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Letter From tF\e Ealtor

WHAT HAS THE NEW YEAR instore for the young pec:ple on our Covar
this week? What has tha future for them, and for hupdreds and thousands,
nay millians, of poor psople in our country and elsewhere in the world?
Poverty is a relative term. The sa-called “poor” in the USA anid in some

countries classified as “afflueat” are ricker, in the material goud things

of life; than tjiosa regarded as*'rich!" in the developing countrizs of the third

world. It is not pscessary to enter speculative metaphysical discussions
on poverty, haspiness, contentment, subsistonce levels poverty line, quality
of life, GNP and a whole host of other consepts davised by plillosoplers
and sronomists to datermina the state of may's migd under the impact
For our

of difaring and changing soric-economic ana political fasrore.

limited and mundane jurposas in Sri Lanks, it is enoush to examize some of
the immeditte prospacts in the NMew Year for rhe vast moltittide of our
propla. What has tha goverament to offer them? “And will t! e bromises
so lavishly made by Ministers and Daputy Miplsters (very {few MPs cow
trmad tha dasearoug piths whara svan anfels refuse to vapture to make
pramises of a JNP m'llepium) bz ever fulfillad even in some small part?
§5ma Ministars brag about the wonders that the new policiss they have
initiated will produze. Others are for ‘ever gloating ahout the ecoromic
prasperity the govarnment’s free economy and the liberalised import-cum-
export tride will bring. Other countries in eontemporary times have triad
these expariments in lafssez foirism with fateful corsequences—the rich
bacame richer and the poor poorar pushing contradi-tinns inherant in a
garinty of imbalinze to the farafraqt and thus eompalling u;.-.!nea\r:sls ard

-

revolutions such as the one gesp in Iran today.
hoping that their new free aronomy policies will pestpore the confrontations

UNP theoreticians are

of a soclal ravolution by offaring the yousg and the poor the crumbs that
privats entarprise in dmrn‘lomng countrirs grudrinely throw te these who
swaat and toll.  Wishful thinking of this kind vanish very auickly esreclally
in countrias like Sri Lanka where civic consciouspess, political awnreness
and a burning desire for universal human rights hat'e become part of the
fabric of [n=ie of all classes of neonlas, more partizularly the un»{nr_-pi-tvllbgod -
On an overall view, the UNP Government led by President 1. R. Javewardana,
has brought new hnpes to a pessle whe have long endured innumherahle
hardships imAar the searing turbulence of nesative policles promoted by
atranhiad radisalism thrown up bv an ideolovical brew cencorteq by mice
guided LSE Fahians and frenzied revolution=mongers who bellaved that
socialism rould he achieved hy shouting slogansin a par“a”’imtaw demarratic
gystem. Within the limited options available to any Government of Sri
Lanka in the contemporary era, the layawardnne sovernment has dnne
Further-

Batter than anv other elacted sovernment aftar independence.

mora, the gavernmant is willing to make all peressary cl--mem to moke
*the Coanstitution more viakle for develorment and mare acrantahln to the

pasnle. But thera are grave problems to be recglved—the prohlam of the
There are,
howevear, a faw silvar lining on the distan® herizon, but the immediate prac-
pe-ts are still bleak, Prices are high hut net updulv <o whera assentialg
are concerned. Many people cannot still afford to buy the essentials they
need. Ordinarv peonle, however, are infused with 2 sense of hore that a

Tamil minavity, of unemnlovment, of novertv and mal-utrition.

batter dav will soon dawn.

Why—it is difficult to sav, but there it is,
gshortages have been limited. Urfortunatelv, bureaucrats are still what

Al

they were—and in many cases aven worse—and the adminictracive system

l:onﬂnueq to retard srogress and rfwnlcnment CnFr'Uptmn Is still ramrant
in high and low places. And there are' many question marks hanging

aver the Govarpment.
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IWOR'S
- 1978 to 1979

E_oh_mbn. January 3,
_ . 197% has overtaken us even
;. before we had dons with 1978,
. .Thar bappens everytime, but i
. FPecent times mora So than ever
.. before In history, Events tumble
aver each other In such a way that
¢ We are In the midst of the new
befare the old Is over. Thers g
pe tima today, In this fast moving
. mra of atamic and nuclear power,
t %@ walt for one set of events to
- rasolve themselves before. tackling
o the multitude of other problems
that eontinuously beset the world,

#

History, as z2lways perhaps, Iy

era perpatual chaln of avents that
“baffles man. Many thitgs happsn
Bver which we have ne cantrol,
“ ‘and many more things occur whers
the vanity of man belisves that he
~ had  gverything under total con-
“grol. And many clalm to detect
" &n unssen method In the madness
“ that presantly seams to chara-ter-
~ lga’ svants, but this Ig pl'oba,b!y
" Wwishful and not real,

Vake the Interpatlonz! geepe.
_ The world had mare than its ner-
mal quots eof natural disastars in
. 1978—starms, cyclones, floode, ‘dro-
. Mghts, earthquaies,
.. #ruptlons and what have vou, Sri
. Lanka tos exparlanced the worst
_ayclane in livihg mamary,
o floeds, droughe and fands'ldes have
pew bacoms shdamie. The woarld
alsa has had an overdozz of mine
+ made disasters In tha ale, sea and
Jand. . Even Srl Lanka had an ale

. disaster that shook the world,
. On the aconomic front, avars.

ghing gsems: to be In 5 state of
Pragldant Cartar cand'-hls.
Bralng Trust geem to he totally,

hacapable of ‘stepplng the dows-
© prade alpping In tha valua of tha
= BoMee: snd” this—hes throwi<the

WG, i s,

o

NOTEBOOX-

volranine

and

. caphalise .world .iyee. grested digs.

ordar than at any time -after ths

callazse of the postwar Bretion:

Woods system In the early seven-
ties. In the mightiest and richest
gountry In the world, the Interest
rate is {29 znd the inflation rats
is 994, but what Is really disturbing
Is that growth rate has come to 3
virtual zera in 1977-1978. Daes this
mean 3 recession In 19791 A 1979
recesslony seems inevitable, Cap
it be avoided or will the rest of
tha world have te suffer because
American sconomy I in the throes
of a crigis!

; Many economists zre eonvinced
that 1979 will be a2 Year of Races»
sion In the USA: that the Dollar,

on which the capitalist world de-

pends for jts trade, commerce
and exchange, will be in greater
and more real trouble than ever
before. In the light of thess deve-
lapmeants, can it be sald thae the
governmantal authoritles in  Sel
Lanka have focussed adequate at-
tentfon on matters of global finance
which are likaly to have sorlous
Impact en Sri Lankas ecenomy,
as on the ecaomies of practizalld
al! countrigs In the capitalist world.
(The economlc  structures  of
sortiallst countrlas have Immugity
fram eapitalist crises bakind a
curtaln . of near-total control of
the seonamy through centrally plage
ned and ragulated economlie struce
tures). WWhat are we dolng in 5ri
Lanka ta meet the threat of re-
cesslon In the USA and the caple
rallst systam:- to which this country
I8 now firmly and Inescapably
tled? The prics hike In patrolaum
products In 1979 by OPEC has
multiplied the problems of the
eapltalist. world and more aspecially

the pnor daveloplng eountrles of

th= t_hlrd warld, _
Cuy UNCTAD and other Inter-

miatlonal agencles heln to .bring

rellal ts poor. eountrles "kg Sri

_Lanka? WiIl ¢he Non-aligned Mo~
“vemege be sble to Usher ky 3 new

=Digitized by Noolaham' Foundation.
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_has

Toar -OF Recevelon?

~geenwmie eorderl Wk 1979 see

the beglunings of & realistic shife
to & pew ecenomic order where
the rich advanced couptries will
stop the exploitation on which
they have made and continue to
make themselves richer and richer
at the eXpense of the underdeve-
loped third world countries which
they were held under eolonial
gubjectlon until very recently! Not
enough attention Is being paid to
this matter In the media or the
radie in Srl Lanka. and It is Ig-
norance of world trends In such

_matters that often triggers strikes

and soclal revelitions.

Whilst a bizarre and dangerous
sltuation Is developing on the
international economic situation=—
it can fead to a global explssion
under certain circumstances—
on tha politlez] frant the picturas is
2 fantastle  Jig-saw puzzle of
unresolved and apparently unresol=
vable eonfrontations. Sri Lanka
is fortunately .out of any such
confrontation. and, as the Chalre
min of the Non-alizned Movement,
it has so far succeeded In tripping
the light fantastic toe to keep out
of all involvements even whilst
attempting to bring contending
parties to tne pegotiating table.
The qusstion of finding ways and
means of settling disputes bet-
ween differant members In the
Nop-aligned Movement (NAM) Ig
orie of the challenges facing Sri
Lanka and the other leaders of the
NAM—at the ministerial mestings

at Maputo and Colembo, and the

Summit In Havana, Tha conflicts In
Mauretanla,  Ethiopia-Somalia . and
Indo-China are among the most

difficult confronting the NAM.

In the meantime, peace in West
Asla, In apite of the Carter Ads
ministration’s mast heroic efforts
stalemated, and the most
slenificant, part of the sltuation g
the deadlock between the USA

and farael, I Is so romplex that fe

-

i difficule to see 3 way out—ugless

Esant g = i



%

ﬂon slagan, the USA 5aid yes A

~lgrael or ' Egypt mmake ~eoncesslons
which they do pot' seem willing:
“to make apd - are probatly upabtle -

to make owlng to ‘domestic and

i - extrasdomestic complicatiens in glo< -
- bal Zionist and Arab politics, Even

the premature award of a Joint

‘Nobel Peace prize could net bring
‘Begin and Sadat together. -The

gituation in West Asia has become
more complicated than ever, (for

* the US especially) after the recent

developments in lran, where ‘the
Shah is pot llkely to survivefor
long. The USA, new, has to come
to terms with the Shiite and radi-
eal elements In the |npationalist
movement In lran. It will never
be the same as before/for the USA,
but America Is so rich and powerful
that it cap afford to bargain by
offar. tempting concesslons to the
new regime In lean.

In its relations with People’s
China, the USA has shewn re-
markable flexibility by establishing
full diplomatic relations as from
January 1. Bur Peking too has gone
more than half way to persuade
Washingtin to drop Talwan (and
the two China’s policy) and
corpes to terms with Peking. The
dynamies and the

come together Is an Interesting
study In global geo-political mane-
euvres In the eurrent perlod. China
has today achieved a great deal
under the cover of a determined
antl-Soviet and anti-Russian sloga-
nising—it ‘had similarly sucreeded
In getting . Soviet apd COMECON
sssistance in the fortles and fiftles
by ralsing anti-American slcga.ns.
But how far can such slogans take a’
eountry today in global politicking?
China has also signed a

“anti-hegemony clause”
Peking virtually giving up Its claims

to overlordship In Talwan except
l‘uraformal and. wistful Humifieas

mechanics of
‘the way the USA and China have

pa‘ace ;
' trgat___y with Japan with the magic
to which"
" the USA has also subscribed. Wlth_

naticnal = gituatlen “into ! existance,
‘The bi-polar cold war of the post
- 1446 era has beén replaced by a

multi-polan werld of complex eon-

frontations and complexities. The
Shah has evidently decided to quit,
and the ery for human rights hag
begun-to manifest ' itgell In China
where even the post cultural re-
volution regime had gent urwilling
‘youth té ‘work in rural farm:ng-
areas.

1578" was a dlmcult year far Sri
Lanka- “The UNP, which came
to power in 1977, has iptroduced

major pelitizal and econemic chap-

ges. From October/November
1977 the new ‘economic policies
of the UNP vere introduced. And
this was done in-spite of the de-
bilitating communal helocaust in

August[September [977 that kad
been triggered by extremist ra-
cialist elements. In 1978, the ..

Presidential system 'was Inaugurated
from February 4 by amending the
1572 Constitutlon, and o5 Sep-
tember 7 a brand new Constltu-
tion (which some political sclentists
resard as a Gaullist expanment In
Agia) was Inaugurated.

The new Constitution Is undoub-

tedly an Improvement on any other
Constitution this country has had

and ensures basic minlmum human

rights and indlvidual freedoms in &
way that has won the admiration
of the constltutional experts In
many countries. The new Consti=
“tution has also énvisaged 4 new
system of provincial admipistration
through ~District” Ministers whose

functione have still not been pro-

perly deﬂnﬁd in the Constitutlon.
In fact, the system of Dismrt Mi-
nisters has not yét become part of
the Constftut]on and ‘much of tre

relictance on the part thz TULF -
to accept District M:nlstershfpg :
" gtems from’ the fact that: the gystem’
nctcl'ﬂed

_has “'pof yet' been
uonstitutlonal validity:
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© 1979 ‘has-Brought ‘n Hew Fiter

iGallel '
2 13th Deum‘her%?ﬁ'

. Whilst these palitiest tnd " eco-’

nomle ‘chadges webe i i s

Sansonl . Commission.—investighting
the communal disturbances of

1577 has gone on and. ,ua»enu
.has beeii led.‘on the entl’m "baslg
!

and history of Siphala-Tamil
munzl tensfcns and toﬁ d
Notice under: ' Sectlon™ s 72 of
the Land Acquisition Act {€ap.
460) ‘as amdnded by the'Eand
Acquiaitwn (Améndrr ent) Aet
i No, 28 of 1964« w8
‘R, No. '@l 1175
It Is Tutended to- ztqulrs ithe
land/lands described in the Sthedula
below. For  further partitulars
see  Part iil of the Cazerte:i of
the Democr tic Socialist: Republie

" g

_nf Sri Lanka No. 17 of 25.12.1978.

Schedule - .
Situation: : |
Hapugala, Ka!nnna. and Mada-
walamulla = villages, . PuRiO's

Divisions of Four Gravets.(Galle)

and Bope-Poddala g  the, Dige
. trict of Galle. e
Name of [cnd:

Muththettuwatta, Kb}ap'g\{r_:al‘ﬂ-

yadda,  Kolombanwatta, | Etams
bapaha Kumbura, Diya.g_a.hnc
Mullawatta, Assescmert, No; 28
(a part) Kumbalawella Road,
Ambagaha Kapattz alias Brnah-
“fan Mahathmayage ~ Warta,
(No  Asséssmient  Nol),' Ambae
gaha  Kapatta alias,” Freak‘mm
Mahath mavasewatta, - “asdess

ment No. 38" (i part) Kumbale
wella' "Road, Hepawatta, Asxbss-

ment No.' 26/5 “(a part) “Kime
" balwella™ Road, ©  Henawataa,
Assessment No. 25?2 (@ pirq

Kumbalwella Road: *
Plonand Lot No.; F AT
'Lutsf!345678910’&
II in P Plan 'N&: " Gaa/1268.
Tt 803, Pathirana
E Acu uiring: Gfficer,
Gnﬂe Dﬂhﬂm
The Kath:herl. b




this island in the modern period.
By the time, the Sansoni Com-
mission completes its  work and

finalises its report, even the im--

peratives of the communal cop-
frontations in Sri Lanka would
have undergone major changes. The
Presidentizl Commission has be-
came another marathen with writs,
judirial Aindings and legislative am-
endme;ts. Where it will all ed is
difficult to soy. Ap-~tier Com-
mission that hit the Lendlines was
the Commissicn to investigate Air
Ceylon, but its report seems to
hare been pigeon-ltoled in the
way similar. reports have been
buried in the archives in the page.
What is surprising is that seme
of  the evidence recorded before,

and fiadings made by, the Air Ceylon

Cammission has been ignored by

t.a zovernment in the setting up’

of ‘the new Air Lanka.

. The ecverpment has npot yet
been zble to pump new life into
the bureatcrats and the adminis-
trative gystam. The Concessions
gfintad to public servents of all
categories in: the Budget for [979
constitute 2 foundation far a re-
generation of the public service,
but Wvliether the public servants
‘will respond in the way experted
or whether the government will
be able "to ipduce productive
effort is yet to be seen. For one
thing, the government has rez-
lised that one Important step is
to. have a complets overhaul of
the system of helidavs, Admittedly,
public ‘serarts =nd even werkers
i~ the private secter In Sri Larka
enjoy far too many holidays—our
working year is under 200 days—
and thls 'is’ somathing that must
be “chinpged.  Tribune “has beep
eampairping for many years for a
redifction in the number of holidays.

But what goverrment: must rea-
lise is that more important than
increasing the number of working
davs every year is the need to

TRIBUNE, Janyary 6, 1979

Bureaucrats~Subsistence, Travelling And Overtime

the eight ‘hours a day for which
they are paid. There are two
kinds of malpractices in this mat-
ter: one mapy officials work only a
fraction of the eight hours every
day and the other s that mapy
officials coptinue their work ip
such a way that they earp more in
subsistence and in overtime thap
in actual safaries.

It is a notorious fact that the
officials in the upper brakets
turn up at the offica long ‘after
the opeuing time and disappear
long before closing tima—after hav-
ing taken a substantially lov g time
off for lunch. Most of them do little
or no work en any day. But even
more scapdalous is the way they
manipulate their work so as to en-
sure long circuits from which they
earn lucrative travelling and sub-
sistence allowances. Even a cursory
scrutiny of this travelling will show
that mueh of the travelling is to-
tally unnecessary. Thea first step
tog-t monev's worth of wark frem
the hizher staff officers is to ensure
that (a) work eight hours is done
in the office every day, and (b) all
unnecessary and useless travelling
is cut out.

In resard *to other categories.

of public servants, the scapdal
about overtime must be epded.
Take a case which forcefully came
to the potice of Tribune recently.
A carpenter and some assistants
were sent by a Colombo head
office to a provinrial town to re-
pair one of its buildings. The car-
penter and his gang started work
only at % or 9.30 every morning
and stopped work well before
H:30am. Then a little work was
done after a long siesta between
3p.miand 4 p.m.and thereafter they
went to the arrack tavern ipn the
town. ‘But in the work sheets,
for a number of davs, the entries
showed’ that the carpenter and his
assistants had worked from 6 a.m.
toBam. on overtime, from & a.m.
to3 p.m. on normal time with an

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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hour off for lunch, and again from!
6 p.m.to 12 midnight on overtime.

The Supervisory Officers who were
expected to check the work of
the carpenter and his gang were
(for the most part) either on leave
or on circuit. And In any case, the
uawritten code among public ser-
vants is. that they de pct complain
abeout fellow public servarts travel-
lizg or overtime. Wiat we have,
mentioned is net ap isolated ins-
tance, but more often than ot
the general rule in the public .
service. Unless this situation is

changed no progress is likely to.

be made to make the bureaucracy
and the administrative machipe to
function as they should.

Even more important than the
bureaucracy today is the burping

Ref. No. §&/2940.
Land Acquisition Act (Chap-
ter 460) as amended by the
Land Acquisition  (Amend-
ment) Act. No. 28 of 1964
Motice under section 07
It is intended to acquire the
lands described in the Schedule
below. For further particulars,
please see the Gazette of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka No. 18 (Part iii) of 05/01/79
Schedule ‘
Situation of Land:

in the yillage of Owitigamuwa,

Gangaboda Pattuwa Narth,

Matara District.
Name of Land:

Aragalawatta, Liyangahawatta,
~ Welipothehena,  Welipothehen-
- Welirothehenedeniya. :

Lot & Plan No.:
Lots Nos. 464 & 465, in Final
Village Plan 572, Sup. Nos. 9

& f0. y

G.S. Ediriweera
Acquiring Officer,
- Matara District.

