to appear before the
Supreme Court to make a pérsb{
nal plea for his life. Presi'déht
Carter will send Secretary of State
Cyrus Yance to Cairo and Jerusalem
next week in a bid to break the
deadlock in the stalled Egyptian-

Israeli peace talks—CDM. The
Soviet President Leonid Brezh-
nev and Afghanistan's President

Taraki signed in Moscow yesterday
a treaty of friendship between the
two couptries:  The Egyptian
government had decided to sever
diplomatic relatlons with Buigarla
—Su.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER B- The
PM yesterday charged the SLFp
with using the devastation. caused
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eyclone to further their

“political ends; a report of a recent

* SLFP ‘meeting held in Galle Indi-
" cated that speakers at that meeting

seeémed to be happy that the cy-

clone had devastated certalp parts

of the country and tried to make

“out that the cyclone would never

have come if the SLFP had been
in power he said. Local gévern-
ment elections will be held before
June | pext year the PM told parlia-
ment yesterday. The People's
Bank and the Bank of Ceylon will
close a pumber of tholr branches
in the North tomorrow until

further notice following a decision

. tion of the

‘to restrict the activities of the
two Institutions In this area for
reasons of security. The Minister
of Finance has met the Chairman
of the World Bank during his visit
to Washinston on Tuesday and
discussed World Bapk assistance
to the accelerated Mahaweli Project,
assistance for cyclone rehabilita-
tion etc—CDN, In the recosstruc-
Batticaloa district,

~ the worst hit by the resent cyclone,

infiltration from outside the re-

_glon would not be allowed said

the Minister of lustice who Is In
overall charge of rehabllitation and
relief activities for the eastern
province; he said he had authentlc
information that politically moti-
vated moves were afoot to settle
people from outside the province

: I. in saveral villages in the Batticaloa

districe. The Minister of Educa-
tion and Higher Education has de-

+ elded to introduce a scheme for

national service for those students

. gelected for university admission—
_ CDM.  The goverpment s to de-

~ the

ploy the armed service to set up
workshops In the eyclone affected
areas; these will turn out roofing

and other building materials for

the reconstruction and repairs of
houses devastated by the recent

cyclone, particularly on the east’

coast.. Government ls- eonsidering

introduction of a 'peo-fault’
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accident Insurance scheme
in several daveloped countries;
under the propoged scheme acci-
deat victims will bs pald compen-
sation whether of pot the fault
has been proved In courts. The

T-incomalee branch of the TULFE

has updertaken the construction
of 100 temporary houses at Nava-
Jady viliage in Batticaloa
was badly affected In the recent
cyclone, - The World Bagk has
granted a ‘loan of 14 million US
dollars to the National Water
Supply and Drainage Board for

the development of water supply

schemes in Colombo and the out-
stations. Police inquiring into the
Nallur bank robbery are trying
to find out why a private car was

used to transport the stolen money

to the bank when an official yehicle
was given by the bank for this
purpose—=SU. After questioning
273 persons in connection Wwith
the Nallur bank robbery the police
have discovered that opne of the
persons guilty was tall and curly
halred while the other was short
and stout—VK, Rs. 50 million has
been allocated by the PM to be
given as loans to repair repovate,

and extend rural houses—LD. The
State granite corporation exported
Rs. 8 million worth of granite
last month—DM. The acting Minis-
ter of Agricultural development
and research has decided to dis-
tribute | milllon coconut plants
free of charge in the cyclone affec-
ted areas. Work on the TV Centre
will eommence in February next
year—DV. The Chairman of Lake
House has started :nveqt:gatiﬂg Into
the alleged CIA agents in Lake
House=DK, Massayashi Ohira
was finally acclaimed Japan's new

PM by both houses of the DIET

in- 'stceession to Takeo : Fukuda.
Iran’s military authorities released

~two -opposition leaders Dr. Karim

Sanjabl and Dariush Forouharr after
detalning them for almost a month.

3 =
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on
the lines of the scheme exlsting .

which

Sri Lanka Chronicie

President Carter describing human
Flghts as the soul of s forelgn
poliey said he would fight for. the
Ideals of Individual freedom as lopg
as he stayed in the White House—
CDN. ~The Indlan government
has introduced a bill in parliament
to set up spacial Court to

formar PM Indira Gandhi and her

_ closest ‘aides for their roles Ig the

emergency [975-77. A renewed
strike by oll workers has cut Iran’s
oil production by half. Mrs Indira
Gandhl was elected the opposition
leader in the lower and upper_
housas—SU.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER %
The government spends Rs. 3
million a week on the issue of free
rations In the cyclone affected

The Land Acquisition Act
{Cap, 460) as amended by ths -
Land  Acquisition (Amend-
ment) Act No. 28 of 1964,
Notice under cection 7. P~
Ref. No. 3/62/459/68/).72 Agel

It is intended to acquire the land/

lands described in the Schedule
below. For further particulars
please see the Gazette of the
Democratic Soclalist Republic of
Sri Lanka No. 15 of 15/12]1978
(Part ).
Schedule
Name of Village Ete.:
Etambe village in Medapattu
Korale E=ast, Papn2la D.R.O's
Division, Kurunegala District,
North Western Province.
Ngme of Land:
Kaluhabaraliya Watta

Plan & Lot Nes.:
Lot Mos. 40 and 4l in Supple-
-ment No. 2 of Final Village P!an
No. 389.
K. A, Gunaselera
District Land Officer
Kurunegala District
The Kachcheri, - -

- Kurugegala.

30th November, I973
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_areas said the Minister-oftFood
‘and Co-operatives. The ‘PM visited
Pelennaruwa yesterday In the com-
pany of ths Speaker of the houge
and the leader of the opposition
to inspect cyclone damage and con-
for with officlals about the rehabl-

iitat_i'on program.  The President
will visit the cyclone affected areas
today. The question that is worry-
ing the Board of Directors of the
People’s Bank is why did the Nallur
branch of the People’s Bank where
the robbery took place deviate
from procedure and ask for police
escort the previous day instead of
on the morning of the day when
the collection is removed ag is the
usual practice. Police have esta-
blished the identity of three pzr-
sons who it is believed have payed
a key rpole in the Nallup police
murder apnd bank robbery. The
President will open the Humap
Rights Centre at the Head Office
of the Sri Lapka Foundation to-

“morrow evening—CDN.  Persons
#ho loot state or private sector
owned food items would bhe tried
under Emergency laws and dealt with
severely said the Minister of Food
and Co-operatives. Eighteen bul-
let wounds were found on the
body of constable Kingsley Perera
who was shot dead last Tuesday
in the Nallur bank hold up—CDM.
The government would continue
to control 609, of the means of
production, exchange and distri-
bution In Sri Lanka the President
declared yesterday. The Minister
of State yesterday denied an allega-
tion by an SLFP MP that a number
of Sri Lankan journalists had been
identified by a US Sepate com-
- mittee as being agents of the CIA.

miliesin cyclone areas in Batticaloa
district will continue to receive
free rations for three more weeks
said the Minpister of Food and Co-
operatives. The proposed salary
increase of 109 with a mipimum
of Rs. 50 is to take the form of a
special allowance—SU. Former PM
Golda Melr a piopesr of the

State of lsrael died yesterday at
the age of 80. NATO yasterday

tefected eommunist proposals to

fresze military manpowar levels
in central Europs while groups
reduction agreement-ls pegotlated.
President Carzer sald yEé‘terday he
did not know whether the Shah of
Iran would™ survive: the mounting
opposition to his reglme but he
hoped so—CDN. The Speaker of
the lower House of Parliament
charged
ex-PM Indira Gandhi's party were
conspiring to murder PM Morarji
Desai.  Former Home
Charan Singh announced his dezi-
ston pot to return to PM Morarfi
Desal 's cabinet plunging the bitter-
ly divided ruling Janata Party
into fresh chaos. Radio Hanoi
sald leaders of the newly esta-
blished anti-Phnom Peph guerilla
movement had visited their troops
at the frontline and claimed two

local uprisings had occured ~ in
Cambodia-=SU.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER I9:

The President who flew into’ cy-
clone ravaged Batticaloa yesterday
said that the armed seryices would
be throwing themselves completely
into the government’s efforts to
rehabilitate the areas destroyed
by the cyclone. A spectacular
leap in the impert of ears, motor
cycles and tractors into the coun-
try has been recorded in a plan
implementation  ministry  survey
which has just been published. The
contributions to the Presidentls
fund stands at nearly 6 million
now=—S0, The taxi service in
Colombo is to be restructured on a
request made by the President:
he has advised the Minister of
Transport to model the local taxi
service on the Singapore taxi

‘system to ensure a fair deal for

users. A gang yesterday threw two
petrol bombs at the office of the
TULF at Maln Street, laffna dama-
ging several window panes. A big
breakthrough in our trade with
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today that members of

Minister™

India -was achieved i the. recant
Dalhi discussions, with lndia agres-

‘ing to reduce the import dutfes

on Sri lanka's cloves, nutmeg,
glycerine. rubber, cocea beans. and
natural graphites and lointly launch
industrial and packing - ventures
and  market tea. A programme
to raise the standard of English in
sthools which has beep deteriorat-
ing in the past two decades. has
been launched by the Minister of
Education to be effective. from
January 1 pext year. Over 50,000
families have been rendered home-
less by the -total de'stfuctio'ﬁ ef
theit houses and ‘huts in the recent
cycloene. In the two weeks since
the cyclone and floods of November
23, International assistance to Sri
Lanka for immediate relief Mmea-
sures has reached Rs. 50 m!!llop_-—
ST. A co-op general manager, and
ex-mayor and several leading citi-
zens were taken into custody for
conhiving, retaining looted property
and for transporting looted pre-
perty said the SP, Batticaloa—WK.
The leader of the Oppositlon while
travelling in the cyclone-ravaged
areas to survey the damage o8-
caped by a hair's breadth whan
the car he was travellrng in met
with an accident—VK. The people
who lost their houses during the

.recent cyclone will get a loan for

Rs. 5000 to repair the damage—CM,
Iran enters a critical 48 houts of
religicus meurning with a military
government  seeking - to “avold
bloodshed that could fufther wea-
ken the Shah's poesition—S0. Israel
foreign minister Moshe Dayan said
yesterday Israel was uplikely—to
close its doors to further-talis with
Egypt If Cairo did not sign a peace
treaty on December 17 as plapped.
The Angolan government announ-
ced the.dismissal of PM Lope Do

Nascimento and sald  hig post
would be abolished—ST. - :

MONDAY, DECEMBER - |z
President Jayewardene - sald

yesterday that- as Jong as his.govs
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erpment lasted it would imple-
ment to the letter the Declaration
of Hufman Rights; he was speaking
“on the otcasion of the iuauguration
of the Human Rights Centre. The
‘President said after a tour of cyclone
I"_a\?aged areas in the Batticaloa
district last saturday that he was
happy that the goveriment ad-
-ministraﬂoﬂ was returping to nor-
.mal and: the ‘machinery was now
‘there for pormal distribution of
food to take place. 239,000 students
will sit the GCE ‘O’ level exami-
nation tomorrow. The FAO has

granted Rs. |l million as food aid .

for cyclone victims in Sri Lapka.
The condensed milk factory at
Polonnaruwa will resume produc-
tion in two weeks; the factory
ceased prodiction after it was
damaged by the cyelone—CDN, Up-
licensed radio sets will be con-
fiseated; this decision was taken
_ by the directorate of the Sri Lanka
Broadcasting Cerporation. Tep mem-
bers of the gang resporsible for a
series ‘of murders, armed rob-
beries and bank held ups in the
Morthern Province are reported
to be in Colombo—CDM. Presi-
dent lJayewardene yesterday deci-
ded that rostrictions would have
to be imposed on society if a sec-
tion of misguided individuals sou~
ght to destroy the government.
The Cabinet has laid down a series
of guidelinpes to be followed by
GA's in regard to cyclone relief
work. A Bureau for the study of
Sri Lanka Rebirth cases is to be
established shortly in Kandy as
part of an American research pro-
ject on this subject—5U. President
has announced after surveying the
cyclone affected areas that two
plans—one short term and the other
long term—will be implemented to
rehabilitate the areas—VK. Investiga-
tions into’ the Nallur Bapk rob-
bery have so far not revealed any
useful clause according to police
* sources—DP. A secret -document
severly criticising the SLFP leader-
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-families—CEN.

ship has been distributed among
its membership and it has jolted
the leadership. The Mipister of
Trensport has decided to permit
private bus owners to run mini-
buses services in Colombo and the
suburbs—DM. ~ The police has got
a tip off that a part of the cash
stolen from tie Nallur bapk is to
be distributed amopg Tamils who
were affected by the cyclone in
Batticaloa—[D. Police investigations
have revealed that members of the
terrorist group in the North
have been sent to Colombo to
shoot anybody who gives informa-
tion to the police regarding their
activities—LD. President Carter
faced with criticism within his
own oparty defended a strong
military policy and' said he was
inclined to increase the defence
budget next year to counter a
Soviet build-up. South Africa yester-
day announced an 819 turn, out
ofsvoters in the week-long election
in Namibia. The US flew military
transport planes into Teheran last
night to bring in anti-riot equip-
ment and carry out American
Iran’s armed for-
ces concaded the centre of the
capital to around one ' million
demonstrators against the Shah fa-
cing a climax to the year-old oppo-
sition campaign against his once
absolute power. President Carter
sent warm wishes and a pledge of
continued support to Communist
Romania’s Independent minded Pre-
sident Blicolae Causescu—SU.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12:
The PM of India, Mr. Morarji Desai,
will be in Sri Lanka on February 4
to participate in the first anni-
versary of the installation of Mr.
J. R. layewardene as the first elec-
ted Executive President; this anno-
uncement was made by the Minis-
ter of Trade who returned to the
island after an official visit of India

