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He was deepiy respected for the manner in which he owns affairs
and those of his children. Fiercely independent he preferred to
live on his own. My wife selfless and inseparable companion who
took very good care for him after mother in law's death.

| could not have had a better father-in-law, gracious dignified in
all dealings with me. My wife and myself visited him almost each
and every day and while she cooks, clean, deal with all the letters
for that day, | used to chat with him cricket to modern technology
but | learnt a lot about the politics of old Ceylon and much
interesting stories about politicians of the past.

He wanted each and every grandchild to do well in their life. Your
grandchildren will miss you this Christmas as the past number of
years, you have spent Christmas with us.

He had a sense of humour which kept him going. Even in his
death bed he told me holding my hand “Ravi sorry for the delay”.
He was such a person who wanted everyone to be happy and to
get on with their life.

You will be deeply missed by everybody known to you we will
treasure the memories of the time that Inthu and myself have
spent in your company.

Son in law
Ravi
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The emptiness that | experience..........

| watched your departure in front of my eyes and now the ashes
is front of me but still | annot accept that you have gone.

| am missing yor - calm and caring voice “is that Inthu?” when |
come to see you after work. Then we started to chat from
facebook to politics. Apra you were very knowledgeable and
could converse on any tcpic. You have maintained the special
talent of sense of humour at the very end of your life. | admired
you enjoying the hot sausage rolls with tea. | always wonder the
way you changing from ILC: Tamil Radio to radio 4 to listen cricket
commentary without looking as you got poor vision.

When were young, once a month you took us to watch cinema.
On one occasion you asked us to ready to see a cinema at
Winsor theatre, we were wondering that we might not get the
tickets because it was a new film. You didn’t say a word. When
we reached the theatre it was packed with people, Amma said
that better to turn the car back. You smiled and said that you
reserved already for the seats.

While | was pushirg you in the wheel chair, you always tried to
get up at the door steps. Because you knew that it will hurt me
lifting you. You tried your best not to trouble others and always
worried about me that | was juggling with so many things. You
done your best to us and on numerous occasions, you provided
invaluable advice when | needed them.

While we were with you a: the hospital you said that “Inthu look
Amma is there and her hands are shaking”. We were wondering
that what you were talking about. But two days later you slipped
away from us to hold her Fands.

Appa the emptiness that we experience with your departure is
unbearable, but we will treasure the good memories in our hearts
forever.

Loving daughter
Inthu
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There were so many lovely moments...so many interesting
facts...

| always admired your personality and you gave me the freedom
to develop my own.

You showed me how to appreciate simple pleasures like enjoying
our favourite 'ellurundai' and ‘appam' and my family can't have
‘rasam’ without talking about you.

Your collection of books introduced me to Omar Khayyam,
Agatha Christie and to many more writers and fuelled my love for
reading.

Our serious discussions about world economy and politics
inspired me to look at the people around me in a different
perspective.

You taught me to stand by what | believe and not to follow
anything blindly.

You have always tried to make us happy... even on the last day
you said ‘ellarm kanum' ...just to make me happy about what |
was doing.

Appa... Thank you for everything you've done for me.
| will forever cherish the moments we shared together.

Siva
(Shivajini)
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Appappa,

Gone Are The Days We

Used To Share

But In Or Hearts You're

Always There!

You brought us so much joy and love, our precious memories we
have of you will live on forever more.

Loving,

Menaka and Vasanthan
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My Appapa was a good man. | don't believe I've heard him say a
bad word about anyone that was the kind of many he was. He
treated everyone he came across with the same respect whether
an older or younger member of his family, coworker, neighbour,
street peddler or shopkeeper. For most of his life he was known
to be a man of few words, preferring to listen than to talk, but then
towards the of his life became by necessity through his loss of
hearing much more talkative. | enjoyed my talks with him - he
always had sometting intelligent and thoughtful to say. | think its
safe to say that we are all going to miss him very much, but we
should all be glad to know that he is in a better place with his wife,
again, by his side.

