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4 Asai Rasiah, the personality

EVERY ARTIST DIPS HIS BRUSH IN HIS OWN SOULS, AND PAINTS HIS OWN A NATURE IN TO HIS PICTURES.

“| met Mr. Rasiah for the first time at T.P.Hunt memorial Art Gallery. | was amazed to listen to him. He is a humble man,
and explained to me all about his work in the past, and his present vision. When he visited our Gallery he highly taken
by its structure and set up, and displayed four paintings in our Gallery. We are really honored. He is well known, mui-
ti-talented, designer, Seamstress ' cover page designer ' photographer, Book illustration services and he believes in
visual art like to paint what he sees. | felt his paintings are touch of A.C.G.S. Amarasegara famous Artist. Mr. Rasiah still
painting with feeling and emotion. | heard that he learnt oil painting by himself. Mr. Rasiah’s brush strokes, and colors
are unique. He really express the dark and light on the canvas give the viewer to look deep in to the painting. He taught
at Royal College, and his painting was displayed at J.D.A.Gallery at Colombo - 07. Mr. Rasiah received many awards in-
cluding. “Life time Achievement” award yet | feel that the awards make him beautiful. Most of the paintings are 5ri
Lankan cultural scenes, beautiful fandscapes, and portrait of famous people. | know his work will be useful to all the
Art teachers and students. Congratulation Mr. Rasiah keep up the good work,

Mrs.Yogamany Alagaratnam,
Founder and Director, T.P.Hunt memorial Art Gallery, Chavahacheri.
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j34 Lofty spiritual experience

“His paintings, some of which have adorned the covers of Kalai Mugam, are graceful and pensive. They possess a
poetic dynamism of their own and capture in an amazing manner the ethos of war-torn Sri Lanka.”

| penned the above, as editor-in-chief, in a Fine Arts Special issue of Kalai Mugam in 1998 on its front page under
the “self-portrait of artist A. Rasiah”. After eleven years, on the occasion of the publication of his book BIMBAM, |
take this opportunity to elaborate on my earlier short observation on this preeminent, much-respected and ad-
mired Maestro’s artistic creations.S

Leonardo da Vingi, the legendary Renaissance genius, who breathed life into the world-famous and time-less Mona
Lisa, has outlined the essential elements of painting: “Painting is concerned with all the ten attributes of sight,
which are Darkness, Light, Solidity and Colour, Form and Position, Distance and Propinquity, Motion and Rest”. An-
other Renaissance Legend, Michelangelo, whose David and Pieta, among others, are masterpieces of Renaissance
sculpture, and whose paintings in the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican are still admired by millions and millions of vis-
itors, has stated that a good painting is the kind that looks like sculpture.

| have always been an admirer of Maestro Asai Rasiah. His works evoke not only admiration. It is apt to say that
looking at them, one could feel “the silence of thought and the music of sight” The use of colours, especially dark
colours, the way they are mixed, prominence given to light and darkness, are aspects that could explain the mys-
tique in his creations. One could certainly speak of Romantic Realism of his paintings, especially his landscape de-
pictions, He seems to have been also influenced by Rembrandt. His portraits are unique as they bring out the char-
acter of the person concerned and offer a study of rest and motion, salidity and colour. His depictions of life in
laffna, especially during the civil-war, are monuments that need to be preserved for posterity. It might even be
claimed that through his works, Asai Rasiah has ‘awakened the frozen and darkened souls, opening them to lofty
spiritual experience’.

Our Centre is very proud that we were able to draw the attention of the international community through his paint-
ings which appeared in our quarterly Kalai Mugam especially during the time of misery and suffering.

Finally, Asai Rasiah will be immortalized through his creations as Kavignar Kannathasan, a poet of our times, af-
firms: “since | create, my name is god...| will never die”,

Nee Maria Xavier Adikal
Founder Director, Centre for Performing Arts.
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"Drushyakala Abhimani"

Asai Rasiah is one of our senior artists and was a student in late half of the 1960's in the College of Fine Arts in Co-
lombo, long ago. He had been a successful teacher of Art at Royal College in Colombo after his graduation until
1983.

Even though, | have seen his paintings at his residence in Jaffna ,near Naloor temple , recently we were fortunate
enough to exhibit his paintings at J.D.A. Perera Gallery , Colombo for the 1st time, where he was awarded in
"Drushyakala Abhimani" for his lifetime achievement in art of paintings .

The painters, the critics and the art lovers of course were marveled at the sight of his work of art at the exhibition.