The Kachcheri, =~ * 7,

Matara, :

20.12.1978.

e




Tomil, Minority Qhestion. ., ... ...

question of the Tamil minority. in
the North and the East. It would
be imprudent for the goverpment
to think that the partial settlement
of the Tamil problem by the con-
cord with Thondaman is a suffi-
glent political gesture to this mi-
nority for the moment. Even more
important for the future of the
country is a settlement with the
Tamils of the North and the East
maay of whom live and work in
Colombo 2pnd other parts of the
island. A great deal of the tension
was defused by many of the provi-
sions in the new Constitution, but
there seem to be several hurdles
to be cleared before the TULF can
be persuaded even to take the first
step towards conciliation by ac-
cepting District Ministership under
the new Constitution.

Tribune has never supported
Eelam, but Tribune has for many
years advocated some form of re-
. giopal or district autonomy within
a upitary system to satisfy the as-
pirations of the Tamil minorities.
Regional autopomy in a unitary
system is a way that many coun-
tries in the capitalist as well as
gocialist would have adopted to
end communal tensions and con-
flicts. This is a way that Sri Lanka
can ensily adept. The system of
Distri-t Ministerships envisages such
a systm of devolution of power,
but to inspire confidence iy the
TULF aad the minerities it is es-
gantial that consticutioral amend-
ments should bé effected after
mutual discussions between the
UNP and the TULF, asd if possible
all other political parties.

One complicating factor stems
from the activities of tke militant
terrori't movement in the North.
Terrorism is usually a manifesta-
tion of deep and intense frustra-
tion, ard like the terrorism of the
JVP which was a result of the Uni-
ted Front-SLFP rigidities and die-
hard attitudes, the térrorism among
Tamil youth grew up in the same

$

period and more especially-in the
years after the 1972 Constitution
which had reduced the Tamil
community to a second class status,

The discrimination against the
Tamil community has been remeved,
but positive measures to epnsure
some kind of autopomy te remove
fears of cultural, ezopomic and
physizal genocide are needed. A
terrorist movement cannot be eli-
‘minated by the police and the army.
A political settlement is always
the first step. Unless such a settles
ment is effected soon, the leader-
ship of the Tamil community in
the North and the East will before
the next elections pass from the
moderate, liberal-minded TULF
to ‘more radical'and militant youtl
which may be even dominated by
terrorist groups. The ‘options
before the goverpment and the
TULF limited and clear and the
sooner the necessary Steps are
taken for a settlement are ta%en,
the better. If this is not don=,
extremist clements on both sides
of Elephant Pass will be tempted
to trigger ope crisis after another
to denigrate the efforts of the
goverrment to ensure rapid eco-
nomic development.

The government has many other
problems on its heads which are
bevend its control. The Budget
wilint was preserted on Movem-
ber
cocked hat bv the ryelene of No-
vember 23/24 and the decision
of the OFEC courntries to raise the
price of petroleum procurts in
1979 in three stages. Rice produc-
tion has increased in the island
to the point where the Rubber-
Rice Agreement with Chira has
been transformed inte a Cereral
Trade Agreement where rice from
China has been replaced with diesel
oil and kerosene. Put this cappot

solve all our problems.

It is as yet too early to say how
Sri Larka will fare in 1979, Inter-
national help has poured in from
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18 has heepy krocked inte a

I

all countrigs for cycloné Feligf,
but in the cruzlal days immadiately
after the cyclone struck the East,
it was the United States, l;.dia and
Britain that rushed to our rescue.
No doaubt ths mott spe tacular
was the way US ald was brought
to Sri Lapka—almost wit ip: 72
hours of the anpeal for relief. The
US is furthest from t-is country
and it was willing and able to send
necessary aid within a short time.
Since that time aid has come from
nearly all countries.

But such aid alene is not enough.
The people of Sri Lapka mast
get down to te work of reccns-
tructisn  and rehatilitation a3 3
preliniipary to r'ﬂve?oi ment. This
is the basic task bsfore the n"'IOn
in 1979.

The Land Acquisition Act
(Chapter 460) as Amended by
Act No. 28 of 1964 Notice under
Section-7.

G.A's No. 2/6/WALAJ13/70
Land Minlstry’s No, | 71/L 143 (VE]
It is intended to acquire the lapd
described in the schedule below
for a public purpose. Fer further
particulars see the Goz-tte of
the Democratic Socialist P.e.rubiic
of Sri lanka Mo. 18 (Part iii) of

05/01/1979.
Scheduie
Situatirn:
Situated in  Rarala Villzee “at
Udapalatha Korale in Walarare

D.R.O's Division of Nuwara Eliye
District. !
Neme of Land:
Lidcacdalae Estate.
Plan & Lnt No.:
Lot No. | in P.P. N 599,
L. Premavatna
District Land Officer,
Nuwara, Eliya.
District. % e
The Karkecheri,
Nuwara Fliya,
12-12-1978
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P&ESS STA{T EM EHT iSS UED

BYSTHE ‘POLITBURFAU OF

THE ©CJANATHA VIMUKTHI
PERAMUNA ON THE CUR-
RENT:.« POLITICAL  SITUA-
TION IN.THE COGUNTRY

The gavergment  has racently
declared tnat several incidents have
taken place in the MNorih in con-
negtlop: with: bank robberies and
thekilling of several persons. We
do not know who is respsncible
for these inciderits. It should be
stated that terrorist tactics of
this nature
the struggle of the Tamil. people,
asraa ‘orpressed section of our
goclety, to galp thelr basic human
tights. The VP is of tha epinlon
th_‘i_ir. the struggle of the Tamil |
people for their rights can only
achlieve. vlctcl'y as a. result of the
tr[umph of the sccialist revoly-
tign.. .\ We  tharefare condemn. tor-
rgric;t tactics that place obstacles
lu“thg path of the socialse revely-
tien I its rrarch towar § victory.
We do ‘10t encourage of approve
of such tactles.

:_Huwever. It Is to be gean that
this, - and “other Incidents. paye
baen atilised” te launch a pro-
gramme <of " harrassmant ' and re-

Pff‘issﬂﬂn i6f the Tamilsrealiry peos

plﬁ of this country. Over the past
wpeles‘we heve alse ‘soen - an ate
temet ‘to “Stir up raclilic-m whiis
taking “shelter "behind the  aetivi.
tiﬁa of a‘few persens. Tt'ls at a time
wher guch” an  atmesphers | ppae
vallad within ‘the eotntey . that it
wis ‘anpeunced that ' these' bark

Pobberles: and ‘murders had ‘taken

places Thig‘was an” excuse to/ deps
]qb more: members of the Pglire
md the Aeriad ‘Forces in the Nerth.

Slnce this “sTtuatinn
gerles ol wlathes thetwean certinng

- ofghe Armed Forces and the Police _

are  detrimental to i

‘droge, Ta”

the 14ch, 15the 16th, [ 7th and [8th
Detember in-Vaelvettithurai, on the

© 16th December at Yagavilan junc-
tion and on the - i7th December'

at Palaly. According to informa-
tion received, large numbers: of

shors 'and housess have beep dess -
trayed and set op fire. The actions
of the Goverpment: Agent, laffna;
in the face of their situation, has'

been h Egth commended.

lust ag rumour was used to spread
‘razialism, divide the population
and urge them on to kill each other
in Augnst 1977, we can see an at-
tenpt being made to stir up racia-
list fesling by spreading similar
rumours today. A letter bearing
the stamp of a high Police official

whizh Is supposed to have beep .
{ circulatag throughout Police Sta-

tlons alse brings to mind the inci-
Idents of August [977. Since the
gayarnment has not yet taken any
~defipite steps regarding such Ip-
cidents, the doubt naturally arises
a5 to whether the government
lends its concurrence to this situs
atlon.  Persons who have access
to madern equipment have also
bagun to ‘rones apd distribute
‘literature  which ~arouses Sighala
chauvinist feeling. At a time when
the pecple are fast reashing the
stage’ where they ean no losger
‘shoulder the' burden of the socias

.economic  crisis * which ‘has beep °

‘folsted upon them by the stata,
fan sattsmpt can be discered to
divert the atantion of the popula-
tlon away from their sltu:l.tlon lu
‘this magper. :

Tha JypP strcmg'lr condemqs this
programme of astlon on the part-

of the government  and’ protests

agafn& suzh activity, while- calling. ..
upon the:State to halt the repres-. .
adopred . by t the .

_Police.2nd she Armed Forges-agae -

Sian 0 Mmairureg
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¥ on thé ohd Bagdiand the Tamps
°% speaking * people on the other,
have been reported; bn ' the Sth.
:of December Iy Jaffuz téwh, on'

" ingt the Tamfi: people immediately.
“The JVP. which appeals to ‘the
Sighala’ and Tamil' working people '
of this muntry not to be led astray
by "activities ‘directed towards the

arousing of " racialist feelings, con

© demps ‘the actions of racialist orga~

nisations and individuals' in stire
ring up racial disharmany and calls

upon all organisations ‘of the warks"

ing class to come forward to com-
- bat this situation. 5

The Tamil people of the North
“livé In constant fear due to hare
- rassment by the Police and the

Armad Forces. Any visitor to the

Jaffpa peninstla today can see the
Tamil-speaking people of the North
living in a state of terror coms

Land Acquisition Act (Chap-
ter 460) as Amended by the
Land  Acquisition {(Ameand-
meant) Act No. 28 of 1964,
Notice under Secticn 7,
Ref. No. @&/3066.
The Tands described in the Schee
dule below have been acquired.
For further particulars please see
the Gazette of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of 'Sri L-pka
No. 18 of 05/01/1579—(Pare il
Schedule
Situation of Land:
In the villages of Bapdattara
and  Parasadugala, Gapgaboda
Pattuwa (South). Matara District
Name of Land :
Edandegawakumbura, Midel
lagahakumbura; Palamalanga’ In-
dura, Edajidegawa Livadda,
Watakelya Attakgmbura, Tham-
bigekumbura, g
bura.
Let & Plan Ne.:
Lots numbers 1 to 15 in Pref-
minary Plan No. 8-5[775.
G.S. Ediriwesrg

Acauiring Officer,
Matara Districe _

The Kachr.heri. T
Marara { ; >
20”_.2”97_3., :

Malayakume




garghls to that which effected pooe
pla all over tha country In April
1970, While we stropgly protest
against the use of terrorism by the
state against a section of the popu-
fation. of this country upder the
pretext of combatting the terro-
rist activities of a few, we call upen
the government to call an immes
diate halt to these actions.

Lionel Bopage

Member of the Politbureau
Janatha Yimukthi Peramuna

People’s Liberation Front,

#4, K. Cyril C. Perera Mawatha,
Colombe 13,

26.12.1978

LETTER S

The CTB

- Bie,

The steep rise fn the price of
petrol will compel many more to
travel by bus. This will create a
situation for which the CTB Is
totally unprepared. Some of the
long-distance bus services, Colom=
bo-Kandy for instance, are quite
commepdable. But the City sers
wice is in a pathetic state. Promises
of a better service are periodically
made, but the peality is longer
queues,,more crowded, dirtier buses.

There are many bus-halts, even
Important ones like those in front
of the Fort Rallway Station, with
no Indication as to which buses
stop where, The main bus station
In the Pettah does pot even have
route maps for sale. :

The buses are so crowded that
buvlng a ticket Is a problem both
for the conductor and the passens
ger. Theré will be some measore
of relief If the CTB introduces,
for those who want iz, a flaterate;

monthly ticket-valld-lor-opy pufs.

, v

»

St e

i et of trips, on. sy foute withls

a cerntalp radius from the Fere
This has proved very popular in
gountries that offer this facility.
The CTB has proved itsell to be
thoroughly Insentitive to the needs
of commuters ‘and ncapabie of
providing an adequate Cley gem
vice, It Is a disgrace to the country,
and if allowed to centinue, will
prove to be a llability to the Cov-
erpment. It is high time that the
Government came to the rescue
of the bus travelling public by

permitting private buses op City

routes, The CTB should be happy
to share with someone else a bure
dep it capnot cafry.

Er. James Cooke ©.M.1.

$t. Jos=ph’s O.M.L Seminary,
26, Groen Path,

Kohuwela,

MNuzezoda.

26th Dee.'78

—0— —0— —O—
Telephone Rentals

Sine

With the Intended inePesge in
the telephone rentals from thls
year, the pestal department antls
cipates to reap three fold the re-
venue it used to get; but if 2 out of
every three telephones are re-
turned, the revepue will eontinve
to be the same or boupd to be
fess and the Honourable Minister
of Posts will be with Alice n
Wonderland. 1 strongly supgest
to kim not to count the thickers
before the eggs are hatched. [t

- might even lead to killing the hen

that lald golden eges. Is the tele-
phone 3 luxury meant for the elite
or 2 otility meant for the seavene
ge# aven! This Is an era of sneed
when even televisien ls to be in-
troduced.  An ambulanee- may
have ts ba gommensd, or the

fire brigade, Semetimes wectrl
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ciy bes €0 bn swiced oft te s

© 0 many lives. Are thesa luxutes!

The 30 called afich] velephones
are maintained ®t the expense of
the private subscribers. s W fale
on the part of the Charmists
Government to explelt shem %o
this extent? '

Il ne faut pas vendre la peaw de
lours avant de [lavoir twe i

{Dan’t gell the skin of the Beaf
uptil it Is killed) ¥

H. D. Patrick Jinadass °

Gampaha.
ist January 1979.

& & §

Soldiers in Iranian
City Dafy 'Ofdan

Tehzran, Dec. 18.

An Iranlan army unfy guanding
the route of a big anti-Shak
demanstration was recalled ta
harrazks to=day In tha porths
wastarn  city of Tabriz after
some man refused to eder |
offizers’ orders, a senlor offily’
s1d. The incident, the frst §°
known case of its kind In monthe
of political turmoll, appeafsd-§
ta be tha most gerfous In o
day of mourning called by the
Sush's opponents for about 100
seople killed in distarbances
In other towns last weak.
Shons In Teheran were shat |
In what & sanfor Western dip-
lomat dasscribed as “'a- vefy, [
very total respense” to a-ene fu
day striks, ealled by raliglons
and political Oppesitien leaders.
The capital was without news |
papers and sugaf. Cooking g2 | -
was short, and queges ferma’ §or
for several hundred matres eot- |-
side gervice gtatlons. i

=Reutar and AFP.
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IN THE TUB

by Diogenes

. The True
. Christian

Christmas has come and Christ
mas. has gone and Diogenss saw
all the merriment, as he lay in
his Tub contemglating on the
ways of men and the nature of
things aud projecting his mind
through the centuries. The Church
bells' have been rung, the ecarols
have been sung. crackers have
been lit, the cakes have been eaten,
greetings have been exchianged and
the stuffed turkeys have beep de-
voured.  The Master Wondered
whether men and women were
celebrating the birth and life of
some Bohemian playboy whose
memory stirred them to let them-
selves go with food, drinks and
dress on the birth of Christ who
gave the most inspiring and beauti-
ful message to all mankind—a
messaze of love, peace and goodwill,

hristmas comes but once 2
year and when it comes it brinss
good cheer. Yes, but to whom
and to how marv, qunstioned
Dingepes. Glad tidings are proc-
laimad by the merry-makars and
like butterflies on the wing, they
were nreaching peace and  eon-
tantment to the people immersed
in the mud. Christmas is over
and the same Sermons have been
preached in all the places of wor-
ship year aftar vear but the preach-
ers and the preacked can never
make the world a batter place
for man. The stesples and the
spires of the churches g0 on point-
ing towards the skies without
meaning or purpese like so many
tired hands which no longer have
the strength to be clasped in prayer
for peace and goodwill among men.
i .

TR_!BUNE. January 6, 1979

“Do not lock up Christ in the
churches,” the Master was heard
to whisper, “open out your hearts
for Him to enter and live with
you. Live in the presence of Christ,
understand the megsage of Christ
and let it get into your soul, blood
and bones. There is no half way.
You have to go the whole way to
love your fellow beings. Realise
the  Christ-consciousness in you.
Totally accept that message of
positive humanism.
inner voice within you. There
can be no compromise. The king-
dom of God with all its meaning
rational or otherwise is withip
you. It Is not in the skies. It is
while you live. The churches are
no Mmore and no less thap places
where men and wonien meet in
Christian and that' means humape
fellowship. The churches preach-
ing the message of Christ can no
more mean to’ be for those only
who profess Christ. Their doors
will be thrown open to all map-
kind. - The message of Christ is
not only for those who are ealled
Christiaps."”

Christ preachad a Upniversal
Religion. It  was never his in-
tention to found' a sect and to
divida man. He was the greatest
humanist, thke world fias seen
whose noble message has inspired
many A man and womnn to totally
sacrifice  their lives in  positive
sarvire to their fellow beipes.
Chrigt taught the Oneness of Man
and he saw no difference between
the lews and the Geptiles. Every
human being who realises Fis true
self and lives with his inner cars-
cience listening to that inner voice
lives the mesgsage of Ckrist. You
can: call him a Christlan if you
like. It matters not if you don't.
He lives with Christ and Christ
lives with him.

On the other hand all the merry
makers this seazon de not live in the
presence of Chrict. Thev do not live
the message of Christ. They can call
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Listen to that-

- Cricified AL-X'mas.

themselves Christian if they like but
they know mot Christ nor does Christ
know them. [t matters not that they
call themselves Christians.

They think they are on vwisiting
terms with Ch-st when they attend
church and scme fear not to be on
visitng terms with him. But the
true Christian is on talking terms
with Him and keeps Him in piscons-
cience. It matters not whether he is
born a Hindu, Moslem or Buddhist.
Christ is not crucif.ed during Easter.
He is crucified during Christmas.
Herod failed to crucify him' at birth,
but those who profess Christianity
have succeeded where Herod failed.

Such were the thoughts which
passed through the mind of the
Master, and the Master himself
did pot know whather these rap-
dom thoughts were wrong.

SPOTLIGHT
A Sense Of
Proportion
by Canax
A  survey of the couitry’s

fertility rate made between 1946
and 1955 by a Cepnsus Dept. team,
and published recently, showed
that the number of women in the

. 20-24 age group who postponed

marriage in favour of employment
increasad dramatically from 299%
in 1946 to 619 in 1945.

| don’t mean to find fault, but I
happen to know 2 woman who
was part of the 299 way back in’
1946, and she has an entirely diffe-
rent story to tell. She was in love
with her cousin, but the horos-
copes didn't match. | The marriage
brokers brought in at that stage
failed to come up with a horoscope
that  matched hers. “Actually,
mother urged me to elope with
my cousin, but father wouldn’e

8

©



) ‘Whither Greatiess |

hear of it,'”" she conflded, Naw
that, | believe, must surely have
had an impertant bearing en our
fortility rate at the time, but |
find that the Cspsus: team says
pothing about it. Just imagine,
if you ean, what our fertility rate
would have been If we had no
horoscopes to believe in.

| also could not help wondering
why thz team lost Interest In 1265
after spending 19 ‘years on such
an absorbing subject. So [ took
up where the Census tecm left off—
snd my findings are somewhat
diferent. On the employment-
for-marriage point there now seems
to be two distinct schools of theu-
ght. Almost half the women |
polled were quite categorical sbout
the reason why they choose. to
‘give marriage a miss. Said a spokes-
woman for the group: “Having
geen our kind who are full-time
housewlvas, we decided that If
we were going to be treated as

. .slaves, we might as well get paid

for it.*

The rest of the women, the
other half, were candid enough
to admit that they sought em=
ployment for the express purpose
of “eatching” 2 man, as one “of
them phrased it. Golng on the
law of averaga-, explained another,
the chances were greater of a girl
finding a husband at work than
“if she stayed put at home. “You
then come across So many men;
it's easy to trip one up sooner
or later without his even noticing'
ghe said. Indaed, more often
than not the men ended up éon-
vinced that It was they who had

done all the chasing—a point which, .

all the girls agreed, suited them
ﬁ!.n 3

i have also dlscovered some-
thing which 1 belleve .the Census
team didn't. aven know existed.
.1 hava actually found many women
who have, in fact, thrown up thelr
lobs to marryi amly they. weuld

R

-
of

glde-effects.