‘and Bnagladesh. The Minister of

Trade said yesterday the willing-
ness of India to treat her trade
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Sri Lanka Chronicle

relations.with Sri Lanka on a spacial
basls showed the qualitative diffe-
rence in the goodwill between
the two countries.  The Migister
of Education promised the country
that' in the interest of education
he would see to it that justice
and fairplay prevailad in the mark:
ing of all answer scripts be they
in Sinhala, Temil or English. Strong
winds and ipcessant rain during
the past 48 hours have caused a
minor flood situation in Batticaloa.
The exposition of the sacred tooth
relic for public veperation will be
held frem December 15 to 25 at
the Sri Dalada Maligawa Kandy—
CDN. The police team investigating
the Nallur People’s Bank robbery
has rup into a wall of silence
though there were at least 25
witnesses of the incident| in its
various stages—CDM. The Parlia-
mentary Select Committee exam-
ining the suitability of candidates
for high posts has suspended the
screening  of the five members
of the GCEC. The pewly passeﬂ*:'
Judicature Act will come into
operation by the middle of pext
year. The Minister of lustice and
Chairman of the District Adyisory
Committee said that the rehabili-
tation of the cyclone affected areas
in the Batticaloa district will be
undertaken on a two phased
programme. The MP for Nallur
and the President of the TULF
yesterday called for a full inquiry
into the allegations made by the
Minister of Industries and Scientific
Affairs that Tamil examiners were

students in the
University; he asked how the
Minister had obtained answer
scripts which were secret dociments:
—5U. The Minister of Educatioh
asked for pardon on behalf of offi-
cials of his ministry Wwho he said
were behaving badly—VK. Rs. 3

favouring Tamil

'million’ worth of tea which was

exported to a middle eastern
country has been returned as this
consignment was -not in -keeping
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with the conditions ip the agree-
ment—DK. The Petroleum Corpo-
-ration is considering increasing the
price level by 6097; a gallon of petrol
Will cost Rs. 22, a gallonl of diesel
Rs. 8 and a gallon of kerosene ol
Rs. 5—ATH. Qatari Oil Minister
Al Thani said yesterday that the
=rising of oil prices has become a
must and indispensable. In a mam-
moth show of strength and unity
against the Shah an estimated 3
million Iranians, about 109 of the
total population, marched peace-
fully through the streets of Tehran
and other major cities yesterday.
Two top Nepali ministers and a
minister' of State have resizned
because of investigations into minis-
tries that they have headed in re-
cent years. The lower house of
- parliament begap a debate whe-
ther to take up the recommepda-
tions of its privileges Committee
that the former PM Indira Gandhi
is guilty of persecuting govern-
ment officials collecting information
for parliament about alleged violation
¥ her son’s Maruti Ltd. of licence
conditions for the manufacture of
small cars—CDN. Thousands of Isra-
elis, many with tears in their eyes
paid their last respects to former
Premier Golda Meir—SU.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER I3:
Migimising  Customs and  Ex-
change control formalities, only
random checking of baggage and
incoming gift parcels, the elimi-
-nation of customs declaration forms
for certain categories of travel-
lers and the provision of recon-
version of the Sri Lanka rupees
into foreign currency at airports are
some of the steps of government
proposes to take shortly. Air Lanka,
&ri Lanka’s new international air-
line, will commence operations at
the beginning of next morth;
it will not tie with any other airline
but go it alone. The European
Centre for International Co-opera-
tion will offer substantial aid to
Sri Lanka in the implementation
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of its major development proiécts
including ' the accelerated Maha-
weli scheme, Members  of
workers councils will be appointed
to the directorates of state cor-
porations the Minister of Labour
said yesterday. New laws will be
framed soon to regulate the fee-
levying employment agepcies for
jobs: abroad. 20,000 people have
been marooned in several areas
following heavy rain; two villages
were .completely cut off by floods
once again in the Batticiloa dis-
trict—CDN. The Minister of Labour
announced yesterday that he would
shortly introduce legislation to set
up a Trust Fund for public and
private sector employees which
would pay gratuities of one month’s
salary for every year’s seryice to
employees who had ‘worked over
three years in any establishment;
this would be in addition to the
EPF—CDM. The Advanced Level
qualification certified in Sri Lapka
will be recognised for entrance

to Universities throughout the
world: after 1985, the Minister of
Education announced yesterday. The
Arttorney General has held that a
District Minister in the North
Central Province could be proses
cuted for alleged intimidation and
asssault of an Attorpey-at-law. The
government has announced the Six
Chancellors to the Universities:
Colombo Prof. D. A. Ranasinghe;
Peradeniya Mr. Victor Tenneckeoon:
Moratuwa Mr. Arthur C, Clarke;
Sri- Jayewardenapura Prof. D. E.
Hattiarachchi; Kelaniya University
Mr. V. Manickavasagar. The govern-
ment will intervene to compel
the private sector to fall in line
with the ten percent wage in-
crease anpounced in the budget
last month. Mr. Wang Jun-Shong
the Vice Foreign Trade Minister of
China will lead a five member dele-
gation to Colombo for .bilateral
trade talks—SU. Rs: 25,000, was
taken at gun point at the Galle
bus - stand yesterday morning—VK.
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The Minister of Public Administra
tion and Home Affairs gaid in
Parliament yesterday that people
who retire from government ser-
vice will receive their pension
after one month and if somebady
died in service the families: will
recaive one years pay as compensa-
tion—EN. The Social Service
departmant has estimated ‘the pim-
ber of people affected by the cy-
clone at | million and the number of
houses damaged at 2 lakhs—DK.
Construction work on the Maduru
Oya project has ‘Been stoppéd as
the cyclone has daim:ged nearly
all buildings in the area—DV. Armed
robbers have robhed 32 banks and
have got away with Rs. 3. ‘million
In- the' last® 2 months—LD.
The government of tha' People's
Republic of China has informed
the Minister of Forelgn Affairs that
it has dezided to dopats relisf irems
to the value of half a miliion Rupees
as assistance to cyclone victims—
IDPR No. 273[78.  Malaysia - “and
Indonesia propose - setting “aside
an island to give a tempGrary
home to the growing number of
Vietnamese ‘boat people’ fleeing
their homes. Mrs. Golda Meir
was buried in heavy rain on 2 moun-
tain side funeral plot reserved
for lsrael's most honoured leaders.
Arab oil ministers gathering. in
Abu Dhabi are expected to 'step
up their private cozsultations about
ari almost inevitable increase ip
Oil prizes for next year. China
has advised some governments  of
the NATO alliance | it intends
shortly to end the 30 year Sino-
Soyiet treaty of friendship alliance
and mutual assistance—CDN,
Several million people paraded th-
rough lranian cities in demonstra-
tions of religious mourning and

political protests against the Shah

which went off peazefully in Tehran
but were marked by scattered
violence in provincial centres—CDM.
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IN THE TUB
Iry Blngenu

The Perfect Bankmg
System

THE WISDOM of Dicgenes is not
borrowed and his philosophy is
his own. He talked to himself
and appears to his friends that he
converses With some voice Wwith-

in.. His has a mind that pierces_

and penetrates through irrele-
vancles and reaches the relevant
realities of life.  He saw the
vanity and folly of men who, in
quest of fortunes for themselves,
riined both society and the state.
The’y ruined themselves In the end
and their children too.

Diogenes also saw how men in-
vested and squandered  their
assets ki that Invisible but ever
Flourishing Bank which was soun-
der than the soupdest Bank on
earth. It was the most perfectly
and efficiently organised  Bank
in existence. It had no accountants,
cashiers, officers and. sub-officers.
There are no ledgers kept nor
Bankers' books. Therc are no
monthly statements sent to the
customers,

“ Every human being has an ac-
count  in this most wonderful
Bank, and he operates his account
without any knowledge that he
is doing so. The credits and debits
ire never. checked by him and yet
tha accounts are never In error.
There are no frauds or defaulta-
tions in this Ba,nk it Is the safest
Bank to make one’s deposit and
the highest Interest Is pald In this
great institution. No man is too
poor to make deposits and no man
is too rich not to get into the red
and everdraw on hls account. Un-
limited credit Is allowed here.
Every good and kindly act Is credited
to the account of the deer and
avery gvil hateful act is deblited to
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his accoupt. Daposits are easier
to be made here than anywhere
else and payments and debits are
readily made, A customer’s ac:
count Is mnever closed and no
warnings are sent to him. The Bank
never sues nor can it be sued.
Many are the multi-millicnaires who
have fabulous accounts in the
Banks of the World with unlimited
credit but they are In the red,
having heavily overdrawn in this
Great Invisible Bank.

The Master laughed and laughed
when he saw the wretched men
foeling so secure and making invest-
ments in the little Banks of the
World in complete ignorance of
the fact that a deposit here is a
debit thers in that Great Bank.
To be born a man is the greatest
of blessings. It is™ only man who
can freely operate an account in
this Bapk.  Deposits are easy,
drawings are easier. It is .opnly a
kind thought or a kind deed which
goes to make 3 deposit and it is
an evil deed or ap eyil thought
which leads to a debit.  Every
material less goes to his credit
as a payment on a loan and every
material again goes on the debit
side of his account. With worldly
guccess, man draws and overdraws.
That is the moment he must make
deposits with noble deeds afd
noble thoughts. On the other
hand he swells his account with

his losses, his noble deeds and
nable thoughts.
This s the perfect Banking

sytem and this is every Man's Bank

mused Diogenes and PBnderad over

the Ignorance and folly of man.
D-—1=—=10) O

IN NEXT ISSUE

As we go to press, US and China
have established diplomatic rela-
tiens and OPEC has Increased oil
prices. Tribune will discuss and
comiment o these developments in
the next jssue,
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The Invisible Bark
A SHORT STORY FROM NIGERIA

Another Christmas
by Sita Selvadural

“| haye hardly any time left to
get rid of this one,” mused Yomi
to himgelf, as he sat outside Kings-
way. The day after was Chr!stmas.
and that meant that tomorrows
will be a holiday too, and the whole
place would be deserted. He sur-
veyed the solitary comb of bananas
still left on his tray.

“O bother,' he cried as he pat-
ted his tummy.

“Hupgry?” inquired Cheeku hls
twelve year old friend, who was
observing him while hawking ba-
nanas beside him,

“Yas rather,” admitted Yomi,
“| did haye my usual chop of gary
before | left home this morning.
But that was at dawp, and it is
nearly evening now."’

“Dont worry. You have only
one comb left'. Conscled Cheeku,
“And there are about two hours
left for big shop to close’’ ==

“Remember to get at least fifey
kobo for each of these.” his mother
had told him, as she handed him
the three combs of bananas that
morning. Yomi wondered if he
had been too hasty with the first
two. He had got only forty kobo
for each of those. The, masters
had bargained and won. "l will
try to get at least sixty kobo for
this one.”” he said aloud.

Yomi watched the well dressed
crowds as they poured out of
Kingsway, hugging their last
minute Christmas shopping. They
brushed past each other as they
hustled in and out of the super-
market. Yomi had never been iz
side Kingsway or any other super-
market. As a matter of fact he
had on many occasions peered in
at the doorway and even suggested
to his mother that he look around
it lelsurely with her. But she had
brushed aside his request. “Those
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: Zall, dark and handsome.

Story Frem Niceria

big shops are not meant for us
son.'" she had sald.

The cars that had brought the
shoppers circled round and round
the circular drive of Kingsway.
It was a interminable strigg of
cars. They were all the latest
models. Most of them weare chaui-
fgr driven. . Yom! always had a
fascination for thesa limousines. He
could identify most of them. “The
Toyoto apnd the Datsun are -the
best cars, and they are made in
lapan, “‘Cheeku had told him.
Cheeku's father was a chauffer and
drove a Toyoto ‘Crown'. Though
Cheeku was two years older than
he was, Yomi did not accept every-
thing Cheeku tcld him. He had
verified  this statement from his
father. “The Mercedes Benz Is
fhe best car in the world." His

father ha& said, and Yomi believed-

that his father knew best.

Yomi pictured his father In his
mind’s eye. He could visualize
him standing there in front of him.
His
father who had now gone. His
father who had made him intensely
happy- His father whom he had
admired apd idolized so much.
Time would never obliterate that
memory. He was thapnkful he had
had him for nine whole years.
His little brather ‘who was only
two years old could not even re-
member his face.

It had all happened so suddenly,
two days before Christmas last
year. Yomi's father who worked
for ‘a white master in town was
expected home ‘that eveping for
Christmas.  Little Yomi had laln
awake on his mat and plllow till
quite late, and then fallen asleep.
ge was awakened at dead of night

y Toud crles and shouts, On peering
through the tiny window of his
mud hut he had seen all uncles
and thelr familles who lived in the
same ' compound, running towards
the road. In his anxiety to run
after them Yoml forgot to bend
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_grapdfather

- as usual.

low as he usually did at the door-
way, and the lintel of his froat
door had struck him hard on the
head-- The ugly scar on his head
was a reminder of that fateful
day.

About a kilometre away from
his house they had all stopped
near a overturped van. Many of
the injured passengers were being
taken to a nearby hospital. After
a while Yoml spled his mother.
She was bending over the dead
body of his father. The board on
the overturped van said “Salva-
tion'’. But there was no salvation
for Yoml now. They had carried
his father's body home, and Yomi
remembered how his mother had
sat by his father’s corpse that
night and wept softly and des~
perately into the darkness.

