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Letie'r' From The Editor

SMAKE-CHAFNMING s fact becemipg a dying occuration. Snake-charmers
generally czme frem cre of tle gemfi-romadic gipsy ftrites. They were
muinly emploved by houselelders to casture and et rid of polsonous snakes
In closz viclnity of dwelling places. Enterprising sneke-charmers often
planted the snakes they eactured in the garders of their ricker patronss
@bt this method of making = little mare on the side has been part of man's
ethos from tha beginning of time. Today poisorous snakes are (and have

been) liquidated by more modern methods. But few realise that the drastic

reduction of our spake population Fas caused a dangerous imbalznce of our

enyiroimert. Pests like rats and mice which snakes hunt and eat bave

proiiferared and these rodents cause more uestruction what all that the

gnakes needlessly killed could have dons. Snakes are being killed in their

thousands for their skins. They are being ruthlessly slaughtered because

of the occidéntal fears and susceptibilities for serpeuts which have baen

implanted in our oriental minds by wastern Inhibitlons. Peasants op

denizens of the Wanni, where snakes are most plertifully found, have no

fear for them. Fewer people die of snake bites than road accidents. Cares

less and drunken CTB drivers have in the 1last three monaths killed more

peopla than snakes have in the Jast one year. Anti-snake bite serum now

available in most hospitals has brought the number of snake-bite deaths

considerably down. Nevertheless, the snake population in this country

has already been brought well below the minimym required for environ-

mental balance, Without snakes, rat polsoa is belng Indiscriminatély used

to kill rats and other even forms of life ess2ntial for our enviroament. Thig

so adds to the ganeril pollution. Eaviroamentalists and lovers of our

" aniral and restile Jife must re-educate our people with scientific logic
in the kpnowledge of our ancestors and forefathers about pature and

environment. Oply the polonga and a few other rare poisonous varleties

of snakes were Killed if they crossed one's path—all others were shoo-ed

away. This homily is not merely a plea for the preservation of our spakes

and reptile life I their natural and ordinary habitat. It isa plea that

education in Sri Lajka must be ra-oriented to ensure a proper understand-

ing of our environment. The snake is only a2 case in point. Too maay of

us are only copncerned with the preservation of the environment to attrac, -

foreign tourists to scenic spots and to wildlife game sanctuaries, Onply deay
" snakes are valued and that for their skins that can be exported. Alive, snakes
are regarded as useful for exhibition in the local zoo aad also for export
to other zoos. A few of them with marked hoods (all allegedly terrible
cobras) are used to eatertain bus-loads of package-tourists who are assured
that all poisen fangs had been pulled out before they (the tourists) get close
to the charmer aad his basket of snakes--to take photographs to show folks
way back homs. It is a tragedy that whilst our saciety shuns snakss they
“Pure not scared of alcoholics or druz addicts—although the latter do more
harm to sasiety thay saakzs. «lt Is therefore heartening that the President
" and the Goveramznt have now detided to lauach a campalgn against the
liquor’habit amayz uadar eightesas aad druaken alcoholism among the
over-eighteens. This will help Sri Lanka to evolve to better sense of valuss
than they haye had for majy decades now—ever since Western Sahibry
upset our traditional staadards of values. But, itls even more necessary to
inculcate a true love for the {lorff, fauna and the environment of this cousitry.
Without this, axd an active determination to save our environment, disaster
lies ahead for Sri Lanka. In less than a hundred years, this emerald isle of
green foliage, can become a semidesert of scrubland if we continue to
do what we are doing?
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EDITOR'S  NOTEBOOK

Difficult Days
Ahead

Colombo, January. 22,

The Governpment, last week,
decided to impose a surcharge of
twenty percent (209/) on personal
income tax and also company tax to
bolster the Cyclone Relief Fund. The
Finance Minister, in defending these
measures, said that the rich should
bear part of the eyclone relief.
This is the highest surcharge any
Sri Lanka goyvernment had imposed
in the Island's post-Independence
history. The government has also
put up taxes on cinema tickets,
cigarettes and local ‘and foreign
liquor.  Governiment expscts to
collect an additional Rs. 500 mil-
lion =avowedly for ¢yclolie rehabi-
_litation programme!s. Furthsrmore,
the President zddressin'g the Par-
liamentary Party had stated that
cyclone rehabilitation would cost
about rupees two thousand million,
that is, two billion rupees, and he
had gone on to suggest that if
every citizen gave three rupees a
month for a year the amount
could easily be collected.

Gainfully employed people, even
those close ‘to the poverty lins
{on Sri Llanka yardstick), would
be glad to contribute a monthly
five rupees each if they had the
confidence and assurance that the

money so collected was expended

in a proper manner. Already the
confidence of the public has been
~shaken in the " Administration by

stories- that are circulating about
the manner the relief received

from abroad and the monies col-

lected and voted locally have been'

distributed andfor expended. Some
of the stories may be false and
some may be even malicious, but
when the exaggerations and the
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unbelievables are discareded there
yet remains a hard core of what
must be regarded as true—and this
is alarming. Judging from  reports
reaching Tribune! and from the
reports. sent in by some of our
Investigators, there are good rea-
sons to believe that all is not well
with Cyclone Rehabilitation. And
the Government has not been able
to publish credible accounts of tha
work so far dope. The sunshine
storles in the daily papers and the
official media only tend to increase
the growing credibility gap. !

In this situation, the imposition
of the new taxes and surcharges
has evoked widespread suspicion
that these levies are really for the
purpose of increasing the govern-
ment’s cash colléctions to sustain
Treasury liquidity at a reasonable
level.  Though the government
has not mentioped it, people have
developed suspiciops that the gov-
ernment’'s finances aré not in such
a hezlthy state' as the media pre-
teqds they are,

The latest Central Bank bulletin
reveals ‘that whilst Sri Lanka had
2 surplus bzlapnre of trade in 1977
of Rs. 1,259 million (due to an
export boon 1576 which the SLFP
government could npot exploit to
‘the full owing to reduced produc-
tion of tea and other crops), there
is a deficit situation in 1978. la
tha first half of 1978, the deficit
was Rs. 467 million whereas in the
same period in 1977 there was a
surplus of Rs. 338 million. Accord-
ing to Manik de Silva (vide Ceylon
Okgerver, 14/1/79), “Government
economists expect the deﬁcft to
be well in excess of Rs. 1,000
million when the last year's
accounts are “finalised........ “The
Central Bank attributed the deficit
to a fall in export earnings 2nd an
increase ip the import bill. Duripg
the first six months of last year,
total exports improved in rupee
terms due to the revision of the
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‘ Surplué- To Deficit

exchange rate in November [977-:
But in terms of hard currency
earped—the Central Bank maintains
accounts jn terms of Special Draw-
ing Rights (SDRsj—a 4 per cent
decline of export earnings has

i
been noted during the first ha? .«

of 1978. Imports had cost more
both in rupees and SDR terms.
Looking at the figures for the first
six months of last year, the Central
Bank does not censider the 9 per
cent increase in-the import bill
very significant' due to the libera-
lisation of imports.”’

In' this situation, Manik de Silva
said  that: “The Goverpment of
Sri Lanka has applied to the Trust
Fund of the IMF for balance of
payments support during the cur-
rent year. The application for this
lozn went out at the epa of last
month.””

And he amplified further to say:
“Last year, Sri Lapka received two-

loans amounting to Rs. 778 n-.ll-gf*?’_x‘

lion from the IMF Trust Fund.
These loans were at a very soft
half per cent interest rate with
ten and five year maturity. A Gov-
ernment spokesman explained that
these loans were for bslance of
payments support only apnd not
utilisable for the normal expen-
diture of government. He said that
with the new policy of fresing
the economy and liberalising im-
ports, the authorities had foressen
that the balance of payments would
be adyerse in the short term and
these IMF loans had been negotia-
ted to nieet this situation. The
IMF Board is due to mesat at the

end of Japuary and Sri Lapka ex-™
pects the first instalment of an
extenided financing facility of Rs.
600 million to be made after this
meeting." . _

As matters stand today, the
liberalised imports and the IMF
and other loans to meet this de-
ficit—in spite of the “invisible”
foreign exchange earnings from

1 :
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Cyclone Damage?

* Shipping, Tourism and Remit-
tances from Sri Lankans employed
abroad—will sccentuate the in-
flation which has taken a heavy
toll of our economy in the last
cighteen months.  Income from
Whshe Mahaweli is not likely to mat-
erialise. until 1982/83 (at the ear-
liest) and‘'the FTZ is as yet an
uncertain undertaking.  Without
massive dozes of real earnings
from the Mahawali and ths FTZ,
Sri Lanka will soon be hit by an
inflationary spirz] of unprecedented
dimensions. And with every ce-
ficit after 1979, the IMF will demand
devaluation after devaluation. It
is pot necessary to draw lurid pic-
tures of what the state of Sri Lanka
will 'be after one or two more
devaluations, but all -we can say
is that upless the government
reverses a large number of its so-
czlled liberalised frees ecopomy and
free trads policies, the country
will rup into’ major economic diffi-
“culties with fateful consequences.

The government is following
an ostrich-like policy in thess mat-
ters. The mediz does pot set out
the true facts but revels in pro-
paganda gimmicks and sunshine
stories  which very few believe
anymore. People do not even be-

lieve that the 1978 Cyclone damage

is a5 disastrous or heavy as it has
been made out. The suspicion has
grown that the cyclone damage
has been over-estimated to cover
up other sins which entail money
expenditure to cover deficits stem-
ming from wrong policies and bun-
gled programmes. = Tribune is now'
“#engaged on a survey to find out
‘how. far these suspicious are cor-
rect—that damage and destruction
caused by the [|978 cyclone has
been grossly exaggerated in order
to collect funds for the govern-
mental expenditure. Already many
knowledgeable observers have told
Tribune that in their view the 1957
Floods had caused far more ex-

tensive and wi'des;pread damage than

2

the 1978 cyclone which was con-
fined to a restricted area in the
Eastern Province.

The feeling that the Govern-
ment was keeping too many mat-
ters under the hat (or under the
lid) through the controls it exer-
cised over the media has begun to
escalate. If any country today
can be described as having a “ma-
naged press’’, Sri Lanka is one.
But with the press freedom per-
mitted so far, the small Opposition
Party weeklies and dailies have
begun to tear aside the smokes-
creen of suppressed news, distorted
facts and inhibited comment which
the big national dailles have im-
posed on the reading public. Take
the question of the strikes. The
news of the Tobacco Co., strike
could not have been hidden because
of the shortage of cigarettes and
because the CWE was compelled
toimport third ‘grade low quality
cigarettes from Pakistan (which
was being marketed at prices nor-
mally fetched by grade ope or
supergrade cigarettes). The To-
bacco Co. strike has ended up in a
fatal deadlock. In this we do

f

not propose to go into the merits

of the strikers’ demands; but the
fact is that the government has
failed to effect a settlement even
by the old device of referring the
dispute to the Industrial GCourt
for arbitration. The Tobacco Co,
strike has brought into -public
focus two other strikes which have
been going on for months now—
and to which only the Opposition
papers had made occasional refer-
ences. '

But now, the cat has been thrown
out of the bag. The SLFP weekly
The Nation went to town in its
issue of January 19, 1979; “The
entire work force; consisting of

over 300 workers, in Asian Cotton-

Mills Limited have been on strike

“for the past three months due to

the failure of the management to
grant their reasonable demands.
The Mills are owned by the Jaye-
wardene family, and the.Chairman
of the Board of Directors is H. W.
layewardene. Me. ). R. Jaye:
wardene, his wife and their son
transferred their shares to D,
Jayewardene on the 25th of Sep-
tember |974. The Company how-

read

appeared.......: =

AIR LANKA — CAPT. WICKREMANAYAKE

Our attention has been drawn to one statement which refsrred to
Captain Rakitha Wickremanayake in the

article in the Tribune of January 6, 1978 on Air Lanka. The

CONFIDENTIALLY + column

statement

........ Wasn’t this the same man that flew an  Air Ceylon
simply dis-

aircraft to another ‘country, abandoned the aircraft and
Inquiries reveal that Capt. Wickremanayake had

gone out of the island on leave and whilst abroad had sefit in his resigna-
tions as he was legally entitled to do. We are sorry that this mistake
had crept into the article. MWe regret this error. Readsrs will recall
that the same article had stated: “...,.... that Tribune publishas the
communication from our réader with the proviso that we are prepared
to publish any corrections, amplifications, clarifications or explanations
that any interested may want to make on this subject........ . Fol-
lowing this article a very large number of persons have communicated
with us on the matter of Air Lanka and several Fad pointed out this
single factual error in the article, But all have commended Tribune for
focussing attention on a matter of vital importance for aviztion, and we

to our potice in the coming weeks.
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will publish some of the comments and additional _particulars brought

¢ TRIBUNE, Januery 27, 1979 .

s



ever continues in the family, and
at present Includes the following
Jayewardenes among  its share-
holders: H. W., Dr. R. P, S.P,
N. S. H. V., and Chairmaine Mendis,
the President's daughter in law.
Despite regular negotiations by the
trade' urions and a ‘mesting with
the Chairman H. WV. Jayewardene,
there -has bean no. resoclution to
the strike. Among the other mem-
bers of the Board of Directors are
Mr. As X §. Gnapam who Is 2
Director of the FTZ and Mr. Oscar
de Livera, who i3 the Chairman
of the Natiopal Textile Corporation.
Presumably Mr. Livera must have
resigned “from the Board, now.
The fallure of ‘the Jayawardene
management to resolve its prob-
lems with a mere 300 workers is
being seen by business commu-
nity and potential investors in the
FTZ i the context of the claim being
made by the government about
the Improved nature of the climate
for investment. One highly-placed
businessman  commented wryly:
‘The Jayawardenes must put their
own house in order before offering
to build castles for us.' The wor-
Kers have asked for a salary ia-
crease of Rs. 75 a month, a special
allowance for night work, cost of
living z2llowance of Rs. 2.50 and a
five day week. Most of their demands
are well within the norms accepted
by much smaller business operating
ﬁhrough out the country. Meanwhile
the strike at Ceylon Synthetic
Mills which is owned by Mr. Gpanam
continues into the fourth monpth
without resolutions, whilst ' Mr.
Gpanam continues regarding to
‘manage’ the affairs of the eptire
FTZ?...." The public, kept in the
dark about the two strikes by
the official media are prepared
to believe anything everv opposi-
tion paper says. The Government

has only itself to blamz if the credi-

- bility gap keeps growing. -
‘ln the meantime, the . country

TRIBUNE, lahuary 27, 1§78

guest  at

_press conference

is being, readied for the visit of
the Indian PM Morarji Desa! on
February 3. He will be here until
February 6 and will be the chief
the [Independence - Day
celebrations at Kandy. Informad
cirtles assert that the visic is noth-
ing more than a goodwill visit
and there are no pending unresolved
marters between the two countries.
One interesting point that may
arise may well be the question of
the new Kampuchean regime. Sri
Lanka has, it is kpown, taken up
the position that it would consult
other mon-aligned nations either
through the Bureau at New York
or at the Ministerial meeting at
Maputo starting on January 26
before it decides on the question
of recognition.

The Indian Prime Minister, how-~
ever, seems to have jumped the
gun  before other non-aligned
couptries had time for discussions.
At a. press conference at New
Delhi on January 20, he had refer-
red to this question in no uncer-
tain terms: “Another important
remark made by Mr. Desai at this
related to the
impending recogiition of the new
Cambodian Goverpment. He sta-

.ted quite categorically that India

would recogniseé the new Govern-
ment in Phnom Penh as soon as it
received a communication from it.
The Indian attitude, he stressed,
was not to interfere in the inter-
nal affairs of any country, but re-
corrrise the Government whicH was
ruling it."" (Hindu, Jan, 21, 1978).
This attitude differs sharply frcrn
the Yugoslav line.

Judging from available reports,
whilst -the Nop-aligned movement
will insist that, interference by
one country in another is wrong,
most countries Wwill accept ' the
realities—that the Pol Pot regime

" was uppopular and that the new

regime must be recognised if it
was fully in control of the terris
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. Desai Visit,

tory. Exaggerated reports from un
identified sources in Bankkok of the
resistance by the Pol Potguerilias may
tend to make somez countries delay
recognition for 4 time, but the reali-

ties of the situation must be
_recognised sponer ot later.
Moralistic  posturing to hide

ideclogical (cold war) geopolitical
inhibitions wiil not take any coun-
try very far in these days. The USA
indulged in such posturing in re-
gard to the People’s Republic of
China for nearly thirty years and
finally accepted the simple reality
of the PRC recently. Even Saudi
Arabia, which had refused to re-
cognise the USSR from [92]1 mow
seems to have decided to initiate
measures to establish diplomatic
relations with Russial

And Sihanouk has finally decided
to abandop the Pol Pot caucus. He
has pnow said that he no longsr
represented them. He had been
allowed to leave Phnom Penh for °
Pekirg no doubt becauss he agreed
to represent them 2t the UN and
copdemn Vietnamese aggression.
This role for Sihanouk was upder=
written by Peking. The Prince
perforined his part at the UN and
immediately  thereaiter  sought,
convenient asylum in a hospitel,

-from where he appealed to the

USA to intervene in Kampuchea
and restora him to the thrope.
But this evoked no response.
Sihapouk, no doubt, felt thit the
USA which had everthrown him
in 1971 to instal Lel Non should
not set right the injustice by res-
toring him te this throne. Sihapeulk
no doubt knew that the US did

_net have the power to do this

at this stage of history, but he
probabl; fzit the urge to remind
the US just what its “intérvention®
in 1971 had led to. The KNUFNg
regime, Sihanouk zald, had invited
him to be the head of State, but
he had declined the honour after
making it clear that he had cut

4
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" Morarji, Choran Singh. Indira

himself from the Pol Pot group.

Sri Lanka Ig not likely to follow
uprealistic policies In regard to
the changes in Kampuchea, but
she will move cautiously only zfter

' due copsultations with other lead-

W plexity of West Asia,

ing members of the Non-alighed
Movement.

