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UNHCR, the United Nations
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mandered by the United
Nations to lead and coordinate
imternarional action for
warldwide protection and
assistance to refugees and
displaced persons.

Dear Reader,

Sexual and gender-based violence is not an easy topic to discuss, but we must. It is
difficult to discuss SGBV because it can make us uncomfortable and because the
topic is so broad. Sexual and gender-based violence can occur anywhere and to
anyone. It is not limited to women. Tt is not limited to physical abuse. It includes
any action taken against someone on the basis of their sex or gender. Everything
from workplace harassment and denying education to rape and forced prostitution
can be included, to name just a few forms of SGBV.

In this expanded edition of Focus on Protection, we hope to lay out not just the
problems but also the solutions. SGBV is not an issue where anyone wins, but we
can prevent further violence and aid those who have suffered past abuse. I hope
that you will join us in our campaign against sexual and gender-based violence and
help us raise awareness about this dangerous epidemic.

Wallaya Pura
Representative a.i, UNHCR Sri Lanka
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Sex and Gender

What is Sexual and Gender
Based Violence? |

“Sexual violence”, “gender-based violence”™ and “violence
aganst women” are terms that are commonly used
interchangeably. All these phrases refer to violations of
fundamental human rights that perpetuate stereotypical sex
roles that deny human dignity and the self-determination of

the individual.

The United Nations General Assembly Declaration on the
Elimination of Violence Against Women (1993) defines
Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) as ....violence that
is directed against a person on the basis of gender or sex. It
includes acts that inflict physical, mental or sexval harm or
sulfering, threats of such acts, coercion and other deprivations
of liberty....While women, men, boys and girls can be victims
of gender based violence, women and girls are the main
victims.

SGBY includes a broad range of possible acts which could
take a variery of forms. In the table on the right, there isa
brief list of a few examples of SGBV.

SGBV can effect all ages and botk
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Consequences of SGBV

Emotional consequences

SGBYV often causes great stress to victims, leading to feelings
of depression, anger, anxiety or fear. Victims may blame
themselves, generating a sense of shame and self-hate. SGBV
can even lead to mental illness or suicidal thoughts and
behaviour.

Social consequences

Victims of SGBV often experience difficulties in their
relationships with family and other members of the
community. They may be blamed for the incident. The
stigma of being a victim can lead 1o social rejection and
isolation, and victims may be prevented from doing things
like carning money or caring for children. In this way,
SGBYV can push women victims into poverty, increasing the
inequality between men and women.

Physical effects

Victims of SGBV may suffer from not only physical injuries
and shock, but also the threat of infection and disease. Such
injuries can also have long term effects: disability, infection,
chronic pain, eating or sleeping disorders, and alcohol and
drug abuse.

Effects on reproductive health

Sexual violence can cause damage to a viciim’s reproductive
health. For instance, it can lead to miscarriages, unwanted
pregnancies, unsafe abortions, sexually transmied diseases
(STDs) and gynaecological disorders.

Fatal outcomes

SGBV can even kill: extreme violence can lead to
death; victims experiencing great emotional distress
may resort to suicide; sexual violence can cause the
infection of HIV/AIDS; complications from physical
injuries can cause infant or maternal mortality,
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SGBV in
Sri Lanka

SGBYV during conflict......

The people of Sri Lanka have endured almost two
decades of war. The trauma of conflict has affected the
entire country, but has especially ravaged the north
and east of the island. For these communities the war
not only signified violence, destruction and loss of life,
it resulted (among other things) in repeated
displacement and loss of livelihood, high levels of
poverty, lack of basic necessities like food and water,
lack of access to education and disruption of social and
familial structures. In situations of armed conflict,
women and children can become the most vulnerable
and be subject to all forms of SGBV. Rape, sexual
harassment, torture, assault, forced prostitution and
trafficking are some of the examples of SGBV
experienced by these vulnerable groups.

.while displaced...

