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PROFESSOR (MRS.) UMARANY COOMARASWAMY

We are proud to say that Professor (Mrs.) Umarany
Coomaraswamy, fondly known as Uma to her friends, is an old
girl of our Alma Mater, Jaffna Hindu Ladies College.

She is the current Vice Chancellor of the Open University of
Sri Lanka. She is the first lady in the world who had obtained
the Post of Vice Chancellor of an Open University. She is also
the second lady in Sri Lanka to hold the Post of Vice
Chancellor of a University.

She was born on 27 March 1941. She obtained B.Sc. Special
(Ceylon) Honours Degree in 1965 and Ph.D. (Lond.) (Plant
Virology) Degree in 1970. She is also a fellow of the Institute
of Biology (Sri Lanka). She was a Commonwealth Scholar to
the United Kingdom for her Ph.D. from 1967 — 1970 and a
Fullbright Fellow to the University California (Riverside) in
1979.

She underwent a Certificate course in Physiological Plant
Pathology, a UNESCO sponsored two-month course at
University of Madras in 1972. In 1978 she underwent a
Certificate course in Animal viruses and tissue culture, a
UNESCO sponsored three-week course at India Institute of
Science, Bangalore. She also got her Post-doctoral research
training in Mycoplasmology at University of California,
Riverside in 1979.

She served in many capacities at the Open University of Sri
Lanka before she assumed the post of Vice Chancellor in
December 2000.

She was the Dean/Faculty of Natural Sciences. As a Dean she
was responsible for development of curriculum, conduct of
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teaching and examinations, research and general student
activities of the faculty. During this tenure she also held the
post of Acting Vice Chancellor on various occasions.

She joined the Open University in 1991 and held the position
of Professor of Botany from May 1991 to 1993. During this
time she was involved with teaching of courses such as
Microbiology and Plant Diversity and took an active part in
steering the restructuring of the B.Sc. Degree Program with a
broad based curriculum. Restructured B.Sc. Program was
launched in 1995. She functioned as the Head/Botany for a
period of 6 years.

As a Senior Professor in Botany she was also involved in
Instructional material development for the distance learners
including videotapes. She also chaired the University Course
Development Committee.

Before joining the Open University of Sri Lanka she served the
Eastern University. She served as Dean/Faculty of Science
from July 1986 to 1991.

As the University was in its formative stages she was directly
responsible for drafting much of the By-laws, Rules &
Regulations, Handbooks etc. for the Faculty of Science and for
the University. She was also an active contributor in working
out a link program between the Faculty of Science of Eastern
University of Sri Lanka and that of the University of Sussex.

During this period she also served as Acting Vice-Chancellor
on several occasions.

She held the post Head/Department of Botany from the day she
assumed duties in 1981. In this capacity she was responsible
for the development and administration of the Department and
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for the direction of teaching and examination activities and for
the overall supervision of research programs conducted by the
departmental staff.

She was also the Senior Student Counsellor for six years from
1981 - 86. In this capacity she was directly responsible to the
Vice-Chancellor for coordinating all student-counselling
services. As a Student Counsellor she was responsible for
providing assistance and guidance to the students in academic,
social and personal problems.

Her beginnings were from the University of Colombo where
she graduated in 1965 with a Special Degree in Botany.
Faculty Member at University of Colombo was her first job.
She served in University of Colombo until 1981 in the
capacities of temporary Assistant Lecturer, Probationary
Assistant Lecturer, Lecturer and Senior Lecturer in the
Department of Botany. She directed all teaching and research
activities in the field of Plant Pathology, Microbiology and
Plant Virology.

She was responsible for the development of the Syllabus and
the conduct of M.Sc. Plant Pathology Course in the
Department of Botany.