Whilst the situation in Indo-
China Is getting calmer, in West
Asia fighting is hotting up in Leba-
non. The Camp David Accord
is very much on the rocks with
Israeli determination to crush the
PLO and Palestinian resistance not
only inside Israel and the occu-
pied territories but also in neigh-
bouring Lebanon.. There can be
o settlement in West Asia without
2 just solution of the Palestlnian
problem acceptable to the Arabs.
Israel cannot bulldoze them out of
existence.  The decision of Iraq
and Syria to merge brings a new
dimension to the geopolitical com-
Sri Lanka
will have to tread a wary path to
keep' her non-aligned flag. flying
in the Middle East and (after the
recent developments in Iran) in
the Persian Gulf region as well,

—Om- —0— —0-—

SLBC TALK

= {
Window On India
by R. Varadachar

PTI Correspondent in Colombo

EVEN AS CRISIS-RIDDEN ruling
Janatha Party in India is being

*p]agued with repeated threats of

resignations -frem some of the
senior cabinet colleagues of Prime
Minister. Mr. Morarji-Desai, to in-
duce him to patch up His differences
with his former home migister.
Mr. Charan Singh, Mrs. Indira
Gandhi seems to be making head-
way in rallying the two factions
of the Congress once again into a
united party to mount a greater
challenge to the Japata Party.

5

_While in the past ministers of
standing like Mr. George Fernandez,
Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Mr.
Biju Patpaik had threatened “to
resign over the in-fighting among
the top trio of the Party namely
Mr. Degal, Mr. Charan Singh and
Mr, Jagjivan Ram, the latest who ra-
signed and has subsequently decided
not to press for it for the time
being is Mr. L. K. Advani, the
Minister of Information and Broad-
casting, There Is a qualitztive dif=
ference in the resignation threat of
Mr. Advani from that of others
who had only pressed for reeon-
ciliation between Mr. Morarji
Desai and Mr. Charan Singh.

Mr. Advani has struck a different
note for his resignation which is
of course more galling to Mr.
Desai. As the leader of the house
in the Rajya Sabha, the upper house
of Indian Parliament, he is facing
ail the fury of the opposition Which
is in'a majority there. The opposi-
tion parties spearheaded by the
Congress (1) had not allowed any
business to be transacted in the
house for a long time till it re-
cessed mercifully in December, They
were demanding that the Govern-
ment  take  meaningful  steps
to have an enquiry into the alle-
gations concerning the financial
transactions of Mr. Desai's son,
Mr. Kanti Desai. The stalemate
was unprecedended in the history
of the Indian Parliament.

As the leader of the house, Mr.
Advani who is responsible for
the purposeful functioning of the
house had grown exceedingly un-
happy over the impasse. He had
also beepn greatly embarassed by
the stiff stance of Mr, Morarji Desai
that he would agree to refer to
the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court oply specific charges in con-
crete form which are made against
his son outside the privileged pre-
cinets of the Parliament.

MR. DESAI had in the past firmly
turned down several -suggestions
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to get over the Impasse; including
the reference of the issue to the
Select Committee of the house
making his government’s position

untenable and Mr. Advani's posi-
tion upenviable. If Indian . press
reports are any indication Mr.

Advani seems to be In favour of
accepting a suggestion by an oppo-
sition congress member that the
entire proceedings of tha. Rajya
Sabha be referred to the Chief)
Justice of India for a decision on
whether there is a prima facle case
against Mr. Kapti Dessi on the
basls of information made available
during the protracted debate on
the subject which was marked by
much acrimony and heat.

Mr. Morarii Desai’s position hi-
therto is that this suggestion would
create a bad precedent. Such a
procedure, if followed, could,
in nis opinion, lead to the per-
secution of any one at the hands of
the majority in either house of
Parliament., There would be po
limit then as there might have to
be commissions galore on the basis
of frivolous allegations against in-
nocente, made out of political ven-
detta or personal malice. Those
claiming to stand for purity @end
integrity in public life, particularly
at high levels, insist that a probe
would only expose any false impli-
cations and. insinuations. But Mr.
Desai wants such of those who
make such .upnfounded allezations

- toface the consequences by making

them in public so that they
would be liable to defamation if
they were proved to be untrue in
and impartial enquiry. And so the
arguments goes on endlessly.

Finally there has emerged a ray
of hope. Mr. Desai has now agreed
to the suggestion that a small cabi-
net subcommittes go into _tne
issue and submit its recommenda-
tions on the Kanti Desai affair,
One should hope that this modus
vivendi worked * out after hard
bargaining .would -find an effective

TRIBUNE, lapuary-27, 1979



. solution. to .the .vexed question.
Mr. Advani's resignation would have
.« Come 3s a surprise and also as
embarrassment to Mr. Desai as
- the Jan Sangh group within the
Janata Party has so far been his
staupch supportar in his confronta-
tion. with Mr. Charan Singh. The
..Jan Sangh is pow apparently con-
vinced that an amicable solution
to the Kanti Desai affair is impera-
tive if the lJanata Party has to func-
tion as a cohesive upit and move
with united determination in pur-
suit of its programmes on the
ecopomic front, Perhaps this rea-
lisation also explaing Mr. Desai’s
belated ‘and reluctant acceptance

of the cabinet subcommittee sug-

gestion.  He does not want to

stand further isolated among the

ruiing ranks. /
‘Threats of resignations from the
| .Japata Cabinet has been so fre-
quent of late that the President
of the Indian Republic. Mr. Sanjiva
Reddi, wes compelled to make a
somewhat derisive remark in pub-
lic last month. In an outspoken
speech at the fupction in New
Delni to mark the inauguration
of the year-long Rajaji centenary
celebrations, Mr. Reddy said, to
quote him, ‘‘dont’ be afraid. no-
body will resign. It is easy to get
into a job but is very difficult to
get olit. It requires a lot of courage
to leave ministership, MNone of
ug has that courage.” This broadside
and his' other remarks .about
the in-fighting in the lanata Party
have come as a great embarass.
ment to those at the helm of affairs.
His remarks; unusually forthright
for a figurative Head of State,
have been so unpalatable to some
“that they have spread the unchari-
table suggestion that Mr. Reddy
was trying to become Prime Minis-
ter himself, further relying on his
remarks, to quote him again, “l am
counting my| months in the Rash-
trapathi Bhavan. Living there as
Pregident is nothing but simple
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Imprisonment.”” Then. such is the
course of politics everywhere.

WHILE THE JANATA
PARTY is striving hard to retain
its unity and identity as a single
party which after all emerged as
an amalgam of five distinctly diffe-
rent political entities, Mrs. Gandhi
has embarked on a course to re-
unify the congress. The success of
her party in the state assembly
elections in Karpataka and Andhra

Pradesh and subsequent parliament’

and assembly byelections and her
spectacular victory at the Chik-
magalur  Parliamentary | by-election
have led to her re-emergence as a
force to be more than reckoned
with i the Indian political scene.
This has also left the Swaran Singh
group of the Congress in the cold
and forced them to hapndover the
opposition’ leadership of the Lok
Sabha to the Congress (l). Serious
rethinking in the Congress camps
has led to three meetings so
far between Mr. Swaran Singh
and Mrs. Gandhi. Both would now
appear to have agreed to come to-
gether again under the old banner
of the Indian National Congress.

While agreement in principle
has been reached on the merger
by Mrs. Gandhi and Mr. Swaran
Singh, modalities are yet to be
worked out.. | Unification at the
lower party levels where personal
rivalries are dominant would pose
a problem. Already the Maharash-
tra Unpit of the Swaran Singh
Congress is in turmoil and is
vertically split on the merger ques-
tion. Kerala and Bihar units are
also likely to revolt. Such teething
troubles are however to be expec-
ted as Mrs. Gandhi's 20-month
long authoritarian emergency rule
is too much for quite a number of
Congressmen dedicated to democ-
ratic functioning of the party. Mr.
Y. B. Chayan, in particular, is
anxious that the unity move should
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not result in the revival of the
personal dominance of the party
by Mrs. Gardhi and her coterie
and should ensure that there is
collective leadership at all levels.
Mrs, Gandhi has of course made
such political headway after he#
rout in the last general elections
but she is now facing a series of
litigation in the form of nagging
difficulties at several places.  Her
Chikmagalur victory has already
besn challenged on grounds of
large scale impersonation by her
supporters, This charge may look
as one of mere academic interest
to some in view of her expulsion.

from Parliament but it carries grave

portends. If the charge is established
in a court of law, her victory will
become pyrrhic and her image will
be tatrnished.

She also has been summoned by
a Magistrate in Karpataka State to
appear in copnection with a com-,
plaint that she had given a false®
address in 2 bid to register herself
voter there. She is alleged to have
declared falsely in a court affida-
vit last June that she was a resi-
dent of a Hindu, religious rest
house in Dodaballapur. The local
electoral officer has rejected - her
claim after an on-the-spot inquiry.
She is alleged to have made the
false declaration as she had then
the intention to enter' the Rajya
Sabha for which residence quali-
fication in the state whose
seat one is contesting is mandatory.
If convicted, Mrs. Gandhi could
receive a one yeatr sentence 2and
also be disqualified from contest==
ing elections for five years. She is
already facing contempt charges
in a Delhi court for refusing to
testify before the Shah Commission
which went into the alleged excess
during her emergency rule. She is
also to be summoned by a special
court for which the Supreme
Court has given clearance for ya- |
rious acts of omision and com-
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Price War Ta Help Consumers

Mission. Political observers be-
lieve that Mrs. Gandhi is thus
getting more and more entangled
in a legal mess which may have an
! impact in the public mind.
Jan. 13, 1979
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C. W. E. on

Chinese Broiler
Chicken

The Chairman, CWE, contacted
Tribupe in regard to the CONFI-
DENTIALLY article of Japuary |3
on the Mystery of the Chinese Broilers
and was good epnough to answer
some of the queries raised in
that article. We had raised five
questions: “'(a) the actual quantity
of broiler chicken meat ordered
by the CWE from Chipa—whether
it was one order for 300 tons, and
another for 500 tons or just one
order for 300 tons; (b) the total
quantity of broiler chicken already
received by the CWE from China;
(e) the amount, if any, still on order;
(d) whether the order or orders
were placed through the accredited
agents of the Chinese Export
Organisation in Sri Lanka or whe-
ther the order, or orders were
placed through a free lance agent

+ in Hongkong; (e) the actual cost of
the import of this broiler chicken
meat; (f) the actual quantity of
broiler chicken sold at the different
selling (wholesale and retail) prices
of Rs. 9.50 a 1b; then Rs. 9,00 a 1b.
then Rs. 8.50 a lb. and then Rs.

- 8.00 a 1b. and finally at Re. 7.50
IS ¥ e s

We had also raised a few other
watters: (1) whether the sale of
broiler had been adversely affected
by the “rumour” that the Chi-
nese broiler chicken was hormene-
treated (and which was alleged to
cause infertility)s (if) whether it
was because of this that a hundred

7

weight of rationed item called
Mysore dhal was offered at Rs. 4/-
a Ib. to all who bought 25 cartons
of Chinese chicken (i} the truth
about a juicy story was going round
that the order had been placed
through a Hongkong agept (and
not the local one) and that this
had pushed up the price by US
$ 175.00.

The CWE's answers—and files
and papers were shown to Tribune
in support—were: (z) that there
was only one order for 300 tons:
the order was placed in lune 1978
and the cargo was received end
October 1978; (b) that the total
quantity received was oply 300
tons; (c) that no further orders

were pending; (d) that the order

had been directly placed ' with
the appropriate Chinese Goverp-
ment Export Corporition throug-
the Chinese Trade Counsellor in
Colombo and not through any
agent in Sri Lanka or Hongkong.

(e) that this chicken meat was sold

at prices from Rs. 9.60 to Rs. 8.00
retail depending on market fluc-
tuations. But no details were avai-
lsble about the quaptities sola at
the different prices, nor the total
quantity sold so far—there was
only a guess-estimate that about a
“third” had so far been sold. No
chicken had been so far been sold
less than Rs. 8.00 a Ib.

With regard to the other que-
ries, the CWE answers were:
() the Chinese broiler chicken
conformed to all requirements of
the Foed and Drugs Act—the
question of hormone-treztmant was
not specifically  answered: that
the "300 ton  shipment had been
inspected, checked and passed by
the health authorities:. that the
broilers were beipg stored in the
approyed fashion under thes tringent
ent health conditions; (il) that
there was no consumer resistance;
the offer of dhal had been
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to induce biz locil hotsls to buy
large quentities of chicken but the
offer had been withdrawn and
no sale had, taken place with the
dhal inducement: that Chipese
broilers wzre selling fast; (liijthat
the story of an over-price of $
175,000 through a Hongkong Agent
was a canard set afloat by local

parties who had unscrupulously
and upsuccessfuly  tried to
gatecrash into the deal to cellect
a commission. .

The CWE's position was that
this import of broilers was a
government exercise to bring
prices down at a time when
broiler chicken meat prices
were climbing to Rs. 14 a Ib.

The Land Acquisition Act

(Cap. 460) zs Amended by the

Land  Acquisition (Amend-
ment) Act No. 28 of 19¢4,
Notice Upder Section 7.

Ref. No. 3/62/5.4/).76E.6

It is intended to acquire the land]

lands described in the Schedule

below. For further particulars

plesse see the Gazetts of the

Demiocratic Socialist Republic of

Sri_Lapka No, 21 (Part ) of
26.01.197y.

: Schedule

Nan'ie of Village Etc:
Tnawalandana village in Yati-
kaha Korale South, Kuliya-
pitiya DR.O's Division, Kuru-
negala District.

Name of Land:
Bogahakanatta  Pillewa, Thim-
birigahamulla Watta

Pla n% Llot Nos: i
Lot Nos. 47 and 48 in Supple-
ment No. | in FV.P. €62
H. M. W. Chandraratne
District Land Officer
Kurunegala District.
The Kachcheri,

Kurunegala.
15th Japnauary 1979
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with Elephant HMouse imports
from America and Australia—
imports allowed owing to lao-
cal shortages.  No soconer the

CWE announced that it would .

import Chinese chicken, the
prices had come down imme-
diately to zbout Rs. IL56 a Ib.
When the Chinese broilers ba-
Came availabie in MNovember,
prices dropped further and there
was a price war—and during
Christmas broiier prices were
arcund Rs, 8.50 a Ib. Now, the
Elephant House had dropped
its price stiil down (even for
American and Australian chi-
cken} to Rs. B.I0, The CWE
might have to drop its price
further to sel! its Chinese chi-
cleen.

.~ The Government, said the CWE,
was oaly aaxious to push the prices

The Land Acjuisition Act
(Cag. 460) As Amended By
The Land Acqguisition (Amznd-
ment) Act No. 23 of 1254,
Notice Under Section 7.
Ref. No. 3/62/437/1.73 E. 706
It is iatended to acquire the
land/lands described i the Schedule
below. For further partizulars pleass
see the Gazette of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,
No. 21 (Part Ill) of 25.01.1579.
Schedule
Name of Village Ezc.:
Damoitiya villaze “in Woalgam-
pattu Korale, Wariyapola
D.R.O’s; Division, Kurunegala
District. :
Name of lond:
Kankuadaqhena
Plan & Lot Nas,:
Lot No. 1 in Preliminary Plan
KU.781
H. M. W. Chandraratne
District Land Qfficer
Kurunegala Cistrict.
The Kazhzheri,
Kuruaegala.
Vith Jaquary 1979
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down to reasonable levels. Local
producers had also started increas-
ing prices and it was they who had
started the “rumour” about “hor-
mone-treated’” Chinese broilers: It
was 2 sales gimmick on thelr part
to create consumer resistance to
Chinese broiler chicken, and there-
after keep price at a high level.

Such were the CWE answers
to the gueries raised by Tribune.

What ‘have the local producers
of brolier chicken to say? Iribune
will be willing to publish what-
ever the Poultry or Livestock Pro-
ducers Association have to say on
this matcer,

—0—
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Throne Of Power

Sir,

Power thirsty politicians robbed
property and buses and entrusted
to henchmen for majagement not
with any sincere mstives for doing
afy better service to the country;
but for merely being on the throne
of power with the heachmen/un-
mindiul of whatever calamity the

<country may fall into, if they can

§it on the throne. This govern-
ment never rode into power with
false promises and so far splendid
work had been dopne with much
sacrifice, devotion and dedication.
All mosopolies, restrictions, quotas
controls and slavery in all spheres
have vanished in so short a time;
but .the only slavery that exists
is the travel slavery in public
trapsport.  Commuters have be-
come slaves to bus erews and they
(the commuters) are robbed of
their balance cdue to them. Al-

 though plain clotled officers are

supposed to be opn duty to detect
malpractices of bus crews, their
periormapice of duty ends victimi-
siug the commuter at the receiving
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end. Why has the idea of parallel
transport being shelved? with the
persuasive editorial of a reputed
journal, it transpired that 43 firms
and individuals' have applied for
bus transport. It is high time that
this Is permitted.
orbitant price of "petrol, ' even
those who have cars are compelled
to use public transport. In the .
guise of pationalistion, robbing took
plaze and thereby, emerged a sat
of bursiuzrats in tha namz of
socialism and their sole aim was to
remain loyal to a certain political
party that gave them a place. They
will always be prepared to dapce
to the tune of the party hierarchy
and try to prevent any other party
from coming into power even if
the economy of the country Is
reduced to zero,

This . government was not given
the mandate by tie changing top

brass and eel type upionists of*

degenerating corporations like the
ever zilizg glont (SLTB). It is the
peaceful civilians who underwent
lihuman torture  under the
“REIGN OF TERROR' for seven
years and who belong to no ugion
at all, are those who sent this
government to office. Therefore
the government wiil have the sup«
port of the countryfolk in geaeral.
However much politicos may grum-
ble in parliament about bus dena-
tionalisation  if the commuters are
found a means of moving without
wasting time at bus halts and being
victimised to bus crews, it aloys

is epough to face the polls. Train .

service is mo better than the bus
service vis-a vis, It is loped that a

. parellel transport be permitted in

the near future so that the coa-
ductors’ “BUSRAJ” may eud and
commuters may have some relief
after two decades. '‘Noys avons
bezain de mieux tranipord”.

H. D. Patrick Jinadasa
Gampaha.
16.1.79.
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DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA

AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED [N
COLOMBO.