' with

rather ‘not walk abeut It much,
which Is understaadable.

Like the Cansus team, | toe found
a marked preference for small fami-
lies. | was however intrigued by
the team’s conclusion that the ute
of eontracéptive devices wag *‘very
negligible’” and was not the reisen
for thz smallness of the familles.
So | talked to a young wife who
had two children in six years. Of
course, she fayvoured birth contral,
but did not like artificial methods.
Instead she used plain language
because, uplike some devices which
were often unreliable, she found
the word 'NO’ to be absolutely
safe snd totally effective all year
round, with little or no unplessant
It might be a good
idea, then, to spread the word,
bacause it consists eof only two
lotters—and  pot abbraviations,
elther.

My findings tally with the Census
team's about the high Birth rates
among certain races and in some
districts, which 1 find quite dis-
turbing. Pve tried hard, but In
vain, to get through to Mr. Cyril
Mathew who | know ean work
weandars with vital information such
as this. | would have liked him to
take the credit for this, but in the
circumstances I'll take It myself
and strongly urge tte government,
immediate effect, to 2llow
marriages also only on a strictly
proportional bagis to ensure that
the population ratio of multi-racial
Sri Lanka ls maintalned at current
fevels and not upset by thoughtless
love, specially ameng the mine
rities. 2

A leading statistielan, now re-
tired, who listened to my idea,
maraly shook his head and gaid:
“We'll only end up with a let

"' more bastards than new, | guess.”

v
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A LEARNED “MISTARE"? -

 Professor .
~ P.P.G.L. Siriwardens

by James T. Ratwam

The Hansard of [1 Decoms
ber glves & werbatim report of
the proceedings In Parllament
relating to  the accusations made
against Tami]l examiners of the
University. This copy of the Hanserd
is guite sn interesting and raveak
ing dotument deserving of the
widest publicity, especlally because
the pertinent details appearing in
this Report seem to have been
omitted in the accoupts given by
the daily press.

The upshot of this debate was
firstly, the opposition (not sur-
prising) of Mr. Cyril Mathew to
an Impartial enquiry into his char~
ges and seconcly, the firm and
falr stand taken, on the other hand,
by the Minister concerned, Mr.
Nissanka Wijeyeratne. He was
not only ready to enquire iInte
the matter himself, but was alse
forthright in condemning certain
Yofficials” In his Ministry, whe had,
he deplorad, “extepded to the
previous Government the secrecy
and exclusiver ess” which he did
not expect “to be prinriple - which
officials should follow." Cnpe of
these "officials’ wag obviously Pro-
fessor P. P. G. L. Siriwardene,
of offce as Vice-
Chapcellor has pow ended to
the great relief, | am gure, of the
Ministry.

An  “uphappy" incident I
the career of Dr. Siriwardene
was brought to the potice of Par-

llament by Mr. Ragalingam and Mr.

Sivasithamparam.  Hig “friend” Mr,
Mathew tried hard to explain it

" away, but he enly made eenfusion

worge confounded.
The faces of

this affalr are
Fven below, . o

TRIBUNE Jaspoaty & 1999



The 1964 Report of the Céuncil

of the University of Ceylon listed
two research publications from

the Radio Isotope Ceptre as follows:

“N. Rajapakse and P. P. G. L.

Siriwardepe: 'Tha_ Fiigh tRange
of radiophssphorus labelled Culex

fatigans  in Ceylen'. Bulletin
‘on Radiatlon in Entomology,
Internaticnal  Atomic  Epergy
Agency, July [963.

N. Rajapakse, P. P. G. L. Siri-
wardene and D. A. Weerasekera:
A method  of tagging Culex fati-
gans and the activity of the Emerg-
ing Adul's. Bulletin on Radiz-
tion in Eptomology, Internatienal
“Atomlic Energy Agency, Septem-
ber 1964."

This information was, to give
his own words, “sant to the Annual
Report of the Council,”” by Dr,

- Siriwardena himself.

Following the publication of
the Annual Report, the newspapers
seem to have given further pub-
licity to this ac'ievement. Op
learning of this Professor Stanley
Dissanayake D.Sc. (Lond.) of the
Faculty of Medicine in the Uni-
versity had protested in a letter
to the Dean of the Faculty of
MNatural Sciences that the re-
searches done by him and Fhis
brother  Professor George Dis-
sinayake have been claimed by
Yothers' viz.,, as would appear
from the Report, by P. P. G. L.
Siriwardene, N. Rajapakse and D. A.
Weerasekera.
ricus charge the Dean of the Faculty
'of Madicine had in 2 letter dated
" 15 March 1970 even refused
“to serve on the Advisery: Com-
" mittee to co-ordinate the work

of the Radio Istope Centre.

oA lively discussion ‘took place
at a Senate meeting in April 1970
and Professor Siriwardene eas
called upon to apswer. He admit-
ted that:

- TRIBUKE; Jaisary 6, To79

- the Senate held on 26

Following this se-

(1) It was he who sent this in-

formation -for publication in the
Annual Report of the Council.

{(2) That he did so on information
given by Dr. Rajapakse, '

(3) That it was a ‘‘mistake on
his part” pot to have verified
this information submitted by
Dr. Rajapakse,

At a subsequent meeting of

May 1970
the Chairman announced that
Mr. Siriwardene had informaed him
that he had written to the Uni-
versity of Ceylon stating that an
“error’ had 'been made in the
report submitted by - him and
requested them to make a cor-
rection in the Report.

What an “error”! What 2 “mis-
take”!! How is this diferent from
being a ‘“'plagiarist’” or an “im

Li
poster™’? 5

While the learned Dissanayake
brothers have continted to do
further researches and aclieve
signal distinctions in the acade-
mic field, Prof. Sirwirdene seems
to have contented himself to rest-
ing on his “laurels” and playing
politics since that ill-fated year of
our Lord nineteen-hundred-
and-sixty-four. However, he was
found worthy enough in Sri Lanka
to become a memorable (and
hanourable) Vice: Chancellor indeed!
Belleve it or not!

CYCLONE [978

Lessons To Be learnt

5 by R. Kahawita

“The Tribune goes back to 1954 when

we exserianced another cyclone.
The worst affacted areas were again
in the North from Chilaw onwards.
The damage to property was muczh
but to [ife ‘was npegligible. Thers
was the threat of a cyclone in 1977
and Sri Lapka escaped it by a peck
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and the werst of it was In Tamil
Nadu. She had two visitations
within two weeks.

CYCLONES in our region have
become frequent in recent years. The
1978 cyclope—fourteen years after the
terrible 19564 cyclone—has caused
havoc to life and property, never
experienced in Sri Lanka heretofore,
The path the huricane followed,
as reported by the Metereological
Department, was almost North
West. Striking at Batticaloa it
maintained its destructive course
towards Mannar and crossed over
to the Sub-continent.

The damage to life and property
in its wake canpnot be visua'ised
by us livig In Colombo and others
in non-affested areas. The pews
raporting or the Radio did not give
much material to  visualize the
damage and the suffer'ng  of the
peorle who went through it. Even
with such seanty information the
people of Sri Lanka have rallied
round the Government in a genersus
scale to share and help the unfortu-
nate brathren inan unprecedented
manner. Help pouring in from the
Weastern and Developed Countries
is also fantastic and magnanimotis—
magnanimous in the sense all barriers
have been trans-ended and the
foramost deslre is to halp man in
suffering. Considering the wav how
the rest of the world has reacted to
the suffering of our people, one
bagins to think, that disasters of
this nature ars just nricks or pinches
‘to remind mankind "“one mess of
man’’. It pricks the ronstience of
man, where resides his falth and
balief in a force beyond his ken.
Man can do nothing in such confronta-
tions, except to strengthen his
belief that his capacity to save
himself does not exist. His survival
Is beyond his control. Se he forgsts
all the man created barriers, caste,
race, creed, nationality, richess and

. poverty, political divislons and such

other devices for survival and force

0



Cyclone (978

man to gather together to share
and alleyiate the suffering of others.
So let us be convinced that these
are reminders to man of his limita-
tions.

How violent the destructive force
of the cyclone cannot be experienced
unless one was caught in it. Even
at the periphery of the fcore of
the cyclone” considerable damage
has been causad to property, though
such damage in these areas have
escaped the notice of the Govern-
ment dua to greater concern of'the
Government in the more devastated
areas, where suffering is the greatest.

A FEW DAYS AGO | happened
to be in oa2 of thasa arsas— about
20 miles North of Kurunegala. In
the couple of villages | passed
through, several trees have been
uprooted, particularly, Tamarind,
Margosa, Cadju, Kapok, Jak and
some shallow rosted juqgle trees
aroupd the homesteads of the people,
Some of these trees have fallen on
the houses,
injury to the occupants and their
. ma3gre  balongings. Pratically all
the village huts constructed in
wattle and daub have collapsed due
to the beating rain aad the forcs
of the wind. Many roofs have got
blown of where the walls stood the
battering. . To illustrate how
systematic the dastruction has bean,
in an around the village | hang out,
thera were three blacksmiths serving
the “hardware’’ needsof the villare
folk. | went roun? on the 2Bth
in search of these Simithys to get

some work doae and found the all .

the thrae places had benpn rizad
to the ground with all the working
tonls under the dabris of the work-
shops. Their consslation was—"All
have suffered the sama fats, so
what to do, let us bear it togather."
Practically all the housss in these
villages have sufared and as their
huts gave way thay moved into the
school buildings and other hatter
class housss if they had not suffered
by the force of the gale.

1

causing damage and -

The centents of the houses they
lost might not be much, but what
they say, they lost thzir cooking
utensils, the Kalagedi, the Ethiliya
Muttie ete, viz the essaptials they
use to. prepare their food: To
rehabilitate these people, these are
the wares that should be moved
into the area to enable them to
cook ‘whatever food they can find.

In this area, the damage to roads
apd public works are also consider-
able—a major irrigation channel
maintained by the Dept. has got
washed off, the rushing water
through the breach has eaused
considerable damage to the paddy
fields with a standing crop or just
sown, then another tank In' the
chain also has breached, washing

‘away crops and houses that stood

in the way of the rushing water, an
apicut—a diversion structure across
the main river has been out-flanked,
maisily brcause the controlling gates
were not open, the water rushing
down the channel has breached in
several places.

IN TH!S AREA, verv small indeed,
compared to the places that were
in the path of the cvclone, the
aggragate damage to private and
public property mav be in the
region of four to five lalkhs of rupees,
and loss of “maha crop” may be
assessed around: five thousand asres.
To undertaka restoration work,
thare Is no village level orginisation
to gat into astion in an emergency
of this nature. Evarvbady is awalts
ing, some at the disastar snot, asg |
have seen, the arrival ‘of “Niladare
Mihatmava' to assess the damage
and commence restoration opera-
tions.

In the good old days, there ware
the villaze lavel officials—the Paace
Officer, Vel Vidane, Gam-Vidane,
Aarachi Ralahamy, all liviag in the
village and with a stake in  the
villaze. So-they organised them-
selves to start rescue work, repair
the. damaged, call out voluntary
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gervice, collect financial assistance
and as the work of restoring to
normal life was started immediately.

That system of “on the spot
officialdom and authority”’ we
destroyed legally in the name
of progress and subjected
the village organisation to a
-system which the people do
not understand. So Wwe
have to wait till things

- move out of Colombo, arrival
of Intarnational help etc. What
some of the village folk told
me was, what they want is a
supply of pofs and pans to
prepare their food—food they
can find—there is still & spark
of human kindness left in our
village folls so they say and
they know best.

After what | have seen and ex-
perienced in this. small area; we
have to take a sacond look at our
development programmes and how
we malntain and repair the works
completed, may be housing, roads,
irrigation, schemes, public bulldings
and all these appeurtenances we
scatter in the villages to improve
their lives, maintenance and repair
of what we have completad Is as
important or more important than
adding more works to our i}wen-
tory, many a diaster may have been
avoided if regular inspections and
maintenance were carried out,

AT THE PRESENT DAY we seem
tobe mainly concerned with develop-
meént and construction at the ex-

. pense of maintenance. So with the

seasonzl rains, winds and even in
normal times the new works added
to our list begin to decay. . It ig
necessary now to lay greater emp-
hasis on miintenance, more men
and money on maintenance and
repafr.

The Government should also ook
into the re-introduction of the village
level admin'stration that waes before
the new system was_intruduce&. The
old system of village level administra-
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@on way changed for peiifticel reasons.
“N mey hove bBeen @ good move to
- ifyhva home [17 the village the Importanca
"“of politicar--adherence In contrast to
“#fficial, social or economlc alleglonce
‘80 a villoge resident. But in the final
* @nalysis” village level allegionce to

oae of their kind is advantageous for

@ver-all benefit of the residents.

The Government should give
gerlaus consideration to re-Introduce
the administrative crder that was
there before the new system wag
folsted on the village. The need

_for that syscem becomes evident
~ bn sltuationg of the nature we are
weperiencing after the cyclone.
" Yo deal with the situation expedi-
tlously, on the spot, information ls
“mecensary. This was readlly availa-
" Bleunder the old system and schemes
" of officialdem at “the Head Quar-
" ters” took notice of it. When the
_ village official was In the village,
he was ene of them and he had to
takn quick actiop, i he did not he
sould notlive In the village—so ha
 was allve to the needs and how and
who should bBe given the help firse.

S Whatmr the reassn may be,
. thege village folk must have a voles
_In the village to be heard at the

higher level. The man who lives

and works ‘with them updarstapnd
" them better than an allen who s

there because he is pald to do so.

He hag no attachment to the villara—
" Mg Interests are elsewhere. This
" 1§ why the presant svstem has net
' produced results 1o “create better

e in the village"’,

" %o fit us ds some rethinking and
" gwe how the old system can be strecme
,Wned meet the new aspirations of oup
_ villogs foik.

o o o

HELD OVER

The third Instaiment of
Mkl Chakravartey's Ching
| Revisied will appear next week

* SRIIR, foart &, (979

TH! CYCLONE 'fHA‘l’
SHOOK BATTICALOA

On The Night Of
23rd November 78

by
K. Kanapathipillai
B.A., F.R.CS.

The cyclone came and shook
the Battlcaloa District on the
Eastern bulge of Sri Lapka from
Verugal in the North ta Ofuvil
in the South, apd its track, it was
estimated, had a width of 120
miles In diameter. From the ex-
tent of the damage caused it may
be surmised that the ‘Eye’ of the
depression passed over the town
of Batticaloa causing the worst
damage to the town and its immie-
diate environs, that it had a north-
east and northerly compenent in
the first lap, and that It had a south-
eastern component in the second
lap: that It was the most ruijous
and deadliese natural calamlity ever
experienced In living memory in
Sri Lanka,

On 23rd November, somewhers
about, noon, Radie Ceylon annoe-
upnced that there was an atmos-
phenc depression forming in the
Bay of Bengal off the Eastern Coast
of Sri Lanka, and that it was tra-
velling at fifty miles an hour In
the direction of Battealoa. Im-
mediately after the apnouncement
on the Radio there was a loud
thunder clap in Batticaloa at about
ene p.m.; and it wag observed that
the entire sky was covered with a
thick and even pall of leaden grey
clouds and the wind was blowing
from north-northeeasterly quarter
and that It came in heavy guges:
in Intermittent violent blasts. By

- 4 p.m. tha entire sky dome wag

overcast. The previous day at
about 3 p.m. three giant fish hawks,
harbingers of sterm, squeaked apd
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screamsed and squawked and wara
seen high up In the heavens an-
nounting, apd In a3 way, forecasting
very squally and dark weather the
next few days. At 4 p.m. the gusts
thet came from the North nad
veered to the north-east, and
then to the south-east, and the
blast was In no way the ordinary
type of blowing' that was usually
experienced In this part of 5ri
Lapnka. It was an unusual weather
phenomenon. At first the softer
and sappy vegetation like plantain
trees succumbed to the blast.
They fell on one another heiter
skelter, like a house of cards.

Then the sky assumed a lurld
grey, never before seen on an
evening sky:; the blowing freshe
ened and came with gale force
and the effect could be obgerved
on the crowns of coconut trees
that swayed to and fro, and shook
and quaked as if handled by 2
mighty glant who had the destrue-
tive intent of twisting them eut
of their deeply rooted trupk.

Still the people, lethargic ahd
complacent as they usually are In
this part of Sri Lanka, dldn't take
the warning with any degree of

gerlousness and In earpest, and
went about dolpg thelr wsual
round of activities. Says a lady
teacher whoe had Just returned

from school: *“Hearing that fish
was available at a very cheap price
at the Batticaloa Sand Bar | braved
the squally and wet weather
boarded a Bar-bound bus and hav-
ing alighted at the spot bought a
fairly large quantity of fish for
a mere gong. for  the flshermen
were in A hurry to dispose of their
wares as quickly as possible, and
scoot off to their huts, and took
it to a frlend’s house to have It
ghared and distributed among my

eolleagues. The wind was blowing

with uncommon fury st § pm;
#nd the line-bus could not proceed.
I got out dpnd took the shortest
&yt 80 my friend’s houss. Butl
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Cyelans Reopmrangs
gould not procsed even u few
yards. The wind was 20 strong
that It would have easily blown
.me off my feet. Fearlng that | might
be hurt by falling trees and terp
off branches, and hurtling pleces
of tiles, asbestos sheets and debris
that came flying on the air like a
thousand darts, | went and stayed
in my friend’s house which was in
no way a safe place to stay, A num-
ber of us remaiped huddled up
under a small area of sheltered
roof fearing that none of us would
be able to see the sun of the
following morping. It was a most
gruetome ! experience; nay an
ordeal.”

At 6 pm. It was blowing with
added force and violence., perhaps
at elghty miles per hour. Entire
trees were uprooted. Even such
“strong and tough giants like the bo,
banyan, the tamarind, the neem,
the mara and cassia trees were
- turned and twisted like the king-
post of a ‘Checku’, and uprooted,
snd fell in confusion one upon
gnother. The cocorut trees in
the villages were torn off their
base like tepder blades of grass
and lay upon one another in a criss-
cross pattern; so that the follow-
ing morning. when it dawned and
day light crept in 3s if upwillingly
and spread over the entire lands-
eape, It was one vast chena of fallen
trees and tangles of telegraph and
electric wires that resembled tough
lianas.

One could scarcely believe one’s
eyes; not a tree stood unshaken
_ and erect and not a bullding re-
_ mained Intact and unaffected. Even
the blggest and strongest buildings
guch as the Kacheheri, St. Michael’s
College, St. Mary's Cathedral, the
Hospltal, the Post Office, the
Publle Library, the Town Hall,
the Bank of Ceylon, People’s Bank,
the Ramakrishna Misslon Ashrama,
the YMBA, the YMCA etc., had lost
thelr roof tops: the asbestos sheets,
ghe flat tlles, the galvanized gheets
that covered them haviag besm

|

eomplesely doin off. Thess Bulbd.
ings covered with the ecountry
type of hall round tiles seemed to
have resisted the cazat of the blast
with less damage.

