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A great product of literature has a
timeless value i

It gives me greal pleasure to join with literates through
this message on the occasion of the State Literary
Awards Ceremony.

Authors of literary works have a vital role to
play in social development. Therefore, the government,
identifying this crucial role of the creators of literature,
has taken steps to provide state patronage to promote
local literature as well for the welfare of literates.
Furthermore, in our efforts for social development, a
special attention was given to the guidance provided
by the literates. A country can achicve a meaningful
and comprehensive progress only when its society 5
flourished with rich literature.

A preat product of literature has a timeless value.
Highly acclaimed ancient literary works nourishes
the local literature even today. T earnestly believe that
literates must pay their attention to the need to encourage
the readers including school children to read great
historical literary works.

We must commend all literates who are
committed to generate high standards for local literature
to make an invaluable heritage for future generation. 1
congratulate all the recipients of State Literary Awards.

I offer my best wishes for the success of the State
Literary Awards Ceremony.

Mahinda Rajapaksa
President of Sri Lanka.
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Art and literature are
complementary to each other

Im'n extremely pleased to send this message on this occasion
of the State Literary Awards Ceremony 2013 which is being
organized jointly by the Ministry of Culture and the Arts and
the Department of Cultural Affairs.

Literature claims a long and profound history as much
as that of man. Art and literature are complementary to each
other. On the one hand it addresses not only the aesthetic
sense bul also the intellect. Literature in our country is being
developed with the sustainable inspiration of our culture. T his
becomes evident when we consider the developmcm'of the
Messenger poems, the graffiti and other literary creations.
Further, our literature has been fostered by Buddhist philosophy.

The researches show clearly that our literature has be-én

produced from an environment centering on the Pirivena® .

system of education and Buddhist Temples. The literature
that devcloped during the different periods of our history 18
also extremely important. Tt has developed into a literary art
fostered by diverse religious scopes.

Royal patronage of Literatore is inherent to us.
All governments that came into power after the dawn of
Independence have made their contribution towards the
fostering of literature in various degrees. 1t should be

emphasized that with the dawn of the rule of 1LE, the President i

Mahinda Rajapaksa our literature is witnessing a new life. A
prominent feature is that several strategies have been adopted
in the Mzhanda Chintana to foster and secure our literature.

Tt is no secret that the 30 year war which struck terror
on us has hindered the resurgence of literary art in-our country.
The hearts of all of us in the North and the East now bear the
signs of a forward march in a unitary literary art. | wish the
State Literary Awards Ceremony — 2013 a profound success.

D.M. Jayaratne
Prime Minister. of Sri Lanka
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Literary works of high calibre are
of universal value

Sri Lankan culture has undergone various social-economic and
political changes for several centuries and yet retains its own
specific and characteristic features,

The history of Sti Lankan literature dates back to the 3rd
century B.C. It is said that first literary works have been produced
by the translation of the carly commentaries of Buddhist cra into
Sinhala by the Bikkus headed by Arahant Mahinda. Most of the
ancient literary works are now extinct and not known even by
name. Out of the literary works of the Anuradhapura period what
remain are only the three works Siyabaslakara, Dampiyaatuwa :
Getapadaya, Sikhavalanda and Sikhavalanda Vinisa. :

Sasandawatha, Muvadewdawata. Amawatura,
Dharmapradeepika, Butsarana, Kavsilumina that were produced i
the later times amply illustrate the glory of our past literary history.

More recently the works of Kumaratunga Munidasa, Martin

Wickramasinghe, Ediriweera Sarachchandra, Mahagamasekara
and other doyens of the literary art have largely contributed to the
enrichment of the Sri Lankan literature.

Though we are heir to such a proud literary history it is
doubtful whether the present generation of children will be able to
appreciate nature’s beauty that helps produce such creative works.
We developed our sub conscious in association with nature’s beauty.

The sole aim of the present government 1s to produce such

a creative young generation rich in aesthetic appreciation as in the

past. The vision in the Mahinda Chinthana aims at developing a
community rich in aesthetic sensibility that can appreciate social
values. I wish to place on record the responsibility of the media
and the men of letters in this noble task of producing such a young
generation rich in aesthetic and creative thinking. 1 fervently believe
that his year too the State Literary Festival will provide a strong
impetus to encourage and admire the literati. 1 hope this endeavor
to produce a creative and acsthetically sensilive generation devoted
to literature will be crowned with success.