He had only vague memories
of what haspened In the next two
days. There was special drumming
and muslc that was usua! at burals.
It was nolige alright but it did qot
help one bit to numb the gearing
sorrow that had plerced hls heart.
Two white goats and some fowls
had been slaughtered. HIs mother
did not want these apimals to be
sacrificed. “Dont do this. [ am a
Christian and do not belleve In
sacrifices.” She had said. But his
and uncles had In-
sisted. And she had been too sad
and upset to protest too much,
so it had been as the elders had
wished. No meals were eocked
in the little shed outside his hut
All the cooking during
those two days was done In the
blg hut In the middle of the com-
pound, that belonged to his grand-
father. His grandfather, his uncles,
his brother and he had been dres-
sed In shirts of self seme checks,
and his mother, aunts and sister
had the same print on the cloths
they draped around their waists.
It went a long way to give the
mourners their identity. Yoml’s
father was burled in a corper of
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thelr compound, and the orange
tree they had planted over his grave
was but now two feet tall. Far.
weeks after the funeral the nolse
of the funeral drums had resounded
in his sleep. He remembered
how he had shrieked into wake=
fulness one night, and how his
mother had rushed to his side
and held him gertly in her arms,
till he had drifted into sleep 2gain.

He recalled with nostalgia the
days when his father was living.
He used to ccme to see them
every Sunday, his day off, and
he always brought some little
gift for him, his sister and brother,
He thought of the big, red rubber
ball, the last present his father
had given Kim which lay treasured
and unused, wrapped in polythene
paper in a corner of his hut, in a
cardboard box with his clothes,
Yomi had hoped to preserve it

My No. FA/1/259

The Land Acquisition Act
(Chapter 460) as amended
by the Land Acquisition

{Amendment) Act No. of 1944
: Motice und=r Section 7

It Is Intended to acquire the
land described below for a public
purpose. For further particulars,
please see the Gazette of the
Democratic  Socialist Republie of
Sri Lanka No. I5 of 15/12/1978.
Situation: i

In the village of Bandaragama
Minor Divi-sion of Adikaripattuwa,
D.R.O's Division of Raigam Korale

(West), Kalutara District In Western

Province.
Name of Land: Godaparagahawatta
Lots & Plan No::
Lot No. I In P.P.K. 1409
Mahinda Gammanpila
Acquiring Officer, And
Assistant Government Agent,
_ Kalutara Digtrict.
Ralutara Kachcherl, '
Ist December [978. -
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forever; a precious ' memeto of
his fathef. There was always eno-
ugh food at home for them in those
good old days. The meat soup
with the gary was regular part of
their diet then. Hs could count
on his fingers the number of times
he had had meat soup since he
lost ‘his father. His mouth wztered
as. he thought of the slices of bread
and jam they used to look forward
toon Sundays.

H_is'__fa-ther had been happy work-
ing for the white master. He pever
complained -about his lot, and al-
ways had 2 good word for his
mastsr. Yomi had been up: to the
big house once. It was when his
little brother was born. His mother
had wanted him to convey the
happy news to his father. Yomi
had been impressed with the big
house; its well keot lawns, and
flower beds., The Madame had
given him a cooled coke from the
ice-box, and some orapges to take
home to his mother. He thought
she was kind.

How things had changed - for
them over the past year. The smile
had, disappeared altogether from
his mother’s eyes. He had observed
her gloomy look while he dug
the ground round their hut apd
planted cassova with her a few
days ago, and his heart had sad-
dened. She had been so different
when his little brother was a baby,
and she had him perched in a
cloth pouch upon her back, as she
went about her ‘tasks. She used to
even sing then, while she worked.

Yomi- was-datermined to make it

up to her as saon as he was able
to: He had always wanted to drive
a &ar, but ndw after the road acci-
dent that had Kkilled his father,
Yomi had second thotights about
hi§ future vocation. He had seen
many road accidents before. = They
wers common in his part of the
countrjr. Bat it was different when
tragedy struck your own. Yomi
thought of the National Pledge
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_was dressed in a blue

he used to repeat in school each
morning.,

“l pledge to Nigeria my country,
to be faithful, loyal and honest.
To serve Nigeria with all my stren-
gth, to defend her upity, and
hold her hopour and glory.”

Serve Nigeria he must, though
at the moment he did pot quite
know how. The sound of “Jingle
Bells" drifted” out of Kingsway.
It was his favourite. Christmas
tune, and he usually skipped and
clapped when he heard it. Today
he was in no mpod for either. He
raised his arm and wiped the mis-
erable tear that had ocozed out of
his eye, on his outsized shirt sleeves.
He must make a last minute attempt
to dispose of the bananas.

Yomi scratched the short wiry
curls that was his hair, and sweat
poured down Fkis brow. He felt
hot and thirsty. The “Hamatan”
wind which had started blowing
from the north, somewhat ersed
the heat of the hot tropical sun.
People continued to pour out of
Kingsway, their arms full of parcels.
Yomi approached a lady as she
stepped out of the big shop. She
frock the
colour of the sky, and wore red
shoes and carried a red hapdbag.
“Buy these.. Madame," he pleaded,
as he stretched out the planteins

_ towards her. “They are English

Bapanpas.”

The lady stopped apnd smiled.
Perhaps she was moved by the
pathetic look in his ebony eyes,
or may be it was the spirit of Christ-
mas that prevailed. She opened
her handbag and handed him a
One Niara note. “Keep the chagge’.
She said as she walked away with
the bananas.

Yomi's heart leapt with joy,
as his fingers closed tightly over
the one- Niara note. ‘“God bless
you, Madam.” He called after
her, as he made beeline for home.
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In Old Matara

Christmas won't be that bad he
thought, and the world not such
a cruel place after all.
0-0

0-0 0-0

A CHRISTMAS

Ull Never Forget s

by Ina Trimmer

“Like Silver lamps in a distant
shrine the star; are shining bright,
The bellz of the City of God ring
out for the son of Mary was bern
to-night."'

Music is in the air, carols. for
Christmas is nigh. Weeks ahead
the choir is rounded up by a few
enthusastic members. The men
are cajoled into helping and to-
gether with the Iladies practise
the carols they have sung for many
a hear.

Matara had been steadily filling
up. There was not a house without.
its family gatherings. They came™
sons and daughters, from far away
places to where they had gone to
seek.a living, in the great outer
world where fortunes are- coined,
back to the shelter of the old roof
for it was Christmas time. Some-
times a Black Sheep returps. He
has failed to make good. Maybe
he was updeserving or perhpas
unlucky. But it matters not, the
welcome is as warm for the Pro-
digal Son. The fold had been empty
and with thankfulpness and rejoic-
ing he is received to share the good-
will of the season. At no other
time of the year does the Fort
echo and re-echo with this/tinkle
of bells as it does at Christmas
time. Through the old Main Gate
rumble the Buggies bringing their
load of relztions and friends. “‘Juck!
Muck!  Pittal'"" shout the drivers
goading on their bulls and twisting
their tails to outrup their rivalg,
The bulls hasten with swinging
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Christmas Day

heads. “Cling-cling’’ ring the
bells hung round . their
bringing music to our waiting ears.
With bells and shouts and a clatter
of hoofs the wanderers come home.

On Christmas eve the carols,
so ardeptly practised, are sung.
Everyone, awaits this with plea-
sureable anticipation and |, toe,
feel important for | have a place in
the ancient choir loft: My yoice
is a negligible thing, a mere hum
of mosquite-like propertion.
When the trebles rise to the hei-
ghts | pretend to move my lips for
I know my limitations.
church ‘is a blaze of light.  The
enormous hanging chandeliers shine
with cpadlelight thar stream out
through the high, old-fashioned
windows. On this night alone it
awakes out of its yearlong sleep
for the carol service which the
whole town attends. The congre-
gation join In many of the carcls.
With enthusiasm they ‘'Hail the
Goldern Morn", the orgapist pe-
dalling furiously, beating the leaking
bellows by sheer force of human
power. Suddenly a cyphering note
invades the harmony of a soul-
stirring anthem. The ancient har-
monium has decided to share in
its own specidl way the glory of
the occasion. High and piercing
that wanton note holds the stage
for full five minutes. Then as
suddenly aS it was born it dies,
silenced by a resourceful chorister.

Into the star-lit night we dis-
persed—not to sleep—Oh no! Who
could think of bed on the most
wonderful night of the year. Even
tee children were wide awake
and with our  parents we saw
Christmas in as the custom was
as far back as | could remember,
in the home of Matara's Grand
Old Map, Mr. Keupneman. After
games and supper the whole gather-
ing stood round the'piano and as
the town clock on the ramparts
struck the midnight hour, sang
his favourite carol:
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necks,

The old.

“from the hallowed belfry tower,

Hatk! resounds the midnight hour'’,

Wishing and kissing we ushered
Christmas in, then to bed we were
hurried but not before making a
prelimimary search for evidence of
Santa Claus. But the pillow cases
hung empty and limp and the chair
had not been touched. We were
not perturbed, however, Santa was
our trustworthy friend and bane-

factor. About 3 am | was awake,
restless with the excitement of
apticipation. Gropingly, in the

dark | sat up and felt for the piliow
case. |t was fulll "Get up! Get up!
Santa has come,” | whispered to
my sister.  Together we  crept
with our pillow cases to the dining
room where 2 night light was burn-
ing. In that hour before dawn we
investigated our treasure troves,
gampled the sweets and pulled a
cracker or two. My golden-haired
doll was revealed last of all strange-
ly like the one at Cardoza's. How
clever of Santa to have known
exactly what | wanted!

Salvoes of  crackers  rever-
berating through the town in the
early morning sent us springing
to our feet. Christmas was here!
Happy Christmas! Merry Christ-
mas! We shouted to father and
mother, then ran across to the
other house in our garden where
my aunt and untle apnd cousins
lived. At 9 o'clock all paths lead
to the church in the shade of the
whip trees where we sang carols
the night before. - Self-conscious
in our new finery we walked on
either side of mother, along “the
short cut through the cozontt
palms. My pew shoes piach, my
hat presses like a vice on the crown
of my head, but my “baby dell”
dress with two frills of embroidery
which in those days we called "2
robe'’ was after my own heart.

Over the grave-stones of long-
forgotten dead with. which the
church is paved, we enter. Every
seat bears: its full complement of
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worshippers but still “they . come,
even those who haven't seen the
inside of a | church - throughout
the year. A later-comer’s stealthy
eptrance brings all eyes on the door.
lts father! Where could he sit?
Every place was occupied even the
chairs brought in for the occasion.
Nods and smiles from the choir
beckon a welcome. Hig rich tenor
wag always an asset. Mother looks
pleased that he has arrived before
the ministers. His usual time was
half-way through the sermon. The
visiting minister in flowing black
cloack follows hard on his heels
and enters the large antique pulpit
with cane sides.

“Now stand to sipng,”" he an-
NOUNCES.

“Christians ~ Awake' resounds
from beam to beam and from a
hupdred undaunted throats the
top notes ring out triumphantly.

After service the church is a
happy meeting place. Everyone kisses

The Land Acquisition Act
(Chapter 460) as amended
By Land Acquisition (Amend-
ment) Act No. 28 of [964.
MNotice Under Section 7

Reference No. LL/A /7409
It is intended to acquire the land
described in the schedule below.
For further particulars, please see
the Gazette of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
No. I5 (Part iii) of 15/12/1978,
M. M. Premaratne
District Land Officer,
Ratpapura District
Land Branch, The Kachcheri,
Ratnapura. Ist December [978.
Schedule
Name of Land: Hettigewatte
Situgtion; Village of MNugawala,
Nugawela Wasama, Atakalankorale,
Ratnapura District.
Survey Reference:
Lot No. 34 in Supplement No. 15
of FVYR 4. 5 =
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averyona alsa. Hats meet in violent
conflict but undeterred by such
minor difficulties the kissing goes
on- ‘Merry Chrlstmas!” ‘“Happy
Christmas!’” “Same to youl"” are
heard on every side, old scores
forgotten, grudges buried in the
limbo of the past year. Rescund-
ing smacks, hearty handshdkes,
ever}' heart is overflowing with
the ‘real Christmas spirit.

But the best is yet to come.
More fun awaits us in the evening.
Christmas Tree organised and of-
ten financed by Mr. Keuneman.
Mo child was forgotten, high or
low, -Christian or Buddhist, for
Christmas is the children's day.
Every child had equal chances of
carrying away any one of the gifts
with which the great tree was
loaded.

Towering to the roof, glittering
with candles. spangles and ballons
floating amidst the dolls, trains
and other toys, the thrill in the
luck of the draw the Christmas
Tree was the fitting end to the
happiest day of the year.

—=D—
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A CHRISTMAS DREAM

-“ev.Their. Stocks

By Night..."

by Inna

THERE WAS AN AIR of festive
feeling. The long-awaited docu-
ment had come..They went home,
bosses, executives, staff apd all in
their new 8-5ri cars.

In the city, not too far from
the slums and shacks, there were
the night watchmen, (euphemis-
tically called security guards) keep-
ing thelr multinational stocks by
night.-And all at once a multitude
of messengers and representatives
looked ‘down ' benlgnly on them
fike “undertaksrs and then an-
neunced: “"Why be ofrald, go o the
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Ragadyan art centre and there 'you'll
find a “brand new ILO Constitution
on labour, wrapped In Randos silver-
paper: and rolled into a eylindrical
casket of exquizite workmanship and
filgree work. Listen. You may not
like it, but it i5 really good for you
and all of us. Here's a sign: It is
full of negatives: no strikes, no
workers' compensation, - no  respite
to safeguard the continuity and the
dignity of perpetual non-stop labour,
not even health facllities.  Talking
of baby clothes and other textiles,
go and tell thiz news in all the coun-
tryside—some of the new textile

machines produce clothes for trade-

surposes, fluff for the air and by-
sinnosis (e lung disease) for the
worker's fungs.” -

And then, in 2 blaze of mercury
lamps, they announced: “Glory to

Bord and Dockefella, and peace to

people who keep awake like you,
kesping the night watcn.”

