Vol 23 No. 28 — January 13, 1979 — Rs. 2-00

it
i

ot o
L

e

xiim‘mmxxgg%g%
- g@ﬁggﬁg?
L

s

i
G
R

i

e

e
S

i i
L

i

G

i s
e &ﬁ S
- ﬁgi e ?,Ei
o S
-

o
S
e

S

.
.
e el

- %g&wﬁ@wv«%
o

R

G
i
G
e
s

i

e

G

G
i

e 3
R I

e
.
.

ik
i

i

S
e

e

e

i

o
Sari b
o

it

AR

L e
e

i
i \,323»%’ i
- o

R

i

.

i

et
S
bsadnurinel e

o

=
S

e

i
i

S e
SRR
i
S

S

Ere
e
Beeienen

e

S
o

B

s
i i e
i s

G
i
e

EEEER e :
i B
-
e ned

e

y2s
:




At=The Fixed

And Controlled Prices

ST dafl S

Dispensing Chemists

259/l Galle Road,
Colombo - 4.
Tel: 84058

" Digitizéd by Noolaham Folndation;™ ="
noolaham:.org. | aavanaham.org




-

&

-

- appeared on the scere.

Ietter From “The Editor

ON THE COVER we reorint a drawing of the Colombo-Galle coach service
" which was the fastest way of travel in the “ast century in this country.

The
Railways crept in on this country from the turn of the century and since

 the thirties and more esiecially in the forties road transport has assumed

‘an Importance that has become overwh: eming. The Raliways wes from the
bezhining & governmental updertaking and in 1958 the entire bus transport
was pationalised—thotgh, lorry trapsport was left in I—rv e hards. Come
plaints about the raiways had increascd ever (since road trapspert had
But, to the credit of the CCR, It hao maintaired 2
rcasonably good service uptil 1570, Fr m that time, it storted on 2 d w, hill
peth 2nd regreet bly, even after luly \G77, the downward trend has continued
vin a most disastrous way. Many rro aises wera held out when the naw
' goverament c:me to power that in lers thas three months a new CGR would
come into bzing. Eut, eightesn months hove gone by and it will scon ba
twenty four mor.t}'s since the leyewardane governmant weas installesd with
Mohamed as Minister of Trarsecert 2nd the RPai'way is 'n a worse mess than
ever. Breakdowns are frequent bacause of the total ek of maintenance
and servicirg—a bt,'l:tc'r and moré freauent service wos provided tight up
to 1570 with even fewer locometives because the Rarmalpa Workshop,
the Ru-nin g Shicds and other Maiptensnce Urits had workén efficiontly.
Today, the public is beirg fod with stories thit with new locomotives,
carringes and wasgons, the CGR would be different. Maybe ch's will be so
for a time, but the fata that overtosk the Tanzanlap Reilway cop essily over-
take the new CGR eqguipment. The Trunsport Minister-has preclaimed
that Brit'sh were comirg in to hela vitha £ 270 millicn scheme to update
the CGR, but with the senior supcrvicory marzgecmert of the CGR beirg
whzt it is, there is no doubt that the £ 270 -million will g2.down the draip
in the ssmo way the money cpsntonnew lo-omotlves and exrizgzs will
go down, Party stoores and carchers placed in pesitiacs of authoriy to
plazsa party-orianted unlom borsss manrof run the ©CR of any other orea-
nisation e%e-tively or effi-leatly, The Catericg Services of the TGP have
been shut down for over six mo-ths row and the 2ttampt to pass this huck'
to the Hote's Corperation has flopred badly. Evoryday the service of the
CGR rets worre and worse—and the lerg 5aid the bett=r., The sifuation
in the CTR is not much better. The Colembo Towp service s a diseraca,
Commiiters who reme in to wotk from 2 distance of about 20 to 25 miles
row find that it tales tham ever 2 12 hours to do this distanee from the thme
they bosrd a bus. Coni-s have berun to say that trayel was sasior and Better
in tha 2ge'of t}'eli‘ullccf rart and the hovse catrizge in that they ’u'ly
sipplied the needs of the tima and the demands of the travefltng sublic,'
Tacday the CCR and the CTR are notable to dothis.  And with e2zh sassiis
dav the situation gets worse: The common peor\e are getting tired of
wairlng for new buses, pew locometives and new corriaces, They want
‘to know why the existing buses, the lotomotives and carriades cipnot ha

better maintained and run mere efficiertly. Each dav that the Gon Yernment

. is not able to set matters right, its ropularity rating goes  down. It s

time that-the President and other Ministers of the Government logk
into the affairs of the Trassport Ministry with 2 view to ma aking it to
Jfunction preperly. If this is not done immediately the dharmista will go
‘out of this government much faster than Tts  most opponents  expect,

Transport has already become the Achilles Heel of this goverpment, It :

Cwill be foolish for the Precideut, the government and the UNP to t‘-nnk
,that new buses .new lacamoatives. and new carriages will save thesituation
'I"he rot thar hasset Is the CTRB and the CGR lq such that the new buges - pd

new locoratives will breakdown zs ofteRigd
' : & R ndo am or%avagkﬁ W%m’m
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

‘International,
National

Colombo, January 8.

The international  sftuation
continues to provide its surprises.
The most significant development
this week comes from Indo China.
Knowledgeable  observers  had
anticipated that the “Government®
formed inside Kampuchea by rebels
opposed to the Pol Pot regime,
no doubt with the backing of Hanoli,
would be able to sweep aside the

China-backed Pol Pot-leng Sary set-

up without any difficulty. The Pol
Pot leng-Sary regime had broken
every tenet in the charter of
human rights and a little encourage-
ment from Viernam had enabled
the dissident movement inside Kams-
puchea to take the offensive.

The Pol Pot regime had from the
beginning carried out blundering
raids into the territories of all its
neighbours, Thailand, Laos and Viet-
nam. The Kampuchean attacks opn
Thai border towns had received
wide publicity in the Western
press and Kampuchea had suspended
these attacks for some time now.
Raids into Laocs were lessspectacujar
probably because there was pot
as much loot as in Thailand or in
Yietnam. The Kampuchean attacks
on Vietnam were kept under the
hat for a long time because Hapoi
believed that .a quarrel between
“socialist brothers" should be set-
tled amicably through negotiations.

In December 1977, however, the
lid-was rudely taken off in the
‘Kampuchea-Vietnam dispute as the
fighting' began to escalate. China
openly threw its weight behind
the Kampuchean regime accusing
Vietnam of “expansiopist’ and
“hegemonist’’ ambitions. Nobody
took the Chinese accusations too

TRIBUNE, Jahuary 113, 1979

seriously because it was mixed up
with its quarrel with Vietnam about
the ethnic Chinese in Vietnam. -
Peking w-s disturbed « that  the
socialist screw should be applied
very drastically on the rich ethnic
Chinese group in former Saigon
{and now Ho Chi Minh city). This
led to induced upheavals among
ethnic Chinese long settled in
Nerth Vietnam and a mini con-
frontation developed between China
and Vietnam.

At this time, the Hua-Teng group
pursued its “modernisaticn' pro-
grammes in China vigorously by
wooing Western Europe and NATO
{wanting advanced technology and
modern arms). by edging closer
to the USA (by agreeing to let
Taiwan have a special status) and
by signing the Peace Treaty with
Japan (with the latter agreeing to
the Chinese formula of apti-hege-
mony). With the China-Japan
peace treaty a reality and Teng's
swing round some Southeast Asian
countries, Victnam signed a Peace-
and Friendship Treaty with the
Soviet Union. Having ensured
protection from a direct military
assault by China, Vietnam obvi-
ously set about helping the anti-
Pol Pot dissidents Into becoming
an organised force strong enough.
to take over Kampuchea. This was
not a difficult task because of the
weakness of the Kampuchean re-
gime. The Western press echoing
Pelking had first tried to make it
out that a Vietnam army was In-
vading Kampuchea, but it Is clear
thet it is Kampuchean rebel army
that has brought Phnem Penh into
Hapols' orbit.

Comments in Peking papers over
ten days ago had made it clear
that the Pol  Pot regime would
not be able to stand up to the
rebel army and had said that the
Pol Pot caucus would take to the
jungle and wage a guerilla war
against the new pro-Hanoi govern-
ment. A later statement by Teng
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Rampuchea.

had indicated that China had ruled
out immediate military interven-
tion to help the Pol Pot govern-
ment—there were dark hints about
the future how China would settle
scores with the pro-Soviet Hapoi
regime.

At the time of writing, Phnom
Penh. has fallen into rebel hands
and scon the entire country will
be in their hands« Prince Sihkanouk
has been evacuated to Peking by
the Chinese. There are conflicting
reports about the Pol Pect® apd
leng-Sary: one version is that they are
in the jungles carrying on a_ gue-
rila. war, and the other is that
they are in Peking toset up 2 Goy-
ernment-in-exile before resuming
the guerilla war. Peking radic openly
stated that the Communist Party
of China will help the Kampuchean
Commurnist Party to wage & relent-
less guerilla var to cavture power.
Ttis statrment is in line with the
policy adumbrated by Teng during
his South-East Asian tour when
he had repeatedly said that whilst
Peking would maintain correct Gov-
ernment-to-Government  relations
with Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur and
Singapore, the CP of China will
continue to have its own relations
with the CPs in these countries.
This stance by Teng had not been
well received by ASEAN govern-
ments, which had, on the other
hand, beep assured by Vietnam's
Premier Pham Van Dong tnat Hanoi
will not assist rebel or guerilla
groups in those countries under
any circumstances.

ASEAN countries may find it
difficult to reconcile this position '
with what Vietnam has dene in
Kampuchea now, but even ASEAN
countries seem to regard Kampu-
chea as a special case. The indica-
tions are that the ASEAN coun-
tries will be strictly “neutral” in
regard to developments in Kam-
puchea, meaning that ASEAN coup-
tries will not support the Peking
line that Vietnam had waged s
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war of aggrassion to conquer
Kampuzhea. Within a reasonable
time, ASEAN countries can be ex-
pected to recognize the pew re-
gime in Phrom Penh.

What will the USA and other
Weastern countries do! Will they
take a ‘'peutralist” line like the
ASEAN countries and accept the
changz of governments in Kam-
puchea with pragmatic realism, or
will the USA lend direct or jndirect
support to the Pol Pot government-
in-exile in Peking? The USA is
not likely to fol'ow this self-de-
feating policy although Carter is
likely to preach homilies to Vietnam
and the ‘“‘rebel groups” in Kam-
puchea that their resort to force
was contrary to his concepts of
human rights as it applied to coun-
tries where the USA has no vested
interests based on financial in-
vestmepts. What will the non-
aligned governments of Sri Lanka,
India, Yugoslavia and the like say
about the recent developments in
Indo-China?

There is no doubt that what
has taken place in Kampuchea
and Indo-Chira is a setback to
China especially at a time when it
has claimed sovereignty over the
Spratly and other Islands in the
Archipelago whist waiving, tem-
porarily at least, sovereignty over
Taiwan, in order to establish full
. diplomatic ties with the = USA.
(The establishment of full diple-
. matic relations between China and
USA, by putting Taiwan into cold
storage, accordirg to many ob-
servers, had brought zbout a nmew
balance of power in the world,
but the latest deyelopments in
Indo-Chipa and Iran add further
complications to the already coms=
plex global geopolitics.

Whilst the USA had a calculated

accession of strength by the dip-
lomatic tie-up with Ckina vis-g-vis
the USSR, the latest developments
in Indo-China and Iran rob the
new US-lapan-China Friendship Lea-

3

gue of part of the new glory. In
the meantims, the four Western
leaders at their summit in Guade-
lope in the Caribbean have been at
pains to point out that fricndshlp'
with China was not at the expense
of detente with the Soviet Union.
Whilst certain Europecn powers
want to use the “China‘card” to
cut the Soviet Union down to size,
there are others who zre opposed
to this.

It is difficult to say what will
happen next in Iran. But of this
there cannot be any doubt—that
tha Shah is well on the way cut
and all manipulctive manosuyres
he adopts tocling to the Peacock
Fhrone even behind the shadow
of a “civilian government led by
men like Bhaktiar are doomed to
failure. A civil war in lran cannot
ba ruled out if the Shah, his army
loyalists and the WWestern backers
want to fight it out, but the poor
and even the middle classes
in Iran—an overwhelming majority
of the population—have nothing to
lose but their chains, 2nd they
are in the mood to fight.

If the present monarchy in Iran
which was created by General
Ironside, and the British is thrown
out, the future of moparchies also
set up by the British after the first
world war or just before in Arab coun-
tries. Like Saudi Arabia, Jordon
the Sheikdems of the UAE and the
other petty kingdoms in the Gulf
will all topple down and the theory
of collapsing dominoes which Dulles
had feared in the fifties will take
place in an area which the cold
war strategists of the YWest had
believed to be a safe precinct for
Western finance capital for 2 num-
ber of centuries.

A new world is fast energing,
but nobody can say what its maip
features will ‘be.' India is in the
throes of an wupheaval with tre
Japata experiment a total and dis-
mal failure. In Pakistan, General
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Zia's Marticl Lzw ~admipistration
is not making a.y headwey either
in economic development or in
achieving political stability, Bang-
ladesh is in the grip of a political
dilemma from which there does
not seem to be a way out.

The stalemate in WWest Asia Is
beginning “to tire everyone. In
Southern Africa, violerce has ba-
gun to erupt in a big way with the
apartheidists and racialists deter-
mined to maintain White Rule over
some of the richest parts of the
continent. But all these develop-
ments are overshadowed by the
global economic crisis that has
dascended on all but a few of the
leading capitalist nations of the
West.

In this situation,
Sri Lanka stand?

With  bounteous  politically-
motivated loans from the IMF and
Consortium countries, Sri Lanka
has. been flooded with consumer
goods of every kind. Will this
country generate enough producticn
and productivity to be able ta
repay loans within the stipulated
periods? In addition to this, in
terms of our Trade Agreement
with Chipa and the liberalised
imports, China has successfully cep-
tured our pavement markets with
cheap cogsumer imports of every
kind. Very soon, the cry of dump-
ing to destroy every trace of [occal
production in such goods will
arise.

The President and the Ministers
seem to find comfort in the plenti-
tude of consumer goods of eyery.
kind, but is this rezlly something
to be happy about! Except for a
little increased paddy procucticn
—even here much of the boasting
by Ministers is blatant exaggera--
tion—there is nothir g else to sl ow
as evidence of real economic growth.
And, the way statistic, abcut paddy
production are collected leaves
much to be desired because the

where does

TRIBUNE, January 13, 1979



accuracy of government figures can
easily be challenged. ’

“ Thaugh a faw silver linings have
manifasted  themszslves in the Sri
Lankan horizon 'in recsst months,
heayy ‘dark clouls have bezun to
obliterate a fow  sputs of bijgiic
ness., Th: FTZ has bejun to reek

with' corript aid shaly deals
The new Air Lanka i3 nothinz
short of a sell olt—it would be

far battar for Sri Lanka not 16
have an ‘interpationz] airline flag-
carrier  thon  becore a  seco d
rat2 juzior partper of Singapore
Alrlines? Must we. become the
dumpirg ground for SiA’s obzolets
phines?

MaYiawell is still a long way off,
but bifore Mihaweli can  bring
prosparity, Sri Lanka might well
have become a colony 'of gready
' Aisn entreprenetirs from Singapore
and Hopgkong? W Jther Sri Larka
is a question on the lips of think-
ing reople who are concerned
with the future of this island.

Ministarial performances in
the implementation of policies—
except inl & few rire cases—have
nst inspired copfidence.
Minister Premadesa stands  heads
and shoulders above all others in
the matter of getting things doie.
He zlso seems to have the capacity
to make bureaucrats, technocrats
and all others conpected with
development in his Ministry to
work. He is one of the few Minis-
ters who takes up follow-uy action
to sze that his directives and orders
are carrled out. If only other Minis-
ters. follow Mr. Pramadasz’s
ample, a great deal will be achieved.

Ansther Miuistar whe has begun
‘to show rare promise of being
able to got tlings done is Mr.
Festus Perera, Minister of Fisheries:

Prime

ax-

mistakes have now bean corrected
apd  Minister Festus Perera  has
been able to achieve 2 groat deal
Witiiin a short time. He has also
dona a great deal of homeworl
aad if there |5 one person who
knews everyching thors is to Kpow -
about fitheries—roastaly (deep zea
and inlan i—=it is Mr. Festus Psrera.
Mo has been able to get his tech-
nedrats to-draw up leng-tzrm and
sheri-term plans and  programmes
on all aspects of the Fishing lndustry

and distributioh, 2r.d he has begun
to insoive eonfidence thet by s’ eer
persistance he will get the work

done: He alse mzkes surprise visits
to yerious Fishorisy Department
installations: and hag discovered that
Is are .either absent or are
they should be st

ofiic
asleer—when
warlk,

The recent acpointmsnt of Mr.
Antira Weerarzine, of Ceramic and
Asst. Secretarial fame during 'the
SLFP government, as Sechatary,
Fisherizs, has made many wonder

 whetiier the UNP' Is so bankrupt

Tribune had bean wery sritical of'_

him ‘when officials In “Ris Mm:
had"let’ the n..our:tl'y on a clar;ce

by fafmihg out our seas to foreien

trawlers  Without adequate ‘safe-
guates and pl‘ecaut]cms * These

m‘:_gyue, Jaquary 13, 1979

of bursZzucratic and teckpocratic
skills that It should have recourse
to drgnouts wWho have still pot
cutlived the notoristy .they had
iearned. for thamselves earlier. Mr.
Awura Wesraratnée no doubt made
asuccess of the Ceranics Corpori-
ticn, but he had aiso led his last
Ministzr and the Governmant en
a dapce that made history. He may
be 2 new man—all of them say that
—but must the LINP rtake risks
of - this Kind' in key asnd sahsitice
,ministriss IJka Fisheries? What the
Ministry of Fisheries will be lika
after Mr. Anura Weerarame has nzd
time to fasl his way about isfyet
to.be seen: Minister, Festus Perera,
by himself, without five-star opera-
tors lilke Anura Wesraratns, had
brcu ht the Fisheries Establishment

" to a position whera it had won the

respect of fishermen and the public
and had begun to inspire copfi-
dence that it was going places,
but now; It Is anybody's guess what
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Mhjnjster Festus Perern

Fisheries will turn out t& be with
Anura Weerarame about=upless of

‘course he has uhdsrzone a borp-

again transformation.

Minister Festus Perera will do
well to -plough his jorely furrow
as he'has besn doing for some time
now and he sheuld ipsist tiat his
Secretury Weeraratne confine him-
self to Secretarial fupctions and
duties and not azsume tha role of
saylour to exscute spestacular feats
of dazzling fi.onanslnp
a0

000  eCo

IN SRI" LANKA

The Saga Of Fereagn

Doctors .

For mapny menths, tae  Ministry
of Hedlea nal protlaimed that foreign
doctors wers baing recrilited to mest
the shortoge im Sti Lonke. [0 the
third wezk of Novembsr, [978 'the
first baten had flown in. The Cey=-

fon Daliy Mirrer of 200178
nad’ #ierulded  their coming with 4
striking fronlpage splash FILIP.NO

DOCS. FLY IN TO MAN REMOTE

CLINICS: . The report by Thiloka
Pancharatnoim teod:
SIXTEEN doctors from the Phi-

lipplnes, including women who arj-
Five toduy to take up duties with
the Departmant of Health Services
will ‘be posted to rural areas from
Beramber 1. T“e what Mr,
Gamanl Iayasuriya Minister of Healch
told the Daily Mirror yesterday.
Mr. Jayasuriya sald that the short-
age of docters'was most aclte in

s

the periphery where 80 per cept

of the population lived and to

Which local doctars; over the years
had refused to go. Remote areas

such as Lakgala-Pallegama and Hurus
luwewa had no dectors for several
months. Alid it was to places such
as these; that ‘the foreign doctors
would ‘be ‘posted. The Filipinos

are the first batch of foreign doe-.
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ﬁnr'gfée}' ' Doetors—Ark" They Qualified!

tors to be recruited by the UN
voluntesr section based in Geneva
on a request made to it by Gov~
ernment to help overcome an acut_e-'
shortage of doctors, Another

batch of 40 docters—irom India
and Pakistan Is expected in

December.