Sri Lanka has one of the largest populations of
internally displaced people in the world, where an
estimated 800,000 people were forced to leave their
homes due to conflict. The majority of these IDPs are
women and children. A significant number of the
displaced communities sought refuge at welfare centres
and some were offered shelter by host communities in
the North Western and North Central provinces of
the island.

When populations flee conflict, their family and
community support systems frequently break down.
Families are often separated during conflict and while
tleeing, with many women and children living without
husbands and extended families.

There are many contributing factors to the high levels
of SGBV within welfare centres. Conditions in welfare
centres are poor, and the desolate living conditions,
and the general level of trauma within the population,
is reflected by the disturbing rate of suicide, high levels
of alcohol dependency, and frequent incidence of
domestic violence, child abuse, and violence in the
centres. The threat of sexual violence is always present
mn such climates, where social and family structures
have collapsed, and social boundaries have become
blurred. Girls can be seen as ‘easy targets” in welfare
centres, thereby becoming victims of outright rape or
coercion. Some of them are forced into prostitution or
to bestow ‘favours’ on powerful men in order to
survive. The perpetrators of SGBV are sometimes the
very people upon whom survivors depend to assist and
protect them. Girls and women are coerced and
sexually used because they do
not know their rights and
because they cannot sustain
themselves financially.
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Out of necessity, many
internally displaced women
have assumed some traditional
“male” roles in order to
provide for themselves and
their families. Husbands and
fathers may feel powerless,
confused and resentful: their
traditional role as provider
and protector of the family
has been temporarily userped
by the humanitarian
organisations that  provide
tfood and shelrer.

Women have also been targets
of custodial violence during
search operations, where they are sometimes harassed
at checkpoints or at night during security checks of
their homes. Although a state of ceasefire has been
declared between the Government of Sri Lanka
(GoSL) and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), media reports claim that violations continue,
though not to the extent thar existed prior to the cease
fire. SGBV is also perpetrated by non-state actors
where Sinhala women have been direct victims of such
attacks.
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Now, following the ceasefire, and the Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) between the GoSL and the
LTTE, thousands of women and children are leaving
the camps and villages where they lived through the
conflict and are returning to the war-torn regions that
were their homes,

Here they will meet an uncertain future and will have
to face and overcome turther obstacles to reconstructing
their lives which had so far been shaped by displacement.
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..and also outside of war...

In additien to SGBV associated with the situation of
armed conflict, there are also incidents of SGBV that
occur within the family, workplace and community.
The root causes of SGBV lie in society’s attitudes
towards and practises of gender discrimination, which
place women in a subordinate position in relation to
men. Rape, incest, sexual harassment, grave sexual
abuse, tratficking, forced prostitution are some examples
of SGBV as acknowledged by the penal code of Sri Lanka,
However there are other forms of SGBV, common in Sri
Lanka, such as marital rape and domestic violence, which
are not recognised under Sri Lankan law.

Besides the lack of legal recognition of domestic violence
as an offence punishable by law, wife beating and sexual
violence within families are often not seen as violations of
human rights, but rather as “family issues” which can and
should be resolved within the family. There is a tendency
to give family unity preference over a woman’s physical
security and so acts of violence, which would not be
tolerated in a public arena, are thus condoned within the
home.

Often societal attitudes in Sri Lanka are such that the
victim/survivor tends to be blamed for the occurrence
of SGBV. The emotional damage to victims/survivors
1s compounded by the implication that the perpetrator
is not at fault. Because of the fear of social stigma, most
of them never report the incident and the majority of
incidents of SGBV go unreported.
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Addressing
SGBV

PREVENTING SGBV

Transforming attitudes

SGBYV 1s a product of people’s attirudes. It is more likely
to occur in communities which value men more than
women, which prevent women from taking part in
decision making, and which afford women fewer rights
than men. In such communities, SGBV may be quietly
accepted, tolerated or even condoned.