As one saw the day on 23rd
November coming to a cloze oft
this God-forsaken easterp sea board
of Sri Lanka, one felt rupning thro®
ugh one’s spine 8 ‘creep” and chill
that damped one’s spirit and gave
one a sense of a blasted hopeanda
strange and Inexpressible fore-
boding that left one with a far-
away feeling of being completely
forsaken. The blasts that came at
6 p.m. were perhaps the flercest
that one might have experienced.
From 6 p.m. till about 8 p.m. it blew
at a speed of 80 miles an hour or
even more, at 8 pm there was a
sudden lull that lasted about half
an hour. And every one had some
lurking feeling of relief and thought
the gale had spent itself. There
was 3 sigh of -reliefl In everyone
who happened to be a victim of
this first Jap of the fierce blast.
Broken tiles, asbestos, sheets and
corrugated galvanized sheets and
alumipium sheets lay scattered all
over the place. If one got out of
one’s dwelling place one would
have found it very difficult to pick
one’s way through the fallen trees
and the tapgle of electric, tele
graph and teleptore wires and
fallen derisg and broken tiles. In
its first lap the gale had come from
the north-porth-east quarter,

Then once 2gain the blast ezme
swirling and whirling; this time
from the south-south-east quar-
ter, It czme with added fury, It
was surmised that it blew at
100 miles; perhaps the flercest
in the recorded history of the
Batticalon Districe. It was a2 most
ghocking experlenes that lasted till
4 a.m. on 24th November. Only
these who experienced it know
the herrors that forces of nature
perpetrated that night. As cne
‘remalned huddied up with moe's dear
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#nd nett ontg Gnder & Fickewy il
zable, or perhaps clinging te & well
with one's bady pressed agalnsh
its dank and cold surface aeme
eyeptually developed the .petlem
in ene’s mind that the end of the
world had come. Ope could heat &
loud boom, new and again & hedvy
thud; the creaking of galvanised
sheets and the seamming #nd
heavy banging of doors snd wia*
dows, the creaking and groaning
of the beams and rafters; the
erashing 2nd cracking of timbers
and the falling of walls. Showars
of broken tiles and the shooting
of spray that beat through the

bare roof were all that ene fek.
One's limbs ached, the back doub-
led in its posture seemed to crach
under the strain of a colled wp
form. The mind filled with the
worst of horrors; of the end of the
world, of parting from one's neaf
snd beloved ones. These are the
inherent trepds In eone's feeling.
It would be too rash to Yentufe
to describe the sensations that
surged through one's mind. Thers
were the elemental forces st full
play, in ull ther fury attacking from
above; and there was a continuots
stream of icy cold water under®
neath every ene’s squatting forme
Every one was sozked to the skip:
shivering and benumbed to the
very marrow of one’s bones. One
felt that the end of the werld
had come, and lest zll hopes eof
greeting the sun of the morrow.
Leave alone the vigorous and the
healtky and the young who could
have braved the horrors perpetra
ted by the wind and the rain. Bus
how about the Infants, the aged
and the Invalids? As the roofs of
the bulldings of the General Hoe
pital ‘were bared the patients hed
to bs huddled en ths groumde
floor and some for Instance, n
the Hospital at Kartankuddy died
under crumbling walls.  There
were seven casudlties In thip Gpd
fm the VC buildings. -
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The people who wera worst
affseted were those in the -coastal
villages of Sittandykudy, Eracur,
Amirthakali, Kalladi, Kalladi
Uppodal, NMNayalady, Kattankudy,
Araipattai, Kalawapchikudy, Eachi-
antivu, Kolkadichelai etz A
tidal drift came into the lagoons
and eroded the coastal aress, and
in consequepce the water level
In the lagoon rose by zbout seven
feet, . Says a Te:hnizal Asgistant
resident in one of the Govern-
ment Quarters of the Kalladi
Beach: "l was sensing the strergth
of the blast that came at ahout
5.30 p.m. lt was very fierce: it was
very strong; it became dark all of
2 sudden; | was in my quarters
with my wife and children whep
the salt spray from the sea at a
distance of quarter of a mile came
Into my house. | tasted it. It wag
saline. Somehow or other | felt
that a tidal drift was spreading
over the beach. Thers was salt
water in my living room. Then
I. had the presejice of mind to
scoot off with my wife and ¢hildren
to the main road; the Batficaloa-
Kalmunai Trunk road. | took shel-
ter in a friand’s house at Kalladi.”
A jeep driver working In the
Department. of Highways had his
quarters just on the back of the
Engineer’s office, All of 2 sudden
at about 7.30 p.m. there was water
in his house and before he could
evacuate, it had risen to four feet.

A burgher youth living at the
Burgher Colony at the Kalladi
Beach had the following tale to
tell: “1 was in my hut Wwith my
aged father when the wind ecame
at about 7 pm. There was another
‘family of four persons who sought
shelter in my home. The wind
was so strong that it brought heayy
loads of sand. It pricked us like a
thousand needles. Our feet were
bruised; our limbs seemad to be
torn off their joints. As the gale
gained fresh force we were com-
pelled to flee to another house;

f
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a safer place. It was a distance of

a few yards that we had to covar,

But the wind was so fierze apd
blew with such great fury that |
had to abwydon my agea father
on the way, and scost off for dear
life. Tha family of four that came
with me died havigg been caught
under a falling wall. The following
moraing at about 4 a.m. | went in
search of my father's dead body.
| found it half buried in the swnd:
but to my surprice | found that
he was quite alive.”

There is no doubt that had not
the wind diraction changed from
N.N.E. to S.5.E. atidal drift as high
as I5 feet would havs swest away
the entire coastal belt: batwaa
the Batticaloa lagoon and tne sea,
Fortunately, as is usual with cyclo-
nicgales, the wind veered and the
water that piled up in the lagoon
returned to the sea bursting through
the sand bar. The Savarithurai
Causeway over which the road
to Mantivu is laid, has besn com-
pletely washed away: apd the
following morning people eoming
to the town had to be farried
across at an  exhorbitant rate.
It must be known that therz are
humap sharks that wait for a cala-
mity to prey cn their fallow mep.
Such are the unconscionable traders,
government officers and looters
and way-layers. [t is thoroughly
shamsful to narrate here the story
of even refugees who hacked and
sawed and broke schoolfurniture
and used it for firewood: and
other vandals who have deprived
schools of all their furniture apd
even laboratory equipment.

Ruin heaped upon ruin in one
single messy mass of trees and
trunks and branches of brokep
tiles and ashestos sheets, and the
debrig. of shattered apd erumbling
edifices. Heans and heaps of shard,
of broken bottles: and cans, of
looted and broken and damaged
refrigeratars,

other valuable equipment and
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Cyclone Reportage

hotsehold belopgings: The sight
presented to“an impartial observer
the foilowing moruning was the
most pathetic imaginable. Tlou-
sands of people were left homelass
and shelterless.  They had very
little left to say: this is our own.
One very energetic lady teacher
and equally enterprisicg husband
who had, througn sheer hard work,
built up a neat little cottage, and
invested on a few acres of cocoput
I:nd said: “We are reduced to
paupery today. Yesterdsy we were
worth a lakh of rupees, if not less.
We have enly this wet rag of cloth
to eall our own.””

It would appear that the end of
the world had come for all of them.
Children and old people died in
hundreds. The death tell for the
whole district -may be estimated
at 2 1000; apd this is 2 very modest
figure. But the number of human
Jives lost is low When compared
with the fierce aspect of the forces
of nature that turned out to be
man's adversaries,

(To be Cencluded)

52, Angle Road,’
Batticaloa.
18.12.78

BATTICALOA CAMEOS

Cyclone And Alter

John B. Kumarakulasinghe

December 3,

54,000 houses, 949 of schools,
coconut and mango trees, fishing
hoats, 40 CTB buses, hydrel and
tele lines, in Batticaloa district were
smothered and rendered topless by
the cyclone that lashed the East
ceast, with its 150 mph. savage
fury. Sinhzlese, Tamils, Muslims
and  Burghers experienced the
faultless impartiality of the savage
force of the wind, during the
pightmare of the November 2324
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Cyclone Reportage

night. The cyclone became the
great equaliser. Op the morning
of the 24th Batticaloa district could
not be identified.

When relief poured in through
governmental generosity, thers was
no official or village level orga-
nisation to haudle it. The inflow
increased. And on the l4th De-
cember, that is twenty days after
the disaster, deputatfons from Ched~

dypalayam, (10 miles south) Aiy-
thimalal, Kannankudah, Karuwa-
pe._kerny, Karadiyan Aru and

peripliery hamlets split their woes.
That evening a Grama Sevaka was
arrested, when the Police unear-
thed, bales of gift clothing from
abroad in the garden, and he has
been remanded. This man, Is
probably small fry. There should
be big fish, who should have kept
the fry along the orderly lape.
Its time. those who couldn't avoid
such misappropriation are them-
selves, stripped of their powers.
Administrative  inadequacies, in
not having statistics and priority
plans have wrought' havec. No
planning is conceivable. Mot even.
the best government, can escape
the wrath of the troubled masses,
if it persists in holding the deli-
very monopoly. Thinrs must ba
placed in the hands of the mxs-
ses, in the hands of youth volup-
teers apd religious units.

December 6,

Statisties on cyclone damage was
not available even when an Ameri-
can team of benefactors, wanted
them. Such ipsensitive planning
will take relief to the wrong hands
and erode the base of rehabilita-
tion work. Doling out relief on
the roadside—has become a gamble,
and the peedy are ignored. Relief
must go to the hovels and homes
of the victims. Donpors should be
the Distributors, with local volun-
teers.

The  Jayanthigama = Buddhist
€entre, is doing a nice job Ip fair,

i5

‘were laid low.

equitable and speedy relief. Roofs,

clothes and food have been issu~d- -

through  voluntsers—the = youth
of the area and the urge for pil
fering Is mipimised to negligible
limits. Elsewhere Grama Sevakas
and Co-op Managers had been
arrested for crimes agaipst suffering
humagpity, A home-to home deli-
very system, however cumbersome
it may be is the one fool proof
way to maintaiy the disnity in
relief work. This avoids the hor-
rors of queues, where a full family
can take up places and nobody
seems able to do anything about it.
Goverpment Servant's aren't
the answer, in the rehabilitation of
a ravaged Society. Social workers
and local volupteers should take
over the relief lines. Grama Sevakas
should neyer be asked to make
issues. Pilfering by officialdom
is‘allowed to pass upnotired. Apd
opposition by the less articulate,
carry reprisals from the officials.

54,000 houses are reportedly
damaged at least 50% on - the
average. 909, of coronut trees

Almost the same
percentage of Mango apnd Jak
trees suffered. All 610 Fishery
Dept. housas are un-inhabitable.
Edgar Fernando, Secretary to
the Minister of Fisheries, visited
the area and introduced com-
munalism into the sanctity of re-
lief. Sixty percent for the Sinhala
and 40% for other Fishermep,
was his recipe for reli=f. He would
have to keep his commupal aid
with him. He will no more be al-
lowed to undertake such work,
the Justice Mipister said at last
week's conference.

Schools had suffered to the
tune of 2 millions. An attempt to
take over Vincent Girl's High
School because the Lady Pripcipal
wouldn’t permit removal of tiles,
has been shelyed. At Vanthara-
moelai MMV  the Co-ordinating
officer was at a gala party, when
the tiles placed that morping were
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stolen. 949 of PTA (Pa';rzut-Teacham-
Association) constructions were da=.
maged. The Sighala MY's Nissanka
Block, is in shambles. The mate-
ria's used by the PTA Contractor
was found to be below specifica
tions. But he will continue play-
ing about with PTA meney, with
the connivance of a few individuals.
Ministerial moves to. castigate and
kesp out such PTA committees .
must ; follow immediately, if the. .
school buildings are to be pre-
served, Batticaloa's older (and
the oldest colonial replicas) defied
the cyclone bravely. A team of
Enginesrs must submit a report
and the contractors responsible
should be punished. The officers
connectad with the supervision of
tha constructions must have their
share of punishment too.

Dacember 10,

* has
cyclone,

‘been
her

Battizaloa District
disfigured by the
peasants  displacea, her houses
swept  away, ner coconut trees
gone. Relief is low, lopsided and
vigdictive. Barticaloa District has
harder days akead. The unusually
fierce Monsoonal r2ins and winds,
would interfere with roofs. The
lagoor: and sea would be rough.
The farmers
vital arms of the district’s economy
would have to be rehabilitated—
and that toc soon.

It is very unfortunate, the item®
Ised sum of eyclone damage ‘is stitl
not known. It §s more upfortu-
nate that the delivery-lines of
Relief are a partial failure. Co-op
Manpagers, and two Grama Sevakac—
the key points in the dslivery pro-
cess have beep arrested and re-
manded, for apprepriating the
Relief supplies. It is most unfortu-
nate, that social gervice was pot
allewed to flow. Officials mono-
polise the delivery lines. And 909
of the ravaged areas, have all pet”
got thelr dues still.

TRIBUNE, January 6, 1979

and fishermen—the .



la the Pottuvl elociorate and In
Sinhala settlemants there has beeq
eemmepdabla oraerlinsss, In
the sclentific delivery of relief.
Here the village youth leaders
and Rev. Hangurapketz Somananda
Thers, the Chlef Priest of Jayan-
thipura Buddhist ceptre; must be
commended, becsuse every victim
has a roof over his/her head, and
they have their quota of all food,
Including milk, warm clothing and
cadjans. There are Tamil volup-
teers and victims, who have seq-
sed the sanity of controlled ais-
tributlon. The Chief Prisst does
it; with "“his" ghare, for destitute
callers, as well.

The Rural Development Orges
misations must take over and the
petrol-consuming officials must get
back to their desks. Officials have
‘ro business to arrogate to them-
selves, the right of the village
velunteers, in this business of pot
appropriating relief, meagt for the
needy.

There are dark days aheads
The victims would have to be looked
after, for quite some time, with
mainly food and monetary assis-
taace. The Siphala Race, have
bespn Batticaloa’s major rellef do-
" pors, who rushed lorry loads.
The “Eelam’ lovers saw Opposi-
tion Leader Amir for a few days,
“amidst them. And he could not,
poor man, see the damage In full.
He still does not have she statisties

of damage, that means all the folly

In Planning, development and come
memt, I or out of Parllament.

The ¢yclone: has generated hie
man feelings of extreme sympathy.
The Sinhala, Tamils, Muslims and
Burghers have been unlited thro-
sgh a crisls.  This happy trend,
would be blasted, If Edgar Fernandos
eeme round and dole out the In-
human, communal-relief, the vice
timg of a common dlsaster. The
gycle bad no communal blas. Se
showld Edgar Fernagdo, the leme

TRIBUINE, Jomuary 6, 1999

interioper, whom. the Justice Mints:.

ter K, W. Devanayagam, swore
(with other MPs aszresinz) would
not be tolerated in the District,
on such vindicative misslens,. that
make marcy, false,

It would be good plapning if
fertilisers, seed paddy, tractors,
tanks and channels are all in good
shape for the post-cyclone hopes
of survival.

'Else, there Is danger ahead.

CUBAN ANNIVERS ARY

The Granma

Expedition

by
Ana Maria Ruiz

Havana,

The arrival of the yacht Granma
at the eastern coast of Cuba op
December 2, 1956 ranks among
the most outstanding evepts in
this history of the Revolution,
which  will sosn celebrate the
20th anmiversary of its conslusive
victory. The Granma expeiition
launchad the final phase of the
armed struggle against Fulgencio
Batista, waged by the Rebel Army,
with the support cf majority
sectors of the population. The
training and preparations for the
voyage were carrled out in [955
and 1956 in Mexico, rallying point
for the Cuban revolutionaries after
the attack on the Moncada fort-
ress in Santiago on July 26, 1953,

As a consequence of that action,
Fidel Castro and a large number of
attackers were Imprisoned for two
years, after which they were ob-
liged to leave the country and go
to Mexico due to the repressive
situation in Cuba. Preparations
for the expedition confronted many
difficulties deriving from the clan=
destipe conditions In which they
were belas carrled out spd che
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Hmhed rescurces avallable to the
revolutionaries. The yache Granme,
bought from a North American,
had been built in 1939 for rela
tively short pleasure voyages, with
capacity for 20 passengers and
crew members. However, no obs-
tacle proved to be insurmountable,
and In twe mapifestos to the
people of Cuba, July 26 Movement
leader Fidel Castro reaffirmed the
decision of the' revelutionary van-
guard to continue the struggle
begun at Moncada.

On MNovember 25, 1955, the
craft left from the Mexican port
of Tuxpan Veracruz, loaded with
the members of the - expedition,
large amounts of additional fuel,
arms, upiforms, equipment and a
minimal supply of food. The mem-
bers of the expedition Included,
besides Fidel Castro, Erpeste Che
Guevara, Raul Castro, Camilo Cien-
fuegos, Juan Manuel Marqu-z, Juan
Almeide, Ramiro Valdes, Jesus Mone
tane and others. The characterig-
tics of the yacht, the overloading
to which it was subjected and
adverse weather conditions, caused
gerious difficulties, including a 25
percent reduction in ¢peed, which
naturally increased - the est'mared
travel time. That eventuality
meant the failure of one of the
fundamental premises of the tac-
tical plan, consistivg of effecting
the landing on November 30 ip
order to coincide with an uprising
in the eastern region organised
by the cells of the July 26 Move-
ment.

At the time of the Grenma
eplc in Cuba there was a cirtical
economic political and social situ-
ation triggered off by corruption
and the policies of the regime of
Fulgercio Batista, who after seizing
power In 1952 "through a eoup
d'etar, inevitably bowed to forelgn
Anterests and Impositions.  The
rublic , debt amounted to 800
llemm pesons (dollars), the maly
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geonomic gectors and

in Te Dafies 06

wers controlled by United States
interests and regime repression
included the indiscrimipate killiags
of citizens. :

The members of the expedition

had a3 their main objective to
reach the mountainous region of

the Slerra Maestra apnd take up

positicns there to wage a pros
lenged war. ©On December 2
the craft arrived at a spot called
Los Cayuelea, near Los Colorados
beach. The swampy terrain
and profuse vegetation of the area
impeded the advance of the re-
yolutionaries, who were loaded
with weapons and other equip-
ment. Notlfied of the landing,
the regime lifted constitutional gua-
rantees in Orients province and
launched a press campaign backed
by US news agencies on the failure
of the expedition and the alleged
death of its top leaders.

At the same time, regime troops
were sent te the zone apnd on
Decenber 5, they surrounded the

revolutionary force in the lorality

known as Algeria del Pio. Forced
to withdraw, the Cranma reyolu-
tionaries lost their way in the
midst of fields of tall, closely planted
sugar-cane.  Due to dispersion,
many of them were left alone, or
in tiny groups. In the days to
follow, a large number of comba-
tants were discovered by regime
troops when they attempted to
make contact with the other re-
volutlonaries.  The military re-
verse at Algeria del Pio, the Rebel
Army's baptism of fire, resulted
in combat experlence for the re-
wolutionaries and a reaffirmation
of thelr decislon te fight wuntil
sotal vietory.

Co-gperation by local pmtntt’
many of whom jolned the revolu-
tlonary force, played an Important
rols In the survival snd resen-
tounter of the members cf the
sxpedition. With tha'mala pucleus

of the Graamia cfew teunited, oa
December 215, its members began
ta advance towards the highest
2ones of the Slerra Maastra, where
they %et up the main center of
revolutionary activities wgsil the
Japuary 1, 1959 victory.

CHINA—US

long March Te

Normalisation

W. Llonel Fernando

December |6th 1978 will be
remembered In world history as
the end of the “long march’ for
normalisation of relations between
the People's Republic of Chin and
the United States of America
Talking of nermalization, one re-
members the days oi the CO-
COM the Advisory Committee for
Trade with Communist Countries
and its Sub-Committee the “CHIN-
COM” dealing specifically with
China, Those were the days of the
embargos on China and the Eisen-
hower-Dulles campaign to keep
China out of United Mations.