Nirushan
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Dear Ammappa,

There was still a lot | wanted to learn from you. But you have not
left me empty handed. Your values of education, and family and
your pragmatic outlook on life has provided and enriched your
family. My mother, who is a lot like her father, has used those
same principles to enrich my life and | continue to share those
values as my mother did before me. Although you have left us,
you will always be a part of all of us.

Sincerely,
Satrukaan Sivagnanasuntharam

Ammappa,
Ao,

Dear Ammapa,

You and | have shared so much together, why did God separate
us this early...? | will always say you took a bullet for me, and as
grown man now, there is no bigger respect than that. We had
wonderful childhood memories in the middle of a nasty war,
which ultimately separated us to different countries. You used to
take care of me with Ammama when parents were working, get
me to school and back, even if it was a war zone, it didn't feel that
way.

We should talk about our love for cricket, how many games did
we watch together in Nuwara Eliya. We discussed so much about
it, is int it ironic the week Sachin Tendulkar retired you have left
us as well, how many times we wanted him out when he was
playing Sri Lanka...

Umesh and | grew up talking stories with you, and enjoying our
attention even at an age where we should have taken care of
you. Then we with such sadness separated in 1999, found a new
home , | know, you had wanted us growing up in a society where
there are oppurtunities for me and Umesh, so we had to go
separate ways to find that. You came to visit us 2002, | hope you
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enjoyed that holidey as much as us. Then | came to visit you in
2007. Even in ill hzalth, where you couldn't see me well, you had
embraced my visit and subscribed to sky sports so that we can
watch the cricket togetrer. All these years mum have been
talking to you, oh how muzh she is going miss you!

In Australia, | found a new home, every time | talked to you from
here, you have encouraged me, asked me whatever | do, try to
‘rise up' to life, these words will forever ring in my ears. | wanted
to come and visit you for your birthday with my wife. But sadly
God had other plans. But rest assured Ammapa, that | am in
good health and you o not have to worry, | am glad you at least
get to know little bit of my future with Ridma, | wish you were here
for all my future, and got to enjoy all the coming moments. | wish
| had spoken to you a lot more in the past month, Me and Umesh
will miss you very much, rest in peace | will dedicate my future to
you Ammapa...God bless..

Your loving Grandson

Nishan

Thank you for the great memories that | have of you by my side
while | was growing up. | remember the many conversations we
had in Nuwar Eliya as weli as in Yalpanam. Ammamma and you
gave my Parents great support and encouragement during
difficult situations in the country and for our family.

| spent my last moments with you on my last visit to UK in 2010.
We were both very happy to be in each other's company. You
were of ill health then, but you stood strong to hear and witness
many more achievements by your children and grandchildren.

We will all miss you,

You Grandson, Urmesh
PR
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Grandpa

A soft spoken, eloquent man — my Grandpa made his mark in my
life a memorable one. To me, he was kind hearted with silent
strength. He was well-travelled, well-educated and his stories of
life fascinated me. | respected him and | admired him not
because | had to, but because | wanted to.

Growing up, when | arrived at Grandpa’s house he would greet
me with a hug and a grin. Not long after | raided the cookie jar he
would ask me about school and the latest sport results. He would
listen to me, concentrating on my answers with a slight tilt of his
head and a cheeky smirk

It goes without saying that my Grandpa has taught me a lot.
Some things are factual, like the Sri Lankan civil war and he
would talk about his own experiences. Other things are moral,
like how my Grandpa’s courage to fight has taught me to never
give in.

My Grandpa’s thirst for knowledge is legendary even till his dying
days he wanted to know how an iPhone could talk back to him he
was not happy with my casual answer to such an extent | needed
my trusted friend Google to help me out.

He sets a wonderful example to us all, being so brave throughout
his life and especially the last two years, while coping with the
loss of grandma. He never troubled anyone, always looking out
for others and showing great affection to all.

