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Break, break, break,

On thy cold gray stones, O Sea!

And | would that my tongue could utter

The thoughts that arise in me.

Break, break, break
At the foot of thy crags, O Sea!
But the tender grace of a day that is dead

Will never come back to me.
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LIFE HISTORY OF BAHEERATHY RESHEKARON

Cprarfli 1ys6pr® Gsrsrmys - 236 Thirukkural
(Thondrin Pugazhodu Thondruga)

As per the Saint Valluvar’s words, Baheerathy lived an
illustrious life radiating her cheerful and kind ways to all
who were a part of her life,

Bahee was born on the 22" of July 1964 in Aathi
Myliddy (ancient Myliddy) in the Jaffna peninsula in Sri
Lanka into a respectable and well-to-do family, which
had contributed tremendously to the social betterment of
the locals of that area.

Bahee’s  father, Subramaniam  Ponnuthurai of
Karukampanai, belonged to an esteemed family from the
lineage of Thandikai Kanakaraja Mudali and of Mylai
Narasinha Devan Mudali. Bahee’s father's family
achieved fame because of their contribution to various
philanthropic causes. Bahee’s mother, Naguleswary
Ponnuthurai nee Vaithiyanathan, hailed from an equally
honourable family from Irupalai Kulaveerasinga
Mudali’s family. Her grandfather, Nannithamby was the
village headman for Myliddy. For generations, Bahee’s
mother’s family have also been the Trustees of the
famous Naguleswaram Temple in Keerimalai and are
hereditary hosts of the annual flag raising ceremony.
Naguleswaram is a renowned temple and one of the five
[shwarams in Sri Lanka dedicated to Lord Shiva from
time immemorial.
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» Naguleswary was known for her beauty and, gentle and
skind-hearted nature. Ponnuthurai exhibited strong <

%— i

qualities such as willpower, confidence and resilience.
Bahee inherited both parents’ virtues and had a
personality of equanimity.

Following their wedding, Bahee's parents moved to
‘Nakkattiyaudai’ estate in Myliddy, where they lived a
life of contentment with name and fame. The couple
were blessed with two children: a boy Vigneswaran born
in 1962 and a girl, Bahee in 1964. The children grew up as
a beacon of hope for their parents but unfortunately,
their mother was not there to see her children blossom
into adults. Bahee lost her mother at the tender age of
four. Her father refused to remarry despite pressure
from family members, claiming that his wife had given
him a lifetime of happiness. He dedicated the rest of his
life to Vicky and Bahee and passed away in August 2009
in London, after fulfilling his duties to both his children.

Bahee faced many challenges growing up in the
traditional village of Myliddy as a motherless girl.
Nevertheless, she faced them unflinchingly. She was
burdened with playing the role of a woman in the
absence of her mother in tendering to the household
needs. She was a loving daughter and an affectionate
sister. As a young girl, Bahee was innocent, kind and
caring, which made Bahee’s relatives and neighbours
fond of her. She would often be invited to their houses
for feasts on special occasions. However, Bahee would
decline these invitations when they were not extended to
her father and brother and cheerfully enjoy the mediocre
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Bahee concluded her primary school education at
Kalaimagal Vidyalayam and went on to Mahajana
College tor her secondary education, where she not only
excelled academically but also in extra-curricular
activities. She took part in various athletic events and
held positions of responsibility as Deputy President of
the Hindu Society, Secretary of the GCE A Level Union,
Captain of Thuraivappa House and member of the
Prefect Guild. She also won many class prizes and
successfully carried herself onto university. Recognising
her educational talents, the Sri Lankan Government
awarded Bahee the Mahapola Scholarship, which is only
granted to students who achieve the highest marks
nationally

In 1983 Bahee gained admission to the University of
Jaffna to read Economics. Whilst at university, she
captained the girls” hockev team. At the time, the Hindu
students did not have a voice as the Hindu Union had
been defunct for 15 vears. However, Bahee with the
support of a few fellow students and professor
Balasundarampillai, revived the Hindu Students Union
to its former glorv.

At university, Bahee was admired bv many for her
beauty, talent and amiability as remembered by some of
her contemporaries in their tributes. However, it was
Reshekaron who managed to win her over during her
second year at university.
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Reshe hails from a well-known and respectable Catholic ¥
Asfamily in Ilavalai. His father, Ratnasingam James <A\
Jayaratnam, worked as an Excise Inspector for the Sri
Lankan government. After resigning from the
Department of Excise, he joined the Survey Department
and held the position of Assistant Superintendent of
Survey. He later worked abroad in Saudi Arabia for the
internationally renowned company, ARAMCO as a
Senior Surveyor Technologist and in Bahrain as a Senior
Surveyor Consultant for the Ministry of Housing.
Reshe’s mother, Rani Sathiyawathy Jayaratnam nee
Amirthanayagam, worked as an English teacher at
Tlavalai Holy Family Convent until her marriage.

Coming from a traditional Hindu family in which “love
marriages” were frowned upon, Bahee was bold enough
to choose Reshe, a Christian, as her life partner, at a time
when inter-religious marriages were not welcome in
Jaffna. When Reshe sought Bahee’s hand in marriage, her
father accepted their union without hesitation,
requesting Reshe to take good care of his daughter, who
had been brought up without a mother. Bahee and her
father thus proved to be ahead of their time by showing
that the sanctity of one’s faith never lies in sectarian
dogmatism but in love and unity.

During the mid-1980s, Bahee immensely relished her
time with her betrothed, Reshe, travelling far and wide
outside the Jaffna peninsula to other parts of Sri Lanka
such as Colombo and Kandy, undergoing novel and
exciting experiences. In 1985, she also made her first visit
abroad with Reshe to Chennai in India, where her
brother was studying at the time. Throughout her life,
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BahE‘o fondly recalled this period and would repeatedly

narrate stories of her “adventures” with Reshe, to their«
thla, Chrishni.

