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My appa was a humble, soft spoken quiet person. He was a
dedicated devoted father. It is difficult to evaluate his wonderful
service to the family and friends in a few words. He was a greatman
who was always willing to give service in cash or kind. He will even

go out of his way to help anybody.

I am deeply indebted to my appa for his distinguished services.
He educated me and got a good job in the bank and settled me. He
was a fountain of love, and the man behind my success story and

my achievements.

He is very humble and never got angry or raised his voice
with anger. He accepted and settled his problems silently.

I am very sad and I will always remember my appa with
gratitude. Although appa is physically not with us, his spirit will
continue to guide us, his grand children and indeed the future

generations of our family.
May his soul rest in peace.

Sadly missed but fondly remembered,
daughter,
Suven.
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Dear Appa....

It was your hands that patted me-

When I was crying in your hands as a Child,

It was your smile that made me laugh,

It was your words that inspired me to live life as it should be,

It was your deeds that made me to do small things ina great way,

It was your legs that guided me towards the path of righteousness,
It was you who gave me the courage to stand up and face the world
like a Man,

You gave your shoulders when I was grieved by mother’s death...
You were not only a father,

But also a friend, a philosopher, a guide...

You were the spirit of my life,

And still you are, My Dearest you are...

We were sharing and caring for each other,

Though you are not with us today,

Your footprints are still there in all our minds....

Butnow....

With a broken heart I’'m searching every where...
Where are the hands that hugged me?

When can I hear those kind words again?

Who else will call me “Son” with love and compassion?
Turned into ashes?

Went back to mother Earth?

Leaving all alone,

And leaving behind an unspoken truth...

“From dust thou art, to dust returnest

At the end we are all equal made!”

May your soul rest in peace!

Ohin Shanthi! Shanthi! Shanthi!

Beloved Son,

Suresh
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My dearest Mama,

I stepped into the house as a daughter-in-law,
But you treated me as your daughter,
Rendering love and kindness-

As a flower spreading its fragrance,

Service to man is worship to God,

You stood as a typical example.

Serving all with cheer and pleasure-

As a bird sings for the others,

Praised by all and pitied by none,

Dressed prim and properly,

We all miss you so much,

Wherever you are our love to you will never perish,
We all pray for you,

May peace be unto you!

Loving daughter-in-law,

Brinda.
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OUR LOVING GREATEST AMMAFFA

Our Ammappa was a kind funloving person. You
supported us when ever we needed you, you were very
supportive. You used to eat a lot of sweets and apples.

When we came down for the vacations from Malawi
you played cricket with us, as you are deeply interested in
keeping us happy and gay. Everymonth end for the Sai Baba
Bajan which is held at Kathiresan Hall, you took us to it and
led us to the path to the religious life.

When we wished you for your 70th birthday ammappa
you asked whether we are coming this year. We regret for
not coming and wishing'you personally. If we knew you are
not going to celebrate any more birthdays, we would have
come to wish you personally.

You were always ready to entertain us, help us and
advice us. You never hurt our feelings but at the same time
you were strict. Our love for you rose up in heaps and bounds
to see your caring nature. We don’t think we can express all
about you in words.

Ammappa we miss you a lot and we WI" always
remember you with gratitude.

From your loving

grand children
Barathan, Thushi and,
Lavenlya, Malawi.
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Anandarajah Coomaraswamy
My Beloved Brother

He was born on 29th October 1936 at Matara. He was the
last child for my parents, who had 3 daughters and 2 sons.

My brother received his education at Royal College, Colombo
and as he did not show interest in persuing higher education he joined
the Bank of Ceylon in the mid 50s. Later while in service he realised
the value of higher education and that he should develop his career.
Hence by taking up the relevant banking exams, he got gradually
promoted and served as Manager of some Branches, District Man-
ager for Kegalle, Operations Manager for the Eastern Province and
finally as a Chief Manager, Bank of Ceylon Properties and Pro-
curement Department at Colombo which was a post just below an
AGM’s Post.

He was always a quiet, soft spoken and a conscientious
worker. Where he served he was liked by the staff. He was a punc-
tual and committed officer who worked for long hours. He was
very generous in helping one and all financially and otherwise.

He was very close to his family of two children. He lost his
wife in 1998, Since then he lived by himself at the flat in Bambalapitiya
not wanting to burden his children.