Chamal Rajapaksa
Speaker, Parliament of Sri Lanka
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Creativity Reaps Harvest in the
Literary Month

take pride in issuing this message of congratulations to

the State Literary Awards Ceremony where creators of
best literary creations which were selected by a board of
eminent Academics by examining the literary corpus of
the previous year are felicitated. Having experienced the
reality of life and existence, our creators automatically
become the trail blazers of the nation. They bring out their
creative skills based on a certain phenomenon or a chain of
phenomena and enrich the motherland, mother-tongue and
the religion with their glory and the knowledge. Therefore,
the entire nation involuntarily bestows its veneration and
respect upon them.

The literary month which awakens the literary
figures as well as the readership is of paramount importance.
Likewise, the State Literary Awards Ceremony is extremely
beneficial to the society in terms of its objectives such as
introduction of the talents of eminent and prominent literary
figures to the public, promotion of readers’ appreciative
abilities, intensification of children's, youths’ and elders’
attention towards the field of Literature. Furthermore, it
widens positive thinking dimensions, too. This particular
subject is broad, meaningful and deep and ushers in wisdom
to a person's mind through delightful appreciation existing
beyond the frame of physical environment. So, it is a
Herculean task to study the subject and reproduce it in the
waorld of creation. On this glittering ocecasion, [ recollect with
pride, the measures taken by the incumbent government in
accordance with the Mahinda Chinthana Policy Statement
for the well-being of artistes.

While extending my gratitude to everybody who
took pain in making this event a suceess.

T. B. Ekanayake
Minister of Culture and the Arts

&
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State Awards that Strengthen the
Advancement of Literature

would like to bestow my congratulations to the State

Literary Awards Ceremony where literary works of
intuitive, learned, well versed and disciplined literary
writers are felicitated with the most coveted state
honours. Tt is a positive and creative programme which
is held under sixteen themes in the Literary Month to
admire literary figures. This prestige awards raises the
literary creations as well as their creators to the zenith of
the literary world and inculcates the value of the sublime
art of Literature togcther with the artiste in the hearts and
minds of people.

The prime objective of organizing this exceptional
ceremony is to provide much needed state patronage for
realizing some aspirations such as encouragement of
literary creators, making developments in the field of
Literature, improving higher appreciative abilitics and
sensitivity while facilitating the emergence ol amateur
writers. This impressive awards ceremony is conducted
with the involvement and contribution of creative
originators who are the resource persons of the nation
and it has successfully established an appealing and
alluring background to give wisdom through reading.
The fifty six year long history confirms this matter.

1 wish the State Literary Awards Ceremony
where the Sri Lankan Literary Figures are crowned and
felicitated in all three media, i.e. Sinhala, Tamil and
English, be successful strengthening the progress of this
interesting field.

Wasantha Ekanayake
Secretary, Ministry of Culture and the Arts
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True literary writer is versed in
handling the finer points of art

Intcl]igcncé, knowledge and learning alone do not make a true
-man of letters. True literary men endowed with creative thinking
are rarely found in the present day society. The person who is versed
in handling the finer points of art and the emotions and sentiments
and is able to present them to the society in a manner that is of high
merit is a truly creative person. It is the responsibility of literates
to produce works of true creative value to the society. The Sinhala
language has been enriched by the works in prose, verse and ina
mixture of prose and verse that we have inherited from the past and
it is the inspiration derived from the past and it is the inspiration
derived from the past that infuses researchers, educationists as
well as producers of creative works in the present day society with
strength and vitality. Moreover it enhances the sustainance of life in
the present day society. g

Producing literary works of high calibre for the
appreciation and the enhancement of knowledge of the society.
through the sentiments of creative art should be our aini, we must
make our confribution to produce for the country a form of art that
appeals to the mind and awakens the public conscience, The State
Literary Festival makes an appraisal of the new creative writers and
also the literati who have worked for the promotion of the literary
art.

We must most respectfully mention Hon, T.B. Ekanayaka
the Minister of Culture and the Arts and the Secretary to the Ministry
Mr. Wasantha Ekanayaka who provide direction and guidance for
the State Literary Festival 2013, We must also make riote of the
contribution made by the Department of Cultural Affairs.

If would certainly have been a quite difficult task (o
carry out a responsibility of pational importance such as this. T
congratulate the dedication and devotion of the learned members
of The Sri Lanka Arts Council and the State literary Panel, 1 offer
my heartiest [elicitations to the proficient men of letters who are
being honoured this year with the award of “Sahitya Ratna” and al]
literary award winners. :

Vijith Kanugala
Director of Cultural Affairs
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It is a pleasure to present literary
productions of aesthetic merit

At this moment, the Sri Lanka Arts Council s making
preparations to hold the State Literary Festival
2013. it

I have gathered experience in participating in such
annual festivals as the Chairman of the Arts Council for
several years. Apart from such kind of annual festivals
I am glad that during the past few years I have had the
opportunity to publish several publications of historic
importance and aesthetic value. Lester — The unique
personality of the Sinhala Cinema, Amaradeva — The
golden voice of the Nation and Buddhism and Artistic
Creations-the quarterly Arts magazine are among them.