Besides being a permanent staff member at the different
Universities in University System she also served as Visiting
Lecturer in Microbiology/Plant Pathology/Virology at the
following Universities:

University of Colombo,

University of Peradeniya,

Sri Jayawardhanepura University,

University of Kelaniya,

University of Jaffna and

Post-Graduate Institute of Agriculture
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She has to her credit merit awards.

“Long service Award” for 30 years meritorious service in the
University System of Sri Lanka — Awarded by the Open
University of Sri Lanka.

“Woman of Achievement — Science and Technology” 2000 —
Awarded by the Zonta Club, Sri Lanka Branch; July 2000.

“Woman of the Year — 2000 - Awarded by the American
Biographical Institute: August 2000.

She had attended many conferences/visits abroad.

Her contribution to organisation of  major
conferences/workshops in Sri Lanka was enormous.

CURRENT PROFESSIONAL
POSITIONS/ATTACHMENTS

*Chairperson, Council of The Open University of Sri Lanka

*Member, Board of Management, National Science
Foundation, Colombo

*Member, Audit and Management Committee — National
Science Foundation

*Member, Committee of Vice Chancellors and Directors

*Member, Council of the Sri Lanka Association for the
Advancement of Science

*Member, Project Technical Advisory Committee, Science and
Technology Personnel Development Project

*Member, University Grants Commission Standing Committec
on External Degrees and Distance Education

*Member, Panel of Curriculum and examination, A/L Biology

*Member, Western Province Advisory Council on
Popularisation of Science and Technology
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*Chairperson, Science Education Committee of the Sri Lanka
Association for the Advancement of Science (SLAAS)

*Member, International Publications Advisory Board of the
Commonwealth of Learning, Canada

PEVIOUS PROFESSIONAL
POSITIONS/ATTACHMENTS

She had held several positions in Sri Lanka Association for the
Advancement of Science (SLAAS), Natural Resources Energy
and Science Authority, UNESCO, UGC/Other Universities,
Central Environmental Authority, Institute of Biology,
Academic Council of the Institute of Fundamental Studies and
Sri Lanka Red Cross Saciety

She was also the General President, Sri Lanka Association for
the Advancement of Science for 1999

CONSULTANCY ASSIGNMENTS

She has been involved in more than 10 Consultancy
Assignments.

CURRENT RESEARCH

Preparation of Hand Books to the identification of fungi of Sni
Lanka sponsored by UNESCO/MAB and published by Natural
Resources Energy and Science Authority of Sr Lanka
(NARESA), 1981 to date. In preparation -~ Hand book on the
myxomycetes of Sri Lanka. 5 books in this series have already
been published by NARESA.

Research in Distance Education monitoring and researching
into improving of the effectiveness learning methodology
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Directing Post Graduate research in Soil Biology, in
muliimedia courseware for Distant ]_earners.

PUBLICATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS
She has over 25 publications and communications to her credit.
INTEREST OTHER THAN UNIVERSITY RELATED

Popularisation of Science and dissemination of Scientific
knowledge to lay public and school students across the island —
Under the popularisation of Science through Sri Lanka
Association for the Advancement of Science.

Enhancing the capability of A/L school teachers and students
island-wide on handling science projects. This is an important
part of the new educational reforms. This is effected through
the Science Education Project of the Sri Lanka Association for
the Advancement of Science.

Training of Women in Higher Education and Management in
Universitics: She was a participant at a trainers (training
programs in 1999 organized by the University Grants
Commission and sponsored by the Association of
Commonwealth Universities. Seminars are held at universities
to enhance the capabilities of women.

Involved with general scientific issues for national
development: identifying issues, directing and monitoring
resecarch by being associated with National Science
Foundation, Sri Lanka Association for the Advancement of
Science and National Science and Technology Commission.