The couple’s devotion and understanding for one
another became clear through the respect they shared for
cach other’s religions. Thev had a tacit understanding
that one should not unduly influence the other and took
a solemn pledge to teach their future children about both
faiths. Out of respect for one another, the young couple
visited both temples and churches. During this time,
Bahee became very intrigued and interested in
Christianity. She delved herself into biblical stories and
other Christian writings. With the passage of time, Bahee
became drawn to the Christian faith, which led to her
baptism later in life.

Bahee and Reshe entered into holy matrimony on the 01*
of July 1987. Despite facing many challenges and rigours
in life, the couple conquered them through their love,
devotion, respect and understanding for one another.
Bahee’s love for Reshe was unquestionable and
relentless. She was an affectionate, dedicated and
supportive wife, who always put his needs above hers
and remained committed to him regardless of any trials
or tribulations. Bahee and Reshe set a great example as a
couple for their daughter, Chrishni, as well as other
younger relatives, as eulogised by Sathi, Reshe’s younger
brother.

In 1988, Bahee relocated to Oman, where her husband
was working. Bahee enjoved the formative years in
Oman as she was footloose and fancy-free. She lived as

i
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v part of an extended family with her husband’s two
. brothers, Jena and Sathi, and sister-in-law, Suby. Bahee
7% often remembered the time spent with her relatives
R fondly. Having come from a small family of three, Bahee
was delighted to be married into a big family. During the
early vears of their marriage, Reshe and Bahee had a
vibrant social life. She was well known for being a warm
and hospitable host and an excellent cook. Tributes from
personage from various walks of life extoll these virtues
of Bahee, some of which has been included in this
booklet.

Bahee’s carefree and unconstrained life changed when,
Reshe and Bahee’s only daughter, Chrishni, was born in
September 1989. Following the arrival of her daughter,
Bahee took on the role of a mother with excitement,
dedication and commitment. Bahee doted on Chrishni.
Being academically orientated, Bahee spotted and
discerned certain qualities in Chrishni as a child and it
became Bahee and Reshe’s wish that their daughter,
when she grows up, becomes a lawyer. To this end,
Bahee and Reshe persevered, made sacrifices and
worked hard to guide and encourage Chrishni to take to
law, which she did by reading Law at Queen Mary,
University of London. As Chrishni was growing up,
Bahee maintained a cordial relationship with her
daughter. The mother and daughter were the best of
friends but Bahee was firm and strict when required.
Bahee taught Chrishni the importance of good and
ethical behaviour and took pride and joy in the resultant
independent, strong and moral woman that Chrishni had
become.
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IeaL_her at Mcldrasathu] Ameer Ahmed. [n addl‘uon to
teaching, she showed her capacity for initiative and
organisation in relation to several extracurricular
activities and projects. She also helped her students
achieve the 27 prize in the national annual inter-school
Economics Competition in 1997. The Tribute paid by Mr.
Hamdun A Hameed (Ambassador of the Republic of the
Maldives to Singapore & Former Principal of Madrasathul
Ameer Ahmed School) amply testifies to her service as a
Teacher.

In 1999, Bahee moved to India with her daughter to
impart a Tamil cultural way of life, whilst Reshe moved
to Germany. This clearly showed her natural love for her
language and culture, which she didn’t want her child to
miss out on. Bahee's father, Ponnuthurai, lived with his
daughter and granddaughter assisting them in the
absence of her husband. Whilst in India, Bahee also
pursued a masters degree course at Annamalai
University.

In 2002 Bahee and Chrishni joined Reshe in Germany,
where Bahee once again took to teaching. Bahee was
emploved by Agape International Academy to teach
Mathematics and Economics to higher secondary
students. Agape International Academy is an American
School on the American Army Base in Rammstein,
Germany and it is to Bahee's credit that she was the first
non-American teacher to be emploved by the school.
During this time, Bahee along with a few other Tamils,
promoted public awareness about the plight of Tamils
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; hvmg in 5Sri Lanka and was involved in the mltlatmn of
/ 2
4. projects for the betterment of Sri Lankan Tamils affected »&\

by the civil war and tsunami. The head of the Elijah’s
Bread Ministries, Bishop ] Alan Neal (former Colonel of the
US Army), in his tribute affirms Bahee’s quality and
commitment as a teacher in this school.

The Reshekarons moved to Great Britain in 2005
primarily for the benefit of their daughter, Chrishni’s
education. In London, Bahee worked as an Accounts
Assistant for a brief period. She also continued her
service as a teacher by tutoring children primarily in
Mathematics and English. What initially began as tuition
for one child in the latter part of 2005, avalanched into a
prosperous business. Within a short period, she garnered
a reputation as a hardworking and motivating teacher
and commanded great respect from students and their
parents, as evidenced in the letter of eulogy penned bv
one of her students, Toby Cadilas. Through tuitions,
Bahee cultivated very strong ties with the Sri Lankan and
Asian Community. By the time Bahee ceased tutoring in
July 2016, she had become a prolific tutor, teaching more
than 70 students a week.

Fate took Bahee’s life in a different direction when she
was unexpectedly diagnosed with terminal cancer at a
relatively young age of 52. It was ironic that the
diagnosis was made on her birthday, the 22nd of July
2016.

Bahee found great happiness and pride in the way in
which her husband and daughter dutifullv and
affectionately cared for her during her iliness. They also
did everything within their power to provide the best
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treatment available in the country, whilst

s ka\ ing the ultimate fate of Bahee in the hands of the

Almighty God.