While producing such publications of aesthetic = -

merit what gripped my interest to a great extent are
the-  programmes organized with the objective of
improving the aesthetic sensibility of children who live
far away from the capital city. I firmly believe that such
programmes would directly and indirectly contribute
largely towards the success of the Literary Festival
which is an annual event.

I am happy that 1 have been able to make my
contribution at least to some extent to accomplish the
above tasks and I wish to express my sincere gratitude to
the officers of the Arts Council as well as the aesthetes in
various fields for their valuable contribution towards the
above endeavours.

I wish that the State Literary Festival — 2013 will
be marked as a golden event in the field of arts in Sri
Lanka.

Prof. Carlo Fonseka
Chairman, Arts Council of Sri Lanka
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Golden Rose crafted using gold dust

Thc main purpose of the state literary awards ceremony is to select best hooks published
in each year and to felicitate the authors while intreducing them to the reading public.
State literary panel, in addition to its members, engage compefent persons from the
academia in evaluating books. On behalf of the literary panel, [ am glad to inform that the
whole process was conducted very impartially with utmost care where the merit had been
the main crileria in selecting books for awards.

While congratulating the recipients of awards today I wish to present some of
my thoughts on the literary scene of our country. At a glance one could see a remarkable
awakening in Sri Lankan literary sphere. Each year a significant number of books are
published in all three languages i.c. Sinhala, Tamil and English. Though it is undoubtedly a
good trend we cannot entirely be happy with the quantity of publications alone as most of
them are of poor quality. Constantin Pausthousky the celebrated author in “Golden Rose' his
memorable work on creative writing compares a good creative work to a beautiful golden |
rose crafted by an able craftsman using leftover gold dust in his work place. He poetically
explains how insignificant things could be transformed into great heights.

A good literary work is a remarkable one. It becomes a classic. It is a golden rose
made out of gold dust collected trom the sweepings. How could a book reach the standard
of a classic? Oxford dictionary defines classic as 'deserving fo be accepted as one of the
best, of high quality or most important of its kind and setting standards for other books.’
How would a book become a first class one? Most learned readers of serious literature
would affirm that it should present some thing of value. They would expect from a classic
a slatement about life and human behaviour in facing problems from a point of view that
they have not experienced or thought before. It should not only be in a language new, fresh
and rich but capable of extending the imagination while yielding lasting pleasure to the
reader. Often novels identified as classics are universally perceptible and also universally
acceptable. Regardless of language, where and when it was written value of such a work
should be appreciated everywhere, relevant today and tomorrow. It would please us like a
golden rose for a long time,

1 wish our writers should try to produce similar creative work which could enter the
portals of classical literature.

Jayasumana Dissanayake
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The scheme of evaluation

Only the books published in year 2012 and
registered at the Department of National
Archives were considered for the evaluation.

The List of the books selected for evaluation was
displayed for public information and press notices
also published to that effect and included in the
internet.

Hence if there were any books published in 2012
and were not in the list, wrilers were given an
opportunity to make representations and get their
books included for evaluation.

The books were evaluated in four stages.

At the first stage the books not in conformity with
rules were eliminated. Competent panel of scholars
were employed at the second stage to select books
suited for third stage and state literary panel after
careful evaluation of the books so referred for the
third stage selected books that were to be submitted
for the final stage.

The final evaluation was. done by separate panels
comprising of competent scholars, appointed for
each subject area.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Kalakeerthi
Edwin Ariyadasa

Vijetunga Karunaratna Edwin Ariyadasa, was born
at Unawatuna, Galle, in Degember 1922, with VK.
Abraham Appuhamy and Ceciliana Hamine, as his parents.
He was raised in an environment of concerned love and
affection, as the youngest member of a family of three
elder brothers and two elder sisters. Young Edwin had
his primary education at the Buddhist Mixed School at
Unawatuna. Entering Mahinda College, Galle he stood out
as an exceptionally talented student displaying his in-bom
skills. After his education at Mahinda College, he entered
the University of Ceylon, in 1945. There he read for Sinhala
Honours, with English as his subsidiary subject. This is the
first occasion in Sri Lanka's University History, that English
was offered as the subsidiary subject for Sinhala Honours.
By about twenty, young Edwin Ariyadasa had rcad most of
the Sinhala and English classics.