Explaining the need to employ
these doctors, the Migister said

that it was only a temparary ineasure,

Employing them would not cost
the country any additional expsn-

' diture ag they would be paid simi-

lar salaries as those of local doctors.
These doctors would be paid in
local currency the consolidated sa=
lary of a preliminary grade medical

.officer. The differepce in: payment

would be finanzed: by the UN
Agency. Mr. Jazasuriya said ‘that
no lecal doctor would be .deptrived
of his place in the country’s health
seryjce. Foreign medical officers
would not be entitled to private
prastice. Although their employ-
ment had initially been contracted
for two years, their services could
be' terminated ‘at any tima.The
foreign doctors would also be given
an.  orlentation course’ at  the
Institute of Hyvsiene at * Kalurars,
They would be instructed on the
trgatment mathods and drugs nor-
mally prescribed here, facilities av-
ailable for scresning and referring
of patients and also given an inten-
sive training on language: The

‘latter would mostly place empha-

sis won madlcal farminology and
general  dizlogue between doctor
and patient. |

-0 00 0-0
Then, on fanuary '3, 1979, the
Ceylon Daily Mirror carried ano-
crother. story fron Thilaka Pancha-
ratnam entitled 4 FILIPINO DOCTORS
RESIGN. ; :

Four of the 26 Filipino medica
volunteers who were posted to
medical institutions in the periphery
resigned and returned to  the
Philipines last week. Three of them

g L ]

returnad to their eountry on medi-

cal grounds while the fourth did
not give any ‘redsons for hels rosig-
nation. The Daily Mirrer uaderss
tands that the husbapnd apd-wife

team wil@ were accompanied by

their’ little daughter wers posted
to ‘a malaria stricken arel. .They
found that they wsere segsitive
to the  fumes of the anti-makiria
insecticide and roguested a trapsfer
to the city., Since this reguest
could not be grantsd couple
rasigned and ‘flew back to their
homsland.. The other deztor had
complalnzd of a heart ailment and
althiouzh the UMN -office here did
not think his. complaint serious
ensugh to warrant, a resignstion,
he did so and returned to the
Philippines,  The  fourth doctor
gave po rexsons for his resiznation
The Filipino dpctors werse pos\ed
to medical ipstitutions in 'the
periphery in November last year.
Mzaanwhile apother batch of 18
Indian doctors were posted to their
stations yasterda,.

=1
LS

o—0 0-0 O—0
The following is a letter dated

261277 from a lecal doctor who

for ohvivus regsons wants to rentain

Qnonymous.

A few weeks have elapsed sinte
our government imporied a batch
of foreign dorctorg from abroad
(reported to be from Philippines)
in order to overcome the difficuls
ties created by ghortige of losal
doctors. But we (at l=2st 1) de not
know (1) the qualifizations of these
foreign doctors and (ii} the total
emoluments. they rescive (and whe-
ther it is in local currency or foreisn
currency}  from the Sri Lanka
government apdfor from any other
UN  agency ({iii) their working
condltions, hours of wark, number
of days of duty per month, paid
holldays, incemes tax daductions,
whether they are subiect o FR,

AR and other health department

regulations (iv) whether they ean
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resign. any time with er without

one menth's notice, (V) whether:

they are provided livirg quarters
(and servants) at government ex-
perse (vi) whiether cur Health
Decpartment has the right to give
them any kind of {relevant) duty
anywiere in the islend, (vil) whe-
ther they do medico-legal (judical
werk). The question of their quall-
fications (snd frem which Univer-
sity obtained) assumes significance
because it is common knowledge
that standards of medical gradustes
differ. widely from Wpivetsity to
University, It may oe of interest
ta kpcw . whather their -MBES
dagrees are recognised by the pres-
tigicus General Medleal Coupcil,
UK (the latter grzpted recogni-
tion—meaping, right to practice
medicine in UK apd other Com=
menweal'h countries—to. Celombo,
and Peradeniya MBES degrees con-
ferred up to 1972 only). The Ce}'
lonese medical graduates of Lum-
umba Upiversity, USSR and other
Sacialist countries are "forced” ty
the Ceylen Medical Council znd
the Ceylon Coverpment to sit 2n
‘examipation here on their returp,’
before they are aksorbed to the
Health Department. ({1 am percon-
ally not aware whether the. meaical
dogrees of USSP are recognises by
the General Medical Council, UK).

Finally, - permit me to_ add .a
personial remarl. | have MEES
(Cey.) and also General Mediual
Council full registration. | passed

‘out from Perzdeniya Medical School

in 1988 2nd served the Health De-
partment from 1969 to 1977. In
Harch 1577 | sepht my resignaticn
to the Department of Health along .
with one month’s pay (which was
accepted and a receipt Issued to -
me by the Health Department).
But In spite of repeated reminders,
the Health Department has not
so far sent me a letter of release
which, | understand, Is necessary -
for me to travel putslde Ceylen .
even for a few days %
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BETWEEN THE LINES

BY SERENDIB

Sellout To
Singapore ?

*MONKEY BUSINESS [N FTZ.
The Tribune of December 2, 1978
spotlighted a nasty piece of
work in its last page colump
CONFIDENTIALLY. it had said :
“....That Tribune intrigued by this
funny business of a bedside Board
meeting and especially the hurry
to hold it before the other two
Directors returned to the island—
set its sleuths and investigators on
the job of discovering some of the
facts? That the facts that our in-
vestigators have come up with will
make many to sit up? (That if the
bosses of the GCEC think any of
our facts are wrong, we would
request them to send us for publi-
cition the facts they regard as
true?). That Tribune investigators
have found out that tle matter so
hurriedly discussed zt the bedside
meeting related to a contract in
connection with the development
of Negombo town? That to go
bazk a little, it was on 11.07.78 that
the GCEC wrote to three firms
asking them to submit plans and
proposals for planning: designing,
project mapagement and copstruc-
tion work pertaining to the develop-
ment and expansion of Negombo
town? That the three firms were
(1) SELLECK N CHOLLS WILL!-
AMS (EEC) LTD., (2) SPECIE
DATIGNOLLES and () ULSAN
CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOP-
MENT CO. LTD.? That at that
time the three firms were in Sri
Lanka having tendered for a large
housi g project at Raddoluwa ? That
" the thres firms were asked to sub-
mit proposals before Oectober 30,
19781 That there after, scmetime
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in  August 1978, the Director
General of the GCEC, Upali W.je-
wardene, had adled a pew firm
ASIAN EXPRESS LTD., to the
list and asked this firm too to submit
proposals for the development of
N:gombo town! That this firm
was given additional time till
November 9, 1978 to submit its
proposals ! That Tribune lLas pot
been able to find out whethur the
decision to add ASIAN EXPRESS
LTD., to the list was arrived at a
Board meeting or whether it was
something done by the Direttor-
General off his own bat? That a
Committee was also appointed to
evaluate the propesals? Tihat the
Committee was headed by Vitharne,
tle Secretary who had recently
blosscmed out to be Secretary-
General (Vide Tribune 25/11/78)1
IS IT NOT A FACT that soon after
November 9 the Vitharne Committee
had met and recommended to the
Bozrd of the CCEC that the pro-
posals of the ASIAN EXFRESS LTD.,
be accepted as the ‘mest comprehen-
sive’? That tle Committee, 1.0
doubt to hive a sufety and escipe
clause for.itsel, had added a previso
that the background and experience
of ASIAN EXPRESS LTD in regard
to the kind of work irvolved in the
contract was nct kiown compared
to the two other comyanies thet had
tendered for the job?! (That one
of the woriginal three. viz. ULSAN
CCNSTRUCTICN £AND CEVELOP-
MLCNT CO. LTD. hLad pect tendered
for-this jcb) ? That our investigators
have so far not been able to find
cut what the depleted Beird that
met at the becside of a sick member
on November 24 cdecided? That
this is the 764 million question ip
the FTZ todey ? That tke pepular
gossip is that the ASIAN EXPRESS
LTD.. is the compary faveured by
the [Cirector Gereral? That this
cempany Fas a Malaysian base with
expatriate Sri Lankan involvement?
“That if tle contract |s given to
ASIAN EXPRESS LTD., it will be a

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
ndolaham.org | aavanaham.org

An Upali Produet?

scandal of the first magpitude ?
That though all the legal and technl-
cal formalities would seemingly have
been adhered to in granting the
contract te ASIAN EXPRESS LTD.,
very important moral and sthical
questions arise? That if this kind
of monkey-business is permitted to
go on in the CCEC, the President’s
declaratiors about a Dharmista
society will loose all validity ! That
if the President wants to preserve
the imige of an hopest administra-
tion, he must look into the affairs
of the GCEC?",

Thereafier, on December 16, 1978,

Tribune's CONFIDENTIALLY column

concluded anotier picce on the
FTZ thus: ....“THAT it is diificult
to see how “differences'’’ which
arise from corruption versus anti-
corruption corflicts can be composed
without drastic surgery ? That little
by little a big dark cloud of corrup-
tion has begun to hang over the
FTZ a.d it cannot be said that the
President and the UNP have pot
been forewarped? That the little
‘benefits' the FTZ may bring to a
few tl.ousands in the form of employ-
ment will not be able to offset the
scancal of a few dirty deals thet
brings millions in profit to a favoured
few ? That the big sharks oparating
in the FTZ seem to think that once
technicclities and formalities are
seemingly ~ obsarved everything in
the garien is well and good? That
no fault capn be found with 'the
awardir g of the contract to ASIAN
EXPRESS CO., LTD.. at a Board
meeting held in the bedroom of a
sickk Cirector because there was the.
requisite quorum as required by
liw and the rules ?-That the suspi-
cions which have been aroused by
the way the whole thig was done
has left a stink that will gather
momentum as more and more such
de_:tls are put through? That ex-
perience has shown that voters

-are pever dured by the observance

of mere formalities and legalities 7
That  this is something that the

&



Obsolete. Boeings .

bigwigs in the UNP must think
about 1’

That. it is in this context that
we reprint a story from the STRAITS
TIMES of December 30, 1978 entitled
SINGAPORE FIRM WINS 5650M
DEAL IN SRI LANKA (Lian Thian
Soo and Dana Lam reporting) :

“A consortium of Singapore and
Malaysian firms has won a $650
million contract to provide ‘brain’
services for the development dnd
expansion of a town in Sri- Lanka.
Asian Express International Consor-
tium comprizing five Siagapare firms
and a Malaysia firm won the contract
frem 10 international bidders. The
contract, to be carried out in
three phases, is for the planning,
design and project management of
the construction of infrestructure
facilities and supperting housing,
medical centre and city-planning
schemes for the town of Negombo.
It was awarded by the Greater
Colombo  Economic  Commission,
which is the authority in charge of
the Sri Lanka Free Trade Zone
where Negombo i5. The first, which
involves the constructien of water
supply, sewerage, drainage and
road system for the town, will take
two years starting edrly-in the New
Year. The value for this part of the
contract is estimated at %200
million. For the subsaquent stages,
worth about $450 million, the group
will te involvad in the construction
of a five-star hotel, 200 executive-
type houses and 2,000 units of fow-
cost housing in Negombo Town and
the Colombo International Airport
vicinity.

**Said Mr. T. Jaycdeyan, Chairman
of Asian Express Internaticnal (Singa-
pore) Pte. Ltd: This is the first
time Singapore monogement services
and technical expertize have been
exported to a foreign coun'ry in the
form of a single multi-millior dnllar
shecialist services contract. Other
Singatore firms include Lau Cownie
and Balfour, which speciolises In
the public health engineering ficld.

7

Asian Express

and Heah Hock Hong and Partners,

an architect firm. LDB will under-

~ take the work of planning, design
and constructicn supervision of the
water supply, drainage and storm
water control and sewerage system,
including the cost of this segment
of works is the range of & 126million.
Heah Hock and Partners will be
involved in the planning and des'gn
of the five star Fotel and executive-
type housing schemes.”

The Asian Express [International

Consortium is a clearly syndicate put

together for the purpose of this FTZ
contract for Negombo town. Nobody
could have complained about this
if the company had tendered with

the other companies on or before
30.10.78 and had not been given a
- special concession to delay its tender
proposals until November 9, 1978,

The suspicion has been-'openly

expressed that this Consortium s
‘an outfit in which companies or
individuals who are business partners
of Upali Wijewardene in Malaysia
and Singapore have crucial interests.

Critics have openly alleged that
International
Upali outfit, and no denial has been
forthcoming from the boss of the
GCEC? |If it is true that Asian
Express Irternaticnal is an Upali
Product, it will bea scandal of the
first magnitude and this may prove
to be a majér campaign bone of
contention at the next -elections.

*AIR LANKA MESS. The
STRAITs TIMES of December
29, 1978 had a top storv entitled
Sl& TO LEASE 2 BOEINGS TO AIR
LAMNKA (Susie Soh reporting). This
is what the story said :

“Singotore Air lines is to lease
two Bedirg 707z to Alr Lanka, the
new Sri Lanke national carrier
which is exbected to begin  opera-
tions next September. | SIA will also
act ©s eopaultants te the: newly-
formed oitline ard, accordirg to
gources, will second several pilots,
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is an'’

technicians and marketing parsonnel
to- Air Lanka. Already. an SIA.
Boeing- 707 captain, Mr. Rakhitha
Wickremanayake, has been second-
ed for two-year period as Chairman
of Air Lanka. An SIA' spokesman
said yesterday : ‘SIA is prepared
to zell or lcaze Boeing 707 aircraft
to the n2w ai-line. We nave made
a primary offer to provide manage-
ment services to Air Lanka folfowing
a rwqusst for assistance by Air
Lanka.  Further nzgotiations will
have to b2 carried out before dztails
are finalized." SIA has five Boeing
707'5 in its flest. Two are now on
freighter service and a third will
he added to this cargo fleet. The
remaining two will, a5 part of tie
airline’s plan phase out tne aircraft,
ba replaced by DC-135, and sources
=aid thzse two would be leased to
tha Sei Lankan carrier.

“The -new carrier will operate on
the traditional internationcl routes
of Air Ceylon, whose international
flights wer2 terminated earlier this
yzar. Meanwhile, a Reuter report,
quoting official sources <aid Sri
Lanka has propazed tha sstablishment
of a regional airlines, Asian Airways,
in cenperation. with e'ght other
countries in the region. Sri Lanka
is said to have invited !ndig, Pakistan,
Banelodesa, Burma, Thailand, Malay-
sia, Singapore andiianwo investin tae
agirline. According to the propisal,
the airline will br managed by a:-
bnard of directors with each country
represented  eond  jts = chairman
alternating annually f{rom country
to country. The proprsad airline,
to be based in Sri Lanka will be
modelled on the Scandinavian Aire
line System (SAS). SAS became an
internoticncl consortium after the
Second world war vehen three small
airline of Denmark, Norway and
Swed=n got tog.ther. The bourd e
apbointed from the threa alrline,
with 'Denmark and Norwov sach
holding two-sevanths of the shares
and .‘he'rema:’nfﬂg tneee sevenths
by Sweden., The shareholders are
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the governments and private entre.
preneurs. A Ministry of Communica-
tions spckesman was not ‘available
for camment on the proposed airline
yesterday. An SIA sbokssman <oid
the airline had not been approachad.”

Readers will realise that this
report frem the STRAIT TIMES of
Decambar 29 confirms what was set
outipn the CONF.DENTIALLY column
lase weak (lan. 6, 1973—Vol, 23
No. 27) that Air L-nka will lease
two Bosing 7075 from Sinsapors
Air Lines-s a kind of pozr rel atlo
‘doomed to uss plages f2st be- oming
obsolata  Tritune w'l have more
about the AIR LANKS Prolest ip
the CONFDINTIALLY  eslumn
and elsewhere In the coming weeks?

-

DD
IN THE TUB

The Pilgrim é_ge
Of Man

(Dizgenes thanks i's many friends
and readers for their good wishas,
His anly wish for ths year iz that he
should not wish for anything, He
extendy this wish to his dear friends
‘here and-abread.)

Disganes wasa cynicand a ratio-
nalist, With reason and experience
he azzented the Jife of the Spirit.
He lived four centuries before
Christ and two centurics affer the
Buddha. He podsessed nothing! be-
sides his mind and spirit. Ha mada

use of a dissarded Tub and he lived |

in it. Hesat there, he lay there and
he slept there. It was here that he
contemplated on the parure of
things and the wavs of men. Ha took
his mind intothe past and into the
futurs, His present embrased all
etarnity. He usad to 29 into a trance
In his daap melitations and then
he was out of the confines of time
and space. To him, hig body, waga
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.gnd his fortress.

burden which ke longed to cast’

off. It appeared to Him to be decaying
and unfit for human habitation.
He lived unmindiul of his body
which was a mere receptacle for
his breaking bones, clotung blood
and drying flesh.

On the other hand, It was the
inner life of the Spirit he lived.
It was lived in the inmer znd deeper
recesSes of his lieart. That was his
secret znd restful abode, his refuge
Frem here, with
gre=at egquanimity, he surveyed the
progress of man as though it was
reeled on la televison screen thit
was before him.  He saw man
spiritually, adven-ing from fear to
faith and from faith to undr:rst'ndlng.
Man was helped and insrired by the
great religious Ieacers in his spiritual
Journey zlong the several religious
paths which lead him to his happy
destination. . These several paths
are open to him and he Journeys
walking along the path of s choice
like a child holding onto = push
cart,

The_outward man; with his inner

personality submerged, begins hig
journey with his instincts and jm-
pulses, superstitions and fears, con=
flicts and hates, The great teackings
help him further up in his ;our‘nev
beyond the rites and rituals, with
faith and belisf. He: passes the
points of devotion apd krowledge
as he travels along the several
paths laid down in the relisions
and philesophics.
his jeurney now with Understanding
and love. He reaches a point where
all religions meet.

It is at this confluence that the
outer man discards  his outer-
self and his push eart, so to say,
even as the astronaut digeards his
first space-ship and gefs into the
lunar mouule
into his inmer self having burnt
himsalf cut ke the campher inte
a life of the srirjt.
hereafter is on a solitary path and

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Ha proceeds on

The outerman gatg !

His jourdey

Beyord Somsars

he covers thi§ last lap alore and yet
with all, having totally cenquered
the inner worlds within. His spiri=
tual journey Is now comgplete on
this earth and he goes beyond the
stream leaving all his desires behind.

He crosses the stream of Samsara
and reaches the lapd of Nirvana,
free from pleasure and pain. To
him now thinss future or past.

" things past or present are nothing,

Ha has nothine. He desires nothing.
He becomes the all seer and the zl]
conqusror having freed Limself from
life that ends in death. He is the

seer whose visioi Is pure and clear
and in peace and perfection he is

one with the Supreme.

-0~ —0- —0O—

FOEM

Must Christians
Be Carnivores?

If Christ prescribed what men
should eat,

He certaiply, did not say meat—
Thus meaning flesh of birds or
beasts

For daily fare or sumatuous fezsts,
For carnivores to flll their paunch
With Turkey, Ham

By meat or fish was meant the food

Whick for the notmal being is good;

A vegetarian diet which

In nutrimdnt Is good and richh,

The gralns, the frults, the milk,
. the cheese

Which can the Jaded palate please.