But if these attitudes can be turned around - so that
women are afforded the same rights, respect and status as
men - then there should develop in the community a
widely-held belief that violence against women is simply
not acceptable. Such a belief is the best defence against
SGBV. It can be promoted through a variety of strategies,
such as public awareness campaigns, training workshops
and radio discussions.

Collecting accurate information
To understand how widespread SGBV is in the
community, 1t is critical to record incidents and to monitor
how effective SGBV prevention strategies have been.

Addressing the special needs of

displaced communities

In displaced communities, programmes to reduce SGBV
should also focus on the various factors that can make SGBV
a greater problem in those communities. Examples of such
programmes include nitiatives 1o re-establish family and
community support structures, to improve privacy in welfare
after their families on the own.
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SEX AND GENDER:
WHAT’S THE
DIFFERENCE’

i .To understand the w1de range of acts that
_ constitute  sexual and gender-based

violence, it is useful to dlstmgulsh-
: 'bez:ween the terms gender and sex.

L term sex refers to the bzo[ogzcal -
: 'j'.-charactensncs of males and females We
are 311 born as elther a man or woman..

"_-"Gendcr refers the socml charactensucs-_'
v _ass1gned "'.-‘to ‘men ~and. ‘women. Society
~ expects us to behave in certain ways
i because we are er,ther men or women.
'_"'j--"_These expectations are influenced by our
'-culture relxg;on and Where We a:re fmm 3

 we de :the commumty, a,n_ he_pOWBr' '
-'_relamsns between men. and won 'en i

Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



RESPONDING TO SGBV

SGBV can have many adverse consequences, from the physical
and emotional harm done 1o victims, to the increased feelings of
fear and insecurity in the community, to the greater strains
placed on the legal system. Responses to SGBV should therefore
address all levels: the victim, the perpetrator, and the broader
community and legal system.

The basis of an effective response to SGBYV is a referral system,
This means having clear processes in place such thar whenever
an incident of SGBV occurs, the case is recorded, the victim is
provided with appropriate assistance and the legal system deals
with the perpetrator - all in a timely manner.

Victims of SGBV may require not just health care, but also
psychosocial care - such as counselling or support groups - and
security, if there is a threat of further violence. Legal support
should also be provided to those who wish to seek legal redress
for the crimes committed. All health, legal and social workers
providing such assistance should be trained to support victims in
a caring and professional manner.

An effective legal response to incidents of SGBV requires a
strong working relatonship between the police, the judiciary
and public prosecutors, as well as the health and social workers
providing support to the victim. It is also critical that perpetrators
are dealt with in a manner that is both timely and respectful of
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SGBV and
UNHCR

Acts of sexual and genderbased violence violate a number of
Human Rights principles enshrined in international Human
Rights Jaws. These include the right to security of the person; the
right 1o the highest attamable standard of physical and mental
health; the right to freedom from torture or cruel, mhuman, or
degrading treaument and the right to life. As the United Nations
refugee agency, UNHCR is mandated to provide international
protection to refugess. In Sn Lanka, UNHCR is also charged
with the protecung of IDPs as agreed with the Government.
UNHCR together with States shares the responsibility for
ensunng that refugees are protected against SGBV. While most
victims are women and most perpetrators are men,

infringements take a variety of forms and can be perpetrated by
and against both men and women.

UNHCR has 1ssued many directves specifically addressing the
issues of sexual and gender-based violence and general protection
of refugees and IDPs, especially women and children including;
Sexual Violence Against Refugees: Guidelines on Prevention and
‘Response; UNHCR Executive Commutiee Conclusions; the
United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of Violence
against Women; the Convennon on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women and the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action.