And they answered back:
"Peace, what peace, pedce is the
fruit of juttice. That's what you
have forgotten......... "

AND THEY FEARED that so
much answearing back from menials
could be possible in a democratic
country, and so the tweed-decked,
batik-tie locals vanished out of sight
in their swift 1978 cars leaving
the security guards speechless with
amazement at their Jack of polite-
ness. The light went out of their
eYeS . e 22 : -

Now, they said to one anothe-r:
“Let's go and see this strange
phenomenon, and learn for our-
selves what has taken place, and
they hurrled away In the early
hours of dawn after their duty
was done, and they found it exactly
as it had been told. There was
the coldly impersenal Scroll in lts

wrapping, and alongside it were

the key tex of the document. Now,
the light went out of their life.
This was really bad news.
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Fargotten People

And the bad news went from
mouth to ear and fear came upon
all, except the workers, ~ who
suddenly realised that true power
was gradually coming on to their
side, to the side of the down-and-
out and the bereft, the oppressed
and the heavily-laden. The sodium
and mercury lamps may go out,
but the true inner light dawned
on them, that peace-loving people
must work for peace through justice
and that people righteous people,
meant real power. _

They thanked God' for their
sudden awareness, and they felt
as if it were Christmas, like the
ones they peacefully celebrated
long ago, when they kept awake

once a year, though now they were

awake all night so that their child-
ren could be in rags and others
in tweeds an batiks.

And they slept. all during

Christmas morning, and some

dreamt nearly the same theme;

The Land ~Acquisition Act
{Chapter 460) as ameondaed by
Act No. 28 of 1964,

- Notice under Sectlon 7.

Reference No. 2/11/2/74

It is intended to acquire the
land described in the Schedule
below for a public purpese. For
further particulars sse the Gazette
of the Democratic Socialist Repub-
lic of Sri Lanka No. I5 (Part iii) of
15/12/1978.

Schadule,
Situation:
Situated at Munwatte village
at Walapane Divisional Reve-

nue Officer’s Division of Nuwara
Eliya District. -
Name of Land: Kehelgolla.
Plan & Lot No.:
Lot No. | in P.P. NU. 563,
L. Premaratne
District Land Officer,
Nuwara Eliya District,
The Kachcherl, ;
Nuwara Eliya.
28th November, 1978,

e
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Tito And. Non-Alignment

a Lillte Boy came up and sma-
shed the cylinder with its scroll
of evil machinations
workers. And they woke up,
joyful. -

—~X— —X—
YUGOSLAY NATIONL DAY
November 29th

TITO

—founder of policy of
non-alignment—

by Djorde Milosevic

THE POLICY of nop-alignment
grew up in the years after the
second world war, when mankind
was passing through many trials
and dangers, when the polarisation
of the interpational community into
bloes™ was beginning to represent
a permapent characteristic  of
international felations. The policy
of non-alig_umen!: grew up, his-
torically ipevitable, as a form of
the organised struggle for peace,
security, dicolonisations indepen-
dence, equality and free political
and economic development.

The birth, development and con-
solidation of the policy of non-
alignment are, as s generally
considered in the world, the most
closely linked to the personality
of President Tito and his activity
on the international scepe, not
only as a witpess, but rather as
an extremely active participant in
the most important postwar events.
With his statesmanlike wisdom, his
capacity for finding solutions ar
critical moments, his constant ef-
forts aimad at the realisation of
clear goals with concrete activity
and the linking of urgent and long-
term tasks, President Tito has
given an invaluable contribltion
to the consolldation of the non-
aligned movement both as a doc-
¢sfne and In practice, It is In the

against

__x-—. =

nen-alignad movement and policy
that Yugoeslavia sees the expression
of the asplration for the creation
of & better and more just world.
a world without wars and aggres-
sors, for Yugoslavia® herself suf-
fered inuch in both world wars,
a world without doniipation and
pressure, pressure to which Yugo-
slavia has herself been submitted.

The aims and tasks of the policy
of non-alignment have always
contained the basic aspirations of
modern man: peace and security
for all, equal international rela-
tions -and their democratisation,
freedom and -independence for all
countries and peoples. The non-
aligned countries today more than
ever before cemprehend that it is
necessary to make great efforts
to copsolidate their pational and
economic independence:

IN HIS SPEECH of address to the
ministerial confersnce of the non-
aligned this summer in Belgrade,
President Tito stressed that for
many years there has been talk
that stabllity In the world can only
be founded on the balance’of power
and fear, on bloc agreements.
However, warned the Yugoslav Pre-
sident, we have alsg—been witpess
to the constant instability which
this state of affairs has led. Presi-
dent Tito considers that this very
state has led the non-aligned coun-
“tries to seek apd copstruct a pew
logic for the approach to reality
in the world today and this logic
is to be found in the policy of
non-aligiment.  This policy con-
tains such moral and political foree
that it has been able to introduce
positive elements of stability into
the troubled world, This is why
the policy of nen-alignment has
become the real and indeed the
only possible alternpative to the
existing system of menopoly and
dependence, ~ This is why the
policy of non-alignment Is galning
more and more renown In the
world and its foree, vitality and
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influeace are being upderlined as
the maln element of world event.

President Tito has never looked
upen non-ilignment as an idea
devoid of activity, He has always
pointed to the necessity for acti-

vity almed at peace, more just

political and economic relations.
For him the path to the strength-
ening of unity Is at the same time
the path of concrete co-operation
and solidarity on the part of the
non-aligned, the conflrmation ‘of
their basic links and the perma-
nent adjustment of national in-
terests. At the same time Presl
dent Tito constantly points ta the
fact that talks—and not the use
of force or threat of force—are
the only real way to solve con-
flits and conselidate understand-
ing and co-operation amongst coun-
tries and peoples.. Prasident Tito
also emphasises that it is difficuls
to construct peace but easy to
destroy it, that co-existence and

co-operation elther have to be -

general or in the final analysis may
be brought into question and it i
therefore essential that all coun-
tries make the neeessary efforts
to consolidate peace and enprich
international
the basis of equal rights.

THE BASIC.  PRINCIPLES OF
Yugoslav foreign policy and the
elements of the renowned role
of President Tite on the inter-
national scene, have been and re-
main—Independence for zll, equality
of all, territorial integrity, non-
interference, the right of each
country to decide on its own fate
and interpal system. These are
at the same time the basic prin-
ciples of the non-alignment policy
which Yugoslavia has been con-
sistently conducting since the very
beginning and in the creation
of which President Tito has had
such a malor role. In the whole
of the non-allgned werld, and
further afleld, - President Tite [s
considered. as ~one of the perso
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nalities ' of modern history who,
supporting the concept of the
policy of nop-alignment, have had
decisive influence in bringing the
world back from the brink of
disaster, one of the persopalities
whose name will “live as long as
all the values of civilisation are
respected’ as one foreign states-
man once said.

During the ministerial meeting
of the non-aligned in Belzrade
this summer powerful support was
given to the assessements that
the battle against old and new
evils of our world must dlso be
the battle for the achievement of
a differsnt vizion of the world,
which would not be founded op
bloc division even if it were pos-
sible to zchieve the so-called balance
of bloc forces and interests. Yugos-
lavia believes that this is relevent
for the character and content of
the detente, to which Yugoslavia
attaches great importance.

- The process of the relaxation
of tensions—as Yugoslavia consi-
ders—has come to 2 serious halt,
especially where relations between
the major powers are concerned,
and is burdened by some new cold=
war elements. It is therefore es-
sential to emphasize its positive
factors once again and set them
into mation, for without the de-
tante there can be no real hope
for the removal of the main crisis
points in the world. Yugoslay poli-
tical circles are of the opinion that
the detante, however important
the relation;s between ths big po-
wers many be, should not be chan-
nelled only to agreement between
the bloes and their mutual co-
existence. The detante must be
made universal, it must include
all regions and all aspects of inter-
national life. Yugoslavia is of the
opinion that the detante must
not be reduced to the conser-
vation of existing state of depen-
dence and the status quo, but
must be the medium for trends
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" social

towards peace, independence and
progress, with the active
and  equal participation and res-
ponsibility of all members of the
world community. The United
Nations can contribute a great
deal to channelling the detente
in this direction.

President Tito once said that
Yugoslavia is pot a pendulum
swinging first one way and then
the other and that this has been
provided in the whole of the post-
war period. "We de not hesitate,
‘we take ope path.”” This is the
conflict in a peaceful way, the
readiness for an equal dialogue
with all, regardless of size, eco-
nomic power, internal systam or
foreign policy. = These principles
of Yugoslav foriegn policy, which
contain all the essential elements
of the policy of nop-alignment,
asd the copsistent struggle for
peace, equal interpational co-op-
eration and more just political
and economic relations in the world,
haye gone to creating the great
prestige and renown which -Yugo-
slayia and President Tito enjoy in
the world.

—Tanjug

—0— —0— —-0O-—

THE WORLD TODAY
CHINA

~—press reports—

REASSESSMENT OF MAO
WITH PARTY APFROVAL

Tokyo, Nov. 26,

The Chinese Viece-Premier Mr.
Teng Hisao-ping said today that
the current mass campaign in
Peking to reasses the late Chair-
man Mao was being carried out
with official party approval, the
Japanese news agency Kyodo repor-
ted from Peking. . Kyode said Mr.
Teng, also Party Vice-Chairman,
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China; Press Reports
made the statement in a 90-miput®
meeting with a mission from the
anti-Communist Opposition Democ™
ratic Socialist Party of Japan. Mr.
Teng was quoted as stressing it
was unfair to put all the blame
on the late Chairman for Tien
An-men square incident on April

7, 1976 because of his poor health =
at that time. Mr. Teng sald the

Chinese Communist Party was
considering shortly modifying the
controversial decision made by
its Politburo on the same day. The
Politburo decision promoted
Hua Kio-feng to first Vice-Chalr-
man of the Party and concurrently
Deputy Premier and purged the
then Vice-Premier Teng. Later,
Mr. Hua assumed the posts of
Chairman and Premier. Mr. Teng’
indicated the revision would be
made because Mr. Mao was ill
when the key decision was made
under the initiative of the Gang
of Four including Chiang Ching,
Mao’s wife. —Reuter
—0— —0— —0—

MORE POSTERS AS CHINESE
DISCUSS DEMOCRACY

Peking, Nov. 26,

A string of sensational wall
posters attacking Chairman Mao
Tse-tung and praising Taiwan and
the United States have opened

‘the way to freedom of speech,.

dramatised by an open discussion
between foreigners and crowds of
cheering people here yesterday.
Taking the cue from the liberal
thoughts expressed on Peking
walls over the past week, poster
readers mobbed foreigners and tal-
ked freely about their country’s
problems. When the crowd heard
that some of the foreigners were
correspondents, a cry went up
“Make way for the journalisst.’’:
They were zallowed a closer look
at the posters. A dazed diplomat
said “Never have | been mobbed
like this, It was unimaginable
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China; Press Reports

that one would one day be sur-
rounded by crowds in Peking dis-
cussing the merits of democracy
and: law. . The fact that the posters
have not been removed indicates
to them that they have the free-
dom this weekend that they did
not have two week-ends ago,’
he said.. The posters began
appearing  last weekend shortly
after the declaration that the
riots in Peking’s Tien An Men
Square two years ago were reyo-
lutionary—the communpist world hig-
hest accolade—and not counter rayo'u
tionary as they had bgen labelled
at the time. The most dramatic
poster was put up oyernight by
eight young men from a province
in South China on a fence in the
square and facing the mausoleum
containing Mao's body. Signing
themselves ‘the democratic forum’,
they wrote on 62 panels in large
and beautifully executed characters
desizned to catch the eye that
superstition and ‘its' modern equi-
valents—a clear reference to Mao—
were at the origin of human misery,
for their great sin was that people
were kept in the dark. The tech-
niques of modern propagandists
were ‘even more fearful than
those of feudal society,” the poster
said. And it went on to extol
the virtues of Prometheus, the God
of Light, for stealing fire from
heaven and bringing it down to
the world to eplighten man.
“America is a capitalist country
and is the most developed in the
world”, the poster said. The United
States was opnly 200 years old but
it developed because it had no
idols or superstition. The wisdom
of the Communist Party had been
stunted by superstition and China
had built two great walls in its
history, the poster said. "Onpe
wall was to keep out foreign in-
vaders. The other was a spiritual

~ wall built by China Shih-Huang i

and is derived from his name—bet-
ween 221 apnd 210 BC. He was

21

often praised by Mao for creatmg
the Chinese nation.

The poster also said, “The new
thinking, the great democratic and
human rights to which we aspire,
which we seek, have today raised
their heads in the great land of
China.”" . It concluded: "The cul-
tura revolution must be re-asses-
sed. Mao divided 70-30 (that he
was 70 percent good and 30 percent,
bad) the same lavel the late Chair-
man put op the cultural revolu-

Minister) to be his successor in
1969. - He -could not distinguish
between contradictions among
the people and between the enemy
and ourselves. That is why there
were 50 many upjust cases during
the cultural revolution”. “We
say Premier Chou was the people’s
good Premier and the people
loved him very mush.. . Why could
not you (Mao) get this (love) from
the peoplel..Why did the bad peo-
ple persecute so many’ good peo-

tion." Another highly popular
poster declared that Man bgcams
“muddled in his old age. For ex-
ample he appointed the political
swindler Piao (the late Defence

ple and label the Tien An Men
incident  counter-revolutionaryl. .
Why can't the national economy
catch uUp with the one in Taiwan
controlled by the Chla_;{g- Kai-shek

LETTER !

