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Ministry of Human Resources Developement, Education and Cultural Affairs

MESSAGE

It gives me great pleasure to send a message to the Souvenir being published to

mark the All Island Tamil Language Day Celebrations - 2002.

This day is dedicated to a distinguished scholar par excellence, Swamy
Vipulananda. He hailed from the east, educated in the North, held the post of the first
professor for Tamil in the University of Annamalai and of the Ceylon University and

contributed immensely for Tamil Language, Tamil Literature, Music and Education.

Participation of Tamil, Muslim and Sinhalese students in these All Island Tamil
Language Day Competitions will help them exchange their potentials to create a friendly
atmosphere and will help them to be aware of the values of Tamil Language, Tamil

Literature and Tamil Culture.

| wish to congratulate the award winners and all the participants of the All Island

Tamil Language Day Competitions - 2002.

I would like to thank all those who gave their shoulders to uplift this occasion

and made this event a memorable one.

My earnest hope is to witness communal harmony and peace in Sri Lanka, through
such competitions, where students of all three communities participate without a

hinderance.

While expressing my deep appreciation of this achievement by the Tamil Unit, |
sincerely hope that you will, gain strength in future to make an even greater contribution

towards the nations education than it has done before.

i, Lol

Dr. Karunasena Kodithuwakku
Minister of Human Resources Developement, Education and Cultural Affairs
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Suranimal Rajapaksa-M.P. Minister of School Education

ALL ISLAND TAMIL LANGUAGE DAY CELEBRATIONS
MESSAGE FROM THE HON’BLE MINISTER OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

It is with great pleasure | am sending this message fo the souvenir issued on the

occasion of the All Island Tamil Language Day Celebrations.

Tamil Language Day Celebrations in Schools Commenced in the year 1970 and
After re-organizing the Tamil Unit in the Ministry of Education the competitions and
celebrations are held regularly. From 1991 the Tamil day celebrations are conducted in
the national level to commemorate the great Tamil Scholar Swami Vipulanandhar. I am
happy to note that Swami Vipulanandhar was the first professor of Tamil in the University

of Annamalai in the University of Ceylon.

The competitions organized by the Tamil Language unit at this celebrations is a
task which adds significant value fo the service of this Ministry which improves the Tamil
language skills among the school children. The celebrations are conducted to reveal its
cultural aspects and the students are encouraged to study the language to participate on

national level.

At the beginning competitions were conducted fo tamil students only and later
extended to sinhala students too on reading and writing skills. Special programmes are
reserved for muslim students. This type of competitions will definitely help in strengthening
national unity among all three communities who are participating with a sense of mutual
understanding and respect to each other’s language. These competitions can play an
important role in building communal harmony and peace in Sri Lanka. | expect the
principals and Teachers to play a prominent role organizing the Tamil language

competitions at school level.

| thank all those involved and participated in organizing this national event and |

wish all Island Tamil Language Day Celebration all success.

!

Suranimal Rajapaksa

Minister of School Education &
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MESSAGE

from the Secretary, Ministry of Human Resources Development,
Education and Cultural Affairs
All Island Tamil Language Day Celebrations - 2002

Itis a great pleasure to send this message to the souvenir published on the occasion

of the All Island Tamil Language Day celebrations - 2002.

Tamil Language Unit of the Ministry of Human Resources Development, Education
& Cultural Affairs organizes the Tamil Language Day Competitions annually with the

assistance of schools, zonal and provincial education authorities.

Language reflects the culture, wisdom and knowledge of a community. As a tool
of human communication it enables us fo understand others. Language plays a major

role in education. It is the basis for all kinds of learning.

The Ministry of Human Resources Development, Education & Cultural Affairs has
given prime importance for the Language education and has taken necessary steps for
its improvement. National languages are included in the curriculum of the general
education as subjects as well as the media of instruction. Children can learn their mother
tongue, Sinhala or Tamil as first language from grades 1 -11. Sinhala and Tamil are

included as second national language in the curriculum from 3 - 9.

Apart from formal teaching - learning process, school children learn the language
through co-curricular activities with interest. That way Tamil Language Day Competitions
held at school, zonal, provincial and national levels give opportunities for many children
to participate in different events. By taking part in these events children not only learn the

language skills but develop their personality.
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s 2 | thank the Director and Staff of the Tamil Language Unit who have worked hard
| and contributed in many ways to make this event a success.
* . :
I wish the celebrations all success.
&
o V.K. Nanayakkara
& Secretary
. ».
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from the Secretary Ministry of School Education.

It gives me great pleasure to sent a facilitation message on the occasion of the All

Island Tamil Language Day Celebration which is to be held on 17th December, 2002.

We live in a society where social harmony is regarded as an essential instrument
for peaceful living among citizens. Learning Languages during the school carrier serve

as an important factor that stimulates cultural and social developments.

Ministry of Human Development, Education and Cultural Affairs has given top
most priority to the study of Tamil Language. Students whose first language is Snihala
are being encouraged to study Tamil Language. Since employers in Sri Lanka seek out
individuals who have the capacity to effectively interact with others across cultures and
language. Tamil Language has been able to emerge as an option for selection for the
purpose. Participation in Language Day Activities organized by the Tamil Language Unit
of the Ministry of Human Resources Development, Education & Cultural AHairs in
collaboration with the Provincial Education Authorities also will serve as a spring board

to move forward in achieving peaceful co-habitation.

| congratulate all those involved in this endeavour.

H.M.Sirisena
Ministry of School Education.
9/10/2002
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MESSAGE

from the Additional Secretary, Ministry of Human Resources
Development,
Education and Cultural Affairs

| am very much pleased to send this message to the Souvenir, which is published

in the occasion of the All Island Tamil Language Day Celebration.

Language is a gift o the mankind. Only the human beings can speak and write.
Language gives unique identiy to communities. Richness of the culture, values and

knowledge of a community is reflected by its language.

Ministry of Human Resources Development, Education & Cultural Affairs has taken
many steps for the development of language education among school children.
Languages, especially our national language - Sinhala and Tamil are given an important
place in the school curriculum. Ministry also has a plan to develop and assist the Tamil

Language Unit to do more for Tamil Language development.

Tamil Language is a widely used ancient language with valuable literature . The
Tamil Language day competitions and conducted annually definitely help the present
generation to know about their mother tongue and to develop their language skills.
These competitions are arranged in such a way to accommodate the children of all
communities to develop communal harmony, mutual understanding and national

integration.

| thank Mr. N. Nadarajah the Head of the Tamil Language Unit and staff who
worked very hard and all those who have contributed in many ways to make this national

event a success.
With best wishes.

}M.Nr‘

Dr. G.L.S. Nanayakkara
Additional Secretary - Education Quality Development
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1. Milton’s Paradise Lost

“My Fairest, my espoused, my latest found

A wake the morning shines,
How nature paints her colours, how the bee

sits on the bloom extracting liguid sweet”
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Heavens lest, best gift, my evernew delight
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2. William Shakespeare Seven Stages of man’ in As You Like it

At first the infant

Mewling and puking in the nurse;s arms”
“.....And then the lover

Sighing like furnace, with a woeful ballad

[ Made to his mistress’ eyebrow....”
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