UNHCR’s Five
Commitments to Refugees
and Internally Displaced
Women

UNHCR  has dedicated itsell to  implementing five key
commutments that will advance the nghts of refugee and internally
displaced women, mainstream gender equality, and help prevent
and ensure compassionate responses to sexual and genderbased
vioknce. Whilst these five commitments do not constinute an
exhaustive Dist of prionties for refugee and mternally displaced
wornerl, they nevertheless form critical building blocks for
eliminating the vulnerability of refugees and IDPs 1o SGBV. The
COMMITTTIENS are;

L. Develop integrated country-level strategies to address sexual
violence, mchuding domestic violence, against refugee/internally
displaced women.

2. Register refugee/internally displaced women individually and
provide them with relevant documentation to ensure their
individual security, freedom of movement and access to essential
services. All IDPs/refugess—both men and women are to
participate equally in the registration process.

3. Ensure that 50 per cent of representatives in all management
committees and other bodies representing refugees/IDPs to
UNHCR 1 urban, rural and camp settings are swomen.

4. Ensure refugee/internally displaced women'’s direct and indirect
participation m the management of food and nondood item
distribution so that these goods are directly controlled by adult
female household members.

5. The provision of sanitary matenals to all women and girds of
concern 1o UNHCR should become a standard practice in
UNHCRs assistance programmes,
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Campaign
Against SGBV

In Sri Lanka, UNHCR has identified sexual and gender-based
violence as a major protection concern among the country’s
displaced communities. SGBV is a very broad concept. It
inchudes everything from rape, to incest, to domestic violence, to
alcoholrelated violence, to trafficking, to discrimination in the
workplace, to the subjugation of women in the home, to
physical harassment on buses or at work, to demeaning
comments and gestures.

One of the reasons that SGBV s prevalent in S Larika is the
lack of information and awareness about this issue within Sri
Lankan society. Understanding, the consequences of this paucity
of mformation to groups who are most vulnerable to SGBV,
UNHCR has many projects that focus extensively on raising
awareness. Together with its implemerting partners in and
around the country, UNHCR has worked with the IDP
community, the host population, the legal fraternity, the police
and NGO'’s extensively since 2003 to train them and encourage
them to be aware of SGBV in the country and as such 10
strengthen their institational and personal capacity.

Following on from this, UNHCR will lawunch a media
campaign on SGBV in English, Sinhala and Tamil at the end of
2004, focusing on creating awareness and stressing the need for
preventative measures. Acknowledging that SGBV i a
navonwide concern, UNHCR intends to target the entire
population through its media campaign in print and electronic
media.

Another reason that SGBV is prevalent in Sri Lanka is women's
economical dependence on mery; therefore many of UNHCR's
SGBYV programs involve [acilitating the provision of vocational
traming for women so that they are capable of becoming self-
sufficient. Addressing specific protection issues such as SGBV can
also act as a canalyst for discussing other issues such as health,
alcohol awareness, education and employment.

UNHCR works alongside a number of local and international
NGOs 1 addressing issues of SGBV. Examples of these
implementing parmers include District Child Protection
Committee, Family Rehabilitation Centre, FORUT, Holistic
Centre, St Lanka Fuman Rights Commission, HUDEC,
JSAC, Legal Aid Foundation (LAF), Probation Services Jaffna,
Save the Chidren, Sewa ILanka, Shatum, Women’s
Development Centre (WDC), Rural Development Foundation
(RDE), Centre for Women’s Research (CENWOR) and
UNICEF.
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Projects in Progress

UNHCR i1s most active in its field locations in the north
and the east of Sri Lanka. One of its first initiatives on
gender issues was in Vavuniya in 1999/2000 when
UNHCR sought to work with Suriya, a well-recognised
women’s NGO m Batticalea, to provide training and
experuse to another NGO based in Vavuniya. Thereafter,
UNHCR has engaged in many ad hoc projects on SGBV
as and when the need arose.

With the sudden increase in the number of reported
incidents of SGBV especially in the Puttalam area,
UNHCR made an effort to streamline its activities to
systematically address the increasing number of sexual and
gender-based violence incidents. Although, the focus was
on both men and women as stated above, the women
proved to be the most vulnerable. As such many of
UNHCR’s programmes on SGBV focused on the plight

of women.

