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Grandchild Thayan'’s Message

From when I was born Appama has taken care of me, especially
from the ages of 1 — 16. When both of my parents were
working full time, it was my grandparents who took care of me.
Appapa would pick me up from school and walk me home, and
Appama would be waiting at home with welcoming arms,
preparing dinner which we would later eat together while
watching television. She later lived on and off with us for twelve
years.

Although Appama was a simple lady, she left a very
impressionate mark on my life. She was someone who I knew I
could always turn to when I needed a loving shoulder or
someone to listen to my issues. She’s an incredibly caring
person, and cared for everyone she knew and met. But more

than anything she cared for her grandchildren. When I was
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younger, and my mum would tell me off for doing badly at
school, it would be Appama who would comfort me, and give
me a hug.

One of the ways she used to show her love was by cooking, and
I look back with fond memories at the vast amount of family
dinners she prepared. Ranging from kool parties to simple rice
and curry dinners. She was always concerned about my health,
and if I was eating healthily, even in her last few days, when she
was struggling to eat food herself, the first thing she would
usually ask me was ‘what did you eat today?’. Of course prior to
this if I had not caten, she would instantly offer to make food
for me. I will never forget the paal appams she cooked for me!
During her final days I was able to speak to Appama for a brief
period one evening. Whilst speaking to her she explained T am
very happy that everyone in the family is happy, and living
peacefully with one another. I love all of my family, and love all

of my grandchildren cqually’.

This scntence will always stick with me, as it personifies
Appama so well. Although she was sick, all she could think
about was her family. Despite not being able to think clearly,

there was not a doubt in her mind what her tamily meant to her.
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I love you Appama, and I will never forget the love and

compassion you showed to me.

Grandchild Karthik’s Message

Appamma was a kind, generous, beautiful and loving person, and
always had a positive attitude towards life. T remember the time
when we went to the Monterey Bay Aquarium with her and also the
time we spent together in North Carolina. Even though she is gone,

she will always live in my heart.
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Grandchild Damian’s Message

Hello, for those of you who do not know me, I'm Damian;
Grandma’s third grandchild. My relationship with my
grandmother was always limited by the lack of verbal
communication, as she did not speak the best English, and I
can’t speak Tamil, however that did not diminish our
relationship in any way because as she saying goes ‘actions speak
louder than words’. And my grandmother’s actions told me all I
needed to know about her love for me and my cousins alike.
There was never a birthday that has passed without us receiving
birthday wishes and that £50 that she has always gifted us with.
There was never a day gone by when she lived with us where
she wouldn’t ask us if we has eaten, or offer us food. She always
wanted us to be strong and healthy. I could see the pride in her
eyes and her smile every time I saw her after a long while as she
watched me and my cousins grow, some into smart young
adults, other well on their way. Lately I've learnt to deal with
the sadness through the realisation that although she has passed
now, she is no longer suffering and at least I got to spend 20
years of my life with her and for that I am very grateful and I
will never forget her. As our language barrier was ever present,

the thing that amplified her emotions the most was her smile,
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she smiled until the very end. | remember the day before she
passed away when I went to the hospital to pay her a visit with
Thayan, although she has a hard time breathing, moving, and
doing anything for herself, although she could not do the basics
such as wash herself or tie her own hair back, she still collected
the energy to look around the room and look me in the yes and
smile mildly with as I said goodbye for the last time.

Thank you all very much for attending and paying your respects

to my grandmother, god bless.

Grandchild Anushan’s Message

I don’t know how many people get the privilege of experiencing
the tender and pure love of a grandmother who is the epitome
of kindness. The path that Appamma and me shared was filled
full of happiness and love. One of my earliest and treasured
memories of Appamma is her patiently waiting for me to sit
down so that she can feed me my favourite rice and chicken
curry. If there was one thing I greatly missed as I grew up was

her gently feeding me.

She rarcly expressed her wishes to anyone but when she told me

that she wanted me to complete my diploma in Mirudangam. I
~18 ~
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was so moved by the interest she showed in my success and
hence that motivation was key in pushing me on to complete

my long due diploma.