Throughout her fight against cancer, Bahee was seen
clutching her rosary most of the time and uttering the
Lord’s Praver She took great solace in the fa(t that
evervthing eventually Hau to be determined by Him.
Bahee was an ardent believer in the Holy Marv and had
previouslv on several occasions visited the Holy Marian
Shrines of Vailankanni in India and Lourdes in France.
Bahee may have inherited this devotion for Mother Mary
from her mother-in-law, who had a strong affinity for
Marv.

Despite her rapidlyv deteriorating condition and the
mvasive nature of the disease, which resulted in poor
111.obilit3-" and severe body pain, Bahee was determined
and resolute that she should undertake a pilgrimage to
Lourdes, which she did in lanuary 2017,

Bahee displaved great fortitude, valor and determination
durmg her last days. She was seifless in that her qualms
were never about her pain or survival but that she may
not be able to fulfil the remaining obligations to her
husband and daughter. Bahee was brave and stoic. Qut
of love for her husband and daughter, Bahee fought on
till the end with all the strength and courage that she
could muster.

Bahee passed away on the 13% of january 2017 at St
George’s Hospital in Tooting (London) surrounded by
tamily and friends. Quite uniquely before the God of
death arnved at her bedside, Bahee had defeated him by
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physical presence. Thus, although Bahee hoped for the
best, she was prepared for the inevitable.

Bahee was a loving wife, a devoted mother and a
compassionate human being. Although she only lived up
for two scores and twelve years, she achieved enormous
successes in her life and endeavoured to live her life to
the fullest. The well-attended and memorable funeral is a
testimony to her popularity and the esteem in which she
was held within her community.

In keeping with the saving ‘a life well remembered lasts
forever’, she lives on in the hearts of her loved ones.

*  BHILHMBEHETHHG THELEVSDI Q&ul s160T 131
SN 6)BISHHINS] LIS UBEMM GlauwunGs
sl sTFFFIIUeNS ol & FmboHGl.

* o BTN  FHEVBBGL ey HIL(.
FHevanTUD  [BIDUINL TGS,

*  FHTHMNE @60 BHIL 600 BHEVHI D 60016)]
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Thironelvely,

UNIVERSITY OF JAFENA SRI LANKA. falling

14,12, 2017
Dear Mr. Jay U Reshekaron

Reshekaron

The scholarship in memory of Mrs, Baheerathy Reshekaron.,
who was a student of the University of Jaffna (Reg. No.
83/A20) attached 1o the Faculty of Arts, 18 now established as
requested by you. The Umversity Senate at ils 427" meeting
held on 17.10.2017 approved the above scholarship with the
following criterta. -"For the student/students who gamed the
mghest GPA fmmmum 3.3) n the third vear ot the special
Degree 1 Economies™

The above scholarship will be awarded from this vear in the
memory of Mrs. Baheerathy Reshekaron.

Once again. we extend our deepest sympathies at your
ireparable loss while thanking vou for the interest shown
towards our students in the memory of your beloved wife Mrs.
Baheerathy Reshekaron.

S. K. Pirapakaran
Assistant Registrar
Academic Branch

%,
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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF

BINGAPORLE

A Tribute to Mrs, Baheerathy Reshekaron

[write this in fond memory of Mrs. Baheerathy Reshekaron, who was a teacher
al Madrasathul Ameer Ahmed in the Republic of Maldives, during my tenure as
the Principal of the school.

LDIVES

Mrs. Baheerathy was an Economics teacher between fanuary 1993 and Dlecember
1998, She was a compassionate and dedicated teacher. who tirelessly worked to
improve the educational standards of her students, enabling them towards
achisving their full potential

Inaddition to the curriculum, she encouraged her students to participate in extra-
curricular activities. Under her guidance and mentoring, her students won
second place n the annual inter-school Feanamics Competition in 1997, She also
organsed several projects and activitios for the enrichment of her students.

With true commitment to her profession, Mrs. Baheerathy took part in various
training programs throughout her lime at Ameer Ahmed, Notably, she
participated in the traiming program in Population Education for Seconda i
Higher Secondary School Teachers. facilitated by the Ministry of Fducation in
Noverber/ December 1935

Mrs. Baheerathy was an outstanding and inspiring teacher, She was energetic
and motivating, and was always cheerful and pleasant. Ller colleagues and
students deeply appreciated her, and in gratitude tor her valuable services
rendered towards the betterment of the schoal, she was awarded Cortificates of
Apprediation by the students and statt for wo consecutive vears - 1996 and 1997
- at the annual Teachiers’ Day Celebrations

She will always be remembered fondly by her colleagues, and her contributions
will be gratefully treasured by her students whose lives she touched and made
better,

On behalf of her colleagues and students at Ameer Ahmed, I also express our
heartfelt condolences to Mrs, Baheerathy Reshekaron's family and friends. May
her Eu/ul Festin peace,

e I

—~~Hamdun A. Hameed

Ambassador of the Republic of Maldives to Singapore
Former Principal of Madrasathul Ameer Ahmed

28 December 2017

FEmbuaggy Jf Madu ves, 101 Thamson Roan, ¥30-010 Uniten Squans, '\|l‘;y’|$\ll« TR
5 E720 907 « Fax: =45 6720 9095 «whofmakdvesembassy sq
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December 28, 2017

in Loving Memory of Mrs. Baheerathy Reshekaron
Dear Family & Friends,

I greet you in Divine Lovel

It Is with a2 heavy heart that | write this acknowledgment
regarding the superb contribution of Mrs. Baheerathy
Reshekaron, a wonderful servant and mighty woman of God.
Many years ago, AGAPE Christian Faith Center e.V. located in
Ramstemn-Miesenbach Germany began 2 work to impact the
nation of Sri Lanka

After witnassing many testimonies about that nations long Civil
War, the abstract poverty and injustice the Tamil people
experienced in the Northern Province, we made that island
nation our first mission’s priority. Critical to our success, we
initiated a strong evangelistic effort directed toward the ever-
increasing number of Sri Lankans living in our community
Shortly after this evangel push, | had the unigue privilege of
meeting Mrs. Baheerathy Reshekaron and her family. They were
among the first Sri Lankans to become an active part of our
church community, nearly 17 years ago.

in particular, Baheerathy's contribution was paramount in the
formation of the AGAPE !nternational Academy. She became the
first non-American toc become a full-time teacher at the
Academy. Her love for children, passion for education, and
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of the Academy, routinely lauded Baheerathy’s ability to connect <\
with the children in a very special way.