Sir,

INDEPENDENCE DAY AND THE CYCLONE

During the pre-cyclone days arrangements were in the blue print
stage for a pageant and massive Independent Day Celebrations in
Kandy on the fourth day of next February. Then came the most
devastating cyclone ever to hit Sri Lanka in recorded history, in a
short period of ten to twelve hours, This set the clock back ten to
twelve years. A gigantic programme of recopstruction must come after
the equally gigantic first-aid cum food rations work is over. Friendly
nations roupnd. the world are rushing to our aid and have volup-
teered to help us to rehabilitate the stricken land.

In the midst of these humanpitarian activities arrangements are
still under way to stage the Independence Day Celebrations in Kandy.
Perhaps the President and Prime Minister are even pot aware of these
preparations. Do people celebrate birthdays in fuperal houses? Cap
anything be more tragic than a nation that learns pothing and
forgets nothing.

Kandy toe had its quota of deaths and destruction on that fateful
night, But Kandy’s hightups cannot resist the occasion for a tamasha.
If any Government decides to appoint a Minister for Tamashas &
Carpivals. you can bet your last rupee that he will be from
Kandy. Kapdy has its other problems—see BETWEEN THE LINES
by Serendib in the Tribune of 20.10.78—crying for redress. When the
very people who have created these problems are in the vanguard
of any celebrations, the long suffering people swing fromside to -side

from Genera Election to Geperal Election as has been well
demonstated during ‘the last decade.

_ _Citizen
Sarasavi Uyana,
Peradeniya.
78
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*cliquel. .Now we drs speaking out
~what s really on our minds..
..How can a handful of bad pso-
“ ple run amok for [0 yearst..How
we hoped Chalrman Fao could mo-
destly listen to different oplnion.
it Is a pity he cannot do so now.”
~Apother new poster questions
_for the first time the appointment
of Mr. Hua as first vice-Chairman
of the party and Premier after the
_riots. It was not seen as an attack
on Mr, Hua, who became party
chairman: after Mao died. although
it _implies that Mr. Teng Hsiae-
ping would have become Premier
but for the extremist members
of the leadership in 1976. The
. party's politburo passed two ref
solutions upanimously on April 7,
1976. The first promoted Mr.
Hua from acting Premier to full
Premier and the second labelled
the riots counter-revolutionary
and dismissed Mr. Teng. “These
two resolutions aré not products
of Marxism, but the wilful products
of feudal, fascist dictatorship,” the
poster ‘gald. “They went against
_democracy and the legal system.
They raped the pezople's will.”

—Reuter
—e O —0O—
CHINA GIVING UP MAO
- LINE ON INDUSTRY

Conton, Nov, 28, =

A - major reorganization  of

" China's industrial "structure s
under way to integrate plants
and streamline production on a
broad basis. -Discussions now going
‘on in the country and some direc-
tives already -issued indicate that
China is moving away from the
-Maoist concept of self-reliance
-on the part-of individual factories
to-a more rational and efficient
=+ methed of Industrial distribution
- ~and produgtion: Under the Macist
theory of self-rellance,” a tractor
“faetory, for example, would mapu-
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~ directives wera

“duced all over the country.

- individuat

“factUre as many individual® parts

a8 possible itself apd then assem-
ble the complate machine. Offcials
sald the idea now was to designate
certain factories to produce a smal-
ler range of parts, which would
then be put together at a properly
equipped assembly plant to moder-
nise and streamline production.
They said co-ordinating compan-

= jes had been set up in Peking and

Nanking earlier this year, while
diseussions: on Iimplementing the
under way in
Canton. The overall concept was
to form “large-scale and even inter-
trade companies” to trapsform the
industrial structure of the country.
The self-reliarice concept made
for some ipefficiency, with a wide
variety of different models of the
same type of machine being pro-
Stan-
dardisation was difficult to achieve
and plants were even produting
tool-making machines.
The new concept, however, means
that a major effort will be need-
ed to improve management
techniques and ensute adequate
supplies of raw materials and trans-
portation  facilities—not among
China's strong points at the mo-
ment, —Reuter
=0==0==0=

CHINA INVITES FOREIGN
PRIVATE INVESTMENT

Tokyo, Dec. 2,

China, as part of its modernisa-
tion programme, Is inviting foreign
private capital investment in a
series of production -flelds. Two
of Japan's leading industrial houses,
Mitsubishi and Nichimen have re-
celved joint venture offers from

China for production of a wide

range of goods from textile to
heavy machlnery, an Informed
business source said on Friday.
This is in total reversal of China's

'p_:ilic'y so far of pot letting forelgn
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$6UTces said,

Chings Press Reports

capital acquire interest in its eco-
nomy or borrowing mopey from
abroad. China has proposed to
do both—asking for ald and offering
jeint ventura participation to
foreign investors. The Japanese
sources say that the China Natiopal
Textile Import and Export Cor-
poration, a State enterprise and Its
Shanghai branch have approached
firms in Japan, Frapce and West
Germany with such offers. They
offer up to 40 per cent equity hold-
ing for the foreign capital, some-
thing many a developing country
would not have done. The Chi-
nese want the foreign investors
to bring in latest technology,
funds and production plants. Chi-
nese share in the venture will be
local labour, land and finance
for local purchases. It isunderstood
the Japanese have received the
offer favourably, A Chinese eco-
nomic mission headed by the
State Economic Commission Vice-
Minister Mr. Yuan Pao-hua s
currently visiting Japan discussing
joint venture proposals. If- they
materialise, the joint ventures will
mean Chipese grant of private
ownership of means of production
for the first time since the People's
Republic was proclaimed in 1949
Meanwhile, a Japanese Government
sourge said here that exports of
india and other developing coun-
tries to Japan would suffer, if it
granted preferential . tariff treat-
ment to Chinese goods. China
has formally asked for this treat-
ment, which is at present enjoyed
by about deyeloping nations enab-
ling their products to compete
with those of developed countries.
The source said most products
of the developing countries would
be driven out of the Japanese
market if China recelved the
same preferential treatment. lapan
might accord China preferential
treatment under the offlcial “gene-
ralised system of prefersnce”,
- =PTI,
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_want to preserve
standard of living on Taiwan, Mr.

Cnina: Press Re_pom

TAIWAN'S UNITY WITH

CHINA: PEKING'S OFFER
New York, Dec. 4,

if Taiwan were united with main-
land China, Peking would allow
US ecopnomic interests to remain
op the island and take its differing
system of Governmept into ac
count. Chinese Senior Vice-Pre-
mier Teng Hsiao-plng said in an
Interview published  yesterday.
in a settlement uniting the island
with the malnland, China would
the higher

Teng was quoted as saying In an
interview published by the New
York Times. Mr. Teng said Peking
recognised that the political system
of China and Taiwan were pot
similar and that China wanted to
reach a settlement that would
take the differences into account.
He said China would try to discuss

the return of Chinese nationalists-

after full diplomatic relations were
established with the United States.
But, he sald: “Upder no condition
will China enter into any pledge
to refrain from the use of force.”
Mr. Teng said China did not want
to drop its threa conditions for
normalising relations with the Uni-
ted States—withdrawal of US
military forces from Talwan, can-
cellation of Amerlcan treaties with
the island and the severance
of US diplomatic ties with the

nationalists. —Reuter.
= st X
PURGES CONTINUE, NEW

TENSIONS IN CHINESE C.P.
Hong Kong, Nov. 29,

The purge in the Chinese Com-
munist Party continues, unabated,
Those who have been driven out
were indeed leading lights of the
seyltural revolution” or connected
with the “gang of four’. But ameng

the axed are also some who for.

gome reason or other are upwel-
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come to ths present Chiness
leadership. Last-month, the First
Secretary - of Peking <ity com-
mittes, a member of the Polit-
bureau and Chalrman of Revelu-

tlonary Committes of Peking, Wu

Teh, was sacked, Similarly CC
member and the First Secretary
of Liaonin province, Tseng Shao
Shang, as well as CC member-
and First Secretary of the Auto-
nomous Region of laner Mongolia,
Yu Tai Chung, have been removed.
The process of removal of import-
ant functionaries of the CPC is going
on in Honan, Kwangtung. Shensi
and several other proviaces. In
the courss of two years, theleaders
of almost all the departments of
the CPC central committee, more
than two-thirds of the first secre-
taries of the party committees
and chairmen of the revolutionary
committees at the provincial level
have been dismissed from thzir
posts. As a result of “'streamiining’’
of the PRC state council, only eight
out of 29 ministers and chairmen
of the state committees, who were
appointed three years ago have
remained in their posts. There
has been a reshuffle of personnel
at the main political board of the
army and in a pumber of depart-
ments of the general staff. Five
out of eleven commanders of
major military districts apd twelve
commznders of military districts
of the provinces have been re-
placed. The scale of the purge
is not the only evidence of ingta-
bility in the Peking top crust.
It is also seen from the process of
“rehabilitation” of a part of old
cadres, against whom repressive
actions were taken in the course
of the “cultural revolution’, and
who pow make the backbope of
the considerably strengthened Teng
Hsiao Ping group. At - present
they hold most of thessnlor posts
at the minlstries and departmants

of the PRC state 'cougci!.

The latest “instruetional'-
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articles in-the Chinese press set
guldalines for continuing and deep-
enlng the purga. Thus, declaring
that only through continuing the

“great struggle'’ against the sup-

porters of Lin Plac and the “four™,
it is possible to establish. order, in
the party, army and state, fenmin
Jihpao writes that ‘'big political
affairs” have not yet been un-
covered. Army newspaper Chiuh-
fang-chium Pgo stresgses that such
a blg purge cannot be made over-
night, thus making It clear that
the process may last for years. A
number of foreign ohservers think
that the campaign of settling old
scores may soon involve other
mambers of the politbureau of the
CPC central committee, In this
connection are mentioned the
namss in particular of commander
of the Peking military district
and vice-premier of the PRC state
couneil Chen Hsi Liang as well as
commander of the Shenyang mill-
tary district, Li Te Sheng, known
for thelr ‘'radical past.” ~Qbser-
vers cannot help asking in this
connection the question whether
the figures, who are In danger
now, will walt or laynch a coun-
terattack. As the Chinese press
admits, the '‘streamlining’’ already
now  encounters considerablfe
resistance from people, who took
leading posts as 2 result of the
‘‘cultural revolution'. The army
incidentally was always the object
of contest among the ruling eche-
lons of Peking. As is known, the
purge was started in the peoples
liberation army of China Imme-
dlately after the removal of the
notorlous “group of four' headed
by Mao Tse-tung's widow Chiang
Ching. A number of commanders
of districts, political commissars
and other military leaders were
removed during the purge. Diffe-
rences, - however,” developed: of
late in the Peking leadership as to

the secope, and paca of the purge-

This was manifested with parel.
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cular glamy e conferanca on
polltlc.al work in the people's liber-
ation army of Chine, held in May-
June this year. . Top. leaders of
Pekisig took part in the conferesce.
Chairman of the- CPC  central
committee Hua Kuo-fejg in  his
speech called for unity and cohesion
in-the leadership on the basis of

Mao Tse-tung's “ideas” and he
actually. called for limiting the
purge- But deputy chairman of

the CPC central committee Teng
Hsiao-ping insisted on the need of
spreading ths - “purge' apd said
that criticism of the ‘“group of
four" cannot be conducted with-
out criticising the “line of Lip
Piao'’, ‘the former minister of de-
fence and Mao Tse-tung's “succes-
sor'.[ . Following "~ the army. poli-
tical ‘bodies, the “movement’' has
since  swept the paval forces of

China.  The newspaper, [enmin
“Johpdo, declares that its aim s
to “purge the navy from the lurk-

ing supporters of Lin Piao and the
‘gang of four,' The “streamlining"’
of the navy, as Chinese newspapers
report, is done upder the direct
supervision of member of the
* politbureau of CPC central com-
mittee and first political commis-
sar of the nayy, Su Chen Hua, who
“personally checked” more than
40 naval military units. More than
700 “‘working groups’, including
6,000 specially trained “‘activists”
have been sent to the headquarters,
ships and coastal upits.

In order to imagine the great
scale of the current purge it is
sufficient to recall that over the
period under review, the officers’
corps, up to the regimental level,
was renewed by at least a half,
and a considerable part of poli-
tical bodies—by two-thirds—

“removing those who were pro-.

“moted during the “cultural re-

volution.”