Jan.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—
Ceylon Daily Mirror; C€O0—Ceylon
Obgerver; ST—Sunday Times; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Lapkadipa; VK—Vira-
kesai; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina;
SLD—Sri Lapkadipa; [D—lapadina;
SU—Sun; DV—Davasa; DP—Dinapathi
CM—Chintamani; WK—Weskend;
RR—Riviresa; EN—Eelanadu; IDPR—
information Dept. Press Release;
DK—Dinsakara,

SUNDAY, . JANUARY 7:
President 1. R. Jlayewardene an-
nouncad at Giriulla on Friday that
the Minister of Education would
soon start a scheme under which
four to five hupdred scholarskips
would be granted by the Govern-
ment every year to promising stu-
dents to study science abroad.
As the Goverriment's district minis-
try system gets going and its bene-
fits percolate to the people Gov-
ernment offices will become places
where the negative attitudes that
reign today will have no room,
Prime Minister Mr.
said in Gampaha yesterday. A
governmert directive has gone out
to Ministers attending public func-
tions, including cocktail parties hos-
ted by foreign Embassiss to celsb
rate their National Days, to re-
frain from consuming alcohol. The
Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corpora-
tion s eactively considering the
" establishment of another com-
mercial broadcasting station.
The Colombo Museum has decided
to reprint a number of rare books
on Ceylon for the benefit of scholars,
collectors and other interested
persons—S0. Eight hundred plain-
clothesmen will soon be ‘mingling

9

R. Premadasai

with the public collecting informa-

_ tion about terrorist and subversive

activities, hardcore criminals and
pickpockets. The Intelligence Ser-
vice Division of the police is trying
to find the answer to the question
how unemployed youths from the
North visit European countries and
stay for between two v'eeks to one
month before they return to the
Island—ST. The Police were mak-
ing formal inquiries into the ¢ase of
53 employees of the National Lot-
teries Board who won prizes in
sweeps during a 16 month period.
A new security operation in the
north which will ensure the pre-
sence of the Police in any given
spot within a matter of minutes
will go into operation this week.
The Minister of State, Mr. Ananda-

tissa de Alwis, has recommended
to the Government the setting up

of a Press Clippings service; he told
a recent meeting of Ministers that
such @ service would obviate the
misrepresentation of facts about
Sri Lanka which occur in foreign
media—WK, The  Minister of
Finance said that this government
was prepared to grant all rights
to the Tamils except Tamil “Eelam™
and the Tamils should not let this
opportunity slip. The Minstry of
Agriculture and Agricultural De-
velopment is to undertake 10 Irri-
gation schemes in the Northerp
Province this year—VK. It was
decided by the Cinema Owners
Association to increase cinema fares
by 50 cent—CM. A female army of
300,000 is to be set up on a sug-
gestion by the Minister of Rural
Development to do sramadana werk
to develop rural areas. Sri Lanka
is expected to use Rs. 2000 million
worth of petrol this year—RR.

A co-ordinating officer will be
appointed to every Ministry to work

with the Ministry of Plan Imple-
mentation to streamline the Job
Bank work. 20,000 will get em-
ployment this year through the
projects launched by the Ministry
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of Textiles—SLDP. Prospects for a
multi-million dollar British trade
deal with China including the sale
of military Jets, were disclosed to-
day at the western big four two-day
summit on major world issues.
lran’s new Premier ex-opposition
leader Shapur Baktiar today pre-
sented his civilian cabidet to the
Shah in a fresh attempt to end
strife in Iran after two months when
the military led government failed to
restore law apnd order ip the coun-
try. Still awaiting a decision on
his appeal against the death sen-
tence ex-Premier Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
celebrated his Slist birthday in
Jail today—S50. Seven political
parties last night agreed to take
part in the Bangladesh elections
next month. The Soviet Union
was: capitalising on the crisis in Iran
by using every effort to gain a new
foothold in the Gulf the People’s
Daily said—ST. Chinese vice Premier

Teng Tsiao ping effectively ruled

out on Friday any possibility of
China sending its massive army—
the world's biggest into Kampuchea.
Posters are appearing in Peking
calling for a mass mally on Menday
the 3rd Anniversary of the death
of Premier Chou En-li—WK.

MONDAY, JANUARY 8:
The United States Government on
Friday agreed to help: Sri Lanka
complete its accelerated Mahaveli
program by making a yearly grant
of 15 million US dollars (Rs. 240
millier); to ensure smooth co-
ordination of United States 'assis-
tance for the Mahaveli Scheme the
USAID Mission has alse indicated
that it will set up a separate Maha-
veli Project Unit at the USAID
offices in Colombo. Forty trade
ministers mainly from Arab coun-
tries, South Asia, the ASEAN
group, the Far East and the new
Pacific Island nations will assemble
in Colombo on January 15 for the
most important international con-
ference to be held in Sri Lankg
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5o far this year.
Government assesses very highly
the ecopomic and socisl policies
followed by the present Govern
ment and would be pleased to help
the government of Sri Lapka in
its constructive efforts at nation
building; this was revealed yester-
day to the Minister of Foreign
Affzirs, Mr. A. C. 5. Hamesd when
the delegation from the Norwegian
Government Agency called at the
Ministry for talks with the Minls-
ter—CDN. The pace 'of Sri Lanka's
industrialisation has accelerated so
much that nzarly one hundred new
industrial ventures are being ap-
proved every month. Mr. N. Denzil
Fernando, the Deputy Minister of
Industries and Scientific Affairs said
yasterday. The Prasident, Mr. 1. R.
Jayewardene has appointed a spe-
cial committee headed by Mr, T. B.
Werapitiya, Deputy Minister of
Deferice to lock into the several
petitions and reptesentations made
by parilamentarians regserding the
transfers of police officers by the
Transfer Board. The Kandy police last
week seized a car transporting eight
gunny bagsfullofcupro-nickel five and
‘ten cent coins—CDM. A centre where
countries in the Asian region can
share their expertise and experience
in regard to the evaluation of pro-
jects and the negotiations of contra-
cts with multi-national corporations
is to be established shortly: this
centre, called the Asian Centre
for Contract Negotiations is alse
expected to co-ordinate Govern-
ment’ legislation and policies in
regard to multi-national corpora-
tions; it is likely to be set up either
in Colombo or Kuala Lumpur. Six
more horses were brought from
Singapore yesterday to strengthen
the Mounted Division of the Police—
SU. The 50/- salary increase which
was mentioned in the last budget
will be granted to plantation ‘wor-
- kers only if they work for a minimum
of 21 days in the month—VK.
Ten police officers from the Jaffina
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police station have suddenly been
transferred—EN. The World Bank
has decided to help the CTB to
develop its serviceis new Bus
chassis will be bought from loans
provided from the world Bank—
DM. Lower grade workers work-
ing In goveranment departments will
not be transferred away from the
district they live for any reason
hereafter. The Ministry of Planta-

tion Industries has decided to culti~

vate cashew in 20,000 acres for
export. 4 IVP members have been
expelled from the party for discip-
linary reasons and for criticising
the leadership of the party—LD,
If the expected consignment of oil
does not . arrive, there will be a
oil crisis in the country—DV. Radio
Hanoi tenight reported that the
Kampuchean capital of Phnom Pesh
was captured by Pro-Vietpamese
rebels today. The Congress Presi-
dent Sweran Singh ana former
PM Mrs. Indira Gandhi agreed
in principal yesterday that the
two factions of the Congress party
should upite and that the united
party should be known as the
Indian National Congress.  Aya-
tollah Khomeiny the Shah's prin-
cipal religious opponent yester-
day described Iran's new goverp-
ment as illegal and called for a day
of national mourning next monday.
Iran’s new PM Baktizr presented
a Cabinet of I4 political unknowns
to the Shah yesterday and later
told reporters that the 59 year
old Monarch wanted to go abroad
shortly for a rest. The Western
Big Four leaders yesterday gave
strong assurances that they would
not allow devaloping relations with
China to damage their /drive for
detente with the Sovietr Union.
China has, rapidly moved major
military upits towards its border
with Vietnam in an 2pparent geés-
ture of support for Cambodia US
official said yesterday. Israeli PM
Menachem Begin said last night
that Egypt and lsrael were coming

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Sl Lanka Chronicls

close to signing a peace treaty,
A leader of the Fateh' Palestine
guerilla movement was quoted yes-
terday as saying it was prepared to
cease attacks against Israel and
accept a Palestinian mini-state in
areas held by the Isr2zlis since
1 267—CDN., Cambadian  leader
Prince MNoralom Sihanouk emerging
after years of palice arrest in Phnom
Penh is to present Cambodia's
case against Vietnam before the
UN. A general strike called by
opponents of the Shah of Iran
turned Teheran a city of 4 million
people Into a ghost town. The
Shah of Iran went on Mational
Radio yesterday saying that a holi-
day he needed may take him out
side the colptry. Presigent Anwar
Sadat wants to discuss the Marshall
Plap like scheme epvisaged by him
for Egypt with Germany in the
course of the year; The President
told Hamburg Mayor Kleso today;
the Sadat plan expects the US,
W. Germany apnd lapan to provids
Egypt with 15,000 milllen dollars
over a period of 5 years—SU.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9:
Thirty per cent of the admissions
to the Universities will be on an
all-island  basis and will be purely
on merit on the raw marks obtained
at the GCE A-level examination:
Fifty five percent will bé admitted
on a district basis on the relative
population of the 24 administrative
districts; the remaining |5 per
cent will be allocated to the edu-
cationally ~ underprivileged  dis-
tricts; in every case raw marks
will be used and merit will be the
criterion, Prof. Stanley Kalpage,
Secretary, Ministry of Higher Edu-
cation, told a press briefing yester-
day. Import duty on raw materials
and packaging imposed on local
Pharmaceutical manufacturers s
killing the industry; by contrast
importers of drugs from abroad
pay no duty at all; this allegation
is mage by seven registered phar-
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maceutical manufacturers In  Sri
Lanka. The Minister of Trade
and Shipping Mr. Lalith Athulath-
mudali yesterday called for vigorous
action by the developing countries
to combat what he called the
growing menace of protectionist
policies adopted by developed coun-
tries In international trade; the
Minister was addressing the Senior
Officials meeting of the Asian
Group of the Group of 77, held
at the BMICH. The Libyan gov-
ernment yesterday handed over a
cheque for Rs. 1 1/2 million to the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr.
A. C. S, Hameed, as a contribution
for the permanent rehabilitation
of areas affected by the cyclone.
The first batch of community health
workers (barefoot doctors) for the
city of Colombo—a scheme initiated
by Prime Minister Mr, R. Prema-
dasa commenced training yesterday,
at the Colombo Municipal Council
premises—CDN.  The state Film
Corporation has not authorised any
increase in the price/ of cinema
tickets by exhibitors, Mr. D. H.
Abeyasinghe, Director of the State
Film Corporation and Chairman
of the Public Performarces Board
gsaid—CDM. Sri Lanka has clinched
a multi-million rupee deal to
repair French naval vessels in
Colombo; the task is being under-
taken by the State owned Colombo
Dockyard Limited. The Minister
of External Affairs of the Republic
of Maldives, Mr. Fathullah Jameel
arrives in Colombo today for a
five-day - official visit. Doctors
attached to the Colombo Eye
hospital staged a wallc out yester-
day afternoon in protest against
the alleged abuse and Intimidation
of a lady doctor by a senior Police
officer. A Goyvernment Psychiatrist
yesterday ruled that M. Victor
alias Ananda 17-year-old servant
and alleged killer of land owner
George Rowlands and his 10-year
old daughter Koomarine, was fit
and not mentally ill. Talks held

in Jaffna between leaders of the
TULF and leaders of the Tamil
Youth Federation te iron out the
differences between them have,
it is reported, proved futile. These
talks were held following the
decision of the Youth Federation
to sever all connections with the
leadership of the TULF and 'go
it alone.”—SU. The Minister of
Finance said that the government
had set aside Rs. |0 million for
rehabilitation ‘work in the cyclone
affected areas—VK. A rule to pre-
vent students from entering uni-
versity by sitting for the entrance
exam from other districts will
soon be in force; a student will
be able to sit for the exam only if
he has been a resident of the dis-
trict for three years—DP, The
government of Sri Lanka has ap-
pointed Mr. B. J. Fernando, Perma-
nent Representative of Sri Lanka
in the UN as Ambassador of Sri
Lanka in Brazil—IDPR No. 6/79.
Revenue from the export of ready-
made garments for 1978 has been
over Rs. 300 million. The Ministry
of Industries has approved (070
jndustries last year and 23,000
have been employed by those fac-
tories—DM. The Ministry of
Education has ordered all Principals
that a special fee must not be
levied when enrolling students to
the school. The Jute Corporation
is to launch a scheme to produce
10 million gunny bags a year—LD.
The smuggling ‘out of gems and
smuggling gold bars in to the couns
try has increased in the last few
months—/D. Thai PM Chamenanel
sald today that Cambodian PM Pol
Pot and his colleagues were still
in Cambodia according to latest
intelligence reports. Radio Hanoi
tonight announced the formation
of a People’s Revolutionary Com-
mittee to administer and named
pro-Vietnamese rebel leader Heng
Samrin as Chairman. The US state
department last night called for
the withdrawal of foreign forces

from Cambodia saying the violatien
of its territory by Vietnam was a
threat to peace In the region, The
Soviet Union last night hailed the
reported capture of Phoom Penh
by Vietpamese-backed rebel
forces as a triumph for the Kams
puchean people.  China bitterly
accused Vietnam yesterday of launche
ing a major war against Cambodia
and appealed for international sups
port and UN intervention on behalf
of the Phom Penh government. |
A strike by more than 40,000 truck
and tanker drivers yesterday threa=
tened supplies of food, fuel and
industry’'s raw material and the
British government considered whes
ther to declare a state of emergency.
After the assassination of Madrid
military governor the political situs
ation in Spain has taken ancther
turn for the worse; tension was
visible even at military barracks—a
matter of special concern ta the
Spapiards—CDN.  Former Cambo«
dian strongman Prince Sihanouk
addressing a historic Press cone

“ference in Peklng after the fall of

Phnom Peng, sometimes In tears
made a emotional plea for world
help in supporting Cambodia, but
at the same time said there was
no doubt that for the momeng
Camboula’ was lost—as France in
1940—=SU,

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY I[0:
Dr. Stanley Wijesundera, Prof. of
Bio-Chemistry of the University
of Colombo has been appointed
Vice-Chancellor of the University
of Colombo. The total import
value of rice, flour and sugar re-
corded an unprecedented 20 per
cent dacline in the first nine months
of last year compared with that of
the same perjod in 1977. This was
mainly the result of a substantial
reduction Iin rice imports from
422,000 tons in the period January
to September 1977 to 146,000 tons
during the same peried in 1978.
The Salvation Army is to put up
in Sri Lanka a ten storeyed come
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.mercial development project cost-

ng rupees thirty million to finance
ts varied activities—CDN. Mem-
bers of P%r]iament. other than
Ministers, Deputy Ministers and
District Ministers will be allowed
to practise their professions; the
‘President Mr. J. R. Jayewardene
‘has decided to, allow this on a
proposal made by a member at
the Government [Parliamentary
Group 'meeting. Crime preven-
tion societies in every district
will be organised by the police
shortly; the Inspector Geperal of
Police, Mr. Ana Seneviratne recept-
ly gave the green light for the for-
mation of such societies and has
asked ASPs in charge of districts
to take steps to bring them into
baing—CDM. The new Road Traffic
Bill with more teeth to control
and regulate traffic on highways
is now finalised; it is expected to
be presented in Parliament next
month by the Minister of Transport,
Mr. M. H. Mohammed. The
"UNCTAD senior officials conference
which \began at the BMICH op
Monday is now meeting in three
committees to discuss the items
on the provisional agenda for the
United Nations Conference on Trade
“and Development (UNCTAD V)
-at Manilla in May. The Ministry of
Social Services is launching three
schemes to give children the fam.ily
atmosphere they are denied and a
new approach to child care; explain-
ing the plans for the International
Year of the Child, Mr. T. G. Goone-
.sekera Secretary of the Ministry,
said, they plan to start Child and
Family WVelfare Centres, Nutri-
tional Centres and a sponsorship
programme for children—SU. Cir-
cles clost to the President have
disclosed that he is exploring
_possibilities of what action should
be taken against groups who try
to rouse communal passions, there-
by disturbing the peace and order
in the country. The government
has decided in the Year of the Child-
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to give financial help to families
who adopt orphans and bring them
up as their own children; children's
villages too will be established
where orphans and poor children
will be rehabilitated—VK. There
is fear that the prices of fertilizer
may be raised as there is news
that world fertilizer prices have
increased. The Ministry of Plan-
tation Industries has decided to
plant cadju trees in 20,000 acres
in the Mannar district; this is in
view of the great demand in many
countries for cadjunuts—DP. A CID
team has gone to Maldives to in-
vestigate how a consignment of
Textiles worth Iakhs of rupees
bound from Singapore to Maldives
turned into a bale of hay in the
Katunayake air port. A harbour
fund will be set up scon to develop
the harbour. A centre to train
1200 youths in New Industries
and development work is being
constructed with Swedish aid. The
Minister of Power and Highways
has decided to begin 100 rural
electricity ‘schemes in each district
and complete the project as soon
as possible.  The Health Ministry
is considering setting up Ayur-
vedic Medical herb plantations in
every electorate—DV. A National
export Development Board will be
set up with the President to stream-
line exports—LD. lran is to revise
all its current military contracts
and cancel those completely cop-
. trary of its interests Dr. Baktiar
the pewly appointed Iranian PM
said today. The CIA estimated that
Russian arms deliveries to develop-
ing countries totalled 8.5 billion
dollars compared to 7.9 billion
dollars in US deliveries. The US
reported yesterday further Chinese
and Vietnamese troops build up
along the two countries border
following the Vietnamese backed
take over of Cambodia. The Soviet
Government newspaper [svestia sug-
gested yesterday former PM Pol
.Pot and other defeated Cambodian
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leaders were hiding in the Carda-
mon mountains. Tens of thousands
of people gathered in the centre
of Peking yesterday to mourn late
PM Chou Ep-lai and there were
fresh calls for democracy and
human rights in China—CDN.
France today implicitly condemned
Vietnamese interference in Cam-
bodia but criticised the conduct
of the Pol Pot government in the
former  French-Chinese - colony.
Embassy staff of various countries
and hundreds of Chinese technicians
streamed into the eastern Thai
border town yesterday from em-
battled Cambodia. The insurgent
group now in control in Phnom
Penh urged the security council
today to refuse to take up the
complaint of agression by Vietnam
lodged by Vice-Premier Sory dip-
lomatic sources said—CDM. Viet-
namese insurgent leader forces clai-
med today in a message to. the
security council to be in control
of all Cambodia. 15,000 people
have moved out of Jungle villages
to the safety of going along the
Nagaland Assam following the kil-
ling of at least 40 people in raids
by armed Naga guerillas. Sieet
and spow snpuffed out the usual
street demonstrations against the
Shah in Teheran today while opposi-
tion leader repewed demands for
the Monarch to step down. George
Fernandes, Indian Industries Minis-
ter has proposed a national cons-
truction Army to reduce upem-
ployment and contributed to the
nations development projects—SU.
THURSDAY, JANUARY II:
The Government of the People's
Republic of China has informed
the Sri Lanka Government that it
would help set up experimental
farms, rice mills and conpstruct
hydro power stations upder the
accelerated Mahaweli Program; Mr.
N. G. P. Panditharatne, Chief
Co-ordinating Officer, Mahaveli said

that a Million will benefit from the
accelerated program; he added that
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under the Mahaweli
Program 350,000 acres of new
land would come under cultivation
in addition to the 125 to 150,000
acres of existing land. Air Lanka
Ltd., was incorporated as a Public