In Jaffna, UNHCR focused on strengthening the capacity
of the Jaffna Social Action Centre (JSAC), a national
NGO, to better address SGBV. JSAC provides a ‘safe
haven” for women who need an outlet from their
everyday lives, they are provided some form of vocational
training and it functions as a forerunner providing training
on a variety of human rights issues with the assistance of
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experts in that field In 2003, the national organizations
working on gender issues decided to form a women’s
commitice through which they aim to sireamline their
activities and minimise duplication.

A similar initiative has been taken in Purtalim with the
formation of a women’s commirtee with representation from
the Legal Aid Foundation (LAF), the Human Rights
Commission (HRC), FORUT, Child Vision, the District
Medical Officer and UNICEF. This commiuee secks to
monitor acts of SGBV and takes appropriate action to ensure
the salety of the survivor(s). It requests support from the GoSL
and other NGOs to provide survivors of SGBV with medical,
psychological and legal aid.

In Puttalam, FORUT in conjunction with UNHCR has an
“Empowerment of Women” program which helps women in
Welfare Centres and Resettlement villages to acquire vocational
skills so that they will have resources with which to improve
their living conditions. The skills taught to the women include
sewing, food processing, handicrafi-making and small
enterprise devclopment.

Two “drop in” centres were opened in the two largest welfare
centres in Vavuniya in order to raise awareness of SGBV
amongst the IDP community and provide the survivors with a
place 10 go to when they require assistance. This initiative
appears to be effective, especially as the persons working there
are from amongst the IDP and host comsmunities which in
turn foster greater understanding and acceptance of the need to
seek assistance in such cases,

A similar exercise has been initiated in Trincomalee with the
formation of women’s groups within the welfare centres. This
group conducts its meetings in their community centre and has
functioned as a “self help” group for women survivors. In 2004,
this concept was extended 1o include the men within the
welfare centres with the intention of not alienating the men
from these discussions. This move has hitherto been readily
accepted.

In Mannar, UNHCR worked closely with the Rural
Development Foundation (RDF) as its implementing partner
to set up an SGBV “network”™- in essence, a comprehensive
referral system. For instance, the Legal Aid Foundation (LAF)
will provide legal support, RDF will coordinate with the
Police’s women and children’s desk, and doctors and therapists
will be on-call in the event of a referral.

The main focus of UNHCR activities is to raise awareness o
SGBV with the aim of empowering women socially and
economically. Targeting both IDPs in welfare centres as well 2
returnees, the programmes in place involve a range of activities
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- Forming women’s groups and holding workshops to
raise awareness of SGBV, women’s rights, health and
leadership skills.

- Conducting programmes, such as street dramas and
puppet shows, to raise awareness on women's rights in

centres,

- Holding training workshops on sexual and gender-based
violence, conflict resolution and peaceful coexistence.

- Establishing “dropin centres” in welfare centres that
offer mformation and counselling services, and
conducting referrals for health and legal services in cases
of SGBV.

Holding vocational training programmes and providing
grants for vulnerable women IDPs to enable them to
start earning a living

- Operating day-care centres for children from moming to
evening so that they can be in a safe environment while
mothers engage in work or other productive activiries

Tracking SGBV in Puttalam

As part of UNHCR's effort to collect accurate information
about SGBV, a survey was conducted in Puttalam. The results
show how widespread SGBV has become and provide useful
information about the types of SGBV present, The table on
the opposite page shows the results of the survey.

[0S

Training on

Victim’s
Rights  for
State
Prosecutors

B = i52 1 A
Training on “Victims Rights vs. Rights of the Accused in an
Adversarial System” was organised by the Attorney General’s
department, the Centre for the Victims of Crime and UNHCR on
14 August 2004. This was artended by dose upon a hundred State
Counsel and Prosecuting Attomeys from the Attomey General's
Department. The key note address on protection of victims of
gender-based violence within the Sri Lankan criminal system was
delivered by the Anomey General M. K.C. Kamalasabayson and
he was followed by Justioe Shiranee Thilakawardena, Judge of the
Supreme Court who spoke on Fuman rights, equality and their
accommodation in an adversarial system through victim-friendly
procedures.