The passing of my Grandpa will leave a big hole in my life. The
memories however, will be cherished forever on.
Rest in peace Grandpa

Gajan xx
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Ammapa’s Eulogy

The loss of my Grandfather has changed my life. This may seem
like an exaggerated statement but it is an accurate one. | have
always had a ro'tine o* visiting Ammapa on the weekends and
engaging in discussions with him. Everyone knows what a clever
man he was and this is what made him very easy to talk to.
After the passing of Amriama in 2011, | began to appreciate
Ammapa more. Living life as he did with the disabilities he .had
was truly spectacular. | wil always remember the way he would
try and solve any issues he had with himself, he would never
settle for second best. This: was inspirational to say the least: the
character he showed during his various struggles should never
be forgotten and be used to motivate upcoming generations.
Having an attribute such as this is rare and is only found in those
that strive to be successful which makes me wonder what my
Grandfather could have achieved if he were bom into my
generation.

As with any humar that was, he had his quirks. For one he was
a believer in socialism and was one of the few people | know,
from his generation, who was not a firm believer in religion. For
example, despite being a Hindu he would consume Beef without
a second’s thougii. This made him stand out for me as he was
not scared to be himself and display his beliefs.

| cannot write about my Grandpa without mentioning my mother.
The amount of time and effort that she spent with him over the
years making sure he was alright and made his various
appointments is unrivalled. Being a proud man, Ammapa tried to
deny help even when he so obviously needed it which showed
what a proud, independent man he was.

Rest in peace Grandpa

Rukshan
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Ammapa,

You were always an open-minded man and knew that the path
to success was never easy. Never once did you ask me to
conform to society’s idea of success, but instead encouraged me
to find something | was passionate about and work hard. You
were a helping hand if | ever fell and never once did you say
anything but kind and supportive words.

| know the last two years were hard for you without Ammama, but
thank you for staying with us. You gave me time to appreciate
you, your wisdom and your wit. From entertaining us at
Christmas with your jokes, to the conversations about politics,
work and the future. Thank you for everything.

I will miss you and love you forever.

Sugani @ 5
g fes

It is a hard thing to summarise a mans life in a few words, and
even harder thing when it is about a great man like my Ammapa.
He was intelligent and knew about almost everything you could
thing of and always had something to say. Ammapa was known
for his kindness and generosity, one of my favourite memories is
of him giving me my Christmas present early. When my parents
didn't have the time , he would take it upon himself to help me
with my schoolwork.

I think | speak for everyone when | say we were devastated to
see Ammapa in the hospital. He was such a dignified man , and
would not have wanted us to see him like this. However, now |
am content with the fact that he is not alone anymore and | can
only dream about growing up to be at least half the man he was.
This man was more than my Ammapa, he was my hero.

Hesan
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Ammappa has taught me so much and given me so much to
remember. His vivid memory and intelligence was portrayed by
how he would talk about Sri Lankan politics. Though | did not
always understand, | loved how much he enjoyed talking of it. He
was devoted and proud of his family. Ammappa walked me to
nursery school and would neatly fold my uniform when we got
back. He cared about niy studies greatly and was keen to hear
about it. | am so sad to think that I will never be able to talk about
all this with him again; that he will not see me grow up. But | know
that he will be proud and these memories will stay with me
forever.

Maathu

To my Ammappa

My Ammappa was an intelligent, positive and kind man. Thinking
of him now, it is clear to me why he is one of my biggest heroes
in life. The love he shared with his wife and family, and his
amazing wisdom, was just one aspect of him that made him so
wonderful and loveable. During most visits to my Ammappa, |
would sing to hiri: any new songs | had learned, and always he
would say to me how nice it was to hear my voice. He would
come to the edge of his seat, and | would go and sit close to him
so that he could hear every note. But although my incredible
Grandfather may not be around any more, he will always be in
my heart, and | will make sure that all he has taught me will never
be forgotten, and my love for him will be with me forever.

