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Message fron the
President of Sei Lanka

T'am very much pleased to send this message to the souvenir published to commorate
the services of late Hon. S. Thondaman.

I have associated the late Minister, Hon. S. Thondaman for nearly a decade. He
strode the Sri Lankan political arena like a giant, serving his people in the plantation sector.
His struggle for the liberation of the plantation community has borne results. The Planta- )
tion schools and dispensaries were taken over by the government and a well planned hous-
ing schemes are being set up. There is a visible improvement in literacy rates, and a decline
in infant mortality and maternal mortality rates.

Besides he played an active role in achieving a negotiated settlement to the ethnic
problem of Sri Lanka.

Late Mr. Thondaman's death is undoubtedly an irreparable loss at this juncture. But
he will be remembered as a unique leader and an able politician.

I wish to see his followers following in his footsteps to realize the cherished dream
of creating a united Sri Lanka.

EORRS e
Chandrika Bandazanaike Kumaratunyga
PRESIDENT.
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the Leader of the Opposition
Z0on. Ranil Wickramasinghe

On the occasion of the celebrations of the Malayaga Tamil Sahithya Vizha, it is with
pleasure I recall the services rendered by the late Leader of the Malayaga Tamil People Mr. S.

Thondaman.

It is Mr. S. Thondaman's vision which was instrumental in creating the Trade Union

Movement which won in overwhelming measure the rights of the Estate Workers.
The Ceylon Workers Congress is testimony to this fact.
I wish your Vizha all success.

With kind regards,
Hon. Ranil Wickramasinghe
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Toon. R. Sampanthan, M.

The late Mr. S. Thondaman was a great leader with rare leadership qualities. He was
the undisputed leader of an underprivileged people who had been denied basic fundamental
rights in a Country in which they were domiciled for several decades before the Country
attained independence. They had toiled to build the Country's economy, but they were
economically and socially the most underprivileged people in the Country. Such a people
needed a strong and wise leader and the late Mr. S. Thondaman very ably filled that demand.
Perhaps no one else could have assumed that role as ably as he did.

He was a courageous and dedicated visionary with a single mindedness of purpose;
which was to alleviate the plight of his people and give them an equal status in the country. In
his endeavors to do so, he initially faced the severest of odds. A weaker leader would have
wilted. But Mr. Thondaman relentlessly strode on until he achieved success. The rights
achieved by the Plantation Tamils are attributable to the sagacity and skills of the late
Mr. S. Thondaman. He has laid the foundation on which everything else could be built. He
has earned for himself a treasured and indelible place in their History.

The late Mr. Thondaman was also concerned about the plight of the indigenous
Tamil population. He worked in co-operation with Tamil leaders. He was one of the
founder Presidents of the Tamil United Liberation Front along with the late Mr. S. J. V.
Chelvanayagam Q. C. and the late Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam Q. C.

He wanted all the people to whom Sri Lanka was their home to be equal citizens, in a
free and united country.

Though the late Mr. Thondaman lived up to a ripe old age, the void created by his
demise would by very difficult to fill.

R. Sampanthan

Member of Parliament
Trincomalee District
Secretary General

Tamil United Liberation Front
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doon. Sauwmyamooethy Thondaman

Late Hon. Saumyamoorthy Thondaman could undoubtedly be referred to as the father of
the Plantation Civilization. The yeomen services he rendered to his people who made him the
Leader, is unparalleled, in the service to humanity in this country and will be written in letters of
gold in the annals of history of this island nation. The feeling he had for his fellow people was not
for personal aggrandizement but one born out of a genuine sympathy for the lot of the plantation
workers, who were a much deprived group of people at one time politically, socially, economically
and culturally.

He succeeded in giving able leadership to a class of people, who had no bargaining
strength, by organizing them into one of the most formidable Trade Unions in the country,
namely the Ceylon Workers Congress.

Through this movement he completely transformed the social environment in the plantations
by intreducing reforms in Education, Health, Infrastructure, Housing, that led to a rise in the standard
of living of the estate folk in a very remarkable way. Thondaman is a legend of the new Estate
Culture and he has carved out an everlasting niche in the hearts and minds of the estate population.

This colossus of a leader was a trailblazer and made the down trodden community to
emerge from its slumber and backwardness in society and stand in par with the rest of the
citizens in the country.

Hon. Thondaman was an slumber politician, who had no equal when it came to
bargaining for the rights of his people. He was an intellect par excellence and a gentleman of
the highest order. He never minced him words in giving expression to his convictions. His
benevolence was not confined only to his people but transcended to other communities as well
be they Sinhala, Muslims, Burgher or any others. Therefore he was held in high esteem not
only the people in the plantation sector but by all the other communities in Sri Lanka.

I was particularly fortunate to have had the privilege of associating him for nearly a decade
as a public officer and during this period T had the rare opportunity of witnessing the diplomacy and
astuteness, with which he handled co-ordination work between state officials and politicians.

Hon. Thondaman was a man who had a vision and a mission to accomplish and he left
no stone unturned until he realized his goal; a lesson to be well taken by all of us in this country.

I am sure the memory of Hon. Thondaman will be everlasting and his ideologies will
reverberate in the hills for generations to come. y

Palitha Elkaduwa

Secretary

Ministry of industries, Trade and Commerce Tourism, Estate Infrastructure,
Livestock Development, Hindu Cultural Affairs Education (Tamil) Social Service
& Rehabilitation, Central Province.
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