“leading fgures. who' were in dis-
grace during the years of _the
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‘technology),

1t must be noted that
neither the rehabilitation of the

“eultural . revolution”? nor
critizism of . the
has led to the restoration of the
Commuinist Party of Chipna as a
Marxist-Leninist Party. Personal
struggles are under way for power
within the top crust among poli-
ticians, who borrowed from Maoism

sthe .

its most n'egative‘ featupre, “apti-
Sovigtism. =
So far .the more experisnced

Teng Hsiac-ping who went thro-
ugh two purges and knows how’
this experience can be applied
to others, is taking the upper
hand in" this struggle. It would.
be of course an over-simplification
to believe that there is no diffe-
rence between Teng and Hua Kuo
Feng and vice versa. Judging by
the speeches of the Chinese lea”
ders themselves, there are dif
ferences between them —on the
socalled program of “four moder-
nisations’’ (in the field of industry,
agriculture, defence, science and
on the development
of relations with the USA and
other countries as well as on other
issues. |t cannot be ruled out that
the acceptuation of personal
differences will be accompapied
also: with a sharpening of “busi-
ness disputes’”.  Time will show.
There is no doubt” that the Chi-
nese leadership is experiencing con-
siderable difficulties in the imple-
mentation of the slogan about the

“establishment of general order
in the country” and ensuripg
“stability and cohesion. —IPA.
CHINA REVISITED—2

Then And Now
—preliminery  observations——

by Nikil Chakravarty

Editor, Mainstream, New Dethi
THE NET IMPRESSION that |
could bring back from a visit to a
Commune is the yariety of .zcti-
vities that go on under it. Com-
pared to the advanced agricultura]
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“gang of- four’ -

Chind_ Revisited—2

c'f.wop.-ef_atives-' w_'-_hich A h_a& 5 s.eén in
introduced

1956 the Communss,
twenty yeats ago) dre essentially
agro-industrial centres, i Which
agriculture dominates upder the
preponderatizg influences of the

peasantry. lndustry takes the
second place iy the Commune's
order of priorities, What we in

our country would by small-scale
industry, could be seen ip the fun-
letioning of a Chinese Commupe.
The. industrial component in it s
ancillary to agriculture. Even the
best of the&n produce some small-
scale  agricultural  implements;
the Communsas as they function
today, can hardly go in for mecaa-
nisation of agriculture of the level

that we have achieved in our coun- °

try in the Green Reyolution areas.
On egnquiry, | could get no clear
answer about the costing of the

products of the industriai_ units
connected with the Commupe.
While there is occasiopal inspec-

tion from the State authorities,
there is no systam of standardisa-
tion and quality control.
the sons and daughters of peasant
families are trained leocally or
regionally for these small industrial
units, but they retain the culture
of the peasant ecopomy. They
are very far from the industrial
estates we have in our country,
not to speak of the more advanced
ones in Japan.

The tramsition from co-opera-
tives to Communes was pot ac-
companied by any organpisation of
fiscal “transfers and no assessment
of the market was made in the
high fever of the Great Leap. The
remnants of this could be seen
even today in the. absence of any
uniform pattern of accounting. In
some cases, thé accounting unit is
the._production team, in the others
the brigade, while in still others,
the Commune itself.

But condjtrons have .
for the peasant under the Com-
mune from the days of the agri-
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-Ching Re-Visited=—2
cultural co-operatives: his partis
cipation In the affales of the village
has Increased—in fact, the face of
the village Itself has. basn trans-
formed, The initlel idea of com-
munal living propagated in the
heady days of the Great Leap (1953)
never really materialised and what
| could see is that the peasant in
the Commune has his own home
where he lives and eats with his
famlly; the Commune kitchen, as
| could fiad out, s used by those
who happen to work away from
home and pay for their ma2al—as
many of the woarkars and employees
In our country do in the canteens.
An index of the peasant’s improved
llving condition was provided by
the vyillage store, where [ could
find not only the bare nacessities,
but even pastries aqd chocolates
are sold=which would have been
unthinkable twenty two years azo.
The drab uaisex clothes of the fif-
ties have given place to more var-
iety and colour though there Is

not even the remotest sign of
afflusnce.  In 1951, Mao gave the
call that Ia agriculture, “Learn

from Tazhai'’. Today, Tashai which
by slow train Is one night's journey
from Peking, is the show plece of
Chinese agricultura.  Situatad in
the arid unland areas of Shansi
Province, Tazhal represents esssn-
tiallv, the spirit of Naw Frontier
In China: opening up inaccessible
cornars and turning into agricul-
tural land what was once regarded
as virtually a doomad area from
the point of view of agricultural
production. The plonesring spirit
shown by the local party unit has
been widely boosted and the for-
mar party Secretary of the local
unit, Chien Yune-kuei is today a
mamber of the Politbureau, while
the presant Party Secretary In
Tashai, a lady, Is an up-and-coming
leadar In the Chinese Communist
hierarchy. .

ALTHOUGH MAD - personally
never visited m_ountainous Tachaf_,
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his wife, Chiang Ching did, and
this is referred to nowadays with.
contempt both at Tachai and In
the exhlbitlon set up about it In
Peking—a spot where she as the
leader of the Gang of Four was
supposed to have trled to mislead
the faithful is today shown as the
sitea where a plg-sty has bsen set
up. Thers are maiy moving re-
ferences to Chou Ep-lai's visit to
Tazhal to encourase the pioneers,
up-turning the virgin soll—from
inhospitable brown to pleasant
gresn.  Although Tazhal is still
held up as a modal=many a starry-
eyed China-watcher halled It as
the pace-setter for Asia's agrarlan
problem—a close look at the ex-
perimant canmot but lead to the
impression that without In any
way underestimating the Initia-
tive and the grip of the elghty-
three families that constituted its
production brigade, the contribu=
tion of the People’'s Libsration
Army to its azhiayvemant cannot
be overlooked. Tha offizial posi-
tion is to publicise Tachai as a
‘heroic examale of salf-reliance; but
this selfereliance could not hava
been possible, without the PLA
bulldozars levelling the land and
other governmant agencies helping
in the laying out of the Interesting
irrigation systam.  While Mao's
behest of making an example of
Tazhai is kept up, the present
leadership In China has to face the
grim imperative of raising the pro-
dustivity of asriculture. Althoush
China has ashieved perhaps the
highest productivity per acre, its

record of productlvity in terms of

man-power  spent is low—lower
than In many parts of India or
Bangladesh.

THE UNEVENNESS of Chinese
agricultural growth is to be seen
in the fart that while remarkable
efforts are baing mada towards
water conservancv, China i3 not
only short of fertiliser production,
but the fertiliser it produces is

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

_the
being engaged in mecahnisation of

of uneven mix: with high percen-
taje of nitrogen ‘which can burn
up the productivity of the soil.
This leads oae to the peed of getting
fertilisar resistant sseds along with
high-yielding  varisties—which, in
turn, underlines the urgency of
improved standards of agricultural
research, a field in which India
can certalnly claim to have advanced
further than China. In the field of
irrigation, many new projects are
belng undertaken Iacluding the
caaal link-up between Huang Ho
and Yajstze. Trastor farming Is
planned ©n 4 crash programme
and In Peking one could hear of
American firm, John Deer,

State farms in north-east China.

All this goes counter to the
small-world concept of self-
reliance with which the Com-
munes startad. Since the Peking
authorities know that with po-
pulation totalling a b'llien
very soon, the problem of
mora mouths to fead cannot
be tackled by miore campa'gn

for fam'ly plapning—2 cams-
paign  which  Chou . En-lal
initiated in his report beforae:

the Eighth Pa-ty Congress in
1956, the first Communist Gove
ernment to do it—there is a
bid to push up food production
which has been stagnating for
some years at 280 to 285 mil~

- lion tons. The new target of 400

million tons demands higher pro=
ductivity on the part of the peasant.
So, the focus now is on to an in-
vestigation report on the stagna-
tion of agriculture for four cop-
secutive years in Hslasghsiang coun-
try in Hupan Province. The Party
Central Committee issued a cireular
in June to all units underlining the
importance of the Hsianghsiang
Report, If Tachai highlighted the
spartan ' fortitude of the peasant
in the Commune, Hsianghsiang Res
port shows that evervthing has
not been lovely in the Commupe:
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girden. Peking Reyiew of July 28,
quoting the official People’s Daily
wrote: “Some units commahdered
production teamg’ lzbour force;
funds and materials. without com-
pensation; In some communes and
brigades, the pumber of people
divoreed from production was great-
ly increased, while maipower
and expenditures used for purposes
other than production were also
, on the Increase; there was extra-
vagance and waste in some units,
and communes, brigades or teams,
where a number of cadres were
engaged in graftand embezzlement,
appropriating the peasants’ fruits
of labour; and quite a few depart-
ments asked production teams to
pay for development of culture,
education, public health and trans-
port and communication in the
local areas. The result was that
the peasants’ private income dwind-
led.”

THE ACCENT pow is on more
incentives for the peasant and less
burdens on him, as impetus for
more production. The follow-up
measures on the Hsianghsiang Re-
port have been sigaificant. Apart

from punishment for those guilty-

of graft, embezzlement and specula-
tion—practices which had so long
Been kspt away from public view
to glorify the Commune system—
the party mandate pow lavs down!
“Deavelop  collective  production
énergetically while making every
éffort to lessen the undue bur-
dens on the pesants. Run com-

munes with diligence and thrift-

and in a democratic way; improve
management and raise the peasants’
private Income on the basis of
increased production. Adhere to
the orinciple, “from each according
to his ability, to each according to
his work® and oppose equalitaria-
nism, See to it that he who does
more work gets more pay." At the
same time, steps are being taken
to reduce nrices of farm machi-
nery, fertilizers and . pesticides.
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Tachal 1o 'Hsianghs‘hng" is a
long  way: understandably, “many
Chinese friends would not like to
concede to a foreigner this sharp
turn in the outlook of the authori-
ties towards peasantry In the in-
terest of raising agricultural pro-
ductivity.  Hsianghsiang Is going
to be the model of 1978. Produc-
tivity  claims prio:-fty “today or
revolutionary polemics.

Wherever |. went in China—from
the Commune to the kindergarten—I
heard the ritual explanation that all
the ills, all the shortcomings were
due to the mischisf wrought by tne
Gang of Four. But if you pin them
down, they would not identify as to
who among them were with the 5o~
called Gang of Four nor would they
admit that they themselyss were
afflicted with the malaise that put
uftra-revolutionism  before  produc-
tive endeavour,

Although no Chinese friend would
conceds jt—though some of them
were victims of the purge under Mao—
the Inescapable impreszicn | gathered
was that the disruption of the eco-
nomy sterted really with the Great
Leap of 1958, and the genesis of the
Gang of Four could be tracad back
to the Cultural Revalution, with the
rash of Red Guards coming up with
Communist Party Central Committee's
Mi1s-insbired  Sixtesn-point  man-
date of August 1966 which specifi-
eally enjained: “Don’t be afraid of
Disorder”’, and about the same tima,
cams  M's own pister © slogan,
““Bombard_the Headquarters’’, mean-
ing the Party establishment.  Out
of th's twalve.year long ultra-re-
volutionary disorder, China today Is
trying to return to the path of realizm.

During my stay in Peking, |
noticed careful China-watchers lay-
ing stress on Chairman Hua’s address
delivered only a month '-atgo. in
July, at the National Finance and
Trade  Conference In which he
blamed the Gang of Four for having
“‘wrought havoc with our socialist

v
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Situation:

 China Re-Visited=2

gconomy’’, the charge was that
the Gang was “waying the b nner
of 'revolution' and brandishing big
sticks, forbade the people to learn
from the advanced experience of
other countries, and many of our
comrades are scarcely’ aware of
what has been gof_ng on abroad.
Hua pinpointed two shortcomings
in particular—poor  technelogy
and lack of managerial skills, and
added: “Low productlvity, poor
quality of products, high produe-
tion costs, low profits and slow
turnover of funds—these can be
found in most enterprises.”

Talking to friends on Peking
with a sense of perspective, | rea-
lised that the initial spurt of ip-

MNotice Under Section 7 of
the Land Acquisition Act
(Cap. 460) as amendad by the
Land  Acquisition (Amend-
ment) Act No. 28 of 1734,
Ref. No. @a/1/212
It is intended to acquire the land/
lands described in the Schedule
below. For further particulars
see the Gazette of the Democratic
Sacialist Republic of Sri Lanka.
No. 16 of '22/12/1978.
‘ Schedule

Kitulampitiya. Village, D.R.O's
Division of Bope—Poddala
in the District of Galle.
Name of Land:
Eladuwagewatte, Diganagewatte,
Kirihamigeliyadda  alias Arach-
chige Liyadda alias Katukurupdu-
gaha Liyadda, Kirihamigs Lijadda,
Katukurundygaha Addara Liyadda
Plan and Lat No.:
Lats I, 2, 3, 4.5, 6.7 & 8 ip
P. Plan No. Gaa 1324.

S. ). Pathirana
Acquiring Officer
I (Galle District.
The Kachcheri,
Galle.

07 December, 1978.
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dustrlallsatlon a:hleved in tha ﬁf-

~ tles with massive Soviet afd suf-
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fered a serlous setback with the
rapture with Moscow, and what
China did upder Mao was to over-
emphasise the importance of agri-
culture to the neglect of Industry.
Ideologically this was fascilitated by
Mao's long-standing blas for the
agrarian revolution, underplaying
the role of the working class.

The only exception . was De-
fence in which noteworthy advance
was made, particularly in the nuc-
lear fields, and China is the only
devdoPing country which has ex-
ploded the H bomb: this was done
in June 1957 though three years
before, in 1964, Mao had sald:
“The atomlc bomb Is a paper
tiger.”” If the production of steel
is to be taken as the measure of a
nation's economic growth, China
improved her steel production from
17.8' million- matric tons in 1970
to 23 million in 1976. This, how-
ever, includes inferior quality of
steel also which normally could
be absorbed in the manufacture
of elementary farm' implements.
| found foreign experts deducting
15 per cent out of the total steel
output on this count, while some
of them question the very basis
of Chinese official statistics.
(To be Continued)
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FOR THE RECORD

Attacks On
Workers' Rights

—Letter to the President—

EVER SINCE the UNP Government
took office under your leadership
in July 1977, attacks have been
taking place uoon the freedom of-
association of workers, on their
right to. strike; on the right to

march In peaceful procession, on

=t

7

thelr rfght to hold maetings in
thelr workpla.ces and upon varfous
other rights to which workers or
their trade unions have been en-
titled to under the law or by
established custom In this country.
Whilst such attacks have been
flagrant I both the public and
private sectors they have been
most frequent in the public sector
for which the Government b=ars
direct administrative responsibility.
Such attacks have included lock
outs, mass dismissals and transfers,
arbitrary interdictions, transfers of
or discrimination against trade
uniop officials and militants and
even physical attacks on those
engaged in protest activity like
picketing with placards on issues
affscting them. There has also
been wide spread victimisation of
and discrimination against workers
for political reasons.