Company yesterday; the Company

will be Sri Lanka's Interpational
carrier. In cyclone devastated areas,
alongside  long-term  rehabilita-
tion programs, there should be a
short term plan as well to carry
out essential rehabilitation work
immediately, said the Minister of
Agricultural Development and Re-
search, Mr. E. L. Senanayake yes-
terday, At official talks held at the
Foreign Ministry yesterday, Foreign
Minister Mr. A. C. S. Hameed
told the Maldivian Foreign Minister
that Sri Lanka had decided to open
a diplomatic mission in Male and
early action would be taken to
implement this decision—CDN. The
Youth Movement in the North
and East has agreed to work with
the TULF leadership- in seeking a
solution to the problems confront-
ing the Tamil-speaking people,
Mr. A. Amirthalingam, leader of
the TULF said yesterday. Mr. S.
Thondaman, Minister of Rural In-
dustrial Development has evolved
a scheme to increase the supply
of beef, according to a Ministry
official. For the first time a pri-
vilege enjoyed by the President
and the Prime Minister has been
extended to the Leader of the
Oppostition; he has been given an
official residence in Colombe in
“Sravasti”’ premises—CDM.  Gov-
ernment was yesterday examining
the introduction of an “Offences
Committee Under the Influence
of Liquor (Special Provisions) Bill”
which deals with taking drastic
penal measures against those caus-
ing annoyance in public places
whilst under the influence of
liquor; this came as President
J. R. layewardene directed his
Cabinet Ministers to provide a
detailed report in respect of drun-

Accelerated '

kenness i ‘their respective Minis-
tries and recommend ways and
means to curb it. The United
Kingdom has announced that the
entire Rs. 3.5 billion (£ |15 million)
financial assistance towards the 180
Mega Watt Victoria Power Pro-
ject under the accelerated Maha-
weli Ganga Diversion Scheme will
be made to Sri Lanka as an outright
grant, Mr. T. Sivagnanam Secre-
tary, Ministry of Lands, Land
Development and Mahaweli Deve-
lopment said -yesterday. The num-
ber of unemployed persons in Sri
Lanka is increasing at the rate of
150,000 annually, Mr. T. Sivagnanam
Secretary to the Ministry of Lands,
Land Development and Mahaweli
Degelopment said. Chronic weak-
ness of the political leadership,
ack of commitment in implement-
Ing government policy, inefficient
management among top adminis-
trators, and the appointment by
Ministers of their relatives and
loyalists who lack education, ex-
perience, skill and training as top
administrators have been listed as
some of the leading reasons for an
inefficent bureaucracy; this has been
revealed in the report of the Parlia-
mentary Committee appointed by
President J. R. Jayewardene (then
Prime Minister), to look into obs-
tacles created by the bureaucracy
in the formulation and imple-
mentation of Governmgnt policy,
Around eight twin-cottages will be
built in each of the 300 state-run
estates this year to replace the
line rooms, Mr. P, P. Gunawardene,
General Manager, State Plantations
Corporation said yesterday; this
was part of a programme, which
envisages the construction of 20,000
cottages during the next ten years—
SU. The leader of the Opposition
and the TULF, Mr. A, Anmiirtha-
lingam stated yesterday that the
State of the Tamils was worsening
daily that they were being dis-
criminated against in the fields of
education, employment and district
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development—VK. In 2 bid to’'com-
bat acts of terrorism taking place
in the Morthern Province the
laffna Police have decided on a pre-
phased scheme and submitted it to
the police High Command—DP.
The Department of Natiopal Hous-
ing has completed the construction
of 35 houses; this was done en the
basis of a scheme to construct
five houses for each district—EN.
The Ministry of Labour has come
to know that a large number of
Rubber Estate owners have upder-
paid their workers by about Rs, 4
a day for over a period of one year;
this amounts to over 'Rs. 30 mil-
lion. The Minister of 5tate said
that over Rs. 4000 million worth
of Alcohol is being copsumed a
year in the country—DM, The
CWE has reduced the restribution
of Lakspray to co-operatives by 30
per cent. The Secretary to the
Ministry of Mahaweli development
said that 350,000 acres of new
land will be cultivated under the_
5 water reseryoirs upder the
Mahaweli development scheme—DV.
Half a million acres of government
land were being illegally acquired,
most of them in the Northern
and Eastern region—LD. A Train.
drivers’ strike brought misery for
millions of London commuters to-
day and the whole country faced
the prospect of a crippling trans-
port stoppage. The US said yester-
day it would take nme further steps
towards normalising relations bet-
ween Washington and Hanoi fol-
lowing Vietnam's invasion of Cam-
bodia. The Soviet Upion and its:
three Warsaw Pact allies, East
Germany, Hungary and Bulgaria
yesterday announced recognition of
the People's Revolutionary Council
formed in Cambodia after the fall
of Phnom Penh to pro-Vietnamese
forces, China today declared that
the Peace and security of South-
East Asia out of Asian countries
would be in grave danger once
Moscow and Hanoi have had their
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wiy n aggressive war againet
Cambodia. The lJanata Party yes-
terday suffered a major setback
in its bid to make a break-through
in Andhra when its candidates in
two prestigious by elzctions to the
Lok Sabha from Secupderbad and
Siddipet constituencies were de-
feated by overwhelming majorities
by the Congress Party led by for-
mer PM Indira Gandhi. Political
weather vane indicated a possible
military take over in Iran as the
new civilian government wallowed
in difficulties after only 14 days in
office. Britain could be in the grip
of an official strike by all its 175,000
road transport drivers by the end
of the week, Trade Union chiefs
said last night—CDN. The Shah of
Iran has handed over personal
assets worth about 50 million dol-
lars to the Pahlavi foundation,
which uses his immense wealth
for charity its chief excecutive
1gaid today. Communist Romania
broke ranks with the Soviet 'block
today to denounce the Soviet-
support Cambodian take over as a
measure to world peace—SU,
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OBITUARIES
Jan. 11 Jan. 17

Percy Dias Goopewardene, 167,
Dombawela, Udugampola, Gampaha;
D. E. Edirisinghe, Madola; Mrs.
D. B. Gupawardene, “Gunasevana’,
Kahatuduwa, Polgasowita; Mrs. Ran-
gani Gunawardena, 23 Resmead
Place, Colombo 7; Mrs. Mainena
Gunasekera, “Gunasekera  Villa”,
Munagama, Horana; Mrs. Zillah
Morel, Flat [/14, Chatsworth Road,
East Prahran, Victoria, 3181, Aus-
tralia; Rev. Fr. Robert Ponniah,
Kovilpatti, South India; Mrs. Eugene
Rajapatirana, 30, Sea View Avenue,
Colombo 3; Jerome Seneviratne,
24, 'Kandawatta Road,
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Dehiwela;

Geotge Udugamsa, 57/4, Maha
vihars  Road, Laxapatiya, Mora-
tuwa; Mrs. Nellie Cruze, Aus-
tralia; George Karuparatne, Pat-
tuwa  Wellaruwa, Hiniduma: W.
K. E. Wiiesskera, ‘Vijitha', Bem-
mulla; Edmund Weerasinghe;
202/5, Main Street, Kalutara; South;
Anura de Silva, 107, De Zoysa
Road, Moratumulla, Moratuwa;
Peter de Zoysa, “Renuka’, Egida-
duwa, Kozgeda; Mrs. Maglin
Jayawardana, 78/I, Old  Rood
Nawala; Mrs. Kamala Liyanage,
Rakwana; Mrs. Reiban lzedeen,
K. B. N. Karunaratne, Town Hall,
é4, De Waas Lane, Grandposs,
Nawalapitiya;  Lakshman Perera,
Flat  No. 4A, Housing Scheme,
Forbes Lane, Colombo [0; Mrs.
Sellammah  Saravanamuthu, Atchu-
vely; G. M., R. Aponso, /1/8,
Union Place, Dehiwela; Mrs. Matilda
Abaysinghe, 22, Union  Place,
Dehiwela; Mrs. Sithy Zubaida
Didi, 59, E. S. Fernando Mawatha,
Wellawatte, G. A. Geewanda,
1714, Vijaya Road, Mount Lavinia;
Tiddy Jayawardena, Pahala Wala
Yatagama, Rambukkana; Gavanis
layasinghe, “Singhapaya”, Mapa-
lane, | Kamburupitiya; Anthony
Mirando, “*Rosary”, 140, Mela-
watta, Pallansena Road, Kochchi-
kade; Mrs. R, Belin de Zoysa,
Raja Telwatta, Ambalangoda; Mrs.
Zulaiha Hallaldeen, [43//, Maha-
buthgamuwa, Kottikawatta; Mrs.
Eslin  Karunasekara, &1l, Galle
Road, Wadduwa; N. A. M. Man-
soor, 32, School Lane, Demata-
goda Road, Colombo 9; G. K.
Podisinghe, [2/2, Sri Dharmapala
Road, Galkissa; Mrs. Sarojini
Peiris, Anandagiri, Katuneriya;
Mrs. Celestina Amarasekera,
Gunasekera Mawatha, Mutugamage
Road, Ragama; Den Serandasa
Elayaperuma, 3%, Col. T. G. Jaya-
wardene  Mawatha, Colombo  3;
D. P. A. Jayasekera, 52, Bandara-
nayake Mawatha,  Kandy; Willette
Kurunera, 297/l, Circular Road,
Kandy; Mrs. Mercy Thangaratpam,

Obituaries

Maalle,  Galle: Miss
Wambeck, Block B3,
Bloemendhal Flats, Kotohena;
Mrs. Pakiam Edwards, Vaoddu-
koddai; Mrs. Hevage, Horatuduwa,
Moratuwa; Solomen  Kotalawela,
Ratnogici, Dodangoda; Mrs. Lewisa
Perera, 30, Albion Read, Demata~
goda; C. S. N. Singham, No. I,
Mount Avenue, Mzi. Lavinia: D. M.
Edwin Silva, “‘Sonagiri'’, Kegalla
Road, Dodanduwa; Edmund
Wijeratne, 95/4, Rodrigo  Place,
Mattakkuliya; Raymond Fernando,
“Maryvilla”, 610, Kurana, Negombo
Alston Carl Jayetilleke,  “Jay-
nivasa'’, Malala Road, Ratnapura;
Martin  Cooray, Udakannampella,
Porale; Babynona Dabare, [0,
Tissa  Mawatha,  Melder  Place,
Nugegoda;  William de  Silva,
“Saliwasa’', Bawila, Parakaduwa;
Vivil de Kretser, 5//7, Hope
Street,  Gleniris  Victoria 3146
Australia; Vivien Ferdinapdus,
309/3, Nedimala Dehiwela; Mrs.
Soma Halpe, ‘Piduma Walauwa’,
Kuliyapitiya; Mrs. Margaret Ku-
marasamy, 36/, [Java Mawatha,
Hunupitiya; Wattala, D. B. Jlohns,
Kumbaloluwa, Veyangoda; W.
Lewis Perera, 9, Ist Lane, Rawata-
watta, Moratuwa; Graham  Eka-
nayake, 40/l, Anands  Balika
Mawatha, Pitakotte; K. Wilfred
Fernando, “Henrietta House,”
Lake Road, Chilaw; A. G. Pragas'ﬁm.
626, Aluthmawatha, Road Mutwal;
Mr. Mallika Sirimal, Cjo. Barney
Raymonds, Colombo. Daya Bastian,
18,  Anderson  Road, Havelock
Town, Colombo 5: Mrs. Agampodi
Aslin  de Silva, “Sanasuma’’,
Egodamulla,  Ahungalla; D. E.
Munasinghe, 73, Cotta Road,
Borella; Mrs. Joyce Rodrigo,
46, Alwis  Town, Hendala; Mrs.
Jane  Tillekeratne, “The Bungalow,
Kehelwatagoda, ~ Yakkala;  Shirley
Vanden Driesen, 31/I, ' Station
Road, Dehiwela.

Veronica
Flat 11,
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What Next In fran?

THE WORLD TODAY

compiled by
The Recorder

Iran

THE INTERNATIONAL RE-
ACTIONS 'to development in lran
have been on a low key no doubt
because there has been no overt
or coyert interference from outside
whilst the upheaval went on inside
—and the upheaval itself was ad-
mittedly a purely indigenous revolt
agdinst the Shah, his SAVAK and
the American fand Westérn) pre-
sence that had made' Iran’s. mas-
ses, especially the peasagts, among
the poorest' in the world in spite
of the oil riches.

The Shzh has now left the coun-
try admittedly on American ad-
vice, but whether the ‘civilian”
government and the Regency Coun-
cil he left behind would be able
to saye the moparchy and restore
normalcy is yet to be seen. Fears
have been expressed that the Shah
had endeavoured in his last days
to push seme elements in the
Army to stage a military, coup,
establish a dictatorship and retzin
the Pahalavi dypasty.

A Tass report from New York,
dated Jan 10, stated: ‘‘According
ito reports of Western agencies,
rumours continue circulating in
Teheran about a military coup of a
right-wing character being pre-
pared there. The possibility of
such a coup was = mentioned in

particular by leader of the National |

Fropnt, Karim Sapjabl. If a coup
takes place, he said, this will be a
tragedy for the Iranian people.
The 'American press reports that
General Ovelissi, who resigned the
other day from the post of Com-
mander of Greund Forces and head
of Teheran's military administra-
tion, is now holding consultation

15 7

in Washington on plans for the
capture of power by tne military.
According to one of scenarios of a
coup, says the report of the UPI
agency, the military are to start
acting immediately after the Shah
leaves the country. After coming
into power, the military junta
could then invite the Shah to re-
turn to Iran.’” It is not clear when
this scheme will be put into opera-
tion, if at all.

In the meantime, the Bakthiar
Government is doing its best to
win popular approbrium and sup-
port by measures that are part of
the demands of the Opposition
National Front. - But Bakthiar has
no easy task before him. Some
army units had started going off
on a rampage the day after the
Shah left—and this made some
suspect that it might be-a prelude
to an attempted military coup.
The Opposition National Front has
no use for Bakthiar who has been
branded as an American stoocge and
a pro-western politician. Ayotollah
Khomeiny has denounced the Bak-
thiar Government as illegal.

The USA is doing its best to
sayve its investments and interests
in Iran, ™. Ravi, in a dsspatch to
the Madras andr:l from Washington
dated Jam. 9, stated: “..ln lran,
the US is trying to shore up the
new civilian Goverament of Mr.
Bakthiar by a two-pronged strategy.
The first and more difficult task
would be to legitimise the Gov-
ernment in the eyes of the Shah’s
opponents through Jiberalisation
measures. The second effort is to
eliminate the threat of a military
coup by the hardline supporters of
the Shah in the army. The lranian
Ambassador in Washington, Mr.
Zahedl, one of the monarch's
staupchest supporters, is in Teheran
but he is being -discouraged from
trying to rally the hardliners: The
Deputy Commander of the US
sForces in Europe, Gen. Huyser,
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has been sent to Iran to prompt
the army officers to support the
pew government. Meanwhile the
US Energy Secretary Mr. Schles-
inger, has come out with a warping
that Americans may face petrol
rationing and price increases if
Iran’s oil exports remain inter-
rupted for another three months.
Before the current turmoil, lran
was producing six million barrels
a day but the output is now down
to 250,000 barrels. The Opposition
Front is 'trying to persuade the
workers to raise it to the 600,000
barrels needed for domestic con- -
sumption, but remains totally op=
bcsed to exports as long as the
Shah remains. .. oovs s

THERE IS NO DOUBT that the US
Goverpment is doing everything it
can to salvage what it can from the
mess in lran. A compositie report
in the Hindu, lanuary 11, —from

- Reuter, PTI, AFP and DPA—gave a

clear picture of the situation. It
was datelined Washington, Jan. 10:
“The US Goyvernment is believed
to haye advised the Shah of lran
that his country's dire political
and economic situation couid be
improved if he left the country for
a holiday. US officials said yesterday
the American Ambassador in Tehe-
ran, Mr., William Sullivan, had been
given new instructions five days
ago., But the officials would not
say whether the advice had been
passed on to the Shah. One official
implied that an understanding had
been reached and said they expected
the Shah to apnounce  holiday
plans onge the new civilian gov-
ernment of Mr. Shapour Bakthiar
had been officially installed. It
has meanwhile been reported that
a four-star American Genperal spent
about a week in Teheran to coun'ﬁel
the powerful Iranian military lea-
ders not to stage a coup but :1,';0
support the new Government. The
name of the senior American
military officer, sent by President
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Carter to Tehf_zran. was given as
Gen. Robert E. Huyger, Deputy
Commander in  Chief, American
forces in Europe, According to
reports here, the possibility of a
coup in lran still remains and is
being widely mentioned in Tehe-
ran. The Iranian Army is said to
be displeased with some of the
initial  pronouncements of Mr.
Bakthiar,

“Mr. Bakthiar toofeels that the
Shah would leave the country
‘in the coming days® although he
would not abdicate. In an interview
with French radio, Mr. Bakthiar
added that a Regency Councij
would be set up. prior to the Shah’s
departure. ‘The departure of the
King is already virtually accom-
plished" he said and stressed that
the important thing was to pre-
serve lran’s ‘independence, integrity
and unity”’. Mr. Bakthiar also spoke
of a vast plot by communist agents
to destabilise the country and
vowed to fight them  to the end,
Mr. Bakthair said he respected
Paris-based  Ayatollah  Ruhollah
Khomeini, the exiled leader of the
Shiite . Muslim opposition to the
Shah; adding that the latter's pre-
sence in a ‘democratit government’
would be desirable.’ Byt Aya-
tollah Khomeini said in Paris he
would be neither President of Iran
if the Shah departs nor hold any
governmental position. ‘I shall
content myself as in the past, with

being the nation’s guide’, he said. -

The Ayatollah described Bakthiar’s
Government as illegal because ‘it
~ Was appointed by the Shah’s regime’
and because ‘the two Assemblics
have no popular base’. Meanwhile
Mr. Karim Sapjabi, leader of the
National Front, has reaffirmed Hhis
opposition to the Bakthiar Goy-
ernment and has called for free
elections. Addressing a press con-
ference, Mr. Sanjabi reportedly st-
ressed that the only solution to
the lrapian crisis was a Goverps
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ment formed with the consent of
religious leaders. The opposition
leader reportedly said the people
did not want Iran's future to be
decided abroad whether in Wash-
ington, London or Moscow. Radio
Teheran announced today that the
Shah had -donated several hundred
million dollars worth of shares
from the royal family’s assets
to the Pahlavi Foundation;, a social
welfare organisation. Work is
resuming in three of Iran’s four
previously strikebound refineries.
a National lranian Oil Company
spokesman reported. The lranian
Muslim leaders have appealed to
the people to leave “‘useful” fore-
igners upmolested. The appeal,
published by the daily “Teheran
Journal” yesterday, said these fore-
ignets included journalists, tech-
nicians; medical men, office staff
and workers. [Meanwhile the exo-
dus of foreign. residents continues.
All foreign oil indfstry employees
in the city of Ahwaz have left the
country. It added that all foreign
staff in other oil production areas
of Khusestan province had been
dismissed and would leave lran.
The agency did not give any figures,
The dismissal of all foreigners is
one of the demands of the striking
oil industry workers."