The verbal warfare between the
two countries, especially during
the early years of liberation, re-
ceived wide publicity in the western
press, mostly in Hongkong where
the press to a hundred per cent
was antagonistic to the Mao re-
gime. Backing a policy statement
ag “US and Red China", issued
by Secretary of State, lohn Foster
Dulles, | remember the Ilengthy
editorials in the Hongkong press
particularly in tha Hongkeng Standard.
In one of Itg editorkls en June
30, 1957 on “'Dulles And The
Flowsrs That Bloomed”, the
Hongkong Stendard, commending the
text of the speech to its readary
sald: “It Iz a worthwhile Sundey
afternoen raading because itg forth.
right amalysis of Commumist Chins
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and He beld ewposition of - the
American attitude clears away much
of the fuzzy thinking on the Red
China question. A clear . cut,
categerical and dynamic statement
of American policy toward Red
China hag beep sorely neceed In
view of the confused and conflict-
lng views which pow prevail
in Washington. Part of this con-
fusion was the result of President
Eisenhower’s lcomments on' the
question of trade with Commu-
nists which led people to believe

_ that the Upited States was op ths

verge. of back-tracking its Red-
China policy and taking up a more
compromising posture toward Pe-
king. Such an impression has done
Ameriea harm In Asia. It has caused
her Asiap allies to doubt the stead-
fastness' of American policy and It
has prompted the faint-hearted in
this part of the word to waver
anew in their resistance to Com-
munism.”

Then It went on to say that the
speech came at “'a crucial moment
to coupteract these perpexities and
to inject a much-needed mea
sure of confidence into the hearts
of America’s allies in Asia.. As
the Secretary of Sta'e, he spokes
on behalf of the Eisenhower: ad-
ministration 2nd his speech ' un-
doubtedly carried ‘the approval of
the fullest support of the Presi-
dent. His speech, therefore, was
not merely the expression of Mr.
Dulles’ personal views but a formal
exposition of American ‘policy. By
far the most Important portion
of Mr. Dulles' speech ‘was the

arpraisal of the status of Ceme

mupjst rule op sthe Chinese malpe
land and elsev here in the world.
He sald: ‘We capn corfidently
bace our policles on the assumption
that  Internatlonal Cemmudiem's
rule of strict conformity Is, I
China as elsewkers, a passing and
not a perpetual phase. We owe
It to ourselves, our allles 216 the
Chinese pecpls to do all that we
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€an do to contribute to that pas-
sing.” :

“Thig,” the editorial said, “was
a statement of basic policy of the
Upited States.  He said it with=
out the slightest minci;g of wards
and he apparently wanted the
Peking regime to be fully and
correctly informed on this point.
Such a clarification, while| it may
not be palatable to Peking, is ugeful
In destroying some of tha illusions
and misunderstandings which may
exist amang the Chipese Com-
muqists and some of the miidle
headfed ‘neutralists’.”  Continuing
its langthy editorial, the Hingkong
Standard said that the Dulles’ state-
mant takan as a whole had twe
mtin objectives. Ona of these
ohlectivas, the editorial said, was
exprassed clearly, the  other was
imnlied. His first objestive was to
“tall Amarica's allies in Asia that
the Upited States is preparad to
carry aut a policy towards Red
China that is steadfast, that is not
subisct to chasge either ta comnly

with the wishes of Communism

or  bacause of Amariza’s maman-
tary whimsy..This is an imnortant
declaration because a steadfast po-
licy will provide a rallving. point
for the free nations of Asia. It will
enable Americ’s Asian allies to
co-ordinate their own policies with
those of Washington.  Such ' a
close  co-ordination between the
United States and her Asian allies
is indeed the basiz requirement
for a strong united front in the
resistance. agiinst Commupism. Mr.
Dulles’ second ohijective which he
maraly implied is the epcourage-
mant his spaach will give to those
perople on the mainland who were
bold encugh to veice their opposi-
tion, against Chinese Communist
rule. The storm of criticism against
the Pszking resime has thus far
brought no offieilal response or
en~ouragement from abroad. Mr.
Dulles® speech was the first one
which gave a firm voice of support
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to all those who oppoese Com-
munist rule.agpd contribute—how=
evar little—to its passing. It is
this implied but no less defi ite
encauragement t3 the opponents
of Commun'sts on the mainland
wiich makss Mr. Dullzs’ spesch
not only a significant srat-ment
of policy but a timely azt of dip-
lomatic tactics duripg a erueial
moment in trouble-laden Red China.'"”

Dulles’ 'speech made when the
fourth session of the First National
People's Congress was in progress
came in for close scrutiny by the
NPC | wis in Peking then. Vice
Premier Chang Han-fu, who was
a'so the Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs, focussing attention en this
speach referred to “‘recent fanatic
outcries against the Chinese peo-
pla". which, he said, ''the agres-
sive group around Dulles in the
US had s=t going in order to bols-
ter up its already bankrupt policy
of hostility toward China” Re-
ferring to Dulles' speech, he said:
“This. vicious attack by Dulles on
China, just at this moment, came
becauge US war policy had become
more and more uppopulir. Dulles
stepped in to confuse right and
Wrong so as to cover up the US
intrigties for armed asression, es-
tablishing military bases apd threats
of war in the Far East.”” Reealling
the ‘US *resord of  succsssive
armed agresssion,” Chang Han-fu
said: “lt had unlrashed the Korean
war, buttressed the Fren=c colo-
nial war in-Indo-China while work-
ing to replace France there, esta-

_blished military bases in the Phi-

llippines and contrel over Its
economy and policy, helped Britain
in its ‘cold-blooded suppression
of the independence strugsle. in
Malaya while trying to raplace
British rule there, earried out sub-
versive activities in Tibet and has
encroached on Chind’s territory
of Taiwan. Emphasising that “vitu-
peration and slander would not
stop China from advancing and
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growing stronger’, Chang Han-fu

“said “Dulles does pot understand

that it Is not withiy the power
of the US to bar China's friendly
contacts with other countries. In
the short period of eight years
sinee its founding, the CPR has
established formal diplomatic rela-
tions wicth 27 counties, trading
relations with 68 countries and

. friendly contacts with over a hun-

dred.  This has contributed to
friendship among the people of
various countries and to relaxing
world tension in a way that Dulles
could hardly imagine.”

Continuing, he told the NPC
that the UN itself was the first
to suffer “from the with-holding
of Chipa's lzg?] place in the UN.
It has not been ‘able to settle many
important international problems,
particularly those conserning the

Far East and Asia, due to Chipa's

absence. “Dulles looked on the
denial of recornition to China as
his trump card, but without this
recognition, the Chinese peorle

still live quite well and in future

will live still better and no foree
on earth could prevent China
growing stronger day by day as it
travelled the read to socialism®
The US aggressors would one day
discover, to their loss, if they
persist in their policy of hostility,
it is they and not China that would
come out badly. “Contrary to
Dulles’ desires,’”" he told the Con-
gress, “the trade embargo has hel-
ped China’s ectonomic indepen
dence, strengthened its co-opera-
tion with the socialist rountries
and provided good conditions far
speedy progress in socialist cons-
truction. At the same time coun-
tries allied with the US had lest
many chances of mutually bene-
ficlal and equal trade. Now one
after apother they are showing
upwillingness to follew US policy:
and the US is chasing them very
obvicusly to prevent them from
slipping entirely from its contro'y

]
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It is entirely up to the US to res
cognise Chinz or pot. The Chinese
people will never beg for such
recognitfon. They will never
waver their opposition to the per-
sistent US policy of hostility to-
ward China, encroaching on Taiwan
and carrying out subversion against
China.”

After these almost prophetic sta-
tements, Chang Han-fu referred
to Dulles’ “worry” that recogni-
tion of Chipa would “immensely
discourage' the bourgeois rightists
within the country on those anti-
socialist and anit-communist
party actions, he had placed his
hopes on. Dulles has openly prai-
sed those rightists for their ‘brave
words' implying that it is the duty
of both the US and the rightists
to strive for a ‘passing’ of the socia-
list system and Communist Party
leadership. ~ With these remarks
Dulles had simply exoosed him-
self and the intrigues of subversion
in China. This ‘worry’ on the
part of Dulles is upnecessary.
Despite non-recognition of Chipa
by the UN, the rightists, anyway,
have immansely been discouraged
through the withering exposure
to which the; people had subjected
them and they will coptinue to
meet with complete and thorough
failure,”

This is now part of history. The
“fight'” then was centered on
recognition of China by the United
Nations which the US persistently
blocked and the creation of trade
barriers against China which was
also spearheaded by the United
States. Ag time went on the trade
barriers had to be removed and
China’s recoenition by the UN
became 2 reality. Yet the pormali-
zation of diplomatic relations bet-
ween the two countries dragged
on till the Eisephower-Dulles  re-
gime was out of office. With the
advent of the Nixon-Kissinger re-
gime, the cold-war between the

', .

two countries ceased, attitudes and

approaches changes. Chou Ep-lal,
China’s Prime Mipister with Lis
persuasive diplomacy “coaxed’’ Kis-
sipger to ‘“see’” Peking which was
followed by WNixon-Kissinger talks
with Chairman Mao and Chou in
Pekirg. It remains to the eternal
credit of Chou Ep-lai for creating
the correct atmosphere for these
meetings and but for his death In
1976 pormalisation  may
taken place earlier. It was left to
Hua Kuo-feng and Teng Hsiao-
ping on China’s side and Carter
and Vance on behalf of the United
States to continle negotiations
from where Chou En-lai-Kissinger
had left and make it a reality within
two years of Chou En-lai’s death.
It is now left to Tepg Hsiao-ping,
the trusted Deputy of the late
Premier Chou now a Vice-Premier
in the Hua administration, to fix
the stamp of authority on th-i
agreement when he visits the Une
ted States at the end of this month,

The npormalisation of relations
between China and the United
States besides stabilising werld
peace and strengthening commerce
between the two countries, will
enable the thousands of Americans
who have been walting in the queue
for 2 long time to wvisit Chipna to
¢o 30 pow. It hag also, ence and
forever established the position
of Taiwan as part of the mainland
of China. This agreement will
also enable China to go ahead with
its “modernisation’ plans without
the threat of an immediate war
having over its head. -

Hundreds of Ambericans whom
| met'in Peking during my tour of
Chipa in July-August this vyear
were keen that the doors of China
should bte made wide apen to the
rest of the world to enable them
to know the developments tzking
‘place behind the “bamboo curtain®.
There was a time when foreisners
were pot wanted in Chipa. That
phase has chanBed and China wants
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more foreigners to visit China
and have a clear picture of what

is taking place behind the “bamboo

curtain”. In the past, a;;d | belicve
it is so till pow, oply 2000 visas

-were allowed a year for Americans

to visit China and under the pro-
totol no ipvitations to wvisit Chipa
could either be issted to Ameri-

‘eans or accepted until pormalisa-

tion became a reality, The Ameri-
cans | met in Peking, though seme
of them were members of the Sijjo-
American  Friendship  Astociation

had to foot their own bill for the

visic which included passage up and
doewn—2 lot of money. as they
told me,

Dr. Harold €. Hinten, Pro-
fessor of Political Science and Inter-
national Affajrs of the George
Waskington University—a leading
specialist on US foreign policy
and tke triangular relationskip bet-
ween the United States, the Peorle’s
Republic of China and the USSR,
who was in Sri Lanka early this
month for 2 talk on “The US-
Sinc-Soviet triargle and South Asia"
is himself waiting for "the orpor-
tunity to visit China. It was inron-
ical that Prof. Hinton, a specialist
of the ‘“‘triangle’’ could speak on
China and yet has not seen China:
He was returning from Taiwan
after touring the other countries
of the region and his attempts
made on three occasions to get
vica for China had failed. He and
many others like him will now
find access to Chipa made easy.
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CHINA TO END FRIEND-
SHIP TREATY WITH RUSSIA

Brussels, Dec. 3,

China has advised some Gove
ernments of the North Atlistic
{(NATO) alliance it intends shortly
actipz to end the 30 year Sipo-
Soviet Treaty of Friendship, Alliance
and Mutual Assistance. Diplomars
attending NATO's Council of £ore-
ign Ministers, who reported this
on Thursday, sald Peking was pre-
paring formally to tall the Sovist
Union of its decision by Fabruary.
The informants who declined to
be named, said their upderstanding
was the Pekinz-Moscow treaty laid
down that either signatory must
‘have 2" year’s notice of 2 wish to
end It. The pact was signed in
Fabruary 1950. To some extent
China’s decision has seemed to be
inevitable for some years—since
the two giant commupist nelgh-
bours burs®loose in an ideological
dispute in the early 19505 But
formal Chinese denunciation of tha
treaty, signed -when Mr. Joseph
Stalin was Premier, would repre-
gsent a political act of extreme
symboliz imporeance. NATO au-
thoritles take the view the Chi-
nese are keeping the allizs in-
formed of the state of their rela-
tions with the Soviets as part of
an effort to Improve political
sconomle and other forms of co-
operation with the West. This
¢o-operation, the Chinese hope,
would Include the purchase of
defenslve arms and techpoelogy and
negatiation of credits, =AP.
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SOCIALISM  iAS
IN CHINA
Peking, Dec, 10,

A wall poster yesterday vehee
mently accused socialist society of
failing to feed its citizens. "“Tens
of thousands of people do not

pAnED

. have the means to clothe themselves

or eat,” the poster affirmed. “What
has happened to your communist
humaspitarianism?” = “Go to the
devil, you who, only (communist)
soclety,” it sald. The poster,
written in simple characters, was
addressed to the “gentlemen, ladies
and misses of the Peking City
Government.”” The poster said,
“We comrades in misery want to
take our destiny into our own
hands, we want to be the masters
of the country. Go to the devyil,
you who only fatten yourselves
on the people’s blood and tears..
..The people want pancakes to.
soothe their hunger.” The paster

‘appeared on “Democracy Wall” at

the Hsitan Street intersection. Ano-
ther poster on the wall ironically
reduced political developments in
the last 12 years to a mathematical
equation: *“First bourgeols head-
quarters on cultural revolution equ-

-als second bourgeois headquarters

plus third bourgeois headquarters.”
—Reuter

CARTER_. ANNOUNCES
BREAK WITH TAIWAN. USA
AND CHINA TO RESUME.
FULL TIMES FROM JAN. |

Washington, Dec. 16,

The United States would esta-
blish full diplomatie ties with the
People's Republic of Chind on Janu-
ary [, severing diplomatic tles
with Talwan, President Carter an-
notnced in & dramatic television
address on Friday. The Chinese
Yice-Premisr, Mr. Teng Hslae-
ping,, wiil visie the US en lanuary
29 and Mr., Carter may make a
trip te China later. The twe seva-
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tries will exchange ambassadors
and establish embassies on March I
These were also set out in a for-
mal foint communique by the tweo
sides, which relterated the prins
elples agreed upon in the Shapghal
communique.
was the climax of rapidly moving
diplomatic activities and was te-
tally upexpected even the day
before. There was po hint of so
momentous a development when
Mr. Carter was askeg about ties
with China in 2 television inter=
view on Thursday. He had then
safid it wag the turn of the Chinase
leaders to visit the US apd that
the next move depended on Peking.
While agreeeing to establish full
diplomatie ties with the People’s
Republic, the US will meet the
three conditions laid down by the
Chinese. These are: withdrawal
of the small remaining military
force of 750 from Taiwan, scrap-
ping of the mutual defence treaty
with Taiwan and severing of dip-
lomatic ties with the Natiopalist
regime.

The only concessions from Pa-
king were minor ones. It would
allow the US-Taiwan treaty to ex-
pire on its own, without insisting
that the US abregate it imme
diately. Also the Pecnle’s Repubffl
has pot taken objection to the
US continuing arms sales to main-
taln the half-a-million stropng, Tal-
wanese army. The US would maln-
tain cultural, commercial and other
unofficial relations with the peo-
ple of Taiwan. Mr. Carter, In his
television address said, "In re-

cognising that the Government of

the People’s Republic of China Is
the single Government of China,
we ars recognising simple reality.
Wa do net take this Important
step for translent, tactlcal or ex-
pedient reasons.” In language

directed pointedly to the Soviet

Unfon, he added, “The normali-
satlorn of relatlons between the
US and China has no other purposs

The apnouncement
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than this=the sdvageement of

- :“z“i" :

The Sovist Ambassador In Washs
Ington. Mr. Dobrynin, was called
to the White House en Friday
afterpoon and told of the develop*
ments by the President’s National
Security Adviser Mr. Brzezinski.
Apout Talwan, Mr. Carter sald,
“| have pald special attention to
ensuring that normalisation of re-
latlons between the US and the
Paople’s Republic will not jeo-
pargise the well-belng of the peo-
ple of Taiwan." The US has been
trylng to get from Peking a public
assurance that it would not take

Talwan by force. but both the .

communique and US State Depart-
ment officials were silent on this
point. The reactien in the US
to these developments has been
mixed. Mr. Carter's detislon drew
support from the former President,

"‘Mr. Gerald Ford. Senator Edward

Kennedy and the Scpate majority
Isader, Mr. Robert Byrd. The
conservatlves led by Senator Barry
Goldwater, * denounced the move
a5 “'a guab In the back of Taiwan.”

" Here I3 the text of the joint

communique: “The US and China
have agreed to reconsider each
ether and to establish diplomatic
relations as of Japuary [, 1979,
US recognises the Government of
the People’s Republic of China as
the sole legal governmant of China.
Within this context, 'the people
of the US will malntain cultural,
ecommearclal and other upnofficial
relations with the people of Talwan.
The US and China reaffirm the
principles agreed on by the twe
sldes In the Shanghal communique
and emphasise that once again—

both wish to reduce the danger of

International military  conflict—
nelther should seek hegemony In

the Asia-Pacific or in any other

reglon of the world and each fs
epposed to efforts by sny other

country or group of ‘countries to -
establish such hsgemony nelthef

s prepared to megotiate on behslf
of any third party or to enter into
sgreaments or  upnderstandings
“with the other directed at othar
States—the US Government acke
nowledges the chinese position
that theres i3 but one Chind and
Talwan is part of China~bsth
belleve that pormalisation of Sino-
American relations is not enly in
the interest of tha Chinese apd
American peoples, but also cope

tributes to the cause of peace In-

Asla and the werld."

The US and China will exchange
ambassadors and establish embas-
sies on March I, 1979.

=M. Raviin Hindu

" oOe o000 o0c
USA-CHINA: INDIAN VIEW:
WASHINGTON'S
HUMBLE PIE

The decision of the US Govern-
ment to extend diplomatic recog-
nition to the People’s Republic
of China on January 1979 has come
twenty-nine years too late. The
People's Republic of China was
founded on October 1, 1949, and
very soon after, the Republic of
India recognized the reality of a
new state foupnded in the vast
eountry of China, after the total
collapse of the corrupt Kuemintang
regime. That was the time when
the US Administration was leading
the crusade against Communism
and the call for “rolling back Com-
munlsm’® came from Waghington.
Tt wae the US Adminstration which
propped up the KMT regime ip
‘Taiwan, propounding the mons-
trous fictlon that Talwan, in its
eyes, is the real Republic of China.
MNever In history has there been
such a stupld and illegitimate stand
" held on to by a power for so long.
Despita this insistence by the US
Administration to regard the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China as "nons
country’’s China played fts role—
sometimas sigaificany, sometimes

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org .

eorbulent="a tha affalrs of the
world. The US lItself could pet
escape faclng it as It had to at the
Geneva conference In 1954 and opn
many, other oceaslors. The atgempt
on the part of the dighards in
Washirgten to quarantine Chips
wias as futile and unreal as Kipg
Canute trylng to rule the waves.

lowly but irreversibly, the rea-
lity that is People’s Republic of
China forced itself upon the US
Adminlstration.. And one witnes
sed the amazlpng spectacle In 1972
when the President of the mighty
Unlted States of America had to
undertake a trip to Peking, the
capital of a country which his
Goverpment had refused to re-
cognise. From this point onward,

the US was only stone-walling

the inevitable. It lost its majority
against the entry of People’s Re-
public of China into the UN and
had to make a virtue out of a
necessity by falling in line with the
UN majority and acquiesce In the
seating of the People’s Republic
of China as one of the five permas
nent members of the Security
Councll. VVhat has been announ=
ced now Is therefore nothlng new:
it had to come and It has come.