After retirement he devoted most of his time for religious and
social work. He was an ardent Sai Devotee. He even went to the
extent of neglecting his health for engaging himself in the activities of
the Sai movement. He was also working for the Kathiresan Temple
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at Bamalapitiya for long hours attending to the management matters
and was very popular with the management.

Although I was elder to him he gave me a lot of moral sup-
port. We have spent some evenings at our home particularly on
days when I had to be alone in the house. It was a routine for me to
meet him and have a chat at the Kathiresan Temple when I visited
the temple every Fridays. This has left a void in me. I find it difficult

to accept that he is no more.

We all will miss him but memories shall live in our hearts for

ever.
May his soul rest in peace.

Loving Brother
Nadarajah Coomaraswamy
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MEMORIES OF OUR THAMBY

It is with great sadness and a heavy heart | write these
words about the memories of my brother. He is the youngest
and the pet of the five siblings in our family .| was close and
grew up with my two brothers as my sisters left home after
marriage.

My parents sent Thamby and | to Colombo to pursue
our studies . Thamby entered Royal College Colombo and |
studied at Methodist College Colombo. We were boarded
in a house. It is at this time our bond was greatest as we
were away from home. | being an elder sister | had to take
good care of him and | also helped him with his studies.

Thamby was a person who never complained nor
shared his problems. He was a man of few words and
always kept a low profile, yet he was ever ready to help a
person in need. He was soft spoken and never have | heard
him utter a harsh word.

He lost his wife just after retirement and lived by himself
and never wanted to inconvenience his two children. After
retirement he devoted his time doing social service with
the Sai group visiting hospitals and homes, doing service
to the poor and the needy. He was also involved in
community service.

His sudden serious illness devastated all of us .| always
kept in touch calling him from Singapore, to give him medical
advice and console him .He fought his illness with courage
and hope.

| am glad that | was able to visit him during his last
days in hospital and be at his bed side talking to him. | am
happy that | gave all the moral support he needed.

They who think that you are gone, Because no more,
your face they see, Are wrong - for in our hearts you live;
And always will, in memory.

May his soul rest in peace .

Ever Loving Acca
oigiized by oM@ahes Nadarajah (Singapore)
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MR ANANDARAJAH COOMARASAMY, fondly
known as Annan to many of us is a well known member in
our circles. He was born In Matara on 29" October in 1936
. His early life was spent in Colombo but he had a great
passion and drive to study and to be somebody. He
succeeded to become a banker. Annan married Jayaveni
Mailvaganampillai in 1967. They had two beautiful children,
Suvendri\and Suresh and were blessed with four
grandchildren.

He encouraged his children to excel in their studies
and to be upright members of the community at all times.
Mr Anandarajah was well loved by all who knew him. His
gentle ways and soft spoken nature endeared him to me
and to many others both near and far. He was indeed a
source of inspiration for many of us. To his relatives he has
always been kind and unassuming, a situation some took
advantage of.

He on the other hand had no harsh words for anyone.
His simple principle in life was to give and to love those
around him. A calm and controlled man he used to advise
his younger relatives to do so much with their lives. He never
wanted to be a burden to anyone and to this end he
maintained his efforts to stay by himself after the children
got married. My dear annan, you will be greatly missed by
all who truly knew you.

May you rest in peace.

Thavalingam
(Brother in law)
Malaysia.
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| have met my beloved cousin & “athan” only on about
five occasions. Yet, he left a profound impression on me. He
was generally a quiet person but that did not mean that he was
uncommunicative. We used to have interesting and stimulating
conversations. | found him to be a simple, humble and warm
person with a positive outlook on life. | shall always cherish the
memories of my times with him. All of us here will miss him.
May he rest in peace.

Thavasothy Mailvaganam Pillai
(Brother In Law)
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It has been a great blessing to have such a good and support-
ive uncle in my life. Sinna Mama, as I calied him, was one of the
most loving human beings I have ever known. Some of the great
lessons Sinna Mama taught me in life include working hard, enjoy-
ing life, and staying connected and close with family.

My mother (his eldest sister) once told me that on the evening
of my birth, Sinna Mama was very happy and excited about the
birth of his first nephew. I can still remember when I joined Royal
Primary School in 1955 for my first year of kindergarten, Sinna
Mama was finishing his school career at Royal and always made a
point of looking after me during his last year at school.