IT IS NOT THE USA ALONE that
is worried about Iran and vast
changes taking placein that region.
Batulk Gathani in a despatch to the
Hindu from Lendon on Jan. 10 made
some interesting obseryations
about the Emergence of Muslim
Power—A Threat To The West: “The
fact of the Shah and its possible
consequences in Iran, coupled with
the fortupes of Mr. Bulent Ecevit,
the, embattled Turkish Prime Mi-
nister, raise many question marks

about the game of power politics
in West Asia. With the serious

civil disorders in Turkish towns,
the West fears that if the country's
economy is not put back on itg
feet, Turkey may follow Iran into
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turmoil and uncertainty, The
question now is, how much money
nesds to be pumped into Turkey,
and how, to nurse the econormy
back to health. Iran and Turkish
are fast heading towards economic
bankruptey amidst political chaos.
The southern flank of the Western
alliznce  remains grossly exposed.
Strange ag it may seem, a npew
spectre  of right-wing and deeply
conservative Muslim power is now
haunting the West Asian  sub-
continent. In Lebanon, during the
last two years, it hag wrecked
a flourishing economy and a civi-
lised and tolerant society.  For
many years, Beirut was referred to
as the Paris of West Asia. Today,
it is a ghost city trying to find its
economic and cultural mooring-
under the shadow of Syrian armour.
In  Pakistan, Muslim power has
produced a fanatical theocracy, which
bases its Jaw literally on the teach-
ings of the Koran. In Turkey it
threatens to tear apart long estab-
lished and cherished democratic
Institutions. And in Iran, they say,
it hzs the King of Kings by the
throat. The Shah tried to moder-
nise Iran, but in a country having a
high birth rate apd deeply copser-
vative religious factions, the effort
has proved disastrous. Irap is a big
country, almost the size of Wes-
tern Europe. It s essentially a
vast collection of religious mipori-

~ ties many of which hate and fear
one another. The sense of nation=

hooa is sustained by its magni-
ficent history which was created
around the monarchical principle-
The King was supreme and that
edifice iz fast crumbling. Iran has
a2 better record of stability and
social progress than most of its
neighbours—Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakis-
tan and even Turkey.

“For the Western world this is
a nightmarish situation. The Wes-
tern fortunes are very much  tied
up with free flow of West Asia

la
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oil. The West has not yet recovered
from the mid-1973 oil crisis which
technically ended the post-war
boom and left the free enterprise
industrial economies with two crore
skilled men unemployed. The

H5 Western monetary system has pas-

sed through the most turbulent
fiscal crisis, and observers here
suggest that if the decline of the
dollar is pot arrested in the next
few months the system may even
collapse. The latest reduction in
Iranian oil supplies has already
produced another big increase in
crude oil prices and a consequent
plunge of the US dollar. What is
really worrying the West is that
the fall of the Shah would be fol-
lowed by the collapse of the Arab
monarchies in the Persian Gulf,
The Royal families are now busy
buying juicy chunks of real estate
in, the Western capitals. In the
centre of London alone, rich Arabs

fe.and Persians own property worth

some Rs. 200 crores, according to
latest estimates. The general con-
sensus is that the longer the Shah
and the army hang on to power
in the hope of a compromise with
the opposition, the tougher the
opposition gets. America and
Britain appear optimistic about Dr.
Bakthiar's Government and about
the chances that the Shah will take
his leave once the Government
settles down.

“In Turkey the scenario is more
complicated. In the towns of eas-
tern Turkey thereisa large popula-
tion of Alevis or Shiite Muslims

- and they are regarded as heretics

by the Sunni sect, which claims an
80 per cent following among Tur-

" key’s population of some 40 mil-

lions. Sunnis are traditionally right-
wing while the left-wing attracts
the Kurbish speaking minority Ale-
vis or Shiite Muslims, = Since the
early seventies the extreme right
has kept up, a sustained campaign
against the extreme left and the

17

urban intelligentsia, It strove to
establish its supremacy in uni-
versities, student hostels and even
cafes frequentedy by students. Today
sectarian prejudices between Shi-
ites and Sunnis are being exploited
by both left and right-wing fana
tics, and over 700 people have
been killed in a spate of religious
riots. Mr. Bulent Ecevit has little
choice, but to let the Turkish mili-
tary decide the future course of
events. This is why for the West
this is a crucial period., Turkey's
strategic position has long made
it important for NATO planners,
Conditions being what they are in
Iran, stability in Turkey is all the
more desirable.”” This analysis, how-
ever sketchy, draws attention
to the fast chapging developments
in YWest Asia.

BATUK GATHANI in a further
despatch on Jan. 12 has more in-
teresting revelations about the im-
plications of the changes in Iran:
“Since the three hardline generals
who were against concessions to
the Opposition in Iran have resigned
and the Chief of Staff of the Armed
Forces, who was Prime Minister
until recently, has been replaced
for medical reasons, the struggle
in the country is moving in favour
of those who would rather opt for
a compromise. The rightwing ele-
ments, at one time suggesting
another military coup to ‘save
the Shah’, are fading into dark
shadows of complicated Iranian
politics. General Oveisi, the Mar-
tial Law Administrator of Teheran,
flew into London last week but
has chosen to remain silent and is
unwilling to talk to the press.
All this suggests that the new
Prime Minister Mr. Shapour Bak-
thiar, appears to have partially
won the first-leg of a power strug-
gle with the Army’s hardline wing.
More rightwing officers are expect-
ted to quit the armed: forces in the
next - few days. Meanwhile, the
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exiled Ayatollah Khomeini, who
lives ‘'modestly in a Paris suburb,
has suggested that the Shah ‘must
be tried" for the crimes of which
his opponents accuse him. He told
cor'respcndents the other day that
the departure of the Shah would
not suffice, His current ‘Shah must
go’ demand means much more
than exile for the ‘illegal’ monarch
and his family, But aides say that
he has always made it clear that
most lranians consider the Shah
and his family guilty of many crimes
including corruption. They should
be tried under the Islamic law,
and the minimum sentence for these
crimes, if proved, is life imprison-
ment for the Shah and his family.

“On 'the other hand, the Aya-
tollah, after weeks of denouncing
America and Britain for supporting
the Shah, has pow moderated his
hostility by suggesting that he
was prepared to deal with the
Americans ‘on friendly basis’ pro-
vided they 'stop interfering in our
affairs’ and respect our nation.
The Ayatollah and his aides are
currently working on a 250 page
programme for the ‘lslamic Re-
public’  which will succeed the
‘illegal’  Pahlavi empire. At this
stage it is difficult to astess the
political thinking of the Shiite
Muslim leader—is he inclined to~
wards a revolutionary and leftwing
kind of Islamic Republic on the
model of Col. Gaddafy’s Libya or
is he suggesting a rightist new
Iran a sort of cross between Zia's
Pakistan and Egypt's Muslim Bro-
therhood. Mr. Bakthiar’'s govern-
ment, for example, has hinted that
oil supplies to Israel would be cut
immediately but South Africa would
not be. The Iranian economy which

depends heavily on oil, is almost
at a standstill with hardly any

petrol for cars or oil for heating.
The natiopal airline is grounded
and the trains are not running.
Banks and Government offices hard
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1y function. Most shops are closed
and the supply of food in Teheran,
particularly, is diminishing. Most
eXpatriates are leaving the country
and without thzir badly-needed
expertise, the lragian ports are
copgested with unmoved goods
and ships lining . up to upload. In
the Western - capitals, the
Iranians are busy making ‘perma-
nent’ arrangements to pulll\out
family members from the country:
Estimates of the amount of money

rich

the Shah his immediste family
members and wealthy pro-Stah
Iranians have moved to Americe

apnd Europe in the past two years
run to as high as Rs. 3,000 crores
to 4,000 equivalent. The
Shah, contrels directly only a part
of this money. But thrdugh a family
trust, the Pahblavi Foundartion, and
various lraiian banks in which the
Shah has a substaptial interest,
he hes an indirect interest in.pum-
erous spectacular investments. The

crores

rich lIrinions have been putti g
thelr money chiefly in New York:
Zurich, Parls, Lendon, Frankiurt

New Orleans, Los Ajgeles and
San Francisco, The Shah's imme-
diate family has selected Los Apgeles,
where his sister has  bought a
pelatial resi‘ence in the ‘world's
most expensive suburb” for sonie
Rs. 1.5 crores equivalept. It is also
rumourad that the Shah has ac-
quired 40 to 150 acres of up-
developed land in the same suburb.
Mr. Balkthiar thinks that the Ava-
tollah 2apd the other clergy do
not have the intel estual akbility to
rin a government and should stick
to religion. He talks of a regency
council. "'f the Sizh goss' and
gradual lifting of martdl law in
a step by step retury to stability,
But the heart of the matter is that
no one inciuding the Shah, the
Ayatollah or M. Bakthiar knows
which way lran is headigg.”

As we go to press, the pnews is

to. hand that Ayatollah Khomeini
has rebuked President Carter for
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. advising him to bring calm to iran

* and support the Bakthiar Govern-

ment. Khomeini in an indignant
statement has asked President Carter
and the Americans to stop their
interference in the internal affairs
of Iran. And to make his meaning
‘clear he called for a nationwide
demonstrations ageinst the Bak-
thiar government.

What next in Iran? It's anybody's
guess.

SNz o e S

CH!NA RE-VISITED—5

Is War Inevitable?

Nikil Chakravartty
Editor, Majnstream

IN TALKS WITH THE CHINESE
FRIZNDS, | mnoticed a common
refrain; inevitable; if the
people assert, they can postpone
it but not prevent it. This struck
me as something that was refuted
by Stalin, whom the Chinese re-
vere; according to Stalin, war can
be prevented if the people of the
world act.

War

At many, places, | saw Mao's
call inscribed boldly: “Dig tunnels
deep, store grain and never seek
hegemony." | saw one of the up-
derground shelters built under a

Peking street. Its depth is less than .

10 metres—hardly sufficient to stand
the shock of a big blast, not to
speak of a nuclear attack. As it is,
these shelters can be gainfully
used for peacetime purposes, as
good airconditioned stores.

The propaganda about the war
danger has an unmistakably anti-
Moscow  edge. Whenecver |
have asked Chinese journalist fri-
ends why they regard the Soviet
Union as a greater menace than
USA, their explanation in brief is
that US is already an exhausted
power and fully exposed, while
USSR being a newcomer in the
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field is in better health and also it
moves under the decpetive sign-

board of helping natignal liberation-

50, the immediate Chinese pro-
paganada target is the social im-
perialism of Moscow. In the bar-
gain, the role of China as the in-
trepid crusader for national liber-
ation that Chou En-lai had tried to
project during his African safari
of 1963-65 was never recalled by
any Chinese friend during all the

talks | had wicth them. Instead-
Mac's Three-World  thesis  ir
reiterated. About this, the Albae

nians in Peking have made a bitter
parody—'"‘one world for USA, one
for USSR, and the third for me,
Chipa.”’

The augmentation of defence
deals is wery much opn Peking's
agenda at the moment. The pur-
chase of British Harrier aircraft
is being talked about. China, I,
heard, is also negotiating with
the French for military helicopters
and a special apti-tank missile
which is actually the product of
Franco-German collaboration. Whie
the US has not yet formally lifted
its embargo on arms shipment
to China, Washington is believed
to have told its NATO allies that
it would have no objection to
their selling arms to Peking.

Brzezinski, during his Peking

visit in May, | learnt, handed over
satellite’ maps of not only the

entire terrain of China but of the

frontier areas as well, from the
north to the south. This could
very well include not oply the maps
of the Soviet froptier defence but
of the defence of other neighbours

of China, which, in the south,
should include both Iadia and
Vietnam.

PRESIDENT CARTER sen this
Science and Technology Adviser,
Frank Press, to Peking in July at
the head of a high-powered dele-
gation which included, among othef
persons connected with the US
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National Security Council and space
technology. The US administra-
tion has supplied sophisticated geo-
logical equipment—together with
a specialist—to explore China's wes-
tern sector, particularly the stra-
tegically sensitive Sinkiang region.
In the Chinese view, the opening
up of Sinkiang adds importance
to the Karakoram Highway with
the followup promise of assis-
tance for the expansion of the
Karachi harbour China is now very
much engrossed in tapping the
vast oil reserve in the Yellow Sea
down through East China Sea to
South China Sea. According to
Selig Harrison's estimate in a
Carnegie Endowment study, China’s
oil production will reach 400 mil-
lion tons by 1990, that is, the cur-
rent level of Saudi Arabia's pro-
duction.

| found Chinese tourist maps
showing the country’s internationel
boundaries stretching right along
the "coast of Vietnam, skirting
Malaysia, (Sarawak, Brunei and
Sabah), then up along the Philip-
pine coast, passing by Okinawa
right north to the North Korean
coasts. When | asked the Chinese
friends the basiz of this claim,
they said that the continental shelf
belonged to China because it
was formed by the sedimentary
deposits washed down the Yangtze
and the other Chinese rivers into
the sea. Along with this extraordi-
nary claim one is told that the
islands and coral reefs in the
region belong to Ching by virtue
of Hhaving been claimed from-
imperial times.

The first open breach with Viet-
nam came over the Chinese take-
over of the Paracel Islands. Malay-
sia, the Philippines and the
Koreas are not likely te abandon
their claims on this soil basin—
which may land China into disputes
with these neighbours as well.

. One of the reasons why both
Peking and Tokyo hurried with

the signing of the Sino-Japanese
Treaty is the lure of oil. The lapa-
nese are keen on getting at this
oil reserve, as this will reduce the
freight charges on their much-
needed oil imports. The Chinese,
on their part, interested " in
getting Japanese technology and
working jeint exploration of this
huge reserve. Meanwhile, US
firms are negotiatinz with Peking

are

for some off-shore drilling in- Po
Hzi zope in the north.

With all the assurances by
the .Chinese friends that war
cannot be prevented, | have
come back from China with the
feeling that there would ulti-
mately be no war with the
Soviet Union. For one thing,
the Sino-Soviet border clashes
have not taken place since
1969, that is, for nine long years
despite all the vitriolics poured
over the relations between thes
twe countries, Secondly, des-

pite all the official propaganda’

about the Soviet sucial-impe-
rialist monster, | noticed no
Russophobia in 'this far-flung
country.

Rather, at Canton, | saw next to
the moving memorial to the martyrs
of the Canton uprising of [927,
a pavilion dedicated to “‘the friend=
ship between Chinese and Russian
people’’. On a stone book is ins-
cribed the tribute to “‘the selfless
support’”’ of the Soviet Union to
the uprising in which the entire
staff of the Soviet Copsulate in
Canton was killed by the Kuoming-
tan forces when they butchered
the Canton working people’s up-
rising. This - payvilion was opened
in 1964 when the rift with Moscow
was complete,

THE LARGE INVESTMENTS
that many of the Western coun-
tries have been maling in China's
crash programme of ipndustrialisa-

Investors do not expect it to be &
war-torn couptry tomorrow. Sour-
ces close to the Japanese, whose
deals in China total 20  billion
dollars, made it clear to me that
they do not envisage that war is
round the corner. Had they thought
50, they wotld not have rizked invest-
ing such a huge amount in China.

Very much, of course, will de-
pend on China’s outlook and ap-
proach after the completion of its
modernisation programme. The
Chinese friends frankly say they
need twenty years for this moder-
nisation drive, and for these twenty
years China is interested in peace.
Modernisation. does pot neces-
sarily mean liberalisation. Bis-
markian Germany tried to catch
up with its riyals in industrial re-
volution, and Meiji Japan super-
imposed modernisation on a feudal
base to emerge as a top military
power, Will China with its socialist
base, turn intoa modern military
power or harness its modernisa-
tion in the fight for peace? Only
Future can tell,

At the moment, China s hardly
at peace with some of her neigh-
bours. The conflict with Vietnam
and the potential conflict over oil
are not omens for peaceful co-
existence. The understand;il'tg with
Japan or dalliance with USA are
not for charting out a course for
world peace; but to meet the cop-
tingency of a world war, as friends
in Peking frankly said.

It would have, of course, been
uncharitable to quote before them
Lu Hsun—one of their revolu-
tionary writers whose books are
openly sold all over China—who had
said that the Chinese had only two
ways of looking at foreigners:
“Up to them as superior beings
or down on them as wild animals.
They haye never been able to
treat them as friends, to consider
them as people like themselves.*

tion, is a good indicator that thes eAs [ left Peking for Canton, | only
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hoped. that these words, sixty years
old, would not turn out to be true iu
the fateful years ahead when China
would be striving to emerge a5 a
mighty world power. The 900 million
people freed from poverty, imbued
with amity towards all end rancour
towards none, can, if they want,
become more formidable than the
biggest of arsenals in the world.

IN THIS cLouDY PROSPECT,
where do India-China relations fit
in? Most of my Chinese friends,
both old and new, stressed that
instead of touching on the border
disputes, there could be improve-
" ment of mutual relationship . in
other fields. At the same time,
they seem to be anxious at assessing
the direction of India’s foreign policy.
In discussions marked sometimes
Wwith brutal candour; they did not
conceal not only their distaste of
India’s  continuing friendship with
Moscow but equally bitterly, on
out growing bonds with Hanoi-
as well.