Arun
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Footprints on the Sands of Time

Just as a nationality is fascinated by its common heritage it is
human nature for every individual to be fascinated by his or her
ancestry; and it is a source of pride and inspiration if one’s
forefathers were distinguished personalities who have led
exemplary lives and have contributed to the growth and
development of the community. Unfortunately this privilege is
denied to many, as people do not generally leave behind records
of themselves or their ancestors for posterity. | have
endeavoured in the following pages to make good this deficiency
in respect of my family in a modest way, and in doing so | do not
claim to have made a comprehensive survey of the history of my
people. This is only an attempt to present as best as possible my
family genealogy from the earliest known period till the end of
1991 from bits of information gathered from elders, scanty
material available and personal knowledge. Thus, there are
many missing links, errors and omissions. However, | believe that
these deficiencies can be overlooked as this work is not intended
for an audience but solely meant to provide my children and
succeeding generations a superficial knowledge of their ancestry.
North of Ceylon has been occupied by the Tamils from ancient
times - several centuries before the commencement of the
Christian era. No less a person than Sir Paul Pieris, one of the
most learned historians of international fame and an authority on
the history of Jaffna has supported this fact in no un-certain
terms. He says, ‘It stands to reason that a country which is only
thirty miles from Inclia and which would have been seen by Indian
fishermen every morning when they sailed out to catch their fish
would have been occupied as soon as the continent was peopled
by men who understood how to sail. | suggest that the North of
Ceylon was a flourishing settlement centuries before Vijaya was
born’. As rice was the staple food of the settlers they found the
existence of a wide and extensive plain over the northern half of
the island extending southwards along the east coast, its
moderate monsoonal rainfall and equable climactic conditions
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altogether suitable for settlement. Subsequently they came as
traders followed by immigrations which accompanied the
numerous invasions that took place over the centuries until the
advent of the Portuguese in the 16th century. They came from
Chola (Thanjavour) and Pandiya, which included the greater part
of the modern Madurai and Thirunelvely districts. Jaffna hagd
been the capital of the tamils from which the kings ruled over the
rest of the country. They were all Hindus of the Saivaite cult and
maintained practically all the elements of the religion, which they
brought from the India though they became sufficiently
differentiated to be recognized as a distinctive section of the
Tamil race.

Their social organisation was feudal with rigid caste,structure.
Occupational groups were called caste groups. In the traditional
society an individual's social position was primarily determined
by his birth. For this reason, a person’s caste and his parent’s
social standing decided other people’s relations towards him.
The superior castes were the most educated and they occupied
the upper echelons of the system. The family in respect of which
the following pages are written belong to this category of the
early inhabitants of Jaffna.

From the beginning of history the administrative system, which
prevailed in North Ceylon, was similar to that of her closest
neighbour, South India. Under this system leading citizens and
men of influence were appointed by the kind as adhikaris,
mudaliyars, pandarapillais, kanganies, udayars, thalayalies and
paddankaddis in the same order of importance. They were
responsible for the collection of revenue, development activities
and social services in their respective units of administration. In
return for their services they received lands, which the people
cultivated for them. They were also judges of the people and
received dues from the litigants and were entitled to recover fines
for themselves. The Portuguese and the Dutch allowed the
system to continue with modifications. It continued even during
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the British period until the signing of the Kandyan Convention
after which the whole islend came under unified administrative
system with government a jents and headmen as functionaries in
the provinces.

SETHUKAVALAR MUDALIYAR of Vannarponnai functioned as
Mudaliyar of the Vannarponnai West Division in the 1750s.
Apparently, there is some significance to this name because his
every alternate paternal ancestors bore the same name. Most
probably they belonged to the progeny of the Kalinga kings of
Jaffna as they are known to have assumed the title of
Sethukavalan (protector of the shrine of Remeshwaram) after
their marriage alliances with the Sethupathis of Remeshwaram.
It is an ancient custom of the Tamils to give the names of their
fathers to their sons.