Christ’s Tove and merey eannot flow

With guiltless blood of creaturee -
low.

v Mervyn Casle Chetey
dan, 2, [979.

and Lamb's
Toast hauuch.._



From The Local Press

SR] LANKA CHRONICLE

Dec. 21=Dec. 29

- CHRONICL
s SRI LANKA CH E

DIARY QF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA
AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM
DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED [N
y COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—
Ceylon Daily Mirror; €J0—Ceylan
Observer; ST—Sunday Timas; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Lankadipz; VK—Vira-
kesali ATH—Aththa; SM~Silumina;
SLD--Sri  Lankadipa; JD—Janadina;
SU—Sun; DV—Davasa; DP—Dinapathi
CM—Chintamani; WK—Weekend;
RR—Riviresa; EN-—Eelanadu; |DPR—
information  Dept. Press Release;
DK—Dinakara,

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21:
'Sri Lanka will not purchase any
rice from China next year. In the
JA-Sino-Sri Lanka Trade Protocol for
~ 1979 there is no provision for the
purchase of rice; this is the first
time that rice does not feature
in the trade transactions between
China and Sri Lanka since 1952
when- trade agreements were ini-
tiated between the two countries.
The people in the Batticaloa dis-
trict will continue to get free
rations till the end of this month;
this follows a directive by the

President; the free rations issued

to cyclone victims were to have
been stopped by the end of last
week. The government decided
yesterday to increase the price of
petrol while not increasing the
%7 price of kerosene, diesel and fur-
nace oil: the following new petrol
ptices will come into effect today;
Super Rs. 20 per gallon or Rs.
4.40 per litre and Regular Rs. 18/50
per gallon or Rs. 4.10 per litre,
Ballistic reports made by the gov-
ernment analyst reveal that the
revolver used by the bandits who

raided the Nallur Bank last Decem- -
per 5 was the same one that was

used to kill Constable Karunanidhi

9.

who was investigating the Alfred
Duraiappah murder three
years ago and the attempted mur-
der of former Member of Parlia-
ment for Nollur Mr. C. Arulambalam
a senior Police official said yester-

day. A steep Increase in export
earnings from rubber in rupee
terms was recorded during the

first six months of this year—CDN,

Sri Lanka is expected to buy over
Rs. 300 million worth of ‘petro-
leum products mostly dissel oil
and kerosene from the People's
Republic of China at less than the
pravailing. OPEC oil prices. The
government yesterday decided to
set up an organisation called Aslan
Airways Association for the com-
mon benefit of all Asiap airlines;
this decision was taken on a re-
commendation by Mr. Apapda-
tissa de Alwis, Minister of State,
The government will import 50,060
gross exercise books as an emer-
gency measure—CDM. The Minis-
ter of Trade and Shipoing Mr. Lalith

Athulathmudali will todey apno-
unce government's decision
to provide equal  treatment

to all garment exporters in the
granting of tax holidays. Presi-
dent J. R. Jayewardene, in an ap-
parent gesture of goodwill and
support for the South-West African
People’s Organisation (SVWAPO)
of Namibia has allowed the ure of
Sri Lanka as an educaticnal base

for the upliftment of young Nami- .

bians—SU. The Deputy Minister
of Fisheries said ir Parliament
that all estate workers who left
upcountry areas apd went North
during the August 77" disturbances
should now return: the Vavuniya

MP denied allegations that wors '

kers were kept in the Northern
areas forcibly by a political organi-
sation. The MP for Viyaluva alleged
in Parliament that: the terrorist-
movement in the North which was
indulging in acts of violence to
gain Tamil Eelam was c[c_ase'ly.con-.
nected to the TULF—DP. The
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Telecommunication Department .
hopes to use a radic wave system
in the cyclope affected areas ins-
tead of pew telephone lines—LD.
The police suspects that terrorist, *
groups in the porth are now con-
sidering kidnapping politicians and
business magnates to use them
as hostages to make politizal de-
mands—DK.  Fermer Indian PM
Mrs. Indira Gandhi was arrested
in the Lok Sabha yesterday and
taken to New Dalhi’s Central
Tihariail: Mrs, Gandhi said she would
re-contest Chikm-galur as soon as the
by-election to fil t/e seat was dacla-
red. The Shah of Iran is continuiﬁg'
eontacts this week with several poli--
ticlans  tosend  out rebeljous
officers from formirg a civi-
lian gevernment toreplace General
Azahri's adminlstration appointed on
November 1. The Israeli Parliame3stt
last night supported the govern-
ment's Middle East policy and bla-
med Egypt and the US for the failure
to sign a peace treaty. Former Pakis-
tan PM Zuifikar Ali Bhutto appearing
against a sentence tO death for
ordering the assasination of a poll-
tical opponept rold the supreme
court yesterday his trial had beep
unfair—CDN.

FR!DAY, DECEMBER 22:
The Cabinet has decided to go
ahead with a program of building
cyclone-proof houses in the areas
which were hit by the cyclone.
The Minister of Justice diselosed
this at a press conference held in
his office yesterday. 'Sri Llanka
will = reach  self-sufficiency ~ 'in
rice and also have surplus quanti-
ties for export by the ‘end of next:
year. This year’s combined Maha'
and Yala harvests have brought
at all-time record harvest of 100
million bushels. If the country's’
14 million population “is to ‘be-
given two measures of rice' per
week the required harvest will:
have to be 114 'miltion = bushels
and by 1979 this target will be ex-
ceeded; the Minister of Agricul:
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tural Dovelopment and Research
Mr. E. L. Senanayake sald so in
Piarllamant yesterday. The lapa-
nese government has offered Rs.
40 million aid to Sri Lapka to set
up a Research and Traini: g Centre
for coastal aquaculture. A team of
officers from the Ministry of Labour
will coi.ductasuryey of firms which
have defaulted in offering employ-
ment to youth upder the Expansion
of Employment In tiie Private
Sector, The Department of Im-
migration is takirg steps to en-
sure that Sri Lankens who have
obtained jobs In the Middle East
are guaranteed thelr return pas-
sages by employers. The Miuister
of Trade and Slipping Mr. Lalith
Athulathmudall pledged in' Parlia-
ment vesterday that there will he
no scarcities of esseptial consumer
goods and exhorbitant prices in
this country 2s long as ke remaired
in charge of trade—CDN. There
will pever again be shortages or
uncopsciopable profitmaking and |
am prepared to meet any com-
merelal challenre op t“at azcount;
sald Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali,
Mipisrer of Trade and Shipping
in Parlizment vesterday. Over
130.000 passports and emergency
certificates—more  than  double
last year’s number have been
issued to Srl Lankans during this
year. The six autonomous Uni-
versities—one of the election ple-
dzas of the United Natiopal Party—
will come Into being on Janvary
f, 1°79—CDM. Governmert offi-
cials and corporation bosses re-
cruitipg personpel to the state
sactor by violating the fob Bank
procadures, will be surcharged.
Taxi fares shot up yesterday to Ps.
6.50—snd even more—for a mile;
this was the outcome of yester-
day’s retrol price hike by more
than 50 per rent. Certain political
grours were indulging in indoctri-
nation under the suise of relief
work: Justice Minister K. W.
Davanavasam told a2 press con-
ference yesterday; he idemiﬂBd

the TULF and the lapatha Vimuk-
thi Peramupa (JVP) among them.

Over 2 hundred wealthy foreign-
ers have shown interest in settling
down in Sri Lagka upoer the Resi-
dent Guest Scieme—SU. The
Leader . of tiie Opposition has in-
formed the President that mali-
cious letters with' the Rubber
Stamp of the Jaffia Police Station
were being circulated to Police
Stations in the Northern Pro-
vince; the letter which ipcludes 2
Si: hala poem requests policeman
to attzck Tamils—VK. Al Job
recruitment to government Cor-
porations and Ministriss will be
accepted only if they come through
Job Banks—DP. The Minister of
Land, Land Deveclopment ete., has
decided to re-plan the who'e land
administratior system for the bet-
ter admipistration of the gorern-
mert land that has been nerlected
up to now-—DM. The Government
is considering reducirg the 45
days of Medical, Casuzl and annual
leave by half from next year—ATH.
British Forecign Minister, David
Owen said he hoped the US, Bri-
tain and France would be able to
persuade China to develop 2 dla-
logue with the arch-foe the Sovict
Union—CDM. At least 10,000 people
have been arrested throughout India
following vlolent demonstrations
after vesterday's failirg  of
former PM Indira. Gandhi. The
high-jarkers of 2n Indiar Alrlige
plana grourded in the north Indiap
city of Var-npasi have demanded
the unconditional release of ex-
Premier Indlra Gandhi. Romania
today hailed the establishment of
diplomatic relations betwcen US
and China 3s an outstandirg event
in the service of peace—SU. Israel
Foreien Minister Moshe Dayan and
Ezyptian PM Mustapha Khalil will
confer in Europe this week in an
effort to re-start the stalled peace
talks between their two cou~tries—
CDM. Taiwan has put its 500,000

full . alert and cleared
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Sri Lanka Chronichs

to boost defence expenditure after
what seems as a new threat
posed by Peking and Washington
normalising relatlons. 16 Congress |
members of the Rajya Sabha
today announced they are squatting
in the house chamber in protest
against the Janata party refusal
to allow a house debate on the
motion for an inquiry into corrup-
tion charges against members of
the families of the PM_Morarji
Desai and Charan Singh—SU,

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23:
The government will spend Rs.
45,000 million on a massive deves
lopment program in this country
on a srale upprececented in his-
tory, surpassing even the era. of
the great Sinhala Kings, Parakra-
mabahu, Dutugemunu or Mahasena;
declared Finance and Planning Mi-
nister, Mr. Ronniede Mel winding
up the committee stage dzbate
on the Budget in Parliament yes-
tarday. The Minister confirmed
that Sri Lanka will receive Rs.
12,000 million in foreign aid. Thirty

five per cent of this aid, including

the financial commitment of Great
Britain for the construction of the
Victoria resarvoir, willcome in as
grants which Sri Lanka will not
have to repay. Police investigating
the murder of Rowlands and his
daughter Koomarine (10) said yes-
terdav that the wealth of the
Rowlands amounted to over a
million rupees and that they were
positive that the motive for the
killing was to get at the last will,

by which Koomarine was to in- -«

herit the bigest share. The govern-
ment of Sri Lanka will apnually
save Rs. 1. million as a result of
the agreemsnt signed with the
United Kipgdom whereby the Bri-
tish government takes overs the
respensibllity of paying pensions
to expatriate officers and widows
of expartiate officers who served
in Ceylon at the time of Indepen-
donce.  The Ceiling on Housing
Property Law Is te be amended

#
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to exempt the houses owned by
religious Institutions and
table trusts from the operation of
that law. Efforts are being imaie
to start the GCE (OL) and the
GCE (AL) classes from the bagin-
ning of next year in the schools
which were 'destroyed by the
cyclone—CDN. Patients in govern-
ment medical institutions were up
in arms owver the praferential
treatmant bsisg given to private
patients by several medical specia-
lists who had earlier been chan-
nelled by them; chis led to the
neglect of other patients, they
claimed. More clues in the George
Rowlands murder case surfaced as
police found acesss to Mr. Row-
lands Will which stated that If
the beneficiary of his will, Lis
ten-year-old daughter Koomarine,
was not alive to receive the bene-
fits of Lis estate, that they should
devlove on a school and a number
of charitable organisations. A
National workshop has bezn set
up to promote the fraining of
rural women in incoms-rising groug
activities.  Proposals to ‘increase
the pensléns of widows and orphans'
to two thirds of the monthly salary
of the deceased public servant
and to establish a Widow's and
Orphans pension fund for the
relicts and children of women
public servants were now under
consideration by the Cabinet. With-
in the next five years, Rs. 45,000
million would bz forthcoming as
foreign ald for the com_ letion of
the acelerated ‘Mihaweli project.

_so said Mr. Ronnie de Mel, Minis-

ter of Finance and Planning when
he wound up the budget debate
in Parliament/ = yesterday—CDM.
Actlon on applizations by tenants
to purchase the house occupied
by them is to be suspended by the
Commissioner of Natiepal Housing,
any procecdings Io respect of
these arnlications will also be
staved. The serond budget of this
Goverament will have to ba chan-
ged accordingly after the destruc-

chari-~

tion caused by the recent cyclon®
apd the setbacks caused to the
country’s " development programime
as a result, Minister of Fipance
and Planning Mr. Ronnie de Mel
told Parliament last night. Mr.
Anura R, Weeraratne, his been
appointed as the new Secretary
to the Ministry of Fisheries, he
will assume duties on January I,
next year. Legislation will shortly
bea introduced in paﬁi@ment for
the estatlishment of a National
Enviroame: tal Authority, Mr. A.
C. 5. Hameed, Minister of Foreign
Affairs apnounced yesterday, The
People's Bank and the Bank of
Ceylon ‘have held talks on setting
up branches near Police stations.
Police stations will be set up near
benks situated on permanert bank
buil 4i, gs—DV. 400 more CTB bus
drivers who have got empsl>fment
in the Mid.ile East have submitted
their resignaticns—DM. The De-

" partment of Housing is taking staps

to pay dan.ages to tie owners of
houses and [rozerty taken over by
the Czmmissioner of Housing—LD,

The Minister of Fin-nce stated
in Parliament that the banks which
were closed in the Norihern
Province will once again be opened
when t'e situation Improves; he
was replylig to the leader of the
Opposition who asked why only
banks in the North were closed
when Bank robberies took place
throughout the country—EN, A
team of Americen cfficers will go
to Tuiwzn next week to establish
a new framework for relations
batween US and Taiwan and dis-
cuss future arms sales—CDN, Death-
clearing shells and rockets whirled
across the border between Israel
and Lebanon yesterday in barrages
that cost a cloud over new efforts
to bring peace to the Middle East.
The UN General Assembly called
yesterday for an urgent mectirg
at the Security Coupcil to co-si-
der  comprehepsive  moretary
economic  socleties against S,
Africa including 2 ban on il and
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arms  Shipment—CDN,  Demog=
ratic Turphall Alliance wlich won
2 land-slide victory in the recent
fovest  territory wice electiors
in Namibia declared null and void
by the UN domanding that the
world body drop its support for
SWAPQ. . Foreign Minis'er Sonada
yesterday said the security treaty
between Tokyo and Woashington
would no losger arply to Taiwan
following the decislon Lo normalise

relitio.s between the WUS apd
Chine—CDM." l.diz’s fermer Ip-

terior Minister Charan Sijgh still
regarded as the secent—most ve-
werful man in the Jlanata party
after Morarji Desal today sharply
attacked the Premier in, parlia-
ment thus dcstroyirg eny hope
for a rezonciliation between the
two men. Presidert Park Cling
Lhee of Scuth Korea today dec-
lared the relesse of hLis arch poli-
tical foe Kin Dae Sung as part of
sweeping ampesty of moere than
50C0 peogle currently in prison—SU,

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24:
The Minister cf Fcreélgn Affiirs,
Me. A. C. 5. Hamsed has told the
Chairman of GIEC znd all other
Forelgn Ministers of CPLC
countrics thot it was urgert and
imperzative {cr OFEC ccuntries now
to formulate concrete mensures of
assistance to thke oil imorting
non aligned ard develorir g coun-
tries. The ceiling cn forcirn in-
vestmert in the local tourist Fotel
industry Is to be raised frem its
presert level of 40 per cent. This
is beirg dene with a view to rere-
rate the required one a~d a half’
billicry rupees for the hotel irdustry
to keep pace with the rroiected
increase in  tourist arrivals by
1984, Sri Lanka will rereived an
outright non reravable grant -
of betweon Rs. 2,500 mill'or and
Ps. 3.000 million from Frirzip,
the Ligkest ever given by Pritiop
to any country, for the Viecria
Profect of the @ Acelerated Mala-
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weli Scheme. The police yester-

day made a breakthrough in the '

Rowiands Murder case with the
arrest of the servant boy, Ananda
at Waga in the Padukka area—S0.
The prices of invalid foods like
— malted milk and certais chocolate-
flavoured bzayerages have shot up
by 25 to 50 per cant. Legislation
will be introduced shortly for
the appointment of an Ombudsman

with power to initiate investiga-

tions on his owa into any infringe-
ment of a fundamental right or
other injustices even though there
be no written refersnce or com-
plaint by the affected parties,
according to the draft legislation
now being finalised, the Ombuds-
man will be authorised to investi-
gate or report oply on complaints
on matters that are alleged to have
occurad after the commencement
of the Constitution and not earlier.
The excavation of limestone carried
out in the Trincomalee and Batti-
caloa districts on a mass scale
has basn completely banned on a
directive issued by the Minister of,
Fisheries Mr. Festus Perera. The
All-Ceylon Union of Teachers has
drafted a Code of Ethics which
it has submitted to the Educational
Reforms Committes as well as to
24 unions of teachers for their
consideration—ST. The ones who
should act as guardians of the law,
the armed forces, were of late
following a policy of attack: the
feader of the Opposition claims
that he is in the know of certain
facts which prave that there is a
secret organisation operating behind
them.50 army officersfrom Jaffnahave
been transferred south since com-
mencement of a campaign to stream-
line the services in the North—VK.
The Sri Lanka Police are soon to
receive 100 Alsation dogs from
Germany; they will be used to stop
drug smuggling—DP. The Central
Bank has suggested to the CTB
to print tokens stating the amounts
of 5 cents and 10 cents to be used
. In buses as change until present
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shortage of coins eases. Children
whose parents have died because
of cyclone will be sent to children’s
homes as a temporary measure—
RR. The Ministry of Trade has
decided to issue a bill book to
pavement traders; they will be
asled to issue a bill for every item
they sell—-SLD?. Pakistan's supreme
court reserved its decision today zs it
complsted the hearing of an appeal
by ex-Premier Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
against the death séntence im-
posed on him for conspiring to
murder a political opponent. Bhu-
tto might have to wait a month
before hearing whether he will
be hanged over the plot alleged
to have occured 4 years ago. Tens
of thousands of farmers descended
on New Delhi in 2 massive display
of support for the former Home
Minister Charan Singh. The US
and the Soviet Union have reached
virtual agreement on a new accord
to curb the nuclear arms race, 2
US official said tonight—S0. The
OPEC may increage | oil prices
again if the dollar declines further,
outgoing OPEC Secretary-General
Al Jerielah said yesterday—ST.
Egyptian PM arrived in Brus-
sels today where -at the weekend
he is to discuss with lsraeli Fore-
ign Minister: Moshe Dayan and US
Secretary of State Cyrus Vance,
possibilities of reviving the Peace
talis.  Yuletide Italy mourned the
death on Saturday of an estimated
100 passengers and over of an fra-
lian “Alitalia” airline’s DC-9 which
plunged into the sea while attemp-

ting to land at Palero  from
Rome—WK,
MONDAY, DECEMBER 25:

The Inspector-General of Police,
Mr. Ana Seneviratne, has drawn
the attention of the rank and fils
of the police service to their duty
of loylty to the police force. The
Government will begin high level
consultations with the private sec-
tor beginning January 3 to work
out a common holiday and work-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.arg

Sri Lanka Chronicle

ing hour scheme expected to go
into force from February 1. The
new University structure will come
into operation in early January,
this is in keeping with the new
University Act which was passed
in Parliamept; the sallent features
of the new structure are the ap-
pointment of Vice Chancellors to

head the Campuses which have

been converted into separate uni-
versities under the pnew Act. Heli-
tours operated by the Sri Lapka
Air Force have doubled the income
this year, the income this year is
four million rupees all received
in Foreign Exchange as against
Rs. 2 1/2 million earned-last year.