JHLC-OGA-COLOMBO | Photograph: Front inner cover
30.06.2001
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When I reflect

How my life was spent

These six decades

I must confess — they

were fruitful; in case

I meet the pilot face to face

I can smile and make Him smile
Complacently: For He knows
That I care for fellow men-

I served them well and now
Having reached the last lap
of my life- I continue the race
to the finish~

Then He will hold me-

At the finishing line-

And put my name in the list
of those who loved Humanity

By
Thilaka Wijeyaratnam

R R R R R R N R N R R R N R R R N L

L ARERFARAARIAARRERARAREAEEANRERAREREENAAANIRRNAERENNSIANSERH S B

TR SSRP AT NIRRT EP SRR SRS

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



umkp @D@ _. m&aﬂ”&)@)w

UsDLpW  LOT6Ielih6T & hidhLD
Q&I (LPLOL|SHEEm6NT
eJImbd el (2000) b

29.01.2000 Q&TL &S0 03.02.2001 6UeOIWLD

FhoSHd Qoreis oAbl Ounmeal L lh 2000
@etl(h sgeeuf g 290 Hoad a&n@mu 4, Qeonpeien
fd 7Y @esssded @@&gm SIeveUE  LOEIL. LIghgTed
LTV amé}an@u&rﬁ mn@sa E@m@mﬂm msmz..@ummg]
BEo L 285D 15 Sriessansen sepsLal S @b

Lbl_l_lLl q,scmg.e:r ufu Prensdsens Udewmant 6@fe;
et L g

BLTaess T - Fomungd sﬁsurr ;brr&.u@ﬁ‘e:rm
- Fowgd yesnd aliigoestuih

ogfe] OFluiLLL Blansseu
soeoal - Qseal spoETMmUME BTSN
o_LighenevalTasean - Fougd SUTHS scdaupMuSD

- Fmwd oLt ShpsTd

- Fougd unBuedel &S HIEIHSHS

LIS 6) & LeoTenT - Fowgd Faisnd SbUeoeITET

2 salde)FueoTaTae

Sougd afoeon wexfauns s
~ Hmug Heomeud alfsfmsesd

’Turr@ammrr 2 5‘@:.05’ cou.?unm afeona L anemen
2 FallIE)UnmenTenT e Bl @Loeroeulf  Limev&fmisLn

olaham Foundatlon
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



20

Pranrssguelorn  —
So0S B MenGHSa
eFeoal Epnatevsslf Umeshissin
Fowsd saeud SISl axln
Sowgd eprdaeveut gpnar®s&Enn
Fowgd phSel Gursear
Fmngd prezaveuf sarssoU
Sowsd ganssud BSFUTSTHSET
FHwd wevalaEr8mal SreamLeneT
Sows Gugsiont sPienopraer
Fmng? BsMoenTOUTeT G)&edeunSSarn
Fong sHFucogpll Paiedmimin
Fmngd WBaMIEhs’ T FeunalhbEHIns T
Fowogd Snsupeaiet SPalligsres
o SnSinedt Buabsmb
oFeoal Seineor atLigwexfuin
Fapngd elwan! BseuBsarnasus
SHaplog Q);i?uun@w ﬁé@mmn@eﬁr
Fmgdd Lhonoed aaefuBssnn
PoWS Peosn afguigPan
Fows yeuBareeur! BUnSeSHELD

saus@l UfGsngsl - SGaasedlel gL osTouah,
FmlLL ebsajetaen, 16-B, Schofield Place, @anqpiby
3

O m@_m dexm@m esuama FELODBamD el@ish
£monerin sr@;::_r;@ﬁ;rrm

I enmaaan m@mﬂ@u@ fB@aﬁu& &e.)@rrrf‘umasg
:au@mﬁ@m diLE - @ AFDS S HeO@EBLITET
Seunsefar 2 Falanu Ibrr(g@surrm aars FnonefF@sma. Lk
Beugmpw S RIET RSN 2 _fu SiBsnfeef_ b
eI®N(hHSienBanmid.