How there could be . lasting fri-
endship with China—undoubtedly
a very desirable objective—without
tackling the border question, baffled
me, and there was no need to con-
ceal this in Peking, And what
quid pro quo will Peking gxpect
for any adjustment on the border?
Can we afford to change the tested '
course of our foreign policy? Can
we afford to lose Vietnam with its
pivotal role in the emerging con-
tours of South-east Asia, to placate
Peking?

Indian  statesmanship  will be

put to test when it deals with

China in a serious manner. It cap
hardly be clothed by mere talk of
bilateralism; because each country
acts within the parameters of its
own objectives. To seek a com-
mon ground in the foreign policy
objectives of New Delhi and Peking
will demand more than effusion of
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generous platitudes; it will require
a careful unuerstanding of China
today, of China which is in a state
of transition, of China with all its
tensions and constrictions. = Our
expectations from our rapport with
China have to be based on this
understanding of Peking today.

These are the thoughts that
kept me engrossed as | crossed
the frontier at Lowu and almost
missed the first signboard on the
British territory  of Hopgkong
colony, sternly warning: “Beware
of Pick-pockets’'—a !imely reminder
that | have crossed back from the
world of socialism, into the world
of inequities, that to our shame,
is still our very own.

Concluded

—ry
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SRI LANKA X

New Government,
New Constitution

- {
By courtesy of the Review Of |
The International Commission
Of Jurists, Geneva, December |
1978, we publish this article|
which our readers will find most |
interesting. |
|
THE REVIEW, Nos. 14 and (7,
carried earlier articles concerning
the human rights situation in Sri
Lanka. ‘In the July 1977 election,
the United National Party, led by
Mr. Jayawardene, achieved an over-
whelming majority, with more than
five-sixths of the seats in the Natio-
nal Assembly, replacing the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party government
of Mrs. Bandaranaike.

The new government, in fulfil-
ment of its electoral promises,
adopted a new Constitution last
yesr. Among other changes it pro-
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vides for Members of Parliament
to be elected by proportional re
presentation, rather than by dis.
tricts, Also, the President is to be
popularly elected, rather than
appointed by the Prime Minister,
He, rather than the Prims Minister,
becomes head of the government,

New Constitution and Human
Rights. The new Constitution pro-
claims and extends protection to
a2 number of internationally re-
cognised civil and political rights.
Articles 10, Il and 12 provide for
freedom of thought, freedom from
torture, equality before the law
and non-discriminatory treatment
generally.  Article 13 guarantees
the right to be informed of the
grounds for arrest at an appearance
before a magistrate, establishes the
presumption of innocence and pro-
hibits the retroactive application
of ecriminal law. Article 14 guaran-
tees freedom of expression and
speech, peaceful assembly, asso-
ciation, the right to organise trade
unions and the right to religious
association. The right to residence
and movement are preserved, as
well as the right to return.

Article 14 also protects the right
to cultural heritage and the use of
one's mother tongue. Article |9
provides that both Sinhala and
Tamil are national languages. The
elevation of this to the Constitu-
tional plane is an important ad-
vance for the nation’s significant
Tamil minority.

Importantly, Article 17 provides
for relief in the Supreme Court
with respect to the “infringement
or imminent infringement, by exe-
cutive or administrative action, of
a fundamental right to which such
person is entitled under the pro-
visions of this Chapter.” In addi-
tion, Article 156 proyides that the
Parliament shall establish a Parlia-
mentary Commissioner for ad-
ministration (Ombudsman). This
person shall hold office during
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good behaviour and will have the
duty and alithority to investigate
and report upon complaints or
allegations of the infringement of
fundamental rights and other in-
justices by public officials. Thus,
the citizen has two avenues for
redressing such violations; both
are positive additions to Sri Lapka
Constitutional Iaw. ' -

Regrettably, Articles I5 and 16
permit, in the interest of “national
security’, derogations from the
presumption of innocence and the
prohibition ageinst retroactive app-
lication of criminal law. It Is difficult
to imagine a situation which would
justify these derogations. Others of
these rights may be derogated
from in the interest of “racial and
religious harmony'’, the “national
economy’’, “public order and the
‘protection of public health and
morality’’, for the purpose of “secu-
ring due recognition and respect
for the rights and freedoms of
others’', or of “meeting the just
requirements of the geheral welfare
of democratic society.”*

THESE RIGHTS are further limited
by Article |é, which provides for
the continued validity of “‘all exis-
ting written law and unwritten
law, not withstanding any Incon-
sistency with the preceding provi-
sions of the Chapter.” It also pro-
vides that punishment assigned

under a law promulgated prior to |

the adoption of the Constitution
shall not be a contravention of the
Chapter (which contains, inter alia,
the proscription against cruel, in-
human or degrading treatment or
punishment).

This reservation is not required
to ensure a smooth legal transition,
since a general provision for this
purpose is to be found in the
Trapsitional Provisions ‘Chapter. In
addition, ' there is no indication
that this Is 4 temporary measure,
calculated only to provide the
government with sufficient time to

21

bring current laws
rence with the
an orderly fashion.

into concur-
Constitution in

The new Constitution is more
difficult to amend, any amend-
ment requiring a two-thirds vote
in Parliament and a majority
vote at a national! referendum.
On its face, this change does
not make amendment impos-
sible but, under the new pro-
portional representation sys-
tem, it is unlikely that any
future government will' enjoy
the necessary two-thirds ,majo-
rity. Had proportional repre-
sentation been in effect prior
to the last election, the UNP
would not have had the votes
to secure passage of its new
Constitution.

THE NEW CONSTITUTION
formalises the procedure for dec-
laring a state of emergency. i.e.,
allowing regulations- to be pro-
mulgated under the Public Security
Ordinance. Article |55 provides
that no section of the Constitu-
tion may be overriden by any
regulation 'passed under the Ordi-
nance. However, the Constitution
permits derogation on grounds of
public security from the provisions
guaranteeing the rights of equality
before .law and non-discriminatory
treatment generally, the rights to
be free from arbitrary arrest;
to be held only on judicial order;
to- be preshmed innocent and not
to be subject to retroactive crimi-
nal sanctions; and freedom of
speech, publication, assembly, asso-
ciation, religious worship, cultural
expression, and movement. Any
proclamation of a state of emer-
gency by the President must be
approved by Parliament within four-
teen days, or such reasonable
time as is necessary to reassemble
Parliament, and it automatically
lapses unless approved by Parlia-
ment. Once approved, the Proc-
lamation is valid for only SO days
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and must thereafter be reissued
and reapproved. If the state of
emergency has been in' effect for
six coptipuous months; a more
stringent Parliamentary majority is
required to extend it again.

This two stage procedure for
invoking the Public Security Ordi-
nance is a valuable check on abuse
of power and makes a notable addi-
tion to the Copstitution.

Independence of the Judiciary.
SEVERAL ARTICLES of the new
Constitution affect the Judiciary,
designed to protect it against poli-
tical influence and pressures. The
previous Judicial Services Advisory
Board apnd the Judicial Service
Disciplinary Board are now consoli-
dated into one Judicial Service
Commission. This Commission
makes recommendations to the Pre-
sident regarding the appointment,
trapnsfer, discipline and dismissal
of judges. The members of the
Commission are the Chief Justice
and two members of the Supreme
Court appointed by the President
for five years. The scope of the
Commission’s power extends to
scheduled public officers working
in the judicial branch. The court
system is restructured and there
are now two appellate courts,
the Supreme Court and a Court
of Appeal, and several courts of
first instance, including a High
Court.

There is one disturbing provision
affecting the security of tepure,

and consequently the independence

of the Judiciary. Article 163, to
be found in the Trapsitional Provi-
sions Chapter, terminates the te-
nure of all judges of the previous
Supreme Court and High Court
holding office on the day before
the promulgation of the Copsti-
tution. While a number of judges
have been reappointed to either
the new Supreme Court, Court

of Appeal or High Court, eight
former Supreme Court Justices and
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five former High Court Judges

have been removed from the
bench with no cause stated.
Under Sri Lanka law, these

judges are not allowed to practice
as attorpeys-at-law  without the
permission of the President. It is
understood that al-
ready suchi permission has bzep
refused. Thus, these former judgss
may be forced out of the profes-
sion they have been engaged in
their whole lives.

In ona case

The idea of judicial independence
. demands that judges be removed
only on cause presented, and not
for reasons of convenience after/ a
change of government. !t is no
justification that a simlilar procedure
wes adooted by Mrs Bandarapaike's
government at ‘the - introduction
of the 1972 constitution. A pre-
cedure of this kind impedes the
independence of the ludiciary and
can only tend to weaken the judi-
cial process.

The previous government did,
at least, reappoint ull the judges
who were under the new retire-
ment age. This time, a total of
thirteen judges have not been
reappointed, including eight from
the Supreme Court and five fram
the High Court. Nope of these

judges have reached the retire-
ment age, \

Spccial  Commissions, Legis-
lative Imposition of Civic
Disabilities.  Under the “Special

Presidential Commissions of Inquiry

Law.” No. 7 of 1978, the Presi-
dent is authorised to appoint a
judge or judges to constitute

Commissions of Inquiry, whose pur-
pose will be to inquirs isto alisged
abuses by members of the pre-
vious administration. There are a
number of objectionable features
to this law.

The Commissions have the po-
wer of summons and subpoena and
can invoke the aid of the Supreme
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Court in punishing eontempt. Yet,
they are not bound by the rules
of evidence, and may admit evi-
dence which ‘would be otherwise
inadmissible in a court. They are
empowered to exclude both prass
and public from any of their pto-
ceedings,

They are empowdred to find
any person guilty of "any act of
political victimisation, misuse or
abuse of power, corruption or any
fraudulent act, in relztion to any
court or tribunal or any public
body, or in relation to the admi-
nistration of any law or the ad-
ministration of justice.” When, a
Commission makes its findings, it
refers them to the President, wio
is) obliged to publish the report
in the Gazette. This report is “final
and conclusive, and shall not be
called in question in any court.”

MANY INDIVIDUALS have been
required to appear before such a

Commission, notwithstanding the
availability of the criminal courts
for the prosecution of those against
whom allegations of misconduct
have been levelled. These persons
have not enjoyed the  bepefit of
trial, and they are not even en-
titled to legal representation be-
fore the Commissions unless and
until formal charges are
against them. ' Persons have beep
ettacked to state counsel in soee-
ches widely reported in the press,
without any right to legal repre-
sentation. There is no appeal cof
issues of law or fact.

Sentencing under this procedure
is carried out by Parliament, by
passing legislation imposing disabi-
litles on persons who have beep
condemned by the
Thus, the party previously in the
opposition is now passing sentences
on those who recently held tha
reins of power. Gver thirty Minis-
ters, Deputy Ministers, Mayors
and other public figures have beep
the object of such 'bills imposing
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civic dicabilities. They have 'lost the
right to vote or run for office for
up to seven years. They have been
prohibited for life from holding a
position in the judicial or govern-
ment service and from working
for government owned or partially
owned corporations.  That these
indiyiduals can be deprived of their
civil rights and, in some instances,
their livellhood, without trial of
judicial process is to be deeply
regretted.

The fact that legislstion is re-
quired to impose these disabilities
indicates that, ot least in part, this
is a form of retroactive penal legis-
lation. [t is hard to reconcile these
procedurss with the rights and
guarantees proclaimed in the Cons-
titution.

*Footnote: This presents more than
theoretical problems. For example
the “Criminal Procedure (Special
Proyisions) Law.” No. 15 of 1978,
provides that a person may be
detained with no possibility of
bail “on an allegation that he has
committed" one of a number of
scheduled crimes (e.g. destruction
of property by ‘offensive weapong’
murder, crimes against the state,

‘or conspiracy to commit one of

these crimes). Those detained for
lesser oifences such as robbery,
attempted robbery, lurking by night,
or attempt and copspiracy to com-
mit any of these or other crimes
may be granted bail only in ex-
ceptional circumstances.
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Provincial Administration

DISTRICT MINISTERS—2

How The Scheme
Should Work

by R. Kahawita

WE CONCLUDED the first part

of this article by stating that the
aim of the new administration
should be *to unify the village
folk." We are not alone in seek-
ing to maintain community har-
mony in the Villages. India hzs a
vast net of Village Panchayats
(equivalent to our YCC) to look
_ after the village interests. In order
to streamline Panchayat activities
and deyelop local responsibilities.
The Union Government appointed
a Committee, headed by no less
a person than Asoka Metha. This
report recommended “that poli-
tical parties should play a part
in Panchayat Elections.”

Asoka Metha report was diss
cussed by the All India Panchayat
Parisad (convention) 2 week ago
and the Parisad opposed vehement-
‘ly the recommendation that peli-
tical parties should play a part in
Panchayat élections. The reason was
that such a move would completely
demolish the “‘community feeling”
prevalent in willage communities.
This is what we have been ad-
vocating all along the line—For pro-
gress, there must be community
harmony. Government of India
like' ourselves, draws her strength
from the villages and she feels that
“Power should move from the village
to the higher level and not the other
way round.

Before we go into how the Dis-
trict’ Ministers should work, we
would like to ask how much of
the old village level administration,
a national heritage which the
“colonial Government adopted with
mod}ﬂcations and refinements as
the most suitable to meet the
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aspirations of eour people, will be
resuscitated and given recognition
under the District Ministers? Re-
member, with our employment and
development policies we are mov-
ing more and more people intc
rural areas.

With Mahaweli development pro-
gramme gaining momentum, there
is bound to be a powerful pull
towards the now so called ‘‘back-
woods'’. In such a process of shift-
ing emﬁioyment opportunities
into the *‘backwoods’’,-the new or
alien cultures, assimilated in the
urban areas are bound to be in-
troduced by the new comers creat-
ing social prablems. Thus it may
become necessary to  adopt, the
new to blend with desirable old
traditions and Institutions.

Such a transfer of migrants, alien
to the permanent residents s
inevitable and the best we could
do iz to listen to the elders who,
over generations have become a
part and parcel of the soil. There-
fore an adoptable form of dialogu-
ing machinery between the village
residents and the administration
must be jnstituted so that their
voices are heard to work out how
the old can be put into new bot-
tles in keebing with the national
heritage they fostered over the
centuries and then blend it with
the new ideas aszimilated by the
new comers.

THE VOICE that the old residents
will listen  to, will be the voice
of one of their kind who lives in
their midst and are experiencing
their problems and privations. This
points to the old system which
we repl ced after Independence for
dubious reasons. We say this
because our politicians have carried
out changes in our way of living
saying that these changes are
necesssary to revive our cultural
heritage. So far these utterances
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are made with the topgue in the
cheek so to say.

In brief, we took ovzr with Inde-
p'enden:e three slabs of Adminis-
tration— The .Provipcial Gowern-
ment Asent, the District Assis-
tant Government Agent and the
Divisional Chief Headman system.
Thereafter we started to change,
not the system, but the appella-
tions. The Proyincial GA was done
away with. The AGA became the
Government Agent in charge of a
District, the Chief Headman came
to be called the Divisional Revenus
officer, and then changed to Assis-
tant Government Agent. The
Headman who used to be a per-
manent resident of the area he
served became the “Grama Se-
valk'—a npew transferable service.
Today, this individual is called the
“Grama Sevak Niladhari’® (GSN}.
The substance in the three slabs
has remained the same, what has
been changed is the “‘skin” to satisfy
the whims and fancies of the officers
who! chose to be Goverpment
Servants and not that of the wil-
lage residents—They are “mute on-
Jookers'' in the game.

The village folk abhor the epi-
thet—'"'Niladhari". To them it
implies too much of officiousness,
creating a barrier between them
and the "'Niladhari’’. Thus a mini-
bureaucracy: has crept into the
village level welfare. What the
people desire is one of their kind
whom they can trust, respectand
listen to and abide by his adyice
before enforcing his “Niladhari au-
thority’’. This is° what successive
Governments have failed to'under-
stand. At [ast today, with the
supremacy entrusted to the people,
a system of administration they
can understand must be given to
them—The system they understood
and accepted is the best suited to
our cultural background.
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WHY THE OLD SYSTEM was
changed is common knowladge,
but with proportionate representa-
tion there capnot be that degree
of “political. fear" which was_ the
root cause of the change, though
it was not said so in so many words.
It Is the fact at the unofficial level,
successive Governments set up Ins-
titutions | as rewarding havens to’
supporters of réspective political
partys at the village level. There
was the. Political Authority—PA—
about which we have already com-
mented; another innovation for the
Same purpose is the Agricultural
. Development Committees—ADC—
Co-operative societies where only
the officials co-operate to “hood-
wink' the rural people, Agricul-
tural Committees etc. Al these
organisations are given certain Sta-
tutory Powers. So fgr they have
proved inaffective to take the, mes-
sage to the villsge residents to en-
liven them into action to better their
own conditions of living. It has only
created factions among them.

As far as the village communities
are concerned the impact of these
multiple streams of authority has
been to share their meagre monies
with the authorities to enable them
to, survive in their own village,
What these people miss is their
Own respected representative, re-
siding. amidst them, and of their.
own choice. This single individua]
has been replaced by a plethora
of officials, committees, and socie-
- ties.  Their functions they do not
© upderstand.

they are intruders on their privacy

and way of lifs. We hayve not yst
" ‘understood that we Sighala are
Individualist, by culture, religious
convictions, and habits, We have to
recognisethis before we attempt to
“change our social structure,

Still the village will ba the begin-
.‘ning :of our social, economic, and .
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To the village folk -

cultural organisation. Village will
be still where nation-hood will de-
velep. In the new Constitution
the people have been given the

' Fight to choose their leaders and

tell them what they want.

And in our villages, ten million
out of the fourteen million are
there who can make the politieal
decisions. This was something
the earstwhile Colonial Goverpment
recognized and did pot wish to
interfere with the village adminis-
tration they took over and step
by step introduced raforms like the
establishment of Village Councils
and other local authorities. In this
direction we have moved fast,
Today there are 550 village councils
representing 4.9 million voters out
of a national strength of 6.25 mil-
lion veoters, It is from this 78.4 per-
cent of voters a Government draws
her strength, <

Bearing this in mind, what we
wish, to be achieved by the District
Ministérs must begin in the Villages
and move upwards towards the
Apex—the Cabinet and Parliament.
THE NEW SYSTEM of District
Ministers, now in the process of
being organised /is primarily—l take
it—meant to establish a dialogue
between the people and the Goy-
ernment at a political Jeval. It may
be a means of getting the people
to understand what lies behind the
“directive Principles of State Po-
licy", their fundamental duties, and
to epable them to participate in
the implementation of Policies, de-
velopment programmes and in
turn the people to keep the Gov-
ernment informed of their needs,
their aspirations, social goals, and
what progress is being made in
achieving them—starting from the
village. The colonial Government
did this in a way by meeting the
people at “Division days” and giv=
ing them a hearing where they
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lived.