From available Indications, the
visit of Brzezinski to Peking last
May could have clinched the issua
but for the US insistance that the
Chinese Government would have
to give a formal assurance that it
would not take Talwan by forcé—
a position which was . ebvlously
unacceptable to Peking shnce it
has always regarded, and correctly,
that Talwan Is a part of China and

_hew the Chinese Goverpment would

or should deal with it Is purely
an Internal affalr of China.

_For the US Administration, the
ignominy cof havirg to officially re-

‘eognize the People’s China is not as

gevere as lts humilisting defeat In
war at the hands of little Vietrem

‘w1975 when the US personnel had



to cscape by helicopter from their

Embassy roof in Sajgon at the im-
minence of the entry into the city of
the liberating Vietnamese forces. That
day marked the final and irretrie-
vable decline of the US overlordsnip
in Asia. This is a point waich is
worth reminding ourselves when the
US recognition of China is being
assessed.

For the Brzezinski school, the
present posture of the Peking Goy-
ernment provides a rationale for
this latest step, even if it means a
galling reminder for all the sate-
lites of the USA that it will not hezi-
tate to sacrifice them when it comes
to the comprlsions of its own power-
politics. The fate of the KMT regime
In Taiwan is one more example of
tne unrealichility of dependence
on the protection of the US arms.

In the world appraisal of the
Trilateral Commission of which
Brzezinski is a major protigonist,
the present policy stand of the
Paking Gov¥ernpment is welcome.
The Trilateral would like to rope
in China as 2 major arquisition
in its global network. The present
phase of the Sino-Soviet animosity
in which Peking regards Moscow
as the Enemy Number Ope is in-
deed a bonanza for the Trilateral,
To get a Communist coliptry to
ba at loggerhéads with apother
Communist country Is one of its
ohjertives, and pothing cheers up
the Trilateral partners more than
that they could eet China, the
country with the larzest’ mass of
porulation in the world, to set

itself in angry confrontation against ,

the greater part of the Communist
world particularly the Soviet Union.

It is this intransigencs on Peking's
part agiinst the other Communist
countries as also its demonstrative
bonhomie towards countries of black
raaction like Chile and Zaire,
which have to a larga measure,
taken the shine out of the prasept
- phase of China's. forelgn policy.

= TRIBUNE..Japuary 6,157

Historically speaking, the US . re-
cognition of China is a setback to
the vaunted prestige of Washington
in the eyes the Asian natlons.
It is only to be hoped that this is
not permitted to be exploited by
the policy-makers in the US Ad-
ministration for their own neo-
colonial world objectives.

—Analyst in Mainstream, New
Delhi, December 23, [978.
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IRAN

CONSTERNATION [IN USA

Washington, December 20,

The present situation in Iran is
something the Americans pever
bargained for, and the possibilities
of retaining the US influence there
have begun to receage, It is believed
that President Carter has expres-
sed his strong dissatisfaction with
the National Security Couneil,
State Departmept and the Intelli-
gence Seryices, which had failed to
predict or even anticipate the
present turn of events in Iran.
The  President’s disappointment
caused by inability of his officials
to properly evaluate the influence
of the Islamic (shiite) leaders head-
ed by Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeiny
on the majority of Iranfan people
and also by the total absence of
contacts with the Iranfan opposl=
tion within the country and abroad.

Balatadly, the Carter administration
is making urgent efforts to sustain
the US strategic, economic and

political interests In this region.

A special group on Iran consisting
the experts from the National
Security Council, State Depart-
ment and Secret Services was set
up on the State Department. This
group, it is belisved has formulated
recommendations, which are pow
being expeditiously fulfilled. For
one thing it is known that steps
have been taken and to put under
surveillance ‘franian emigrant orga-

nisations in the US, West Germany, .
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France, ltaly and other countries.
US Intelligence Serivices will en-
‘deavour to Infiltrate these, orga-
nisations. Meanwhile, because the
Military Government has begun to
arrest former ViIPs of the Iranian
administraation, and the US autho-
rities w-ill also do everything to
use its influence to prevent the
arrest of lopg-term US supporters
and in case of any danger to their
lives to organise thelr departure,
from [ran.

There is, consternation here that
demonstrations in Teheran and in
other cities of Iran are becoming
more and more strongly anti-
American. This has upset the US
administration a great deal. It Is
unable to find 3 way out of the
Iranfan crisis. And what is most
exasperating Is that all efforts to
utilise the mass media both in
the US and Iran, as well as in West
European countries to make it out
that all what happened in Iran was
due to the devilish work of “‘ip-
ternational  ecommunism,”  have
misfired. The maln resolution
adopted at the over-the-million
strong demonstration in Teherap
in December had stated inter alia
that the attempts by the Shah apd
the Amearican media to suggest
that ‘“‘internatiopal communism'
had infiltrated into the anti-Shah
movement were totally' and com-
etely groundless.

From A Spacial Correspondent

e e &
Teheran, December 20,
Accorjing to offizial lranian

figures, US investments in Iran
amount to well ahoye 4 billion
rials, which accounts for over half
of all forelgn investments in that
country, Over 300 US companies
and firms are listed among the
foreign companies in lIran. The
US alse tops the list in Iranian
foreien trade. Over a period of
1975-80, the US will sell Iran £ 10

2
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billlon ‘worth of armaments, at the

- same tlme buying from it oil at

the sum of ¥ 14 billion, which can
only mean that the profit from the
oil will, in effect, go to pay for the
armaments.  There are around

forty thousand American < “advie

sers’’ in Iran.

The question that will in=vitably
be asked is: will the US find it
easy to lose the privileged position
it enjoys, and to be deprived of
“the hen that lavs golden eogs”
for American moanopolies? Certain-
Iy not. ' Furthermore, the US had
recently supplied Iran with addi-
tional consignments of police ap-
pliances for fighting people de-
monstrating against’ the govern-
mant: viz.,, tear-gag grenades, and
all sorts of spacial helmets and
clubs. What is siepifisant, ho'w-
ever, is that a State Dapartment
spokesman should eoffi-ially declare
that such support given to a mili-
tary governmant was by no maans
inconslstent with the stand Ameri-

" eans take on human rights. Be-

gides, lest it should lose its grip
on Iran, Washington szems to
have decided to slowly esse the
Shah, hated by nearly all Iranian
people frem his throne. But this
was to be done fently in the spirit
of American dinlemacy. At the

height of one phase of the antl-'

Shah campaign, President Iimmy
Carter declared his support for
the Shah and, demonstrably to
prove that he meant it, raceived
the Crown Prince in the W'ita
House and assured him that there
was no danger to the Pahlavi House
and that the US would give a
halning hand to its “friend and
ally.”

Washington is, apparently., on
the horns of a dilemma that while
the US Presidant was shaking hands
with the Crown Princs, secrst
instructions had heen sent to the
US Embhassy in Teheran. it Is be-
lieved in policital circles here.

3

that should the army rise against
the Shah, no Américan intelligence
services inside the Iranian army
should intervene or try to pre-
vent it. In giving this order, Wash-~
ington was guided, it is said here,
by a secret report from American
intelligence organs, which gave ap
evaluation of the situation in the
army, The report, it is rumoured,
said there was need for strong

measures to be taken in the coup-

try, to forestall the danger of a
civil war and that an underground
“*Vandate melli’" organlsation was in
existence in the lranian army,

including the Air and Naval foreces, -
its nucleus made up of middle-.

rank officers headed by a genaral:
and that there was also information
that the dissident opposition lea-
ders in the army had sesrat eon-
tacts with the Shiite leaders Homeini
and Shariat Madari, who are he-
linved to have assured them that
the army uprising would maat
with the support of the popular
masses.

At the same time, throush its
contarcts with Saudi Arabia, Washing-
ton is te'ieved to have got in
touch with the Shiite l=aders to
assure them that if no changes are
made in Iranlan policy towards the
US in future, the US would with-
draw Its suprort to the Shah. It
appears that the Shah's inability
to controll tha situation In the
country, the army's discontent and
its readiness to rige araipnst the
Shak, as well as hig failure to gua-
rantee the contipuous oil delivery,
have eontributed to making the
US decide to discard the weak
ruler.

Political circles in Teheran are
convinced ‘that the US in its own
interests in this strategically im-
portant region of the world, has
made up its mind to sacrifice the
Shah. As an Eastern saying goes
“a live jackal.is better than-a dead
lion™. All things considered, it si
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Ali Amini whom Woashington has

_cast for the role of a lion. Al

Aminl is Washington's old and true
friend, known for his long-standing
ties with US ipfluential political
circles; of late, clearly with US
support, he was harping on the
theme that' he alope could cope
with the current difficulties, since
he would be able to come to terms
with the Opposition forces. Noth-
ing would suit Washington better
than to have its own man installed
in the seat of power. lran resem-
bles a \’mlcano that can erupt any
moment now. That is why the
money bags have lost po time in
transferring their capital . abroad
and quitting the country. Accord-
ing to press reports, about 50
million had leaked abroad annually-
The rats are leaving the sinking
ship of the Phalari empire. Angd
what about its captain? He has al-
ready set an example by evacuating
members of his family and thg
wealth “and treasures of the Ira-

nian erown.

There is also talk here of Wash-
ington showing one last courtesy
towards its friend and ally the
Shah. US Ambassador to lran
Ardestir Zahedi is sald to have
been told in Washington that he -
should hint to the Shah that the
time has come for him to move
to his castle in the Rocky Moun-
tains , a refuge and asylum that had
in good time been bought for him
in the United States. i

—From a Special Correspendent
i_n lran.

/-"Im--
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PARKISTAN-PERSECUTION oF LIBERALS

It Is & gad reflsetisn on the prestige 2nd standing of the Martisl Lew
Adminlstration In Pakistan that It arrests and puts on trial on devious charges
ali those who are bold enough to disagree with its policies, Such ections underming
intsrnational public confidence in the Governmant of Pakistan. The Martial
Law autharities will da well to ponder on tie fate that overteok governments
that racklessly arrestad even mildly liberal elemaents, especially in neighbouring
{slamic countries, under th excuse that even constructive criticism was tastamo-
unt to “subversive activities™.

General Zia had mada a bold 5id to wee and win the liberal and fairminded
intalligantsia of Pakistan. By persscuting and prosecuting indepsndent-minded
parsons lime Mazhar All Khon, the editor of the Lahkore waekly Viewpoint and
also the Secretary ef the Peace Council of Pak'stan, the Martial Law Govern=
ment of General Zia will alienate sympathies of peoples and governments in
many countries throughout the world.

Below we publish an editorial from Viewpolint of October 22, 1978. The®
importancs of this editorial lies nat only in its assessment of the prasent politica
situation in Pakistan but alsa in its remarkably couragesus stand as a critic of
the Martial Law Adm'nistration, showing the drastic curbs under which the eurnal

hes to be brought qut.—ED.

EDITORIAL: DANGEROUS

PORTENTS.

Lahors, Ocrober 22

As the mist of abscurantist con-
fusion
the atmosphere becomes more suf-
foeative, there is Increising con-
carn among serlous-mindad citizens
about the country's future—and
even its political viability. Claoaked
thinly in plous platitudes, con-
certad attacks are being made on
the fundimeantal concepts and aims
of the State—a democratie polity,
with a genuinely federal structure,
wedded to the g1l of an egall-
tarlan society. Although the mili-
tary reglme fis still pladzed to maln-
taln tha eopstitutlonal states quo
and Its inftial promise to the nation
to hand over powar to an elected
government as soon 3s possible
Is relterated frequently, its PNA
partners certainly do' not 'view
this prospect with equanimity and
are eqg37ed in a desperate struggle
to fortify their positions by de-
featine t @ objectives which gave
Martial Law legal validity.

TRRUNS, housey 6, 1975

continues to spread and

Haying stopped to aceepting ne”
minatad offices at the Centre,
as quid pre quo for unconditional
support to military rule, the rem-
nants of a frayed Alllance seem
determined to extend this ob-
rioxious pattern to the provinces
and ‘even to local bodies. As If to
explain their betrayal of democratic
intent, quaint theories are being
invented to counter the growing
public demand for early restora-
tlen of the Constitution, and res-
titution of the peonle’s politieal
rlghts. The sensible dismantling
of One Unit is mourned as a tragedy
=as if this undemocratic arranee-
ment forced woon an unwilling
people with baysnat-pewer could
havae lasted after the dictatorship
had been ousted or could possibly
be ravived without proveking a
eenvulsion. Plans 2re being hatched
for dismemberment of the pra-
vinees and resuscitatien of the di-
vislonal unlts scheme, with unien
councils a8 the base ef the pyramid,

A galaxy of publleists have be-
gun to denigrate parliamentary de-
mecracy for its Ineficieney 2nd
prochimg that eur pelople are

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

* The Wvrid Tedoy

fa¥ teo gullible te be entrusted
with the responsibliity of declding
the fate of thelr land. New for
mulae ara therefors, being com»
gocted to ratlon or centrol da-
macracy: and the first major amend-
ment to the Censtitution has
openied the doors to others that
may emasculate the system fene-
rally accepted by the people.

Mare racently, accompanying
the impesition of pre-cersorship
on n'ne journals, the Politleal Pars-
fes Act has been amended to ena-
ble the Goverpment te ban the
functioning of politleal parties that
do not coenform to certain princle
ples. [tg only saving grace Iz that
the ban will be gublect to a re-
ference te the Supreme Court.
In addition to the ban on 2n orga-
nisation esnsidered guilty of offand-
int the Act's new proviclors Its
office-bearsrs will attomatieally ba
barred from taking part In zny
political actlylty for seven years,

and even ordinary members wha

have been convicted of any offence
entailing 1mpr‘sor."inent for two vears
or more will bs disqualified from
being electad members of any
representative body for the sams
perfed. Some of the amendment’s
stipulations appear to be unex-
ceptionable, but othars are se
nebulous that they eould easlly
be misused to put In the dock any
party that is considered a threat
at the huostings to the ruling #roups.

For obvious reasens, in the pre-
vailing  elreumstances, economie
problems cannot he dealt with

-properly and, though the inflie

af the earnings of the Pakistap!

“labour abroad Is helping to keep

the country’s neck above the water,
the absance of clear-cut plans al-
lews little optimism about the res

. vival of any economlc sector. St

milarly, Inteenational problems

. of vital eoncern to Pakistan loom

larger and geem ‘to bs more ip-



’;?' “
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Understandably,  the  multic
faceted crisis Is viewed with con
cern bordering on alarm, and mapy
observers feel that if the drift is
not checked it may lead the coun-
try to disaster. It Is widely felt
that the situation calls for a broad-
based effort by all political parties
that have pot lost faith in democ-
vatic principles and are gepuinely
interested in finding 2 way outof

parties . and , groups, that upder
Mufti Mehmood's leadership, are
working assiduoulsy for purely par-
tisan or factional ends do not com-
mand much public support in any
region and cannot even pretend
to do s0. The main danger of
course, is that they are likely to
follow the present course of hang-
ing on to the coat-tails of military
rule and avoiding genuinely free

the present impasse. elections.

The latest suggestion in this
regard has been made by the Mus-
lim  League’s Secretary-General
who has urged all political parties to begin
and groups to take note of the grave among themselves,
dangers that face Pakistan and
consult with each other in order
to work out a plan to end the the main issues, they
continuing Tinstability. Although
Malik Muhammad Qasim' only
represents one faction of his party, mocracy.
his initiative yielding worthwhile
results. It needs to be kept in
mind that the combination of

It is, therefore, necessary forall
political parties earpestly interes-
ted in saving the country from chaos,
informal consultations
If during their
preliminary talks they are able
to discover common ground on
should
uncertainty and dispel fears of go on to convene an all-Parties
Conference of organisations com-
mitted to the restoration of de-
When such a meet
this should not stand in the way of evolves a consensus on a programme
that can end the existing stalemate,
it should be possible to mobilise
massive public oplnion in its sup-

)
MAZHAR ALl KHAN

Mazhar Ali Khan, Editor of Viewpoint, a progressive weekly published
from Lahore, was arrested by the Pakistan martial law regims on Decam-
ber 3. He has been enlarged on bail but according to a brief report
circulated by Reuters, the martial law authorities propese to try him
under the Official Secrets Act. Readers 2re well acquainted with the
scintillating and ohjective writing of Mazhar Ali Khan from the several
editorials ard commentaries reprodiuced in Mairstrecm from Viewpoint
from time time. In fact, discerning readers on both sides of the bordar
have been closely follawing this weekly for a balanced assessment of the
developments in Pakistan, particularly after the military take-rover op
July 5, 1977. Viewpoint has been consistently demanding an elected
representative government in Pakistan and eriticising repeated post-
ponement of the promised elections by the Chief Martial Law Adminis-
trator and Chief of Army Staff General Zia-ul-Haq, now also President.
Viewboint has been strongly critical of General Zia's nominated eivilian
administration and his proposal te incorporate in Pakistan's 1973 Cons-
titution a substantive role of the army in the governance of the country.
‘In any case, with its editorials and comments, Viewpoint could not have
endeared itself to the military-bureaucracy regime that rules the roost
in Pakistan ‘loda}‘

—Mainstream, New Delhi, December 9.
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port and, therefore, to persuade
the interim regime to give up ‘s
depepdence on the PNA's mini-
scule parties and base its policies

.on 2 programme that will* apps

roximate to the will of the people.

e i

SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

Dec. 14 Dec. 20

SRl LANKA CHRONICLE

DIARY OF EVENTS [N SRl LANKA
AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM
DAILY 'NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED !N

COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—
Ceylon Daily Mirror; CO—Ceylon
Observer; ST—Sunday Times; DM~
Dinamina; LD—lankadipa; VK—Vira-
kesai; ATH—Atltha; SM—Silumina;
SLD—Sri  Lapkadipa; JD—Janadira;
SU—Sun; DV—Davasa: DP—Cinaf athi
CM—Clintamani; WK—Wecekrnd;
RR—Riviresa; ENM—Eelanadu; /DPR—
Informatio; Dept, Press Release;
DK—Dinakara, ;

THURSDAY, DECIMEBEF 4:
Fifty thousand families in tle
Polorraruwa, Matale, Ratticaloa and
Amparai districts have been rep-
dered homeless and will have to
be providad temgorary shelter ac-
cofding to a committee ipVestiga-
ting the recent cyclore damage.
President said that whatever diffic
culties are epreuvrtered the neces-
sary relie! moasure to those affec-
ted by the c tlere apd flerds will
be contirued withcut lrtarrurtion.
The geverpmenrt will. not de-
nationalise the CTB and kard over
the service to the private secter
as rumoured in certain quarters,
the Minister of Trepsrort told
Parliament last night. , Thé laffna
police have interropated over 100
persons In conpnection with Jase
week’s slaying of two policemep
and the robbery of ovar ¢pe mil.
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BPoa F&sausﬂam v.he Bankat faflge
&CDN, ' Sri: Lanka has about' the
Jawast | ujiversity: dropout  fata
la ‘the world: according to the:
deputy registrar of- the university
the' dragout rate 15 less than two
per’cent.- Over 12,000 pE!'SGI'IS In
the' Batticaloa district alone are
still marosned as a result: of haavy
rali’ during the pagt 48 hours.
Ricé shops are to be opened In the -
city’and suburbs shertly to énable
codsumers to gat their tice at
fair prices—CDM. The government
fs to prohibit repalrs and racans-
trustion of buildings in areas ear-
markad for townships In the ey-
cloqe afasted areas: such peojests
will b2 allawed only with the ex-
prass parmission of the Comoaee
tent Authority of the arms, the
govargmant aecided yesterdav. A

ministarial committee hag haan an- .