Foreign travel by Sri Lankans con-
tinues to expand; in October
12554 Sri Lankans travelled a broad;
when compared with the figure of
6934 recorded for the same month
last year, this was an increase of
82.6 per cent in relative terms—
CDN. Hundreds of thousands of
Christmas shoppers in festive mood
who thronged city shops and shop-
ping arcades over the past ten
days set the tone for Sri Lanka's
most Christmassy Christmas in a
decade today. The Prime Minister,
Mr. R. Premadasa who toured the
sacred city of Kataragama last
Saturday to review progreess of
the Development work announced
that at least 75,000 more houses
had to be constructed to replace the
houses damaged due to the cy-

clone. The biggest ever develop-

ment program in the history of
this country surpassing even the

archievements during the era of
the great Sinhala kings has been
undertaken by this government;
in the next five years the ‘govern-
ment will spend Rs. 54,000 mil-
lion on the development pro-
gramme; said Minister of Finance
in Parliament. Police investigating
the Gothatuwa mystery murders
yesterday recovered 2n iron rod,
believed to have been used in the
killings, following the arrest of
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the Rowlands 16-year-old domsstic
Ananda at Waga in the Padukka
police area—CDM. The Speaker,
Mr. M. A, Bakeer Markar is to
introdice a geries of tough new
security measures in Parliament
from next year. Governpment has
decided to involve a firm in Singa-
pore as its collaborator in the Rs:
200 million Negombo town deve-
lopment programme. A radio and
several item of jewellery believed
to have been removed from the
home of George Rowlands who
was murdered along with his
10-yearrold daughter Kumarine, has
been recovered by the Police—SU,
Plans are afoot to re-open co-
operative bapk in the Northern
province; the TULF will ask the
government to grant permisson for
this. The Police have received in-
formatiop that mapy suspects of the
recent disturbances in Nothern
province are hiding in Colombo—
DP., The government has decided
to hold a high level cenference in
Colombo  to (find  ways to
solve the upemploment  prob-
lem in the Asian and Pacific
region countries—DV. The US yes-
terday accused Rhodesia of under-
mining prospects for peace In
south Africa by conducting raids
deep in to Zambia and Mozambique.
A rally of hundreds of thousapds
of farmers, a sea of humanity that
assembled in New Delhi was told
today by the former Home Minis-
ter Charan Singh that he'd con-
vene a meeting of former consti-
tuents of the ruling party mem-
bers and likeminded persons next
month to decide the futlire course
of astion—to be with the Janata
or leave it. Senior Vice-Premisr
Teng Hsiao-ping the apparent mas-
termind of China's current pace
towards modernisation has been
named Time magazine’s ‘man of
the year' for [978—CDN. Egypt
and Israel yesterday started direct
negotiations to revive their stalled
peace talks. Soviet tanks can be
protected from the lethal radia-
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tion of a neutron explosion accord-
ing to a Soviet Army Marshal—CDM.
China announced new measures
designed to speed up modernisa-
tion and ‘confirmed the Foreign
Policy Course set by govsrnment
and Communist Party leader Hua-
Kuo-feng and his deputy Ten
Hslao-ping: MNearly 200 young peo-
ple ‘weare staging a 30 hour tokepn
hupger strile ' in Czezhoslovakia
today in support of Human rights
informed sourzes said—SU.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26:
The. servant Victor Dayananda ar-
rested in connection with the dou-
ble murder in Wellampitiya of the
Rowlands has stated that he was
rasponsible for the murders—VK.
inves:igatians are prozeeding in
connection with the complaint made
by the leader of the Oppesition to
the President that certain letters
requesting Tamils to be attacked
were beigg circulated in the North
—EN.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2V:
A stropg plea for reduction in
the number of holidays and to
‘“forget our comforts and privi-
leges so far traditionally enjoyed
by us and to work mors and more
for the country with devotion”,
has been madae by the Deputy
Minister of Public Administration
and Home Affiirs Mr. Percy Sama-
raweara. Polize investigating the
Nallur Bank robbary zad double
murder yesterday raportad having
drawn up a list of 25 likaly suspects,
all of them Hhardcore criminals.
Under no circumstances should any
Examiner who is under thel in-
flusnze of liqusr be allowed to
enter the evaluition centres set

up to mark the GCE O-level ans- .

war papers. beginning today; this
warning was issued by the Com-
missioner of Examinations. Thirty
two cases of positive Cholera had
been reported from the Jaffna
and Mullaitivu districts up to date.
The Social Service Department hasg
already pald Rs. 22 million for those
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affected by the recent cyclone for
the purpose of reconstructing' thelr
houses. The Colombo Municipal
Council has decided to implement
rigidly ‘the ban on smoking in
movie houses—CDN, Foreign firms
and  non-pationals will not be
allowed to purchase land vested
in the Urban Development Autho-
rity under the Colombo Master
Plan Projects; this decision has
been taken by the Urban Develop-
ment Authority. More Germans
and Americans are seeking greener
pastures to spend their retirement
here: this was revealed by Mr,
Newton Simarasinghe, Controller
of Immigration and Emigration. The

‘Minister of Food Mr. S, B. Herath,

will open today at Welisara the
first of the 14 food stores which
the Ceylon Chambersof Commerce
Consertium is colistructing for the
Food Commissioner’s  Depart-
ment—CDM. The Law Commis-
sion is now examining whether
fre.h legislation or further amend-
ments to the Constitution are
necessary in order to further con- |
solidate the fundamental rights of
people. A two-member sub-com-
mittee has been appointed by the
Law Commission and is now exa-
mining the existing provisions of
fundamental rights, The Univer-
sity Admission list is being fina-
lised by the Department of Edus
cation and is likely to be released
by esrly Janquary next year, the
Secretary to the Ministry of Higher
Education Dr. Stasley Kalpage an-
nounced yesterdav,  Minister of

' Foreign Affalrs, A, C. S. Hameed,

vesterday  welcomed the Usjited
Nations Ganeral Assembly decision
to enlarge its geporal committee;
the number hag been raised from
17 to 21. Former MP Mr, Vasudeva
Nanayakkara has sald the Tamils
today are living amidst untold
hardships and atrocities committed
against them which had led. them
to seek their own way by asitating
for a separate /state—SU. The cy-
clone relief and Rehabilitation Com-
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mittee has decided to close down
all arrack taverps in the Batticaloa
district for threz mopnths—VK. The
Ministry of Trade has found out
that over 40 comnlints to the
Police =2gainst co-operative irre-
gularities have not been investi-
gated y=t; some complaints are
over 5 yews old—LD, The Mi.ister
of Trade his dacided to double
the free ration given to peorle in
the cyclone effected areas—DV. The
Mialstry of Agriculture is tiking
steds to appoint one Agricultural
Ofizer anl an Azrizultural Tech-
nical Offizer each for every 500
farmars. The Minister of Trade has

ordered to import | million tiles .

immediatzly to be used in the
cycloye affacted areas to repair
raofs damaged by the cyclone—DM.
The goverpment has derided to
aiforze a 6 day waek to over 10,000
workers in the irrigation Depart-
mant—ATH.  Chipa yesterday is-
sued a starp waraing to Yietnam
to 322 what it called pravecations
against Chipa immeliately or face
retiliations from Clinese troops.
Pope John Paul Il in a Christmag
greeting in 24 languages yesterday
appeilad for world peaze and res-
pat for human life. Most Israelis
(653!1) believe that Middle East
praza cnot b2 attaiped without
a solution to the Palestinian ques-
tion, azcordirg to a public opinion
poll released on Sunday. The
offizial death toll from weekend
rioting in the South Westerp
Turkish town of K-hremantnares was
put at 80 yesterdny as the Cabi-
n=t met in emsrgency sessions to
discuss the vislene=—CDN. Presi-
dent Anwar Sadat in a Christmas
messige to President Carter said
Egypt would not abandon the peace

prozess. Wwhatever the obstacles.
Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe
Daran sald yesterdav, that the

difarences batween lsrael and Egypt
in their poaze negntiations could
ba hriiged if both sides agresd
to ~omaromiss—CNM. Former PM
jadira Gandlii was released from Jail
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today after President Sanjiva Reddy
rezessed the wint:r seswsion of
Parliament. lndia’s I formation Mi-
nister Lal Krishnan Advanl resigned
tolay In protest against the way
demands for an inquiry mto cor-
ruption allegations 'against PM
Morarji Desai’s sons have been han-
dled in Parliament, The Turkish
go'ernment todiy declarsd martial
law in |3 proyinces Including
Ankara and Istanbul Anlari Reuter
announced—SU.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23:
Sri Lanka will actively negotizte
for the establishment of an “Asia
Airways” with joint regional co-
operaticn with India, Pakistan, Ban-
glad:sh, Burma, Thailond, Mzlaysia,
Singanore and lran. Twenty new
foreign business projects, which
are to operite outside the Free
Trade Zone, bringing in foreign
capital amounting to Rs. 782
million have received approval from
the Goverpment of Sri Lepka in
the first eig'.t months of this year.
There has been zn all round drop
in grave crime in the city this year
as against 1977; a Police spokesman
said yesterday that latest statistics
reveal that 7.354 casés of grave
‘erime were reportad upto Decem-
ber 21, 1978, as against 9,604 last
year. World Fooa Programme's
emergency  assistance to - cyclone
victims of 5400 tons of wheat flour
and 540 tons of puises has been
approved. The cultivation of ganja
in Sri Lanka is reported to be on
the Inecrease amd tke ganla belt
which starts in the deep south
now stretches to a3 far as Akkarai-
pattu in the Eastarn Province—CDN.
Hoodlums masquerading as carol
singers were known to have col-
lected Rs. 1,200 in a single night
during the festive season; this is
stated by Mr. 5. Vamadevan, Com-
missioner of Pallce, The lnsaactor
General of Police, Mr. Ana Senevi-
ratne said yesterdav he wauld take
a tough line to ensure that there
is no break down of dis:iplige
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among policemen of all ranks:
This is subsequent to an inflam=
matary circular sent to mess mana-
gers of several polize stitions in
the north—CDM. The Government
is to devise a series of new mea-
sures to help the losal industry
whiizh may have suffered as a re-
sule of the Government’s liberalised
import policy. The Ministry of
Fiiznce is to introduze legi:lation
to pugaish people who either melt
or cause any other damage to cur-
rency in circulation.  Batticalca
is still confronted with a high
incidence of burgleries following
the weei=end flaods. Dr. Kingsley
Seevaratnam, R:gional Represen-
tative for Asia and the Pacific of
the League of Red Cross Societies
has cxpresscd satisfa-tion over the
food distribution 'system in cy-
clonz-affocted areas, ascording to
a statement issued by the Ministry.
“Welkinderhilfe' a West German
relief organisation sponsored by
the Gezrman Newspaper ‘“Extra
Blatt” hopes to set up a workshop
in Liddesdale Estate, Halgranoya
to traip estate children in voca-
ticnal skills. Several laws pertain-
ing to 'the system of legal educa-
tion, admipistrative law, company
law, the penal code, law of evidelce
hire purchase act, narcotics 2nd
abuse, meqtal health act apd resti-
tution and compensation to vic-
tims of crime are bz:ing reviewed
b the Law Commission—SU. Areas
afected by the cyclone—Barticaloa,
Amparai and Polounaruwa-will be
given assistance irrespective of ra-
cial, relizicus and other copsidera-
tions said the Minister of Rural
Development who was on a visit
to Batticaloa to survey cyclone
damaga—=VK. The Minister of
Rural Develonment said in Batti-
caloa that 75,000 persons would
be sent to Batticaloa for rehabili-
tation work Due to the heayy
rain ahout 35,000 across of paddy
lana has basp dastroved In the
Amparai area—DP. The price of
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rubber Is likely to increase in the
world market because of the oil
price hike. It has been estimatea
that payment for the local and
foreign owners of the land acquired
by the Land Rzform Commission
will be over Rs. 2000 million. The
Plywood Corporation has taken
steps to increase their production

" by five-fold next year and to re-

cruit 400 extra workers—DM. A
large number of high officials of
Technical Section, drivers and tra-
ined technicians of the CTB are
resigning and going abroad for
better salaries—LD. A ministerial
committee has ‘been appointed to
find out whether lozal industries
have been affected by the govern-
ment's free economy policy and also
to suggest suitable stzps to cor-
rect such defects—DOV. The Presi-
dent has decided to sack the pre-
sent members of the GCEC Com-
mission. Former Land Commis-
sioner P. D. Silva or Raju Coom-

. araswamy Economic' Adviser to the

President is tipped to become the
next Director General of the
GCEC—DK. The President has ad-
vised Mr. Cyril Mathew, Minister
of Industries etc, not to go on ac-
cusing Tamils of irregularities in
correcting  examipation  answer
scripts-/D. Houari Boumedienne
the Moslem Soczialist strongman
who ruled Algeria almost upncha-
lenged for more than 13 years
died today after six weeks in a
coma. Elections to Bangladesh's
new Parliament which enposition
parties have threatened to boycott
have been postponed by two weeks
for February 12. The WNational
Company announced
today that oll products would be
restored in lran from today be-
cause of the strike by oil workers.
A leading religious opponent of
the Shah Avatullah Montazeri pre-
dicted yesterday that unrest would
continue In lran as long as the Shah
administration stays in power—
CON. It was not different from the
cther timas | have been in Prison;

I5

~are being

I have been Inside of many |ails
but there were 19 locks all round
the barracks | was kept in, said
Mrs. Indira Gandhi after she was
released from jail yesterday. 19
people were killed and mere thap
100,000 arrested inp a country-
wile demonstration in pretest age
ainst Mrs. Gandhi’s arrest, Martial
law was declared in 13 of Turkey’s
67 provinces yestarday after week-
end political ridts which claimed
at least 97 lives in the south eastern
city of Ka'ramanmeras—CDM. Ab-
out 60 Unirersity Professors were
reported -arrested as'street pro-
tests against the Shah of lran re-

sumed today. lsraeli PM Mane-
chem Begin said tonight Israsl
had invited 3 Arab pations to

join in at’/ the peace conference
table but they had all refused to
come—SU.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2%:
Building operations in the Free
Trade Zone complex bordering the
Katunayake  International Airport
adversely affected owing
to a severe shortage of cement,
steel, asbestos and other building
materials, according to some build-
ing contractors; these contracs
tors who have signed agresments
with foreign and local firms to com-
plete fictories within a specified
date claim th=y are compelled to
turn to the blackmarket for their
requirements of building requisties.
There will be two GCE A-level
(University Entrance) examinations
next year; these are the GCE A-
level examinations to be held
under the cld syllabus and the
GCE A-Level examinations under
the new syllabus for candidates
who had ressived their education
under the NCGE examinastion in-
troduced by the former govern-
ment. The 'Sri Lanka Airports
Authority is to be established short-
ly, and will primarily be entrusted
with the task of running the Katu-
nayake International Airport. The
Mahajana Pola is to be shifted to
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Elvitigala Mawatha from its present
premises at the old Race Course—
CDN, The number of cocoput
trees cestroyed by the - recent
cyclone in Batticaloa, Amparai and
Polonnaruwa is estimated at 2,480,
000, according to a survey by the

Ministry of Ccconut Industry. Sri
Lanka has qualified to receive an
increased quota of loan from the
Interpational Monetary Fund for
1979; under the increased quotas,
Sri Lanka will be entitled to draw
Rs. 960 million over and above
its present quota. A culturzl centre
would be set up at the latika Pola
site at the Old Race Course, under
the Colombo Master Plan Project:

Mr. R. Abeyratne Special Com-
missioner of the Colombo Muni-
cipal Council said. +A modern
three-storeyed market complex
which will. cost Rs. 50 million
will be constructed at  Kachcheri
Road, Pettah underthe Colombe
Master Plan Project. Stories of

police and army excesses in the
North spread by certain politicians
recently were incorrect, according
to a report submitted by twe
senlor police officers who returned
to Colombo from Jaffna yesterday.
The report has been handed over to
the Defence Ministry. With an
estimated 1200 pickpockets—among
whom were a number of “light-
fingered ladies—Deputy DefenceMi-
nister T. B, Werapitiya last week
gave instructions for ap anti-pick-
pockat police unit to be set up to
combat the growing number of
cases of persons who find them-.
selves relieved of purses and valup
ables in buses, trains or crowded

public places every day—CDM. Over

118,000 forged GCE (Ordinary Level)

Certificates have been sold to per-
sons who are now seeking or have
sought employment in the State
and private sector, a Police in-
vestigation has reyealed, Tre
Chief Magistrate of Colombo yes-
terday ordered Remand Prison au-
thorities to produce the murder
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“Suspect’ in the Rowlands case,
“Ananda before a Psychiatriat to
examine and report on his mental
condition. A new look Colombo
‘City—the Garden City of the East
'Is in the new programme of the
Colombs Munlcipal Council. © A
well organised ring of shop lifters
who have been active in the Pettah
area were rounded up by the
“Police last week. Legislation will
' be introduced in Parliament shortly
“to enable the Government to deal
‘more effectively with situations
brought about by national disaster,
Justice Minister K. W. Devanava-
gam announced yesterday. Govern-
‘ment has revised the scheme of
payments for cyclone victims; ins-
tead of paving Rs: £50 to each
household affected by the cyclone
the payment will now be made In
the form'of 2 toksn contribution to
rehabilitation ageiicles to be utill-
zed for the bepefit of such
persens, Justice Minister, Mr. K.
W. Deavanayagam said yesterday.
The lapatha Vimukthi Peramuna
yesterday condemned the - pro-
gramme of action by the Govern-
ment in Fespect of recent incidents
in  the north—SU. Four  Police
officers belonging to the Jafipa
Police stations- hare been trans-
ferred with immediate effect; even
bafore action is taken against those
resnonsible for the circulition of
communal  circulars  bearing  the
rubbar stamp of the lafna Police,
this action was taken. The rental
for all telanhoses will be Rs. 600
in futue—NP. The Colomho Muni-

_cinality will run an auto-rizkshaw

service sonn; it will cost Rs. 2.50
a2 mile—VK. A nsw scheme to
settle unemployed educated youths
in collective farms will be laun-
ched next year; 10 such farms
will be osened. The construction
of the TV centre will commence
in March; feasibllity studies have
already besn conducted by a team
of lapanese experts—DM.
mer Indian Home Minister, Gharan
Singh yesterday decided to boy-
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For- .

cott 2 national executive meeting
at the ruling Janata Party beginning
today. China has reported a har-
vest of 295 million tonnes of grain
this year which foreign experts
said would be a record. The rich,
poor and in-between nations of
the world met in Jamaica today
to try to find ways of restoring
the stalled north-south dizlogue
on @ new economic order. A group
of young people yesterday brought

to Peking the startling news of
a general strike among 50,000
youngsters  in South China

over what they termed intolerable
working conditions on state farms
and their low standing in society.

Women collapsed, and men fell
to their kneesin prayer yesterday
as thousands of Algerians paid emo-
tional homage to their leader
President Boumedienne—CDN. Pre-
sient Apwar Sadat said yesterday
that a new round of peace talks
with Israel and the US would
stand a good chance, adding that
the prospects for such ! talks weuld
be in the pext two davs. Tehran
radio reported yesterday that the
National Iranian oil Company had
been forced to impose domestic
rationing—CDM.  Officials of the
ruling Janata Party today tried to
patch up a worsening row between
former Indian Home Minister, Cha-
ran Singh and PM Morarji Desal.