On 3lst January this year, the
Minister of Labour tahled in Parlia-
ment the Infamous ““Wkhite Paper
on Employment Relations'”, which
was desiTned to suppress or res-
trict trade unlon Freedoms and

the right of workers to strike or

take other forms of trade union
action and to deprive them of

_their right to legal redress in cases

of unjust dismissals. The campaign
of protest conducted by the orga-
nisations represented in our lolnt
Trade Union Actlon Committee
arainst the White Paper, as well ag
the protest made by various other
organisations both in this country
and in other countries led to the
apparent abapndonment of your
Government’s intention to imple-
ment the draft law set out In the
White Paper In lts origiral form.

The subsequent actions of your
Government, particularly In rela-
tion te the Token General Strike
called for by our Committee on
28th Septemher this year, and
widely  publicized statements made
by you as well as by other Gov-

_ernment spokesmen, end by the
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Chalrman of the Employers Fada-
ratlon of Ceylon give us good
reasen to believe that your Gove -
ernment has not abandoned Iits.
intention to restrict and suppress
existing trade unlon freedom and
to take away or restrict the right
of workers or thelr unlons to strike
in accordance with their own judg-
ment of their interests as working
people 2sand when they deem fit.

On Bth November your Gov-
ernment rushad through Parlia-
ment 2 mnew bill entitled “The
Emoloyment of Trainees (Private -
Sector) Bill"" without any oppor:
tunity being glven to the public
even to know, let alone under-
ctand, Its real implidations, as it was.
not published in the newspapers
at all, and was presented to Parlia-
ment by the Minister of Labour -
only on 20th October. By this
new enastment which has been
given retrospective effect from
Ist May this year, private emplo-
yers have been legally entitled to.
employ persons on terms of re-
muneration that are much lower
than any existing Wwage levels
established as mipima by law or
under collective asreements, for
upto one year, by dasignating them
as ‘tralnees’.  This  reactionary
piece of lerislation expressly ex-
cludes emnlovees so  designatéd
and emploved from the protection
of the Trade Unions Ordinance
and other existing labour legisla-
tion in the country.

We relterate our declaration in
relation to the White Paper on
Employment Relitlons that we op-
posed and will oppose anv attacks
upon the existing rights of workers
in this country and any attempt
to restrict the trade upnlon rights
or to interfere with the right to
strike and the right of collecrive
bargaining in the private as well as*
in the public sector under anr
pretext whatsoever
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Wa accordingly call upon your
Goverament to - desist from Its
efforts to use Its parliamantary

majority .to sublect the working .
class to evea more ruthless ex--
already
been subjected to in the . public.

loll:ation than “has
and- private ssctors by sujpressing
or rastricting Its freedom of asso-

clation aqd collective action.. We

also call - upon your ‘Goverpment.

to desist from_ Its .grossly unde-
macratic practice of rughing bills
affecting the rights of the people
and the working class la parti-
cular, through Parliament withe
out a1y proper opportupity “being
afforded to_the public to know the
contents of such  legislation In
time to express its views in that
regard before  draft legislation is
presented to Parliamept,

FROM THE JOINT TRADE UNION
ACTION COMMITTEE.

L W. Pa.ndltha, Caylon Federa-
tion. ofTra.cfe Unlons; Bala Tampoe
Ceylon * Mercantile Unlon; Alavi
Moulana, Sri: Lanka !ndependent
Trade Union Federation; J. A. K
Perara, Public Service Trade Union
Federation; P. D. Wimalasena,
Govemmenls Tra.dr.- Upion. Fede-
rafion, _Chawdradasa Gamaath! ige
Sri Lanka Indapendent Government
Trade Union Federation; M. G.

Subasinghe, Technical  Service
Trade Unlon Federation; T. A.
Nandasﬂna, Local Government
Trade Unlon Federation;  Batty
Woeserakoon, Ceylon Federation
of Labout; A. T. Navaratns,

Ce\'lo*\ Bank Emp.oyees Union;
Gunaratna Bandara, Sri Lapka
Jathika Guru Saugam'\ya. H. N.
Ferpando,  Caylon Teachers
Union; __Savanadasa, Governs
ment~ Clerical = Service ~ Upion;
H. M. Wilbert, Samastha Lanka
Rajaye - Lipikaru Sangamaya; W.
L. V. Woesratunge, Ceutra.l

Council of- Ceylon Tracfe Unlons:

"'_!’s.'_BUNEL December 2, 1978

_ ing readifg.

N. Shanmugathasan, Ceylon
Trade Union Federatlon; Nanda
siri Gunaratne, Sri La.nka Fede-
ration of Labour Unlons, i

123, Union Place,

Colombo 2.

November 24, 1978.
o)
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OF LIONS AND TIGERS

Let's Get Together
—not divide—
by R. C. Thavéra.]ah

Backbencher’s  Political ~ Note
Book of Sunday Times dated 3rd
December, |978 provides interest-
The appeal of the
Honourable Minister of State is
most commendable. He is an elo-
quant speaksr. There Is excellence
of DICTION and oratorical bril-
liance. In addition, he has-always
been a flawless writer of no mean
repute.
in what ROY WILSON HOWARD,
American newspaper publisher,
Director of Newspaper Enterprise
Association and later Editor of the
World Telegram wrote:—

“In a great demccracy such as

ours, the outstanding need of the

hour i5 g-eater INFORMATION and
greater TOLERANCE. Sincere ef-
forts at enlightenment arnd edu-

caticn by the Press are more imi-

portant than self-appointed lecder-

ship."

The Minister spoke of Tamil
civilization being 8000 years old,
of Bharatha Natya, God speaking
to the people and the contribution
made by Sir Ponnambalam Rama-
nathan. He was not placating any
particular Political Party or assu-
aging the feelings of the people
of the North. He was not playing
to the gallery of enly a section of
the Colomho Municipallty
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As a Journalist he believes

fe was

&

On Lion-Tamers

the expression of sincers -apprecia:
tion by a cultured person ‘who
has an admlrah}a sense of values.

I Paylng a”tribute t5-the “great

Tamil ‘feader, he was ‘associating
himself” with the sentiments of the
one time Governor, Sir Herbert
Stanley who sald:i—

*| think if | were a Ceyloness,
I should feel specially proud of
Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan. He
has had a most remarkable career.
| suppose there are few instances
on record in Which a maq has
touched life at so many points
and at “every point at which he
has tolched it, he has touched it
with distinction” (From the book
Life of Sir Pannambalam Ramanathan
by Mr. M. Vythilingam, B.A. (Lond.)
former Principal, Hindu College,
Chavakachcheri). -

IN SHARP CONTRAST to the
laudable comments of the Mipis-
ter of State, there are, in the same
news item. some references by
another. Briefly theré is an alle-
gation that a certain political party
was afrald of Tigess, that they (not
the political party) had Lions, that
they have now tamed them apd
that “You'
he is referting to) are provaklng
the sleeping Lions.

Onpe fails to see how a tractable,
docile and possibly domeasticated
animal can be provokad and how
it can be dangerous after it had
been tamed. Another polnt that
is not comprehensible Is whether
a tamed lion or a sleeping lien that
he is referring to.l am nota quibbler
and - have’ no intention “of “being
ene.
ployed by any circus company,

forelgn or' local, [ am ignorant

of the habits,

idiogyncracies of
or awake. The only lions | know
are the ones in the
Zoological Gardens and some others
who sport eclegant neckties, ex-
pensive Imported shirts, trousers

temperament or

(God knows who

Not being a Hon tamar em--

a lion—asleep

Dehiwela
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"« ment and good citizenship.
belong to world organisation the.

~ Yein,

Tamil Settlements
and <uff links and who, like “the
British Lion, though muted still
roar”, at least a2t their get-to-
gethers. Most of them are ab-
solutely excellent chaps and be-
lieve in promoting good goverss
They

alm of which is to create and foster
“'a spirit of genercus corsideration
among the peoples of the world,”

An untamed (wild) len may be
a different proposition. Will any-
one who ls afraid of tigers which
are lesser belngs than lions, be so
foolhardy as to disturb the siesta
of Felis lLeoc (zoological term for
lion). The last letter of the first
word is definitely *'5" and not “'X".
It has to be slesta as the lion is
chiefly nocturpal.

There seems to me a contradic
tion of ideas—a slight concertioal
confusion whether it be “‘in lighter
‘sotto voce' or ‘con fuoco.

Sir Robert Walpole (1676-1745),
Leader of the Whig Party, who
based his policy on stable finance
at home and the avoldance of ep-
targlements abroad,
the maxim “Quieta Non Movere'—
“Let sleeping dogs lie". Could
It be that someone Is getting his
metaphors or the facts of English
history mixed up?

Anyone claiming animal connec-
tions whether it be lion, Tiger, or
Buffale must realise the naked
truth ‘that ‘homo sapiens’ whether
white, black, yellow, green, blue
or red descended from the ape.
I suggest that they seek confirma-
tion by reading CHARLES ROBERT
“ DARWIN (18C9-1882), who first
soundly established the theory of
Organic Evolution in his mopu-
_mental work Origin of the Species.

- Instead of taiking of connec-
_ tions or association with anils
mals or insects, let us be men
for 2 change and not political
pachyderms. Let us not get
cur priorities mixed up. Let

E 1,

believed In-

us unite and build not a poli-
tical party in the South, North,
East or West but a united
Sri Lanka.

This cannot be done by parry
and thrust of debate, riposte
and counter riposte in the ver-
bal duels, accrimonlous refe-
rences or ridiculs, persifiags
or heavy art'llery attack. l¢ can
be done by appreciating the
difficulties and problems of

each other In a spirit of goodwill-

undorstanding and compassion.
The urgently pressing need
at present Is not speeches but
action.
be the progross of our dear
Motherland—not the prestige of

any political party.
(o}
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BOOK REVIEW

Kingdom Of Jaffna

THE KINGDOM OF JAFFNA
bY S. PATHMANATHAN
PART I (CIRCA A.D. 1250.1450)
(Published by Arul M. Rajsndram,
111, Pickerings Road, Cclombo 13).
The Kingdom of laffia, Part Il by
Dr. Pathmanathan contains a wealth
of information on Tamil sottle-
ments circa 1250 AD to 1450 AD.
The book is based on a thesis for
which Dr. Pathmanathan won 2 doc-
torate of the Unlversity of London.

The first three thapters of the
book deal with the history of the
Tamils In the Island from Proto-
historic times to the I3th century.

Dr. Pathmanathan quotes the
Mahavamsa and Culavamsa which
refer to Tamils who were of im-

portance in politics and society
In the dynastic history as shown :
‘by the earliest record of Tamils
In the Island, but he goes on to

8y, that until the major pre-
historle and proto-historlc sites
In the island are systematically
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The focal effort should-

excavated sclontifically the beghn-
ning of clyilisation In Sri Lanka and

the date of the earliest Dravidian
settlements in the Istand  will
remain controversial matters. Dr.

Pathmanathan has given convincing

reasons of his ewn on the contro-

_versial subject regarding the origin’
He differs

of Arya Cakrayartis,
from such an emigent scholar ag
Father Gnanaprakasar and -tzkes

the view that it was-a General of

the Pandyan Army who came over

with the Pandyan invasion in the

12th century and became’ the first”

Arlya Cakravartl

of the
kingdom. -

Jaffna

Dr. Pathmanathan has also dealt '

with Vanniars, who occlpied a
large portion of Vanni District
consisting of the Northern Pro-
vince excluding the.laﬂ'na Peninsula,
parts of the North westérn pro-
vince and eastern province. The
vanniars were ‘part of the army
brought by the Colas, They were a-
warrlor race of Tamil descent-

called the ANGIKULAM {the ﬁre _

dynasty).

After the Colag left the shores
of Sri Lanka, both Tamil and Sipha-_

lese kings tried to subdue the
Vannlars and the Mukkuwas but’

failed. The Vanpiars occupied the . "
then
Sometimes

verdant forests of Lanka
called the Maya Rata.
they -became the vassals of the

king of J=fina or the Siphalese king,

but very often they defied bath.
Therefore their region
known as “adankapattu *

subdued.
were originally
them spoke

Tamils some of
Siphala and  were

absorbed into the Slnhala llnguistlc _'

group.

Althougﬁ the Tamlils lived il o
laffna from wvery early times xhe :

two maln settlemepts took place
durlng Mzha's Invasion and ths
formation of a r-"guh.r kingdom

by Aryd ' Cakravard "tespectively,

Maha brought with him. the choly
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became
meaning -
the territory that could not be
Altkough * the Vanniars



chiefs and settled them on forms
" of feudal tenure. The ‘Cheras were
‘governed by the law called Maru-
“makkatayam, a systam based on
“ matrineal descent. The Tamils who
 came from the eastern Coraman=
dal coast -brought with them a
"bilateral systém of customary. laws
~and the Thesavalamai of lafina refs
“lects the confluences of both sys-
tems. The Matrimonial Rights Ordl-
nance of 1873 failed to recognise
thi ssystem and it is no more a
living system of law in Sri Lanka,

it No. 3/40/1/233
The Land Acquisition Act
{chapter 460) as amended by
the Land Acquisition (amend-
~ ment) Act, No. 28 of 1964.
Notice Under Section 7

Please see the Gazstte of the
_Democratic  Socialist Republic of
_Sri Lanka No. 16 of 22-12-78 for
the particulars -of the Acquisition
_of 1ands referred to in the Schedule
« below.

o Schedule

yillage: (t
Pussella, Sirangahawatte, Naguli-
yadde Pallezswedduma, ' palle-

" tenna & Polwzttakanda Villages,
in. Ambanganga Korale and
Matale Pallesiyt Pattuwa,
Rattota D.R.O's Division,

Matale District.
Name of Land:
Opalagala Group.
Extent:
1248 Acres, O Roods, 38 Perches
_P.P.No.:
P.P. Ma. 313, V.P. 558 (Ex. I),
S VB BS9{EX 4)
~ Lot No.:
P.P: Ma. I-13
V.P. 558 Lot 3¢
V.P. 555-Lot 16 1/2, 74, 76, 78, 80
M. A. D. R. Haturusinghe
Additional Government Agent,
Matale District
. "The Kachcheri,
- Matale.
29th, Novamber, l978.
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~ Meither

This work shows that during
the' medieval Period the Tamils
held important posts such 2s gene-
rals of the army, ministers add
governors of the outpests of the
‘kingdem.  Dr. Patkmanathan -has
also given a vivid- account. of the
powerful Tamil mercantil=- guilds
and communities which had a pre-
served influence on the ecoromy
and political histery of medieval
lanka.

