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I had a dream §

I had a dream. | wanted to have a cinema of my own one day. | did not tell ‘3-‘\

it to anybody because it would have been an impossible thing considering my %‘
humble beginnings. | believed in the saying “If there is a will there is a way”. It &f

was a child hood dream. In due course as | reached adolescence the seed began ::f

to germinate. | loved music and all allied arts. X

Having no place of my own to start a business | thought of an improvised
cool bar under the shade of a tree with only a hawker’s hand cart. This enabled
me to avoid any objection from the Municipal Council because it was not illegal
to sell things under a tree since there was no permanent construction. Since
the tree was at the main bus stand | had no difficulty in attracting customers. As
I'had no money for capital outlay | asked a person who was selling oranges to
supply me with bag full of oranges daily for which the payment was done at the
end of the day after my sales. With the money | earned in this manner it was
possible for me to employ an assistant to handle the sales. | thanked my lucky
stars because it was a very profitable small scale enterprise. | started life as an
entrepreneur in this manner when | was very young without borrowing from
any individual or institution.
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| began to realize that | had a special skill which | thought of using by starting
a tiny canteen in the premises of a cinema owned by someone else. Since my
dream was to have a cinema of my own it was my good luck to study the cinema
industry. In my child hood | had gone to India which enabled me to study the
intricacies of the most popular industry at that time which was the cinema. In
my home town | got hold of a magnifying glass and some rejected films from
cinemas and the projection was on a wall. For a few cents it was possible for
anybody to watch a film in this manner. This is how | was catapulted into an
industry that was still then the monopoly of a highly organized film magnet in
Colombo. One thing led to another. | must thank everybody who patronize my
enterprise and my dream was now being realized.

S. Thiagarajah (STR)
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THE NATIONAL FILM CORPORATION OF SRI LANKA

{incorporated under Act, No. 47 af 19713

Message from the Chairman -
National Film Corporation of Sri Lanka

Itisa great pleasure for me to make this note on STR films at the time
of they are celebrating their 50th Golden Jubilee of this venture.

STR has a long standing goodwill for maintaining many theatres in the
North and East region of Sri Lanka. Even during the hard time the war was in
operation STR managed to continue their service in their own.

STR is continuing their much more share especially to import of Tamil
films to fulfill the requirement of Tamil speaking people.

I highly appreciate their service in both ways.

| wish STR films to continue with better service for many more years.

:'J /
F/
kb

E:
1

Ashoka Serasinghe
Chairman
National Film Corporation of Sri Lanka
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% A MESSAGE OF FELICITATION

E

g I am indeed honored and privileged to send this message at a time Mr.
; S. Thiyagarajah (STR) to his peers colleagues and friends, when he is about

to celebrate the Golden Jubilee commemorating the establishment of his
worthy film theatre company-STR Films-in 1962.

| was fortunate enough to come to know STR in 1978 (Thirty Years Ago)
when | was appointed Government Agent Jaffna District. It was really through
performing arts that | had the first instance of coming to know him. Tacitly, |
found STR to be a very sober person of a quiet disposition. To this date |
have been associated with him and his work.

He is dedicated to the arts and very committed too. Continuously he
gave his patronage to theatre and cinema. His company, the STR Films,
has become a brand name in the North and East.

In fact | got close to him in my friendship through his patronage to the
cultural work | had to organize in Jaffna as the Government Agent. Though
we had his cinema screen beginning with only one cinema in Jaffna, his
qualities of courage, business acumen, steadfastness and relentlessness
made him open four cinemas in Trincomalee, Vavunia, and Batticaloa. He
did not stop at that. He also gave his time and patronage profusely and in
abundance to such religious establishment as Thiruketheeswaram Temple
as senior member of the Board of Trustees, and as President Srimath
Sabaratna Swamigal Thondar Sabai, Eelathu Thiruneri Thamil Mandram,
Jaffna Kathir Velayutha Swami Kovil, and member of Colombo Tamil Sangam.
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STR is very devoted to his family, kindhearted, and well meaning. |
consider him as an example of a very devoted Hindu with an unblemished
character. | wish STR good luck and good health. May Lord Ganesh shower
His Blessings on STR and his beloved family.

L EE

Fet

Lionel Fernando
(Ex. Government Agent, Jaffna)

Kotte
25.06.2012
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A MESSAGE OF FELICITATION

M-. Thiyagarajah started his STR films in 1962. This year his organiza-
tion celebrates half a century of successful existence. Mr. Thiyagarajah, popu-
larly called STR, is an unassuming, simple, hardworking individual. | might
say he is lucky too. God has been kind and considerate to him throughout
his progressive development. He started with a single Cinema Theatre in
Jaffna and in due course expanded his business of exhibiting movies to
include many areas of the Northern and Eastern Provinces. Presently STR
Films owns five Cinemas in Jaffna, Trincomalee, Vavunia and Batticaloa.