Thus a District Minister and
his officials are, in fact a Districe
administrative entity as much as a
Government Agent or an Assistant
Government Agent ,was such an
entity during the colonial days,’
But there is a difference. The Dis-
trict  Minister will function as
such, as long as heisa member of
Parliament. The maximum period
of his ceﬂa.néy of office will be six
years. There-after changes will take
place according to the Political
Wishes of the people. Now two
questions arise. One, should the
people in 2 village be divided among
themselves party-wise politically to
disrupt rural harmony? Apd the
other, with the six year chapge,
should the progress in a village be
halted or changed at the end ‘of
this period if the Political Party in
pewer were to be changed? To us
the answers to these two geus-
tions are a definite no. Let us
now explain why? -

The vilige life must be maintained
as a harmonious unit with com-
mon objectives for contentment and
happiness of “the village people,
and to improve the quality of life.
However, much variegated the poli-
tical hues in a village may bz, all
have a common desire to improve
their life in the village. So political
divisions have no meaning to the
village people when itis a question
of what they need to improve
the village and its environment.
In this, there capnot be divisions;
to achieve their goals there must
be unity; and unity is their strength
to press home their needs,

Once the process of develop-
ment in a village is set in mo-
tion through acceptad poli-
cies which the people endorsed

at the polls, the work must

B0 on irrespective of political
divisions, in the village. The
political pattern- may  change
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at the centre but the develop
ment procass in “the villags
should pgo on, without being
changed dus to political weather-
ing. So what is nesded at tha
village level is unity and con-
tinuity of development process.

These are matters the village
residents themselves should decide
not politically but according to their
needs. | Therefore political divi-
sions should be discouraged in
village level elections ‘and even
administrative action taken to en-
courage the election of a suitable
candidate to represent them in
tha illage councils—the grass root
democratic but “welfare institu-
tion’' and see that what develop-
mert work or changes started by
one administration is coatinued by
the next. This is what t e people
desire in their own “centres of
living—the vil'age'’. Te maintain
continuity of development process
the village level officials also must
form =
was the raison d’etre for their own
choice of the “official functionary,”
we replaced by an allen Grama
Sevaka Niladhari.

We have experienced divisions, a
communzl-wisz, caste-wise, class-
wise, religion-wise, and while
we are straiping to upify our basic
social group, should we introduce
an ideological division also to
create humag antipathy against ano-
thar human because of his politics
as well, where unity is the essential
ingredient for their betterment!?
If we mean to implemsat section
12-2 of the constitution “No cit-
zen chall be discriminated against
on the -grounds of race, religion.
language, cast, sex, Political opinion
place of birth or any one of such
groands.,” . These Rishts can best
be developed and cultivated at the
village level, This is wners these
ideals should be epcouraged to grow,
flower and bear fruit—the one
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part of the village. ThiS

© move

fly In the olntment to pollute the
village life is rparty Politics. We
have had the sad experience of
what could happen when a village
is divided party-wise. From such
divisions other hatreds surface to
disrupt the whole village life."The
aim of The Dharmista Society” we
propose to establishy should be to
encourage the development of a
single coherent community of hu-
man bzipgs with one common as-
piratior—To make their commu-
nity a harmonious, united group
to -maintain progress apd pros-
perity—The beginnii:g should be the
village and it should n ot bz divided
into different political groups.

Often with ideslogical changss
we see and have experienced the
abandoning of accepted poiicies and
programmezs and u.w ideas imposed
on the vill=ge life 2ccording to lines
of thinking eof the pew Gowern-
ment, Coisequently oprogress has
c¢ome to a stand-still and the im-
provements in the village got rol=
led back to where it was. This is
what has happened in the past
entirely due to ideclogical rivalry,
and there is no guarantee that it
will not continue to happen if the
village is divided a:cording to party
or ideclogiral conceprs at the cep-
tre. To remind us what happend
In the past, these are relics of many
“a brick dropped’ by an ousted
Government.

We do not seemed to have learnt
a lesson, we siphala seemed to
in the same groove—self~
glorification. Else what is the ex-
planation for the following adyer-
tissment appearing in the CDN
of 25.12,78 under the authority
of the Commissioner of Natiopal
Housing: *‘Tender for the supply
of Grey Granite Tablets \for Founda-
tion stone laying and opening cere-
monjes of Housing Schemes, Flats
etc,”” This is of course a grand idea
to buy the Patronage of Powers
be. We hope this kind of bluff
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will not spread to other Depart
ments too,

This kind of opening and zlosing
ceremonies we have had in plenty_
There is one such rzlic glaring
at the visitor on the Negombo
Road erected in 1969 to the
dumping of a cart load of earth
to construct a new approach
road to Colombo. The result
is we lost the election in 1970
and we have an alternative
road, “The Bandaranaike Ma-

watha to the Bandaranaike In-
ternational Air Port.” Qur
monument has been left high
and dry,

Another, for some months past,
I have been passing a six house,
housing scheme at about the 20th
mile post on MNarammala Kuliya-
pitiya PWD road—bang on the
road, complete with a brick pillar
to encase the “Grey Granite Tablet
for opening Ceremonies of Housing
Schemes.” The Department must
be awaiting the tender supply. In
the mean time the completed
houses have been abendoned and
stray cattle ‘have taken possession
while the people for whom the
six houses were built are living
under trees.

We still want to introduce polis
tical schisms into our peaceful vils
lages. The important thing is not
to give relief to the homeless people
but the opening ceremonies. So the
tax payer’s money is wasted to
pander to the vanity of some VIP
who wishes to see his name monus
mentalized  before his death ct the
expense cof the taxpoyer, This kind
of thing will not hapben, if sur deve-
lopment and  administrative inspis
rations are drawn at the village
level. The people have the answer
to thi; kind of buffoonery of the
people whom they trusted to deliver
the goods. We repeat we have not
yet learnt a [esson.

We have strayed from our main
theme. These asides are neces,
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*sary to remind us: how our rulers
- can be misled by scheming officials-
| Now getting back to the track—
5o far, may be due to political
factions, the bamic improvements
~ to village life have not reached
+ them. It is reported, once in a whije
in the press that a “model village”
was built in a couple of months
 and ceremonially a commerating
tablet was unveiled by a VIP. They
cannot be real villages but mouso-
leums.  There is no life in them
as understood by a “village” and
without life there cannot be a
village.

The task is to take the art of
living to the 6000 odd villages
from where the present Govern-
ment draws her strength. To sus-
tain that strength unify the village
and show the way how to act as
a harmonious upit to improve
their living conditions. This can-
not be achieved if the village is
divided into as many political
groups as there are power hungry
political parties at the village elec-
tions too. This is something the

. Administration should give serious
consideration to when the elections
to the village councils come’ up
next year.

(To be Continued)
flo) o o

STRAIGHT FROM THE
BACKWOODS

Rural Development— |
And Minister

The Daily Mirror of December
10, 1978 had a brief report of the
parliamentary discussions on the
vote of the Rural Develapment
Ministry, reported by Richard de
Silva. and Ravi Thavarajah. The
Minister had mentioned of the
“living” conditions “in our village
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being contrary to the UN decla-
ration of Human rights. The Minis-
ter had also stated that the basic
human amenities Tlike water, lat-
rines, housing etc, are not available
to the villager, She al§° admits
that this: situation in 21l our vil-
lages s a disgrace to human beings.
Weil, Minister, I feel it is a disgrace
to all  previous governments, the
bresent government, all opposition
barties. ministers, MPs, all learned
people ‘and the urban folk. It is a
disgrace to the whole #ocial system.

The Minister has stated that
the money allocated to the R.D.
Ministry was not sufficient and that
she wants more money, for more
work or for more overtime and
travelling expenses and, we do
not know for what. It’s geod if
the “more money'! is to provide
water, better housing and latrine
facilities to the villages of Ceylon
through! the Rural Development
Societies: As according fo the
paper report a few MPs had expres-
sed their views and suggestionsg
on how the ministry should work
and what should be done through
the RD Societies.

SPEAKING ABOUT rural deve-
lopment, many people, especially
the MPs think that RD is
“Shramadana” and therefore RD.
societies should be limited to Shra.
madana. Very often the RDs ig
called to clear a road in the village
or cut a new one and the MP of
the area comes for the opening
ceremony; he gets the credit for
providing a road. 'Thereafter the
RDs is forgotten and neglected uptil
another road has to be cut! Ruraj
Development is not only Shara-
madafia; nor is it the appointment
of more RD officers to overcrowd
the already crowded govt. offices
in the rural areas. Nor is it, to
provide the Grama Sevakas and

RDOs with housing facilities, nor -

is it the sending of RDOs to foreign
countries  for training in rural
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From. The Korses Mouth

development.

A few months ago the Peopleg’
Bank Econdmic Review had an article
‘with a good defipition of rural
development. It said. ““..Rural De-
velopment does not mean agricul”
tural development. The latter th-
ough is an integral part of the
former. Emphasis on the latter in
terms of4 growth, increased out-
put and ‘income however can run
counter: to the basic objectives
of R.D. Rural Development also
includes such activities as improve-
ment of community development
and improvement of health and
educational facilities in rural areas.
These aspects althougth vital are
not enotgh for Rural Development.
Therefore RD has the ultimate
aim of making maximum use of
the available human and local re-
sources. The improvement of
incorie levels and living ' condi-
tions of the village people as a whole
and more particularly’ of the village
poor. And RD epvisages an effec.
tive participation: of all people in
the overall development process.”

Today RD is necessary and
urgent because all previous
governments took the pro-
duce of the village to feed
the city and completely neg-
lected the rural areas and it's
people. The District Minis-
ter for Kalutara has stated
that 809 of our national
income comes from the rural
areas, but what have these
rural people got in return for
it? Cattleshed like huts, dark.
tiny, overcrowded, insectire,
unsuitable for human living,
Long walks for drinking wa-
ter, no water for cultivation,
no proper health and educa-
tion facilities, no ownership:
of land, no proper transport
system for people to move
about and to move the pro-
duce to market, no credit
facilities for an emergency,
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no recreation facilities, no
planned marketing system for
the produce and no fixed pri-
ces for it. In short the majo-
rity of ‘the local peasants
living in our villages have no
fundamental human rights!

It does not matter who's who

started Rural Development but its
high time the govt. got down to
some constructive work on RD.
It is a crime to pote that a few
cities are modernised (highly) with
skyscraper buildings and parks with
costly fountains, baby trains when
most of our Villages are in total
darkness without the basic ameni-
ties. Due to the government's
failure to have a fixed agricultural
policy and plan more  and more
village youth are leaving cultivation
to secure jobs in the city. Hence
the upemployed in the village in-
creases. This has become a trend
in the dry zone villages.
GOING THROUGH  the pro-
gress of the govt’s new RD move.
ment what could one see. The
main concentration is on a solid
RD hall in the village, money i8§
approved for this and the contract
of it given to 'a govt. supporter.
Before the hall is completed the
RD society has liquidized. The
villager seeing no immediate relief
for his problems gets disgusted
and discouraged easily and leaves
the society.

W hatever the Minister
‘from Colombo there is political
discrimination  and revenge at the
grassroot level of the RD nrovement.
The non-government supporters
gre not informed of the meetings or
they are kept off the committee or
if the non government supporters
are officials in a RD society the MP
not only neglects the society but
also instructs the goverhment offi-
cials not -to co-operate with the
RDs. This has happened in this area
and evidence is available. Today,
the Government has proved to the

may say
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rural folk that the RDs is the official
UNP branch in the village and also

isome sort of secret service to provide

the government with details of anti-

government  supporters and  acti-
vities in: the village.
As a result of this it is wvery

difficult to get effective participa-
tion from the villagers in rural
development efforts sponsored by
the government. Apother reason
for the failure of the present RD
movement is that, the peasant
expected the RDs to be a powerful
village body that could solve their
problems. When the actual village
problems and the peasants imme-
diate economic demands were put
forward to the officials viz., RDO,
Grama Sevaka, they conveniently
kept off the scepe. And the lea-
dership of many RDs being gov-
ernment supporters they too could
not’ give the needed answers to
the hungry and apgry peasants.
This too discouraged 'the villagers
and some militant village youth
and elders have given up future
participation in village development’
work for good.

It also should be noted that some
RDO's refused to register a few

RDs and this also has created a.'_

set back to some vyillage l[eaders.
It should be said that although
many government officials have been
instructed to visit even the remote
villages, these .officials have not
seen the colour of the villages
but have claimed travelling allow-
ances for visiting them. This is how
the Rural Development goes on
in the villages today.

IN THIS CONTEXT the minister
and all others interested in Rural
Development should rethink as to
how the, RD Imovemént should be
moved forward 'to benefit the rural
peasants. The minister and other
concerned govt. officials on the
village levels could be more open
to the ideas” of the village, could
learn from the villagers how the
RD movement could help thein.
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Selection of RDOs should .be care-
ully done. For the sake of being a
graduate from a university does
not mean the only, qualification to
bacome a RDO. The RDO must
be ready to love; understand,
live and work with the willage
folk, He should be avsilable to the
villagers at any time.&f the day.
He should share the joy and sorrow
of the wvillage. It is best if the
experienced  elders and dedicated
village youth are selected to do
this job being in their respective
villages.

The present RDO3 are from the
city ar village towns and. they are
mainly in the DRO office or Kachcheri.
More than half the month they are
on leave either at their own home
town: which are far away from

“the working area or they dre busy

attending to some of their private
matters. One RDO could handle
about 5 villages and the selected
one could be a rezident of his village
and operate from there. If the selected
RDO |5 not active or corrupt the
village majority should be given the
power to remove him from office and
elect a suitable person.’ This is a
better way of giving the village its
leadership and power. Further the
government could save the cost of
providing houzing facilities to RDOs.

Instead of sending RDOs to fore-
ign countries to study rural develop-
ment, the government could re-
quest' the services of the loca]l per-
sons, groups and organisations edu-
cated and experienced in rural
development, community services,
social welfare etc., to train these
RDOs. The trainees should be
kept in, their respective villages
and trained than to take him out
of his working situation to train
him elesewhere. There are so
many mushroom voluntary groups
and organisations that are involved
in rural development at the village

level and the government should
get their co-operation to . make
it a joint effort.
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Costly village halls of con-
crete and tiles are not neaded
urgently, its only a smaf,
hall to meet the viilage needs
A wattle and daub structure
with cadjan orgrass roof would
meet the need of the day. Tal.
ented and learned persons
in the village should he given

a prominent place and the

< necessary backing to serve
the village, instead of bringing
highly educated {over quali-
fied) pandits to the scene.

The most important of all is to
draw the villager Into the move-
ment and get his full co-operation
towards its work. This could be
done if the RD movement could
prove to him or her that it could
provide some relief to his problems.
The poor vyillager especially should
be the most important part of the
movement. The govt. must give
ear and hand both to what the
Rural Societies say and all village
level govt. officials should co-operate
and help the socieites. Unless the
full co-operation of the govt.
officials are rendered to the vil-
Iage RDs it is impossible to make
the RD movement 2 success. These
are the biggest ineentives this govt:
could provide for the villagers
to get involved in the Rural Deve-
lopment.

Lastly, the govt. should remembeg
and keep in mind when dealin-
with the Rural Development Socie
ties that RD is necessary today
because the political system so
far in Ceylon has failed to provide
at least the basic human peeds—
fboc{. clothing, health care, educa.
tion, housing to the majority of
the people who are involved in
agricultural production in the rury
a'reas._ Hence these people who

would be involved in RD are tensed,

frustrated, easily discouraged, un-
happy, uneducated,
and hungry. They want quick
results for their immediate prob-
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ill-mannered

Jdems and fool proof plans ‘for a
long term action to [iberate them.
They could be very demanding
and ungrateful. :

Is the Minister and Government
ready to take 2 chance. | wonder?

Loghead
Lower Uva Area.
Jan. I, 1979.
6] O (@]

SPOTLIGHT

Too Close For
Comfort-

by Canax

Kampuchea, or Cambodia to give
it its better known nome, falls to
the rebels backed by Vietaam and
-people | know get the jitters—
all because a Ministry spokesman
would say no more thaa that our
Foreign Minister, Mr.. A. C. §,
Hameed, was studying eveats in
that country “‘closely’”. Period.

There’s a lot to be said for cop-
ducting diplomacy on the quiet,
but ‘there surely are times when
even the thoughts, let alone words
and deeds,' of powerful man like
our Foreign Minister should be
given adequate publicity, pot for
their ‘own sake, but to assure the
people of this, the 29th most power-
ul country in the world, that
the situation, whatever it may be, is
well upder control and that there
is no need to panic. Sri Lanka is,
after all, chairman of the non-
aligned Third World community,
which is no  small responsibility,

My daughter was terrified ot
the: thought of Mr. Haimsad catch-
ing the first flight out of Katusayake
and jetting it to Cambodia in a
desperate bid to stop the fighting.
MNo. ghe was terrified pot that he
would successfully bring about a
truce but that he would Igad”
vertently get caught in the cross-
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. Campuchia
fire and create another vacency
In Parliament. ; :

My wife was shaking with fear
herself, somehow convinced thats
because of what she called “this
noz-aligned Third World nonsense’”
the only possible outcome would
be the Third World War, which
she considered imminent. But when
my daughter expressea her own
fear, | was surprised to hezr her

© explaining to the child that ocur

Forasign Minister simply could not
gat caught In ths crossfire even
if he wanted to; that it was all
over in Cambodia bar the shouting,
What wazs more, she told the child
patiently, Mr. Hemeed, being a
man of action, wouldn't be so foo-
lish as te go to Cambodia when he
shou'd be taking the first flight
out in the other direction because
the Upited WNations . was where
all the action really was.