Until he comes out with an exhibition of this much, Rasiah has not exhibited his paintings during last three decades
before such a crowd.

What breathe life into a Rasiah's paintings is his sensitive and sophisticated pallet which imparts elegance and
depth to tones and gradations. The range of his tonal variation is amazing. The pigment is smooth and translucent.
His insight into nature and the life of his people comes through his keen observation and deep meditation.

The reason for this, | think is that his poetic touch and vision are reflected in his delicate fusion of creativity.
Though he does some on the spot sketching, his exquisite crisp and controlled landscapes emerge in the privacy
of his home based studio.

Compared to some of the contemporary artists, he is unique.

He is a master of serenity. His type of work demands discipline, sophistication of his own and concentration of high
order.

| wish him success.

Mr.Sarath Gunasiri Perera

Senior Lecturer,

Chairman- State Advisory Board for Visual Arts,
Art Council of Sri Lanka.

(Former Dean and the Head of the Department of
Faculty of Visual Arts,

University of Visual and Performing Arts)
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' 4 Sense of pride

If my memory doesn't fail, it should be on 09th. September 2009. It's for state children Art Festival, work shop in
Jaffna peninsula, Sarath Gunasri Perera and myself came. It was our first experience that we had in Jaffna. While
such a warm welcome we had never had in any other part of the island, ever today that friendly meeting well re-
membered. Out of the couple of Artists that had come for the work shop Mr. Rasiah was one of in the crowed .He
with an unassuming smile and pleasant talk invited us to his residence. Its only at the arrival at his home we real-
ized the capacity of his person. Plenty of paintings had been placed all over his house. We who had a look at those
paintings failed even to imagine his creativity. In an era as such after shades of darkness it was quite surprising to
have met such a person creativity, what cross my mind was that he should have been in Colombo. While in ser-
vice as a teacher of Art at Royal College of Colombo, come to Jaffna in 1983 biack July, continuously being at his
painting despite all his difficuities deserves to be admired. Even at the absence of decent means of livelihood and
also with no pension he is still a competent growth in pursue of Sri Lankan field of visual Arts. Above ali he is a
pleasant man and also a man of keen and sharp vision at the world. Even today see Jaffna and its people with his
eyes. He is a friend prominent among most exceptional friends of mine. Asai Rasiah is a sense of pride not only
for Jaffna but also for whole country. | wish him strength and courage necessary for his further work of Art.

Mr. Anil Atapattu,
Artist, member of state advisory board of visual Arts,
Art council of 5ri Lanka.
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4 Gentle and generous soul

I met Mr. Rasiah almost 10 years ago in Jaffna when | was living and working there. | have sat for hours listening to
stories from his past, about his beloved Amma, his life as a teacher at Royal College, his friends and fellow artists
from all ethnicities and walks of life, and the dark days that followed the 1983 riots. Having lived throughout the
war in Jaffna, and having witnessed and experiences the worst of humanity, it is always a wonder to me, how he
has remained unscathed by the bitterness and anger of it all.

One of the first things that struck me about him, was his gentle and generous soul. 'Hate' and 'anger' did not exist
in his vocabulary. He would reminisce fondly about his Sinhala artist friends, and how they have always supported
one another, and remained in touch throughout the decades.

Even when he speaks of the horrors of '83, he never left out the parts where his Sinhala colleagues and neighbors
helped shelter him.

Often, when | have wanted to lash out in anger or bitterness about the war or Black July, | would keep myself in
check when in the presence of this man, who after all he'd seen and been through, held nothing but the deepest
love and compassion for his fellow countrymen and women. He doesn't carry around the heavy emotional baggage
of war. And even when the entire State system has failed him by not recognizing his yeoman service to this country,
and have denied him his long overdue pension, it has still not been able to break his indomitable spirit.

Right through his life, even though he's struggled to make ends meet himself, he continued to give art classes free
of charge to anyone who came to him. His generosity of spirit and heart never depended on his bank balance. He
gave selflessly, with no expectation of receiving anything in return. My heart and life is richer for having known this
humble, yet great artist and mentor. Mr. Rasiah, | wish you nothing but the best life has to offer, and may you
always be abundantly blessed. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for a decade of love and friendship.

Marisa De Silva - Activist
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| remember with gratitude my late friend Akhila Jayalath whose feel-
ings of fraternity shall always be enshrined in my heart.
Asai Rasiah

Late Mr. Akhila Jayalath rreelance artist
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My sincere thanks to all those who sent messages of felicitation to 'Vimbam '
Asai Rasiah
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