Her outstanding work nearly two decades ago, contributed
tremendously in helping to make AGAPE International Academy
one of the premiere private schools in all of Germany. The
educational excellence and great reputation the Academy now
enjoys is clearly the result of the hard work and exceptionalism
of those forerunners and standard bearers like Mrs. Baheerathy
Reshekaron. As a result of the success of the Academy here in
Germany, we have been inspired to open several Learning
Centers throughout Sri Lanka and India over the past couple of
years. Because of this, her life’s passion for education and her
legacy lives on!

Because of Jesus — The Christ

c:tii@//w/

Bishop J. Alan Neal

*  sunpailst (B mINIHBE OIBEhd1s0
snSFunD SmbHTe0 CLnHID.

* QRIMIDILITS  (PWsim  CsTemnghboHTsv
Hlemmaien  GlsuBpsigTei
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Baheerathy and I met at an uncertain time in her life...

Baheerathy and | met at an uncertain time in her life. And |
still remember our first meeting. | remember the expression on
her face. The sound of her voice. The touch of her hand.

She was in the Waiting Bay of the Radiotherapy Department.
Her dear family was also there, as they are now, always and
forever. And | was there to arrange her urgent treatment.
Despite those difficult circumstances, | remember three things
from our first meeting.

I remember her strength. Her body might have been
weakened, but never her character, instincts nor spirit. Those
remained strong, vibrant and true. As unwavering on the last
day, as on the first day.

! remember how committed she was to everyone around her.
All she wanted was comfort for her family. Peace for her loved
ones. Happiness for everyone she would leave behind.

And | remember how she made me feel. Like we had known
each other forever. Like anything { could do for her, no matter
how little, was more than enough. Like time was less
important than those you spend it with.

Baheerathy and | met at an uncertain time in her life. | walk
past the Waiting Bay of the Radiotherapy Department every
day. She isn’t there anymore. But that is not what |
remember.

Dr. Waleed Mohammed (The Royal Marsden Hospital)
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Eulogy to My Sister-In-Law

| write this tribute to Baheerathy Reshekaron, my brother
Reshe’s beloved wife and the selfless, doting mother of
Chrishni, on the 1* Anniversary of her passing. Bahee lived in
several countries, unlike many of us, and maybe through
those experiences, became someone who made a huge
difference to others’ lives. She was exemplary in her
understanding of others and compromising in her ways. She
will remain irreplaceable.

When Reshe and Chrishni asked me to pen a tribute to Bahee,
initially | was hesitant because | felt that there were many
others who had been a greater part of Bahee’s life, knew her
better and who would have had many fonder memories. Thus,
would have had far more to say about someone who was so
special, unassuming, selfless and kind. However, Chrishni
persuaded and informed me that that it was one of her
mother’s last wishes that | should eulogise about her life. | felt
extremely touched by this gesture, about her forethought,
and | now write this brief Remembrance of this wonderful
human being.

Bahee was humble but there was an elegance in her humility
and simplicity. She was soft yet strong and stoic. She was
selfless in the way she treated others. | can go on and on
about her virtues but suffice to say that she was a dutiful and
selfless mother and a loving and ardent wife. No words can
describe how much she will be missed but she will, without a
doubt, live on forever in our memories.

A few days before Bahee passed away, we wrote a letter at
the 11" hour on the 11™ of January 2017, in the vain hope
that we will be able to pass on a message to Bahee to muster

i
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her stoicism. Unfortunately, it was not meant to be. | wish to
/X‘p share it with everyone here:

Dear Bahee,

We (self and Mala) thought we should write to you to express
our sincere appreciation for all the kind acts and deeds you
have shown to us and to all throughout your life. These words
are our sincere and heartfelt expression of admiration of your
selfless remarkable qualities and the way you have lived your
life.

We both were immensely impressed with your unassuming
nature, warmth, and admire your strength to face any
adversity and for being so stoic.

You have been a great role model for your daughter Chrishni,
your students {in Maldives, Germany and London) and others
including your nephews and nieces. Mala shared with me that
mothers of your students (whom she met during her last visit
in October 2016) were especially appreciative of vour
contribution to their education and future of their children,
and hence, society.

In short, you showed us and the world, humility by the way
you lived. We are forever grateful for all that you were and
the love you brought to the family through kind deeds in an
unassuming and quiet manner. | know that God has different
fates for each one of us and there is eternal life. Our prayers
are always with you, now and forever.

May God bless you and be with you always. | am sure we will
all meet someday for eternal life else this short journey on
earth, which is fragile and uncertain, has no bearing and is
meaningless.

In Christ alone we trust,
Ravi & Mala
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APPRECIATION
TO LATE MRS. BAHEERATHY RESHEKARON

I write this appreciation in memory of an exceptional
woman, who was very dear to my family. Bahee, as we
affectionately called her, was a beautiful woman with an
enchanting smile. She was kind-hearted, smart and
enthusiastic.

I first met Bahee in Mannar in 1985 with her then fiancée
Christie Reshekaron, a good friend of mine. Since then
the friendship between both our families flourished and
was established for life.