Mahavamsa “and the Culavamsa

which record Sinhalese traditional
historv, -have not dealt with the
Tamil settlemients In Sri- Lapka
from early times. This book there-
fore fills a gap in the history of
Sri Lapka. It is well documented
and is critical in its approach to
various controversies which have
raced among modern historians.
The second part of this beok which
is still unpublished deals with the
later period epdirg with the fall of
the Jaffna kingdom under the
Portuguese.

Nimal Karunatilaka {Jnr.)

O o O

POEM

For Sure, The New
Age Will Dawn

In the distance | see a new vision,

Wont you join me soon and see?

Look! its scatrered glow is
everywhere,

As for me, | will sing of a new hope.

We are the free in slavery,

Flowers duped into withering:

Let us 2ll join together and fight,

Let us in dying seek life.

We toiled to turn the desolate
places into oases

And made tender green shoots
come up;

Yet we have npothing saved for -

the future,
is there hatred in our
hearts.
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“Sir;

From A Pfuntahm Worker

i

We are the gnds who h:we toxled‘
Those who gaiged by us sesk to
- harm us; ! i

-Wa.s it then wrong that.we toilaq

for you?No! -
Then Is it right that . we should
remain dumb?! - i =
E',ough that others Il\fad by our*‘
blaod, i

Now a younger generation must
live;

If they come to harm us we will
not cringe,

We will stand ready to resist.”

Roasted by the heat of the sun,

We are shrunken human forms;

Yet, no longer shall we wilt,

For even God ‘weeps under the
burden of pain.

Now- in
there is life,
In our eyes there is a new flame
Which will burn as unquenchable
fire;

For sure, the new age will dawn.
It is our task now to kindle, =
A flame in the eyes of the paor; .

these blackened souls

. No longer shall we live ag cowards,

for out thirst will be quenched

with victory. e
Ismalika Dawcod-
Translation of the Temil poem by
Miss lsmslika Dawood in “*Viluppu®
a recent Christian Warkers' Foilow-
ship publication,  This book con-
teins the songs, poems cnd writings
of tea plantation workers and
others living in the hill country,

* * ot

LETTERS

Is This Dharmista? <

In the curient issue (Vol. 23 No.
18) of your increasingly popular
jourpal, SERENDIB has  referred
to the letter written by 2 retired
government servant who had' drawn
attention to a rather disturbing

30



La_tt.e;s =

‘Stata of affairs—that .of .one person

holding two posksons In the public

_sector..

Y

“of the past.
-daspite UNP's siqctiviorious utrer-

_keeping with arademical,

-other is the “‘Independent”
fearlessly expose fraud, sham and

WI.th the UNP assumini’. “ﬂ"e

-reins. of government; the .people -
‘Were led to - belleve: that family .
-bandyism (which has relgned supreme

ever since Independance) was a thing
It seems however, that

ances from time to tima which ara
headli-e stories for the “Chaqakas”,

-“Mudithas”, “Kautilyas’® and other

journalicts of the stodge press, itis
flourishing as ever before Liks the

‘Job Bank scheme which has replaced

the Chit system, a different kind
of “bandyism', which {s just as
pernicious a~pears to be praviiling
now. At this rate, how could this
country progress? Small wonder
all the talent is the country is
gradually leaving our shores in sheer
frustration !

One wonders how /‘many UNP
supporters and sympathisers have
been anpointed to more thaa one
high post in the public sector, more
for their loyalty (for obvious reasons)
to the party, relationship to Cabinet
Ministers and other VIPs, than In
technical
and other qualifications!lam aware
of two such fortunate persons......
There may  be many more such
instanzes. which some of your
readers may be cognisant of. They
would be rendering a public serice
by revealing them throuzh Tribune
which Is one of the 2 journals—the
which

hypecrisy. It is only from thess
two much-respected publications

“pthat one could get a true picture

of what Is happening In the country
today. This is the consensus amorg
right-thinking persons. Unemploy-
ment among the highly-qualifed
(academically, technically) is fairly
high, and it is pathetic to find that
this government, from which the
people expected a fair deal, does

£

_not give these talented men the
0p;ortu..nfty to serve the land of
* their birtk " to the best of their
abillty :

There is a mther matter | wish to
refer to In the same issue of
' Tribune, reader ‘Naga’ has drawn
“attention to the Job Bank schema.
cvertly implying that it is just ag
. bad as the scandalous chit system.

"_This Is undeniably true, An applicant.

for a job (even as a labourer) could

" be sure of getting it only if it is es-

tablished beyond doubt that he=she
is.a supporter or sympathiser of the
UNP. Could it be due to the fact
of their pot hayirg the requisite

" UNP connections thet not one Tamil

IP had had the good fortune to be
appointed as ASP—8 such appoint-
ments Wwere apnounced recently—

~2nd that there wasn’t a single Tamil

among the 70 recruited to the
SLAS? One wonders whether all
of them were “Tigers' !

I am not a Tamil, but a genuine
Dharmishta Sighalese Buddhist who
nas right throughout his career in

the Pclice Serviczand ever since hi- .

retirement nearly three decades
azo always acted fairly “and irpartial-
ly, ignoring, race, caste and creed.
It Is ludicrous to speak or write
of a Dharmishta Society when the
rightful claims of two Tamil officials,
ranked Nos. | and 2 in the categery
of DIG were overlocked and DIG
No. 3 was appointed as acting IGP.
Is this how every citizen of Sri
Lanka is treated and hefshe is given
every opportupity to progress, as
stated by His Excellency the Presi-

dent of the Democratic Socialigt

Republic of Sri Lanka? To talk of
Dharmisnta Society in such circums-
tances makes no sense. Adharmishta
kriya appear to be the vogue today.

€. E. J. ALLES.
113, Anagarika Dharmapala Mawatha,
- Dehiwala,
31.10.78.
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Tribune

Sir,

While walking around in Fort,
I picked up your copy of No. 18
Vol. 23. Today relaxing and glancing
tirough the letter from you on
page |, | noticed that your esteemed
journal had been founded in 1954.

I do pot understand how it pow

works out to be Vol. 23 No. 18,
Anywzy 54—25—79 ard hence, in
1979 somewhere in a month anc date

.you should be proud to clock the
Jubilee ! .

I have been a regular- buyer of
your lournal for a little over a year.
| started this to cut cut the “Sri
Lanka Chropicle” to be sent to my
daughter at the Tashkent Agricul-
tural Insticute of Moscow State
University to keep her informed of
S.L. news. In course of time, | found
that though a weekly you have been
far ahead of the dailies in many ways
and your revelations are stark
naked facts to the general daily
news pacers readers only months
later as on the case of your recent
articles on the Amparai Sugar Cane
credit scheme. | wish your journal
will grow from strength to strength
in the desirable environment of
Free Press.

S. T. ANDREW.
Kandy,
28.10.78.
T RS

. —There weére two years in which

‘the publication of Tribune had been

suSpended during the Emergeﬂi:iés of
1958 and 157! and also two of eur
volumes had sixty numbers—hence

In our twentyfifth year we will

start on Vol. 24 by mid-1979.—Ed.

TRIBUNE, Dacember. 2, 1978
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Confidentially

Milk Powder
Mystery

HAS IT NOT BECOME. NECES-
SARY far ths Presidént, the Minis-
ter of Trade and Silpping, and/or
the Cabinet, to look into the pro-
posal now  before the “Miaistry
of Trada" to hand over the Milk
Powde* Packing Plant at Welisara
to Unlgate whose local ageils are
Darley Butler & Co. Ltd.? That
.with the Mmister of Trade, Mr.
Lalith Athulathmudsli, more out
.of the country than in. observers
- assert, -that officlals alone handle
what may be considered the ad-
ministrative  and  routine  (the
-non-policy) aspects of any matter?
That Mr. Athulathmudali is gene-
rally unawsre of how decisions
_are implamented bacause he hasn't
_the time to do that? That a few
_weeks ago the “import, pecking
and distribution of powdered milk
was transferrad from the National
Milk Board (then under the Ministry
of Agriculture and Lands) to the
CWE (under-the Ministry of Trade)?
That it was thought that. unlike
the Milk Board, the CWE was

fﬁ—:ently run and that it would
be able to stop the rot in the

milk  powder: business —import,
storaze, packing and  distribu-
tion? That Instead of getting the

CWE to do the Job properly,
the “Ministry of Trade' seems to
_have been Inveigled into handing
over this business to 2 private
multinational? That memories can<
pot be so short among our Minise
ters and politiclans for them
not to remember that milk powder
was taken off the hands of private
lmportars and distributors for
wery good reasons? That leaving
this question aside for the
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moment, it will. be Interesting . to
examine the proposals said to have
been made by Unigate to the ““Mi-
nlszry”? (That If either the “Minls-
try" or Unigate feel that any facts
we state are Incorrect we will be
happy te publish what they claim
to be the truth?) That according
to information available to us
Unigate is reported to have stated
that the Welisara Flant was no
longer any good and that it was
willing to sell the government
another plant if it is to be entrusted
with the import, packing and
distribution of the mille powder?
That persons-who-kpow feel that
this suggestion is only a gundu by
Unigate te import one of their
excess (and perhaps obsolete)
plants from abroad? That by all
accounts there is really nothing
wrong with the plant at Welisara?
s it also not strange that
Unigate should now say that they
could import the powder at 109
less than the present cost! That
funolly enough Unigate was not
able to secure a single tender for
the supply of infant milk powder
from 1973—although it had parti-
cipated in practically every ten-
der? That it ls intriguing how
Unigate, which had failed to secure
a single tender for 6 years, can

‘now hope to supply the powder at

a cheaper rate? That If Unigate
can import powder at 109 less
than the last tender award, there
must be other firms which can do
better!? That knowledgeable per-
sons say that Unigate wants to take
this oppertunity to do away with

_the now popular Lakspray and re-

introduce its own brand Cow & Gate!
That the “Ministry of Trade’" would
do well to educate Itself on why
&rl Lanka had found It necessary
to Introduce Lakspray (and effect
conslderable  price  reductions)
and also ellminate Cow & Gate and
other mutinational brands which

for years had made unconscionable -

mopopoly profiss? ~That It must
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Why UNIGATE?

be recalled th~t several years ago
Unigate had claimed Rs. 400,000
as damages from the Milk Board
for using thelr brand name! That
thanks to the vigilance exercised
by a Treasury representative on
the Board this attempt to collect 5
Rs. 400,000 was foiled? That now™
the local agents of Unigate, Darley
Butler & Co. Ltd,, are cocksure
that they have already landed the
Welisara fish? That they have also
bousted that Unigate was offering
a packing plant, ‘free and gratis,
if it was ipstalled within the
Colombe premises of Darley But-
ier & Co. Ltd.? That there is also a
talk today that the CWE, which
is charged with the responsibility
for importing, packing apd distri-
buting milk powder, has not been
asked to evaluate the Unigate
proposall That the “Mipistry of
Trade' is said to have taken over
this task and this has given rise
to a chain reaction of upnecessary
gossip Involving the “Ministry" 5%
and Unigcte? That it is known there
are proposals by other argamsa-
tions as to how the Welisara Plant
could be profitably and efficiently
run? That all these proposals have
been ignored? That the “Ministry
of Trade" (and the government)
must realise that once Unigate
takes -over prices will be pushed
u> very quickly? That Lakspray
will be renamed Ccw & Gate and
the orice increased on the excuse
that a better product was being
offered? That once tha contract
with Unigate is signed, sealed
and delivered, this eountry ‘will
be at the mercy of the sola mono-
poly of one foreign multinational
which will mercilessly exploit thet
powdered milk consumers (includ-"
Ing Infants?) That the milk powder
industry is one of the sensitive
sectors of cur economy! That if
the Government bungles this, 'the

‘ceople (the yoters) will not fnrgat

It In a hurry?
. & ®
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Culture And Life

This illustrated monthly deals with the participation of Soviet
people in public life and naticnal economy. The magazine also
features Soviet scientific and cultural news. Soviet International,

cultural ties receive extensive coverage..

12 issues annually

| year —Rs. 12.00
2 years—Rs, 20.00
3 years — Rs, 24.00

In addition to the beautiful colour calendar

each subscriber will receive, ONE lucky

subscriber will be offered by the publishers
a 2-week free tour uf the USSR

tncluding air passage.

Peoples Publishing House Ltd,,

I24' Kumaran Ratnam Road,
Colombo 2.

Telephone: 36111,
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Registered as a Newspapet In Sri Lanka

AN APPEAL

TO ALL
MEN 'AND WOMEN
OF GOODWILL

IF YOU Respect Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim,

Christian or Humanist Values

&) "A\?oid Wasteful & Ostentatious

Expenditure

- ® Boycott Balls, Parties, _D'anc-es"And

““other Extravaganza

QTHIS FESTIVE SEASON
OF CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR

SPACE DOMNATED

= —— — P E——
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