pointad to study wavs of salacting
studants 0 the university on a
basig 'of the parsentage of com-
munitias.  Transpart Minister yag-
tarday Iadicated that there would
ba an iqcraase in certain rail fareg
shartly—SU, The airport at Palaly, -
Jaffna will ba comalataly clasad
far civilian air traffic: according to
this dazisian the Colambs-lafna
and the Trichy-Jafqa air garvices
will ba tarminated—VK.  Polica
have resalvad Information that many
of the [tems saat as aii te evelone
_yistims was being takan by un-
gerupulous persons for their own.
oga; thay have launched an Intansive
eambalen to hunt nut those guilty—
DP. .« UNP has declded to eondust
seminars all over the eountry on
govarnment  develsament projects
and Its success' te explain ‘to the
pesnle of government plans—DM.
1000 Agricultural officers will- b
racruited shortly.
will be -gpent annually to repalf
70 -taa factarieg and to build new
factortes~DV. = Revenue from tea
has gorie down by R&. 100 millions

bessuse of bad adminlstratian after .

the tea estates were taken. ovef by«

nmm: Iahmi.lm

dgraeli peace talks. _
President Deniel Mol showing In=

Rs. 600 milllen: -

-.m!seiqner far refugees safd list

night that. talks on. easir.g Indo-
China refugees crlsig had been &
diplomatic success. US Secretary
of State Cyrus Vanes embarking
on a fresh round of shuttle dip-
lomacy. today will put new [deag
to lsrael’s leaders on ways to res
solving the -deadlocked Egyptian-
i New Ke;nym

¢éraagsed confidence and authority
yesterday released all those held
in political detention under the

late President Kenyata—CDN. Zam--

blans voted yesterday for a pew
Parliamept and to decide whether
te give President Kaunda the osly
candidate a 4th term In  office.
Sarious violence was reported from
Iran's second city of Isfahan yesters
day with-.official  sourcas saying 9
people were killed when troops

opened fira on anti-Shah demonstra-

tors—CDM. Maay L.dian. politicians
and political . commentators pre-
dicted today a split in the country's
rullng Janata party. First returns

In Zambia's presidantial and general

elactions yestcrday indicated
that President Kaunda would be

returned to power with a reduced

maiarity after a heavy turpout at
votes-—SU

FRIDA‘Y.- DECEMBER 15: The
government hag detided to vest

in the 'Cabinet the responsibility:

of making all local and foreign
purchases for state Institutions ab-
‘ove the value of one million rupees;
upder this decisien the Cabipet

-will appoint special -tender boards

to -evaluate and award purchase
orders: both local and foreign A

‘mzjor - breakthrough in ‘the com=

bating of smugzling between Indla
and Sri-Lanka was made this - week

when delegatey of the twe coun-"
‘tries agreed to copduct
‘vestipations'in cases In-which both: -

joint - s

countries had an fnterest. “ The -
ugovarnment .will, bring deglshatios -
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 ‘mext ionth 1o make revolutiontry:

“'chagges la the holiday system and.

the - pattern ‘of working: nours ig =
the .publie apd  private sectors.
The department ‘of National Hous-
Ing has. received foreign assistance
for the purchase of some building
materials required under the 100,00Q -
hotses program for, 1979. 4
whe had given information te the
Army about the location .of the
cash Rs. 1.18 millioy robbed from

“the 'Nallur bank -last week., was

shot dead by youths on' Wednesday
night a few hours after he had
accompanied soldiers In @ raid on
4 house at Thendaimannaru—CDN.
The Minister of Trade and Shipping
yesterday described much of what
the developed world said about its
aid to the Third Werld 2s ‘humbug’
and called on the third world
countries to see through this
and adopt a more realistic attitude
—CDM.  The gmernment has Tme
posed a ban on the import of Mala-
thien and Penithrol:hion by gources
other than the Health authoritles.
A group of 40 Tamil youths from
the North, involved in cyclone
reliefl work In Batticaloa were

- asked on Wednesday to quit the

Batticaloa Maha Vidyalaya within
24 hours by the IP and another

+ officials; the leader of the opposl-

tion has complained of this to the
District Minister—VK. Seme police
stations and mapy sub-post offices
in the porthern provinee will be
closed down tittle by ‘little It is
relizbly understood=—DP. The Minls-
ter of State has appointed a Spetial

- Committee to approve the building

of Hotels in the country—DM.
33 fakhs of cadjans are needed
to -repair -houses affected by the
cyclone In Batticaloa and Amparal

. districts alone—DV. . The Chairman

.of the ‘Lake Houge: has asked® the

“iPrasident-for, permission : ta close

down Lake Houge for one week .

to make changes In the editorial

dept: te solve the present crisls

Shtuation—DK., ' Former PM judirs

2% brs

A mapg
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" the. house Into a

ot St g

Gagdhl. assorted In the-Lok Sbhs - 2o eaks & PWorene complenion

yesterday that she had not com-

mitted any breach of privilege of -
the:- houss but that the ruling

Japata Party was trying to convert
mecieval Star
Chamber. PM Morarji Desai today
anricupced a parliamentary motion
cu-n_sidered certalp to be passed

Imprison  ex-Premier Indira
Gandhi ‘and expel her from the
Lower House. British PM Callaghan
spnounced last night he would
seelk a vote of copfidence in Parlia-
ment today following a government
defeat on a centrul part of its apti-
inflation policy. US Secretary of
State Cyrus Yance last night decided
to cut short his Middle East prace
mission as Israel apparently balked
at new proposals brought from
Cairo. A wave of demanstrations
in support of the Shah in more
than a doZen Iranian cities intro-
duced a pew element yesterday
in to the months of political ur-
rest throughout the countrv. Pre-
sident Apwar Sadat insisted yester-
day that an Epyptian Peace treaty
with lIsrael must be signed on
Mount Sinai—CDN. Rhodesia suf-
fered a great disaster in the black
nationalist guerilla attack  which
destroved millions of litres of
vital fuel at a storace depnt, PM
lan Smith sald yesterday. The US
has enlarged its embassy staff in
Teheran with CIA personnel and
others in an effort to bolster sun.
port for the Shah. the New Yark
Times reported—CDM. The DMK

President Mr. Karunanidhi. has uvr-

ged the ruling lanatha Party to
reconsider the deacision favouring
strict punishment to former PM
Mre. Indira Gapdhi on the nrlvi-
lege Issue, The People’s Liheration
Army Is expected to comnlete its
purce. of supporters of the Gang
of Four by the end of verr=SU,

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16:
The' Sine-Sri Lanka trade protoco!
for -next vear "scheduled” to " be

signed-on ‘Wednésday ls - expacted-

.

T

of  construrtion.

from agraements signed In ‘the
past: ‘purchase of rice by Sri Lanka
will be minimal and Jiistead a varlety
of other commoadities will be pur-
chased. Police haye arrested a
person from Kayts who is believed
to be involved In the Nallur bank
robbery; he Is now awaiting identi-
fication. The Port of Colombo is
to be ‘made an International centre
for the transsshipment of cargo.
A massive warld bagk aided food
production drive has got under
way in the Kurunegala district and a
production of over 10 milliog
bushels of padiy is anvisaged-—CDN.
The President will address dele-
gates at 9.45 am today when the
annual sessions of thae UNP-
open—CDM. A public cum private
sectors company is to be floated
shortly to operate a taxi Service
In Srl Lanka. A SLFP allegation
that a pumber of Sri Lagka fourna-
lists have been identified In a US
Senate committae document as being
agents of the CIA has no founda-
tion the Minister of Forelgn Affairg
told Parliament last night—SU. The
Youth Front In a statement says
that no ones can stop them from
participating In relief activities in
the Eastery Provinee—EN., The

Ministry of L ocal Governmant, Ha-

using and Construetion hooss to
eomplete  Rs. 11,000,00 milllong

worth construction work next yesar.

The President has decided to in-
vite a number of farelgn firms to
help to complete the aimed amaunt
The  Narional
Amppanticachip -Board will pecruit
10,000-11.600 persons next vear.
A bank loan of Rs. 25.000 will be
given 2s an experiment to come of

those youths to undarteke selfs
employment=DM. - The Job Bank

will recrult peonle on twoe bases:
GCE {OL) qualified persons will be
recruited through a  ecomputer

and better qualified peaple will ba
dists basls—DV, .
‘Britaln’s embatiled labour. govern. -

recrufted on distriee

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

‘apnounced tough

ﬁmt fat . nighe m& :ﬁ*ptﬂh- ¢

mentary pressure apnd said it would. .

wages policy. - Sri Lanka voted

for Pakistan's unilatzral 'propogal . .
“for the establishment of a pucleap
weapon-free. zone in' South Asia .

Assembly, .,

in the UN Generzl
The White House told lIsrael yese
terday that it pow had the sole

__responsibility of determinlng sues. .
cess or fallure in negotlating to -
reach a peace treaty with Egypt.

The lranian goveryment last night

street demoenstrations and break
strikes which have vyirtually erip=
pled the country's economy.. lragi
Oil Minister said yesterday hisg

country would reiect out of hand _;

any increase in oil prlces 25 low
as 10%—CDN. |

SUNDAY,
The President

said that the government would

not tolerate lawlessness anywhere, @

With colour TV to be introduced
to Sri' Lapka around February next

year the Ministry of Information:
and Broadcasting and the Ministry

of Finance ara considering the
reductiop of the import of TV sets
from 50 to 5 percent, The Presi-
dent has ordered all ministries to
report immediately to the -Job
Bank 2ll wacapcles that aiready-

exlst and those that are likely ‘to o
~preur during the ceurse of 1979 -
The de-roding of the blark box of 0

the Loftleidar aircraft which craghed

‘no leager impose economic sanes..
tions on firms whizh flout lestighe

tactics to end

DECEMBER  I7: -
speaking ‘at the
24th annual meeting “of the UNP -

outside the Katunavake alrvort last

month has revealed that thers has -

been no malfunctionire of alrpert
equipmar t—CDN.

TRIBUNE, hawary 61979:

The governe .
‘ment will not tolerate ' eammu= -
nlalism. no matter Iy what form &'
rears fes urly head 'sald tte Pregh
dentin hisaddress o the 24th arrual
gesslon of the UNP. Tre
Jndia Me. Morarll Deral who will- "
<visit Sri Lanka In: Febpuary owilt

PM of -



address Parliament on Februal:y
5. 'Charges” " dre " to be’ framed
against seven top officials  of
Air  Coylon against whom ad-
verse findings were made by the
three member commission Who
epquired into the working of the
national carrier from 1970 to 77—
§T. An increase in the price of
petroleum products would be in-
evitakle if the OPEC countries
decided to raise'it the President
apnounced yesterday—WK,  The
President addressing the 24th an-
nual sessions of the UNP said that
befere the term of this governmant

ended 12 lakhs of people would have

got empleymant—EN. Israel's Cabinet
thraw ont the peace treaty pro-
posals brought by US Secretary
of State Cyrus Vance and said it
was Egypt's fault the Dscember
17 treaty deadline could not be
meat. Saudi Off Minister said today
his country had the power to make
the whole world sufar if lsrael
fails tn aceept peace in the Middle
East—S$0, U3 Secretary of State
Cyrus Vance flaw back to Washing-
ton todiy at the end of a wesklong
Middle East peace mission which
failed to resolve the differences

blockiig an Egyptinn-lsracli Peace

treaty. Pakistan's copdemied ex-
Pramier Zulfikar All Bhutto s
exnectad to appear before  the

Palistsn Supreme Court next week
durinz th= hearing of his appes!
agaiist a death sentsire, defence
lawyer, said—ST.  The Pecple's
Republic of China and the United
States have agreed to , establish
dislomatic relarions as of January
I, 1979 according to a2 China-US
joint communique made public in
Peking today. The ordinary people
of Peking today enthusiastically
welcomed the pormalisation of re-
lations between their country and
the US. India’s Lower House will
on Monday take a decision on 2
Janata Party motion te send former
PM Indira Gandhi to prison for a
few days and to deprive her of her

- TRIBUNE, January 6, 1979

Lower House seat as punishment
for violation ‘of par]Iamentary pri=
vileges—WK,

MONDAY, DECEMBER I8:
The Kirindl Oya Development pro-
jest which would irrigate approxi-
mately 6000 acres in the three
electorates of Mulkirigala, Beliatta
and Tajgalla is scheduled to com-
majce next January. Sixty million
rupees is to be given by UNESCO

to restore anclent mopumants
in  Anuradhapura, Polenparuwa
and  Mahanuwara. The  death

occurred yesterday in Colombo of
$ir Oliver Ernest Goopstilleke,
first Ceylonese Goverpor Geperal;
he wis 85, Sir Qliver returned to
the island rezently after spending
saveral years abroad. The 'gov-
erpment will provide every op-
portunity to the youth of the
country to reach the highest pos-
sible lavels according to their capa-
bilities, said Prime Minister Mr.
R. Premadasa addressing ‘2 public
maeting at the Modal Housing
Schame, Ambalangoda yesterday—
CDN. When prices of goods went
up people blamed the government,
although this was beyand the
control of the goverpment but

when the prices come dovwn the
pe’lpIE did not give the porern-
mant erelit for it; the President
Mr. J. R. larewardens wald thig
at a mammoth rally at the Borella
junction last Saturday evening ~fter
the annual UNP gpstinne.  Eight
susperted cogas of cholora are re-
ported from the Jafna Disrrict—
CDN. Sri Lagkans will hava to pav
more fer their petrol, kercsepe
and other petroleum products from
next vear. Armv and Police officers
are liksly to search almost all build-
ings between Urumniral and Mals
lakam for the Rs. 1,18 million rob-
bed from the People’s Bark at
Nallur fast week. The Govern-
ment Agent, Jaffna ‘Mr. Lionel
Farnando, rushed to Vasavilan,
Kankesanturai, recently to settle
a dispute when some Army per-
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sonnel . created trouble by de-
mainding cigarettes from three shops.
Detectives of the Bribery Ceoem-
missioyer's ' Department are pow
out in the field to catch bribe-
takers; this is one of the first mea-
sures taken by the Acti.g Briiery
Csmnissioner, Mr. Noael Wije-
naike to revamp the activities of
the department—SU. The Minister
of Transport has decided to racruit
10,000 persons for the CTB and
the railway department. Tie
Minister of Fisheries has decided
to intrease the production of fishing
boats to replace boats that were
damazed or destroved by the
cyclone—DV., Technical schiools will
be set up in 40 districts next year
to train masons. carpetiters and
other workers necessary for the
building industry under a new pro-
jart of the education ministry.
2,500 teachers will be selected
for training under the new Training
Programma hy January 8th—DM.
The CWE has nrdered Rs. 2 mil-
lion worth of ciyarettes from

Pakistan when Rs. 40 million worth
of upsold cigarettes imported be-
fore are stocked at the CWE
warehouses—ATH. OPEC oil mipis-
ters have decided to incr-ase world
oil prices by a total 15 per cent
during 1979, The hike would ba
spraad ouf over four Instalments
during  the year. The Ethiops
pian authorities nlag a mass ressrtle-
ment programme to move 250,000
pesple from the erosion and hup-
ger hit provinces of Wolls, Be-
gayder apd Socei Central Ethiopis.
Strict Martial Law was clamped
on Taiwan yesterday after the
shiock ‘announcemsnt that the US
has severed diplomatic relations with
Taipai to open such ties with
Peking. - British Foreign Secretary
Dzvid Owen saild yesterday he
hoped the US, Britain and France
would be able to persuade China.«
to develop a dialogue with its arch
foe the Seviet Union. Iran's strik-
ing civil servants appeared to be

i

*



i P

$ri- bankd ChFbhicle -

defying -2 government order to -

rétury to work or face dismissal.
The Israeli goverpmept is prepared
for a bifter dispute with the US
over  what  officials see as
Washington's one-sided critizism
of Israel for the halt in Peace tzlks
with Egypt—CDN. A senior us
Deferice officer on Saturdsy dis-
counted any fears chat China mizht
attemot to capture -Talwap, fol-
lowinz the US decizion to sever
relations with the Taipel govern-
marnt. lrag’s military-lad goveras
ment today clamped 2 ban on all
demonstrations fer Monday; the
day earlier had bsen pro-lalmed,
a natiozal day of mourning by
couptry’s political and religious
oppositicn—SU.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19:
The PM, Mr. Premadasa, once
agaly appealed to political partiss
not to make use of the national
calamity caused by the ecvclone to
gain  narrow political epds: ke
said there was absolutsly po dis-
erimination whers aid and reha-
bilitation were concerned and the
government was doiyg all it could
to give all assistance to those affacted
irrespactive of any other consi-
deratlons. Throwing overboard
all regulations and procedures mov-
ergtig recruitment to the Public
Servica 3 Minister and Deputy
Minister of the formar Govern-
ment conducted an intarview for
the CAS (now Sri Lanka Adminis-
trative Service) and appointed sama
candidates with less qualifications,
ignoring 10 candiaates who scored
exeaptinnally hizh marks; this was
revealed by Mr. Parcy- Samara-
wenra Dsruty Ministry of Puhlic
Administration and ‘Homa: Affairs
at the daily press briefing held

yesterdav. A peon attached to the

Peonle’s Bapk, MNallur, which was
rohbad of Rs. 1.18 millien on

Daremher 6, was allread to have-

been kidnapped at Kokuvil, ldffna,
while cycling to work yestarday

.