An international perspective on the issue was provided by
Mr. Nick Cowdery QC, Diretor of Public Prosecutions
(Australia) and President of the Intemational Association of
Prosecutors in his address on “Balancing Rights — the Role of the
Proseauor” and by Justice Marcus Einfeld QC a former Supreme
and Federal Court Judge and Human Rights Commissioner in
Australia who spoke on a “Comparison of the Adversarial System
with the Inquisttorial System within a Fuman Rights Framework ”
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SGBV IN PUTTALAM DISTRICT
within January 2003 and December 2003
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Mobile Health Clinic and attention
to SGBYV in Trincomalee

UNHCR and the Sn Lankan Red Cross Society (SLRCS) are
conducting a doublefaceted programme to help vulnerable
people, especially women and children, in T'rincomalee District.
"The project comprises the use of 2 Mobile Health Clinic to meet
the medical and health necds of the IDP’s and returnee
communitics, and an analogous programme whose agenda is

addressing the problems of SGBV.

The Mobile Health Clinic provides curative care, psychosocial
and counselling support, as well as awareness especially to
women and adolescent children, on HIV/AIDS, other sexually
transmitted diseases and protection from them, reproductive
health, and the use of contraceptives. The programme will be
continued unul the state health sector restores the public health
structure in the area.

The complementary SGBV programme cncourages women's
groups to openly discuss SGBV and thereby promotes
reporting, It raises awareness in communities about the negative
effects of violence on families and communities at large, it
promotes awareness about women’s rights, and provides
wiformation and support to abused women on services available
to them.

Island Wide Survey of SGBV

To better understand the extent of SGBV in Sri Lanka’s North
and Fast, as well as how key actors are responding 10 reported
cases, UNHCR commissioned the Centre for Women’s
Research (CENWOR) to carry out a survey on sexual and
genderbased violence in the North and East of the country in
late 2003. The survey collected dara from key institutions that
have direct links to victims of SGBV, such as police stations,
hospitals and welfare centres for a period of three months
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Iv assesses action taken by these institutions in response to
mdvidual complaints  inchading  results achieved and/or
issucs/concerns/problems faced/identified. A survey of the
South of the country will be done as a second phase to the above.
Data that had already been gathered by CENWOR during a
previous research for the areas of Galle, Moneragala and
Hambantota will be updated during the sccond phase.

The mformation gathered, although not exhaustive, identifies
the number and nature of incidents, perpetrators, vicims, action
taken erc. and enables a general overview of the SGBV sitvation
in Sti Lanka. This survey will also be used to identify gaps
carrently present in addressing SGBV, so that better coordinated
strategies could be formulated in dealing with these issues.

These are just some examples of how UNHCR is trying to deal
with SGBV in Sa Lanka. There are many other projects in
progress and numerous other individuals and organisations who
are trying to combat this phenomenon within our society. It is
an understatement to say that SGBV is a complex issue. It is an
area of concern that will take years to address with any type of
efficacy. Still 1t 1s necessary 1o start somewhere, and the results of
past efforts to address SGBV have been promising, The hope
today is to create social mechanisms which will be able to
provide for the immediate and long-term needs of survivors as
well as to creae a climate of awareness and respect for women,
so that Sexual and Gender-Based Violence will no longer be such
a recurrent problem in Sri Lanka.