Sethukavalar Mudaliyar was later posted as Mudaliyar of the
administrative unit of Mandaitivu. During the tenure of his office
there he received lands from the government at Mandaitivu and
the neighbouring island of Kayts as rewards. These acquisitions
induced him to develop a permanent interest in the area and he
settled down at Mandaitivu while continuing to maintain his
connection with his native village of Vannarponnai. The
development potentials of Mandaitivu and Kayts, close proximity
to Jaffna town and the availability of cultivable lands at low prices
would have also entice him. Considering the feudal life style of
his days it is not unlikely that he also found the place ideal for
treading the path of dalliance.

ARAMBAR, a lineel descendant of Sethukavalar Mudaliyar was
a reputed practitior er of the Siddha system of medicine, which is
the Tamil system of medicine practised in Jaffna. He was a
master in the treatrnent of poisoned conditions and his popularity
extended from Jaiina to all the islands. He not only excelled in his
chosen professional fisld but also as a scholar in Hindu
Philosophy, Tamil Literature and Astrology.
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Among the Tamils the temple was the pivot of social like of the
people. A system of mass education through the recitation and
interpretation of the ‘Puranas’ and epics has been continuing
right through the centuries in the village temple. Owning and
administering a temple was considered to be prestigious among
people of social standing and even today this attitude persists.
Arambar was not an exception to this vanity. He built the existing
Kokkilakipathi Muthumari Amman Kovil at Allaipiddy and
bestowed about 500 lachams of land to the temple.

The management of the temple and lands inherited by Arambar’s
great grandson, Paramagurunather were handed over by him to
a ‘panchayat’ committee headed by Sabaratnam of Allaipiddy, an
ex-village committee chairman. The transfer was executed by
notorial deed on 16.8.1975 by Sivasubramaniam of Thirunelvely
Attorney-at-law.

As a dedicated social worker, Arambar was largely responsible
for almost all the development that took place in and around his
village during his time.

SETHUKAVALAR, who was a son of Arambar followed the
footsteps of his father as an eminent Siddha ayurvedhic
physicians, scholar and social worker. He was held in high
esteem by the people as a successful physician who treated his
patients free although he accepted gifts from the affluent. His
efficiency was widely known and even Sinhalese patients sought
treatment from him. Once a grateful Sinhala wealthy merchant
presented him with a valuable engraved silver sword after being
cured of a long-standing ailment.

As a Community leader, Sethukavalar was instrumental for the
establishment of schools, medical centres and other social
amenities in his area. One of his notable achievements was the
construction of the causeway form Allaipiddy to Pannaithurai for
which he worked undauntedly. In this connection he headed a
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deputation, which made representations to Sir Henry Blake,
Governor of Ceylon, in 1904. Part of the causeway was
constructed as a result oi these representations.

Sethukavalar met Sir Blake’s successor, Sir H.E. McCallum in
June 1908 with a memorandum signed by 1600 inhabitants of
Jaffna and the islands after which the rest of the causeway up to
Pannaithurai was completed. The causeway form Pannaithurai to
Jaffna town was constructed later.

Sethukavalar married Meenachipillai, daughter of Neelayinar
Lingapillai and had two sons and a daughter of whom
Satkurunather was the eldest.

SATKURUNATHER who inherited the learning from his father
and grandfather acquired proficiency in the Unani system of
medicine also and flourished in his profession. His scholastic
attainments on religion, literature, philosophy and astrology were
not second to thai of his father and grandfather. All three of them
contributed in no small measure towards the advancement of
Tamil learning and culture in their days. An accumulation of a
large number of ola manuscripts and books on religion,
philosophy, literature, medicine and astrology inherited and
acquired by Satkurunather were donated by his son,
Paramagurunather to the University of Jaffna where they are
being preserved in the Archaeological Museum of the
Department of History.