I am hugely indebted to Appamma for sculpting the person I
am today. Towards her later days [ would always notice her
observing my growth from a distance and one thing she would
always instill into me was her wish of me speaking Tamil
within our household. I wish that I could recite these few words

in Tamil but I wouldn’t be proficient enough.

Something that never ceased to amaze me from my childhood
is her patience. It is that patience that I feel every one of her
grandchildren should follow and T strongly believe will follow.
While we all struggle to swallow the fact that Appamma is not
with us today [ think we can all agree that she lived a fulfilling
life and her legacy will continue to live through wus

grandchildren and many more generations to come.

Thanks.
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Grandchild Aakash’s Message

Thank you all for coming to help us celebrate grandma’s life
and share our grief at her passing.

My name is Aakash, the 7" grandchild. It is a great honour for
me to talk about grandma and my memories of her. It is
difficult to put into words how much grandma meant to me.
She was an incredible human being. Grandma was generous
and kind woman,

When [ was little, I spent a lot of time with Grandma and
knowing her from such a young age I built such a strong bond,
that will still live within me. The countless golden days I have
experienced with grandma will never die.

When I was very young, grandma used to come and read storics
to me every day. The stories where pleasant and where even
better as she was reading it to me, and how ever sentence comes
to a full stop and how every charming story comes to a finish so

did grandma and so has my speech.

Thank you every one!
STRIBAT JSTL| SLOLODLOTNHE
&T60EI0G0EOTLD  HEUMRIBEN]T  GlemhBTUI
Qo BhBTHeT
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Grandchild Risigan’s Message

My name is Risigan Logendran and 1 am one of Appamma’s
many grandsons. I never had the pleasure of her living with me
in the U.S,, but she did visit several times for a few months and
we had great experiences together. In my memory I can never
forget how patient and happy she always seemed. I cannot
think of a time where I saw her upset at anyone and she was
always smiling, During the times she was with us, Appamma
always made sure to know what was happening in my sister and
my lives. Everyday when we get back from school she would
always be sure to ask what happened that day no matter how
mundane, she always seemed interested. Even when she was
not with us, Appamma would call and check on my sister and 1
at every important date and made sure she still knew what was
going on with our studies and lives.

Another thing I will always remember Appamma for was her
insistence on preserving our culture. Once when Appamma was
here we all visited the Murugan Temple in Washington, DC.
At the temple I was a little hesitant to take the kaavadi since
most of the people taking it were older than T was. However, 1
noticed her intently watching me and her supportive smile

convinced me to do it. I will never forget the joy and pride that
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she had watching me do this. While she is no longer with us, 1
know I will always remember how patient, warm and attentive

she was,

Grandchild Rasheca’s Message

My name is Rasheca Logendran and I am the granddaughter.
One thing that 1 think we all will remember about Appamma
was her extremely caring and thoughtful nature. Although.
Appamma didn’t live with us in the U.S,, she always made sure
to catch up for the missed time whenever we spoke or whenever
she would visit over summers. Every time we called her she
would always make sure that we updated her about lives and
when she was with us in the U.S., I always remember coming
home from school and being greeted by her veer smiling face
with the same question each day, “How was school?” Even
when we would reply back with the most uneventful stories
about our day, Appamma always made sure to wholeheartedly
listen to us.

Appamma’s caring nature could also be seen with her
excitement to see the successes of grandchildren. I still
remember when Appamma was at our house during the busy

weeks of my brother and my Arangetram training. Oftentimes
~ 23 ~
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when I would get frustrated with the many hours of practice,
and my answers to her questions about my day were filled with
grumbled annoyance, her excitement about our upcoming
Arangetram and reminder that everything would be okay would
remind me that what I was doing was actually worth it.

Although Appamma is no longer with us I know that T will
never forget her constant bright and glowing smile and | will

always try to emulate her thoughtful and caring nature.
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