American  officials were  attacked
by Taiwanese demonstrators yes-
terday and suffered minor injuries
when they arrived at Taipei air-
port to discuss the future of US-
Tabwan relations. Albania is seeking
good economic refations with China
in spite of ideological differences
according to a policy statement
by re-el:cted Albanian Premier
Shehu issted today. Mr. L. 'W.
Advanl was last night apparently
persuaded not to press his resig-
mation as Information and Broad-
casting Minister pending efforts
by a group of 3 or 4 of his cabinet
€olleagues to find a way out at
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Obitdaries

the impasses on the government’s
handling of 'the Kanti Desai issue
in the Rajya Sabha—SU. ]
-_O\-_
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OBIfUAﬂIES
Dec. 30 Jan. 4

Mrs. Lily Fonseka, Udubadde Road,
Nattandiya; D. A. Gunawardene, Dee-
pani, Butagama North, Ja-ela; L.S. Ha-
mangvda, Wegoda Road, Kurunegala;
Mrs. Resammah John, Love Lane, Udu-
vil; Jeramius Fernando, Palliyawatte,
Yanthampalawa, Kurunegala; K. S.
H. Kandamby, Aparekka; Mrs. C.
Murugupillai, 174, Temple Road,
Nallur; Mrs. Sumana fayaratne, 2€/1,
Flower Road, Colpetty; Mrs. Violet
Kuruppu, 59, Sri Dharmarama Road,
Ratmalana; Tudor Perera, 577, Tal-
angama South, Talangama; Rita
Perera, 268, Gallahanda, Gonawela;
S. 5. Rajopakse, "']ayasiri“. Hatha-
raliyadda; R. A. T. Perera, 514,
Paropakara  Mawatha, . Borelas-
gamuwa; [. A. Ariyadsa, 17-1, Maip
Street, Balangocda; Y. A. [eseph,
“'Alexandre’’, Velvatikeiyawa;
Robert John Kennedy, Me'bourre;
Mes.  Vietoria  Mirarda, ‘‘Lourdes
Dale", Ne. 15, Merian Plice, Ne-
gombo; T. B. Rambukwelle, Mzhai-
drme Walauwa, Rambukwella; Mrs
Shanthi Fernande, 2rd Lape, Rawata.
watte, Moratuwa; S. M. H. Haridth-
182, Makinda Mawatha, Dalupitiya,
Kadawatta; A, R. leonard, 229;
Bolagama North, Bolagama, Ja-Fla.
Mrs. K. A. Punchiona, Dodampe-

Ratnapura; Mrs. Kamalawathie  d; -

Silva, Highland, Kandawela, Katopa-

Mrs. Beatrice de Mel, 25/2. Shan, -

more, Kuduwamulla, Moratuwa: R;
G. Guna:reffera, 97, St. Michael
Road, Colembo 3; A. H. C. Jeya-
tilleke, 75/18, Waluwatte Placa,,
Nawala; Seevarani Khan, 111, Sri

Nagavihare Road, Pagodz, Pita Keotte,

Mrs. Hilda Perera, 4411, Thip‘;_biri-
gasyaya Rozd, Colombo 5; R, M. T.

ié
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Rajamanthrié, Gamapura, Hamma,

-thagama; Mrs. Sussie Chelliah, 45-
‘Mission Road, Kotte; Walter Jaye-

wardene? Lalwala lhala, Wandurambe;
Victor Perera, = 218, High Level

-Road,: Nugegoda; §. B. Ratnayake,

Prethi Mawatha, Watapuluwa;
Hema Obanayake, Yeraaja, Mirigama;
Martin Wijesuriya, 250/3, Udawatte,
Viharagoda, Badulla; U. G. G. Ariya
tilaka, Nugeduwa Estate, Galle; A,
C. M. A. Cuader, 15, Wilson Street-
Colombo [12; S. M. Fernandez-

-I51/7, Sri Dhamma Mawatha, Col-

ombo 14; K. A. Maoumahami, Demu-
wawana, Rakwapa; C, Nagalingam;

11, Gregory's Place, Wellanatte,
‘D. E. Subasinghe; - “Sirimedura’,

Madampe; Zilla Arnolda, 19A, Chas

pel Lane, Nugegoda; Mrs. Beatrice

Fernando, 95, WWalana, Papadura-
Mrs. Mary Jayasundara, - “Kam;
nelli’; Werahara, Borelasgamuwa;

T. W. Leeniyagoda, 101, Nagolla,

“Kegalle; K. A. Madumahami, Demu-

Christine
Crescent,

‘wawana, Rakwana: <Mrs.
Macqueen, 21, Waller

Campbell Place, Colombo 8; A,

Rdjah, expired in Singapore; R,
Rajesuriya, 26, Nelson Place, Colom-

bo 6; Edwin  Wijesekera, Noel
Senanayake, 57,  Angunawela,
Peradeniya; Lione] Alwis, Tele-
communication Inspector's quar-

ters, Panadura; P. M. Paramasivam,
58, Vivekananecda Hill, Colombo 13;
H. A. Hemachandra, 2A, Pieterz
Place, Nugegsoda; George Sabo-
ratnam, 374, Point Pedro Road,
Nallur, Jaffna; Mrs. Missinona So-
marage, “Sudutea”, Pilimela,
Boosa; Mrs. Margaret Sifva, Tudella;
Nana  Thureood, 35, Station Road,
Wattala; K. B. Elkaduwa, *‘Sannas
Walauwa™, Hapugamuwa, Matale:
Rohan Perera, 14A, Charlment Road,
Colombo &; Mark Percra, *‘Sarath
Sevana'’, Kandana: W. M. Sugatha-
pala, 26, Samagi Mawatha, Rat-
malana;  Nambikai  Perera, 54,
De Alwls Place, Dehiwela; P. B.
Dissanayake, Giragama, Weligalla;
Reginald Fernando, *Carmal”*
_Martfn de Porres Road, Wennap-
puwa;* Perty Jansz, 37, 'Picadilly

“I7

Crescent, MNobel Park victoria
3174, Australia, Anthony Motha,

Kuliyapitya; Edwin Mann
apperuma, 280, High Level
Road, Kirillapone; Ducat Perera,

369, Tewatte Road, Ragama; Anura

de Silva, *‘Siriyawasa’, Mawatha-
yaya, Melsiripura; Phyllis  Wet-
tasinghe, “Wijayamandira”, Aru-
goda, Papadura; Rohan de Silva,

43/2, Sirimangala Road, Walpola,,
Mahara: H. K. P. de Soysa, *'St. Jude”
Kimbulapitiya  Road, Negombo;
Mrs.  Margie Pereira, Clo. A. F.
Raymond, Kanatte, Colombo.
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FLASHBACK

The 1957 Floods

by W. Licnel Fernando

BATTICOLOA had a devastating
floed in December 1957 and just
twentyone years after in Decem-
ber 1978 Batticoloa was reduced
to shambles, or a Hiroshima as
someone said, by cyclonic weather.
In 1957 in addition to the normal
rain which the dry zone expe-
rienced in the North-east monsoon,
the country as a whole had heavy
and continuous rain for three
months from October to Decem-
ber. By the middle of December a
“trough' had developed in the
south of the Bay of Bengal result-
ing in abpnormally heavy rain parti-
cularly in ‘the Eastern and the
North-Central = Provinces  sub-
merging most parts of the two
provinces in flood waters. By
Christmas pight some roads had
thirty feet of water above the
road level; buildings had many
feet of water over their roofs;
one hundred and seventy five
persons were reported dead, ei-
ghty thousand houses were com-
pletely or partly damaged, Sepa-
nayake Samudra in Galoya had
seven point two feet of water over
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its spillway, three hundred thou-
sand (300,000) acres of cultivated
paddy were washed away, and com-
munications were completely cut
off. Batticoloa and Apuradhapura

‘were reduced to shambles. The

damage ran 'inte many millions.

How did all this happen in such
short time? The Met. Department
explains: *By 5.30 a.m. on Decem-
ber 24, the trough was concen-

trating into a depression near
03°N85°E.  surface winds along
the east and south-east coasts

and upper winds over Ceylon,
however, remained unchanged and
the pressure gradient across the
island was normal. At 830 a.m.
conditions had not changed, but
by 11.30 am. the gradient had
steepened. By 5.30 p.m. the gra-
dient has steepened furtherand the -
surface wind at Hambantota had
backed to west and at 2,000 feet the
wind had strengthened considera-!
bly. The 5.30 p.m. synoptic data
for Dec. 24tn fixed the depression
at 06°NB3°E, and by 8.30 p.m.

that evening it had moved towards -
Surface winds at Batti-

Batticoloa.
coloa had become strong north-
westerly and the gradient had
strengthened still further. During
the next three days the depression
remained stationary over Ceylon.
Winds strengthened on December
25 but moderated the following
day.”  Rainfall figures recorded
during December that year in some
areas in the Eastern and the North
Central Provinces were as follows:
E.P.—Unichchaj 63.88 inches as aga-
inst normal of 19.01 inches; Kan-
kadu 57.19 inches-14.58"; Kalmunai
55.30"-14.39""; Vaganeri 49.05"—
17.88"; Rufuskulam 48"—12.82";
NCP: Hingurakgoda 52.81"—13.50;
Maha llluppalama  42.38"—8.06'":
Anurdhapura 36.5°"—7.52"; and
Kahatagasdigiliya 37.06"-11,18."

WHAT 4 WERE THE EFFECTS?
Communications were cut off. Roads
bridges, railway tracks, and tele-

‘graph posts were completely sub-
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merged for days or were washed
away. Colombo was cut off from
the rest of the country except
Kalutara in the South and Nazombo
Polgahawela and Kurugzgala in the
North and North-‘West diractioas.
Between Colombo and Kandy, the
Telecommunications Depirtment
reported, oily a solitiry telegraph
line was avallable. All the Indo-
Ceylon channels were out of arder.
The estimitzd cost of repiirinz
the commuiications was Rs. 2,900,
000 and tne quintity of copper
wires required was sixty toas.
Over two-thirds of the normal
mail transport organisation came
to a standstill on Christmas night,
as ovar 500 miles of rail roads out of
the island's little over 800, and
numarous trunk road route;;ceased
to function. “'The sericuspess of
the situation, the authorities s2id,
“will be realisad when it is known
that the mail services of the North-
Cantral, Northern, Easterp and Uva
Provinces and the parts of the
Central and WNorth-Central Pre-
vinces were very seriously disor-
.ganised and cut off from Colombo,
the heart of mail circulation. Mails
were held up in trains and Travelling
Post Offices in mid-journey. Service
between important towns in these
provinces were also seriously affected
not only because of interruptions of
transport but also because certain
towns and adjacent areas were
marooned by floods. ° The devasta-
tion caused to the Railway by the
floods. was of an unprecedented
magnitude. The extent of damage
to trasks and bridgas wasso great and
widespread that the traffic bevond
Ambepussa to Kankesanturai, Talai-
mannar, Trincomalee, Batticoloa,
Badulla and Matale became impossihle
after the 25th of December. The
tracks In quite a number of plazes
wera badily lifted, twistad, turnad-
over and thrown off the formations.
The annroaches to mostilof the
bridees were washed off leaving
braaches in some plazes hetween
20 and 30 ft. deep ; somesubsidences
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were between 50 and 75 fr. desp,
A few small briges and culverts were
complstely washed away. On the
Kajugzannawa iaclinz. for ipstance,
within a langth of about I3 miles
there were 25 s-ots which sufered
sarisus damag: either by subsiden-e,
washouts or rocslips, A pumber
of workers  quarters were com-»
pletzly ‘washed off, and several
buildings at Anuradhapura and
Galoya, particularly, were badly
submergzed. Heavy damage both to
steam dieszl locomotives, carriages
and waggon stock, turp-table, signal
equipment and other railway pro-
‘perty was caused at Galoya junction.
While the damage to the railway
system was widespread, the sections
that suffered very heavy damage
were the Galoya junction on the
Batticoloa-Trincomalee Light Rail-
ways, the Mahaweli Ganga Valley
at Magampitiya, the length between
Valaichenai bridge and station, the
sections between - Galgamuwa and
Medawachehi, on the Northern Line,
~Medawachchi and Murunkan on the-
Mannar line, Rambukkana and Kadu
ganpawa and Ella and Demodara on
the Main Line and between Kandy
and Ukkuwela on the Matale Line.

“THE RAILWAY AUTHORITIES
felt that it would not be possible
to assess with any degree of accurazy
the total damage caused, but a
rough estimate to carry out the
necessary replacements, permanent
repairs and restore the railway to
the pre-flood standards would be in
the neighbourhoed of Rs. 25 milliens.
All trunk roads from Colombe to
the Nerth and Central areas were
entirely cut off from a distance of
about forty miles. Important towns,
such -as Batticoloa and Kalmunai,
were cut off from each other and
from the rest of the country. Jaffna,
Anuradhapura, Mannar and Puttalam
were other important towns which
were similarly affected. On the
trunk and main roads twelye bridges
had been completely washed away
and eleven more rendered upsafe
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for traffic. The Ilargest wash away
was in the Anuradhapura town en
the Anuradhapura-Trincomalee road.
Washaways-znd breachies had occur-
ed in fifty-four trunk and main
roads, and it was estimated that
abour 130 miles of road have been
substantially damaged, In some
of the submerged areas, the flood
water rose to levels of over 30 feet
aboye the level of the road. On
the Badulla-Batticoloa road near
Cher.kaladi, the high road embank-
ment was breached in seven places
within the space of three miles. The
breaches varied from about 300
feet to 800 feet”, the authorities
stated. ‘‘Service water mains and
other water supply installations in
towns stch: as Batticoloa, Mannar
Vayunpiya, Hambantota and Anura-
dhapura suffered considerable
damage.  The estimated cost of
emergency work in restoring vital
road communicatiors was in. the
region of Rs. 2,000,00. At that
stage it was still not possible to
evaluate with accuracy the estimated
cost of restoring the damages caused
by floods to the roads, bridges etc.
However it was expected that the
total cost of such reinstatement
would be not less than Rs. 20,000,
000.

THE FLOODS also caused con-
siderable damage to Government
buildings in the Eastern and the
MNorth-Central  Provinces, flood
waters rising several feet high above
the roofs of the buildings, destroy-
ing records, files, storss ete. The
worst effects of the floods were on
the country's irrigation works,
Serious damage was caused to 35
major irrigation schemes and minor
damages to 53. Over 1,300 minor
irrigation
breached or seriously damaged.
The Senanavake Samudra in the
Galoya Valley was equally affected,
its water rising over the spillway
to seven feet two inches, which the
authorities desrribed as “phenc-
menal”’. The damage Is estimated

schemes =~ were _either,
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to cost about Rs. 20,000,000 for
repairs. The damage to paddy
lauds under the maior schemes was
estimatad ar 200,000 acres and under
miner irrigation schemes 00,00
acres makihg a total of 3C0,000
acres. The restoration of thes henies
was estimzted at Rs. 60,000,000.
Thera  was also  considerable
damage to archaeological property
in Anuradhapura, Poloppnaruwa and
Sigiriya.

THE 1957 FLOOD was widespread
and was pet confined to a few areas
in the Eastern Province. The then
Government of the late Mr. S. W.
R. D. Bandaranaike took immediate
steps to deal with the situation and
a sub-committee Was set Up ©on
December 26th with the late Mr.
Sarath Wijesiighe, who wes Purlie-
mentary Secretary to the Minister
of Finance then, as its head. Others
in the Committee were the Ministers
of Home Affairs; Lands and Land
Development ; Defence and External

- Affairs f Trazsport: Labour : Hous-

ing and Social Services ;' Agriculture
and Food; Post and Telecommuni-
cation and Health., M™Mr. Shirley

Amarasinghe was appointed Special®

Commissioner to direct “the opera-
ticn flood” and to administer the
Mationzl Flcod Relief Fupd which
was set up promptly.

Assistance began to pour in both
from foreign countries and frem
local orgenisations following an
2ppezl from the Prime Minister fer
such assistance. The Natiepal Relief
Fund swelled to Rs. 3.9 milliens
within a few monthks. The immediate
task of the goverpment was to
deliver quickly food and medical
supplies to the affected areas and
in this task the governments of
India, the United States of America,
the United Kingdom and Canada
came to the prompt assistance of
the government: India, which was
the first to respond marde available
three Fairchild Packet Planes, six
dakotas, two helicopters, 16 folding
goats and |8 assault beats for relief

19

~the purchase of tents,

operations. The Indian team was
under the charge of Air Commodore
Arjun Singh, assisted by Wing
Commander Ancrews. The Indian
army also leit its hand.

The U.S. Government sent the
Air Crafe Carrier "Princeton’’ under
Rear Admiral Briggs and two des-
troyers w'th food and medical
suppiies. The aircraft carrier, which
hal a com-lement cf 28 helipcoters
and 2 medical team, [2,0€0 polnds
of medical supplies, 16 tcns of
emergency food and 137 tons of
other foodstuffs operated from
Trinzomalee from January 2nd 1958.
In ad lition the United States Govern=
meant offered through its represepta-
tive in Colombo, Mr. Maxwell H.
Gluck, 68 million pounds of food-
stuffs valued at more than Rs. 15,000,
000 and consisted of at 1=2st 33,000,
000 pounds of rice. The CARE
organisation of the U.S. gifted 200,
000 poupds of flour apna 2,000
blankets ; the American Red Cross
had dopated §° 10,000 to the League
of Red Cross Societies, Geneva, for
cooking
utensils and protein copcentrates
to be sent to Ceylon while the
Lederle Laborztories Ltd., had
offered medical supplies.

The United Kingdom further made
available two Valetas, one Pembroke
aad three helicopters, £10,000 worth
of medicines and another £10,0C0
worth of tractors. The Royal Air
Force itself offered twelve three
ton lorries, heavy earthmoving
equipment and a fully trained jungle
team. The Government of Canada
sent a Catalina aircraft. It also sent
two planes loaded with medical
supplies and concentrated foo-'stuffs

“and 38,000 tons of wheat flour. The

People’s Republic of China offered
a loon of Rs. 30 millien fer flood
rehabilitation work at 21 per cent
interest to be repayble in ten yvears
and a further donation of £0,000
JMP (Rs, 154,210.18). It also effered
a ten-member medical team for
relief work. But as their services

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

were not required at that time,
medical stpplies were asked for
instead. The MNatiopal Red Cross
of China also offered 20,000 JMP
{Rs,38,000).Ti.e Saviet Union granted
a loan of Rs. 142 millioys for the
general economic development of
the country, a part of which was to
be utilised for recopstruction and
rehabilitation of the flood-zffected |
areas., It also cffered medicines
to the value of 200,000 roubles. The
All Upion Central Counril of Trade
Unions of the USSR sent 2,5000
tons of rice wlile tl.e Red Cross
made a dopation of Rs. 15,000. The
Vice Fresident of India, Dr. Sarva-
pillai Radhak-ishnan donzted one
millien rupees werth of goods for
rehabilitaticn while the Government
of India further made =vaileble
cement, hancdloom and  mil'nade

‘cloth, raw sugar, small pcwer-lcoms

and sewing machines. The Bombay
and Akmedzbad Mill Cwners’ Textile
Mechants’ Associaticn denated Rs.
40,000 worth of textiles, Medical
supplics were made available by
Khanderwell Laboratories, Bombay ;
Bihar Pharmaceuticaly and Park
Davis & Co., Bombay. The Indian
Red Cross also gifted textiles and
medicines while Rajah Sir Muttizh
Chettiar of Chettinad gifted Rs.
25,000.

Other countries which promptly
responded to tie Prime Minister’s,
call included Australia, Burma,
Czechoslovakia, Denmezrk, Ethiopia,
France, Germany, lsrael, ltaly, Japan.
Malzya, Malqives, Netherlands, New
Zezlrno, Pakistan, Rumania, Saudi
Arabia, Singapore, Sweden, Switzer-
land, Syria and Thailand. Among
tke Interpaticnal  Orgznisations
which arswered the Prime Minister’s

,call were the Asia Foundation, the

Internatioral Corfederation of Free
Trade Unlors and the War Veterans
Association, Practically all loral
oreapisations like the Y.MB.A.,
the M=hila Samitis ; the Red Cross,
the Junier Clamber of Commer.e ;
the Colombo Archbishop’s Flocd
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Relief Committee and 2 number of
other local organisations. Among
the religious dignitaries who had
‘contributed to the fund were His
Holiness the Pope who had con-
tributed Rs. 75,000 and Rs. 50,000 by
His Eminence Francis Cardinal
Spellman. :
‘Within two days of the flood
catastrophe “‘Operation Flood” mo-
ved into action and cll available land,
air and sea transoort facilities were
put to the distribution of food,
medicine and other articles. The
Prime Mipister himself with some
¢ of his Cabinet colleagues visited the
devastated areas by helicopter on
Janauary 4th 1978 and on the spot
decisions were taken to commence
rehabilitations along with recons-
truction. The Parliamenent voted
Rs. 46 millions for immediate relief
needs.
—0—
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'THE CYCLONE THAT
SHOOK BATTICALOA-2

On Rehabilitation And
Reconstruction

by K. Kanapathi Pillai, B,A.,F.R.C.S

ON a very humble estimate, it will
. take fifteen years for Batticoloa to
regain the position occupied by her
coconut industry, and fifty years
for the people to forget the horror
of this veritable disaster that over=
took a very peaceful, yet lethargic
and indolent people. It might have
taken nearly a week for one to
travel on foot from one end of the
District to the other.