My mother passed away suddenly at the age of thirty-seven
and I can remember how sad Sinna Mama was at the time, and
how supportive of me he has been since then.

Even though I am finding it difficult to accept that Sinna Mama
is no longer with us,  am very grateful for the time I spent with him
in Sri Lanka. The loss of Sinna Mama will never be replaced, and
will remember him always.

Asokan
Sydney, Australia._
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Dearest Sinna Mama,

Your sudden demise has caused immense sorrow to all those
who crossed your lovely path of life. You lived a simple but caring
life. You have always been helpful to all needy people.

I fondly remember you while we all stayed together during
my Childhood, Very often you brought sweets and gifts when re-
turning after work. I still remember the short stories which you nar-
rated to us.

As I grew up and began to have my own family, you have .
always been in touch. I remember the occasions you treated us with
lunch or dinner.

Your Wife, Children, In-laws, Grand Children and all your
relatives will cherish your memories. During the latter stage of your
life after aunty left us, you prefered an independent life, in order not
to place burden on others, although they were eager to be of help to
you. You spent most of your time to temple work and you were a
dedicated “Sai” devotee. Let your life be an example and light to
your generation May your good deeds take you to eternal bliss.

Your loving niece,

Sumathi.
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A TRIBUTE FOR SITHAPPA

This tribute is in remembrance of Sithappa, a special
person who will remain in our hearts forever. The shock of our
sudden loss has been made greater by the fact that Sithappa
was still active and left us so unexpectedly. We hope that
wherever he is, he has found deep and profound peace.

Sithappa was a warm and loving individual who strived
to help others without expecting anything in return. He had a
long and successful career as the Chief Manager at the Bank
of Ceylon. Despite this, Sithappa never lost sight of his strong
devotion to his faith and beliefs.

He dedicated countless hours to volunteering efforts and
helping the needy and his good deeds did not go unnoticed.
Silhappa was deeply involved with the Sathya Sai Baba
organization and the Wellawatte Pillayaar temple. He was a
simple man of honesty and integrity.

Sithappa’s passing away was not only a devastating
loss to his family and friends, but also to his community and
many people he touched in his life.

May his spirit rest in peace in the presence of God.

Sasi,-Sivakolunthu,
Duwara a & Kiruthiga
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A Memorial Comment for Anandarajah
Coomaraswamy

My family and | are saddened by the untimely passing
away of my sinnanai (my mother’s eldest sister’s youngest
son). The news of his demise is something not easily
consolable.

Inevitably over the recent days since hearing that he
had left us, | have found my mind rolling back over the years
to the past of our childhood and youth. | looked up to him as
one wiser and more knowing the world, | can recall many
cheerful, enjoyable times which we spent together in
Colombo and Jaffna. Other briefer intervals we shared also
in Singapore and Malaysia. During those days in Colombo
we would visit the vesak festival and Vel Thiruvila. It was
great fun to accompany him to Dehiwela zoo, to spend an
afternoon at the movies. So many fascinating places; so
many wonderful memories.

But there were serious matters too. When | was still
young, he was there to give me guidance and
encouragement. When | set out in 1968 to the United
Kingdom where | was to commence studies, he understood
perfectly that | needed to present myself in this new place
with dignity and proper degree of respectability. Thus it was
that, before my departure, he presented me with my very
first suit, a splendid gifty boosting my eonfidence. Throughout

dham.org | aav



my time as a student in England we maintained a regular
correspondence and this too was supportive for | was far
from home and family.

His support was in fact true and consistent throughout
his lifetime. Not only for myself but later for my wife and
children also. On visits back to Sri Lanka from overseas he
was always certain to receive them kindly and ensure that
their stay in Colombo was enjoyable.

He touched all of our lives with warmth and loving
heart. He turned to a more spiritual direction, deciding to
follow in the path of Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba. He
also devoted considerable amount of time in helping the
needy.

We miss him. | miss him. My one consolation lies in
these lovely memories. | count myself most fortunate to have
known him, to have shared a part of my life with him. I will
always treasure those times and the recollections of them.

May his Athma attain everlasting peace. May his Athma
merge with the Almighty God.

Rajadurai Ganeswaran
Perth, Australia.
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Coomarasamy and I as children were classmates at Royal Prepara-
tory school until 1946. With the introduction of Free Education and
implementation of the National Language we were divided and put
into the Sinhala, Tamil and English classes in the 4th standard.