2. Upl eu®L ledey aﬁmu@esr @@m@ OFUDEO — MarTed
SHaTTSSBUIRLITS SITERAMISETED LSS Liafeoane.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



21

3 SRS SMSSHTAUTSEESS &Fphs scefondsdfar
affejonsea PapSSE - PO OO LOSLI
ogunpsrnasag (Psychologist) waBamiuey FFeos
wop Ul em  Gempeunfanpgibie  Cslugrss
FHaneoas S eI SZia LD &eo HaliSsRLTS
SNISABISEE LSS Uafebanso.

4. ogMss Bbs <S(dh @M Swedmha UL Sm(Hb
amea’ (overhead projector) 21b @@ eWssd UL &ML (hb
smef (slide projector) 210 emeE @gylyes -
Buedmnbz UL &ni(hih @aef (overhead projector) eunmiss
egylnief GLmb euwsHs b (i sme’ (slide
projector) @ergyn Sigy LefeOa6v.

6. eenaEpliiile Gseomar eumsiisd PO UMEF S BT DDSBD
Frig. - 88 BT HOLWDULHGSLILL afedaney.

5. @uswens ShEe asOgMtees Csdy MG
OTEEETSBEHL Gl HDLIDD  BODHSI @fa; e (b
Bsamauanl G&FLIZ.

Fowng suimd aveons L sanamia @umma“u&a:ms\, 2000
gt ouligesf ongio 13 Hagh @nu&m;yﬁ‘p@m
wnevew  3.30 wetee Suoeonevat  @IbSHIS  Seogymt
afhfses Osap SFPOONE PR  LoTEeIHL &l
maa;b@@umm. m;b@g.m.b o Uaevasdt | U
srﬁ‘rrurrrr&d‘mrm&»m emnugl @m@ @Mm&a@ a‘a:
DRSFHTEUTHE 6 ST NFF LSBT @aexm] mnmmn&;@b@@af
Geeomey OQsUSprima e Afbs  Ssejn LL&pss
SignL_SBPpLD.

sHeSFE  BLUY gauged DPOLOUDD CSLDSWS
sl L mieen —

FoZ B o aga)

25.03.2000 | 24, 1e6> IBa@iab g, GBI 3 10

20.05.2000 | Slaveld WKL LD 75 6)eopelay &l )BT 4 | 10

15.07.2000 FreVaIs WL LID 75 Geonmaiay algd ey 4 | 10

24.00.2000 | Fpavaid LGDILLID 75 6eonDaia aid o)y 4 | 12

04.11.2000 Fravald’ WL LID 75 Qeonmeaad aldd eonugoy 4 | 14

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




22

Guedmbay LL1b sml(hh swmed (overhead projector)
Model - ELMO HP 28505

Make/Origin — Elmo/Japan,

e@ipin 1 packet Transparency wio

Ceylon Business Appliances Ltd., 112, Reid Avenue, Colombo
4 @b @mbz ounr 34,475/63 Qanhdmie C@mHecel
oslGzmnh @epep S S Enterprises, 220, Keyser Street,
Colombo 11 gpecth emiiaeh eebgyTfeE 20.08.2000 SED
gyt eveugBHmn.
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@mmngu ulp.meo 0 5‘@;{ (screen) ,@@E@ne& UL_LD
s (hashe 2efuns Bmaeh eer ST oataltgsn.

ceT@a [prmiser @b Tripod Stand Screen,
Model — Apollo,
Type - Tripod,
Manufacturer — Apollo Presentation Products, USA,
Features — Heavy gauge extruded aluminium legs,
Camlok roller system,
Black masking borders,
Patented toe release,
Size — 70" x 70”

Ceylon Business Appliances Ltd., 112, Reid Avenue, Colombo
4 @b @mbzm @un 8,707/50 Ganphege Osraeaie
oslBsnh Seogun S S Enterpnses, 220, Keyser Street,
Colombo 11 epevih embiemen @eogufe@ 19.12.2000 @D
Sgylnt epeuBBHIn.
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