UNHCR Spokesperson
for SGBV

Swarna Mallawarachchi s one of Sn
Lanka’s leading actresses, certamnly one of
the most versatile and daring, She has been

& the leading lady of Sri Lankan cinema for
!.hc past two decades. She is the atypical Sri Lankan actress,
popular and acclaimed by both audiences and critics alike. She
emtered the film word with no twining or experience but
proved to be a natural star, In her career, she acted in 45 films,
won the Best Actress Award 26 times, and received the honour
of the Presidential, OCIC, Sarasawiva and Swarna Sanka
Awards. During all her dme n anema, Mallawarachchi
mamtained high standards for the roles she played and films she

joined, never once producing a commercial film.

Recently, she jomed UNHCR as a spokesperson against sexual
and gender-based violence (SGBV). As UNHCR begins its
island-wide media campaign against SGBV, Mallawarachchi will
lead the way, speaking out, and helping to protect the
vulnerable.

Houndation.
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SGBV Media Campaign

One of the reasons SGBV is prevalent in Sri Lanka is a lack of
information and awareness about this issue within Sri Lankan
society. Understanding the consequences of this lack of
mformation to groups who are most vulnerable to SGBV,
UNHCR has initiated projects which focus extensively on
raising awareness and prevention.  Together with its
implementing partners in and around the country, UNHCR
has worked with the IDP community, the host population, the
legal network, the police and NGOs extensively since 2003 to
train and encourage them to be aware of SGBV in the country

and as such, strengthen their institutional and personal capacity.

As part of this awarenessraising programme, UNHCR will be
launching a SGBV media campaign on 7 December 2004.
UNHCR has ensured the inclusion of national expertise in
designing the campaign in order to secure the alliance of national
organizations.  Acknowledging that SGBV is a nationwide
concern, UNHCR intends to target the entire population
through print and clectronic media, in addition to grassroot
activities aimed specifically at IDP communities,

The SGBV Campaign on Domestic Violence

The campaign 1s focused on three types of violence: domestic
violence, sexual harassment at the work place and child sexual
abuse. The key message is that SGBV is not acceptable. For
example, domestic violence is not acceptable even though it takes
place in the privacy of one’s home. It is not acceptable for men
to make lewd comments to women or to inappropriately touch
women in crowded buses. It is not acceptable to deny women a
role in decision-making, whether in the family or the wider-
community. In this sense, the campaign aims to build a
community-wide culture of mtwolerance of SGBV,
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The SGBV campaign also seeks to address the issue of
child sexual abuse

The campaign will run for one year, concluding at the end of
2005. It will muually be publicised in the print, television,
nternet and radio mediums, with this coverage being followed
by grassroot awarenessraising in the field through inter alia
mobile floats, stickers, hoardings and street dramas.

he elimination of sexual harassment in the workplace
is also a key aim of the UNHCR campaign.

I is hoped that by virtue of udlising such a diverse range of
media outets, UNHCR will be able to reach all members of
society, to not only create awareness of SGBV, but also stress its
prevention.

Foundation.
ham.org
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Thank you for your interest in UNHCR’s
protection activities. For more information, please
contact any one of our offices.

ZONE 1:

Sub Office Jaffna
223, Temple Road
Nallur, Jaffna
021-2222005
021-2226078
lkaja@unhcr.ch

ZONE 2:

Sub Office Vavuniya
210/25, Temple Road
Kurumankadu, Vavuniya
024-2222550

024-2223752
lkava@unhcr.ch

Field Office Trincomalee
63, Post Office Road
Trincomalee
026-2224027

026-2221845
lkatr@unhcr.ch

ZONE 3:

Field Office Kilinochchi
147, Kandy Road,
Karadipokku, Kilinochchi
021-2285722

021-2285764
lkaki@unhcr.ch

Field Office Mannar
Moor Street, Mannar
023-2232380
023-2233145
lkama@unhcr.ch

Field Office Batticaloa

53B, Lady Manning Drive, Batticaloa
065-2226478

lkaba@unhecr.ch

Representation & Field Office Colombo

97, Rosmead Place
Colombo 7
11-2683968
11-2683971
lkaco@unhcr.ch
www.unhcr.lk
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