Satkurunather who lived at his ancestral home in Vannarponnai
retired from active practice sometime after the death of his wife
and devoted most of his time to religious pursuits. He was a very
frequent visitor to places of religious worship in India. His usual
abodes were Remeshwaram and Chidambaram, the seats of the
Saivaite cult. He was a personal friend of the chief incumbent of
Chidambaram temple with whom he was in continuous
correspondence uritil his last days.
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VASANTHAARAYAAR MUDALIYAAR of Vannarponnai’s
kinsman of Sethukavalar Mudaliyar was highly respected and
reversed by the people as a gentieman whose generosity to all,
whether friend or foe, rich or poor knew no bounds. He was a
great philanthropist and a dedicated social worker. Foe these
qualities he was popularly known as Vasantharaye ‘Semmal’.

He possessed large extreme of land at Vannarponnai,
Anaicoddai, Suthumalai and Sandilipay. In addition to these he
acquired further extents at Velanai, Kayts in association with a
chettiyar who was co-owner of the Vannarponnai Sivan Kovil. In
course of time the chettiyar and Vasantharayar Mudaliyar took up
residence at Velanai for health reasons. In keeping with tradition
Vasantharayer Mudaliyar built a temple in one of these land
called “Malankaveli” and bestowed additional lands in the vicinity
for the up-keep and maintenance of the temple.

The lands belonging to the Malankaveli Vairavar temple are:
Malankaveli where the temple is situated.

10 lachams of garden land called Sammantharai situated at
Pallampalam, Velanai. _

10 lachams of garden land (with palmyrah) also situated at
Pallampalam

The chettiyar who was childless transferred his share of the lands
to the Vannarponnai Sivan Kovil and returned to India.
Vasantharayar’s son Genagtherapillai, grand son Gurunathapillai
and great grand son Subramaniam were also known to have led
exemplary lives and highly respected by the people, as it evident
from a popular lyric of yore which runs as follows:-

EUCTHIGOOIT TLIGWT6M6em  BeN6iT SUFHSITILT CFIbieTssT BRIBTHILIITMET FH(h
GpTeUsTemen GFwimw sindysmiuin . .

SUBRAMANIAM, Vasantharayar's great grandson married the
sister of Sivasangarayar. He had five sons, Nallthamby,

Digitized by Noolahan@ffbundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Elayathamby, Arumugam, Saravanamuthu and Sinnathamby.
Sivasangarayar married at Sandilipay and had a son,
Kanagasabai. Two of Satkurunather’s grandsons, Pathmanathan
and Gananathan married among the relatives of Visaladchi who
was a grand daughter oi Kanagasabai.

ELAYATHAMBY marriec Elayapillai, daughter of Thamby
Pariariyar of Suthumalei who was a well-known Siddha
Ayurvedhic physician. Her brother Ponnappah Pariariyar was
also a reputed physician who established practice at
Vannarponnai. Ponnappah Lane at Vannarponnai was named
after Ponnappah Pariariyar.

Elayathamby had three daughters, Abiramipillai Thangamuthu
and Palany Achchi and a son, Kanapathipillai. Kanapathipillai
was a strong and courageous young man (‘chandian’) during his
days dreaded by anti-social and criminal elements of
Vannarponnai and the neighbouring areas. He died at a
comparatively young age under tragic circumstances in an
incident at Kokuvil.

PALANY ACHCHI married Satkurunather and they had two
daughtars, Thangammeah, Sivagamasundari and a son
Paramagurunather. While living in his ancestral home at
Ponnappah Lane in Vennarponnai, Satkurunather bought
another property in the same lane and built a second house for
his son, Paramagurunather that he named ‘PALANY VASAM'.

THAMPOE, a Kinsman of Sethukavalar’'s wife Meenachipillai and
a brother of Saravanamuthu Vidane (headman) established
himself at Kayts and was engaged in large-scale farming and the
tobacco industry.

Tobacco cultivation was introduced into Ceylon by the
Portuguese in the 17th century and began with the growing of
chewing and later cheroot tobacco both of which were grown in
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the Jaffna Peninsula and exported to Sumatra, Penang and
Travancore. Both types had a market in South Ceylon too. The
chewing type grown under the ecological conditions of the islands
and Vadamaradchy is still in good demand in South Ceylon for its
strong flavour, taste and other qualities. Thampoe who was
himself an extensive grower of this type of tobacco brought green
leaf from other cultivators also and sold the tobacco in the South
Ceylon market through his agents, after the necessary curing and
processing.