‘to dishand  the

moring. The Gavernment ‘Agent,

Celombo, told a press conference

yesterday that jobs will be given

only to those who Hhave applied
through the job bapks:
sérvant in Valaichenai has beepy re-
manded following the detection
at lis resilepnce of goods sent for
distribution to cyclene wictims.
“Ghost'™ Sri

Lagskom  are being

used by big-timie internatiosal aar-

cotics rinTs as couriers to smuealc
drugs iato many of the world's
capitals; emigrant Srl Lanka youths
in lpdinn cities driven to despera-
tlon without lobs or mopey are
selling their passports, Public ser-
vants who ahsented themselves on
the dav of the recent toksq strike,
Septamber 28 would he civen back
thair fobs; these public sarvants
and those whoe did not tale their
oath of a'lagiance numbering about
600 in all would, howaver not ha

paid ary sa'aries for the period of

ahsance—CDM, The Gover ment
Is likely to subsidise the price of
kerosene when 'pric-as of patra:
leum products are raised from
Jaruary next vear. Govar-ment
will incur over Rs. 175 milion
to repair the damage caugsed to
buildings, roads and other instal-
lations by the recent cyrlons, Mr.
T. G. Gnaasskera, Secratary Minis-
try of Social Serlres said vestar-
dav. Alr Lanka, the ore hundrad
percent Tocally owned afrling ven-
ture will be floatad on Thursdav.
Frasident J. R.
picked on Captain Rakkirka Wick-
pamanavake 2z the Chairman of
Alr Lanka: flishe operatiars will
beein on October |, 1979—SU.Cho-
lera fg srreadi-g
jaff~a—DM. The Prasidant hag rest-
poned the final decision whet:er
present  FTZ
brard till Mr. Gna~am 'a member
of the hoard retufns to the igland—
ID. 300 persons have been ouess
tioned by  the Police on thefts of
over 28 million worth of goods
from government and public offi-

Jarnwiaprdanas  hag
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A public

prices by a total of

in Bartiealoa ard

cers’ in the Batticaloa ang 50 p'er..‘-':'
sons have been taken into custody
unider “emergency rtegulations on
these charges—DV. = The Govern-
ment is considering increasing the
prize of school text books by 30
to 40 percent—ATH. A new secu-
rity scliema with alarm balls auts-
matically clogizg doprs, slectronic
aquipmant to 'detect arms will ba
sat un ia Parliamenc siorily—LD.
The Minister of La-¢
Iapfisnt ate.,

3 Land Deve-
stated that poople
who ware armines on goverpment
laads would.soon be owning them
ag. the gorerpment was taking
stans to irplemant this pian—VK.
Tiue GA, Isffqn, rushed to Valvetti-
tural a3 sems army oficers apd
policcmen are alleged to have set
fira to some houses in that area
and the situation was brought
under cantro'—EN. Papdermonium
broke out jn the Lok Sabha of
Parliament in New Delhi today
as legislators debated wliether or
not former PM Mra. Indira Gaadhi
should be punisked for breach of
parliamentarv privilege. Ayatollah
Khnmeiav, the Shah of Irap’s prin-
cipal religious opponent, has chal-

.1anged Presidant Jimmy Carter to

anply his human rights policv to
the nalitical situdtion in Irin. The
world’s biz oil exporters vesterday
ended 2a year freez= on petroleum
prices when thav asrend to hnost
145 nepeent
bv the end of next vear; The Charan
Singh groun is likalv ta bhoveott
the Janata Partv oreanisatonal elec-
tinrs due to be hold next manth.
British Foreign Serretary David
Owen  sald  yesterdav that the
new  EBirarean Monetary  gvstem
facked flaxibility and political wai-
ght adding that at present Britain
eruld nnt npromise to inin—CDN.
Pakistan’s former PM, Zulfikar Al
Bhutto broke down in tears taday
as he appealed to the Surreme
Fuurt to ovar-turn his fanvicting
and death serterce—SU Egvnt ves:
terday blamed Israel's = intransis’

TRIBUNE; - January 6, (575"



~m for ths fallire to mast the

- @mdline for a

B peice freaty but
~88ld It_hoped 3 new r.argu: date
mld be set—~COM. e

""WEuNEsoA'r' DECEMBER 130:

The Prime Miglster appealed to
.the leadershfp of the TULF to de-

" sist from makiag provocative spe-

_eches which may trigger off a re-
petition of the communal trage-

_ dies of 1958 and August 1977. Ha

saig that the  gover,ment would

. mot condone any illegal act on the

~ tried. to create the

. part of anyone, whether they were
: clvillans or servicemen.

Some
mambers of the Opposition had
impression
that the Goverpment was trying
to copdone acts of brutality. Sub-

, .8idiarles of the Insuragte Corporas
_ tlon and the other Independent cor-

. Thera Is
,about a possible sportage of cure

_poration are to be set up to carry
. on insurance busipess:

the Bill
empowers the Minister of Trade
to establish a subsidiary of the

" Insurance Corporation whenever he

tonsiders It desirable that the
right to carry o) the business of
any description of insuraice should
be extended to any other insurer.
concern in city circles

_ rency notes. On Moenday the
~ Central Ba;k stopped issuing two
rupee notes and Instead Issued
two-rupee coins—CDN. ‘As order

- nlst could pot be served on my
_wife, as she Is supposed to be out

of the island, my last will has been

_written in favour of my daughter.

. But'[ fear my wife's relations will

cause harm to my life," Mr, George
" Kowlands' Who was fousd brutally
murdered with his [lyear old
daughter, Koomerine, at thair Go-
thotuwa, Angeda home en Sunday
afternoon had said this in a seate-
ment made to the police last No-
vember—CDM, Leader
Opposition, Mr. Amirthalingam, led

a Willesut of the" TULF Parliamens

tary Group during the adfourpe"
ment debate last night consequent

JW‘? I.‘i_._‘.

of the

‘bary have apparsntly been

“ment Mhisters and TULF MPs en

the alleged excesses of Army and
Polica personnel In the Jaffna

Peninsula during the past few

days. About 30,000 estate la-

bourers Including their families are

expected to return to India within
the next two years under the Indo-
Sri Lanka repatriation agreement.
Government is today expected to
study the impact of the 145 per
cent increase In the world price
of crude oul on the public bus
and rail tragsport services. The
Central Transport Board Is now
Issuing postage stamps to its bus
conductors as substitute for small
change—SU, 7200 graduate tea-
chers who wera recruited by the

‘fast government on a lower salary

gcale will be pald a graduates salary
from thils month—DM. The gov-
ernment has gecided to exempt
goods imported to be used for tha
relief of cyclone affected people
from Import lcensee—~LD, The
wastage at thz flour milling fa-tory
at Mutuwal Is over Rs. | mi'lion
each month. Tnls was revealad by
a high official of the factory in a
report to the Flour Milling Cor-
poration.  Engineers and techni-
tians who have retired will be
recallad for service to azcelerate
the reconstruction work In the
eyclone affected aress—DV. The
former Minister of Industries, Mr.
T. B. Subasinghe has Joined the
Communist Parry—DK. The peon
working at the Nallur Bank which
was robbad, and who was kidnaps
ped has now been arrested by the
police and will be kept in remand
til he s preduced in eourt on
January 2. On the day of the Nal-

‘lur bank robbary a packet ton-
talning Rs.
~thrown In the compeound of P. C..
Sacchidanandan’s house—VK. Threa

10,000/~ was found

suspects in the WNallur Bapk rob-
“identl.
Heq, by the polica aqd they suspace

| that they haven't loft the Jaflny
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« Peninsulas=DP.

'MERAYA

I'.,lhahnda.pola, Polgatiawela; D t‘l

1 Lanks: Chvamick:

‘Pormer Indian’ Pre®
mler Indira Gandhl was today ex
pelied: from Parliament and 'ar
dered to be sant to Jail on 2 charge
of grave breach of parliament prie

- vilege and contampt of the lower

house. Nationalist President Chiang
Ching-kuo yesterday launched a
stinging attack on the US and
angrilly refused even to pegotiite
with Chinese communists after Pek-
ing and Woashington's normalised
relations. As the dollar plusged
and stock prices fell sharply on
Wall Street fears were expressed
yesterday that the OPEC oil prica
rise would cause severe inflation
and higher unemployment and ham-
per aconomic resovery. An Iranlan
arny unit guarding the route of
a big anti-Shah ' demonstration was
recalled to barracks yesterday in
the porth-western: city of Tabriz
after some men refused to cbey
officers’ orders, a senlor official
said—CDN. The world's major
oil exporting - countries ' yesterday
seemed surprised at the inter-
national eutrage which greeted thelr
decislon to raise 1979 oil prices
by 1459  in quarterly stages.
Egyptian  Vica-Prasident  to-day
refected lIsrael’s claim that Egypt
hag raised new demands which
aborted the latest record of peace
negotiations between these
countries and laid the clause for

the obstacles that arose at the

Israeli government’s clever stap—SU.

OBITUARIES

DECEMBER 22--29%

ABEYWARDE NA,;
"Arunda]a".l Gnanodava Mawarha,
Kalutara; Mrs, M. D. FERNANDG,

Panadira; = H.  JAYADASA,
311/1, Ferguson Road, Mattaks"
kuliya; = ALEXANDER SILVA,

&0, Jogeph Dias Mawatha, Mutwal; '

H. B. SENEVIRATMNE, Mawatta,

two
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* goda; MRS. RANI
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- WEKALAWATTA, = _Balakawils, .
.. Mkuressay. K. THIYAGARAIAH,
=43, Huskinson Street. Trincomales;
2ol He T
Thalgodapitiya, Ibbagamuwa; O.Z,

AMUNUGAMA,

ABDEEN, Omar. Lodgs, Game
pola; MRS. ADELINE GAUTA-

- MADASA, 220/5, Nawala  Road,

Nawala; SHIRLEY GUNASE-
KERA, No. '5, Bonpitiya Pedesa,

‘Sirimal Uyana, Ratmalina;, MRS,
- CLARA HENRY, 73,

Yakkala

Road,  Gampaha; CHARLES

JAYASINGHE, “Florida  Castle,”
Atawila Road, Kalutara; S. A,
MNMAGODAVITHARANE, . 392,
. Yekunugoda  Road. Bope. Galle;

K. D. PIYADASA, Block ‘K’
Aniarson - Flats,

MRS. GERALINE SENEVI-

RATNE, Kalamulla; MALCOLM:

THOMAS, 160/2, Church Streat,
€slombo 2: H., K. VITHANAGE
95, Eli= House Road, Colombo 15;

EDWARD ANDREWS, No. 14,
* Christasher Road,

ALOYSIUS
{70, Dutug=mupu Streer, Nuge-
3, Man:

Street, . Ra'n apura;

GEORGE JAYASINGHE, 35,

Kotahena Stemet, Colombo . 13;

6. T. KAPUKOTUWA, Udis:

pattuwa; A. B, PERERA, 44,
Abhaya Plaze, Sri Dhammadara
Road, Ratmalana; JOSEPH SENE.
VIRATNE, 33, E. 5. Fernwmdo
Mawvarha,
BASTIANPILLAY, 143, Main
Streat, Jadna; MRS. MICHAFLIA
PIGERA, --Ji-Ela; RPMESH

kadamulla Road, Mihola; Waittala;

A.. A. T. APPUHAMY, I8,
.-Minuwaneoda; .. MRS,
MURIN DE SILVA, 5, Charel

Yativana,

Road, Nugegoda; '~ HAMSER
FERNANDOD, . 42, Hamser,
Town,  Wainawasala, = Kalanlya;,
" MRS. . JOSEPHINE  JAYA,..

" MAHA, “Pearl Cliff"",, Paranam.

balama, . Uswetakelyawa: . MISS

CHRISTOBEL

: smbo 4; SAIDIYA “WAHAB,

a5
ol

Narahenpitiya;

. Nezomboz-
-GURUSINGHE,.

JACOB,

Wellawatte! MRS..

. Road, ' Moratuwa;
SUGATHADASA, 97. Weli-

&loLighs. Housa. . Streety, Fort,
Galla. Y. DA\(ID. 135, Teineo-

. males Stmet. Bmlcaloa. W. P.:
). FERNANDO, .
 DANISTER . HIRANDO Rat-
malana; ., B, - WY,

¥¥attala;

_ MATHEW,
Dehiwela; J. A, . PHILLIPS,
Ritmlina; W. P. W. PERERA,
Dematagoda;  MISS  MANEL
PADIVITA, Kur ;
GNANAWATHIE GURUSIN-

- GHE, 73M, NHS Kiribathgada,

Kelani -a; MRS, = EUGINE

JAYAWARDENE, Kapdana; P.

KARIYAWASAM = 436, Pera-
deniya Road, Kandy; LEWIS
APPUHAMY, “Nilwala", Jaliya-
goda, Piliyandala; R. F. A, MEN-
DIS, 35/12, . College Avenue.
Mount Layinia; MISS . NANA-
LATHA MADANAYAKE, Uda-

walwwa,  Kitulampltiya, . Galle:
MRS, CATHERINE PON-
WEERA, Batazomes  South,

Kandana, MRS. - VICTORIA
DIAS, 43, Kimbulapitiya Road;
Nagombo; VEN. PANDIT
DUNUWELA
MAHA THERO, Mahariharva,
Ahangama; WILFRED HOLMES,

7!, Huludagoda Road, Mt, ' Lavi-:

nla; H.. 'Sa -’fﬂ-RANDA, 60/4,
Ratnam  Road, . Colombo  13;
GERALD PEIRIS, 5/5  Sri
Wickrama Mawatha,  Warrala;
W. PALIPANE, Palivana Wa-'
Jawwa, Wattegam2: MRS, AMARA
SENANAYAKE, .43,  Rativatrs
Mawatha Badulla; MRS. IRENE
SILYA, “Bzaatriada’, Da. Mal
MOHAMED
YUSUF, N-, 51, Hudsen Pend,
Chlomhsa: ( 3: DAVID WICK.
RAMASINGHE, Now = 422,
Robert | Gunawardene - Mawatha,-
Bartaramulia; Y. "DAVID, 3§,
Teincomalre . Street,’

MRS, EDITH . DE  SUVA,

Tha  Whalauwa,. Kotte:-WETWIN'
WEERASURIYA,
-DAMIAN
- pankara Road,-D
 OUTSCH. -
'UO‘!N. 100, Galla Road, Cols

v Dahlwelas

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
ndolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Kurunegala; - MRS,

MAHINDA

Rarrleaton: -

‘FERANBER.._ Saras
ahiwela: fFuneral,.
Masles, ltalvy: -REV, BRO, THO.
MAS “ALPHOSUS, St. Indanh's
“Novitiate; Mutwaly: MRS, ‘OHAR:

SMANY CAMIT, - 2573 Rorghs
“wella - Road, Moratuwai CQORe
NELIS . ABEYSEKERA, | [18A,

Kandewatte  Read, . MNugagodat
M. D. AMERASINGHE, Sirl.
niwasa, Kobbekaduwa,  Ankums
bura; MRS, SUGRABAI ADa
AMIJEE, Colombo; NEWTON
FERNANDO,  “Christmalee",
Papdugama, Ja-Elai A. D. A,
PERERA, 123, Mawisthara, Kot-.
tawa . Road, Piliyandala; MRS,
NALIN! RANDENI, Brooke
side Farm, Elkaduwa Roads
Wattegama; MRS. ALICE RAJA.

PAKSE, -Yatapawel2,  Rambuks
kanz; EDMUND SAMARA-
SEKERA, “Manel”,  Walpole,
Matara; CAROLIS SILVA,
3/t4,  Jayamajgala Mawatha,
Nugegoada;  REY.  WALTER

SMALL, Former Principal, Riche

mond College, Galle and Tea=

" chers' Training College, ~ Pera-

daniya; MRS, CHARLOTTE
EDIRISINGHE, 4§, Mihindu
Mawatha, Gampola; SAM FER.
NANDO, 70, Uda Peradenlya;
SYLVESTER FERNANDO,
23/25, 4ty Lape, Rajagirlya; S.
GUNAVEERASINGHAM, Block
E /5, . Anderson Golf Links.
Colombo 5 SINNATHURAI
KANAGARATNAM, 192f5,
Bandarapalke Mawatha, Colombo
i2; M. LEON SOYSA, Ka‘u-
tara MNarth, Kalutara; S. M.
SATYAPALA, No. [53, Malg
Road, = « Battaramulla; DEVA-
VARAM TAMBIMUTTU, 29,
Walikadawatte,  Nawala, Pp_s_\d,-
Ralagiriya; H. K. THEMIS,
Thibolkntiva, Colombage=Ara; _w-
V. WILSON, 47, Albert Place,.

Dehlwela,




Confidentially
Air Lanka ?

IS IT NOT A FACT that the cryptic
news releases about the pew
Air Laonka has stirred up wonder
and interest in knowledgeable cir-
clas? That a lopgtime reader of
Tribune has sejt us an ipteresting
commant on an article that had
abpeared in the Ceylon Daily News
of Tuaesday, December [9, 19787
That the heading of the CDN arti-
cle had baen AIR LANKA-AN
AUSPICIOUS START?  That this
had appaared in the rasular cal-
umn Travel Diary by Wayfarer?
That Tribune publishes the coms
munication  from our readasr
with the  proviso that we are
prepared to publish any correc-
tions, amphfications, clarifications
or explanations that any interested

prfsan may  want to  make
on this  matter? “Wayfarer
writes of wise and practical

decisions op the establishment of
Air Lanka. One ean only wander
how wise and practical Wayfarer
Is to lavish such praise on some-
thing that is unadulterated tripe.
Let us examine som= of the wise
and practical points mantisned:
Air Lanka is going is alone? Really?
Who is going it alone? Unless
everything that has been printed to
date is grossly in error, it would
seem that Singapore Ajrlines is pros
viding The Chairman, Ths Manage-
ment, The Aircraft, The Pilotz, The
Technical Facilities, Tha Training and
other assistance. | suppose it could
be saild that Singapore Airlines is
going it alone! But wait! The people
of Sri Lapka are goicg to be al-
lowed to pav for all the thines!
Mavbe. 'GOING IT - ALONE’
means only paying the bills. *That
the Government was able to ob-
tain the services of a Sri Lankan

TRIBUNE, Janusry 61979 -

holding 2 gepior post in this airline
(SIA), was a signal achievement.’
A signal achievement indeed! Once
this same man worked for Air
Ceylon. . Wasn't this the same
maq that flew an Alr Ceylon alr-
craft to apother country, aban-
doned the aircraft and simply
disappeared? If one reads the re-
port of the Presidestial Commise
sion of Inquiry on Air Ceylon Ltd.,
one finds that Capt. Rakitha
Wickremanayake, a pilot working
for Air Siam, was lobbying for
the Air Ceylon/Air Siam agree-
ment, The same report states
that this abortive agreement cost
Air Ceylop at least Rs. 4.65 mil-
lisn. And wisp't this agreement
the one that caused Air Ceylop
to cancel a very favourable agree-
ment with UTA and later to go it
alone and becoming 2 ‘tramp’?
This same man, now working for
Singapore Airlines, is folsting ane-
ther agreement on Sri Lanka which
will give Singanore Airlines 2 place
to dump their obsolete and un-
wanted 707's. How fortunate cap
the people of Sri Lanka be? Speak-
ing of aircraft—Wayfarer says, 'The
selection of the tousgh, rugged
Boeing Aireraft is a wise one as
spares are also readily available.
Does this mean that Singapore
Airlines (or other airlines) are
unable to obtain spares for their
more modern aircraft? How bril-
liant Wayfarer is to possess such a
depth of knowledge and upder-
standing. Hasn't apnvene told him
that every maior airline (including

SIA) is attempting to phase out

the 707s and the DC-8s as rapidly
as they can be replaced by more
modern aireraft? Neither the 707
nor the DC.B can be placed on
the register of either the UK or
the Netherlands today, and ac-
cording to present laws these air-
eraft will net be allowed in the
US after 1985. How very wise
it is to select the old, onwanted
aireraft.  Aecording to Woyforer
there are g0’ magy wise and wons

Another Misadventiire !

derful - decisions. * Air Lanka will
fly to and from such destinations
as London. Singapore, Bangkok,
Hong Kong and POSSIBLY Bombay
and Karachi. Of course, it would
be absurd to expect the “mana-
gement of Alr Lapka' to have any
definite routes in mind yet. S|ng3-
pore Airlines hasn't yet told them
where they will be allowed to com-
pete. Did | say Singapore Air-
lines might allow Air Lanka to
compete?  Wouldn't it be nice,
to be able to run the business of a
competitor? Sri Lanka just might
be the biggest compstitor that
Singapore has for both business
and tourism. Not to worry though,
SIA will provide  obsolete aircraft
which cannot compete with their
Boeing 7475 and DC-105. When
you exercise absolute coptrol over
your competitors it is only neces-
gsary to give them a few
scraps, An  auspicious start!
Indeed it igt [t is the start of a
brand new Air Ceylon adventure.
Did no one learn anything at all
from the first 3| years? Has no
one the imagination to see the
incalculable harm that is being
done to this country by allowing
such blatant activities? The world
doesn’t really need another ge-
cond class airline, yeat this seems
to be exactly what Sri Lanka is
determined to have. Must this
country always think and act as a
poor relation, content to use
the cast-off, worn out things of
others? [y there no one in Gove
ernment who has the vision to
see something better than the
Air Lapnka this country will be
gtuck with! Wall, Air Ceylen
became the laughing stock of the
aviation - world, maybe everyope
should be cantent to see Air Lapka
as an even bigger joke. Laugnter
may be good for the soil! Air Lanka
—Air Ceylon, they are the same."'!
Is it necessary for anyone to
say Amen! |
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