Man has been brought face to
face with the fiercest forces of
Nature: the wind and the water ;
*Vayu’ and *Varuna', which normally,
though so kindly and so benign, have
it would seem, purposely wrought
this havoc to give indiscreet man the
rudest shock of his life; man so
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lazy, so lethargic, so upenterprising
and so indolent in this luxuriant,
yet benighted region of Sri Lapka.
Man through sheer necessity has
invited this shock so that he may
live a life worthy of ban lived:

The gale has come and gone;
it has ravaged and left in its wake
nothing short of a barren desert in
place of what was once a vast stretch
of luscurient vegetation ; of a single,
continuous stretch of waving palms
fronds and surging crowns of spread-
ing gigantic Mara, Tamarind, Margosa,
Neem, Bo and Banyan trees. Not
a single umbrageous tree stands to
tell the long tale of sorrow of the
region from Portuguese times to
the present day. Even the Aeolian’
voice of the Batticoloa Singing Fish
appears to have been hushed for
ever. Seventyone years is not a
long lap of time in the history of a
people. Nearly 71 years after the
cyclone within living memory that
is said to have raged in 1907, this
one came and ravaged and estroyed;
devastated and razed to theground
all that man has reared and built
and planted and designed and deve-
loped ; 2ll that he had digged and
delved and striven and reared during
the last 72 years. It might seem that
the history of Batticoloa has to be
re=written, with these two events
of Nature as the two major points
in its time slot.

A people who had, from a state
of innocence, grown up to be vile
and hideous ; wasteful and indolent
have, by the advent of modern
political trends, all extraneous in
their origin, been reduced to a
viler, more deceptiva, more cynical,
more grovelling and more abject
group of people. Bribery and corrup-
tion : deception and dissembling,
cheating and looting and waylaying,
all negative emotional trends, have
succesfully, but slavishly, laid seige
to a peoplels way of life:

Natare, in her solicitude for her
dearly  begotten children, must

- After 23rd November

teach man ; 5o lethargic, 5o malici-
ous, 50 indolent and so wicked, a
very severe lesson. She has dealt
him a stunning blow ; and he has
only now been awakened and
brought to his true senses. The
time has come for man in this region
to gssess and re-assess his achieve-
ments and his failures ; the out-
come of his crumbling and crooked
aspirations. He has been compelled
to re<think, to re-fashion, and to
re-live hiz lif2, after having designed
it and founded it on g better, surer
and nobler foundation.  Let him
think “as if on @ mountain and he
reborn and reawakened and be the
true and rightful heir to the greater
life that ke is destined to five."”

On the crumbling and decaying
debris of a cyclone ravaged Batticoloa,
let the people think anew with
immense courge and perennlal and
undying hope, and rebuild a city
and 2 nation of clearheadad thinkers
and sane statesmen. This region
shall once agzin be restored to her
pristine status, her former glory.lt
is no doubt disheartening to think,
that the edifice of a community that
had taken over acentury to build
had been razed to the ground in a
matter of a few hours in ten hours
of fierce and mad hurry on the part
of the two major elements of nature.

How can this be done? How
is man to set about this arduous
yet noble task of rebuilding and
recuperating the health ofa sick-
ensd community? Undoubtedly
the State, benign in its nature,
and generous In its attitude fo-
wards its mambers, and solicitous
for their wall-being will have
to come o man’s aid.

The State will have to see to it
that, at this hour of horrors it
provides the people with their bare
necessities : good shelter, sufficient
clothing and nourishing food. The
weather continues to be damp and
windy and chilly and hence the
first and foremost rehabilitation .

certainly have thought it fair to sche me that should be set afoot,
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almost immediately is provision of
carefully planned shalters. This
may take the form of prefabricated
huts with galvanised sheet roofing
and low walls of asbestos sheets.
The next one is the supply of rice,
flour, sugar, dhal. kerosene and
dried fish in sufficient quantitites,
free, for a rezsonable period of
time. The poorer classes will have
to be provided with adequate cloth-
ing. These will have to be distribut-
through well organised representa-
tive vigilance committees and re-
habilitation councils.

The Health authorities should
see to it that their services are re-
organised after they have planned
their activities. A clean and pure
water supply: sanitary facilities,
proper methods of disposal or
sewage and medical facilities at the
village medical clinic level should
help to maintain the health of the
people. All man-power and techni-
cal skill available should. be utilised
for the purpose of ciearing the
fallen trees and debris of damaged
buildings and for erecting the pre-
fabricated dwellings and repairing
the damaged opes. Law and order
should be maintained so that vices
like looting, burglary and black
marketeering and hoarding of essen-
tial goods may be completely
eradicated.

This is the emergency phase of
the rehabilitation programme.
This should be followed by the
second and more important part
of the programme and that is
the Rebuilding of the Communit-
nity Programme. Towns and
villages in the affected area must
be properly planned and each
and every dwelling house business
building, godown 2nd store and
office shou I be so rebuilt as to
be provided with a cyclone-proof,
flood-proof structurc; circular
in form ; cast in concetere with
reinforced concrete walls and
roof.

Business areas and residential
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and industrial areas should be so
planned, designed and mapped out
as to serve as a guide to future
bui;ders to construct their buildings
in keeping with the set plan. All
provision and cloth stores, Public
libraries, Banks, State Record rooms
Hospitzls etc., should be housed
in cyclona-flood-proof structures,
A cyclone-floed emergency service
should be kept in readiness to serve
in times of such clalamities, Building,
planting and industrialising program-
mes should be carefully planned and
promoted, so that the entire ecoen-
my of the affected area may be orl
stored and put op a sound foundnt-
five years® time.

This period of rehabilitation may
be considered a period of emergency,
50 as to avoid any kind of political
interference on any party basis.
All party political activities of a
disruptive nature should be b2nned
in this region during the five y2ars
of the rehabilitation programme.

Concluded

52, Angle Road,
Batticalao,
26.12.78.
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SPOTLIGHT

On Prelssmen And
The Press

by Canax

MAKING THE HONOURS
LIST. The recent press publicty
about five Sri Lankan journalist
colleagues chosen for honorary
membership in America’s- famed
Central Intelligence Agency has
created serious family problems
for me. | admit I'm a bit sore myself,

having been in the business longer:

than some singled out for the
honour,
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My wife isn't sleeping in ‘the
same room anymore, which, | try
to tell myself philosophically, may
be a blessing in disguise. What
| can’t stand, however, is the way
she keeps calling me. 'The Great
Pretender’ under her breath. My
daughter, on the other hand, dreads
the day school reopeps. She’s
boasted about me so much, she
told her grandmother, she doesn’t
know how to face her friends.
_Yesterday my wife came right
out and accused me of not having
any consideration for her feelings.
“Imagine how proud your friend
Manik's wife must be right now,”
she goaded me.

“Manik 1isn’t married,” |
matter-of-factly.

“You're just being technical,”

said

she complained, starting to cry.

Come to think of it, I’'m con-
vinced my in-laws were taking a
swipe at my journalistic pretensions
when one of them asked me the
other day, “Written anything good
lately?” Why, even the neighbours
must think me a fraud unworthy
of notice, because they failed to °
wish me ‘Good morning’ yesterday.
My mother tried to fool me, and
dispel my suspicion, by saying they
skipped the usual greeting onply
because we happened to pass
each other down the lane at night.
I told her she was just being tech-
nical. t

Goodness knows 1 try hard,
and | cappnot think what I've done
wrong to be so humiliatingly ig-
nored. Nevertheless, | rang Manik
de Silva at Lake House and, in a
voice which | hoped did not betray
my feelings, congratulated him most
heartily.

After accepting my good wighes,
he added, *| really am sorry about
you, Canpax.”

| don’t think he heard me sob,

Manik hadn’t known  anything
until the papers.splashed the good
news. “But it's a wonderful Chrige-
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mas present,” he admitted. His
only problem now is coping with
the flood of invitations for lunches
and dinners. Even gsome of his clo-
sest friends have had to settle for
mere breakfasts. Hz sounded
genuinely sorry he couldn’t come
over to my place, just for drinks
only, till after the first week of
March '79.

My own discrest epquiries re-
veal that one has to be pominated
for honorary membership the same
way one is nominated for the
Nobel Prize. Except that, in this
case, nominations are made by the
local committees of two organisa-

tions, one the CIA and the other |
the KGB. It is 2 measure of the

confidence and upnderstandirg: bet-
ween the two organisations that
honorary membership in. say. the
CIA can only be proposed by the
local KGB committee, and vice
versa. This procedure is no doubt
intended to pevent attempts at
favouritism or family-banydism. Or
else you-know-who would be the
first In the queue—nominating yours
. truly, who else?

Persons picked for nomipation
are never sounded out in advance,
the way the Nobel people do.
That automarically cuts ofit the
lobbying menace. The rule about
secrecy fIs so. strictly observed
that the local KGB committee
would never, for instance, admit
having nominated Manik for CIA
membership. Seems the CIA rules
are no less demanding, which Is
prohably why thel two local com-
mittees work in such harmony.

I explained ali this to my wife,
and now she's more angry. | have
also been presented with an ul-
timatum: if | wish to win back the
family's respect, | must get hon
rarv membarshin of the CIA and
the KGR. Beth in time for next
Christmas, too.

I must say there’s methed in
her madness—sometimes.
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‘acceptance of authority—a

THE WONDERFUL WORLD
OF RUMOUR. Reading about
the recepnt Trade Pact with Chipa, |
find that the entire Press has focus-
sed attention only on the drab details
about what the two countries will
swop with each other In ‘79, and
how much the whole eéxercise

will be worth in dollars. People
~ don't, in my view, buy the papers

to satisfy their appetite for ,such
trash; they tupe into the radio
for that. Since no publication has
even so much as hinted at the
wonderf{ul variety of rumours about
the trade talks, I've decided to put
things right and give readers their
money's worth,

First, | want to deny the superb
rumour going the rounds about
why we won't buy Chinese rice
anymore; it seems such a beauty
that | feel sorry to have to smother
it out of existence. The story is
that we banished rice from the
Pact after 25 years on the basis of
intelligence reports, complimants of
a comradely embassy, that Chinsge
rice could, over a period of time,
produce in its consumars a passive
trait
must surely be considered most,
desirable by governments the world
over, let alone in China. But,as
! said, It Isn’t true.

So there can't be any truth ip
the follow-up yarp thet our nego-
tiators mapaged, with coasummate
diplomatic skill and without hurting
Chinese sensibilities or in any way
belittling their system of democ-
ratic government, to get the mes-
sage acrosg that Chinese rice was
not quite what we were looking
for—not after July ‘77, anyway.

Rumour even had it that the
Chinese dslegation was quick to
grasp and gracious enough to
accent ‘unreservedly ‘the vital de-
mocratic principle that the party
in power in a country had the sole,
sovereirn and inalienable right to
decide how best to govern its
own people; if our government
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choge to keep Sri Lankans in line
by using its own home-grown rice,
that was okay by them. All this,
alas, is not trrue.

Another good rumour the Press
failed to mention, or deny, was
that the Chinese had offered to
divert the Mahaweli—all the way
to Peking, and within five years,
too. :

| have it on the highest authority
that China did not ofiffer us puc-
lear submarines and missile-carriers
to police the Indian Ocean and
make sure it remained a Zone
of Peace. So it cap't also ba trus
that we, in turn, told the Chinese
that the job was already baing’
done quite efectively by the Fishar-
ies Corporation trawlers ever sin<e
our Nayy took the world ledd in
upilateral disarmamant when, ag a
mattar of policy, it gave up its
offensive capability and took to
the land.

| am csurprised that no news-
paper thought it fit ro rifer to or
refute the charge that -Clhipa had
wanted to either rent or lease,
for an initial 10J-year period, a
small area of about 25,000 square
miles in Sri Lankz, and that we
had daclined becausa it would
interfere with our ambitious plans
for a Free Trade Zone. | am happy
to raveal that the Surveyor-Genaral
was pever consulted on the matter.
Nor did he advise the Cabinet,
in the event of our wanting to please
China, to obtain sultable alterpate
accommodation outside the coup-
try to keep the Sri Lanka flag
flzing, the way Geperal de Gaulle
moved his Goverapmant into
little Londeon office aftar his be-
loved France was given over tem-
porarily to Germaay ia the 1940s,
The whola sterv is pure fiction, !
can tell wou, because Clhina never
mikas the same mistaka twize:
thera's been no end to the pro-
blemg sha's had after taking a long
ledse on Tibet.
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Sweep Tickee Seller

With all this wealth of rumour,
I don’t know how the Press could
Tefer oply to Chipa's interest in
45,000 tons of our rubber, 5,000
tons of coconut oil, some cocoa
and medicinal herbs. We buy
kerosene, diesel, textiles. Total
value of two-way trade; 110 mil-
lion dollars. :

Now that | have put you in the
picture, be honest and ask yourself:
given a choice, which would you
rather have read about? .

As for me, it's rumour that
makes the world go round.

o o0
IT HAPPENED ONE DAY

Gentleman Junior
by R. C. Thavarajah
Retd. Suptd. of Police

It had been a bad day. Things
had gone wrong from morning.
This sort of fretting often comes
with advancing years and a limited
source of that additive that makes
the mare go. | had that miserable,
crotchety feeling of being angry
with the whole world—the effect
of doting age!

“Sing your cares away” some
pontificate. Easier sald than e.
Not endowed with a voice® as
smooth as silk like the late lim
Reeves or Bing Crosby, my attempts
with the vocal chords, may bring
disasterous results. One possible
consequence will be the nelgh-
bours stampeding to the nearest
‘Cop Shop' (the Mod term for
Police Station) to allege that | was
disturbing the peace apd tranquitity
of the area. | may also be render-
ing myself liable to a delictual
action under the Law of MNuisanre
either for damages or action for
interaict. Wkat is worse, in English
Law, the lability for nuisance is a
strict liability which means that a
person may be liable for nuisance
without proof of faulc!
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I  therefore, decided to step
out of the house to wzlk my troub-
led thoagzits away. A young
voice, clear and appealing, rent
the air—"Last Day, Last Day".
After the racant cyclone had made
its vicious wisitation, there ‘was
another rumour of its return., |
hal also been told that some pro-~
phets of gloom had prelicted the
possible esllislon of planets and
the total destruction of the world.
Happily, Sir Arghur Clarks, Space
Scientist ‘Par excellence” who has
given us the honour of making
Sri Lanka his home, hag dispelled
all such fears. By gad, sir, he knows

his onions, the-ea around us, the -

sea bed, the spate, outer space
and ewven our bzaches. To those
who have postulated that there is
no business like *‘shore” business,
he has cautioned that we should
not converty the Pearl of the.
Indian Ocean into Blue Hawaii
with grass skirted beauties hip
swinging in the golden tropical
beaches to the lilt of strumming
guitars to the tune of the swaying
palm  trees, Those dreaming In
techpicolour of making a quick
buck might as well say “Aloha’
to their pipe dreams and think
of a more dignified way of earning
VFE.

Prompted by tne typical insular
curloisity, | went closer, dodging
the almost jet propelied limousines
murderously burning up the as-
phalt. A wery young sweep ticket-
seiler accosted me with a ticket ip
the fashion .of the Ancient Mariner
and insisted that | buy one. | brushed
him off with a somwehat irascible
"Go Away’". It was then that | got
it—the most effectively eloquent
chastisement!  “APOI", be said
with his hands akimbo, “Hariyctie
tharaha geehelo woagay” (Gosh. tha
man has really lost his temper).
This salesman, hardly eight ye.rs
old, looked me stralzht in the
eye and with the devastatirply

disarming smile most deftly exe-
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cuted the ‘coup-de-grace’ with the
addendum ““You are not obliged
to buy a ticket Mister, but you
do not have to blow your top'’.
It is not good. It was simple, polite
and straightforward!

I have always tried to be guided
by the maxim that rudeness is the
weak man's imitation of strength.
Under trying conditions, unjust
condemnuation and being judged
by very "handsome'® men without
being given a hezring, | have tried
to follow the advice of the great

writer Ernest Hemingway—
“GRACE under pressure’”. This
was one momeat | failed. | de-

served what | got. The little brat
was dishing out a simple sermon
consonant with what the Bagavad
Gita says:i—

“Be angry, and you confuse your
MIND;

Confuse your mind, you forget the
lesson of Experience;

Forget experience, you fose dis-.
crimination;

Lose discrimination, and you mis®
life's ONLY PURPCSE™

| quickly tendered my apology.
| tried to make amends. | did some-
thing which | pormally do not
do, not only because | do not be-
liave in short cuts to success or
wealth, but also because | have
better use for the rupes, | bought
a ticket. In a further attempt to
ease my conscience, | dug out a
twenty five cent coin and gave it to
him. For a moment, a quizzical
knitting of the eye brows creased
hils cherub face. “Wky the extra
—[25 cts?” he asked. There was
character in the look he gave me.
He may be poor but he certainly
had his pride and self respect.

“Please accept it—Iit s part of
the apology'” | pleaded. *OK,
Mister—if it makes you feel better”
he snapped, shoved the coin Into
the pocket of his tattered pair of
shorts, thanked me profusely and
was off like a- gazelle.
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I later learnt that he was one of
the youngsters who go out bare-
footed, bare headzd in the sun
and in the rain, without a meal,
sell sweep tickets, leara a paltry
—/08 cants on each ticket sold to
augment the family income. This
brave littler hero helps his mother
to keep the home fires burning.
He has two younger sisters. His
father, an unmitizated vagabond,
had deserted them a year ago.

In the falling shadows of dusk
approaching nightfall, and in the
bustle of people scurrying on the
side-walks, | lost sight of him.
Somewhere in the distance, | heard
his voice agaln traiilng off to a
pleasantly soothing diminuendo “Last
“Last Day, Rupiyalay Vasanawa."

As | retraced my steps home-
ward, | felt elevated . from the
quagmire of depression. bitterness
and self-pity.  The exhilaration
was not only the joy of making
amends for a light misdeed. It was
also the distinct ecstacy of having
met someone really outstanding,
of the genre that will make ad-
mirably dynamic leaders of tom-
morrow. Little Priyantha of Kopi-
yawatte had not merely sold me
sweep ticket. He had administered
the remedical resurgence and made
the way mora pleasant to
my journey’s end. The late Maurice
Chevalier, most beloved French
actor and singer, sang “Thank
Heaven, Thank Heaven for little
girls’’.  He might have added the
little boys of Sri Lanka,

In 2 burst of exuberance and
careless abandon, | almost broke
into song!

z‘—.
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. suppert to the unemployed,

GEORGE MARZIPAN =9

Oa Human Frauds

by Glucorasa

“You gave me superb advice
when | met you last. Your Assis-
tant is a master tactician. Both of
us dropped in to see VHF, the

Working Director, as suggested by '

you. He had found a bottle of
Martel and had it with him when
we called on VHF. His office was
air-conditioned, well furpished and
the window drapings have beep
chosen by someone whose tastes’
can only be described as sensitiva—
like that of an artist, like 2 Goethe
Rembrandt” said George
as he walked into my office.
“Fine"

“But, Sir, do you know how all
the expenditure is being met?
From a new credit line opened by
the Corporation with apn Aid
Consortium member,”’
pulled out his note-book turped
over a few pages and declared
“0 tempora O mores. | hope you
understand that Sir”® | nodded.
We were both silent for some
time because Woalrus the cook
had brought in the brew and ope
of my Black & White was going
up in smoke. | never grudged
this, because George's company
is exhilarating—in a government
office particularly. In such offices,
there is much throat-slitting, back
biting, tale carrying boot-licking
and worst of all it is utterly drab—
inhuman, like dehydrated potatoes.

“All government’s make the same
same mistake in Sir Lanka'. Your
mean *“Sri Lanka" | corrected
George. “"Yes." “Such as what
George"". “Immeditately they assuma
office, many declarations are made.
Taking over estates, nationalising

insurance, creating job bapks osten-

sibly to give appointments only
on merit, and extend income—
St-
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George .

Talezs O f St Lanka:

range other forms: of support are
also not given.” '

“What's ‘wrong about all this”.’
“Nothing—absclutely pothing. But,
| what am concerned about is that
the implementation is in the hands
of chaps, bureaucrats as they are-
called, whte do not know &nd are
utterly incapable of feeling the pulse!!
of the prople', ‘You mean they
have to feel the pulse of the 14:
million."”” “l am quite serious ‘and;
you are joking’'. “George, remems:
ber there are jokers in every
pack”. "With the passage of time;.
governments lose touch with the
people. It's something like this.
Remove the fuse, the circuit Iis
broken. The aerial is. dismantled
and signals cennot be received.
Gradually, but surely, they are
isolated and do not know what's
going on around them. That is’
the beginning of the end; of .all
governments all over the world.
Like an ostricth.”” ‘‘Have you seen
one, Marzipan.” “l have seen them
here’’. “Well, George, all that
is not our business. You and | must
work, at least earn our pay. You
are earning yours doing work
for the Union and |, mine like what
you see every, time you came here."”