Interest in Music and Drama has been the hall - mark of STR from early
days. He organizes even now many recitals and concerts at his Jaffna resi-
dence every first Sunday of the month to give relaxation and happiness and
to encourage all interested in Music. He gets down famous artistes for this
purpose. He never misses the annual Music Festival in Chennai during De-
cember every year.

A part from his entertainment business, STR has taken very keen inter-
estin the affairs of many Hindu religious organisations. He is a Senior mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees of the ancient Thirukeetheeswaram Temple.
He is President of Srimath Sabaratna Swamigal Thondar Sabai, of Ealathu
Thiruneri Thamil Manram and also of Jaffna Kathir Velayutha Swami Temple.
He is also an active member of Colombo Thamil Sangam.

I wish him well. May his STR Films grow strength to strength.

Justice C.V. Wigneswaran
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Very happy to learn that STR Films is completing 50 years of operations.
It only goes to prove the devotion and commitment consistently maintained
by your staff members under your deft and sincere leadership. | have
personally experience the professional attitude and straight forwardness in
the dealings of STR Films, when | was handling the operations of Gemini
group companies. | still vividly remember the good words spoken by Shri M.
G. Ramachandran about you when you took Oli Vilakku from us.
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| wish STR Films continued glory, fame and prosperity in the ensuing
year too.

With kind regards and respects to everyone there,
Yours sincerely,

R. Ramamurthy,

Founder Director, Cyber Society of India, Chennai,
Chairman CSR panel of Federation of Indian Chambers
& Commerce and Industry.

Tamil Nadu, Chennai.
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P. K. Jayakumar

ESWARI ENTERPRISES

Producers, Distributors and Exporters
QOld No. 44/3, New No. 56

Landons Road, Kilpauk, Film

Chennai - 600010

Tamil Nadu

Ph: 044 - 26651010

My Dear Thyagarajah,
It is indeed a very great pleasure to share the remembrance of my
association with you, ever since 1962. It was the year of your first step in

CRRANARLNEN IR ALK

§ distribution, and | take the proud privilege of smashing all the stalwarts in the
% import of Tamil Pictures against a stiff competition with money, popularity,

influence and so on.

| realy took it as a challenge to place you before them in a top position
with my little contacts, sincere love, affection, determination and succeeded
by purchasing “Kavalkaran”, the picture of MGR, a great hero at that point of
time, produced by Sathy a Movies. This has really given a very big image to
Mr. Thyagarajah, and has been recognised by one and all as the top Tamil
Films Importer with a super hit record of hundred days run followed by many
such MGR and other star films.
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Today STR Films is celebrating its golded year, a greatest record in the
film industry of Sri Lanka. My sincere greetings and best wishes on this
happiest occasion and looking forward to be with you at Sri Lanka in the near
future.
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With my love and affection to your and all your family members.

¥Ry

with Love, P. K. Jayakumar

¥
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Jaffna Jaffna.
Fel : 021 2227332 Tel: 021-2227334

IES {dts) SHANTHI CINEMA [dts])
Batticaloa

el : 065-2223516

SARASWA f: % 1
Trincomalee
Tel : 026-2222221 :
%)

VASHANTHI CINEMA ([dts)
Vavuniya.

Half a century have we did makmg people happy by the grace of god
we wish to continue so ever so long
RAJAH TALKIES [dts] RAJAH -2 (dts]
g Tel : 024-2221410
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No. 40, KANDY ROAD,
VAVUNIYA.
Tel : 024 2222607

AVAILABLE

4 Air Conditioned, Non air conditioned economical rooms with
attached bath
Furnished Hall for function & celebrations.

-
# Advance bookings are entertained for conference, reception etc.
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This is an occasion for celebration. A Golden lubilee is a very rare event in
any field. To have an unbroken record of success for fifty (50) years is an
achievement that needs no special comment.

My sincere thanks to one and all who made this possible. To name each and
everyone who gave me a helping hand is a difficult task. However | have to
mention at least a few of them. | will never forget my dedicated staff of my five
theatres, the Chairman and officers of the NFC without whose assistance the
films would not have been released for public performance.

To complete this souvenir the messages and blessings | received from the
religious dignitaries, and all other well wishers in addition to the short history
of STR Films written by Professor Nageswaran were indispensible.

Last but not least, Mr. K. Markandu (retired Post Master) who daily supervised
the printing of this souvenir and of course the efficient and prompt printers
Unie Arts (PVT) Ltd. Deserve a special word of thanks.

The heavenly blessings | received during my entire fifty (50) years in this
industry will never be forgotten by me or by my family.

My sincere thanks to the staff of my five theatres and STR films.
S. Thiagarajah
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