Thampoe married VALLIAMMAH, daughter of Moorthy Arumugam
of Vadducoddai. She has two brothers, Subramaniam and
Naganather. The former who was holding an executive post in the
Malayan government service married Thampoe’s sister.
Naganather married a sister of Sabaratnasinghe of Vadducoddai
who was a leading educationist and a former principal of Jaffna
Hindu College. He was also a close relative of the famous
Saravanamuthu brothers who distinguished themselves in the
diplomatic, political, medical, legal, and sports field in the 1930s
and 1940s.

Thampoe and Valliammah had two sons, Thillainather and
Thirunavukarasu and five daughters, Ponnammah, Sinnammabh,
Thangammah, Muthadohy, Parasakthy.

Thangammah married Paramagurunather, son of Satkurunather.

Many years back Professor B. Jayasuriya of the University of
Ceylon delivered a vitalizing speech before a distinguished
audience in Colombo. He started his lecture with the following
simple definition:

“A man who sacrifices his own personal interests for the welfare of
his family is a Noble and Admirable man.

He who submerges the interests of the family for the good of his
race and clan is a Great man.
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He who takes risks and defies threats to his life with an abiding
love for the soil of his birth and the entire inhabitants, regardless
of caste creed or cclour in a Patriot”.

PARAMAGURUNATHER (1903) proved beyond doubt that he
belonged to the first category of men in accordance with the
definitions of the learned Professor, although as a Government
servant he did not have thia opportunity to identify himself with the
other two classes of men. The interest he took and the sacrifices
he made for the welfare of his wife and children were exemplary.
Paramagurunather had his early education at Jaffna Central
College and later joined caffna Hindu College from where he
passed the Cambridge Senior Certificate Examination held in
August 1921. It was his father’s ambition to make him a Doctor of
Medicine in keeping with the family tradition. Since he did not
reach the required grade to pursue the course of study leading to
the MBBS degree he sought and secured admission to the
Medical College, Colombo to qualify as an Apothecary.
Dissatisfied with this course he abandoned his studies halfway
and joined the Government Clerical Service in which he did not fail
to make his grade. He served in various government departments
and rose to the rank of Interpreter Mudaliyar and Chief Clerk of the
Magistrate’s Court in which capacity he served at Point Pedro,
Colombo, Pandur., Balapitiya and Jaffna.

THANGAMMAH (1904) wife of Paramagurunather was
affectionately called THANGAKUTTY by one and all from the days
of her childhood an account of her amiable disposition and this
name struck to her till the last. True to her name, she was a lady
of sterling qualities — an ideal wife for her husband, a loveable
mother for her children and a trusted friend for the others. She
died in 1941 following a severe attack of malaria at a young age
of 37.

Though Paramagurunather was only 38 when he lost his wife he
did not re-marry; but devoted his entire attention to the education
and welfare of his four sons Balasubramaniam, Sabanathan,
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Pathmanathan and Gananathan. He died in 1986 after a brief
illness at the age of 83.

This is the story of my family from about the middle of the
seventeenth century up to the present day. | dedicate this to the
memory of my father Paramagurunather who was proud of his
Ancestry Although | conceived the idea of writing this account in
order to provide my children and the succeeding generations a
superficial knowledge of their genealogy, it has become an
egoistic narrative about our ancestry for which, | think, | need not
be apologistic since ego is a deepest urge of human nature. It is
the urge that has been responsible for civilisation itself. Of course,
to be egoistic, the heritage of our family may appear insignificant
compared to that of many men and women in our midst. But, | am
sure; those to whom this narrative is intended will nevertheless
find it interesting as it concerns their own ancestry. It should also
inspire them to become more useful and distinguished citizens.