*] wish really, Sir, that the
mass media.."” “Where did you
piclecthat up” | interrupted. “I
do sincerely hope that the mass
media will tell the truth and keep
the government informed. There
should be criticism, not destruc-
tive—censtructive criticism. . That
is the purpose of sponsoring and
encouraging an Opposition in a
democratic country.” *“Good Ge-
orge, very good. Thank God we™
have an Opposition in Parliament.

An 2cquaintance walked in, up-
annoupced. | knew him. He was
the Secretary of another.' Society
in Sri Lanka that claims to catar
to the needs of the sick. “Hello—
come in. What is the reason for
this most pleasant surprise?’ |
said, all the time- wishing that this
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~was of course a different

Tales OF Sti Lanke

fellow would leave soon. George
had already wasted over anp hour
talking politics, over which we
have no contrel except vihen the
ballet box is put out, | thought it
prudent rot to ring for another
cup of tea for thig intruder, fearipg
he'might make it a pra-tice, George
kettle
of figh.

“Well, | was passing this way
to attend a meeting of the Society.
We will be formulating tie Imple-
mentation programme for 1979,
It is important that | do not miss it.
I have half an kour to go. So | thou-
ght | migt as well spend that time
here.. You cap’t be hmiirg much
werk here—do you? Most govern-

ment officers are busy doirg noth-

ing!* Tris fellow was irritating

- me. | wanted to kand him cver to

Mampan “Permit me to Iintro-
duce you to my good friend George
Mzrz'pan.

g

With infinite grace and charm
Marzipan rogse to great heights.
“I am Fkoncured to make your
acquaintance. How many em-
ployeas are thare in your Sccicty?
Do they have alUnlon of their owr?
How often ‘have yeu besn abroad
to stuly trends in other parts of
the Woerld?. | have heard that the
first 2ssignment given to an office
bearer ip your Society is to send
him, or sometimes her, on an
ohservation tour to other coln-

' tries where conditions are totally

different frem oure, so that the
m'ssirg 'nks crn bz fourd, icolated
nd grafted? Is that so, my dear
frlend? You ses, | am the Hony.
Secy. of one of the powerful Unions
in Sri Lanka today, My Union was
in the vanguard of the opposition
to the White Paper -on Emplo
ment Relations' put out by the

* Government seme months ago.’

Gaorge continued “Now, | deeply
Fegret that | did so. The Bill should
have been allowed to go through
3nd than the Unlons and the wor-

e

‘worlcars,

He is a keen Unien’

kers would have united and craa-
tad trouble for the goveramant,
Do you kaow what would have
bzan the outcomal”’

The poor Szcratary of the Society
(I''did ndr kaow his namz) was
stunnad. He was speachless,
Hea loak=d h‘ard at George. “NMo,
I'do not kiow''. “Thera you ars,
You are casitalists, who do not
kiow the hardships of the poor
"The Union officizls ride
on their backs, We would have
created suzh a noise that the gov-
ernment would have had either
to lock us u> or sead us all on
scholarships—sea my d.ar fellow,
But our coustry being a Demscratic
Socialist Renublle will never put
us behind bars—Paget Road in any
case is closed. We would have
gone abroad t6 ses how unions
functioned in other countriss, am
certhin (we would have me: in
Mcseow or London or somawhere
elss. Who careg’? We would be
more open to new ideas. Tell me
are you all discussing scholarships
or obsarvation tours at the meats
ing today?"

My visitor was clearly embaras-
sed.
you today, Mr. George Marzipan.
| hope we shall be se2eiig eash
other more often”. ‘Pardon ms,
dear Secreatry, my name is Georze
Leopold Robi-lac. Marzipen s
the name conferred upon me by
this gentleman whose time, you
and | have both wasted.” “Doeg
this mean that you manufacture
paints?”' “l am indeed a manufac-
turer—but not of paints. | haye -
manufactured 8 human beings and
| am told that another one is on
the production line being procss-
sed’l. “Mr. Robialac, you are ih-
desd a wvery interesting person.
Why do vou not bacome a' mamber
of our Soclety. I will give you =a
membsrship form  right | awav.”
“That Is very kind of you. But,
just now mv interests are: in ano-
ther direction and | must give

Ha rose, “l am glad | mat -

my undivided attention to thas
uaJertakang I hope yeu will not
be inguisitive to know what these
interests are. For the present
I would much rather keep that to
mysalf-—=and of course, this gentle-
man, whose time we are contlnu~
ing to wate.”

I cut in at this stage. “Certainly
your visit has beén most unexpec-
ted, | happen to kiow some mem-
bers of your Soclety.  Some of
them are pompous 50 and  sos,
Whose only interest in the Society
i5 that it takes them a couple of
notches up the sochal ladder, of
course you are pot In my mind
when | say this." The visitor was
aghast. | sald this deliberately,
for | had no wish to have this
fellow walking into my ofice, be-
cause he had nowhere else to spend
his time before golng to the Socisty
headquarters. | added “l am very
glad indeed that Marzipan declined
your very kind nvitation to enrol
him as a member of your Society.
Please forgive me if | have sounded
discourteous. | have only spoken |
the truth'.

Wihen the Secretary left, | thanked
Georze for his adept handling of
this fraud. George and | walked
down with this fallow to make the
exit more cotrteous than the entry.

(A car was waiting for him, It was the

k]
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Society car and the driver jumped
out to open the deor for him.

"Well George, are you coming
Up agiin, or do you propose to
leavei™

"I must pick up my bag which
I left in yeurireom. | was certaln
that this fellow needed the treat-
ment | gave him and am glad you
approved. Good day Sir. Wa are
still ‘on " the same wave length.

‘—o—

—-O—
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IN NEW DELHI

Inlematinual Conference
Against Apartheid

by T. Duraisingam

“AFRICANS are winning one State
after another—that is certaigly
important and necessary. But what
is more important is that we haye
states in  Africa  with socialist
orientation”’. So said S. A. Dange,
Chairman of the Communist Party
of India, while extending greetings
on behalf of his Party at the plenary
sessions of the Interpatiopal Cop-
ference for the Liberation of South-
ern Africa and Against Apartheid.
He further stated that it was the
advance of socialist states which had
lad to the collapse of colonialism,
the expansion of freedom and the
contraction of racism now confined
to two or three states. He paid
rich tributes to the glorious
victories achieved in Ethiopia and
Angola and described how the
Chines: leaders were irying to
““develop the socialist revolution in
the company of American impetia-
lism'* and trading with the racist
powers in the name of revolution.
“What was most reprehensible’ he
sald “was their trying to threaten
even Vietnam which had defeated
Amezrican imperialism in the fiercest
of recent battles'.

This International Conference
was held at New Delhi from Septem-

ber 286—October 2, 1978 and was the

bigg~st and the most significant
international event held to further
the aims of the United MNaticns
anti-apartheid year. It was also the
maost important world assembly so
far oreanised in support of the
Liberatlon movements of South
Africa,
The New Delhi copference was
organised - by the World Peace
Council, Afro-Asian People’s Soll-
darity Organisation and the All
Inola Peace and Solidarity Organisa-
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. and | international security’".

Zimbabwe | and Namibia.'

tion in cooperation with the United
Nations Special Commitfee Aganist
Aparthied. Representatives  of
political partizs, peace and solidarity
movements, trade uions, women,
youth, students, religious, social
and cultural organisations from about
70 countries took part in the con-
ference, The total numbzer of dele-
gates were more than 800, of whom
about 600 were from different parts
of India. Vivienne Gooncward:ne
and | participated at this conference
as delegates from the Sri Lanka
Peace Council and from the Afro-
Asian Solidarity Association of Sri
Lanka. :

THE FIVE DAY INTERNA-
TIONAL CONFERENCE was in-
aupurated by N. Sapjiva Reddy,
President of the Republic of India,
In his speech he reiterated Indis’s
“unqualified support’’ toc Liberation
struggles and total idetification with
all natiopalist ‘movements fighting
against apartheid, racism =2nd neo-
colonialism. He spoke of Mahztma
Gandhi's pioneering struggle in
defence of the persecuted porulecs
of South Africa and nighlighted his
principles of non-violence and
brotherhood of man irrespective of
colour, religion, caste and creed.
Amidst applause he said India had
“condemned apartheid as not only
a crime against humapity but zlse
as a potentlal threat to world peace
He
welcomed the prospects of early
independence for both Namibia and
Zimbabawe and hoped that the
peoples there will prosper following
sel-determination.

The ! United Nations Special
Committee against Apartheid and
the United Nations Centre against
Apartheid |gave their full coopera-
tions in orpanising this conference
and joined it as full participants.
Leglie O. Harriman, Chairman of
the Snecial Committee against
Apartheid in his statement sa'd that
“the apartheid reglme has constantly
escalated repression in the vain
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hope of suppressing the growing
rasistance of the oppressed people
against apartheld. It has enacted a
ceries of obnoxious laws—such 23
the Uplawiul Organigations Act,
the Sahotage Act, the Terrorism Act
and the International Security Act—
whi h violate all principles of the
rule of law. It has banned the
liberation movements and many
'organisztions opposed to apartheid
It has subjected numerous patriots
to imgrisonment, restrictions. and
brutal harassment. Resorting to
systematical sophisticated torture
of politiral detainees, it has murdered
many black leaders. It has massacred
peaceful black demonstrators against
apartheid, including school children.”

On 3lst October, 1977 the Security
Council unanimously adopted re-
solution 417 (1977) demanding that
the racist regime and vielence and
repression against the bleak people
and other opponents of apartheid ;

release all persons imprisoned under,
2rbitrary se-urity laws and all thowe .

detained for their opposition to
apartheid ; cease forthwith its in-
discrim’nate violence against pesce-
ful demonstrators against apartheid,
murders in detention and torture
of political prisoners; and abrogate
the baps on org-nisations and the
news media opposed to apartheld.
The anartheid regime has.flagrantly
this resolution, and has eontinued
its crimes. Mr. Solomon Mahiangu,
a young militant, has been sentenced
to death and several more political
detainecs have been killed. A series
of trials have besn instituted against
hundreds of persons. under the
notorious  Terrorism ~ Act  which
provides for a2 minimum sentence
of five vears' imprisonnmet and a
meximum sentence of death. The
apartheld regime has, thereby,

argravated the exnlosive situation .

in South Africa 2and flung an inescapa-
ble challenge to all men and women
of conscience.

Lesding figures of the national
liberation movemants from Southern

26

/



v

. to barbarous

African Emancipation

. Africa actively participated at the

conference. Front line fizhters gave
first hand reports about the prasant
situation in Southern Africa. Alfred
Nzo, Secretary Geperal of the
African National Coaagress of South
Africa, spoke of the crucial stagze
the Scuth African liberation moyve-
ment had rea:hed with growing
crisis of the apirtheid regime and
the mounting advance of ths re-
volutionary struggle alongside a
spurt in the extreme fascist mersuras
adopted by the mipority rulars.
He reaffirmed the ANC's determina-
tion to continus wasing armed
struggle 2gairst the current fisist
Bothz regime and declared that the
mass political a_tion of ti.e South
African people weuld grow in depth
in the coming days with the expan-
sion of the revolutionary struggle
both in scope apnd igtensity. Mr.
INze spoke of the heightened war
psychosis in'South Africa with the
fabulous growth of its de=fepce
budget by slmost 200 per cent over
the last four years. The Botha
regime was getting arms from all
its traditional Western imperialist
patrons along with Israel and Iran.
He also called for an interpational
campalgn to save the life of young
Solomen Mahlangu, a member of
the ANC military wing, and demand-
ed the release of all political prison-
ers. He expressed sincerest grati-
tude to the USSR and other socialist
countries and rop-aligned nations
like India helping the.cause of the
libetation movement and roundly
condemned the deeds of the Peking
rulers vis-a-vis the racists,

Samuel Muncdawafa, National
Chairman, Zimbabwe African Peo-
ples Union (ZAPU), said that the
regime in Rhodesia was in the
doldrums and the whites were
running for their lives. As a
result, Mr. lan Smith was resorting
tactics and daily
about 50 people were heing but-
chered. Mr., Munodawafa poirted
to the fact that the revolutionary

o

forces of Zimbabwe had achieved
sighificant  victories across  the
country and were  presently
operating - inslde the capital—
Salisbury—an event of extraordipary
importance. The resounding
su:cesses; he said, were traceble to
the selfless aid of the socialist
countries, in the first place the USSR,
Cuba and the GDR. The impressive
results of the armed struggle, he
said, had forced the Smith regime
to revise the so-called interpal
settlement with the imposition of
Martial Law and savage repression.
Shapua Kaukupgua, member of the
leadership of MNamibia's militant
organisation SWAPO, called upon
the international community for
total economic santions against the
South African rulers, especially
absolute oil embarge. He also de-
clared that the SWAPO will never
participate in any election In Nambia
under South African superivsion.

The 800 delegates attending the
conference divided themselves into
three commissions discussing ()
South Africa and the Arms Race
underlining the apartheid regime’s
threat to security of Africa and the
world (the role of the NATO,
plans to create the SEATO, and the
problem of militarisation of the
Indian Ocean), (b) Southern Africa
and the struggle for Economic
Liberation highlighting the opera-
tion of multinationals in South Africa
and the apartheid regime’s threat
to the struggle for economic in-
dependence of Asia, Africa and
Latin America, (c) violations of
human rights in Southern Africa
(apartheid  and racism=—crimes
against humanity, the question of
political prisoners, torture).

Alongside the commission meet-
ings the plenary session of the
Conference was simultaneculsy held
in order to enable the foreign dele-
gates and representatives of various
mass organisations to greet the
Corference. Mrs. Vivienne Goone-
wardene and | actively participated
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in the plenary sessions and in the
commissions. | was called upon to
preside at a plenary session of the
International Conference. Mrs.
Goonewardene was appointed re-
porter to the commission of Southern
Africa and the struggle for Economic
Liberation. Romesh Chandra, Presi-
dent of the World Peace Council, in
his address to the Conference said
that the urgent need of the hour
was the interpational mobilisation
of all anti-imperialist forces, govern-
ments: and non-governmental or-
ganisations, against all collaboration
with the racist regimes.

""The apartheid lives and continues
to exist only because of the financial
and economic support of imperialism.
It is vital to emphasise this fact. The

" imperialists was eloquent now-a-d iys

about their supposed ‘‘opposition’’

to apartheid, about their desire to

ensure “majority rule” in Southern
Africa.”” Faced by the victorious
armed struggle of the liberation
forces poised for their final agsult,
the imperialist powers, aided by
their reactionary partners, des-
perately seek to maiptsin their
economic and financial interests in
Southern Africa—using new methods,
new conspiracies.

There is onply one solution in
South Africa, only one solution in
Zimbabwe, only one solutien in
Namibia. That selution is full and
total liberation now.™

In one of the most rousing speeches
heard at the conference, Mr, Feing-
lass launched a vitriolic attack on

‘the US administration for its shame-

less hypocrisy in assisting the regimes
of apartheid to crush popular
revolts with the wvilest forms of
butchery and massacres, posting
40,000 US troops in Iran to held
the Shah to survive and thep shed-
ding ‘crocodile tears over what
happened in Kat-anga. He demanded
ed total boycott of “every company
that deals or trades with African
racists”, and ealled- for all encom-
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passing  unity of the forces fighting
for freedom aand equality and agaipst
war. “The struggle”, he deciared
amidst: prolonged applause, "is
worldwide.  When we win at one
place we win everywhers. But when
we win the struggle agaiust apartheid,
we Win the world. It's worth fighting
for that i’ :
In the plenary sesslons on the last
day of the confereace reporis from
the vafisus commissions: were

adopted. On the basis of discussions:

had at the Confersnce it was decided
_to send maessages to the General
Assembly of the United Nations,
to the Coordinating Bursau of Nop-
Aligned Countrias, to the Oreanisa-
tion of Afrizan Unity and messages
of solidarity among others with
the peoples of Chile, Vietman and
the patriots of Iran. Resolutions
on the Middle East, on South=rn
Africa and ox solidarity with African
front' line states were also adopted.

The New Del&i Declaration adop-
ted at the Cosnference declarad that
the peoples of the world condemn
"the sinister forces of imperialism
and its allies, which seek to split
and divide the libsration movements.
The upity of the liberation move-
ments has aiready resulted in re-
sounding successes. | 1he further
cementing of that unity Is the
guarantee for final victery. It paid
special tribute to the Front Line
States of Africa—Angola, Botswena,
Mozambique, Tanzania, and Zambia—
for thelr steadfast solidarity with
the liberation movements, desdite
the® constant agsressive attacks by
the racist regimes. |t stated that

i the liberation movements: enioy
the support ‘of the most novrerful
forces 'in the world, of the Soviet

Union and other socialigt countrics,

of the anti-imperialist non-aligned
statag, “of ' the democratic and
progressive forces right Inside the

countrieg ruled by imperialism and °

reaction, of the vast® movement
for peace and solidarfty.
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The Conference declared Itg full
solidarity with the liberation move-
mants of Scuthern Africa =t this
crucial moment, when they have
Jzunched their fical assault on the
illzgal racist regimes of Fratorie
and ‘Salisbury and called for the
urgant total ‘mobilication of all
anti-imperialist governments, politi-
cal partics, mass orgaiisations; paace
and setidirity movemapts, all inter-

. governmental and non-gover,, mental

organisations fer sll-ost sugport
to the libetation movemeits anc a
full-seale off nsive sgainst 2]l coll:bo-
rztion with the raclst regimes:

e PR R R

CHINA REVISITED—3 \

Implications Of

Modernisation

By Nikil Chakravarety

WHATEVER® MIGHT HAVE BEEN

the pace’ of igdustrialisction, the
living condition ; of the worlking
people io the urbap aress s sofme-
thing for ‘any |adian to ladmire.
Althicugh  there s consicerable
hiousing sherésge in relation to the
growing raed—the old tenemernts
jostle side by side with now flats
in Peltig and other citiss—i rou'd
get interesting ditails wien visiting
a couple of pewly built flats for
worlkers i Pelklng. In a twos
rocmed flat with kite'en and toilet,
four persors live—the old father
retired from the Alr Force, his'two
sons. One a turper and  enother
elactrician, and the mathar. The
total:-monthly income of the family
comes to 200 (ona yuan
is equelto Indian Bs. 4.35) 1 the rent
of the fzv is 17 yudns and this
inzludes  water and elactricity
charzes. The family szves 40 'yuans
a month. In the flat next deor,
three persons live—=the ‘husbend
who i$ an employee in 2 Ministry,
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the wife who has rétired, and theif
teen-aged daughter who 15’ an
apprentice in 2 rlothing shop. The
total income of the family comes to
{70 yuans a month, out of which
they pay |2 yuaps for the flat to-
gether with water and electricity
charges.

fe local activity in an urban

area is under Street Commities,

Hopirg Lee Street Commiiiee that

1 vislted is loceted ipn the East
Pekipg City District. Previously.
these were called Revolutiogary
Committees ‘and were elected, but
pow they are called Administrative
Committees ar,d are appointed. Tre
Strect Committess are under the
Distriet Committees. Peking tas

nine District ~ Committees which

are unider the City Committee which
is directly responsitle to the State
Committée. The Street Committee
hzs wholetime paid staffl of abeut
100 and afunctioning office building :
tha one that | visited look after 16
thousard families, rougnly 70
thousand persons living in six square
kilometels, |t mapag s | Service
stations for ths tepements, health
centres, a hozpit], cultural certres,
Fandicraft units, 2nd schools in the
area.