In 1948 when having passed the entrance examination to Royal
College we all re-united back again in the first form (sixth standard)
at Royal in the English Medium. I remember him as a quite well-
mannered friend being gentlemanly even whilst travelling in the school
bus where the exuberance of youth eclipses gentlemanliness.

Having left-College whilst I was already working at the Exchange
Control Dept. I went to hand over my letter declining employment
at the Bank of Ceylon Colombo in 1958 October. It was
Ceomarasamy whom I was happy to meet, who came to the en-
trance of his office in the Personnel Dept. and accepted my letter
with lots of affection after having met for the first time since we left
school.

His gentlemanliness, high integrity, devotion and hard work made
him rise from being a Clerical Assistant in 1958 to the loftiness of
being the Chief Manager, Bank of Ceylon Colombo at the time of
his retirement in October 1996. Incidentally, when I met him at our
48 Group annual get-together he told me very humbly he was the
Regional Manager Bank of Ceylon Kegalle at that time.

Alter his retirement he very unfortunately lost his wife Jeyawerni in
1998.

Toovercome his loneliness he had a stint at K G Industries and later
as Accountant at the New Kathiresan Temple.

He leaves behind his daughter Swendrini and son Suresh a banker
life his father.

May he rest in peace.

AlHaj M N A Cader
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APPRECIATION

It is very rare to find an average fair person in the
present society. At this juncture we have to remember late
Mr. A. Coomaraswamy, a kind hearted gentleman who
passed away on 03.05.2007 at the age of 70 years. Mr
Coomaraswamy has come from a well recognized
respectable Hindu family and was educated continuously
at Royal College in Colombo from the primaryto HS C
standard. Then he joined the Bank of Ceylon and gradually
got promoted and served as Manager, Central Road Branch,
Moneragala Branch, District Manager for Kegalle District,
Operations Manager for Eastern Province and Chief
Manager, Bank of Ceylon Properties and Procurement
Department.

| got the opportunity to work with him as am Accounting
Officer at Eastern Province Office when he was the
Operations Manager for a period of 5 years from 1987 to
1992. During this period | have seen him as a leader,
counselor; friend, teacher, social worker, father etc, the
qualities more than a Manager has to possess.

There are a handful of Officers who have worked to
build the image of Bank of Ceylon and its image without
any expectations. Mr. Coomaraswamy was one of them who
served BOC honestly and sincerely with dedication for its
growth and reputation.

These are not only my views or opinions, but also
what | have heard from my other colleagues pointing out
that “He is the only person in BOC, we can call as SirHe is
agemof aman, He is a thorough Gentleman” etc.
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I recall my memory and | feel that it is relevant to point
it out here an incident that has taken place when
Mr.Coomaraswamy was Operations Manager, Bank of
Ceylon, Eastern Province.

Late Mr. Athulathmudali was the Minitster of National
Security, a powerful senior minister in the UNP. Government,
Mr. Coomaraswamy was the classmate and studied with
him at Royal College from his childhood upto HS C. Mr
Coomaraswamy and Mr. Athulathmudali were meeting
together annually at the occasion of their Old Royal
Classmates Association. He had personal contact with Mr.
Athulathmudali. When Mr. Coomaraswamy was appearing
for the interview for the post of Asst. General Manager, |
suggested him to put a word to his friend Mr. Athulathmudali.
But he did not want to do this and told me it is not proper.
Few years back | have seen Mr Coomarasamy’s photograph
in the Daily News paper giving his last respect to Mr
Athulathmudali representing their old Royal Classmates at
his funeral.

Mr. Coomaraswamy is a person who was not harmful
even to his enemies. Some people have made use of his
kindness and honesty as his weakness and done heavy
damages to him.It is not easy to get a person in Mr
Coomaraswamy’s caliber.

| pray Lord Ganapathy for him to attain Mortshum.

S. Keerthiseelan

Manager (Credit)

BOC Eastern Province Office,
York Street,

Colombo 01.
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The New Kathiresan Temple

New Kathiresan Hall 339, Galle Road,

T.Phone : 2583388 Colombo 4,

T.Phone Office : 2589210 Sri Lanka.
08-05-07
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Srimerh.
Dr. S. Subramaniyam Chetiar J.P
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