All the people who lived during the early period of this story, from
the time of Sethukavalar Mudaliyar up to that of Satkurunather,
though they were men and women of character, philanthropic and
honest who distinguished themselves in their chosen fields of
activity, belonged to the exploiting aristocratic class in a society
characterised by feudal and tenurial economic systems and
political forums based on caste and aristocracy. They cannot,
perhaps, be blamed for the exploitative nature of the their lives as
they were in an age in which feudalism was erroneously believed
to be the crowning process of human history and in complete
harmony with the laws of nature ‘eternal reason’ and human
genius. This is hardly surprising as even today, after the discover
of the laws of development of human society, there are so-called
intellectuals who believe that he prevailing capitalistic system is
the crowning process of human history.

The lives of Paramagurunather, Mudaliyar Culanaivelu, their
contemporaries and to a certain extent, the following generation
were typical and to a certain extent, the following generation were
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typical of the Jaffra middle class of their respective periods,
eager, though they have been for the economic advantages
obtained though an English education, canny in their financial
affairs, ready to go thousands of miles to take up posts of trust and
responsibility in faraway lands like Malaysia directed their
energies only to the so-called ‘White-collar’ jobs. They too cannot
be blamed for this in view of the conditions that prevailed then
under colonialism.

Since independence, especially after the mid 1950s, our children
and the Tamils in general are living in the most profound crisis
period of the country in its 20th century history, as a people who
have been denied the simgle right to live in dignity in the land of
their own.

In the sphere of Education, despite the commendable high literary
rate of the 87 percent in Ceylon only 1 percent of school going
children finally enter the university which puts the country
amongst the lowest in this respect for any part of the world. Even
within this 1 percent the Tamils were discriminated by the
infamous standardisation of marks and later by the so-called
district quota system. It is indeed credible on the part of some of
our children to have been able to obtain university degrees and
other higher qualification under these circumstances.

In the matter of employment too our children are forced to be
satisfied with jobs not in keeping with their qualifications due to the
discriminatory policies of the successive racist governments ruling
the country since independence even some of the accomplished
of our children whose skills and employment are badly needed to
build and re-build our land have migrated to foreign countries in
frustration. Others have filed as refugees to escape from the
horrors of the prevailing ethnic war.

What is the future? | cannot guess. But one thing is certain.
Unless an early political solution is found to the ethnic problem the
war will be endless resulting in more and more misery to all. |
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hope, sanity will return to the parties concerned and solutions will
soon be found. Once the problem is solved the system will be
deprived of the option of an ethnic diversion to distract the
masses — Sinhala, Tamil and the others — from the real economic
and social problems of the country. The historic conditions will
then arise for the overall Ceylon revolution and the eventual
establishment of a truly democratic socialist society in which all
human rights, including the rights of the national minorities will be
protected. Sooner or later this change is bound to take place
internationally and society will develop on its own basis.
Economic planning in place of anarchy of capitalist production
will create the conditions for greatly accelerated development.
The point will be reached when society will be able to satisfy
every material and spiritual need of everyone of its members and
the government of men will be replaced by the administration of
affairs. It is then pre-history will end and the real history of
mankind will begin. Conditions would exist only in this society for
the fullest expression for the human personality and the endless
development of human genius.

| will not live to see the dawn of this golden age — the dream of
mankind, from the slaves of antiquity to the utopians. | hope, it
will at least dawn within the lifetime of my children, and | am sure,
if any of them or their children continue to write this story of our
family, it will be a story of peace, prosperity and happiness.

‘Palany Vasam’ —

24 Ponnappah Lane, M&au
Vannarponnai /’f

Jaffna

30 January 1992 P,Sabanathan
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Our Sincere Thanks...

The members of the family of Late Mr. Paramagurunather
Sabanathan thank all relatives and friends who attended the
funeral, sent floral tributes, made telephone calls from
overseas, sent messages of condolences, sent meals,
supported and assisted us in so many ways during our recent
bereavement.

Once again, we thank for those who visited her when he was
at the hospital.

We also thank everyone who is present here today at the
Anthireddy Ceremony to pray for his soul rest in peace.

Aun Shanthi

Sabanathan’s Family
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