After his university studies, he returned home Lo
Galle and joined the Tutorial Staff of Mahinda College.
He was back in Colombo as the secretary of an Insurance
Company. Later on the 3" of March 1949, he joined
the editiorial statf of Lake House newspapers and was
associated with the 'Daily News', 'Observer', 'Janatha',
'Silumina' and 'Dinamina’. He acquired an early reputation
for his bilingual efficency, as a result of his extensive
writings in Sinhala and English. Alert to the developments
in fields of knowledge, he enriched the awareness of the
Sinhala readers - especially of the younger generations
through the publication 'Navayugaya'.

An event that look place in 1969 made Edwin
Ariyadasa's life as a journalist, acquire the stature of
a significant landmark in the field of Sri Lanka's mass
communication. This was the invitation extended to this
outstanding media stalwart to formulate a syllabas to
teach mass communication at the Junior University. This

led to Edwin Aryadasa formulating the first syllabas
and the curriculum to introduce the teachnig of mass
communication to the Higher Education system in Sri
Lanka. He initiated the Teaching of Mass Communication at
Higher Ecucation level, creating a good part of the essential
Sinhala vocabulary needed for this purpose.

In 1972, the Teaching of mass communication
al unversity level, began at the University of Kelaniya.
Here too Edwin Ariyadasa performed a pioneering role by
formulating the initial sylabus. He was a member of the
Presidential Commission appointed in 1977, to explore the
field of English Teaching in Sri Lanka. When Television was
introduced to Sri Lanka, he contributed extensively towards
the National Discourse on the benefits of television. Many
Sinhala expressions contributed by him, still occur in the
field of mass comunication. Such Sinhala words as madhya
rupa and sajeeveekarana were lirst introduced by him.

He initiated the translating of Sinhala short
stories into English, for such publications as 'The Daily
News' and 'The Observer'. He began translating Prof.
Sarachchandra's 'Malagiya Afto' and Karunasena Jayalath's
'Golu Hadawatha'. He translated K. Jayathilake's 'Charitha
Thunak'. He edited the English translation of Dhammapada.,
titled the treasury of Truth. President Jimmy Cater's "Why
not the best' is among his numerus translations into Sinhala.

He has been awarded wvarious honorifics,
'Kalakeerthi', 'Aryakeerthi’ Sri Janatha Proboodhini' are
among them. He was presented 'Golden Line Peace Award'
by Sokan Gobbai, Singapore. Edwin Ariyadasa is currently
moving towards his 91% Birthday, He is among the most
senior communicators who have rendered a vast service
towards the field of literature and mass communication. Sir.
Arthur C. Clark described him by the sobriquet 'The Eider
Statesman of Sri Lankan Media.
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Best Novel

Graffiti Writer - Lakmali Gunawardana
The Black Australian - Sunil Govinnage
Miracle under the Kumbuk Tree -

Daya Dissanayaka

Best Children’s Literature

Crystal and Clay - Sybil Wettasinghe
Kitty and the bell necklace - Neville Perera

Best Youth Literature :
Buddhi The Elephant Boy - Luis Van Der Straten

Best Novel (Translations)

Death by the Pool - Sunil De Silva
Highnoon - Harry Abeysekara
Beyond the Gray Hill - Vijitha Fernando

Best Poetry — Translations

Sepalika - Hemamali Gunasinghe
Sasadavata - ViniVithanage



Best Acadamic & Clasical Literature Best Drama

Rock Painting and Site in Sri Lanka - Irangani A tragedy of our times - Ernest Macintyre
Raj Somadeva

Encyclopedia of Sinhala Language and Culture -
J.B.Disanayaka

Famine, Fevers and Fear - S.A.Meegama
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Organizing Committee

Guidance
Hon. T.B. Ekanayake
Minister of Culture and the Arts

Supervision
Wasantha Ekanayake
Secretary

Direction
Vijith Kanugala
Director, Department of Cultural Affairs

Accountant
K.D. Kariyakarawana

Printing Co-ordinator
S.P. Wickramanayake

Coordination

Srimathi Seneviratne
Dudley Rajapaksa
A.M.A. Bandara

Manel Dissanayaka

S. Sivaneshan
Nandasena Palihakkara
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Assistant Cordination

Wijayapala Wijesekara
kalyani Abeysinghe
Premaratna Jawawardana
Nilackshi Wajira Nawgala
G.A. Jinapriya

Nalinda Wijesuriya

Indika Wijeyawardana
Samitha Perera

Ruwan Lal Nishantha
O.P. Malkanthi

Asoka Mallikarachchi
Sithni Sameena

Thusitha Prasanna
Nishshanka Wimalaweera
Anusha Dharapokuna
Muditha Kolonnage
Ruwini Manamperi
Chammi Edirisinghe
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