I met Christie in 1979 through a mutual friend Jayantha
Mudannayake while 1 was working as a Commanding
Officer of the Madagal Army detachment. Soon Christie
and | became good friends. To me young Christie
seemed cynical and disinterested about love. However,
that changed when he met Bahee. Before I met Bahee, I
heard so many good things from Christie about her. I
assumed that these were just the exaggerated words of a
man head over heels in love. However, when [ first met
Bahee [ came to see that these values were not in any
way magnified. She was in her early 20s and was a
second-year student at the University of Jaffna. Despite
being very voung, Bahee was confident, modern and
friendly. Since then, the couple and my family would
often visit one another, and these meetings were always
enjoyable.

In the late 1980s Bahee and Christie moved to Oman,
where their only daughter Christina was born. In 1991
the family returned to Sri Lanka, where my wife, three
children and T had the privilege of enjoving Bahee’s
kindness and hospitality again. We alwayvs enjoyed our
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Bahee’s various delicious dishes. Christina and my
second son, Warren were classmates in Montessori.
Christina and my children were plavmates and enjoved
spending time together. This furthered the friendship
between the two families. Bahee was caring and
affectionate towards my children.

A few years later Bahee, Christie and Christina left Sri
Lanka. Unfortunately, we did not have the opportunity
to meet Bahee after this. However, we remained in close
contact over the years. We never thought that the dav
would dawn where Bahee would be no more.

Bahee’s life was not only a blessing to her husband
Christie and their daughter Christina, but to her dear
friends and family as well. She lived a righteous life and
always put her family first. She was kind and calm vet
pleasant and charming. She was caring, gracious and
delightful. Our lovely time with Bahee and her precious
memories are a lasting treasure.

Bahee, you are loved beyond words and missed beyond
measure. You are now unseen and unheard, but your
presence is forever in our hearts and minds. You were a
wonderful woman. Your name is engraved in gold and
vou will never be forgotten. Our only comfort is that vou
are now with the Lord in heaven.

May your beautiful soul rest in peace!

Skawe Balthazaar

Colonel Shane Balthazaar (Retired)

Former Commandant of the Sri Lanka Light Infantry
Regiment -

) meeﬁng% and visits to Bahee and Christie’s home. Bahee =
/. was an excellent cook. My wife and T still remember <& <
LE

A
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Remembering Baheerathy

:':':?’@f It with great sadness my wife, Mathi and 1 both recall our )
ke memories of Baheerathy! A
My wife knew Baheerathy since school days and remembers a
beautiful girl with a vibrant smile, who was helpful and kind
to all.

Whilst Baheerathy was at university, Reshe pursued her and
thev fell in love. I know Reshe as we were schoolmates. He
comes trom a well-respected family, where three of his
paternal uncles were popular lawvers and his maternal uncle
was a successful industrialist, who sacrificed his life for the
Tamil National Cause. He was arrested and detained for
harbouring and sheltering the militant leader and founder of
TELO, Mr. N. Thangathurai. and was later killed in the
notorious Wellikade prison massacre in 1983.

In 1985, my wife and [ both had the opportunity to spend
sometime with Baheerathy and Reshe in Chennai. On their
engagement, thev visited my parents at my father’s temporary
residence in Chennai, where they were gleeted and blessed by
my parents according to Tamil customs. Reshe and I revisited
this event in one of our recent conversations after
Baheerathy’s passing away. As always, Baheerathv’s calm &
composed personality made all of our time together more
pleasurable.

It's well known that God chooses to take the best humans
early. This is sadly the case in Baheerathy’s life too. She leaves
behind her caring husband, Reshe and their lovely daughter,
Chrishni, both of whom she loved so dearly.

Whilst we remember her with sadness and pride, we pray and
wish for every blessing for Reshe & Chrishni during her
memorial ceremony.

{Dr. Amirthalingam Baheerathan)
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Miss You Gorgeous Bahee!

Bahee is our beautiful cousin both maternally and
paternally. Her father is our mother's brother and her
mother is our father's first cousin.

As children, we used to meet her often in Karugampanai
and Myliddy and we were playmates more than cousins.
Every weekend we used to go to Myliddy to see our
grandmother. As soon as we arrived at our
grandmother’s house, we used to throw our bags and
run to Bahee’s house, next door. We had heaps of fun as
children and teecnagers. We will always cherish these
unforgettable memories of Bahee.

We lost contact with our dear cousin Bahee for quite
some time after we all migrated to Australia. However
all of a sudden, one day we got a letter and a card from
Bahee that she has been blessed with a baby girl,
Chrishni. We were delighted. It was only in recent years
that we began conversing regularly.

Kethees:

When [ heard the shocking news of Bahee being
diagnosed with cancer, I immediately made a decision to
visit Bahee. It was pleasant to see her after 28 years and |
will remember that trip forever.

Mythili:

[ also made a visit to spend sometime with Bahee in
November 2016. Unfortunately Bahee was hospitalized
for the two weeks that I was there and my plan to spend
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some qua]ltv time with her at her house was in vain. 1 / %
-was hoping each and every day that she will return 19»\ “ﬁf
“P% home but it didn’t happen until my return to Svdney. | "ﬁ
b saw her pain and prayed for it to go away. 1 was reallv '
sad that I couldn’t share all my thoughts and memories |
with her during my stay in London due to her poo:
health.

God had other plans for our gorgeous Bahee. On ‘"(m\ s
day (Saturday 14 January in Sydney), Bahee left u= o
be with the Lord. Even though Bahee left us fhe
memories that we shared will be in our hearts foreve-.

Om  Shanthi! Shanthi! Shanthi!
With love & tears,

Kethees and Mythili
{(Ponmailnathans)
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I am honoured to write a few words about Bahee. I feel a
great sadness wash over me as [ recall the countless
happy memories that we shared. But I am also filled with
a deep and unwavering gratitude for having known her.
She was a wonderful sister in law.