I know the Foreign Ministry will
not sing my praises for this, but
I honestly think it will help my
fellow countrymen to kpow the
mapy roies Sri Lapka consideraed
plaving in Cambodia in the in~

- terests of world peace. After all,

Anierica has shown itself to be a
bad loser, sulking and displaying
little or no sportsmanship since
Vietnam. So if the world’s most

powerful nation canyot, or will ~

not, get into the spirit of the game
and give the world the lead it so
desperately needs, Sri ‘Lanka cap-
not stand idly by and take refuge
in' false modesty. We know we
are 2 Super Power, even if the dest
of the world ‘doesn't, so what s
there to feel so shy about?
The truth is that, as an obvious
world leader, Sri Larka has been
studving events in Cambodiz more
closely than our Forsign Ministry
spekesman was williag to adniit.
One of the coitingency reports
prepared and considered by our
National Security Council dealt with
the possibility, necessity and de-
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sirability of Sri Lanka providing
military assistance to bring about
peace. But the Labour Minstry
had intervened, wanting every-
thing '*cut and dry”. A Ministry
official had pointed out that the
terms and conditions of employ-
ment would, at best, be upcertain,
‘and that there was every likeli-
hood of our fighting men being
exploiteci_in the jupelss of Cam-
bodia In much the same way 2s
our women were being taken ad-
vantage of in the oily jungles of
West Asia,

As a result of the West Asian
experience, our Labsur Ministry
is understandably wary about job
opportunities abroad—which is
what the Cambodian situation really
boiled down to. Even the accom-
modation ayzilable, it was pointed
out, would be nothing to write
home about, and certainly ‘not
five-star class. But what finally
decided the igsue was the Labour
Ministry's reluctance to endorse
military iptervention until and un-
less we got written guaraptees
from both sides, the Pol Pot rezims
as well as the rebels, that our
boys would ba brought back safely,
pay packets and all, once the game
Was over.

I understand that, 2s an alter-
native, we even thought of sending
Major-General Sepala Attygalle as

an adviser—to both sides, of course—,

but our harbour and airport au-
thorities couldn't imagine carry-
ing on for evenja month without
the aid of his organisational flair.
In the circumstances, our govern-
ment took the view that charity
began at home.

Tha last | heard was that the
rebels, by, then reportadly In
coemmand, had sent a communica-
tion to our Foreign Minister. But
Mr. Hamead hadmét got the mes-
sage and said so; though he fougot
to explain whp. The rebels may
get disillusioned with Sri Lanka

292

unless someone gets word to them

pretty quickly about the herriblz
state of our telecommunications
network. Mr. Hameed's hot-line

has been out of order for weeks,
end he is dependent entirely on the
postman on a push-bicyerie,

This may really surpiss the re-
bels of Kampuchea, but they must
be told the truth that even our
telegrams go by post.

0 0 0 0
SHORT STORY FROM NIGERIA

Obatala’s Blessing

by Sita Selvadurai

Kemi could hardly contain her

joy. She felt so happy. The docta
had confirmed that she was with
child, and had given her the re-
ports to.  substantiate his verdict.
It was now nearly three years since
she had been unpited in wedlock
with Enelta, and it had pained her
50, that she could not bear him a
child. " She had attejided the Clinic
at the hospital in Abeokuta, the
town where they now lived. The
gynoecologist had done a thorough
medical check-up on her and Epeka,
and had even performed a minor

operation on her. But still there.

were no signs of fertility. Then six
months ago, she and Eneka had
made trip northward to the banks
of the Oshun river and offered a
fowl each to supplicate the deity
Oshun to give them children.
Barely two months had passed by,
and Kemi had missed one period

. and then another and her hopes had

been confirmed today by the doctor.

The door bell of their ground
floor flat rang shrilly, and Kemi
ran to open It. “Eneka darling,”
she scbbed hanging on her husband's
‘neck. “l am with child. The doctor
gave me the reports today.” Eneka
dropped the brief case he was
carrying on to the floor. “l am so
happy, Kemi,” he cried as he hug=
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ged her in turn. Kemi made akara
for dinner that day with ground
beans. She usually fried them plain,
or with only tomatoes or onions,
but today as a speclal treat she
added sardines to them, for her
heart was light and joyful.,

But though her Heart was light
Kemi slept not that night: listead
she lay ‘gazing into the darkness,
listening to Eneka’s desp breathing.
She thought of her childhood days
when she had lived in the village
with her grandfather and grand-
mother, about 200 kilometers from
Abeokuta—the city of rocks. She
had grown up in the village and

spent the most impressionable years

of her life, inured to simple ways
and simple things. Grandmother
was big made and large, and every
inch the resourceful housewife.
Besides running the home with
meticulous care, and attending to
material needs of grandfather and
herself, grandmother had a little
kiosk at the edge of the garden
where she sold such sensible house-
hold items as washing powder,
milk tins, matches and the like
to the less organised housewives,
She added the few extra kobos she
made in this ‘way, to the modest
income that Grandpa gave her
from his farm. Grandpa on the
contrary, was a kindly man, and in
grandma's  words ‘dreamy’. But
Kemi adored him. All the [ove
she had had in her childhood,
was from grandfather, .Grandmother
never believed in petting, she said
it spoiled the child.

|
Grandpa believed in the Intrinsic
powers of the orishas or gods,
and many were the tales he -had
related to Kemi/about them. How
Orunmila the eldest son of the
supreme sky deity Olurun, was the
arch diviner who through the read- .
ing of palm nuts and cowries, was
able to predict the intentions of
Olurun in advance. How Obatala,
whose name signifies King of the
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White Cloth, and whom Olurun
trusted as his own son, had come
down :to' earth on a gold chain and
created: land out of the watery
wastes of the earth, and how he
had created the first humans by
shaping figures of clay and giving
life to them with the help of Olurusn.
Why the orisha Eshu who was res-
ponsible for confusion had been
banished to live in the open forever.
How Ogun the god of iron had
traded his secret to the people
of Ife for an Oba or chieftanship.
How Shango had come to be the
god of the thundérboltand so on.

Grandfather had a very special
way of relating stories, and Kemi
never tired of listening to him.
He cleared his throat and began
in a nonchalant droneful drawl.
Then jas the tale progressed his
face' lit up with animation, and
towards the end it was eloquent
with delight. Besides, thase child-
hood stories had made'a profound
impression on' her.. They had in
fact helped to build her character.
Kemi reflected that many of the
values and pripciples that she held
gooed today, had been acquired as a
result of these folllore.

At the beginning, whep the earth
and humans and '‘animals in it were
new, and it had pot still besn de-
termined what place each creature
should have in the scheme of things,
. Orunmila decided to ask every
orisha, human being, and creature
a simple question, and that the
nature of eath individuals reply
would determipe his fate and his
style of living. When Orunmila
asked the guipea fowl ¥ he would
wear a cord .round his peck, the

guinea fowl had answered, “No,
I do not wapt to wear a cord.”
So it was decreed that guipea

fowl shall not wear a cord. When
the goat was asked the same gues-
tion, he had answered flippantly,

_ barren

~ by. When Olurun the

“Do you think you can do it.” '

Instantly, the goat had“got a rope

round its peck and wears it to.
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this day. Then when it came to
the orisha Eshu’s turn to be ques-
tioned, Orunmila asked him if he
would choose to live inside or out-
side?  And because Eshu’s mind
was full of confusion, he had replied,
“Why outside, of course!” Then
correcting himself immediately he
had said, “No, on the contrary,
inside.”” But because he had not
given a direct answer in the first
instance, and had left the question
hanging, Eshu had been bapished
to' live in the open forever. “So

my child,” grandfather would add -

in his own inimitable drawl. “You
must always try to give a direct
answer to a simple question''.
And Kemi had endeavoured more
than ever to fulfil his expectations:

Her favourite folklore had been
the tale of Obatala’s farm at Abe-
okuta. She had made grandfather
repeat this tale to her over and
over again. The story goes how
Obatala owned a farm at Abe-
okuta, the very town where she
now lived, and how at the very
bedinning when he apportioned
land to humans after creating them,
hie had doled out all fertile portions
of land to others, and kept the
rock for himself. But in
spite of its stony and barren nature,
Obatala's land yielded more crops
than all the other lands. Because
of their ignorance the people
became envious .and reseptful of
Obatala, and they began to whisper
unkind things “about ' him. “He
has doled out to us portions of
land that begrudge us our crops,
and kept for himself a portion
that yielded more than he can eat.”
they said. And the jealousy in them
prevailed. They decided after much
contemplation and copference to
put an end to Obatala by rolling
down stones on him as he passed
suprema
aeity heard that Obatala was done
to death by the envious people
he sent a messenger down to earth
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to collect the battered pieces of
Obatala’s body.  Because of his
mighty powers Olurun was able to
give life to these pieces, and so
Obatala lived on, an even greater
orisha than bsfore. Obatala was re-
garded as the shaper of infants
in the womb of humans, and by
extension the special protector
'of the malformed. '

So when Kemi, after a few months
of their marriage found that she
had not conceived, she had got a
statue of Obatala, draped it in a
white cloth and had given it ‘special
significance.  Even after she had
learnt that she was pregnant, Kemi
had continued to burn incense at
his statue and always made it a point
to keep the cloth draped round
Obatala, a spotless white colour.

During the early months of "her
pregnancy, Kemi went about her
daily tasks as usual. She taught
in the Primary School in the morn-

. ings, and when she returned home

in the afternoon she ‘busied' herself
with her household work, She
wrote and conveyed the happy
tidings of her pregnancy to Grandpa,
Grandma, and Eneka’s parents. She
had written to her father too, for
though he was married again, he
was still her father. Kemi had lost
her mother when she was a child,
and that was how'she came to
be brought up by her grandparents.
It was her mother who had given
her the name Olu Kemi—meaning
God's blessed One. Kemi loved
her name. It was got just the eu-
phony of it—it brought back me-
mories of her mother. She
had been christened Patricia when
she was baptised. But -having grown
up as she had with her grand-
pareats, Kemi's culture was steeped
in tradition, and Christianity’ was
but to her only a name. ;

The post took its time, and
slowly letters began to come in
from friends amd relatives, who

30
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had heard of her pregnancy. They would be whole and healthy?

were full of well meaning advice.
Kemi attended the prenatal clinic
at the hospital very regularly, and
everything seemed to be going on
ds it should.,

.The_n one fine morning when
Kemi was about seven months
pregnant, grandma turpned up. She
had left Grandpa, who was now
too old and feeble to travel she
said, in the care of neighbours,
and had come to put things in order
for Kemi. Grandma seemed to
release epergy in proportion to
her avoirdupois. From the moment
of her arrival she busied herself
cleaning, polishing and serubbing,
and within 2 day the house gleamed
as it had not done for a long time.
She cooked many delicacies for
Kemi and Eneka. She forbade Kemi
to eat tomatoes. It was bad for the
kidneys when you are with child,
she said. She made Kemi promise
that she would lie in bed with her
feet up for 2 hour every afternoon.
Then 'when she thought that she
had set things right again, she
prepared to leave. As a parting bit
of ‘advice she said, “| suppose you
know Kemi, that you have to offer a
new born kid to Obatala, so that
your unborn child will be healthy
and whole. Fun-fun is to kid scon.
| shall send her to you as soon as
I go ‘back. Within a week of the
kid being ‘born, ycu will have to
offer it as a sacrifice to placate
Obarala.,”  With that grandma left.
True to her word within three days
of grandma’s departure Fupfun ar-
rived in a pickup. Her belly wasg
round and big. Kemi was delighted
to see Fupfun and she knew Fupfun
reciprocated her feelings. Funfun
the white goat had been Kemi's
special pet when she lived with
her grandparents. It was Funfun
she used to cuddle and fondle
whenever she was lonesome for
love: How could she sacrifice Fun-
fun's kid so that her unborn child
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Surely Obatala was a great orisha
and he would understand. Kemi
housed Funfun in the wooden.shed
at the back of the house, made
her a bed of straw, gave her plenty
to eat and cared for her as best
as she could. Then one night about
a fortnight after Funfun's arrival
she was awakened at dead of night
by a loud bleating. “Bas—aa, Baa—
aa, Baa—ga,”" came the sound. It
rent the stillness of the night eir.
Had Funfun kidded?

Kemi put a wrap round her and
quietly opened the door as not to
wake Eneka and tiptoed outside.
The full moon shed a silvery light
across her path, and the rocks of
Abeokuta beckoned from afar as
she made her way to Funfun's shed,
There sure epough was Funfun
tenderly licking her pnew born kid.
It was white in colour like its
mother. Kemi knelt down and stro-
ked Funfup, and Funfun loocked at
her trustingly. Then she covered
the kid ‘with a cloth and tiptoed
back to bed. The kid was as pre-
cious - to Fupfun as her unborn
child was to her. She could pot
offer it as a sacrifice. She will not
do it, she determined.

As the days passed by, Kemi's
abdomen grew bigger and bigger,
and she began to feel the strain
of her pregnancy, The doctor as-
sured her at the regular checkups
that all was well. But a strange
fear lurked in her heart, for sne
had not made the customary sacrifice,

Then one night after dinner,
Kemi felt the muscles of her abdo-
men tighten. At first she did pot
take it seriously, but then it began
to repeat itself. Perhaps she should
go to hospital, she told Epeka.
The next day, at the matérnity
ward of the hogpital, Kemi gave

'birth to a baby boy—ecight pounds

in weight, whole and healthy. A
week later she came home with
her son.
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That night as Kemi lay again in
her very own bed, her heart was &
happy. She could see the full . moon
through her window. It was liks
a big, silver coin, the same as it
had been on the day that Funfun's -
kid was born. Then out of the
silence of the night came the white,
goat's bleating. “‘Baa-aa, Baa-zaa
Baa-2a,"” fit rang. Then in a wee
shrill voice came another “Baa-aa,
Baa-aa,”. It rent the silence of the
night air. The rocks of Abeockuta
took up the sound and echoed it.

Kemi drew her infant son closer
to her bosom, and shut her’ eyes '
blissfully. A smile flitted across
her face, for she had no doubt
now, that Obatala's blessing en her
household had been double fold.

N
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Sir,

The Tamil Upited Liberation,
_Front, by its actions, appears to
be a contradiction in terms. One
wonders whether it looks after
the interests of the Tamils or whe-
ther its members of parliament are
united among themselves. The
TULF members of parliament had
promised to fight for a separate
state, but they took their oaths
to uphold a upitary state. They
want to liberate the | Tamils,
but are reported to be negotiating
with the government to become
District Ministers, They want to
be in the opposition and at. the
same time in the . government! =
How can one member be a District
Minister and another the Leader of
the Opposition!! ;

How long will this continue?
Who sufferst =/

M. H. Subramaniam
Kantharmadam,
Jaffna.
P L)

| TRIBUNE, fanvary 27, 1975



Confidentialy

New Brain Drain—2

IS IT NOT TRUE that Ministers
of this Dharmista Government have
 begun to bemoan the fact that

there was a dearth of gkilled men-

for development projects? That the
Ceylon Daily News of Monday,
January 22, 1978 on its front page
reported: “..The shortage of skilled
personnel, such a5 accountants, en-
gineers and technicians, is retarding
the economic and development pro-
grams of the Government. Only 60
per cent of the de-centrolised budget
allocations for the districts is being
utilised becouse of the lack of skilled
personnnel. Thiz warning way given
by the Minister of Youth Affairs and
Employment and the acting Foreign
Minister, Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe,
yesterday addressing the 2nd Annual
Conference of the Sri Lanka branch
of the Institute of Cost and Manage-
ment Accountants (ICMA): He sgid
that the public ‘and private sectors
now very badly needed crosh  pro-
grams to train gkilled personnel.
This Government was endeavouring to
transform the econemy of the country
from a stagnant backward one to
a progressive expanding economy.
But the lack of personnel to imple-
ment the many programs was a mat-
ter of concern io the Government.."
That this is a sad confession for a
Minister to make pearly 19 months
after this government was instzlled
in power! That no soopner this gov-
ernment had come to power In
July 1977 there were euphoric
statemients that a majority of those
who had fled the country on the
brain drain from 1956 to 1977
would return because of the dhar-
mista policies of the government?
That instead of even-a small fraction
of the technically qualified who
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hdd gone abroad returning to help
the economic development pro-
grammess, more and more tech-
nically .qualified persons are getting
away as fast as they can? That it
is one thing for the unemployed,
under-employed, and poorly-paid
manval and semi-skilled workers
going to the ofl rich countries for
jobs? (That the export of this
kind of mappewer already brings
in an estimated Rs. 600 million a
year!). That it is, however, a totally
different matter to continue to loose
more and more of the technically
qualified? That they are going in
spite of the New Conpstitution
and the new Income Tax Conces-
sions! That Tribune is aware that a
large number of technically quali-
fied and functionally “experienced
bureaucrats, techpocrats and offi-
cials in the public sector are mov-
ing heaven and earth to get jobs
abroad or even in the private sec-
tor! That the number of such
officials, including blue-eyed Secre-
taries, who are circulating their
bio-datas to possible employers ab-
road will surprise the top govern-
ment hierarchy? That UN apd
Interpational Civil Seryice officizls
who attend conferences in Cel-
ombo are beseiged by the tech-
nically qualified and the highly
placed bureaucrats wapting a help-
ing hand to find jobs abroad?

AND [S IT NOT A FACT that what
is driving these technically qualified
persons to go. abroad even now
is not the money or the more luc-
rative salaries? That ministers and
politicians are tempted to say that
this contipuing brain drain, was
motivated by greed for power,
position and money? That whilst
this may have an element of truth,
it does nobody any good to dis-
miss the problem through such
over-simplified populist utterances?
That the time has come for a pro-
per examination of the psycholo-
gisa[ dimensions of this new 2 .
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Stalemate In administratlon |

draln?  That apart from the
brain drain government must also
know why qualified technocrats
and bureaucrats continue to feel
frustrated—in fact more frustrated
than at any time In the past, even
during the seven bad years of 1970-
19771 That this frustration has led
to virtual ipertia? That  many
bureaucrats and techpocrats now
openly say that withall the other
limitations, they were able to do
a better job of work in the 1970-77/
period than they can do today?
That as a result of the post-1977
UNP’s imposition of political and
personal (often based on family
bandyism) control of bureaucrats
and technlocrats an inhibited enviro-
nment has been created which is not
conducive to proper and construc-
tive day-to-day work in any deve-
lopment project? That they feel
that fairplay and justice have be-
come disappearing virtues and that
administration - in the - main has
passed into the hands of imposters,
knaves and fools who have succseded
in securing control of key positions
through party or family stoogism?
That the actiyities of these favourites
haye made it impossible for
hopest-to-goodniess bureaucrats and
technocrats to function regularly’
ana efficiently? That this failure
to generate constructive work in
the public sector by the govern-
ment has been misconstrued as
sabotage and anti-national subver-
sion? That saboteurs and subver-
siopists may exist, but to brand
all the frustrated as saboteurs will-
only make matters worse? That as
a result of this there is a virtual
stalemate op all development fronts
in the public sector? That it will be
foolish to fall for the usuai gimmick of

blaming everything on “satctege and
subversion—whereas the truth is
otherwise! That the attempt to poli-
ticalise (UMPise) the Administration
(via family bandyism and favouritsm)
is the main cause for the growing rot)
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