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Development Officers,
Vavuniya District,
01-Jul-2024

Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka
No 14, R. A. De Mel Mawatha,
Colombo 4

Dear Sir/Madam,

COMPLAINT REGARDING LA
EFFICIENC

UAGE DISCRIMINATION IN THE FIRST
R EXAMINATION

We are writing to express our grave concern ing an incident of language discrimination that
occurred during the First Efficiency Bar Exa tion conducted on 30.06.2024 for Development
Officers. This incident highlights ongoing issues in the implementation language equality as
stipulated by the 13th and 16th Amendments to the Constitution of 1978, adopted Sinhala and
Tamil as the official and national languages and designated English as an associate language.

During the examination, the data for a question related to spreadsheets (Excel) was provided entirely in
Sinhala. This created considerable difficulty for development officers who are Tamil speakers. Although
a translation was eventually provided, the time lost waiting for this translation caused undue stress and
disadvantage to these candidates, rendering the examination process inherently unfair.

This situation clearly favored the m: f Sinhalese-speaking candidates and was disadvantageous
to Tamil-speaking officials. Such discrepancies undermine the language rights of minorities and reflect
a broader systemic issue in the fair treatment of linguistic minorities in public service examinations and
other official processes.

Additionally, this incident is indicative of a wider pattern of neglect and inadequate implementation of
language policies intended to protect minority rights. Instances such as these erode trust in public
institutions and highlight the need for rigorous enforcement of language equality provisions

We request the Human Rights Commission to:

1. Investigate this incident thoroughly to identify lapses and hold responsible parties accountable.
2. Recommend that SLIDA issue a formal apology to the affected candidates.
3. Ensure that examination materials are provided simultaneously in both Sinhala and Tamil to
prevent any future occurrences of such disadvantages.
. Mandate training for officials involved in the preparation and administration of examinations
to foster a greater understanding of and compliance with bilingual policies.
. Promote public awareness and appreciation of the language rights of minorities through
educational campaigns and workshops.

The effective implementation of the government's bilingual policy is essential to ensure the linguistic

rights of Tamil people are respected and upheld. We believe that all government institutions,

versities, civil organizations, and other entities must take proactive measures to address these
isparities and foster an inclusive environment for all citizens.

‘We urge the Human Rights Commission to take immediate and decisive action to address this issue and
prevent similar occurrences in the future.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to your prompt and just resolution of this
issue.

Copy: Sri Lanka Institute of Development Administration (SLIDA)
District Secretary, District Secretariat Vavuniya
Divisional Secretary, Divisional Secretariat Vavuniya
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