Words alone cannot do justice to this beautiful soul who
enriched so many lives with her warmth, kindness and
grace. Bahee had a bubbly personality and infectious
smile. Even in difficult times, Bahee would walk around
with a smile showing compassion and empathy for
others. It is really hard to describe in words but Bahee
meant so much to me, my husband (her brother Vickey)
and to my children and her untimely demise has left a
void in our hearts.

I'still remember the very first time 1 met Bahee. I was in
Colombo on a work-related visit and she came to see me
with little Chrishni. She impressed me with her good
looks and friendly nature. Bahee was not only beautiful
outside but also beautiful inside. Her inner beauty is
what attracted people towards her.

Bahee will always be remembered as someone who
everyone could count on. In 2001, my mother was ill
with cancer. It was our wish that she was treated in
India. Bahee heard this and without any hesitation
promised to help me during this terrible time. She kept
her word and helped my mum as much as she could tll
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my mum got better. I will always remain indebted to her °

-for the kindness and compassion that she showed my «

mother when she was at her weakest.

Bahee accepted us for who we were. If I have learned
some valuable life lessons, it was from Bahee, who
taught me to forget and forgive. Bahee never held
grudges and would simply put the past behind and
move on.

Bahee, you touched so many lives with your coura ge and
grace. The dignity with which vou fought this merciless
disease will be held up as an example for not only your
family but others too. Bahee, you enriched all our lives
and while I know vou are now in a better place free from
pain and suffering, you will continue to live in our hearts
forever.

Nirmala Vigneswaran

* IHDHMN  LIgH6T  eTeil  LDENEVHBT LB,
BI6VGUTLI LIQ&(ETHID bl B hanIgULInaIGIL.

* BPUUQUIS  BBEISCBIsT. &L snsmulGiD
usell HramsGe o _simearg GsHlg sumLbD.
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Perfect, Refined & Polite lady - Ou
Sister-in-Law!

r

[ am honored to have the privilege to pay tribute to a very
special person in our lives. However, | find it difficult to put
into words what Bahee meant to me. How could [ sum up her
beautiful life in just one page?

[ have known Bahee since 1988 when we were both in our
early 20s. She was married to my husband’s brother, Rishi
Anna, who is also a cousin of mine. The day [ first met her is
still fresh in my mind: Rishi Anna, Jenna, my husband, and |
went to receive her at the airport in Oman: Bahee was so
beautiful. She was vibrant and full of energy. We both lived in
the same house there and did a lot of things together. Bahee
loved to learn and enjoyed new experiences. She was bold and
did not hesitate to try anything new. She also loved cooking
and came up with different, delicious dishes. Nobody has ever
made a squid curry as delicious as hers. Our time together in
Oman was exciting and filled with fun and laughter.

I also had the pleasure of spending some time with Bahee in
Trichy, India, when both of us would wvisit our beloved
mother-in-law during the holidays. We absolutely enjoyed our
holidays in Trichy, where we would leave our children with
our mother-in-law, and go shopping and sightseceing. The
height of the excitement was the driving lessons we took
together and to our surprise we both passed the road test!

In the summer of 2005, my daughters, Nirro and Shyamu,
spent a month with Bahee, Rishi Anna and Chrishni at their
home in Germany. They fondly remember how she cared for
them like they were her own daughters and how she was a joy
to be around.
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#\‘ Bahvv was humble and good-natured. She had a warm heart
A ;9 ,and was bright and creative. She was hardworking and.
enjoyed the teaching profession. She was a very religious
woman and faithfully served the church. She was a perfect
daughter, a committed wife, an amazing mother, a caring
sister, a kind sister-in-law, a loving aunt and a good friend to
everyone.

To Rishi Anna, she was a loving and supportive wife, who
never gave up on him. Her love for him was pure and had no
limits. He was certainly the one for her and will always be. |
am sure Rishi Anna and Bahee will join together someday as
their love remains strong wherever she may be.

Bahee fiercely loved her only daughter, Chrishni and she was
everything to her. Bahee kept Chrishni very close under her
wings. She made immense sacrifices for her daughter and was
proud to see her successes.

To her brother Vicky, Bahec was more than a sister. Since
Bahee was very voung she looked after and cared for him in
the absence of their mother, who sadly passed away when
Bahece was a child. She contributed a lot to Vicky and his
family and her role in their lives will forever remain
exemplary.

Bahee was very popular among her triends and was always
there to help and advice everyone. She was a peacemaker and
over the 30 years I have known her, 1 never remember her
quarrelling with anyone.

Bahee was a great asset to the Jayaratnam family. 1 am so
proud to call her my friend and sister-in-law and thank God
for the same.

Words cannot describe how much she will be missed.

Suby Niranjan

S J
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Tribute to
My Loving Sister-In Law, Bahee

Bahee.

She will always be remembered for her
compassion, and her caring ways.

together,

happy that [ was able to share those times with her.

[ have the honor and privilege to pay tribute to a very
special and irreplaceable person: my loving sister-in-law,

It is tough for me to compose all of my thoughts in a
single tribute. There are so many things 1 can say, but I
am at a loss for where to start. Bahee was a remarkable
woman, full of joy, with a special kindness in her heart.

I was privileged enough to have met her at a young age
at school. She was as sweet then as she was up until her
final breath. I will always cherish the moments that we
shared at school together. It was heartwarming when she
joined our family through marriage to my brother Rishi.
He was blessed with a wonderful wife, who loved and
looked after him over the many years they shared

[ fondly remember spending time with her in Colombo &
Oman, where she continued to be her caring self. 1
vividly remember all of the hearty meals that she cooked
for me while T was there, and the wonderful
conversations that we had. It is unfortunate that I will
not be able to live these moments any more, but | am
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"I am a]fso grateful for her encouragement in marrying

example of a married couple, and hoped to build that
relationship with Priva as well.