Upder the Strest Committee,
thare are Residantizl Committess,
each' of which apart from looking
after 1thie mai tonanrce of houses;
uncertake culfural activities, run
tha laundry and a clinle The
Residential Committee tries to bring
about harmonious soeial life, and
campaigns for familv plenning and
against over-drinking. OCn enduiry
we founa  that among the crses
portaining to the residents it hag
to take ug, is the eternal conflict

betwesn the nother-in-law and tle

dautzhter-in-law.

THERE IS IN PEKING TODRAY
a sernse of welcome ralaxation from
the tense' intoletmpce of

bizarre climax under his wife,

b1 ]

ultra-
Leftism that started with Mao's:
Cultural Revalution and reached its

=iy
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“in China;
‘Ming  Tombs, for instance.  All

A-New China? " |
Ching Ching, iin the last two years
of hig life. The banned Pek-—g Opera
hds come: bacn And so has Cen-
fucius : the bla_me for  outlawing
him is now foisted on the Ga g of

Four who, throuth t'is cmpaicn, ¢

wanted to hit-at Chou En-1:i; But
in Peldng, | heard ‘that the first
salvo against: Confiicits wes fired
by Mao himself in an unsigned
article. -

New trends are appearing on the
stage.  For imstance, curing my
visit, a ‘ope-act comedy
Appoiniment. ‘was  drawirg  packed
houses in Sharghal ;
the datirg by two young peonle
In & park—a tesrarch stude t with
a librarian wha is the heroino. The
writer, Shah Yeh-hsin while holding
that love and marriage are “social
events", cla'med that hiz play weuld
help peopls “sort out their values
anc pricrities’.

In 1956, | had noticed ballroom
dancing very widely in Yogu:—cven
at functions zttended by high-ups—
whetter in 2 public park &f on a
steamer trip up the Yangtze, It had
not yst coma back, though it
early rehabilitation is eagerly awai-
ted by maﬁy in China. The mest
interesting of all is the news | got
that the Sociaty of Philosoplers
has set u_ 2 sub-committes to define
Truth., This would have been a
blasphemy three years zgo. |

- THERE ARE MANY INTEREST-
ING ITEMS on a tourist itinerary
the Great Wall and the

this | had done in my eight-week
trip in 1956—travelling from Shen-

yang and Anshan in the north, to

Shanghai the most crawdsd city
in China with a population of £laven
million, and then up thz Yapstza
to Nanking, Wuhan, ngFﬁo\'v'and
Kunming.  This time, thercfore,
my Peking roundis included what
is new, One of these is the under:

ground railway. The 24-kilometre

long project was started in 1965
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callad:

it Is all .'.bouf*..

~and was opened in 1965, with a

standard fzre of 10 _cents (43 paise)
fer all stationy; h? trains nrun only
between 6 in the morning and 9
in the ‘ev'ning. Peking goss to
bad eat'y, ev n the bincuels are
oyer 930 p.m. The uniersrouid
is a clean servise, not much: rusn,
asd v ith ‘typiccl Cninese tope’, tha
compartrent walld carry palatings
snd quoraticys frem leaders.  The
one:that | boarded had a poem by
Cheu En-lai.

Talking of Chou E--lri, a visitto
the perminent exhibition on his

eventful life in Peling's Muresm of

Revo'ution wis fn'esd revari g.
Yith pictures =nd writligs, ona
could sex the maki g of a rievolu-
tiapary from tho davs of the May

A moy-ment, to commitmeat to

;I“:*-.rxifmJit_ Paris, apdith=y revolu-
tionary actlon in the uprisngs at
Centon, @ Shasarhal aqa  NManchang,
on to tha Lorg Mar hl Yenon,
nesotiations wi:-‘- Chiaqse 'Katesl ek
2t Sirn and tense days in Chu; glchia)
ard then to Lifjeration—=a new Chou
as the world state man #nd opg of
the architects of New Chisa.

Jestting with the crowd thet waos
avidly devouirg every word of the
Chinese grides, |'was rather turhised
at the absence o fmv picture of Clo's
Ith_rec vizits. to.India, or of tie Band.ung
Conferance ; while pictures of othor
worfd leader='in the Company of Choy
are shown, nonz with those of Neiry,
Ndsner or Sukarno.  As for the anpals
of the Chinete Communists, mo pieture
of Chou specking et the Ejsht Pariy,
Co-gress in 1956 where | had hecrd
fln deliver the major report on the
National Econemic Plon. .

On the entire wall of the last hall
of the exhibition 15 2 magnlficent
painting. with snow-capped moun-

talns on top, dense ferssts on the
foothills, then lush grasslands, with :
-r:\-’er's flowing on' to the ocean.
The Chiness seript on  the 'side

taksn from Chou’ 5 testament ’th.e
full text of which, I was told
not yat published) snjoins that hIs
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ashes wers to be strawn over “five
continents and four oceans’—ree
mlndmg me of Ne_h*'.us memorable
testament: B

Chou En-lai was par excellence a
modern. statesman. - Although jt
would perhaps be a heresy to)say
5¢; his «djustiaent to Mao's theory
of peas-nt scoialism via the Cultural
veith s back-tosthe-
villige emj hasis,  was really an

‘exercioe at making ‘a virtue out

of pecestity, He had neither the:
resourses nor the inclination to pit
hims:!f agninst Meo, but bis immedi-
ata foJowers were all medernists,
techpoerat S In the real sense,

One of 'Chow's associates
from the early Paris days was:
Terg Hs'aosing, who after’
beln? mads General Secretary
of ths party Ia 1956, asd ousted
durl gtiaCuliu al Revolution,
¢ me haclk ta the Politburcau”
in 1573 and becamn a Vices
Prezident malnly on the injéjas
tivaof Chou En-lal whosadeath
in 1976 T=d tb Terg's seiend
ouctar within thrae months,
His roturn to leadérshin In
July last year ‘mearks not only
a new opaning for a theguered
¢aresr but a significant!land-
mork In China's palitico econe-
mic dc‘—'a‘:!fpm@nf. Way back
in ‘083, wh lestressing thenced
for ralsing prodiction by all
possible mears, Teng was re-
‘periad to'have sald s Yt does
not matter whetlisr a cat iz
bleck o white: The important
thing is whether it catches
raize,’’ ye

In Pekihg thiz time ;he‘_mogt
telked-sbout Clinese rpolitician |
found is Teng Hsizo-ping. The
same test of catching the mice he
is applying today In his jec speed
drive for Four Medeu_lsat:aus--of
A,,r:culture industry, Defence and
Scignce and Techrology. In place *
of the Macist concept of self rﬂxlancg
based largely on the rurs] economy, .
the present Chlnese leadership is -
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going in for foreign collaboration
deals for no-nosense industrjalisa-
tion. From West Germany to
Japan, from Britain 2nd France to
Canada and Sweden. numerous con-
tracts are being signed, apd turp-
key projects are allowed to be set
by multinationals. Even plants are
being bought outright with the
usual royalty or patesnts. From
coal-mining to colour TV, stesl and
electronicsplants, China’s industriali-
sation today embraces massive
foreign collaboration. Japan alone
would be accounting for 20 billion
dollar worth of deals of China.

To meet the cost of this gigantic
programme, the Chinese Gove:nment
for long had held on to the principle
of deferred payment credit for
specific projects. But during my
couple of weeks in Peking, | come
‘to learn that Ching is now getling
ready for large-scale foreign Icans
from international banks in Tokyo
and Pariz, while scon after Britizh
Trade Minister Dell’s recent visit
to. Peking, the City of London hos
been preparing to immediately
arrange for China credit of over
200 millien do!lars. Modernization
enforeces its own compulsions,
particularly when Peking has dis-
carded its inhibition about the
foreien devils—except, of course,
the Red Devil from Moscow.

The most startling aspect of the
modernisation campaign is to be
seen in the field of education as also
selence ana technology. The old
University  structure, shattered
under Mao's order during the
Cultural Revolutien, is being res-
tored, and the old educatijonists,
mostly over 70, are being brought
back. The old curricula and the
system of admission are being
revived. Disnlaced scientists are
being rehabilitated and asked. to
renovate the neglected laboratories.

EARLY IN JULY, the Chinese
Government approached the West-
ern missions for Immediate, admis-
sion into science and technology
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courses in their universities of an
unprecedentedly large number of
Chinese students totalling ten
thousand. This cragh programme will
continue till 1935 with the specific

proviso that the Chiiese stulents®

must bs kept and treated as any
other students in the Woastern
universities and all their expenses
would be paid for by the Chinese
Government.

There is plenty of exciting talk
about this decision in Peking's
foreign community.  Among the
Socialist countries, only Rumania
and Yugoslavia have besn selected
for the despatch. of the Chinese
students; the biggest contingent of
one thousand is earmarked for
Britain. It is a long march indeed
from Mas's order to send ten
million school-leaving youth to
villages, to flying out thousands of
them to alien Western campuses.

Little d~ubt this plan for the creation
of an elite with i's calculated rizks,
is perhaps the most daring aspsct
of the modernisation prrgramme. In
place cf the idealization of the peazant
as the revolutionary hero, the techno-
crat is going to replace him in the
modernised China of tomorrew. A
new ethos is sought to be enthroned,
aond in the process, who knows,
social tensions of imponderable magni-
tude may.be unleashed in the most
populous country in the world.

{To Be Continued)
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From A CP Branch
FOR THE RECORD

@ Plantation
® (olomdo

® Jaffna
Workers
Campus

A COPY OF LETTER SENT TO
HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESI-
DENT OFf THE DEMOCRATIC
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI
LANKA BY THE JAFFNA DIS-
TRICT COMMITTEE OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF SRI
LANKA ON 2Ist DECEMBER
13/8 ON “CURTAILMENT OF
FACILITIES.”

*Wa have the honour to request
you to re-open all banking and pawn-
ing Institutions which have been
closed recantly in the Northern
Province, to stop all excesses by the
Police aad the Armad Scrvices and
to restore the civil aviation service
connected with the Kankesanthurai
Air Port. We urge the following
reasons in support of the above
request :

Closurs of Banks: Majority" of
the Branches of the People’s Bank
including all rural banks, and of the
Bank of Csjlon in the Northern
Province have been closed since
11.12.78. Pawning activities and
loan facilities including agricultural
Joans have been stopped.  This
action seems to have been taken
consequent to the robbery iof the
Nallur Branch of the Peoples Bank.
The withdrawal of the hitherto
existing Banking fazilities will tend
to strengthen the hands of the
unscrupulous middlemen and money
lenders. This defeats the whole
purpose for which the Bapking
farilities were extended in the past.
Normal custemers are compelled
to spend severa] hours and travel
long distances to transact their
normal business. Farmers in parti-
cular will be forced to get their
Ioans and other credit facilities from
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the village sharks. [t is a fact that
a greater number of bank robberies
has taken place outside the Northern
province. Hence it is difficuir to
understand why banking activities
should be reduced, the public harass-
ed and the customers inconvenienced
only in the Northern Province.

EXCESSES BY THE POLICE
AND THE ARMED SERVICES :
These excesses have bzen referred
to in Parli~ment and in the Natiopal
press. In this regard even the
I.G.P. was compelled to issue 2
circular to the police force. Never-
theless, there are rerorts of unpro-
voked incidents against the public
in places like Jaffna town, Vasavilan
and Valvettithurai to mention a few.
As a result of all these the people
of the Peninsular are living in fear.
Statements made by certain Govern-
ment Members of Parliament and
even Minlisters confirm the fear that
such excesses may have officjal pat-
Action should therefore
be taken to immediately stop these
excesses. [t is the duty of the Police
and the Services to maintain peace,
law, order and normal life without
harassing the public,

AIR TRANSPORT :
the Avro incident of September 7,
1978, all civilian Air transport by
Air Caylon has been stopped. This
stoppage has seriously handicarped
the longest Air route in Sri Lanka
{Colombo to Jaffna) and civil trans-
port between India and Sri Lanka
(Particularly between Jaffna and
Trichy) which service was popular
among all sections of the people

- in Sri Lanka and India. On the other

hand confining Palaly Air Port for
only military purposes Is eminous
and not only tends to create a s=n-e
of fear ameng the people but also
dislocates economic life.
CONCLUSION : While no
sane person -can condone bank
robberies and excesses by
Police and the Armed services, it
is the duty of the government to
restore normal conditions by winning

N
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the confidence of, rather. than
harassing the public, Failure to take
such remedial measures and restore
normal conditions is likely
endanger pational umity. In view
of the importance cf the issues
involved, the release of this communi-
cation to the press, we hope, will
not be considered improper.
A. VAIDIALINGAM,
Secretary,
Jaffna District Committee,
Communpist Party of Sri Lanka.
72/2, Hospital Road,
Jaffpa.
31,12.78.
—o-—-

A STATEMENT EBY THE
DEMOCRATIC WQRKER‘S
CONGRESS.

Mr. Aziz, President of the Demoeratic
Workers' Congress (Political Wing)
issued the follcwing Press statement :

*The Democratic Workers’' Con-
gress (Political Wing) has decided
to put forward condidates to contest
seats in the forthcoming local
elections in the Plantation Districts
of the Hill country as well as the
low country. The symbol {'Ladder”
whizh has been zlloted by the
Commissioner of Elections as the
approved symbol of our Political
party, isno doubt, symbolic of our
progressive polici:s. Our efforts
both within and outside Parlizment
to bring the plantation worker into
the arena of loca] politics have seen
fruition. For the first time in the
political history of the islard, the
doors of local poiitics have been
open to plantation workers who have
acquired Sri Lanka citizenship. Our
party shzll leave ne stone unturned
to obtain for the estate worker full
participation in local politics along-
side with the Sinhala brethren'.
14,Sunethra Lane,

Thimbirigasaya Road,
Colembo 5.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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A RESOLUTION PASSED UN-
ANIMOUSLY AT AN EMER-
GENCY MEETING OF THE
SCIENCE TEACHERS, ASSO-
CIATION, COLOMBO CAM-
PUS, UNIVERSITY OF SRI
LANKA, HELD ON 21.12.1978.

“This House resclves to request
the Hon. Minister of Education and
Higher Education to institute im-

-mediately a full and impartial inquiry

into each and every rece; t allegdtion
made in and outside Parliament
regarding the University and G.C.E.
(AfLevel) examinations. Futher this

House requests the Hon. Minister

of Education and Higher Education
to examine the properiety of any
person making public allegations of
this nature pricr to proper inquiry'.

Dr. L. M. V. Tilekeratne,
(Hony. Secretary).
Colombo Campus,
University of Sri Lanka,
Colombo.
26.12.1978.

p G i

“Capital Export” by lIran's
Former .Ministers, General
Teheran, Dec. 21.

The Iranian authecrities here
on Wednesday charged 100 per-
sons including four former Mi-
nisters, three gererals and the
former payy chief, with “illegal
export of capital”, it was offi-
cially announced. Those chargad,
also include two sons of Prin-
cess Ashraf, the Shah's twin
sister, and many business fizures-
The Government action follows
the publication of 2 list of per-
sons alleged to have sent major
sums abroad by lran's Markazi
| bagk, Sums lIllegally exported
were =zllasnd to have totalled
about 35,000 million rials (aro-
-und £ 500 million) —AFP.

TRIBUNE, January 13, 1979
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Mystery Of The

Chinese Broilers

IS IT NOT A FACT that the CWE
import of Chinese chicken threa-
tens to become a scandul of the
first magnitude? That tihe whole
business is shrouded in mystery
so far as the public is concerped!
That it is hoped that some public-
spirited MP (all MPs must be re-
garded as public spirited!) will
ask the relevant Ministry to furgish
answers to the following amoung
other questions (that will arise
from the answers)? That informiation
is needed abbut: (z) the actual
quantity of broiler clicken mea
ordzred by the TWE from Cliga—
whether it was ope order for 300
tons, and -another for 500 tons
or just onie ordar of 300 togs; (b) the
total quantity ‘of broijer chicken
already received by the CWE from
China; {c) the amount, if any, still
on order; (d) whether the order or
orders were placed' through the
accredited agents of the Chinese
Export Organisaticn in Sri Lanka
or whether ‘the ordar, or ordcrs
were placed threugh a free lance
agant in Hongkong: (e) the actual
cost of import of this: broiler chi-

~cken maat; (f) the actual guantity '

‘of broiler chicken sold at
the different selling (whelesale
and retail) prices of 'Rs. 9.50 a Jb.,
then at Rs, 900 a 1b,, then Rs.
8.50 a 1b., then Rs. 8:00 a 1b., and
fially at' Rs.. 7.50 a  Ibi1
That the first news was
that 300 tons had been ordered
and that would sold at Rs. 9.40 a [b?
That in October 1978, thera were
enthusiastic press reports that the
CWE was importing more broiler
¢hicken for - Christmas  and it

was said that the price: would be
lower than the broiler chicken
meat from the USA and Australia
imported by Elephant House!

IS IT TRUE that the CWE's broiler
chicken did pot gell as  fast as
hoped? That, in fact, there was a
tremendous copsumer registance to
the CWE’s broiler chicken? That
after an ipitizl spurt of boasting
that the broilers were from Chiua,
the CWE advertising discreetly
dropped all referepce to the fact
that the broiler \meat was from
China! That whilst Elephant House
continded to szy which of their
bréilers were from the USA, or
Australia or were lozal, the CWE
spoke only of “imported breiler
chicken?! That many. suspect that
the CWE rotreated behind | the
smokeszreen because of the “ru-
mour’ or “story’ that was widely
circulated that Chinese broiler chi-
cliens was hormuone-treated and that
the Food:and Drdgs Act in muny
countries banned the import and
sile of suzh hormone-treaced broiier
meat? That ‘the “‘rumour”
that such hormone-tres
led to infertility in map—the more
hormone broilers and less -family
planning needed? That instead of
meeting this whisper campaien [ully
and  squarely by (=) pubs
licly denying that the broiler chicks
in quosstion
traated; or (b) asserting that such
hormone-treatment did not lead to
sterility, the CVWEseémbarked on a
vast and costly advertisement cam-
pafzn to sell this Chinesa chicken
by dropping the Chiness out of it?
That  advertisaments in December
spoks only of “imported broiler

e

WS

ed! chicken

_chicken—a fresh stock, hygenically

packéd and stered and offered at
specially reduced prices”? That to
induce sazles the CWE offered

“a  hundred weight of imported

mysore ‘dhal at Rs. 4/~ a 1b.
for every purchaser of 25 car-
tons of broiler chicken?" That

o ™ .
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_neither individual

had been hormoens-/

@noﬁluer' CW.E: Scandal?

special  “discounts and = whole-
sale prices  to  the trade™
ware offsred—the Pettah gossip
wag that larze d=alers of poultny
mezt and buriyani hotels were
offirad tlis CWE broiler at Rs. 6/«

or lsss a pound through brokers-

and catcliers whe haunt the CWE
and who have cast an evil shadow
over its deallags? That the gossip in
business circles is that peither the
offer of dhal nor special discotnts
hielped to push up seles! That at
the end of Christmas season; the
CWE seems to nave realised that
it was stuck with many hundred
tons of broiler chicken meat?
Tiat of the 800 tops of CWE
broiler  less ~than a dozsn @ tons
had been seld? (That this may be
a’ malicious piece of upder-state-
meant, but there is no doubt that it
COnSUMErs nor
hotels bought the CWE «chicken
in large quantities at the low prices

advertised? That a report inthe sun,
of lamuary I, proclaimed that fro-' -

zen Chinese Ehi:ken was baing sold
“ar a price below cost?™ That this
kzs set in motion a holocaust of
runmour and gossip abcut the way
CWE ~has  handled the
import’ of these breiler chicken!
That one juicy story is that part of
the order was placed through an
agent in Hongkeng at a -higher
price! That if the order had 'been
placed through the local authorised
agent, the CWE would have saved
US # 175.000 on this order? That
stories of this kind have begun to
preliferate. apd in the interests
of the good name of the CWE

the

and the Government it would be

P

best if the CWE furnishes a full *

statement about this  broiler
chicken adventure?
32
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A Studio Times Publication

Handbook

for the

Ceylon Farmer

by Agricola

The bookis authoritative in an unpretentious way. [t involves
you and does not intimidate.
—Sunday Observer 8/10/78
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STUDIO TIMES lllustrated and updated
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