Bahee was a fantastic and caring mother. She sacrificed a
lot for her daughter Chrishni and Bahee is the reason
Chrishni is the woman that she is today. Our last
conversation was veryv long and memorable. She spent
most of the time talking about how proud she was of
raising her daughter, and was more concerned about the
well-being of her family than her own health.

Her life was cut too short, but she touched the hearts of
many while she was here. Her memory will live on
forever in our hearts.

Bahee, you were a wonderful, amazing person, and I'm
s0 happy and blessed to have known you. Thank vou for
taking care of my brother all these years, and for
providing me with a special niece. Your life ended
prematurely, but I know that it's because God was
hurting being away from you for so long.

I'm lw]ad that you accepted Christ as vour savior and
secured a spot in Heaven. [ trust in God to meet vou
again. We all love vou, and you will never be forgotten.
May vour soul rest in eternal peace.

Sathi Jayaratnam

. Priya, my wife. [ looked at her and Rishi Anna as a bood *\f‘;}i

e

hy
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A Tribute to Bahee Mami

Bahee Mami (Aunty) was more than just my Mami and
was like a second mother to me.

One night when my siblings, Parthepan and Saathana,
and [ were having a sleepover at Chrishni Acca’s house,
Parthepan upset me so much that I didn’t speak to
anyone. Bahee Mami, noticing this, tried to cheer me up
by taking me to the shop nearby and bought me this long
piece of bubble-gum. After this, ] was incredibly happy
tor the rest of the day. It is this caring, nurturing
personality that made Bahi Mami so lovable and made
me look upon her like a second mother.

When I was little, everyone used to say how I was a
“mini Bahee”. T would always frown and reject this.
However, as I grew older [ realised that it was the best
compliment I had ever been given. To be compared to
such a bold, sweet, confident individual is such an
honour. She embodies everything [ want to be
passionate, calm, selfless and most importantly strong.

Bahi Mami always taught me to strive for the best in life,
to be ambitious and to reach those goals. She always
pushed me to achieve more and would always help me if
I needed it. She had so much faith in me and I hope that |
can fulfil her hopes and make her proud of me.

My siblings and I cherish her memories and hope that
we make her proud.

Ovea Vigneswaran
(Niece)
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A Tribute to Bahee Aunty

“We say that the “hour’ of death cannot be forecast, but when
we say this we allude to the “hour’ as placed in an obscure and
distant future.”

[t never occurs to us that it could turn into reality
someday - that day, 13* January 2017.

['ve never witnessed anyone breathing their last until
that day. She seemed peaceful, serene and angelic -
almost eager to join our Lord; however deep within
those eves we could almost sense a tinge of sadness,
resistance if you will - possibly the human inclination to
hold on to life; A life impregnated with love, peace,
simplicity and humility - attributes that resonates
unanimously amongst all who've had the pleasure of
knowing Bahee Aunty.

That resistance was fully justified - a wife’s desire to care
for her man and a mother’s desire to give awav her
daughter. However whilst there would’'ve been no
greater joy for her to witness these events unfold, she
placed her trust in the Lord to carry out her wishes.

Wholesome, alluring, kind-hearted, compassionate... |
can go on, however words aren’t adequate enough to

comprehend the manner in which she chose to live her
life.

I regret not having spent more time with her however
when I think about the times we did spend, they were
heart-warming; a sensc of home... To quote,
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‘Some people talk and talk
and never say a thing.
Some people look at you
and birds begin to sing.
Some people laugh and laugh
and yet you want to cry.
Some people touch your hand
and music fills the sky.’

She was also a warrior - her grit and determination to
fight this illness knew no boundaries. Her faith despite
these trials and tribulations, unshakeable.

I'm confident that Bahee Aunty is now with our Creator.
She will be in our hearts forever. I feel fortunate and
blessed to have been a part of your life’s journey.

We will always be proud of you.

Tony Thomas
(Nephew)

geniouied Gmismougn Gommsvaiuisd eflin

(PwBFWD, sumieniouisd UGFTUSTT(PLD

FHIUSHSHID wBH D GFsueuhHdled sT6anLow D
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*  IoBBeufEmeTd HHHSH (PN [BD 60
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One of the hardest things a person must do n life is to
write a culogy on the passing away of a loved one. There
is so much I want to say and reminisce about Bahee
Aunty, but words have been evading me during this
difficult time. However, | will try my best to write a few
words about this kind soul.

Bahee Aunty is the beloved wife of mv mother’s brother,
Reshe Mama (Uncle), and beautiful mother of my cousin,
Chrishnui.

Growing up in India, I was fortunate enough to spend
time with Bahee Aunty. I remember frequently visiting
and staving with Bahee Aunty and Chrishni at their
home in India. I also remember the fun trips we took to
the cities of Trichy and Vailankanni in India. However,
more than my time in India, it was the last few vears in
England that got me reallv close to her and gained me
some cherished memories, which | will never f()rget.

Anybody who was lucky enough to know Bahee Aunty
would only have the best to say about her. If I were to
pick one particular trait, it would be of how caring she
was. She was always concerned about her family and
loved ones. She was thoughtful, kind and compassionate.
It was always the smallest of gestures that made all the
difference for me with Bahee Aunty such as
remembering what I like to eat, when I came over and
staved with Bahee Aunty, Reshe Mama and Chrishni
during the holidays. T fondly remember the time when
she told her own daughter, Chrishni, to stop eating the
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heart when in her SJCI\ bed, dE‘Spr? aﬂ her pam and )IE'*' '
difficulty, she kept calling me to find out whether I was &
okay whilst travelling from Dublin to London to meet 4
her in December 2016. This was just a few weeks before
she passed away. During this trip, | saw how concerned
she was about my future and the last conversation we
held will always be very dear and precious to me.

Bahee Aunty will always be remembered as a person
who was gentle, caring, loving and understanding. She
was a truly selfless person, who always put her family
and loved ones first.

Rest In Peace Bahee Auﬁt};, we love you a lot and miss
you more than ever. "

Roshani Tina Thomas
{Niece)
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Eulogising Bahee Aunty

o Bahee Aunty was an incredible person, with many great -
R qualities. Words cannot describe the deep sorrow we all e
feel for her loss. She was such a kind, honest and
compassionate woman who doesn't have a single bad
bone in her body.

[ have known Bahce Aunty for many years now and I
was very fond of her. | had the privilege of taking care of
Aunty while she was unwell and became very attached
to her. She is the sort of person you can get attached to
very easily because of her warm, loving personality.

She was so sweet and didn't want to burden anyone,
constantly apologising. She spoke such kind words to
me. Even with evervthing going on and her concern for
Chrishni's future, she told me she wants me to get
married and be happy and have children soon. She has a
heart of gold, always wishing the best for people.

While Bahee Aunty was in hospital in December 2016, a
priest had a vision that she was surrounded by angels.
Towards the end of Aunty's time, she said she could see
white light and bright colours in the sky which we
believe was Aunty’s path to heaven. A heart as pure as
Bahee Aunty - T am sure her soul will be resting with the
angels in heaven and watching over us.

We all miss Aunty so much and think of her every day.
She certainly left a mark on my heart.

Archana Srikanthan
(Chrishini’s friend)
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A Tribute to Bahee Aunty

[ am grateful that [ had the honour and privilege to know
and love Bahee Aunty. It is difficult to put into the words
the love that I have developed for this incredible soul.

I only really got to know Bahee Aunty well over a few
months while taking care of her during her last days. But
anyone who has met Aunty will know it only takes a dav
to become attached to her. I was so surprised at how
effortlessly we had bonded, and T would feel uneasy if 1
hadn’t seen her for even a week.

Bahee Aunty taught me some important life lessons
during that short period. We had deep conversations
about life, happiness, the future and the past. These
conversations would sometimes end in tears, with hugs
and lots of love. Aunty had a lot of that to give, and
Chrishni is very lucky to have her as a mother.

Aunty was and still is a woman I look up to. She was a
fighter and she was taithful to God. Rarely do vou see
people becoming stronger during these difficult stages of
their lives. But Aunty did. Despite her weak ph_& sical
condition, she would 1insist on walking around the
corridors of the hospital holding my hands for support
and even when | would become tired after a while, she
would give her special smile and ask “Piky, can we go for
another round?’ T admired her strength and willpower.

Aunty’s gratitude for spending time with her was
continuous. Even the smallest gesture would be noticed
and she wouldn't let it pass without expressing her
appreciation. She began introducing me as one of her
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daughters to the staff and wvisitors at the hospital, a
o & P
(& %A gesture I was truly touched by. )

When Aunty was not hospitalised, I would rush to A
Chrishni’s house to see her mum rather than Chrishni
herself! T can still picture it, as if yesterday, all of us
sitting around the table, playing her favourite game
Palanguli. The happinees and smile on her face are
memories | will cherish forever. I feel gutted that I
couldn’t have more time with her,

Aunty was a fantastic wife to uncle and an amazing
mum to Chrishni. During her last days all her worries
were about Uncle and Chrishni. She was more concerned
for their wellbeing than her own,

It seems unfair, that we’ve had such a brief period with
Aunty. But [ am more than grateful to have had this time
with her,

Prathinjana Kandarajah

(Chrishni's friend)
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A Tribute to Teacher

Every Monday, 7.30pm, no matter the weather, let it be
pouring rain or freezing cold, Bahee Teacher would come to
my house to teach me. | admired her endurance, strength and
hardworking nature.

Teacher, as my family and | called her, had a big impact on my
life. She was the foundation to my education. She was an
intelligent lady. She understood her students’ needs and
changed her teaching style according to the ability of her
students. Even to this day, | remember the techniques she
used not only to teach me grammar but to ensure that it is
embedded in my head.

Teacher was never one to watch the clock. This is something
that my family and | were amazed about. Teacher would often
stay beyond the normal tuition hours at no extra charge. This
showed her dedication and desire for her students to excel.
She motivated me and supported me in every way possible
and this led to me always being the top of my class. A few
months before my selective examinations, she assured my
mother that | would pass with flying colours. Thanks to
Teacher, | gained admission at one of the most selective
schools in the country: Wallington County Grammar School.
Teacher was very proud and happy and gifted me money. |
was very touched by this gesture as no other teacher would
have done this.
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."-'.‘k“‘/A »mum was very fond of Teacher. My mum admired Teacher’s </

beauty spot and her bright smile, which brought us happiness.
Teacher was always pleasant and cheerful and never showed
her worries. My mum always felt that Teacher’s presence was
a blessing in the house. She found it very easy to confide in
Teacher and followed her advice on different matters such as
marriage and children. When we heard that Teacher had been
diagnosed with cancer, we were very upset. My mum always
thought of visiting Teacher but did not as she had been told
by people that Teacher did not wish for people to know that
she was ill. The fact that we could not see Teacher during her
last days remains one of my mum’s biggest regrets.

Teacher was a very talented woman. She was hardworking,
caring and encouraging. She was an inspiration. | am proud
and honoured to say that | was one of her favourite students.

She tutored most of the students at my previous school,
Westbourne School. It is a great loss to the students of this
school and all her other students that she is no more.

Teacher, you had great belief in me and | hope | make you
proud one day.

May your blessed soul rest in peace.

Toby Cadilas

W
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In company with Christ,

She now lives.

May she rejoice in Your kingdom,

Where all pain and tears are wiped away.
Unite us together again in one family,

1o sing your praise forever and ever.
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